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Editorial
Dear Readers,
We are happy to present to you
some of the talks that were
given at the five-day SEDOS
Residential Seminar 2021,
which had been delayed from
last year, and had to be held
on-line because of the Covid-19 health crisis.
The theme of the SHPLQDUZDV³Living Green
Mission´, which was very timely after the
Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region
of last year and just before the Laudato Sì
Week 2021 organized to celebrate the fiveyear old Encyclical Letter of the Holy Father
Francis. The presence of two Speakers from
the Dicastery for Integral Human
Development
(Rome),
Fr.
Joshtram
Kureethadam, SDB, and Fr. Augusto Zampini
Davies, was therefore much appreciated.
The Seminar structure and choice of Speakers
were worked out by Fr. Chris Chaplin, MSC,
Sr. Kathleen Storms, SSND, and me. A great
Summary of the Seminar was graciously made
by CICM-sisters, Sr. Mary Dasari and Sr.
Yolanda Florentinoy.
Besides the opening session and the closing
session, three Subthemes were discussed:

Education, Sustainability, and Spirituality.
These three aspects are indeed essential when
it comes to living and doing mission in a green
way. We have to form people and
missionaries to become more aware of the
difficulties the ecological crisis is creating,
not only on a material level, but also in the
quality of our lives. Looking therefore at
forms of sustainable farming, constructing
homes, is important. Even the corporate world
has to control its ecological footprint by law
now. We are supported in doing this by our
Christian Creation spirituality. Experiencing
God in nature makes one automatically a
³JXDUGLDQRIQDWXUH´$QGZHFDQNQRZ*RG
from his Creation, as the Apostle Paul stated
long ago. We only have to open ourselves to
the beauty and complexity of Creation to
discover the great mind that must have been ±
and still is ± behind all that we see, hear, feel,
taste, and create.
Religious Missionary Institutes are making
their contribution to a greener world for all.
Let us therefore also join in this effort to
LQFRUSRUDWH WKH ³Laudato Sì Goals´ LQ RXU
way of living and doing Mission today.
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Rachel Oommen, ICM and Geni Santos Camargo, SFB

Opening Reflection
Let us contemplate for a while
on this painting, painted by Sr.
Eleanor L. Ianes, ICM, allowing
the image to touch our hearts
and speak to us.
The context of this painting is
the Amazon forest. This painting
by Sr. Eleanor L. Ianes, ICM,
depicts
the
contrasting
experiences in the amazon
forest.
The wounded amazon forest is
depicted as a Pietà, a mother
holding her suffering, agonized
child. We see two figures. One
part is the agonized, wounded,
dying part, which shows the
woman carrying the agonizing
wounded, dying forest on her lap. And the
other is the living, green part of the Amazon
forest, full of life, trees, flowing streams, full
of biodiversity.
We see the light touching both parts. The
agonized figure continues to touch and hold
on to life.
We see signs of life, there is hope, life
growing in spite of these opposing
experiences.
We see the small green plant growing in the
midst of pain and suffering.
The lines are connected, life and death, light
and shade. In all this, we see the divine light
flowing, permeating the living and agonizing
parts of the forest.
As we gaze at this image, let us ask ourselves:
Have I listened to the groaning of creation
and to my own groaning?

Have I paid attention to the cry of the earth
and to the cry of the poor?
Am I one with the groans of creation all over
the world?
Let us become painfully aware of how we
have plundered the earth and destroyed the
eco-system. As agents of hope, let us dare to
shoulder our responsibility as true stewards of
*RG¶VFUHDWLRQ
³When we can see God reflected in all that
exists, our hearts are moved to praise the
Lord for all his creatures and to worship him
in union with them.´ (LS, 87)
This sentiment is wonderfully expressed in
the hymn of Saint Francis of Assisi:
Laudato Sì, O Mi Signore.
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Tesfaye Tadesse Gebresilasie, MCCJ

Opening Address
the Church, and our daily missionary
commitment.
Fr. Tesfaye G. Tadesse, MCCJ
President of SEDOS

We thank God that, with the prophetic and
imperative input and emphasis of Pope
Francis, the Church has strengthened its
attention and commitment to one of the vital
mission trends of our day, Ecological
Conversion and &DUHRI*RG¶V&UHDWLRQ in an
era where Climate Change if negatively
affecting our life and the whole universe.

Fr. Tesfaye Gebresilasie, President of SEDOS

Once again, SEDOS is happy to dedicate time
to prayer and reflection on the issue of taking
³7KHQ,KHDUGHYHU\FUHDWXUHLQKHDYHQDQG care of Creation and the attention needed to
on earth and under the earth and on the sea, heal the ecological wounds of our
DQGDOOWKDWLVLQWKHPVD\LQJ³7RKLPZKR environment and the deep concern for the
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise damage of nature and for the devastating
and honour and glory and power, for ever effect of Climate Change.
DQGHYHU´ (Revelation, 5:13)
Dear Brothers and Sisters, participating in the
Residential Seminar, with the title Living
Green Mission, I greet you using the words
of the liturgy, Christ our Hope is Risen,
Alleluia.
Fr. Peter Baekelmans, CICM, and the Staff of
the Office of SEDOS, as well as the Executive
Committee of SEDOS are happy that many
are participating in this Seminar on a
particularly important theme for our world,

As Pope Francis reminds us, we are not
dealing with something new or an issue
addressed only by us: ³These statements of
the Popes echo the reflections of numerous
scientists, philosophers, theologians, and
civic groups, all of which have enriched the
&KXUFK¶VWKLQNLQJRQWKHVHTXHVWLRQV2XWVLGH
the Catholic Church, other Churches and
Christian communities ± and other religions
as well ± have expressed deep concern and
offered valuable reflections on issues which
3

all of us find disturbing. To give just one
striking example, I would mention the
statements made by the beloved Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, with whom we share
the hope of full ecclesial communion´ LS, 7).
I believe that we can affirm once again that,
our concern for the universe, for the
environment and the whole of creation is part
of our concern for human beings. More
especially, it is part of our commitment to our
brothers and sisters in dire need who live in
miserable poverty.
It is a concern for the beauty of nature and its
dignity as created by God, but it is also about
our responsibility for humanity. The issue of
climate change and the consequent natural
crises, is a preoccupation for Nature at large
DQGIRUKXPDQLW\LQSDUWLFXODUZD\³Human
beings too are creatures of this world,
enjoying a right to life and happiness, and
endowed with unique dignity. So, we cannot
IDLOWRFRQVLGHUWKHHIIHFWVRQSHRSOH¶VOLYHVRI
environmental deterioration, current models
of development and the throwaway culture.´
(LS, 43).
We thank God for all those engaged in
projects and life plans according to the
inspiration coming from Living Green
Mission in our difficult days of climate
change and the worldwide pandemic of
COVID-19: - As missionaries at the service of
Missio Dei, *RG¶V 0LVVLRQ, besides our
human concern and creativity, we are first and
basically, moved and motivated because of
RXU IDLWK ³Given the complexity of the
ecological crisis and its multiple causes, we
need to realize that the solutions will not
emerge from just one way of interpreting and
transforming reality. Respect must also be
shown for the various cultural riches of
different peoples, their art and poetry, their
interior life and spirituality. If we are

genuinely concerned to develop an ecology
capable of remedying the damage we have
done, no branch of the sciences and no form
of wisdom can be left out, and that includes
religion and the language particular to it. I
would like from the outset to show how faith
convictions can offer Christians, and some
other believers as well, ample motivation to
care for nature and for the most vulnerable of
their brothers and sisters. If the simple fact of
being human moves people to care for the
environment of which they are a part,
Christians in WXUQ µrealize that their
responsibility within creation, and their duty
towards nature and the Creator, are an
HVVHQWLDO SDUW RI WKHLU IDLWK¶. It is good for
humanity and the world at large when we
believers better recognize the ecological
commitments which stem from our
convictions´(LS, 63-64).
SEDOS is not alone in reflecting on this.
Many Associations and NGO¶V run by various
congregations and church personnel are doing
a lot of reflection and to make people aware
of the ecological problems. Just to mention a
few: the Dicastery for Human Integral
Development at the Vatican, VIVAT,
REPAM, AEFJN, USG-UISG, JPIC
commission.
I thank all those who have agreed to help us
these days, the Speakers at our Seminar and
all the resource people who will help us and
enrich our reflection and sharing in our
groups.
From this moment, may we ask ourselves:
What we can take from the seminar for our
daily life? What homework will we do as we
are called continuously to practice ecological
conversion?
Thanks, and God Bless.
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Jane Mellett

The Call to Eco-Conversion
Good afternoon everyone, my name is Jane
Mellett, and I am delighted to be with you
today for this conference. I work as the
/DXGDWR6L¶2IILFHUIRU7UyFDLUHZKLFKLVWKH
overseas development agency of the Catholic
Church in Ireland. My talk today is on ³The
Call to Ecological Conversion´ 7his is an
urgent call as outlined by Pope Francis in
/DXGDWR6L¶:
³The external deserts in the world are
growing because the internal deserts have
EHFRPH VR YDVW «)RU WKis reason, the
ecological crisis is also a summons to a
profound interior conversion´(LS, 17)
There are three aspect of this call for Ecoconversion that I would like to highlight
today, the call to:

Earth Rise
The famous photograph called ³Earth Rise´,
taken in 1968 by the astronauts from the
$SROOR PLVVLRQV ZKR IDPRXVO\ QRWHG ³:H
went to the moon and instead discovered the
(DUWK´. So, what word or phrase comes to you
as you look at this image? (Pause)
As this image was beamed around the world
as part of a Christmas message, the text of
Genesis 1 was read by one of the astronauts.
This photograph is known as an important
ecological photograph, as it was the first time
the human saw their home planet from this
perspective. It changed our psyche and
evoked big questions for us, such as our place
in the universe. This is our common home, the
home we all share.

1. Personal Conversion
2. Communal Conversion
3. Ongoing Conversion
Our Common Home
As we are aware, in 2015 Pope Francis
published /DXGDWR 6L¶ DQG LQYLWHG ³HYHU\
VLQJOH SHUVRQ RQ WKLV SODQHW´ LQWR D
conversation about what is happening to our
world. This is a call for all people of all faiths
and cultures.
³Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our
common home is like a sister with whom we
share our life, and a beautiful mother who
RSHQVKHUDUPVWRHPEUDFHXV«
(/DXGDWR6L¶, 1).
This is the first step on our journey of
ecological conversion, to put on the
spirituality of St. Francis and to look out at
*RG¶VFUHDWLRQDVKHGLGWRVHHDOOFUHDWXUHV
as family ± Brother Sun, Sister Moon, and to
see Planet Earth as Our Common Home. This
is the wider charism of Laudato SL¶ we are
called to embrace as part of our personal ecoconversion.

On Pilgrimage for the Climate

The Climate Pilgrimage
I would like to share with you today my
personal story of eco-conversion. In 2018, I
joined a group of Climate Pilgrims who were
walking from the Vatican in Rome to the UN
Climate Talks in Katowice, Poland (COP24).
This was a journey of 1,500km. The goal was
to bring the message of /DXGDWR 6L¶ from
Pope Francis to everyone they met along the
way and ultimately to the leaders of the 24th
Conference of Parties (COP) on Climate
change. In our group were pilgrims from the
Philippines, some of whom were survivors of
Typhoon Haiyan which struck the Philippines
in 2013. This typhoon is known as the
strongest storm ever recorded in human
history to make landfall, killing 10,000 people
5

in just two hours and displacing millions of
others.
Joanna Sustento, a survivor of Typhoon
Haiyan, is a friend and fellow Climate
Pilgrim. Joanna lost her entire family in
Haiyan, her parents, brother, sister-in-law and
three-year-old nephew, washed away by the
storm surge. She was the only one to survive
from her household that night. As I journeyed
with Joanna on the climate pilgrimage, I
began to realize the importance of hearing the
human story where climate change is
concerned.
Love of Neighbour
So, the question for me is: What does love of
neighbour look like in an era of ecological
breakdown? We must really SEE those on the
frontlines of this crisis, victims of climate
disasters, displacement of peoples due to sealevel rise, drought, water and food insecurity.
The Gospels show us that Jesus sides with the
oppressed, always. Catholic Social Teaching
shows us that we must always have a
Preferential option for the poor. So, part of
this personal ecological conversion, for me, is
to keep this question to the fore: what does
love of neighbour look like in an era of
ecological breakdown?

1. Personal Eco-Conversion
In /DXGDWR 6L¶ ZH UHDG ³Our goal [is to]
become painfully aware, to dare to turn what
is happening to the world into our own
personal suffering and thus to discover what
each of us can do about it´ LaudaWR6L¶, 19).
Personal eco-conversion is a painful journey,
it comes with a health warning. Psychologists
now recognizH WKDW FOLPDWH DQ[LHW\ RU µHFRPRXUQLQJ¶ DUH EHFRPLQJ D UHDO LVVXH
especially amongst young people. So, this is
difficult, it is not an easy journey. Pope
Francis asks us to make the suffering of the
world our own painful suffering. And we do
feel it at a personal level whether we realize it
or not. The ecological crisis affects us deeply
because we are part of nature and dependent
on it.
One shocking statistic I learned on the climate
pilgrimage is that just 100 companies are
responsible for 71% of global emissions. Just
100 companies! These are huge corporations
with a lot of power. So even this example can
leave us feel completely overwhelmed and
helpless. It is important to recognize these
feelings and name them as part of our
personal eco-conversion. Yet, the call is to
stay informed about the issues, to grow in
painful awareness.

Biodiversity crisis
 Living Planet report in 2020 stated that 68%
of wildlife has been destroyed in the period
from
1970 ± 2016 due to human activity.
 Every day around 8 million pieces of plastic
makes their way into our oceans.
 88% of the sea's surface is polluted by
plastic waste.
 Ireland is the largest producer of plastic
waste in the EU.

Signs of the Times
Laudato SL¶ urges us to examine the signs of
the times in light of the gospel: Pope Francis
calls us to listen to the cry of the earth, the cry
of the poor, the science, the call of our faith
and the youth of the world.

Degrowth
³The time has come to accept decreased
growth in some parts of the world, in order to
provide resources for other places to
experience healthy growth´ LS, 193)
Reconnect with nature
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Spiritual Crisis
So, where to begin. We hold this painful
awareness, listening to the cry of the earth
and the poor, but we cannot remain there only.
It is one part of personal eco-conversion. At
the heart of Laudato Si¶ is the reality that the
roots of the ecological crisis are deeply
spiritual. We have forgotten who we are and
where we have come from. Pope Francis
invites us to rekindle our relationship with
*RG¶VFUHDWLRQWRORRNRXWDWWKHZRUOGDJDLQ
with a child-like sense of awe and wonder.
We must begin here.
My happy place is in the mountains,
Carrauntoohil in Kerry, Ireland. It is where I
feel deeply connected to nature and to God in
nature. So, I ask you now, to reflect on your
favorite place in nature. Where is it?
Connect to your senses, when you are
there, what do you see, smell, touch, hear,
how do you feel? We are being urged to
reconnect with these sacred places. Laudato
Si¶ urges us to listen to the Book of Creation,
nature itself.
³We cannot protect something we do not love;
we cannot love what we do not know, and we
cannot know what we do not see. And touch.
And hear´± Richard Louv.
RoRWHGLQWKHVSLULWXDOLW\RI6W)UDQFLV³Just
as what happens when we fall in love with
someone, whenever [St. Francis] would gaze
at the sun, the moon or the smallest of
animals, he burst into song, drawing all other
creatures into his praise´ (LS, 11)
³St. Francis, faithful to
Scripture, invites us to see
nature as a magnificent
book in which God speaks
to us and grants us a
glimpse of his infinite
beauty and goodness.´ LS,
12)
³We need to move from: a
spirituality of the divine as
revealed in words to a
spirituality of the divine as
revealed in the visible
world about us´± Thomas Berry

A caress of God
There are beautiful mystical passages in
Laudato SL¶ WRKHOSXVRQWKLVMRXUQH\³The
HQWLUHPDWHULDOXQLYHUVHVSHDNVRI*RG¶VORYH
his boundless affection for us. Soil, mountains
everything is, as it were, a caress of God.´
(LS 84)
We can meditate on these to grow in
awareness that we are connected to one
another, to the universe and to nature in ways
we find it impossible to comprehend.
Profound Interior Conversion
The environmental crisis we are facing calls
each of us into a profound interior conversion:
³&KULVWLDQV QHHG DQ µHFRORJLFDO FRQYHUVLRQ¶
where the effects of our encounter with Jesus
Christ become evident in our lives and in our
relationship with the world around us. Living
RXU YRFDWLRQ WR EH SURWHFWRUV RI *RG¶V
handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is
not an optional or a secondary aspect of our
Christian experience.´ Laudato Si, 217)
In the past, perhaps care for creation was seen
DVDQµDGGHGH[WUD¶VRPHWKLQJZKLFKDVPDOO
group people were interested in or perhaps it
was something we looked at when other
issues were resolved. However, /DXGDWR6L¶is
FOHDU WKDW SURWHFWLQJ *RG¶V FUHDWLRQ LV DQ
HVVHQWLDOSDUWRIWKHFKXUFK¶VPLVVLRQDQGRXU
own personal call as followers of Christ.
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2. Communal Conversion
As well as a Personal Eco-Conversion, we are
called to Communal Conversion. And for me,
in /DXGDWR6L¶ the key part of this Communal
Conversion is the call for our communities to
embrace what Pope Francis calls an Integral
Ecology. What is this? Pope Francis says,
 ³It cannot be emphasized enough how
everything is interconnected. Time and
space are not independent of one another,
and not even atoms or subatomic particles
can be considered in isolation´ LS, 138).
So integral ecology, as its basic, is the
awareness of the interconnectedness of all
things.
 ³Nature cannot be regarded as something
separate from ourselves or a mere setting in
which we live. We are part of nature,
included in it and thus in constant
interaction with it´ LS, 139).
 Ecology: A study (logos) of organisms in
their home (from the Greek word ȠݭțȠȢ) and
the vast web of interconnectedness that
holds the universe together. We humans are
part of this one sacred body.
 The terms Deep Ecology and Integral
Ecology have become key in contemporary
spiritual
writers,
theologians,
anthropologists (Thomas Berry, Leonardo
Boff, Teilhard de Chardin, Elizabeth
Johnson, Ilio Delio).
 ³St. Francis is the example par
H[FHOOHQFH«RIDQLQWHJUDOHFRORJ\OLYHGRXW
MR\IXOO\ DQG DXWKHQWLFDOO\« +H VKRZV XV
just how inseparable the bond is between
concern for nature, justice for the poor,
commitment to society and interior peace´
(LS, 10)
The Field Mouse
Did you know 99.9% of your DNA is shared
with chimps; 85% of your DNA with a field
mouse. 60% of your genes are shared with a
banana! Did you know you share one third of
your DNA with a primrose? It is time we
UHFRQQHFWHG ZLWK RXU FRXVLQV ³It cannot be
emphasized enough how everything is
interconnected«´

The Tree of Life
This is an image which fascinates me, the
Tree of Life, the many varied species of our
world. And there we are, one branch of many,
primate mammals, homo sapiens. This image
might frighten some people because we are
used to an image of a pyramid, where human
beings are seen as having dominion over all
of creation. This notion of dominion has
contributed to the environmental crisis our
world faces today, as it has been wrongly
interpreted to give us permission to plunder
DQGGHVWUR\*RG¶VFUHDWLRQIRURXURZQJDLQ
So, we are invited to instead, see ourselves as
one species amongst many, part of nature,
embedded in this tree of life. Uniquely loved
E\ *RG \HV &UHDWHG LQ *RG¶V LPDJH DQG
likeness, yes; but also, part of a vast web of
life.
The Gospel of Creation
In Chapter 2 Pope Francis reflects on the
creation accounts in the book of Genesis. He
emphasizHV KRZ WKH ZRUG ³GRPLQLRQ´ FI
Gen 1:28), has encouraged the unbridled
exploitation of nature. He notes that this is not
a correct interpretation of the Bible as
understood by the Church and we must
forcefully reject the notion that our being
created iQ *RG¶V LPDJH DQG JLYHQ GRPLQLRQ
over the earth justifies absolute domination
over other creatures.
³It is true that we Christians have at times
incorrectly interpreted the Scriptures,
nowadays we must forcefully reject the notion
that our being created in *RG¶V LPDJH DQG
given dominion over the earth justifies
absolute domination over other creatures.´
(/DXGDWR6L¶, 67)
The biblical texts are to be read in their
context, with an appropriate hermeneutic,
recognizing that they tell us to ³WLOODQGNHHS´
the garden of the world (cf. Gen 2:15).
³7LOOLQJ´ UHIHUV WR FXOWLYDWLQJ SORXJKLQJ RU
ZRUNLQJ ZKLOH ³NHHSLQJ´ PHDQV caring,
protecting, overseeing and preserving.
:HQHHGWRPRYHDZD\IURPµ'RPLQLRQ¶DQG
even µStewardship¶ because Stewardship
JLYHVWKHVHQVHRIµGXW\¶/DXGDWR6L¶ urges us
to ³&$5(IRU2XU&RPPRQ+RPH´
8

Care taps into something deeper, passion,
ORYH³This implies a relationship of mutual
responsibility between human beings and
nature. Each community can take from the
bounty of the earth whatever it needs for
subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect
the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for
FRPLQJJHQHUDWLRQV«7KH%LEOHKDVQRSODFH
for a tyrannical anthropocentrism (where
humans are at the centre of everything)
unconcerned for other creatures´ LS, 67).
So, part of this Communal Conversion is
that our faith communities share this vision
with people. We need a new eco-spirituality,
a new way of seeing the world and of
interacting with the
world that embraces the
cosmic web of life.

DQGWKHVWDUV´(/DXGDWR6L¶, 77). This calls
for a movement from a distorted view of
Creation where God was seen as absent from
created matter, a dualism, to seeing God in
HYHU\WKLQJ7RVHH*RG¶VILQJHUSULQWVLQDOORI
creation, the entire material universe.
Teilhard de Chardin: Love energy was at the
heart of the Big Bang.

The Gaze of Jesus
As well as putting on the spirituality of St.
Francis, /DXGDWR6L¶ XUJHVXVWRORRNDW-HVXV¶
relationship with nature. ³>-HVXV@«ZDV LQ
constant touch with nature, lending it an
DWWHQWLRQ IXOO RI IRQGQHVV DQG ZRQGHU«¶/LIW
up your eyes, and see
how the fields are
already
white
for
KDUYHVW¶ -Q  
Jesus constantly prays
The Mystery of the
outside in nature, on
Universe
/DXGDWR
6L¶
has
mountain tops, by a
beautiful passages to
lake, from boats on the
help us reflect on the
water. His followers
vast mystery of the
were fishermen in tune
XQLYHUVH³%\WKHZRUG
with the rhythms of the
of the Lord the heavens
seas.
were made (Ps 33:6).
He uses nature in many
Creation is the order of
SDUDEOHV
³7KH
love; GRG¶V love is the
kingdom of God is like
a grain of mustard
fundamental moving
VHHG«´(Mt 13:31-32)
force in all created
things. God has created
The New Testament
does not only tell us of
everything
from
nothing, in a free act of
the earthly Jesus and
unconditional love.
his tangible and loving
GREEN JESUS
µFor you love all things (St. Mary's University
relationship with the
at Bayongbong Nueva Vizcaya, RP)
that exist, and detest
world. It also shows
none of the things that
him risen and glorious,
you have made¶ Wisdom 11:24)
present throughout creation (Col 1:19-20).
We are the first generations to have these The risen One mysteriously holds all
images from space, to have the science, the creatures to himself and directs them towards
physics of the workings of our universe. The IXOOQHVV³7KHYHU\IORZHUVRIWKHILHOGDQGWKH
origins of life, the unfolding of our universe, birds which his human eyes contemplated and
the evolution of matter from atoms to admired are now imbued with his radiant
humanity. We are living in the middle of a presence´ (LS, 100)
Paradigm shift: New Universe Story, we are In our liturgies, our preaching, our prayer and
contemplation, are we sharing this wisdom
part of a 13.8-billion-year-old universe.
For people of faith, we are called to see God with our faith communities?
LQDOORILW³The love which moves the sun
9

Ecology of Daily Life
Communal eco conversion also involves the
setting in which people live their lives ± what
are we surrounding ourselves with? This
greatly influences the way we think, feel and
act. In our rooms, our homes, our workspaces,
and neighborhoods. How does our local
environment affect our quality of life? Green
spaces are essential for our communities,
especially in urban areas and city
neighborhoods where people are often
surrounded by cement, asphalt, metal, and
glass.
Beauty should hold a center space for our
lives. Where people can gather safely,
reminding us of what it means to be related to
one another and to creation.
Artivist
This is an image of a mural drawn by my
friend and fellow climate pilgrim, Ag Sano.
He describes himself as an ³artivist´. He
wants to bring art and nature into spaces
ZKHUH SHRSOH GRQ¶W KDYH DFFHVV WR DUW RU WR
nature. AG painted this mural in central
Manilla in the Philippines, in an underpass
which runs under the chaotic busy streets of
Manilla. Thousands of people pass through
there every day on their daily commute. It is
an enormous mural stretching for hundreds of
metres but bringing images of nature into
spaces that are normally disconnected.
/DXGDWR 6L¶ VD\V ³Those who design
buildings, neighbourhoods, public spaces and
cities, ought to draw on various
GLVFLSOLQHV«´ LS, 150). We need the arts
where communal conversion is concerned,
poetry, art, music, storytelling, song. For as
WKHIDPRXVSKUDVHJRHVµEHDXW\ZLOOVDYHWKH
ZRUOG¶DQGKHOSXVWRIDOOLQORYHDJDLQZLWK
the earth.
Intergenerational Justice
Must be kept to the fore as we explore
FRPPXQDO FRQYHUVLRQ ³What kind of world
do we want to leave to generations who are
coming after us? To children who are now
growing up?´This question is at the heart
of /DXGDWR6L¶ and it is the question that the
youth climate movement is now asking the

world. Laudato Si¶ urges us to remember that
all it takes is one person to make a difference.
³Doomsday predictions can no longer be met
with irony or disdain. We may well be leaving
to coming generations debris, desolation and
filth´
Pope Francis met Greta Thunberg in 2019,
congratulated her on her work and activism
and urged her to continue. This is a short
video about their meeting.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cj-ErzvbLfk

The Call of Faith Communities
³The majority of people living on our planet
profess to be believers. This should spur
religions to dialogue among themselves for
the sake of protecting nature, defending the
poor and building networks of respect and
fraternity´
(LS, 201)
Faith communities have a huge responsibility
to make this issue part of their mission, the
&KXUFK¶VPLVVLRQRXULQGLYLGXDOPLVVLRQV

Faiths for Climate Action

The Role of Religious Communities
We need an Ecological spirituality which can
engage with the environmental crisis our
world is facing. This ecological spirituality
should not be pasted on top of an older, partly
outdated theology, like icing on a cake but
this ecological dimension must be at the very
heart of all aspects of Christian spirituality
going forward; an integral ecological
spirituality which brings nourishment and
Life.
If religious communities can join hands with
popular movements they may well be able to
provide the momentum that is needed for the
10
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world to move forward, because religious
communities transcend nation states and
they acknowledge intergenerational, long
term responsibilities.
Authentic Christian faith and spirituality
offers us hope, this hope gives us the spiritual
energy which is needed to work for change
even when the situation seems quite hopeless.

Hope
³Hope would have us recognize that there is
always a way out, that we can always redirect
our steps, that we can always do something to
solve our problems´ LS, 61)
Arundathi Roy
³Another world is not only possible, she is on
her way; on a query day I can even hear her
breathing´
Communal Conversion invites us to Civil
Greta Thunberg
³The one thing we need more than hope is
and Political Love
 St. Therese of Lisieux invites us to practise action. Once we start to act, hope is
WKH OLWWOH ZD\ RI ORYH« 6PDOO JHVWXUHV everywhere. So instead of looking for hope,
Integral ecology of daily gestures.
look for action. Then, and only then, hope will
(TEDxStockholm, 2019)
 Wherever we find ourselves, we serve God come´
and creation, with acts of kindness, love and
Pope Francis in /DXGDWR6L¶
³Let us sing as we go. May our struggles &
care.
 Not all people are called to the same civic our concern for this planet never take away
engagement, e.g. politics, but each of us are WKH MR\ RI RXU KRSH´ ³7UXO\ PXFK FDQ EH
(/DXGDWR6L¶, 244, 180)
called to some sort of action in the broad done!´
civic sphere.
 ³these community actions, when they /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
express self-giving love, can also become
intense spiritual experiences´ LS, 232)
To come back to the climate pilgrimage
³Our physical destination is COP 24, but our
real destination is the mind and hearts of all
those we meet on this road´<HE6DQRThe
Climate Pilgrimage.
This is part of our call to communal
conversion. The move the hearts of all those
we meet on this road. In faith communities
this affects how we celebrate liturgy and
prayer; celebrating the Season of Creation;
marking /DXGDWR 6L¶ :HHN; preaching,
teaching, creating spaces for the ecological
spirituality and transformation to take place.
3. Conversion is ongoing
It does not stop, this journey is continuous, a
MRXUQH\ZLWKDOORIFUHDWLRQWRZDUGV³IXOOQHVV
RIOLIH´

Gift from ORBIS BOOKS to SEDOS Library
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Helen Grealy, RC

Loving Sister Earth
Good morning to you all. I am here to speak
to you about Loving Sister Earth, a movement
of prayer and care for our earth.

know what it is like to enter a new way of life
and to embrace another culture. Over many
\HDUV¶ PLVVLonaries have worked hard to
enculture the Gospel message. We see this in
It is lovely to be connected to you and also to beautiful Liturgies where worship is
carry a sense of being connected to all of expressed bodily in the local dance and song.
GRG¶VFUHDWLRQ:HZHUHPHDQWWRKDYHPHW Sadly, we also know that indigenous
this time last year and look how our world has spiritualties were often repressed by
changed since then. Covid-19 has brought Christianity in the past. 7KHZRUGµSDJDQLVP¶
VXIIHULQJULJKWDFURVVWKHJOREH3HRSOH¶VOLYHV needs to be redeemed. The word itself
have been changed and many are asking deep actually refers to the countryside and most
questions about the meaning of life itself. In native religions have great respect for the
the midst of the chaos, there is a renewed earth. Can we now engage in the process of
appreciation of things that we have often recovering some of the great wisdom that was
taken for granted such as family, friends, handed down from generation to generation
fresh air and the natural world around us. and allow it to be integrated into the Christian
Many people have turned to prayer, to a closer message? Hopefully this pathway will help to
relationship with God and some are introduce love where there was fear, peace
developing a sense of belonging to the human where there was strife and harmony where
family with the earth as our common home. there was disconnection.
We are seeing and experiencing first-hand Loving Sister Earth has as its inspiration a
what the poets and mystics have been telling desire for universal harmony, a perceived and
us for centuries, the interconnectedness of all experienced unity with our God, each other
created reality. Our consciousness is coming and all of nature.
to a new awareness of our oneness with our
evolving universe. From this contemplative
VWDQFHWKHFDOOWROLYHµRXUJUHHQPLVVLRQ¶LV
experienced in the depth of our being.
At one level it is humbling to speak to you
about Loving Sister Earth as it is fairly new
and you have been involved in the green Our Mission Statement
mission for so long now. However, I will
outline how Loving Sister Earth came to µWe believe that life is all about love.
being and explore its spiritual ethos. It is
We live in a turbulent world where there is
founded on the bedrock of our own native abuse of natural resources and disharmony
spiritualty, a creation-focused spirituality. caused by the inequality of gender, race and
This spirituality is known and popularized wealth. Pope Francis is calling for all people
today as Celtic Spirituality. I will give to take responsibility for our world.
examples of how the earlier Druidic religion
Our aim is to foster a movement of prayer
and the Gospel message integrated so well it and care of our Common Home which will be
produced what we might call a green
rooted in our own sacred ground and carried
Christianity. I am aware that you come from by our people¶
many parts of our world and that you have
been and are engaged in wonderful ministries
in countries very different to your own. You
12

Loving Sister Earth is our humble attempt to together. I became aware that I was
OLYHµRXUJUHHQPLVVLRQ¶2XUJRDOLVWRKHOS experiencing a call concerning Church
Ireland to become a country that prays and transformation and in my search for help to
acts for our earth. While Loving Sister Earth respond to this call, l found my present
is only 7 years old, it is having a strong companions. We began with meetings that
impact. The statistics for the hits on our were more a discerning process than working
website are quite phenomenal. At one level with an agenda. We were led to create Loving
this comes as a surprise to us, however, at a Sister Earth. The publication of Laudato Si
deeper level, it is not so surprising. We are the following year 2015 was a confirmation
very aware that Loving Sister Earth is born of for us.
the Spirit. We did not set out to create yet An inspirational backdrop to Loving Sister
DQRWKHU µ&DUH RI WKH (DUWK¶ JURXS Earth is a message that has come down to us
Individually, each of us had a strong sense from Cardinal Newman. Being aware of the
that God was asking something of us. We are rich history of Christianity in the countries of
just a small group;
Northern Europe from
Elaine, Brian, Phyllis
the 4th century onwards,
Newman wrote that
and I, working with
these places were the
Marion who created
µstorehouse of the past
and updates our
and the birthplace of
website. Brian and
the
future¶
$V
Phyllis
facilitated
Christianity developed
many
Prayer
in the countries on the
Initiatives
at
edge of Europe a very
Diocesan
and
distinctive spirituality
National levels and
emerged.
Basically,
share a desire for a
there was an integration
global
prayer
of the beliefs and
movement. As we
spirituality of the old
know deep prayer
Druidic religion and
involves entering into
those of Christianity.
the
transformative
inner journey and
bringing
about
Inculturation ³,ULVKharmony
between
style´
What happened in these
body, mind, feelings
early centuries in
and spirit. The more
(St. Mary's University at Bayongbong Nueva Vizcaya, RP)
Ireland can be a model
inner harmony we
for the countries that
experience the more
we can contribute to the harmony of our you live and work in today. When St Patrick
world. Elaine is drawn to the mystery of the came to Ireland in 432, he was already
Trinity and relationship is at the heart of the familiar with the language, customs and way
Trinity and of creation itself. Elaine feels that of life of the people, as in his youth he had
our world deeply needs a Divine spent time in this country in captivity. A good
breakthrough of love. In my ministry of example this inculturation is a legendary
Retreats and Spiritual Direction, I have seen dialogue that took place between Eithne, the
the transformative power of the Spirit daughter of King Laoghaire, and Patrick.
working deeSO\LQSHRSOH¶VOLYHVDQGUHDOL]e Eithne asked Patrick where his God lived, was
that a global transformation is possible. While it in the heavens, or the earth, in the mountains
we were ministering separately in our own or the valleys, in the seas or the rivers and did
areas, it was my cry for help that brought us his God have sons and daughters and were
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they beautiful. These questions reflected her
religious belief. Patrick listened to her,
received what she said and responded;

people of the land whose very existence
depended on the regular return of the seasons.
They were in tune with nature and its cyclical
rhythm of growth, decay and growth again.
Our God is the God of all things,
Behind this extraordinary natural rhythm, the
the God of the heavens and earth,
people sensed the invigorating energy, power
the God of the seas and streams,
and dynamism of the Divine. This creative
the God of the sun, moon and stars,
energy of the Divine was referred to in old
the God of the great mountains
Irish (Gaelic) as Neart De *RG¶V HQHUJ\
and the deep glens,
Neart De, they believed, pervaded the entire
the God above heaven and in heaven
universe and enabled the birds to fly, the fish
and under heaven,
to swim, the crops to grow, the changes to
and our God has a household-heaven
occur in the seasons. Basically, our ancestors
and earth, and the sea and all they contain.
in the faith had a contemplative sense of
*RG¶V SUHVHQFH LQ DOO RI FUHDWLRQ It is
As we see, Patrick echoed what Eithne has extremely important that our care of the earth
said, using her language. He entered into her today should come from a contemplative
experience and facilitated her to come to a place within ourselves. A transformation of
new and deeper experience of God. 3DWULFN¶V our own consciousness is the best gift we can
mission was very successful. By the 6th bring to our green mission. A spirituality
century Christianity was flourishing in sustained by love of our beautiful bio-diverse
Ireland with monasteries of men and women universe is the best motivation for becoming
all over the country. These monasteries involved in the saving of our planet.
became centers of prayer, scholarship, and
artistic expression. They were places of
spiritual nourishment for the people as there
was no parish or diocesan structure in Ireland
until the 12th century. Monks went forth from
these monasteries and helped to re-establish
the Christian faith in Europe. Christianity was
established on the bedrock of a creationfocused spirituality that came forth from the
union of the nature mysticism of the Druidic
https://gimnazium.jezsu.hu/index.php/component/k2/
itemlist/category/2.feed?start=336
religion and the Gospel message of love,
forgiveness, peace, and joy. What a legacy St
Patrick left. We know that his feast day is 7KH P\VWLFDO VHQVH RI *RG¶V SUHVHQFH
currently celebrated worldwide. This penetrating all of created reality is seen in the
celebration has possibly more to do with the poetry, songs and prayers of these early
nostalgia of the Irish diaspora than Christians. It seems that our ancestors in the
UHFRJQLWLRQRIIDLWK:RXOGQ¶WLWEHZRQGHUIXO IDLWKZHUHLQWXQHZLWKWKHµLVQHVV¶RUHVVHQFH
LIWKHµJUHHQLQJ¶RIWKHLFRQLFEXLOGLQJVRIWKH of all created reality. We will listen to a few
world that takes place on March 17th could be selected lines of a poem reputed to have been
used to raise awareness of the need to live a recited by the bard Amergin on the arrival of
the Celts in Ireland around the year 500 BC.
green mission?
God in all of creation
Loving Sister Earth is inspired by the mystical
VHQVHRI*RG¶VSUHVHQFHLQDOORIFUHDWLRQWKDW
is found in this early Christianity. The people
of that time lived close to the earth; they were

I am the wind that breathes upon the sea.
I am the wave of the ocean.
I am murmur of the billows.
I am a beam of the sun.
I am the god who created in the head the fire.
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Who is it who throws light into the meeting on
the mountains?
Who announces the ages of the moon?
Who teaches the place where couches the
sun?
We cannot be sure if Amergin ever recited
this poem but what it shows forth is a
spirituality that recognizes the Divine
Presence in all of creation, a spirituality that
is still with us today.
We hear echoes of this creation- focused
spirituality in the Breastplate prayers. These
prayers ask for protection against the dark
forces of life and nature. They had a pagan
origin and were adopted by Christianity in the
OLJKWRI6W3DXO¶VOHWWHUWRWKH(SKHVLDQVµ3XW
on the amour of God, stand your ground with
truth buckled around your waist and have
LQWHJULW\ IRU D EUHDVWSODWH¶ 6W 3DWULFN¶V
Breastplate, written in the 8th century captures
the essence of the spirituality that had
developed in the monasteries and among the
people. The Breastplate shows a Christianity
that is vibrant, Trinitarian, Christ-centered, in
tune with creation and integral to the
everyday lives of the people. The author of
µWKH %UHDVWSODWH¶ FDOOV RQ WKH 7ULQLW\ WKH
angels, archangels, prophets and Christ in his
mysteries, to give protection. In the fourth
YHUVH RI WKLV SUD\HU LW LV WKH µisness¶ RU
characteristics of nature that are called on; the
light of sun, the radiance of moon, the
splendour of fire, the speed of lightning, the
swiftness of wind, the depth of sea, the
stability of earth and the firmness of rock.
This prayer begins and ends with a strong
invocation to the Trinity. The people of this
time were at home with the concept of our
Triune God because their ancestors had
believed in triple goddesses. An illustration of
WKHLULQWLPDWHUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKµWKH7KUHH¶is
seen in the following prayer:
Three folds in the cloth yet one cloth is there.
Three joints in the finger yet still one finger
fair.
Three leaves in the shamrock yet one
shamrock to wear.

Frost, snowflakes and ice all in water their
origin share.
Three persons in God, to God alone we make
prayer.

(taken from Loving Sister Earth, Facebook)

,UHODQG¶V+RO\:HOOV
The line of the prayer we have just listened to
µ)URVW VQRZIODNHV DQG LFH DOO LQ ZDWHU WKHLU
RULJLQVKDUH¶LVDSRZHUIXOFUHDWLRQ- focused
image of our Triune God, the Divine energy
invigorating all of creation. Water is one of
the most precious gifts that nature has to offer
and one we focus on in Loving Sister Earth.
We are trying to revitalize an old devotion in
a modern context. Praying at holy wells has a
long tradition in Ireland and we are now
encouraging people to pray and act for the
protection and fair distribution of water both
at home and across our world today.
Holy Wells are among the treasures in the
storehouse of the past that can help to build
our future. Ireland is rich with these treasures.
We have ancient pilgrim paths, ruined
monastic sites, holy mountains and islands,
High Crosses with Scripture engravings,
Round Towers, Beehive monastic cells, Mass
rocks, and Illuminated Manuscripts, most
notably, the Book of Kells, an inscribed
account of the four Gospels with extraordinary artistic illumination. Nowadays,
tourists and pilgrims are flocking to these
sacred places. Many pilgrim paths and holy
wells are being restored. Pilgrim paths all
RYHUWKHFRXQWU\DUHEHFRPLQJ&DPLQR¶V2XU
National TV Network recently relayed a
program where our former President Mary
McAleese walked these paths, making this
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pilgrimage with some well-known people.
Their conversation reflected their inner
journey. In our Loving Sister Earth website,
we have videos of people praying at some of
these ancient monastic ruins and holy wells.
Holy Wells are found throughout the country,
numbering at least 3,000. The cult of these
wells began in the times of the primitive
natural religion and was integrated into the
Christian faith and practice. These wells were
blessed and dedicated to the saints and
monastic founders and foundresses of early
Christian times; Patrick, Brigid, who is
patroness of the fertility of the land;
Colmcille, otherwise known as Columba, a
pilgrim for Christ; Ita, who founded churches
all over the southern counties of Ireland and
influenced Brendan the Navigator, who is
said to have found America; Gobnet, who is
patroness of bees, the preservation of which is
a huge ecological issue today; Dympna, who
is patroness of mental health and who is
honoured in Gheel, near Antwerp, in Belgium
whose inhabitants give special care to people
suffering with mental health problems and
Attracta who was known for her hospitality. It
is interesting to note that a whole community
of refugees have currently settled into the
local community in the area where Attracta is
most venerated, Ballaghaderreen Co.
Roscommon. Not far away there is a holy well
dedicated to her. The water of many of the
wells is believed to have healing properties.
Over the centuries pilgrimages to these wells
have been very popular and were known as
µSDWWHUQGD\V¶IURPWKHZRUGµSDWURQ¶ZKLFK
refers to the saint to whom the well is
dedicated. Prayer rituals were preformed and
these were often followed by a social event.
Sometimes these events became rowdy and
the practice was suppressed by Church
authorities. However, a number of these
µSDWWHUQGD\V¶FRQWLQXHWRWKLVGD\,QµLoving
Sister Earth¶ ZH KDYH GHFODUHG DQ DQQXDO
National Holy Wells Day and ask people
around the country to pray at their nearest
well for the protection and fair distribution of
water. As we know only too well, rivers and
seas are polluted and some cities are suffering
from shortage of clean fresh water. We hope

that the prayer at the wells will raise
awareness of this world problem and inspire
people to act towards resolving the situation.
For National Holy Wells Day, we collaborate
with the Columba community in Derry and
Donegal which crosses the border between
the Republic and Northern Ireland. This year
National Holy Wells Day will be livestreamed by the Brigidine Sisters from
.LOGDUHDW%ULJLG¶V:HOORQ-XQHth.
We have written this prayer for the protection
of water:
O God of all creation,
Teach us how to protect water,
On which all living things depend,
Plants, animals, fish, birds,
And humans.
Help us to ensure that water
May always flow
Freely and purely
For all of your creation.
May your Spirit soften our hearts
And enlighten us,
So that we may act responsibly
To protect water,
The source of life
In our Common Home.

(taken from Loving Sister Earth, Facebook)
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Recent events
In 2018 the World Meeting of Families took
place in Dublin. Loving Sister Earth worked
in collaboration with Eco-Congregations,
Churches together working for care of the
earth; Trocaire, a Catholic development
agency, and other groups to create a
contemplative garden in the car park of a Poor
Clare monastery. In this garden, hundreds of
pilgrims walked the universe story honouring
the different phases of creation. Next, they
stopped at a native oak tree which had come
from Derry, which name translates from the
,ULVK ODQJXDJH DV µWKH RDN¶ 2DN JURYHV KDG
been places of worship for the Druids and it is
interesting to note that Columba and other
Christian leaders of the 6th century founded
their communities by the oak. The pilgrims
then prayed at the holy well which was built
especially for this occasion and is now a
permanent feature of the monastery. This well
was dedicated to St Broc, as requested by the
Poor Clare nuns. St Broc was a woman who
founded a monastic community in the 8th
century in a place nearby called Donnybrook,
a well-known area of Dublin. As with many
town names in Ireland, the name Donnybrook
is derived from the Irish language and linked
WR RXU HDUO\ &KULVWLDQLW\ µ'RPKDFK %URF¶
PHDQV µ7KH &KXUFK RI %URF¶ 3RSH )UDQFLV
attended the World Meeting of Families but
XQIRUWXQDWHO\GLGQ¶WJHWWRWKHFRQWHPSODWLYH
garden. However, Cardinal Tagle of the
Philippines did visit, pray in and bless the
garden and wished that many concrete places
could become green again.

To summarize
So, as you see, Loving Sister Earth is one
small though significant effort to live our
green mission. Maybe some of the insights
that have inspired us will be helpful to you as
you continue your great ministry. In
particular, it may be encouraging for people
to explore more fully the native wisdom in
your own area and learn how that can
contribute to our green mission of today.
Also, as emphasized throughout this
reflection, our own inner journey has a
tremendous role to play in the way forward. If
the journey to authenticity was undertaken by
us all then as balanced and rooted people we
can change our world. By living
harmoniously within ourselves we can make
our contribution towards universal harmony.
Our relationship with God and each other will
be a pulsating powerful energy of pure love
being poured out on our bio diverse universe.
The more we are caught up in the love of our
Triune God the more we will walk reverently
RQ WKH IDFH RI WKH HDUWK DQG OLYH µRXU JUHHQ
PLVVLRQ¶
Let us end with A Prayer for Universal
Harmony:
µOh, Holy Spirit of God,
We stand united with all of humanity.
Open our hearts to the melody of your Divine
love.
We ask for healing of all we have damaged on
this earth.
Bring us to a new place that we may learn to
sing in perfect harmony with all of Creation¶
Amen.
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Brian Grogan, SJ

Ecological Mourning
The Christian Response
Introduction
This paper invites us to explore together the
dimensions of Christian Ecological Mourning
so that we can integrate it into the Living
Green Mission.
As a starting point we can note the perilous
state of our emerging world ± we are at a
tipping point: some scientists would say that
we have already passed the point of no return.
The media present disasters on a daily basis,
and books on our crisis abound, such as W
Sebald: The Natural History of Destruction,
2004 and David Wallace Wells: The
Uninhabitable Earth, 2019, which begins
with the apocalyptic statement: µ,W LV ZRUVH
PXFKZRUVHWKDQ\RXWKLQN¶ /DXGDWR6L¶is
categorical: µ7KH HDUWK RXU KRPH LV
beginning to look more and more like an
LPPHQVHSLOHRIILOWK¶  µ:KRWXUQHGWKH
wonder-world of the seas into underwater
cemeteriHV EHUHIW RI FRORXU DQG OLIH"¶  
Moreover, the Sixth Mass Extinction of
Species has begun.

continuing the behaviours that created our
crisis. Our Green Mission will founder.

Ignoring redemptive mourning leads to the
recurrence of Wrong-doing
The Book of Jeremiah from the 6th century
BCE, is a paradigm of redemptive mourning:
the people sin, but over and over the prophet
calls them to repentance, with the promise of
safe return and restoration after their exile in
Babylon. Yahweh is revealed as the lord of
history who orchestrates all things in accord
with his everlasting love for his wayward
people. µ, ZLOO YLVLW \RX DQG IXOILO P\
SURPLVH«,NQRZWKHSODQV,KDYHIRU\RX«
SODQV IRU \RXU ZHOIDUH DQG QRW IRU KDUP«
When yoXVHDUFKIRUPH\RXZLOOILQGPH«,
will restore your fortunes and bring you back
WRWKHSODFHIURPZKLFK,VHQW\RXLQWRH[LOH¶
(Jer 29:10-14).
The slaughter in North America of indigenous
Indians by Spaniards around 1520 left 20
million killed. But who mourned these
Indians? Instead those who survived became
How can we redemptively cope with the enemy, to be eliminated by the settlers
who saw themselves as on a divine mission to
Ecological Disaster?
Disasters can lead to a great outpouring of create the new Garden of Eden. Now a new
creative energy, but also to grief, anxiety, racism is rife, leading to the challenge: Do
desolation, depression, paralysis, fatalism and Black Lives Matter?
suicide. Must I file disastrous facts away and After World War II and the Holocaust there
become anaesthetised to them? Does my emerged an implicit pact across Germany not
spirituality of finding God in all things to reflect and acknowledge what had
include finding God in ecological disaster? I happened: the focus instead was to be the
suggest that it does, through redemptive rebuilding of the economy. The Inability to
mourning. µ7KRVH ZKR GR QRW OHDUQ WKH Mourn by A & M Mitscherlich, 1967, studies
OHVVRQVRIKLVWRU\DUHGRRPHGWRUHSHDWWKHP¶ the collective suppression of guilt re the Third
as George Santayana said. Unless we deeply Reich. Nazism, they found, was to be
mourn what, we have already done to LQWHUSUHWHG DV VRPHWKLQJ OLNH µDQ LQIHFWLRXV
Creation in the Anthropocene Era, we will not FKLOGKRRGGLVHDVH¶IRUZKLFKRQO\+LWOHUDQG
be living in the truth, and we will continue our his comrades were to blame. Guilt, shame,
destructive ways and repeat former patterns. grief, and empathy were dismissed. Though
The good we may do, even at great cost, will Germany had started the war that ended in the
be to a greater or lesser degree undone by our division of Germany, the enemy were those
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now behind the Wall in East Berlin. This
provocative book initiated a coming to terms
with a terrible past through analyzing the
reigning taboos. This new culture of
remembrance can be a model for others for
others to follow. It offers a counter-balance to
the current emergence of Neo-Nazism.
The exploding of the Atom Bomb in 1945,
instead of halting the Armaments Industry,
has led to its phenomenal growth as the
biggest industry in the world, at $1822b in
2018. It has also created the phenomenon of
µ0XWXDOO\$VVXUHG'HVWUXFWLRQ¶ 0$' 
After the 1947 founding of the State of Israel,
the Jews did not redemptively mourn their
Holocaust, and instead began the persecution
of the Palestinians.
,UHODQG¶V &KLOG 6H[XDO $EXVH VFDQGDO KDV
accelerated the current collapse of the Irish
&DWKROLF&KXUFK)URPWKH¶VRQPDQ\
knew that things were very wrong, but few
protested. When they did they were silenced.
As Derek Scally puts it in The Best Catholics
in the World: Dublin, 2021: µ7KLVERRNLVQRW
about taking sides but is an embrace of
ambivalence, suggesting an informed and
respectful discussion of the deep-rooted
trauma of our Catholic legacy. Keeping the
past as it is, buried in its shallow grave, leaves
us stuck in a home-PDGH OLPER ,I ZH GRQ¶W
ZDQW WR NQRZ ZKDW¶V EXULHG RU LI ZH NQRZ
and continue to deny it, we ensure that
anything new we build over this grave risk
repeating unconsciously and in new forms,
the structural flaws RIWKHSDVW«$UHZHUHDG\
WRRZQRXUSDVW"¶(301-2).
Ten days after the September 11, 2001 attack
on the Twin Towers in New York, President
Bush announced that we had finished grieving
and now needed resolute action to take the

place of grief. So much for a period of
redemptive mourning!
We must include the work of redemptive ecomourning as an integral dimension of our
Living Green Mission. Christian Ecomourning, as part of Christian consciousness,
will play an essential role in the healing of the
planet, by alerting us to what is wrong in our
ways of living and liberating us to live more
genuinely the values of the Gospel. Griefwork holds the mystery of pain and evil in a
steady and loving gaze: out of this
contemplative stance emerges compassion
and conversion.
Each of us may ask: Do I find myself
mourning the destruction of creation? If Yes,
how can I respond creatively to it? Can
Ecological Grief/Mourning become a
dynamic and redemptive reality that is
integrated into my spirituality and my
pastoral approach?
1. Redemptive
Mourning

Moments

in

Christian

I suggest various moments in Christian
mourning, in the confident belief that the
Holy Spirit who is among us will inspire each
of us to do what is best suited to our unique
situations.
Firstly, we must allow the reality of our
ecological crisis to enter deeply into our
souls: if we live in denial the destruction will
continue unchecked. Only the truth will set us
free (Jn 8:32). Currently the deep warnings of
Covid 19 are not yet being adequately heard:
as TS Eliot says: We have the experience but
miss the meaning.
µ7KH HFRORJLFDO FULVLV LV D VXPPRQV WR
profound interior conversion. It must be said
that some committed and prayerful
Christians, with the excuse of realism and
pragmatism, tend to ridicule expressions of
concern for the environment. Others are
passive: they choose not to change their
habits and thus become inconsistent. So, what
WKH\ DOO QHHG LV DQ µHFRORJLFDO FRQYHUVLRQ¶
whereby the effects of their encounter with
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Jesus Christ become evident in their
relationship with the world around them.
/LYLQJRXUYRFDWLRQWREHSURWHFWRUVRI*RG¶V
handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is
not an optional or a secondary aspect of our
&KULVWLDQH[SHULHQFH¶(LS 218).

DJDLQVWRXUVHOYHVDQGDVLQDJDLQVW*RG¶(LS
15). µ$KHDOWK\UHODWLRQVKLSZLWKFUHDWLRQ«.
entails the recognition of our errors, sins,
faults and failures, and leads to heartfelt
UHSHQWDQFHDQGGHVLUHIRUFKDQJH¶(LS 218).
This well describes ecological mourning,
repentance and amendment.

2. Love and Mourning
4. The Gift of Tears
With an ever-deepening realization of what is
wrong must come a deeper love of Creation.
Reflection on the mystical passages of
Laudato Si can be helpful here: I have
gathered these in a booklet for easy reference:
see the Reading List below. Loving and
mourning go hand in hand: what I love little,
I mourn little if it disappears. Redemptive
mourning arises only when I realize that in the
ravaging of Nature, part of my very being is
gone, because I am a part of Nature: I attend
a little funeral of Nature, and die a little death
myself. I am the less for the disappearance of
every detail of bio-diversity. I must allow
myself to experience emotionally the pain of
Mother Earth: µ:HFDQIHHOWKHGHVHUWLILFDWLRQ
of the soil almost as a physical ailment, and
the extinction of a species as a painful
GLVILJXUHPHQW¶ LS 89).

The gift of tears for sin is cherished in the
contemplative tradition, and we need in our
times to explore its richness as a remedy for
VLQDJDLQVW&UHDWLRQµ7HDUVIRUORVWSODFHVIRU
a whole lost world of possibilities. Also, tears
born of gratitude for what has been, for what
might yet be retrieved and restored. Tears as
a source of renewal. Tears as a gift. This is
how the Christian monastics of the fourth
FHQWXU\(J\SWLDQGHVHUWWKRXJKWDERXWWHDUV¶
(D. Christie: The Blue Sapphire of the Mind:
Notes for a Contemplative Ecology, 74).
Tears are a gift: they make walls crumble and
they break open the human heart. The heart of
stone becomes flesh. Tears sear our souls, and
break down pride and self-sufficiency:
fragility and vulnerability take their place.
Tears wash away sin and bring intimacy and
closeness: we see some things rightly only
3. Mourning is linked to shame and sorrow with eyes that have wept.
Redemption begins when we identify with
for sin.
Jesus who weeps over the loss of what he
In this step I acknowledge that I am complicit loves.
in the sin against creation. µ,V LW , /RUG"¶ ཙ We can contemplate him at the grave of
µ<HV¶
Lazarus, and learn that this divine weeping
3RSH )UDQFLV WHOOV XV µPatriarch
is born of his love. µ7KH RQH \RX ORYH LV
Bartholomew has spoken in particular of the
VLFN¶ (Jn 11:3). But the sharp edge now is
need for each of us to repent of the ways we
that it is we who have brought this mortal
have harmed the planet, for inasmuch as we
sickness on the Creation God loves. We
all generate some ecological damage, we are
take our place with Martha in speaking
called to acknowledge our contribution to the
with Jesus.
disfigurement and destruction of creation. ཙ We can sit with him as he weeps over the
For human beings to destroy the biological
Jerusalem he loves, which is soon to be
GLYHUVLW\ RI *RG¶V FUHDWLRQ WR GHJUDGH WKH
destroyed (Lk 19:41-44), and watch him
integrity of the earth by causing changes in its
weep over his ravaged Creation.
climate, by stripping the earth of its natural ཙ We can watch and pray in Gethsemane as
forests or destroying its wetlands; to
he weeps not just for himself but for the
FRQWDPLQDWH WKH HDUWK¶V ZDWHUV LWV ODQG Lts
Sin of the World ± he carries the sin that
air, and its life ± these are sins. To commit a
we inflict on Creation, and the grief and
crime against the natural world is a sin
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suffering we bring thereby to innocent and
good people, especially the poor.
ཙ On the Via Crucis we meet him and he
commands us WR ZHHS µWeep for
\RXUVHOYHV DQG IRU \RXU FKLOGUHQ¶ (Lk
23:28). This command has new resonances
today: we speak with him about the sort of
world we are handing on to our children,
and allow ourselves to weep with him.
ཙ We can weep with Creation, as he does:
µ)RU D ORQJ WLPH , KDYH KHOG P\ SHDFH«
Now I will cry out like a woman in labour:
,ZLOOJDVSDQGSDQW¶(Is 42:14-15). µThere
LVDWLPHWRZHHS«DWLPHWRPRXUQ (Eccl
3:4). Creation is now in mourning, in
agony, and we are part of Creation. µ7KH
vineyard is ruined, desolate, it mourns to
PH¶ (Jer 12:11).
ཙ Gazing at the Crucified One (Jn 19:37),
we can include all Creation as suffering
with him. The mystery of grace through
which all created reality is healed is
hidden here.
1RWHWKDWLQ6FULSWXUHµPRXUQLQJ¶µZHHSLQJ¶
DQG µWHDUV¶ HDFK RFFXU PRUH WKDQ  WLPHV
Metanoia²conversion, is hard work. It
involves a re-creating of us, µIURP KHDUWV RI
VWRQHWRKHDUWVRIIOHVK¶(Ez 36:26) and carries
all the pain of heart-surgery! But this
mourning is cleansing, graced, life-giving,
redemptive, because it flows from God.
5. Now our trust in God has to grow!
Do we believe that God can and will intervene
WRVDYHWKHZRUOG"µ*RGORYHVWKHZRUOG so
PXFK«¶ Jn 3:16): can we believe that? Jesus
is either Lord of all, or he is lord of nothing,
VR 7KRPDV¶ VWDWHPHQW µ0\ /RUG DQG P\
*RG¶ Jn 20:28) takes on new meaning. We
are challenged here to a new appreciation of
*RG¶V JUHDWQHVV DQG SURYLGHQFH /Ht
-HUHPLDK¶VLPDJHVXVWDLQXVLQGDUNWLPHV
,ZHQWGRZQWRWKHSRWWHU¶VKRXVH
and there he was, working at his wheel.
The vessel he was making of clay was
spoiled in his hand,
and he reworked it into another vessel, as
seemed good to him.

Then the word of the Lord came to me:
µ&DQ,QRWGRZLWK\RX2KRXVHRI,VUDHO
just as this potter has done? says the Lord.
-XVW OLNHWKH FOD\LQ WKH SRWWHU¶VKDQGVR
DUH\RXLQPLQH¶ (Jer 18:3-6).

6. Intercession for Creation
We are to be delegates of prayer for
humankind in pain; we may be few in
number, but we are tasked as intercessors for
the world. We take our place with the solitary
figures of Abraham (Gn 18), Moses (Ex
32:14) and Jesus (Lk 22:39-46). Pope
%HQHGLFW;9,TXRWHVDQDQFLHQWDXWKRUµ7KH
human race lives thanks to a few: were it not
IRUWKHPWKHZRUOGZRXOGSHULVK¶ Spe Salvi,
15). The great biblical scholar Bultmann says:
µ3UD\HU LV WR PRYH *RG WR GR VRPHWKLQJ
ZKLFKKHRWKHUZLVHZRXOGQRWGR¶
Intercession demands great faith; it hopes
against hope; it does not cease until what is
DVNHG LV JLYHQ LW WUXVWV WKDW µwith God, all
WKLQJV DUH SRVVLEOH¶ ±this theme recurs ten
times in Scripture, from Gn 18:14 to Lk 18:27.
Intercession has an extraordinary force. It
FDOOV *RG¶V IXWXUH LQWR WKH SUHVHQW 1HZ
DOWHUQDWLYHV EHFRPH IHDVLEOH µ7KH
unexpected becomes suddenly possible
because people on earth have invoked heaven,
the home of the possibles, and have been
KHDUG¶ :DOWHU:LQN Engaging the Powers,
299).
We who engage in redemptive mourning for
Creation are not left to bear its suffering
alone. Jesus handed over his suffering to his
Father, the God of all consolation: the
trinitarian dynamic operates. He was
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comforted, and we shall be too. µ%OHVVHGDUH
WKRVHZKRZHHSWKH\VKDOOEHFRPIRUWHG¶ (Mt
 µHLVSUD\HUZDVKHDUG¶ (Hb 5:7), and our
prayer also shall be heard. Consolation comes
also in our actions for the planet because we
DUH LQ WXQH ZLWK *RG µCome to me, all you
that labour«,ZLOOUHIUHVK\RX¶ (Mt 11;28).
µ,EDQGDJHEXW*RGKHDOV¶± so said Sigmund
Freud, quoting a surgeon. We labour but it is
*RGZKRµPDNHVWKLQJVJURZ¶ (1Cor 3:6), and
we can see this happening when we get the
order of things right.
We can include Creation in our regular
prayer: see E Johnson: Creation & the Cross:
The Mercy of God for a Planet in Peril. Be
LQFOXVLYH VKH VD\V OHW WKH ZRUG µ86¶ VWDQG
IRUµ$OO¶ZKHUHYHUSRVVLEOH:HDOUHDG\SUD\
µ<RX VDYH DQLPDOV DQG KXPDQV DOLNH¶ (Ps
 6ROHWXVSUD\µMay God be gracious
WR XV $// DQG EOHVV XV $OO¶ (including
Creation) (Ps   µ+DYH PHUF\ RQ XV $//¶
3V µ+HWRRNIOHVKDQGGZHOWDPRQJXV
$//¶ Jn  µ(PPDQXHO¶PHDQVµGod is
ZLWK XV $//¶ (Mt   µGod will raise us
$// ¶ 1C 6:4); µ,Q KLP ZH $// OLYH DQG
PRYHDQGKDYHRXUEHLQJ¶ (Ac 17:28). Psalms
104 and 148 enable us to find our place within
the great panorama of Being, not as its lords
and dominators, but in fellowship with all that
is.
7. Eco-conversion
This will mean the ending of a self-indulgent
style lived at the expense of creation. Pope
)UDQFLV¶020 encyclical Fratelli Tutti offers
a vision of a world in harmony, based on
reverence for all, including reverence for
FUHDWLRQ)UDQFLV¶QHZERRNDare to Dream,
2020, challenges us to make this vision a
reality.
R W Kimmerer in her book Braiding
Sweetgrass, which has been described as a
hymn of love to the world, unfolds the
concept of Reciprocity. To maintain harmony
between Nature and ourselves, she proposes
that we learn the ways of Nature who cares for
us, so that we may care rightly for her. We

are the ones who come asking for life from
her.
µ,QWURGXFH \RXUVHOI DVN SHUPLVVLRQ EHIRUH
taking. Abide by the answer. Never take the
first, nor the last. Take only what you need.
Never take more than half. Leave some for
others. Harvest in a way that minimizes harm.
Never waste what you have taken. Share. Give
thanks for what you have been given. Give a
JLIWLQUHFLSURFLW\IRUZKDW\RXKDYHWDNHQ¶±
p. 183.
The Christian community is to be prophetic as
we witness to Christian love and hope for the
world. Communal discernment helps us to
engage and to lobby effectively to bring about
the massive changes which our crisis requires.
Summary
Among the People of God many are working
hard to protect the planet. But good people
can have a Messiah-like mind-set, as if their
bright ideas and plans will solve the crisis.
There is however no merely human solution
to our problem, so I am proposing that while
we commit ourselves to doing what we can,
we must embed creative mourning in
Christian
practice
and
ritual,
and
acknowledge with /DXGDWR6L¶ that the root of
our crisis lies within our warped relationship
with Creation and its Creator. Else we will be
µEXLOGLQJRQVKDOORZJUDYHV¶DQGZLOOUHSHDW
our errors. Mourning must be searingly
KRQHVW µ:H KDYH VLQQHG¶ 7KLV admission
brings us along the path to amendment. For
example: if our challenge is to provide
enough energy for the world, should we turn
to fracking or to nuclear energy? Or must our
focus be on reducing our energy NEEDS, and
on identifying new and safer sources of
energy? Mourning that is redemptive brings
good from evil. Well-made decisions follow
the promptings of God and become part of the
comprehensive divine solution, for the new
heavens and earth come from the One µZKR
PDNHV DOO WKLQJV QHZ¶ (Rev 21:5), and who
ZLOO EULQJ DERXW µWKH XQLYHUVDO UHVWRUDWLRQ¶
that is promised (Acts 3:21).
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Richie Gomez, MSC

Sustainable Living and Agriculture
For Indigenous People of Mindanao, the Philippines
At this SEDOS Seminar, I shall be presenting
to you the locus scenarios but with undeniable
global implications due to the way we live our
modern lifestyle. To present it in a simpler
ZD\ , VKDOO XVH WKH ³6HH ± Discern ± Act´
methodology for a better hermeneutical
understanding and a more balanced
interpretation.
OUR SITUATION (SEE)
We are all on the One Boat of Globalization.
Is it good to be on this boat? We have no
choice but to continue our journey as we are
on this boat of the Capitalistic, Consumeristic,
Commercialistic, Materialistic, Profit-Driven
Community. As a result, we have an
excessive lifestyle and live the throw-away
culture, rich and poor alike. The adverse
impact of climate change on farmers has
already penetrated their day to day suffering.
Natural calamities such as El Niño, La Niña,
Typhoons, Flashfloods, have devastated their
farmlands. The unpredictable weather
conditions affect the cycle of crops. To work
in the fields from 10:00 a.m. onwards in the
sun is already very difficult (global warming)
and Livestock raising (hybrid) does not adapt
to climate.
For more than three decades, the method of
modern farming (Green Revolution) based on
chemical products, has been in use. This has
become common for mass production,
worldwide. Surplus products from First
World countries under the International Free
Trade Agreement resulted in the Philippines
becoming the dumping ground for surplus
food and non-food products. Our local
production is not valued and given
importance. Furthermore, when the Rice
Tarrification Law was enacted, there was an
influx of imported goods.
1

Satish Kumar; editor emeritus of Resurgence &

The November 2020 Rice Cropping situation
is quite remarkable. The Selling Price of the
Palay harvest to National Food Authority
(NFA) was P17.00/kg., strictly dry. Traders
could buy it at P13.00 to 15.00 dry and P10.00
to 12.00 for low quality that may be wet and
VSRWWHG2QWKHIDUPHUV¶VLGHWKHHDVLHURSWLRQ
is to sell their Palay to the Traders because
they are already at work in other fields after
the harvest. Thus, they avoid other postharvest expenses (winnowing, trucking,
drying, re-sacking, winnowing again, and
trucking again) they would incur if they
considered selling to NFA. The expenses will
be higher if the weather is bad with no drying
facilities. No matter how much you think
about it, our Farmers cannot get a just and
compensating reward for their hard work, in
view of their family profile of 4-8 children, no
educational qualification, with loans at 5/6
interest, and the fact they do not own the land.
The Pandemic Situation has imposed all kinds
RIUHVWULFWLRQVWKDWOLPLWRXUIDUPHUV¶HIIRUWVWR
make some extra income. Even worse were
they to be infected by the Covid-19 virus.
Finally, we are seeing the destruction of
rainforests, the pollution of the oceans with
enormous amounts of plastic, diminishing
biodiversity, soil erosion and the depletion of
the soil from which all life derives its food, all
happening at an accelerated pace.1

Sustainable living and Agriculture for
Indigenous People
Ecologist magazine and author of Soil, Soul, Society.
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OUR REFLECTION (DISCERN)
Food Sovereignty is our fight for sustainable
living. In order to ensure healthy food
production, we need to establish farms that
are not dependent on chemical products since
we know the environmental/health hazards
linked to this conventional way of farming.
The )DUPHUV¶&RPPXQLW\2UJDQL]DWLRQV will
play a significant role in continuous
formation, non-formal learning, uplifting the
morale of the farmers, as we, at the Center for
the Poor, share with them our Core Values
and Principles, such as:
භ
භ
භ
භ

Love- Shared- Blessing Academy
Sapat na (Enough) Principle
Care for the Environment (Laudato 6L¶)
Zero Waste or Best Green Practices
DQG5¶V
භ Back to Basic, Simple Life-Style
භ Natural Sustainable Farming
To share the plight of the Poor challenges our
very identity as Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart. Our option for the Poor has shaken our
own lifestyle. We have become one of them,
smell like them, muddied and bruised like
them. As we listen to their stories, visit their
homes, eat at the same table, we learn so much
from them. Some of them come from Rehab
Centers, some are ex-Rebels while others
have bad Records in the community. Those
we are serving are the people who need to be
Recognized by society, for they literally come
from the fringes of society. They are ³the
Least, the Lost, and the /DVW´ / 
By continuing our modern Life-Style with
evHU\ ³LVP´ RI RXU WLPH &DSLWDOLVP
Consumerism,
Materialism,
IndividuDOLVP« this humanity will soon collapse. As
we are called to re-direct and shift our way of
living from Ego-system (awareness that
cares about the well-being of oneself) to Ecosystem (awareness that cares about the wellbeing of all, including oneself ).2 Endless
production, consumption and the pursuit of
2

Otto Scharmer and Katrin Kaufer: Leading from
emerging future ± from Ego-System to Eco-System
Economics. Copyright @ 2013, Berrett-Koehler

profit in the name of economic growth,
progress and development have become the
most cherished goals of the modern economy.
According to an ecological worldview,
production and consumption as well as money
and profit should be the means to an end. The
end goal should be the well-being of people
and the integrity of the Planet Earth. If
production and consumption, money and
economic growth damage nature and exploit
people then such economic activities must be
stopped at once.
In the economy of nature there is no waste. It
is an ecological imperative that the production
and consumption of goods and services
produce no waste. Waste does violence to the
ecological integrity of our Earth Home.
Whatever we take from nature must go back
to nature. What cannot be absorbed by nature
should not be produced.

Pandemic Food Assistance

Linear versus Cyclical Economy:
Linear ± we take from nature, use it and then
throw it away with the consequence that it
ends up in landfills, in rivers, the oceans and
the atmosphere.
Cyclical ± all goods and products must be
recycled and returned to nature without
damage or waste. With ecological sensitivity
we should know that if we pollute the air, we
have to breathe it, if we pollute the water, we
have to drink it and if we pollute the soil, we
have to eat the food grown on all that polluted
soil.3

Publishers, Inc., San Francisco, C.A.
3
Satish Kumar; editor emeritus of Resurgence &
Ecologist magazine and author of Soil, Soul, Society.
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Can we still say that Mindanao is the food
EDVNHWRIWKHFRXQWU\",GRQ¶WWKLQNVR/HWPH
take you to our Banana Plantation run by the
7UDQV 1DWLRQDO &RUSRUDWLRQV 17&¶V  LQ WKH
country. Each part of the banana plant is
infused with chemicals to maintain its
³IODZOHVV H[SRUW TXDOLW\´ RWKHUZLVH WKH
importing country may reject/return the
bananas. In unsafe and Hazardous Working
Conditions,
workers
complained
of
headaches, dizziness, tightening of chest, sore
throat and stomach pains due to chemical
exposure. The chemicals utilized vary from
week to week so that insects do not develop
immunity to them. Workers are exposed to
highly toxic chemicals on a daily basis, yet
they are not provided with proper, adequate
Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs). Now,
after 38 years of poisoning the soil and the
waters, the Panama Disease of the bananas
broke out. No matter how much the farmers
tried to apply the strongest stronger
chemicals, the more resistant the virus
became, leaving hundreds of thousands of
hectares barren.4
Anthropocentric Attitude: Human beings
consider themselves to be separate from
nature and even superior and above nature.
We value nature only in terms of its
usefulness to human beings. This arrogant
attitude is the root cause of the present
ecological crisis.5

භ To preserve organic seeds not dependent
on chemicals
භ To organize Centers/Organizations for the
Poor that focus on Agriculture Cooperatives
and Sustainable Farming.
භ To buy the Palay Products based on the
NFA Price Standard, plus P2.00 for nonorganic, and P3.00 for organic products
භ To create more farms to grow the Raw
Materials needed for organic fertilizers and
food products like (azolla/chinese water
spinach/cohol, and maggots¶FXOWXUH
Promote Farm to Table Principle, not Farm
to Market Road, to by-pass the traders and
businessmen. The Center will serve as a
bridge between the Farmers and the
Consumers that maintains the original price of
the products as we are a Non-Profit
Organization. To think how to make a profit,
5HWXUQRI,QYHVWPHQWV 52, LVHYHU\ERG\¶V
mindset. This mentality permeates the system
which Jesus radically opposed in the Gospel
Stories of the hired workers in the vineyard
(Mt 20:1-16) Are you questioning my
generosity? (SELFISHNESS). Parable of the
Talents (Mt 25:14-30). You knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather where I
scattered no seed? (GREED)
For very many years we failed to establish
organic farmers for the following reasons:

භ Farmers and Traders focused on a high
price (lahat gusto mag ganansia) to the
point that it was no longer affordable to the
Post-Harvest Intervention
ordinary consumer. (basta organic mahal
We used to help the farmers or organizations
dapat)
financially during the planting period. But භ Organic growers do not receive
now, we focus our intervention program on
support/subsidies in the post-harvest period.
the Post-Harvest Period. The Center for the භ Farmers can supply the products, but the
Poor is working closely with the Department
marketing is difficult because marketing is
RI $JULFXOWXUH '$  RWKHU 1*2¶V
controlled by the business sector (traders).
individual
farmers,
fisher-folk,
and
Indigenous People, tribes/communities, for The Intervention strategy of the Center for the
the following reasons:
Poor in the Post-Harvest Period is to: - buy

OUR SOLIDARITY (ACT)

4

Imperialist Plunder of the Philippine Agriculture: A
research on the Expansion of Plantations through
Agribusiness Venture Arrangement (AVAs) in
Mindanao. Copyright @ 2019, Unyon ng mga
Manggagawa sa Agricultura (UMA).

5
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their products at a higher price than the NFA
Price. Can we be sure that this will motivate
Farmers to plant using Organic Methods?
On Dispersal Programs:
This time the program is planning to double
the number of the 1st cycle, in the 2nd cycle.
This program is well-supported by the
Talacogon Municipal Veterinary Office and
Department of Agriculture (D.A) Province.
Demo Farms will apply our Organic
Fertilizers on Trial, if successful, at the next
cropping:
-Del Monte Living Museum, -San Vicente
Demo Farm 1 (1.2 ha.), -San Vicente Demo
Farm 2 (3/4 ha.), -Zillovia Demo Farm 3 (.09
ha.), -La Suerte William Farm (1.8 ha), Lingling Las Nieves Farm (10 ha.), -George
Del Monte Farm (3 ha.)
Our Target is to produce Red Rice, Pink Rice,
Black Rice and Adlay Rice.
One Stop Shop, Post-Harvest, Zero Waste
Facilities
(We need Php 3.5 million to realize this
project). The Post-Harvest Facilities are the
following:
භ Building Construction with Truck Service
for howling farm products
භ Solar Drier
භ Mechanical Drier ± Prototype model
patterned on our Brick Cookstove using rice
hull waste from the rice mill.
භ Rice Mill ² The D.A. will transport the
machine from Tumaliktik to Del Monte.
භ Feed Mill ² using by-products from the
rice mill (rice bran, corn bran, copra mill)
and farm roughage
භ Agri-Machine
Shop
for
Farming
Equipment.

Food Processing Livelihood for women:
The Center is developing a capacity to train
women as professional green chefs who
respect the ingredients, and ensure zero-waste
kitchen management. In the midst of the
Pandemic, a livelihood was created for them
such as, making sausages (Longganisa) and
meat rolls (Lumpia) with 30% herbs and 70%
meat. These are all by-products from our Pig
Dispersal Project. We collect the fruit and
vegetables from the farm and process them
naturally and organically (Food Preservation)
through
fermentation,
pickling
and
sweetening.
Enrolled UMAHANTA (our farm)
Training Program: We are using the 70-2010 Learning Process for Sustainable Farming.
70% Actual ± 20% Exposure ± 10% Lecture/
Input and Processing, with a Values Program
for personal growth, development and skills
training. This is a 1-Year Program at
Php1.5M budget for the daily wages of Ten
Farmers. After the Program, we hope that the
candidates will have a higher level of
awareness in taking care of the environment,
sustainable agriculture and acquired skills on
Farm Management with the right attitude.
This is an on-going program and we hope to
have a 2nd batch after May 2021, if our budget
permits.

Once this has been realized, it will answer the
Post-Harvest Problem of the Farmers. This
will address the scarcity of Agri-machinery
like: mud-boat, turtle, and thresher. This OneStop Shop Facility could become a buying
station between farmers and traders, even
NFA.

The Nursery House prepares
100 seedling trees every month
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Values
Formation
Program
every
Saturday at Del Monte Living Museum
Farm:
This is open to all ² Lay MSC Partners,
Exposurists, Center for the Poor Program
Proponents, Youth Scholars, UMAHANTA
Members, Pig dispersal members, and Walkin learners. We set a specific Topic, ± Sharing
of best green practices ± Processing the
experience ± Planning and Evaluation of our
Research and Development (R&D) at the
Living Museum ± on a weekly basis. We
invite experts such as Agriculturists,
Ecologists, Permaculturists, Garbologists,
Veterinary Doctors, Environmentalists, to
speak, and this program was strongly
supported by D.A. and ATI who sometimes
allocate a food budget for the participants.
BIOFEEDS PRODUCTION for (pigs,
chickens, fish) 1 ton/day @ P20.00/kg., which
the farmers could afford? After establishing
the source of organic raw materials, we could
produce a greater volume to supply other
organic growers outside the Del Monte Living
Museum Farm and with this:
භ We could offer more pig-dispersal
proponents a livelihood
භ Establish our own livestock farm with
native/organic chickens, ducks (itikan), eggproduction and thus generate employment
භ Create a livelihood for fisher-folk (Britania
Surigao Sur) who could breed valued fish
species such as: Pompano, Lapu-lapu,
Tanigue, Blue Marlin, Hito, Tilapia, etc.
භ Azolla Farm, Chinese water-spinach
(Kangkong) Farm, Cohol Culture, Maggots
Culture and other raw materials can be
grown in the vast marshlands of Talacogon
by empowering local communities to work
on these projects.
භ Producing heavy-duty machinery at the
Center (meat grinder,
hummer mill,
shredder, pelletizer, dehydrators, proper
handling and packaging).

භ Continue our R and D for the Biofeeds by
using farm roughage and market waste like
fruit and vegetables.
In addition, our dream is that one day the
Center for the Poor could supply farmers with
Organic Fertilizers such as: Bokashi Juice,
Foliar growth enhancer with insect repellant,
Omega Greens, Lucky Japanese Soil
Enhancer
(antimolds
and
bacterium
pathogens) and Bokashi Soil), soil treatment
application. Going back to nature would
literally heal our land by bringing back the
abundance of microorganisms.
Pandemic Food Assistance Program:
%HFDXVH RI WKH 3DQGHPLF¶V QHJDWLYH HIIHFWV
many in the rural areas are now jobless. If we
do not intervene and address the basic needs
of the people like food, our community will
soon face more problems. On 15 March 2021,
we launched the 3 ZRUWK RI ³9LDQGV´
(P10.00 lang Ayos na! Sud-an na). The Youth
of Del Monte (Sanguniang kabataan, Parish
Youth, Singles for Christ, Out of School
Youth) were put in charge of the daily
FRRNLQJ RI ³YLDQGV´ DVVLVWHG E\ 06& /D\
Partners. In this program we promote:
ZERO WASTE ± Bring your own container
ZERO PACKAGING ± No disposable plastic
ZERO PROFIT ± Just sharing
By localizing our Daily Menu, gathering our
raw materials from the local farmers, we gave
sSHFLDO DWWHQWLRQ WR ³3¶V´ RU SRRUHVW RI WKH
poor members, besides which the Center for
the Poor allocates funds to this program
instead of just handing out food packs to
people.
Contact information
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
Center for the Poor ± Philippines
(richforever55@gmail.com)
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Ezrah Schraven

Climate Change & Sustainability, What can be done?
Lessons from the corporate world
(]UDK 6FKUDYHQ LV WKH JOREDO
VXVWDLQDELOLW\ FRQVXOWDQW IRU D
FRPSDQ\FDOOHG)8*52ZKLFK
LV D JHRWHFKQLFDO HQJLQHHULQJ
ILUP 7KH\ PDS WKH VXUIDFH RI
RXUSODQHWDQGDUHWKHLQGXVWU\
OHDGHUVLQWKHLUILHOG
,QWURGXFWLRQ
0\JRDORIWKLVWDONWRGD\LVWZRIROG
 WREULQJDFURVVZKDWLVDWWKHKHDUWRIWKH
PDWWHU ZKHQ ZH DUH GLVFXVVLQJ FOLPDWH
FKDQJH
  WR VKDUH ZLWK \RX D SUDJPDWLF  SUDFWLFDO
DSSURDFKWKDWFDQEHXVHGWRLPSOHPHQWDFWLRQ
RUVXSSRUWFRPPXQLWLHVLQPDNLQJDFKDQJH
7KHKHDUWRIWKHPDWWHU
(YHU\WKLQJ GLVFXVVHG LQ WKLV SUHVHQWDWLRQ
UHODWHVWRWKHJOREDOFULVLVRIFOLPDWHFKDQJH
DQG LWV LPSDFW ,W LV RIWHQ TXLWH GLIILFXOW WR
LPDJLQH ZKDW WKH LPSDFW RI D JOREDO FULVLV
PLJKWEH:KHQZHWDONDERXWFOLPDWHFKDQJH
WKLVFDQEHDSUHWW\DEVWUDFWFRQFHSW,WFDQEH
GLIILFXOW WR XQGHUVWDQG MXVW KRZ ELJ DQG
LPSDFWIXOWKLVFULVLVLVWKDWLVXQIROGLQJ

https://facte.ru/nature/kak-obrazuetsya-tsunami

,Q WKLV SKRWR \RX VHH D VPDOO ZDYH LW
UHSUHVHQWV &RYLG DQG LWV LPSDFW
(YHU\ERG\ RQ WKLV FDOO KDV EHHQ DIIHFWHG E\
&RYLG
3DQGHPLFV KDYH RIWHQ EHHQ GLVFXVVHG EXW
QRZWKDWZHDUHH[SHULHQFLQJRQHZHFRPH
WR ILQG RXW ZKDW WKH PHDQLQJ RI D JOREDO
SDQGHPLFWUXO\LVBut, EHKLQGWKHVPDOOZDYH
\RX VHH D PXFK PXFK ODUJHU ZDYH FRPLQJ
WRZDUGVXV7KLVZDYHUHSUHVHQWVWKHVL]HDQG
LPSDFW RI &OLPDWH &KDQJH &OLPDWH FKDQJH
ZLOOKDYHDSURIRXQGLPSDFWRQHYHU\OLYLQJ
WKLQJRQWKLVSODQHW,WLVPXFKPXFKELJJHU
WKDQ&RYLG7KLVLVZK\\RXKHDUPRUHDQG
PRUHSHRSOHWDONDERXWLW&OLPDWH&KDQJHLV
WKH ELJJHVW HQYLURQPHQWDO FULVLV WKLV SODQHW
KDVVHHQLQPRGHUQKLVWRU\&OLPDWHFKDQJHLV
KDSSHQLQJEHFDXVHRIWKH&2WKDWZHHPLW
LQWRWKHDLUZKHQZHGULYHDFDUIO\ZKHQZH
FRQVXPHHOHFWULFLW\RUEXUQRXUVWRYH&2LV
HPLWWHG LQWR WKH DLU ZKHQ SURGXFWV DUH
SURGXFHG DQG JRRGV DUH EHLQJ WUDQVSRUWHG
7KH LPSDFW ZLOO EH PRUH DQG PRUH YLVLEOH
HYHU\ \HDU JRLQJ IRUZDUG DQG VFLHQFH FDQ
JLYHXVLQVLJKWLQZKHUHWKLVLVJRLQJ6
%HKLQG WKH FOLPDWH FKDQJH ZDYH \RX VHH
DQRWKHU VZHOO HPHUJLQJ 2QH WKDW UHSUHVHQWV
WKHORVVRIELRGLYHUVLW\:KHQ\RXKHDUDERXW
VSHFLHV GLVDSSHDULQJ \RX DUH KHDULQJ DERXW
WKH ELRGLYHUVLW\ FULVLV 7KLV LV FDXVHG E\
KXPDQDFWLYLWLHVFOLPDWHFKDQJHSHVWLFLGHV
RYHUILVKLQJ HWF 7KH LPSDFW RI ORVV RI
ELRGLYHUVLW\ RQ WKH ZHOOEHLQJ RI WKH SODQHW
DQGKXPDQNLQGLVH[SHFWHGWREHSURIRXQG7R
UHIHU EDFN WR WKH ODVW SUHVHQWDWLRQ E\ 5LFK
*RPH] LW LV LQ GLYHUVLW\ WKDW \RX ILQG
VXVWDLQDELOLW\
7R VWRS FOLPDWH FKDQJH DQG WKH ORVV RI
ELRGLYHUVLW\RXUEHKDYLRUDQGRXUZD\RIOLIH

6

For more information see IPCC (international Panel for
Climate Change): https://www.ipcc.ch
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QHHGWRFKDQJH7KHUHIRUHWKHNH\PHVVDJHRI
WKLVSUHVHQWDWLRQLV(DUWKLVQRWKHUHIRUXVWR
FRQVXPH 1DWXUH LV QRW D FRQVXPSWLRQ
SURGXFWZHDUHDQLQWHJUDOSDUWRILW:HFDQ
OLYHRQRXUSODQHWDQGH[LVWE\WKHJUDFHRID
GHOLFDWHEDODQFH,WLVFUXFLDOWKDWKXPDQNLQG
FRPHVWRWKLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRWKDWZHPD\
FKDQJHWKHZD\ZHWUHDWRXUSODQHW
7KLV FDQ EH FKDOOHQJLQJ <RX ZLOO ILQG WKDW
RIWHQ SHRSOH VHHN WR IXOILOO WKHLU VKRUWWHUP
QHHGV/RQJWHUPFRQVHTXHQFHVRIWHQFRPH
VHFRQG LQ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ HVSHFLDOO\ LI
FRQVHTXHQFHV DUH QRW LPPHGLDWH RU GLUHFW
KRZHYHU JUXHVRPH WKHVH PD\ EH  $Q
DGGLWLRQDOFKDOOHQJHLVWKDWWKHPDJQLWXGHRI
WKH FRQFHSW RI FOLPDWH FKDQJH FDQ EH TXLWH
RYHUZKHOPLQJ WR WKH SRLQW ZKHUH LW OHDYHV
\RXIHHOLQJSRZHUOHVV:KHQ\RXUHDOL]HWKH
LPSDFW LW KDV \RX VLPSO\ GRQ¶W NQRZ ZKDW
\RX FRXOG SRVVLEO\ GR WR FKDQJH LW:H ZLOO
WDONPRUHDERXWWKDWODWHU
,QWKLVSUHVHQWDWLRQ,ZLOOVKDUHZLWK\RXVRPH
SUDFWLFDO EXW FUXFLDO KDQGOHV WKH EXVLQHVV LV
XVLQJ +RSHIXOO\ WKHVH VDPH KDQGOHV FDQ
SURYLGH LQVLJKWV RU VXSSRUW WR RXU DXGLHQFH
WRGD\DVZHOO
:KDWFDQZHGR"
&OLPDWH FKDQJH DQG WKH ORVV RI ELRGLYHUVLW\
VHHP VR ELJ LQ LPSDFW WKDW LW LV GLIILFXOW WR
LPDJLQHKRZRQHSHUVRQFDQPDNHDFKDQJH
,W FDQ EH D OLWWOH RYHUZKHOPLQJ7KHVH VWHSV
ZLOOKHOS\RXJHWDJULSRQZKDWHYHU\SHUVRQ
DQG FRPPXQLW\ LV GRLQJ WKH UROH WKH\ SOD\
DQGKRZWKH\FDQSOD\WKHLUSDUWLQPLWLJDWLQJ
FOLPDWHFKDQJH
 $ZDUHQHVV RI FOLPDWH FKDQJH

HQYLURQPHQW
 6HOIUHIOHFWLRQ UHVSRQVLELOLW\
 3HUVRQDO LPSDFW DVVHVVPHQW ZKDW LV P\
LPSDFW
 :KDW FDQ , GR" PLWLJDWLRQ RI \RXU
LPSDFW
 &RQWURO  PRQLWRULQJ GRXEOH FKHFN
ZKHWKHU\RXULQWHUYHQWLRQLVZRUNLQJDQG
LPSURYHZKHUHSRVVLEOH
 7UDQVSDUHQF\ GLVFORVXUH±EHFDXVHWKLV
FUHDWHVDFFRXQWDELOLW\DQGFUHGLELOLW\<RX
QHHG ERWK DFFRXQWDELOLW\ DQG FUHGLELOLW\
VR\RXFDQKHOSRWKHUV



6XSSRUWLYHHQJDJHPHQWZLWKVWDNHKROGHUV
1RRQHKDVDOOWKHDQVZHUV(YHU\RQHLV
VHDUFKLQJ JR VHDUFK WRJHWKHU KHOS HDFK
RWKHURXW
7KHVH VWHSV FDQ EH XVHG E\ RUJDQLVDWLQV
FRSRUDWLRQV LQGLYLGXDOV FRPPXQLWLHV ± WR
LGHQWLI\WKHLUSDUWWKHLUUHVSRQVLELOLW\DQGWR
PDNHDFKDQJH
(YHU\ERG\KDVDSDUWWRSOD\
(YHU\ERG\ RQ WKH
SODQHW KDV D SDUW WR
SOD\
(YHU\ERG\
FDUULHV UHVSRQVLELOLW\
, ZLOO WDON DERXW
FRUSRUDWLRQV WRGD\
DQG KRZ WKH\ DUH
https://www.montessorise
DSSURDFKLQJ
WKH
rvices.com/earth-puzzle
FKDOOHQJH RI FOLPDWH
FKDQJH%XWLQWKLVSUHVHQWDWLRQ\RXZLOOFRPH
DFURVV JRYHUQPHQWV ODZ PDNHUV QRQ
JRYHUQPHQWDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV VFLHQFH DQG
VFLHQWLVWVDVZHOO
$ELWRIKLVWRU\
&OLPDWH&KDQJHLVRQWKHQHZVDORWDQGLQ
FRQYHUVDWLRQ ,W VHHPV DOPRVW OLNH D UHFHQW
WKLQJ  %XW WKDW LV QRW WKH FDVH &OLPDWH
&KDQJH KDV EHHQ LJQRUHG DQG QHJOHFWHG IRU
IDU WRR ORQJ E\ WKH ODUJH DXGLHQFH ,W VKRZV
\RXKRZ/$7(ZHDUHLQDFWLQJRQWKLVKRZ
LPSRUWDQWLWLVWKDWWKLVLVDGGUHVVHG
V  6ZHGLVK VFLHQWLVW 6YDQWH$UUKHQLXV
DQGWKH$PHULFDQVFLHQWLVW3&&KDPEHUODLQ
LQGHSHQGHQWO\ FRQVLGHU WKH SUREOHPV WKDW
PLJKW EH FDXVHG E\ &2 EXLOGLQJ XS LQ WKH
DWPRVSKHUH %RWK VFLHQWLVWV UHDOL]H WKDW WKH
EXUQLQJ RI IRVVLO IXHOV FRXOG OHDG WR JOREDO
ZDUPLQJ EXW QHLWKHU VXVSHFWV WKH SURFHVV
PLJKWDOUHDG\KDYHEHJXQ
  7KH ,QWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO 3DQHO RQ
&OLPDWH &KDQJH ,3&&  LV VHW XS. ,W LV D
VFLHQWLILF DQG LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO ERG\ XQGHU
WKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVSURYLGLQJWKHZRUOGZLWK
DFOHDUVFLHQWLILFYLHZRQWKHFXUUHQWVWDWHRI
NQRZOHGJH UHJDUGLQJ FOLPDWH FKDQJH DQG LWV
SRWHQWLDO HQYLURQPHQWDO DQG VRFLRHFRQRPLF
LPSDFWV
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7KH,3&&SURGXFHVLWVILUVWDVVHVVPHQW
UHSRUW ,QLWVILUVWDVVHVVPHQWUHSRUWWKH,3&&
FRQFOXGHV WKDW KXPDQLW\ V HPLVVLRQV DUH
DGGLQJWRWKHDWPRVSKHUH VQDWXUDOFRPSRQHQW
RI JUHHQKRXVH JDVHV ,W XQGHUOLQHV WKH
LPSRUWDQFHRIFOLPDWHFKDQJHDVDFKDOOHQJH
UHTXLULQJ LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRRSHUDWLRQ WR WDFNOH
LWVFRQVHTXHQFHV7KHUHSRUWWKHUHIRUHSOD\VD
GHFLVLYH UROH LQ SDYLQJ WKH ZD\ IRU WKH
FUHDWLRQ RI WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV )UDPHZRUN
&RQYHQWLRQRQ&OLPDWH&KDQJH 81)&&& 
7KH,3&&¶VILIWKDVVHVVPHQWUHSRUWLV
UHOHDVHG 7KHUHSRUWSURYLGHVDQRYHUYLHZRI
WKHVWDWHRINQRZOHGJHFRQFHUQLQJWKHVFLHQFH
RI FOLPDWH FKDQJH 7KH UHSRUW UHIHUV WR WKH
³FOHDUDQGJURZLQJ´KXPDQLQIOXHQFHRQWKH
FOLPDWH ZDUQLQJ WKDW LI OHIW XQFKHFNHG
FOLPDWHFKDQJHZLOOLQFUHDVHWKHOLNHOLKRRGRI
VHYHUH SHUYDVLYH DQG LUUHYHUVLEOH LPSDFW RQ
SHRSOHDQGHFRV\VWHPV7

PDNLQJ HIIRUWV WR OLPLW WKH LQFUHDVH WR 
GHJUHHV
 'HFHPEHU   (8 WR EHFRPH FOLPDWH
QHXWUDOE\ (8OHDGHUVDJUHHWRPDNHWKH
(8 FOLPDWH QHXWUDO E\  GXULQJ D
(XURSHDQ&RXQFLOPHHWLQJLQ%UXVVHOV
2FWREHU(XURSHDQ&OLPDWH/DZ
7KH (XURSHDQ 3DUOLDPHQW DSSURYHV WKH
&OLPDWH/DZWRPDNHWKH(8DQGDOOPHPEHU
VWDWHVFOLPDWHQHXWUDOE\,WVHWVDPRUH
DPELWLRXVHPLVVLRQVUHGXFWLRQWDUJHWWR
8 7KLV PHDQV WKDW FRPSDQLHV OLNH WKH
RQH , ZRUN IRU KDYH WR EHFRPH FOLPDWH
QHXWUDOE\LIWKH\ZDQWWRH[LVWDQGGR
EXVLQHVV LQ (XURSH %XW WKLV LV DOVR WUXH IRU
FLWLHVDQGFRXQWULHV,WPHDQVWKDWZHKDYHWR
FKDQJH WKH ZD\ ZH GR EXVLQHVV GHOLYHU
VHUYLFHV KHDW RXU EXLOGLQJV WKH ZD\ ZH
SURGXFHRXUIRRGDQGWUDQVSRUWRXUVHOYHV
7RJHWKHUWRZDUGVDPRUHVXVWDLQDEOH
IXWXUH

https://www.offshorewind.biz/2020/12/08/fugrohits-ijmuiden-ver-trifecta/

:KHUHDUHZHQRZ"
,ZLOOVSHQGDOLWWOHPRUHWLPHRQWKHVHODVWIHZ
SRLQWV %HFDXVH WKHVH SRLQWV DUH GLUHFWO\
UHVXOWLQJLQWRFKDQJHVWKDWZLOOLPSDFWSHRSOH
LQ\RXUFRPPXQLWLHV
'HFHPEHU3DULV$JUHHPHQWLVDGRSWHG
7KH 3DULV $JUHHPHQW RQ ILJKWLQJ FOLPDWH
FKDQJH LV WKH ILUVWHYHU XQLYHUVDO OHJDOO\
ELQGLQJJOREDOFOLPDWHGHDO7KHREMHFWLYHRI
WKH DJUHHPHQW LV WR PDLQWDLQ WKH LQFUHDVH LQ
JOREDO WHPSHUDWXUHV ZHOO EHORZ WZR GHJUHHV
&HOVLXV DERYH SUHLQGXVWULDO OHYHOV ZKLOVW

7

Source: Interactive timeline: a guide to climate change
negotiations | European Parliament (europa.eu); Shell
and Exxon's secret 1980s climate change warnings |
Climate change | The Guardian

)RU D EXVLQHVV WKH ILUVW TXHVWLRQ LV ± RN ZH
QHHGWRFKDQJH%XWZKDWDQGKRZ"$QGKRZ
PXFK"7RILJXUHZKDWZHQHHGHGWRFKDQJH
DQG KRZ DQG KRZ PXFK ± ZH WRRN WKH
IROORZLQJVWHSV
7KHILUVWVWHSZDVDZDUHQHVV(YHU\RQHLQ
WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ HVSHFLDOO\ PDQDJHPHQW 
QHHGVWREHDZDUHRI&OLPDWH&KDQJHRQWKH
FDXVHRIFOLPDWHFKDQJHWKHLPSDFWLWKDVDQG
ZLOOKDYHRQWKHSODQHW
2QFHZHDUHDZDUHRI&OLPDWH&KDQJHZH
QHHG WR VHOIUHIOHFW DQG UHFRJQL]H WKDW ZH
KDYH DUHVSRQVLELOLW\ DQGWKHUHIRUHZHKDYH
DQDFWLYHUROHWRSOD\
,QRUGHUWRWDNHUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRU\RXUSDUW
\RXQHHGWRXQGHUVWDQGZKDW\RXUSDUWLQWKLV
FDVH \RXU IRRWSULQW ORRNV OLNH:H DVVHVVHG
ZKDWRXULPSDFWLV%\IRUH[DPSOHPHDVXULQJ
RXU &2 IRRWSULQW EXW DOVR WKH ZDVWH ZH
JHQHUDWH WKH SODVWLFV ZH XVH RXU LPSDFW RQ
ELRGLYHUVLW\ :H IRXQG RXW WKDW  RI RXU

8

Source: Interactive timeline: a guide to climate change
negotiations | European Parliament (europa.eu);
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/22/ 988051091/bidenmakes-new-pledge-for-u-s-greenhouse-gas-emissions-a50-cut?t=1620053174749
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&2 HPLVVLRQV DUH JHQHUDWHG E\ RXU YHVVHO
IOHHW
1RZWKDWZHNQRZZKDWRXULPSDFWLVDQG
ZKLFKDFWLRQVKDYHWKHELJJHVWIRRWSULQWZH
DUHDEOHWRPDNHDSODQWRUHGXFHWKDWLPSDFW
:HVHWWDUJHWVDQGZHPRQLWRUZKHWKHURXU
LQWHUYHQWLRQVDQGFKDQJHVLQGHHGUHGXFHRXU
IRRWSULQW$QGLIQRWZHDGMXVWWKHPXQWLOWKH\
GR
 :H DUH WUDQVSDUHQW DERXW WKH
PHDVXUHPHQWV WKH QXPEHUV DQG GLVFORVH
WKHVH 7KLV FUHDWHV DFFRXQWDELOLW\ DQG
FUHGLELOLW\ $1' YHU\ LPSRUWDQW WKLV
WUDQVSDUHQF\DOORZVIRURWKHUWRKHOSXVDQG
LWDOORZVXVWRKHOSRWKHUV
 7KH ODVW VWHS EXW QRW WKH OHDVW ± LV
VXSSRUWLYH HQJDJHPHQW ZLWK VWDNHKROGHUV
%HFDXVH QR RQH RQ WKH SODQHW KDV DOO WKH
DQVZHUV:HDUHDOOVHDUFKLQJ±DQGZHQHHG
WRKROGHDFKRWKHUVKDQGDQGILJXUHWKLVRXW
WRJHWKHU
7KHVH VWHSV DOORZHG XV WR PHDVXUH
0HDVXULQJ \RXU LPSDFW LV LQFUHGLEO\
LPSRUWDQWEHFDXVHLWDOORZV\RXWRVHWWDUJHWV
DQG DVVHVV ZKHWKHU \RX DUH PDNLQJ
LPSURYHPHQWV DQG LW DOORZV \RX WR KHOS
RWKHUV 7KLV \HDU )8*52 KDV VHW LWVHOI D
WDUJHWWREH1HW=HUR&2HPLVVLRQVIRU
7KDWPHDQVWKDWDVDFRPSDQ\ZHDUHSXWWLQJ
HYHU\WKLQJLQSODFHWREHIXOO\IXQFWLRQLQJLQ
ZKLOVWEULQJLQJGRZQRXU&2HPLVVLRQ
DVFORVHWR]HURDVSRVVLEOH$QGZHZDQWWR
EHWUDQVSDUHQWDERXWRXUSURJUHVV7KHUHIRUH
)8*52UHSRUWVLWV&2HPLVVLRQVWKURXJKD
&XVWRPHU'DWD3ODWIRUP &'3 

https://imgur.com/zifiR

3XVKLQJFRUSRUDWLRQV
x $V D FRUSRUDWLRQ ZH UHFHLYH TXHVWLRQV
IURP RXU FOLHQWV VKDUHKROGHUV ILQDQFLDO
LQYHVWRUVOHJLVODWRUVDQGUDWLQJDJHQFLHV
x 7KHVHTXHVWLRQVWULJJHUDFWLRQLWWULJJHUV
VHOIDQDO\VLV UHVHDUFK DERXW LPSDFW
PLWLJDWLRQDQGEHVWSUDFWLFH
x $OOWKHVHSXVKHVPRWLYDWHDFRUSRUDWLRQWR
DQVZHUWKHVHTXHVWLRQV$QGLQWKHFDVHRI
FOLPDWH FKDQJH WKDW PHDQV WKDW PDQ\
FRUSRUDWLRQV PD\ KDYH WR UHLQYHQW
WKHPVHOYHV
7KHVH DUH IRUSURILW EXVLQHVVHV WKDW DQDO\]H
WKH
VXVWDLQDELOLW\
SHUIRUPDQFH
RI
FRUSRUDWLRQV 7KDW PHDQV WKH\ DFFHVV HYHU\
ELW RI LQIRUPDWLRQ WKH\ FDQ ILQG DERXW D
FRPSDQ\ IURP WKH DQQXDO UHSRUW WR QHZV
LWHPV DQG FRXUW ILOHV  ± DQG XVH WKLV
LQIRUPDWLRQ WR PDNH DQ DVVHVVPHQW RQ WZR
WKLQJVWUDQVSDUHQF\DQGVXVWDLQDELOLW\7KH\
ZLOO FKHFN ZKHWKHU D FRPSDQ\ PRQLWRUV LW¶V
&2 HPLVVLRQV ZKHWKHU WKH PHDVXUHPHQWV
DUHH[WHUQDOO\DXGLWHGZKHWKHUWKH\DUHDZDUH
RI WKHLU LPSDFW RQ ELRGLYHUVLW\ ZKDW
SURJUDPV WKH\ KDYH LQ SODFH WR VDIH JXDUG
KXPDQ ULJKWV ZKHWKHU WKHUH KDYH EHHQ DQ\
FRQWURYHUVLHVFRXUWFDVHVRUQHZVUHSRUWVRQ
LOOEHKDYLRUHWF
7KH UDWLQJ DJHQFLHV WKHQ FUHDWH D
VXVWDLQDELOLW\ UDQNLQJ DQG VHOO WKLV GDWD WR
ILQDQFLDOLQYHVWRUVZKRUHO\RQWKLVGDWDIRU
WKHLUGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ7KHSURILWDELOLW\RIWKH
UDWLQJ DJHQFLHV LV GLUHFWO\ WLHG WR WKH
UHOLDELOLW\ RI WKHLU GDWD 7KHUHIRUH WKH
DFFXUDF\RIWKHUDQNLQJLVWKHLUSURGXFWDQG
WKRURXJKQHVVDFFXUDF\LVWKHLUJRDO
(YHU\FRPSDQ\RQWKHVWRFNPDUNHWLVUDWHG
E\WKHVHEHQFKPDUNVZKHWKHUWKH\OLNHLWRU
QRW 7KH SODFH WKH\ JHW RQ WKLV UDQNLQJ
XOWLPDWHO\LPSDFWVWKHLUDELOLW\WRGREXVLQHVV
DQG WKXV LW LPSDFWV WKHLU SURILWDELOLW\
7KHUHIRUH
WKH
UDQNLQJ
DJHQFLHV
XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\  PRWLYDWH EXVLQHVVHV WR
EHFRPH PRUH VXVWDLQDEOH ,I D EXVLQHVV LV
SURDFWLYH LW ZLOO SD\ DWWHQWLRQ WR WKHVH
UDQNLQJVDQGXVHLWDVDQDVVHVVPHQWSRLQWLQJ
RXWWKHDUHDVLQZKLFKWKH\QHHGWRLPSURYH
WKHLUSHUIRUPDQFH
31

$JOREDOVWUXFWXUHLVHPHUJLQJ
7KDW VRXQGV HDVLHU WKDQ LW LV +RZ LV RQH
VXSSRVHGWRILJXUHRXWRQH¶V&2IRRWSULQWRU
FOLPDWHFKDQJHULVNSURILOH"$QGKRZLVRQH
VXSSRVHG WR NQRZ ZKHWKHU WKH FKDQJHV
LPSOHPHQWHGDUHPDNLQJDGLIIHUHQFH"
7KHUHLVKHOSDJOREDOVWUXFWXUHLVHPHUJLQJ
7KLVVWUXFWXUHLVVKDSHGE\LQLWLDWLYHVZKLFK
DUHFUHDWHGE\IRUH[DPSOHWKH81DQG1RQ
*RYHUQPHQWDO
2UJDQL]DWLRQV
7KHVH
LQLWLDWLYHVFUHDWHGHILQLWLRQVVWUXFWXUHFKHFN
DQG EDODQFHV 7KHVH KDYH EHFRPH DQG DUH
EHFRPLQJ D VWDQGDUG VDIHJXDUGLQJ TXDOLW\
DQG DFFXUDF\ RI LQIRUPDWLRQ7KLV V\VWHP LV
DOODERXWWUDQVSDUHQF\DQGDFFRXQWDELOLW\
&RPSDQLHV DFWLYHO\ KDYH WR DSSURDFK WKHVH
RUJDQLVDWLRQV WR EH UDWHG DQG KDYH WKHLU
SHUIRUPDQFH DQDO\VHG RU DFFUHGLWHG $QG
DOWKRXJK LW LV YROXQWDLU\ PRUH DQG PRUH
FRPSDQLHV UHFHLYH TXHVWLRQV RQ WKHLU
SHUIRUPDQFH E\ FOLHQWV IRU H[DPSOH 
IRUFLQJWKHPWRJRWKURXJKDQGHPEUDFHWKLV
WUDMHFWRU\LQRUGHUWRVWD\LQEXVLQHVV
7KHVH RUJDQLVDWLRQV DUH VWULFW WKRURXJK DQG
XQIRUJLYLQJ$QGWKDWKHOSV WKHFRUSRUDWLRQV
LQWKHLUOHDUQLQJFXUYH,WHQVXUHVKLJKTXDOLW\
DQG DFFXUDF\ RI WKH GDWD UHSRUWHG DQG
GLVFORVHG7KH UHVXOW RI HQJDJLQJ ZLWK WKHVH
RUJDQLVDWLRQV LV WKDW \RXU FRUSRUDWLRQ
EHFRPHV PRUH WUDQVSDUHQW DQG WKDW LW
XQGHUVWDQGV LWV RZQ ZHDNQHVVHVV DQG
VWUHQJWKV2QFH\RXNQRZ\RXUZHDNQHVVHVV
DQG VWUHQJKWV \RX FDQ LPSURYH 7KHVH
LQLWLDWLYHV OLNH &'3 7&)' DQG 6%7L
WKHUHIRUH GULYH FRQVWUXFWLYH LPSURYHPHQW$
FRRUSRUDWLRQ D FLW\ RU JRYHUQPHQW FDQ
DSSURDFK WKHVH LQLWLDWLYHV LI WKH\ VHHN
WUDQVSDUHQF\ GLVFORVXUH
<RXFDQ
 5HSRUW \RXU &2 HPLVVLRQV WKURXJK &'3
IRUPHUO\WKH&DUERQ'LVFORVXUH3URMHFWLVD
QRWIRUSURILW FKDULW\ WKDW UXQV WKH JOREDO
GLVFORVXUH V\VWHP IRU LQYHVWRUV FRPSDQLHV
FLWLHV VWDWHV DQG UHJLRQV WR PDQDJH WKHLU
HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFWV 2YHU WKH SDVW 
\HDUV &'3 KDV FUHDWHG D V\VWHP WKDW KDV
UHVXOWHG LQ XQSDUDOOHOHG HQJDJHPHQW RQ
HQYLURQPHQWDOLVVXHVZRUOGZLGH
9

 +DYH \RXU WDUJHWV DSSURYHG E\ WKH 6%7L
6FLHQFH%DVHG7DUJHWLQLWLDWLYH7KH6%7LLVD
SDUWQHUVKLSEHWZHHQ&'3WKH8QLWHG1DWLRQV
*OREDO &RPSDFW :RUOG 5HVRXUFHV ,QVWLWXWH
:5, DQGWKH:RUOG:LGH)XQGIRU1DWXUH
::) 7KH6%7LFDOOWRDFWLRQLVRQHRIWKH
:H 0HDQ %XVLQHVV &RDOLWLRQ FRPPLWPHQWV
)LQGRXWPRUHRQVFLHQFHEDVHGWDUJHWVRUJ
 $SSURDFK 7&)' 7DVN )RUFH RQ &OLPDWH
5HODWHG)LQDQFLDO'LVFORVXUHV WRSURRI\RXU
ULVNDQDO\VLVHWF7&)'LVHQJDJHGLQKHOSLQJ
FRPSDQLHV LPSOHPHQW WKH UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
DQG SURPRWLQJ DGYDQFHPHQWV LQ WKH
DYDLODELOLW\ DQG TXDOLW\ RI FOLPDWHUHODWHG
GLVFORVXUH
8QGHUVWDQGKRZ\RXFRQWULEXWHWRRULPSDFW
VXVWDLQDEOH GHYHORSPHQW E\ OHDUQLQJ PRUH
DERXWWKHVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQWJRDOV9
*RLQJWKURXJKWKHVHLQLWLDWLYHVLVDORWRIZRUN
IRUFRUSRUDWLRQV%XW XOWLPDWHO\LWKHOSV \RX
IXOO\XQGHUVWDQG\RXUEXVLQHVVDQGLWVLPSDFW
DQGLWDOORZV\RXWRLPSURYH,WLVTXLWHH\H
RSHQLQJ WR JR WKURXJK WKHVH WKRURXJK
SURFHVVHV
+RZ"
&RUSRUDWLRQV IRU EHWWHU RU IRU ZRUVH FKDVH
WKHLU JRDOV 7KH PDLQ JRDO LV XVXDOO\
SURILWDELOLW\'XHWRWKHLQLWLDWLYHVPHQWLRQHG
LQ WKH SUHYLRXV WZR VOLGHV SURILWDELOLW\ LV
EHFRPLQJWLHGLQPRUHDQGPRUHFORVHO\ZLWK
VXVWDLQDELOLW\
$FKLHYLQJ SURILWDELOLW\ IRU D FRPSDQ\ OLNH
WKH RQH , ZRUN IRU WKXV PHDQV DFKLHYLQJ
VXVWDLQDELOLW\ 6XVWDLQDELOLW\ LV QR ORQJHU
RSWLRQDOGXHWRHYHU\WKLQJPHQWLRQHGLQVOLGH
  DQG  6XVWDLQDELOLW\ LV TXLFNO\
EHFRPLQJ IXQGDPHQWDO IRU PDQ\ EXVLQHVVHV
EHSURILWDEOH
&RUSRUDWLRQV QHHG WR EH SUDJPDWLF DQG
SUDFWLFDO WR VXFFHHG7KH FRUSRUDWH ZRUOG LV
FKDOOHQJHG DORQJ ZLWK HYHU\RQH HOVH WR
WDFNOH FOLPDWH FKDQJH DQG PLQLPL]H WKHLU
LPSDFW7KHVHDUHWKHVWHSVFRUSRUDWLRQVWDNH
WR LGHQWLI\ LPSDFW PDNH D SODQ WR UHGXFH
LPSDFWDQGHQVXUHUHVXOW
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7KHVH VDPH VWHSV PD\ SURYH XVHIXO WR
LQGLYLGXDOV FRPPXQLWLHV RUJDQLVDWLRQV RU
FRUSRUDWLRQVWRPDNHLPSURYHPHQWV

:KDWFDQZHGR"
+RSHIXOO\
WKH
IROORZLQJ SRLQWV
FDQ EH RI XVH WR
\RX RU \RXU
FRPPXQLW\ WKH
ZD\ LW LV WR XV LQ
RXUSDWKRIFKDQJH

7KHKHDUWRIWKHPDWWHU
7KDWEULQJVXVEDFNWRWKHKHDUWRIWKHPDWWHU
$QG KRSHIXOO\ WKLV PHVVDJH UHVRQDWHV ZLWK
\RX PRUH QRZ WKDQ LW GLG DW WKH VWDUW RI WKH
SUHVHQWDWLRQ
3ODQHWHDUWKLVQRWKHUHIRUXVWRFRQVXPH
1DWXUHLVQRWDFRQVXPSWLRQSURGXFWZHDUH
DQLQWHJUDOSDUWRILW
ZH FDQ OLYH RQ WKLV SODQHW E\ WKH JUDFH RI D
GHOLFDWHEDODQFH
,QGLYLGXDOV VHHN WR IXOILOO WKHLU QHHGV
FRQVHTXHQFHV RIWHQ FRPH VHFRQG LQ WKHLU
GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ HVSHFLDOO\ LI FRQVHTXHQFHV
DUH QRW LPPHGLDWH RU GLUHFW KRZHYHU
JUXHVRPHWKHVHPD\EH 
(YHU\ERG\KDVDSDUWWRSOD\
:H¶YH WRXFKHG RQ FRUSRUDWLRQV RQ
JRYHUQPHQWV
ODZPDNHUV
1*2¶V
LQWHUQDWLRQDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV VFLHQFH DQG
VFLHQWLVWV
7KHUH LV DQ LPSRUWDQW UROH IRU UHOLJLRQ IRU
UHOLJLRXV DQG VSLULWXDO OHDGHUV DQG SXEOLF
ILJXUHV
<RXLQVSLUH\RXJXLGH\RXKHOSDQGVXSSRUW
FRPPXQLWLHVDQGLQGLYLGXDOV
<RX KDYH D VWDJH ZKLFK DOORZV \RX WR
HQFRXUDJHDQGVXSSRUWFKDQJH
<RXDUHLQDYHU\LPSRUWDQWSRVLWLRQZKHQLW
FRPHVWRILJKWLQJFOLPDWHFKDQJH










$ZDUHQHVV RI FOLPDWH FKDQJH

HQYLURQPHQW
6HOIUHIOHFWLRQ UHVSRQVLELOLW\
3HUVRQDO LPSDFW DVVHVVPHQW ZKDW LV P\
LPSDFW
:KDW FDQ , GR" PLWLJDWLRQ RI \RXU
LPSDFW 
&RQWURO  PRQLWRULQJ GRXEOH FKHFN
ZKHWKHU\RXULQWHUYHQWLRQLVZRUNLQJDQG
LPSURYHZKHUHSRVVLEOH
7UDQVSDUHQF\ GLVFORVXUH±EHFDXVHWKLV
FUHDWHVDFFRXQWDELOLW\DQGFUHGLELOLW\<RX
QHHG ERWK DFFRXQWDELOLW\ DQG FUHGLELOLW\
VR\RXFDQKHOSRWKHUV
6XSSRUWLYHHQJDJHPHQWZLWKVWDNHKROGHUV
1RRQHKDVDOOWKHDQVZHUV(YHU\RQHLV
VHDUFKLQJ JR VHDUFK WRJHWKHU KHOS HDFK
RWKHURXW

&OLPDWHFKDQJHLVWRRELJIRUDQ\RQHWRWDFNOH
RQ RQH¶V RZQ ,QGXVWU\ 1*2¶V ,2¶V
UHOLJLRXV OHDGHUV DQG FRPPXQLWLHV DOO QHHG
WRKHOSHDFKRWKHU
:HQHHGWRGRWKLVWRJHWKHU
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Brian Grogan, SJ

Christian Hope for Our Small Blue Planet
Introduction
What hope can we have for the future of our
Small Blue Planet? This is the great question
of our time. Politicians, scientists, thinkers,
SUHVHQWHUVZULWHUVGUDPDWLVWV«DOOJLYHZKDW
answers they can, and we must study the
findings of prophetic persons to learn how to
manage our resources more effectively. Such
contributors vindicate the hope in GM
+RSNLQV¶ OLQH µThere lives the dearest
freshness, deep-GRZQ WKLQJV¶. Many, thank
God, are donating their lives not just to
conservation but to a reclaiming of the good
and beautiful things we are losing. Their
message is one of hope for our Small Blue
Planet within a historical perspective.
Theologians also must make their
contribution and offer a divine message of
KRSH 7KH\ PXVW GDUH WR VSHDN RI *RG¶V
intention for the world. The following
interwoven reflections explore the reasons for
hope drawn from the divine order of things.
µ:LWKRXWYLVLRQWKHSHRSOHSHULVK¶ (Proverbs
29:18): the Christian tradition is the treasury
RI*RG¶VYLVLRQDQGLWFDQVWUHQJWKHQXVDQG
liberate our energies to protect our Common
Home.

advances, global collaboration is still weak in
following through because of vested interests
in preserving the status quo, and time is not
on our side.
Where are we in this unfolding scenario? Are
we a little like the disciples at the Last Supper,
eating, drinking and arguing, perhaps with a
vague sense that all is not well but only dimly
DZDUHRIZKDW¶VDURXQGWKHFRUQHU"
2UDVLQ3RSH)UDQFLV¶IDYRrite parable, are we
the Good Samaritan, moved by compassion
IRU WKH µKDOI-GHDG¶ WUDYHOer²which is now
Creation--and engaging all our energies and
resources in restoring the stricken traveler to
fullness of life?

An Image
, VRPHWLPHV LPDJLQH DOO WKH HDUWK¶V VSHFLHV
gathered at a party around the Table of
Creation, enjoying the glorious mystery of
HDFK RWKHU¶V H[LVWHQce. Suddenly our
fellowship is shattered as a greedy hand
swoops down and begins to destroy one
species after another. See the fear and dismay
of a small bird, or a humble snail, or a wild
animal, or a rare flower, as it whispers to you,
µ&DQZHGHSHQGRQ\RXWRGHIHQGXV"¶7KHQ,
see the Spirit looking at me, waiting for my
affirmative response.
Where are WE?
%XWOHW¶VEHKRQHVW)RUDVLOHQWPRPHQWDVN This is what eco-FRQYHUVLRQLVDERXW«
yourself: What is my vision for our small blue
planet²my operative vision?...
Whence Our Hope?
Earth is some 4.6 billion years old. The Great Interventions of God (Latin
Astronomers predict it may last perhaps for Magnalia Dei) DUH WKH ILUP JURXQG RI µWKH
another 4 billion years. So, it is now middle- KRSHWKDWLVLQXV¶ 3W15). Christian hope
aged, and is currently undergoing a mid-life is realistic: it is our best gift to an anxious
crisis--which we humans have caused! As the world. It is not wishful thinking or naive
Sixth Mass Extinction of Species becomes optimism: it is from God and focused on God,
daily more real, climate grief and despair and is founded on the historical interventions
haunt many people. Some people speak of of God in human history, as celebrated in the
µWKH IXQHUDO RI WKH XQLYHUVH¶ We have not Hebrew Scriptures and encapsulated in the
reached that point but the daily news-bulletins Exodus from Egypt. Our hope is divine
on the health of the planet make sober energy which can sustain us even in the most
reading: while science is making spectacular unpromising situations.
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Think of the Flood, the mythic representation
RI *RG¶V HIIRUW WR FOHDQVH WKH (DUWK RI
wrongdoing and sin: here we have the first
and unparalleled Mass Extinction of Species!
But God saves the day and the planet: he has
Noah build the Ark and get living things on
board, two of every species. Then God shuts
the Ark safely in from the outside (Gen 7:16),
and the rest is pre-history! Should Noah be
our patron saint of Ecology?

insanus? We humans can bear only a small
temperature rise: try a real Indian summer! Is
there anywhere to escape to? No. There is no
Planet B. We will go extinct, and what is left
of Nature will breathe a sigh of relief at our
passing.
Imagine a point in the future in which an older
planet sD\VWR SODQHW(DUWKµ<RX¶OOJHW RYHU
it. I had this problem myself. Those humans
FRXOGQHYHUNHHSWKHLUKRXVHLQRUGHU¶

Christian Hope has an indestructible quality
that carries us beyond failure, frustration and
dead ends. It is not to be used as a crutch to
justify passivity but as an inspiration to do all
we can to protect our planet, in the belief that
God wants to guide our decision-making so
that we may do what is wisest and most caring
for the Planet. To repeat: Christian hope is our
great gift to an anxious world.

4.The Finale: But even if in the distant future
Earth becomes uninhabitable, *RG¶V FORVLQJ
words in The Hound of Heaven by Francis
Thompson can still give us comfort:
µ$OOZKLFKWK\FKLOG¶VPLVWDNH
Fancies as lost, I have stored for thee at home.
5LVHFODVS0\KDQGDQGFRPH¶
In the Christian perspective the eschatological
dimension (Greek eschata = end-things) runs
parallel to our intra-worldly concerns.
Salvation history is not simply linear,
Time Scales
To avoid confusion, we need to clarify time- reaching its fulfilment only as time runs out.
issues when we speak of the future of our Rather it is here already, but not fully: there is
3ODQHW EHFDXVH µWKH IXWXUH¶ FRYHUV GLIIHUHQW the tension between the already and the not
yet. Jesus asserts in Jn 6: µ7KRVH ZKR
time-periods.
EHOLHYH« have eternal life (v. 47) ... Those
1.A decade: This is the immediate future who eat my flesh and drink my blood have
perspective. We have only this decade to eternal life, and I will raise them up on the
last day Y  ¶ 7KH JRDOV RI VDOYDWLRQ
reduce global warming dramatically.
history are already being achieved: we are
2.This century: We are already 21 years into DOUHDG\LQWKLVWLPHEHFRPLQJµthe sons and
a century of ecological turmoil and daughteUV RI *RG¶ (Jn 1:12): this
suffering²being borne especially by the extraordinary leap forward by which we
poorer peoples of the earth. The disasters become sharers of the divine nature (as in the
outlined in The Uninhabitable Earth will play Offertory prayer) is intended to occur within
themselves out until and if global warming is the single lifespan of each one of us, so that
brought under control« In this century we by the hour of our death we are made over
must repair as far as possible what we have fully to God.
damaged; year on year we will be forced into
a much simpler life-VW\OH7KHµJRRGROGGD\V¶
of unlimited progress and resources will not
return.
3.The Long-range Future: ,IZHGRQ¶WUHDFh
our targets for 50% reductions in emissions,
the planet will steadily become less and less
habitable over the long run. Some species
may survive the heat for a long while, but not
homo sapiens--or should we say, Homo

Keukenhof in The Netherlands
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Putting this another way, the eschatological
community of God is already gathering, and
has been from our beginning. We can call it
µWKH&RPPXQLRQRIVDLQWV¶:HFDQFDOOLWWKH
Cosmic Gathering, which increases year on
year. Some 55m people die annually: and
together with the untold number who have
gone before them, they are with God, the
µ*RGRIWKHOLYLQJIRUWR*RGDOOSHRSOHDUH
DOLYH¶ (Lk 20:38; 1Cor 15:22). They are not in
some mummified existHQFH µThe glory of
*RG LV WKH KXPDQ SHUVRQ IXOO\ DOLYH¶ as
Irenaeus said in the second century CE, and
that fullness of life is ours when--through
death--we enter wholly into the divine
dimension.
6RWKHµHVFKDWRORJLFDOFRPPXQLW\¶LVDOUHDG\
being populated while human history runs its
course. I hope this is reasonably clear. Human
history as we know it in this world is not
heading to a glorious Omega-point. The
world is finite, and has a limited time-span.
Sadly, with our connivance it is running down
more quickly than it might otherwise have
GRQH%XW*RG¶VHQWHUSULVHLVQRWORVWLIZH
imagine a wheel of which the rim is human
history, the spokes are the point in time when
individual people step off the rim and are
HVFRUWHGWRWKHµ+XE¶ZKHUH*RGLVDQG where
the Cosmic Party is already underway!
Grounds for Hope for Our Small Blue
Planet
I offer six points for your reflection, which I
hope may be pastorally helpful. You can
identify more!
Firstly: The Spirit is Hard at Work!
The world is bathed in divine love: it has been
so from the very beginning when the Spirit of
love hovered over the deep, and it will be so
when time as we know it comes to an end.
Pope Francis expresses this fundamental truth
ZKHQKHZULWHVµ:KHQHYHU\WKLQJLVVDLGDQG
done, we DUH LQILQLWHO\ ORYHG¶ Joy of the
Gospel, 2013, n.6). We are the focus of the
love that grounds all reality. This love is
always close and active: the three divine
Persons are always intensely engaged in our

welfare. So a first reason for hope for our
future is the Spirit-led change of heart being
VKRZQLQWKHFXUUHQWµHFRORJLFDOFRQYHUVLRQ¶
of so many persons. µ7KH+RO\*KRVWRYHUWKH
bent / World broods with warm breast and
ZLWK DK %ULJKW ZLQJV¶ (G M Hopkins).
Across the globe people of every nation are
growing in awareness that Earth, so beautiful
and fragile, is in crisis. Greta Thunberg has
played a significant role in heightening this
awareness among the young and the not-soyoung; Pope Francis is alerting the world to
care for Nature as generously as it is trying to
care for us; US President Joe Biden accepts
climate change as a primary challenge for his
administration. The body of humankind,
fractured by innumerable divisions, is
beginning to coalesce around a common
concern for our small blue planet. As a
species among the other species on earth, we
are becoming better in our relationships with
one another through collaborating for our
Common Home²this is already a great step
forward in the healing of the planet.
The Spirit who presided at Creation is still
hard at work! God has not despaired of
Creation but has plans for it and for ourselves.
µ,NQRZWKHSODQV,KDYHLQPLQGIRU\RXSODQV
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you
DIXWXUHZLWKKRSH¶(Jeremiah 29:11). We can
trust that God is totally committed to helping
us now as we labour to protect our Common
Home. Of all peoples, then, Christians have
the least right to indulge in despair, because
µ*RGZKRVHSRZHULVDWZRUNLQXVLVDEOHWR
accomplish abundantly far more than all we
can asN RU LPDJLQH¶ (Ephesians 3:20), and
*RG SURPLVHV WR µPDNH DOO WKLQJV QHZ¶
(Revelation 21:5). That we cannot imagine
how this may be done should not lessen our
trust that it can be done E\ µWKH /RYH ZKR
PRYHV WKH VXQ DQG WKH RWKHU VWDUV¶ 'DQWH
Divine Comedy, 33).
Secondly: The Divine Command to us is
µ*R¶
Christian hope for the future of Earth is
grounded in the goodness, power and wisdom
of our creating and redeeming God as
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revealed in the history of salvation, which
includes of course the salvation of Creation!
But God does not like to work alone! From
the beginning God seeks out human
collaboration. The simple divine command,
µ*R¶ rings out across the scriptures when
things are at their lowest, and when that
command is obeyed divine power swings into
action; the impossible happens and disaster is
averted.
Examples
ཙGod says to Abram: µGo from your country
and your kindred to the land that I will show
\RX,ZLOOPDNHRI\RXDJUHDWQDWLRQ¶ (Gen
12:1-2). When Sarah laughs at the idea that
in her old age she would have a son to beget
a great nation, the response is, µ,VDQ\WKLQJ
too wonderful for the Lord?¶ *HQ  
$QG EHKROG $EUDKDP EHFRPHV µIDWKHU LQ
IDLWK¶RIDOOEHOLHYHUV
ཙMoses is told: µGo and assemble the tribes
of Israel and say to them: I have given heed
to you and to what has been done to you in
Egypt. I declare that I will bring you up out
of the misery of Egypt to a land flowing with
PLON DQG KRQH\¶ (Exodus 3:16-17). When
Moses justifiably protests his unsuitability-µWho am I to go to Pharaoh?¶--God clarifies
where the needed power lies: µ:KR JLYHV
speech to mortals? Is it not I, the Lord? Now
go, and I will teach you what you are to
VSHDN¶(4:13).
ཙYet again, Jeremiah and Isaiah are both
missioned through the divine command:
µ*R¶ (Isaiah 6:9; Jeremiah 2:2). And so
repeatedly.
ཙIn Laudato Si Pope Francis challenges all of
XV WR PDNH RXU RZQ WKH FUXFLILHG &KULVW¶V
challenge to St Francis of Assisi in 1205:
µ)UDQFLVGo and repair my house which, as
you see, is falling into disreSDLU¶
ཙ7KH6DPDULWDQLQ-HVXV¶SDUDEOHDEDQGRQHG
his own plans when he saw what had
happened on the Jericho Road. He risked his
life by stopping²perhaps the robbers were
awaiting their next victim? To save the life
of the wounded traveler he drew on all his
resources; he gave his time and energy, his

wine and oil; he tore up some of his cloth,
and improvised bandages for the wounds; he
put the man on his own mount and himself
walked beside it until he found the inn. He
stayed the night, then paid the costs incurred
there. As he departed, rather than washing
his hands of the man, he kept him in his heart
and returned to ensure that he was
recovering enough to find his own way
home. That unnamed Samaritan exemplifies
what it means to be a membeU RI *RG¶V
workforce in the saving of the Wounded
Traveler which is our Planet! The divine
FRPPDQGULQJVRXWµGo DQGGROLNHZLVH¶
(Lk 10:37).
The divine command addressed to us is, µ*R¶
With this tiny word God directs human
history. Now it is our turn WROLVWHQIRU*RG¶V
RUGHU WR µ*R¶ 2XU WDVN LV WR EH GLVFHUQLQJ
FRPPXQLWLHVOHGE\WKH6SLULWUHDG\WRµ*R¶
when God commands; we are to stay close to
God, and to trust desperately. Such hope
unlocks the door of divine possibility, and
releases the energy and creativity required for
our task.
If you ponder the unfolding story of our small
blue planet since its beginning, you notice that
each successive creative moment was
unpredictable before it happened: it was
orchestrated by the Author of reality who
seems to enjoy the thrill of rescuing us from
the cliff-edge. µ0\ WKRXJKWV DUH QRW \RXU
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the
Lord. ,DPDERXWWRGRDQHZWKLQJ¶ (Isaiah
43:19; 55:8). Now that we are in the
Anthropocene age with all its ambiguity, we
have an active role to play in the emerging of
WKH QH[W SKDVH RI WKH 3ODQHW¶V VWRU\ 2XU
FKRLFHV ZKHQ LQ WXQH ZLWK *RG¶V GHVLJQV
will protect and restore life; otherwise they
will bring disaster. We are called to
discernment on a planetary level, leading to
Spirit-filled action. The assurance of divine
presence gives us no grounds for smug
SDVVLYLW\EXWUDWKHUVKRXOGLQVSLUHXVWRµ*R¶
±to engage fully in our assigned tasks, even at
great cost.
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Thirdly: Our God is The God of Small
Things
The next reason for Christian hope for the
future of the Planet is this: while God is
almighty and great, God is also the God of
small things. We live small lives, and our
efforts to protect our world may seem humble
and futile² such as conserving water when
washing our teeth, avoiding plastic, saving
foxes, growing herbs in a window-box. But
small though these gestures are, they are rich
LQ*RG¶VVLJKW0DQ\JRVSHOHSLVRGHVUHYHDO
that Jesus has a keen eye for the value of small
people and small things. He speaks
approvingly of the tiny mustard seed, of the
widow and her mite; he multiplies a mere five
loaves and two fish for 5,000 people (Mark
4:31; 12:41-44; 8:1-9). He promises that the
JLIWRIµDFXSRIZDWHUZLOOQRWORVHLWVUHZDUG¶
(Mk 9:41). He remarks that although five
sparrows are sold for two pennies µQRWRQHRI
WKHP LV IRUJRWWHQ LQ *RG¶V VLJKW and adds:
µHYHQWKHKDLUVRI\RXUKHDGDUHDOOFRXQWHG¶
(Luke 12:7). At Cana dull water is turned into
the best of wine (John 2:1-12); at the Last
Supper the simplest forms of human
nourishment, bread and wine, receive divine
and eternal meaning as they make present to
the world, across time and space, the person
of the Lord (Luke 22: 19-20).
Little children are the privileged ones to
whom the kingdom of God belongs (Mark
10:14). Women, who had a lowly role in
Jewish society, are the first to be entrusted
ZLWKWKHQHZVRI-HVXV¶UHVXUUHFWLRQ-HVXVLV
GUDZQ WR WKH µQRERGLHV¶²to those without
social standing or who were excluded from
the community: lepers, tax collectors, the
possessed, the cavalcade of cripples. Try
listing those he met with, conversed with,
healed, and notice how deeply he is attracted
to the small people of the world whose only
claim on his attention was their need.
Reading the Gospels from this vantage point
grounds confident hope that even our tiny
efforts to care for the neediness of our sick
Planet carry a hidden value in the divine
perspective. Our good deeds, no matter if they
are as small as mustard seeds, blossom and go

wLWKXVLQWRHWHUQDOOLIHµTheir good deeds go
ZLWKWKHP¶ (Rev 14:13). As St Paul says: µ/HW
us not grow weary in doing what is right, for
ZH ZLOO UHDS DW KDUYHVW WLPH¶ (Gal 6:9).
µ8QOHVVWKHJUDLQRIZKHDWIDOOVLQWRWKHHDUWK
and dies, it remains alone: but if it dies it
EHDUVDEXQGDQWIUXLW¶ (John 12:24).
The Story of The Hazel Nut
-XOLDQ RI 1RUZLFK¶V LPDJH RI WKH KD]HO QXW
expresses well our hope for what is small:
µ*RG VKRZHG PH D OLWWOH WKLQJ WKH VL]H RI D
hazel nut, lying in the palm of my hand. I
ORRNHGXSRQLWDQGWKRXJKW³:KDWPD\WKLV
EH"´ $QG , ZDV DQVZHUHG ³,W LV DOO WKDW LV
PDGH´ , PDUYHOOHG KRZ LW PLJKW ODVW IRU ,
thought it might suddenly have fallen to
nothing for smallness. And I was answered,
³,WODVWVDQGHYHUVKDOOIRU*RGORYHVit. And
so, have all things their beginning by the love
RI*RG´,QWKLVOLWWOHWKLQJ,VDZWKUHHWUXWKV
the first is that God made it; the second that
God loves it; and the third that God keeps it
VDIH¶
(OVHZKHUH VKH LV WROG µ<RX ZLOO VHH IRU
yourself: every kind of thing shall be well.
The blessed Trinity will make all things well
WKDWDUHQRWZHOO¶ Showings, ch 32). When we
contemplate Nature and the night sky we
marvel at what God makes of the specks of
VWDUGXVWLQZKLFKZHEHJDQ6LQFH*RGµdoes
nRWIDLQWRUJURZZHDU\¶(Isaiah 40:28) we are
given hope that the same divine creativity will
ultimately make all things to be well.
Already we can see the immediate fruits of
our little efforts for Creation: on the local
level beauty is being restored even while
devastation occurs elsewhere. These shortterm gains are invaluable: they make for
cleaner,
greener,
more
beautiful
surroundings, and these helps to transform us.
Again, those who care for the Earth are
themselves becoming better people--more
altruistic, with simpler life-styles and a
clearer sense of the beauty of things. They live
by wonder and awe: they stumble on the truth
that Laudato Si DIILUPVµ7KHUHLVDP\VWLFDO
meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain
trail, in a dew-drop, in a poor pHUVRQ¶VIDFH¶
(233). They become minor mystics!
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wonders of Nature as we do, and loved them
in all their beauty and variety--seeds, flowers,
fruits, birds, fish, trees, mountains, lakes, and
Over the last century we have come to know harvests. Laudato Si tells us that the destiny
our planetary history for the first time. We of all Creation is bound up with the mystery
know that we were present--in an embryonic of Christ who holds the creatures of this world
way²from the first emergence of the to himself and is directing them towards
universe, 13.7 billion years ago. So were all fullness as their goal: they are already imbued
the living species that are celebrated in the with his radiant presence (96-100). When we
first chapter of Genesis. We have a common speak of his deep Incarnation and deep
story: we began together, though we emerged Resurrection we mean that these divine
LQWR(DUWK¶VKLVWRU\DWZLGHO\GLIIHULQJWLPHV actions extend to all
Christian theology sees this but infinitely matter and ground our hope that in the long
more: hope for our Planet ultimately lies in run, all Creation will be safely brought home.
We are then not struggling alone in trying to
the fact that Creation includes a divine
component which is not subject to corruption. protect what we love: we are working in
companionship with the Creator. And Nature
I mean that Jesus too
itself is on our side: we
was present in an
are not adrift, fighting a
embryonic way in the
hopeless cause in
emergence
of
the
cosmic isolation but
Cosmos; our family
rather immersed within
tree includes him as our
a sea of creative
brother. His Incarnation
energy. The boundless
is rooted in the inmost
wisdom and dynamics
fibers of Mother Earth,
within Nature are a
so that it is with him
primary
resource.
that we and all other
Nature,
after
all, has
species
share
a
quite a head-start on us
Common Home; we
in repairing disasters,
have the same address!
having
already
He has pitched his tent
surmounted
the
among
us;
his
massive challenges of
genealogy is forever
Dawn of a new creation
five
earlier
mass
intertwined with ours.
(from Facebook page of Loving Sister Earth)
extinctions of species!
He and we and all
Better
than
us,
Nature
knows what is needed
creation are interconnected forever. Theology
to
restorH(DUWK¶VYLWDOLW\
speaks of Deep Incarnation to underline that
Fourthly: The Divine is Present Within
Creation

Jesus was not just a heavenly visitor on a
limited visa. Laudato Si affirms:

A New Creation
The first Easter already proclaims the dawn of
µ+HZLVKHVWRUHDFKRXULntimate depths. He a new creation, which moves forward when a
comes to us not from above but from within, person takes Christ seriously: µ6RLIDQ\RQHLV
WKDWZHPLJKWILQGKLPLQWKLVZRUOGRIRXUV¶ in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
(236).
old has passed away; see, everything has
7KHZRUOGDVWKHVRQJKDVLWQHHGVµWKH*RRG EHFRPH QHZ¶ (2 Corinthians 5.17; Galatians
1HZVLQWKHSUHVHQWWHQVH¶7KDW*RRG1HZV   1RWH KHUH WKH VWUHVV RQ µeverything¶
is in fact a Divine Person, embedded now and Everything is made new because of our
human solidarity with Jesus. Jesus is the first
forever in our history.
Scientists tell us that Jesus breathed the same fruits and the rest of humankind is
molecules that we now breathe. He saw the LQFRUSRUDWHG LQWR KLP µin a bond so tight it
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FDQ QHYHU EH EURNHQ¶, as the Eucharistic
Prayer for Reconciliation puts it (see
1Corinthians 15:20-23).

being transformed; newness is not awaiting
the end of history: the New Creation is
already underway! µBlessed are the eyes that
see it¶ 0DWWKHZ 
We must allow our tired minds and Each living thing carries the signature of the
imaginations to be caught by wonder and 6SLULWDQGµWKHZLQGEORZVZKHUHLWFKRRVHV¶
gratitude for all of this: it gives us new energy (John 3:8). µ:KHQ\RXVHQGIRUWK\RXU6SLULW
to face the daily struggle for the environment. \RX UHQHZ WKH IDFH RI WKH HDUWK¶ (Psalm
For the Christian the resurrection of Jesus is   7RGD\¶V HDUWK LV UDYDJHG E\ VWULSthe ultimate motivator for our hope. N T mining, exhausted earth, dumping and all
sorts of pollution. But this is precisely where
Wright explains it well:
God intervenes: µ7KHZLOGHUQHVVDQGWKHGU\
:LWK(DVWHU*RG¶VQHZFUHDWLRQLVODXQFKHG land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
upon a surprised world, pointing ahead to the blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom
rebirth of the entire creation. Every act of DEXQGDQWO\¶(Is 35:1-2).
love, every work of true creativity²doing In the unique historical moment of grace and
justice, making peace, healing families, is an challenge in which we live, we are daily
earthly event in a long history of things that discovering that what had seemed lost and
LPSOHPHQW -HVXV¶V RZQ UHVXUUHFWLRQ DQG beyond recovery can come back to life again.
anticipate the final new creation and act as Threatened species are being rescued from
signposts of hope (Surprised by Hope, 294- extinction. The greening of deserts is
underway; a great wall of trees is being
295).
planted across the Sahara.
We must abandon our small images of the We are rightly shocked by the barrenness
divine. Our hope lies in the real God who created by dust-bowls, strip-mining, wasteleads from the front and is busy drawing all dumping, droughts and fires, great floating
safely home. Jesus emphasizes the divine plastic islands, the death of coral reefs: but
GUDZLQJ ZKHQ KH VD\V µNo one ² and no barrenness is the workplace of God.
thing ² can come to me without the drawing
RI WKH )DWKHU¶ (John 6:44, 55). It is because Fruitfulness
God is orchestrating all the dynamics of (DUWKLWVHOIZDVEDUUHQµDIRUPOHVVYRLG¶ until
Creation that it can achieve its intended WUDQVIRUPHGE\*RG¶VFUHDWLYHDFW *HQ 
then God breathes on inert clay and the human
glorious destination.
species emerges with the Garden of Eden to
live in. But things go wrong early on: the
Fifthly: God Makes the Barren Fruitful
barrenness of the earth is ascribed to human
Christian hope for the planet is underpinned LQILGHOLW\ µCursed is the ground because of
by the fact that the divine covenant with \RX¶ (Gn 4:17). The Flood would have
creation is not time-limited but endures returned Earth to barrenness but for the
forever: µ:KHQ WKH UDLQERZ LV VHHQ LQ WKH divinely-inspired building of the Ark.
clouds, I will remember my everlasting
covenant with every living creature on the
HDUWK¶(Genesis 9:16). Sightings of rainbows
are a hope-filled surprise. And as we have
already said, the bible closes with the promise
of nothing less than a new heaven and a new
HDUWKµThe one on the throne said, ³See, I am
making all things new´¶ 5HYHODWLRQ 
Note the present tense here: we are being told
that our sorely wounded world is already
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Salvation history moves forward by such lifegiving interventions of divine power. It is as
if God enjoys the challenge of barrenness! It
reveals our total dependence on God for the
continuance of life, and also the kindness of
God in rescuing us from impossible
situations. Thus barrenness is transformed
into fruitfulness in the womb of Sarah-mother of Isaac, from whom the Chosen
People come-- also for Rebecca, Rachel,
Hannah and Elizabeth; Mary of Nazareth
conceives her child by divine intervention. In
-HVXV¶ PLQLVWU\ WKH GHDG DUH UDLVHG WKH VLFN
are healed, water is turned into wine, bread
and wine become the carriers of divine life;
and most significantly, from the barrenness of
death, on Calvary, the Hill of the Skull, comes
eternal life for all.
The divine plan for Creation remains steady,
and with God µDOOWKLQJVDUHSRVVLEOH¶ Mark
10:27 and elsewhere). This includes µWKH
universal restoration that God announced
ORQJDJRWKURXJKKLVSURSKHWV¶ (Acts 3:21). In
Genesis, God utters a word and the world is
made; with a divine word the universe can be
restored. Our God is a saving and restoring
God, who has compassion on all things.
*RG¶V FUHDWLYH ORYH µGRHV QRW HQG¶ (1
Corinthians 13:8).
*RG¶V LQWHUYHQWLRQVEULQJ Iruitfulness which
transforms the most hopeless of human
catastrophes. The Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver
of Life, encompasses us. All divine
interventions are creative: we are then
justified in the hope that the ultimate future of
Creation will be no less creative, surprising
and life-giving.
The Eucharist
We can share the limitless hope of Bishop
'HVPRQG 7XWX ZKR UHPLQGV XV WKDW µRQO\
*RG NQRZV ZKDW¶V QH[W¶ But already the
(XFKDULVW JLYHV XV D EURDG KLQW RI µZKDW LV
QH[W¶DQGKHOSVXVGDLO\WRUHQHZRXUKRSHLQ
the future of Creation. In the Eucharist the
divinization of the cosmos is already ongoing
in a hidden way (Laudato Si 236). The crumb
of bread and the drop of wine used for
consecration are connected to all the other
elements of Creation, and just as the
Incarnation of God touches all material

reality, so too the Resurrection embraces
every particle of the cosmos. This is why
WKHRORJ\ VSHDNV RI -HVXV¶ deep Incarnation
and deep Resurrection, to hint at the
pervasiveness of divinity in our world. We
PD\OHJLWLPDWHO\DGGLQµGHHS*ORULILFDWLRQ¶
µThe Eucharist is an act of cosmic love;
through it the whole cosmos gives thanks to
God. Even when celebrated on the humble
altar of a country church, the Eucharist is
always in some way celebrated on the altar of
WKHZRUOG¶ (236).
+RSNLQV¶SKUDVHµ7KHZRUOGLVcharged with
WKH JUDQGHXU RI *RG¶ SRLQWV XS WKH JUHDW
mystery: divinity is the dynamic that is
pulsating unseen through the particles and the
electro-magnetic fields that constitute our
world. Thus, the final and definitive shaping
of the cosmos is already in hand.
More than a half-century ago Vatican Two
expressed this hope-filled message for
humankind:
µ:e do not know the moment of the
consummation of the earth and of humankind,
nor the way the universe will be transformed.
The form of this world is passing away and
God is preparing a new dwelling and a new
earth whose happiness will surpass all the
desires for peace which arise in human
hearts. Then death will have been conquered,
the daughters and sons of God will be raised
in Christ, the works of charity will remain and
all of creation will be set free. Here on earth
the kingdom is mysteriously present: when the
Lord comes it will enter into its perfection
(The Church in the Modern World, 39).]
Sixthly: The Cosmic In-Gathering is
Underway
µ*DWKHU XS WKH IUDJPHQWV OHVW DQ\ EH ORVW¶
-RKQ 7KLVZDV-HVXV¶FRPPDQGWRWKH
disciples after the feeding of the 5,000 in the
desert, and they filled twelve baskets with the
crumbs that lay around! We can relate this
image to the Creation Story. We are dismayed
about the future of Earth, which will
eventually become a lifeless planet due to the
heat generated by our exploding sun. But its
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ILQLWHQHVV FDQ IUHH XV WR WKLQN µRXWVLGH WKH
ER[¶ DERXW IXWXUH GLYLQH SODQQLQJ IRU
creation. Can we allow ourselves to believe
that while the glory of Creation, including
ourselves, cannot be achieved intrahistorically, it is already taking final form in
the extra-historical or divine dimension? This
brings us back to our earlier exploration of the
interplay between world history and
eschatological reality. The relentless tragedy
of human death is already being transformed
into joy in person after person: through the
Resurrection those who have gone before us
are experiencing the fullness of eternal life.
Christian belief is that all that is dead is
already being raised into the life of God: St
Paul speaks of Jesus as the first-fruits of the
resurrection, and asserts that the full harvest
LVDOUHDG\EHLQJJDWKHUHGLQµWhat is sown is
perishable, but what is raised is
LPSHULVKDEOH¶ (see 1 Corinthians 15: 20-58).
But what in fact is being raised? Surely, we
GRQ¶W rise as ghosts, disembodied? instead,
like the risen Lord in the resurrection
accounts, we become fully alive both in spirit
and in transformed matter? Our glory and the
glory of Creation merge. All the good we did
RQ (DUWK µwill follow us into eternal liIH¶
(Revelation 14:13), and we will rise as our
full selves, in our inimitability and
uniqueness, with our particular styles,
affections, relationships, emotions, thoughts,
PHPRULHVDQGH[SHULHQFHV7KHVHµIUDJPHQWV¶
as they seem, are what make us unique images
of God, and surely all that is love-tinged of
them will accompany us into eternal life.
µ/RYHGRHVQRWFRPHWRDQHQG¶ (1Cor 13:9).

tiny prayer and act of love. God, who is sheer
joy, as St Thomas Aquinas says, takes
HYHU\WKLQJVHULRXVO\-HVXV¶WDVNIRULQVWDQFe,
is to µWDNHDZD\WKHVLQRIWKHZRUOG¶ (Jn 1:29).
7KURXJK KLV 5HVXUUHFWLRQ µD XQLYHUVH FDVW
down is renewed, and in his rising the life of
DOO KDV ULVHQ¶ (DVWHU 3UHIDFHV  µ1RWKLQJ
then, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus RXU/RUG¶(Rom 8:1;
38- 7RTXRWH&6/HZLVµ-R\LVWKHVHULRXV
EXVLQHVV RI KHDYHQ¶ 0D\ ZH QRW KRSH WKDW
those who have died have already undergone
whatever remedial education in loving was
needed, and that they are now endlessly
deepening their love of one another, exploring
joyfully the details of the weave of divine
providence that has brought them together,
and delighting in the generosity of the Author
of eternal joy? Heavenly joy will not be a
private or exclusive affair but communal and
all-embracing, because we are all
interconnected in the Risen Christ.

Come and Have Breakfast!
In the delightful post-Resurrection scene
portrayed in John 21, after orchestrating the
great catch of 153 fish, Jesus playfully tells
KLV GLVFLSOHVµBring what you hDYHFDXJKW¶.
Then they hear what I feel is the most
endearing phrase in scripture: µ&RPH DQG
KDYHEUHDNIDVW¶ (John 21:9-12). We have so
much to bring to the feast²every small detail
of our crowded lives, the jottings of our secret
scriptures. No fragment of our lives is lost:
our labours with their hopes and catastrophes;
our hidden fears and tears, our silent
endurance and acceptance of the pain of life,
our dreams and hopes; all are presented and
lovingly acknowledged by God. The deaths of
Without blemish
What is not good will be cleansed and healed those we loved and of species that took
E\WKHFUHDWLYHDFWLRQRI*RGRXUµspots and millions of years to reach their present form,
ZULQNOHV¶ ZLOO EH VPRRWKHG RXW µso that we the passing of the natural beauty of this world,
PD\EHKRO\DQGZLWKRXWEOHPLVK¶ (Ephesians the demise of our Common Home--all such
  *RG¶V 3URMHFW LV WKH VDOYDWLRQ RI DOO losses must rightly grieve us, but what is lost
humankind (Jn 12:32) and of all Creation (Rm will restored to us, bathed in glory--and we
8:21), an audacious goal indeed and worthy of can include our pets too! We, who are
God. The plan of salvation is totally children of this earth and sustained by our
comprehensive: everyone and everything is relationships with one another and with
within the divine consciousness: all being, Creation, will know µWKHULFKHVRIWKHJORU\RI
every person, every sin, every death, every
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this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope
RIJORU\¶(Colossians 1:27).
In one of his most moving poems, The Leaden
Echo and the Golden Echo, Hopkins reminds
us that every hair of our heads is numbered,
and says that
«QRWDKDLULVQRWDQH\HODVKQRWWKHOHDVW
lash lost. The thing we freely forfeit is kept
with fonder a care than we coXOGKDYHNHSWLW¶
The Divine Storehouse of Memory
In the memory of God everything is eternally
present. It is a storehouse, immensely rich
with everything, great and small, that is good,
loving and worthwhile in human experience
and in creation. C S Lewis suggests that our
enriched memory may have a central role in
eternal joy, empowering us to re-create and
share what we now think of as past and lost.
All love and beauty, all the joys of life, will
be refreshed and made new: the fields of our
childhood--long ago built on--will be there in
the fullness of their reality to enchant us. The
theological ground for this is the fact that to
God everything is present, and once our time
boundaries melt away, what was past will be
present again. In this perspective, everything
worthwhile, beautiful and meaningful to us,
everything that constitutes the richness of
human life, is being transferred to the divine
order of things even as our lives go by, and
awaits our communal enjoyment; human
history, Creation and we ourselves will glow
with transfigured meaning.

St John Henry Newman must have pondered
this myth, because to describe the meaning of
GHDWK KH KDG RQ KLV JUDYHVWRQH µ)URP
sKDGRZVDQGLPDJHVLQWRWKH7UXWK¶)RUXV
Easter Sunday is dawning: the tomb is empty;
the Lord has risen, his Resurrection is
transforming everything. All too rarely as of
now do we catch glimpses of the glory of
Easter Day, but the culminating episode in the
endlessly amazing story of our small blue
SODQHW OLHV KHUH LQ µthe restoration of all
WKLQJV¶ (Acts 3:21). Then the Lord will survey
DOO &UHDWLRQ SURQRXQFH LW µYHU\ JRRG¶
(Genesis 1:31) and say to us, µ&RPH\RXWKDW
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
ZRUOG¶(Matthew 25:34).
µ7KHXOWLPDWHGHVWLQ\RIWKHXQLYHUVHLVLQWKH
IXOOQHVVRI*RG¶ /6 6XFKLVRXUKRSHIRU
our small blue planet!
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

(VFDSLQJIURP3ODWR¶V&DYH
7KHDOOHJRU\RIWKH&DYHZDV3ODWR¶VDWWHPSW
to convey the drama and tragedy of human
existence. The prisoners in the dark cave can
see only the fleeting shadows of things. We
can feel like them: living in the shadow of the
Paschal Mystery we find ourselves in the
foreboding of Holy Thursday, in the agony of
Good Friday, in the dark emptiness of Holy
6DWXUGD\ %XW LQ 3ODWR¶V P\WK RQH SULVRQHU
escapes from the cave: he suddenly sees
everything in its richness of colour, form and
harmony. He goes back to tell the others, but
the good news is too much for them.

Gift from ORBIS BOOKS to SEDOS Library
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Amado L. Picardal, CSsR

Deep Relationality
Living in Communion
The original title of this talk is supposed to be
³Deep Relationality and a New Earth´ZKLFK
was to be presented by Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF.
Since she was not available at that time due to
the pandemic, I was asked to be her substitute.
I accepted it because I was told to just focus
on my own experience related to ecological
spirituality.
I decided to retain the first part of the title:
³GHHS UHODWLRQDOLW\´ DQG DGG ³OLYLQJ in
FRPPXQLRQ´ ± my own understanding of
what relationality connotes. My presentation
will focus on the spirituality of communion ±
the basis for ecological spirituality - which I
have tried to live in my own life. This
presentation has two parts.
1. The theological perspective: Universal
Communion as promoted in /DXGDWR6L¶
2. My experience of living in communion

³As part of the universe, called into being by one
Father, all of us are linked by unseen bonds and
together form a kind of universal family, a sublime
communion which fills us with a sacred,
DIIHFWLRQDWHDQGKXPEOHUHVSHFW´(89)
This is not to put all living beings on the same
level nor deprive human beings of their unique
worth and the tremendous responsibility that it
entails. (90)
³$ VHQVH RI GHHS FRPPXQLRQ ZLWK WKH UHVW RI
nature cannot be real if our hearts lack
tenderness, compassion and concern for our
IHOORZKXPDQEHLQJV´(91)
³:KHQ RXU KHDUWV DUH DXWKHQWLFDOO\ RSHQ WR
universal communion, this sense of fraternity
H[FOXGHVQRWKLQJDQGQRRQH´ (92)

The capacity for communion with others is
EDVHG RQ WKH WHDFKLQJ WKDW ³HYHU\ PDQ DQG
woman is created out of love and made in
*RG¶VLPDJH DQGOLNHQHVV *HQ ZKLFK
A. Universal Communion: /DXGDWR6L¶ shows the immense dignity of each person,
capable of self-knowledge, self-possession
Perspective
and of freely giving himself and entering into
Everything is interconnected. Everything is FRPPXQLRQ ZLWK RWKHUSHUVRQV´ &&&
interrelated. This applies from sub-atomic LS 65).
level up to the entire cosmos including the What communion exactly means is not fully
biological, the eco-system and society. We all explicated in the document. So as an excursus
live within a web of relationships. The let us briefly explore its meaning. The Latin
indigenous peoples, the mystics and scientists equivalent is communio which is a translation
know this. This is the what Pope Francis of the Greek word koinonia which connotes
echoes in /DXGDWR6L¶ This is at the heart of having something in common, being
integral ecology. What is the theological basis connected by a common bond, union,
for this? It is the theology of universal solidarity, fellowship, kinship, fraternity,
partnership,
sharing,
communion. According to Pope Francis: community,
³+XPDQOLIHLVJURXQGHGLQWKUHHIXQGDPHQWDO participation. Among Greeks, it is often
and closely intertwined relationships: with DVVRFLDWHGZLWKIULHQGVKLS³IULHQGVDUHRIRQH
God. with our neighbor and with the earth heart and mind and they share everything in
LWVHOI´ /6 ,QRWKHUZRUGVKXPDQEHLQJV FRPPRQ´ 1LFRPDFKHDQ (WKLFV $FWV RI WKH
are created for communion, with God, with Apostles).
one another and with the rest of
creation/earth:
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From an ecclesiological perspective,
communion emerged as the earliest model of
the Church (Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35) ±
fellowship of believers, communion of faith,
table-fellowship, communion of goods. This
was later eclipsed by the institutional model
of the Church although its spirit was
preserved in religious life through the
centuries. This was retrieved in Vatican II
especially in Lumen Gentium which became
the dominant ecclesiology connected with the
3HRSOHRI*RG³WKH&KXUFKLVDSHRSOHPDGH
one by the unity of the Father, Son and the
+RO\ 6SLULW´ (FFOHVLDO FRPPXQLRQ LV
therefore, the reflection of Trinitarian
communion. Theologians would later
emphasize communion in Trinitarian
discourse - perichoretic communion of the
Three Divine Persons (Leonardo Boff).
In the document on ecumenism ± Ut Unum
Sint ± the restoration of full communion is the
goal of ecumenical dialogue. In Vita
Consecrata, St. John Paul II applied
communion
as
a
perspective
for
understanding consecrated life. In Familiaris
Consortio, he also views its realization in the
family which is the domestic church.
The theme of communion has often been
limited to ecclesiology. What is significant in
/DXGDWR 6L¶ is that Pope Francis views
communion from a universal perspective universal communion ± which includes
communion with God, among all human
beings and with all creation. This was the
vision of St. Francis of Assisi. The ultimate
foundation of this vision of interrelatedness of
all things is the Triune God who creates all
WKLQJV ³7KH GLYLQH 3HUVRQV DUH VXEVLVWHQW
relations, and the world, created according to
WKHGLYLQHPRGHOLVDZHERIUHODWLRQVKLSV´
(240). This understanding that all creation
UHIOHFWV *RG¶V WULXQH DQG UHODWLRQDO QDWXUH
gives rise to a way of perceiving the world
that is attentive to interconnection.
From this perspective, sin is regarded as the
rupture of the three-fold communion which
God has intended from the beginning:
³7KHVH WKUHH YLWDO UHODWLRQVKLSV KDYH EHHQ
broken, both outwardly and within us. This

UXSWXUHLVVLQ«7KHKDUPRQ\EHWZHHQWKH&UHDWRU
humanity and creation as a whole was disrupted
by our presuming to take the place of God and
refusing to acknowledge our creaturely
limitations. This in turn distorted the mandate to
³KDYHGRPLQLRQ´RYHUWKHHDUWK$VDUHVXOWWKH
originally harmonious relationship between
human beings and nature became conflictual (cf.
Gen 3:17-19). (The harmony which St. Francis of
Assisi experienced with all creatures was seen as
a healing of that rapture). Sin is manifest in all its
destructive power in wars, the various forms of
violence and abuse, the abandonment of the most
YXOQHUDEOHDQGDWWDFNVRIQDWXUH´ (66)

(St. Mary's University at Bayongbong Nueva Vizcaya, RP)

From the theology of universal communion
flows the vision of integral ecology which has
three levels of application:
1. An understanding that interconnection is
the essence of reality
2. As a way of seeing that can perceive
interconnections among humans and the
rest of creation
3. As a moral principle for acting in harmony
with them.
Integral ecology is the foundation of Pope
)UDQFLV¶DQDO\VLVRIWKHHFRORJLFDO FULVHVZH
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face and the basis for his proposals about how
to respond to it.
Pope Francis proposes a Christian Spirituality
WKDWHPEUDFHV³DSURSKHWLFDQGFRQWHPSODWLYH
lifestyle, one capable of deep enjoyment free
RIWKHREVHVVLRQZLWKFRQVXPSWLRQ´ /6 
This spirituality is accompanied by ecological
FRQYHUVLRQ ZKLFK LQFOXGHV ³D ORYLQJ
awareness that we are not disconnected from
the rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid
XQLYHUVDOFRPPXQLRQ´ /6 7KLVPHDQV
a lifestyle that includes living in communion
with one another and with creation:
³&DUH IRU QDWXUH LV SDUW RI D OLIHVW\OH ZKLFK
includes the capacity for living together in
communion. Jesus reminded us that we have God
as our common Father and that makes us brothers
and sisters. Fraternal love can only be
JUDWXLWRXV«7KLVVDme gratuitousness inspires us
to love and accept the wind, the sun and the
clouds, even though we cannot control them. In
WKLV VHQVH ZH FDQ VSHDN RI D ³XQLYHUVDO
fraternity.´ /6

Living in communion with one another which
includes collaboration and community action
can become an intense spiritual experience:
³%\ RUJDQL]DWLRQV ZKLFK ZRUN WR SURPRWH WKH
common good and to defend the environment.
Around these community actions, relationships
develop or are recovered and a new social fabric
HPHUJHV« 7KHVe actions cultivate a shared
identity, with a story which can be remembered
and handed on. In this way, the world, and the
quality of life of the poorest, are cared for, with a
sense of solidarity which is at the same time aware
that we live in a common home which God has
entrusted to us. These community actions, when
they express self-giving love, can also become
LQWHQVHVSLULWXDOH[SHULHQFHV´ (LS 232)

Living in communion with God, with other
human beings and with the rest of creation is
a manifestation of human growth, maturity
and sanctification. This is associated with
spirituality ± a spirituality of communion:
³7KH KXPDQ SHUVRQ JURZV PRUH PDWXUHV PRUH
and is sanctified more to the extent that he or she
enters into relationship, going out from
themselves to live in communion with God, with

others and with all creatures. In this way, they
make their own that Trinitarian dynamism which
God imprinted in them when they were created.
Everything is interconnected, and this invites us to
develop a spirituality of that global solidarity
which flows from the mystery of the Trinity´ 

In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis draws our
attention to our communion with one another
that is associated with fraternity and social
friendship. He emphasizes that it is love that
impels all to universal communion:
³/RYH DOVR LPSHOV XV WRZDUGV XQLYHUVDO
communion. No one can mature or find fulfilment
by withdrawing from others. By its very nature,
love calls for growth in openness and the ability
to accept others as part of a continuing adventure
that makes every periphery converge in a greater
VHQVHRIPXWXDOEHORQJLQJ´ (FT 95)

B. Living in Communion: Personal
Experience
Throughout my life, especially the last four
decades, I have been living the spirituality of
communion ± communion with others, with
nature and with God. My understanding and
lived-experience of ecological spirituality is
an integral part of this three-fold communion.
Communion with others: Experience of
Fraternity and Social Friendship
My first experience of communion has been
within the family ± with my parents, brothers
and sisters, nephews and nieces. Through the
years we have managed to maintain close
relationships, mutual sharing and support for
one another.
For over forty years as a Redemptorist, I have
experienced communion within my religious
congregation and the communities that I was
assigned to. We live together, we eat together,
we pray together and we carry out our
missionary and apostolic work as a
community. We practice communion of
goods ± we share our resources and gifts. We
hold everything in common. We regard each
other as brothers ± confreres ± and strive to
live gospel friendship. We care for one
46

another, we support each other. I experience
this sense of belonging and communion not
only in the local Redemptorist community but
in our province and other communities where
I have been to ± in the Manila, the US, Brazil
and here in Rome.
As an apostolic missionary community
dedicated to preaching the Gospel to the poor,
closeness and friendship with those we work
with and to those whom we are sent is an
integral dimension of our life and mission.
Even as a seminarian, part of my formation
was to work and live among the poor in urban
and rural areas. After ordination I was a
member of the Redemptorist mission team,
engaged in evangelization and formation of
Basic Ecclesial Communities in remote rural
areas and city parishes all over Mindanao. It
was during these times that I experienced
close relationship and friendship with the
members of the mission team ± religious and
lay missionaries, and also among the people
we lived and work with ± especially the poor.
When I was assigned in Davao after finishing
my graduate studies in Berkeley and Rome, I
was not only involved in teaching but also in
pastoral ministry ± as parish vicar and later as
parish administrator. During weekends I was
involved in evangelization and formation of
BECs within our parish together with my
theology students and pastoral workers. I was
close to our parishioners and promoted
communion among them.
I was also involved in interreligious dialogue
and engaged in a dialogue of life and faith
with Muslim leaders. I developed friendship
among them and their families as we worked
together for justice, peace and harmony.
Being a member of the Imam, Priests and
Pastors Forum, I also had interaction with
Protestant ministers and collaborated with
them. Thus, my experience of communion
continued to expand beyond the borders of the
Church.
During my sixteen years in Davao, I was also
involved in human rights advocacy as a
spokesperson of the Coalition Against
Summary execution that documented and
denounced extrajudicial killings carried out
E\0D\RU'XWHUWH¶VGHDWKVTXDG,GHYHORSHG

friendship with my fellow human rights
activists and also some of the families of the
victims of the killings. I also worked closely
with the then archbishop and fellow priests in
opposing these killings and in assisting the
Commission of Human Rights and the Human
Rights Watch.
After my assignment in Davao, I worked as
executive secretary of the Committee on
Basic Ecclesial Communities of the Catholic
%LVKRSV¶ &RQIHUHQFH RI WKH 3KLOLSSLQHV ,
continued to promote communion among
BECs all over the country while collaborating
with diocesan BEC promoters throughout the
Philippines. I also continued collaborating
with human rights activists opposing
extrajudicial killings all over the country.
Because of this I was on the hit list of the
SUHVLGHQW¶VGHDWKVTXDG
Through the years, I also experienced deep
friendship with lay people and religious
outside my community and my ministry.
Communion with Nature
I feel most alive in the midst of nature ± when
I am in communion with nature. It is very
difficult for me to live in the city amidst tall
buildings, working in an office, sitting all day
behind a desk in front of a computer which I
find boring and depressing. I love climbing
mountains, and walking through the forest
and the fields. Gazing at the ocean from the
beach, and swimming in the sea and river is
very relaxing and mystifying. And so is
diving underwater and communing with the
fish in the colorful coral reefs.
There is a place that I consider my sacred
space ± Busay. It is on top of a mountain
overlooking the city of Cebu, with a forest at
the back. Since I was a newly-ordained priest
in 1981 and through the past forty years this
is where I usually spend time as a hermit ± one
month each year and five months during my
two sabbatical years. In 1989 I built a bamboo
hermitage where I could stay for several
months since I was asked to go for graduate
studies. This was destroyed by a typhoon
when I was in Berkeley. So, when I came back
later, I just stayed in a room at our rest-house
which I converted as my hermitage. This is
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where I lived intermittently in solitude,
silence and reflection. This is where I have
written my books, articles and poems. This is
where I used to train for the marathons and
my long-distance advocacies. I always feel
recharged living here. After staying here, I
find myself energized and ready to resume my
missionary and pastoral work. This has kept
me from burning out throughout these years.
I promised myself that this is where I will
spend the remaining years of my life.
In April 2018, after almost four decades in
active ministry, I started living as a full-time
hermit and began constructing a stone
hermitage but this was cut short when I was
sent on exile due to the assassination attempt
against me by a death squad sent by the angry
despot. I hope to go back there someday soon
and resume my eremitical life.

Ecological Haikus
The sowing of seeds
on a parched and barren land,
a harvest of tears.
High yield variety,
fertilizers and pesticides,
requiem for the soil.
Gone are the forests,
so are their inhabitants,
soon all of us too.
The springs have dried up,
the rivers look like highways,
and soon the desert.
A darkening sky
over a barren landscape,
and soon the deluge.
The human design:
to construct a paradise
earth must be destroyed.

I first became concerned about the
environment when our mission team was
assigned in San Fernando, Bukidnon in 1987.
It was there that I heard the cry of the poor
and the cry of the earth. Instead of simply
evangelizing
the
Basic
Ecclesial
Communities, we made them aware of the
ecological crisis and helped mobilize them
against the logging companies. We were able
to pressure the President of the Philippines ±
Corazon Aquino - to stop logging in the whole
province. Eventually, logging was banned in
the entire country. I wrote a poem that tells the
story of the nonviolent struggle to protect the
forest:
(St. Mary's University at Bayongbong Nueva Vizcaya, RP)

Looking back at those years, I realize that my
love for the environment made me aware of
the ecological destruction that was happening
around me. Rivers were turning brown or
drying up. The forests were disappearing.
Even the colorful coral reefs that I used to see
while scuba diving was turning white or were
bleaching. The climate was changing. I wrote
this poem over thirty years ago:

The Epic of San Fernando
We are poor peasants, living in small Christian
communities in a remote valley of San Fernando,
Bukidnon.
We have lived amidst violence -- the violence of
poverty, of a guerrilla war, of the destruction of
our environment, and the violence of the military.
But we have walked the way of peace -- the way of
the cross, and have experienced its liberating
power. This is our story.
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There was a time when the mountains were green
and the river was blue.
The heavy rains did not flood our farms. Nor did
the long hot summer parch the land.
That was before the logging companies came.
They were owned by the politicians and protected
by soldiers.
We watched helplessly as the trucks passed by
carrying away the logs to be shipped to foreign
lands.
We signed petitions asking the government
to stop the loggers from turning our land into a
desert and our river into a highway.
But we never got any response.
Then the Redemptorist Mission Team came.
Priests, brothers and lay missionaries.
They lived among us and worked with us to build
Christian communities.
In our nipa huts late at night, and in our bamboo
chapels on Sundays we came together to listen to
the Word and to listen to each other's words.
We realized that to be true Christians it was not
enough to worship and to read the Bible.
We have to care for others and care for the earth.
We have to defend the forest -- which is our home,
the home of our neighbors -- Lumads and
Subanon, the home of the birds, the animals and
the wild plants.
We heard that the guerrillas -- who called
themselves the people's army wanted to help us
with their guns.
But we preferred to struggle in our own way -- the
way of the cross.
We were prepared to give up our life
but we would never take the life of another.
The day came when we gathered on the road
where the logging trucks passed.
There were several hundred of us -- men, women,
children and old people.
We barricaded the road with our bodies
and the logging trucks could no longer pass.

Redemptorist Mission Team

It was like a fiesta. We sang and danced,
we shared our food with one another and with the
loggers who were stranded.
It was a real communion. The priests, the
brothers, sisters and lay missionaries were with
us.
Even the Bishop came one night to pray with us.
They listened to us when we shared with them our
stories and our reflections on the Word of God
and on the unfolding event.
It was our turn to proclaim and give witness to the
Gospel.
Those who did not join us taunted us. They said
that we will never succeed.
We were poor, powerless and few and we were up
against rich businessmen and powerful politicians
who were protected by the military
and who could bribe the corrupt judges.
On the thirteenth day in the barricade while
celebrating the Eucharist with our parish priest
a truckload of constabulary soldiers came with
truncheons and shields.
They were ordered by a judge to disperse us. They
beat us without mercy.
They did not spare the old people and the
pregnant women.
They even beat the statue of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus.
We did not resist them. We turned the other cheek.
While they kept on bHDWLQJXVZHVDQJWKH³2XU
)DWKHU´ZLWKWHDUVLQRXUH\HV
When they brought our parish priest to the camp
we also went with him.
We told the soldiers that if they will imprison him
they will also have to imprison all of us. They
finally told all of us to go home with our priest.
We went back to the side of the road that we used
to barricade and watched helplessly as the
logging trucks passed by.
We prayed and cried. We were defeated. It was
our Good Friday.
The sky darkened and the heavens wept with us
unceasingly.
It rained day and night for a couple of weeks.
And the river rose and the overflowing waters
dashed against the bridge
where all the logging trucks pass. And the bridge
collapsed.
And the road leading up to the logging camp was
blocked by a landslide.
The logging operations were stopped. Nature
continued the barricade for us.
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When we gathered the following night to pray
on the side of the road where the logging trucks
used to pass we all praised and thanked God who
never abandoned us.
Meanwhile, the newspapers, the TV and radio
began to report our story.
Suddenly the conscience of many all over the
country was awakened.
They realized that our problem was also their
problem. Many began to show their support.
And there were even others in different parts of
the country who followed our example.
Our voice was beginning to be heard and finally,
the President of the Philippines
ordered a stop to the logging operations in San
Fernando.
When we heard the good news our tears of sorrow
became tears of joy.
Our suffering had not been in vain.
We thanked God by celebrating the Eucharist and
by having an instant fiesta.
It was our Easter Sunday.
A few months later, a pastoral letter of the
Bishops' Conference was read in all the Catholic
churches and chapels all over the archipelago.
It spoke about the ecological crisis in our country.
And it mentioned the struggle of the people of San
Fernando as a sign of hope and as an example for
all.
We could not believe that we in our insignificance
and powerlessness can make a difference.
Our story and our struggle should have ended
then. But it did not.
One year later we discovered that while the
logging had stopped in San Fernando it continued
in the neighboring mountains.
We realized that even if it happened in other
places we would be affected
because we were all connected.
And so, we found ourselves once again in the
barricade far away from home -- in the provincial
capital.
This time we were more numerous because the
people from the neighboring areas joined us.
We wanted the logging to be stopped in the entire
province of Bukidnon.
At first, we pitched our tents outside the office of
the Department of Natural Resources.
They just ignored us. And on the fifth day we
transferred to the checkpoint in the national
highway where all the logging trucks stop for
inspection.

We took over the place and set up a human
barricade.
And all the logging trucks could no longer get
through.
The soldiers came and they could not disperse us.
Once again, the newspapers, radio and TV
reported our story.
Finally, the Secretary of the Department of
Energy and Natural Resources
heeded our request for a dialogue.
He came riding on a helicopter to meet with us.
After listening to us he granted most of our
demands.
He told us the logging in the neighboring
mountains and towns would be stopped
He asked us to help in the greening of the brown
mountains, and to help guard the forest.
We went home rejoicing and thanking God once
again for not abandoning us.
The Eucharist became a victory celebration.
Now the logging companies have disappeared
from San Fernando and from the neighboring
mountains of Bukidnon.
The trees that we have planted are growing.
When our children grow up they will see green
mountains and they can swim and fish in the blue
river without fear.
The heavy rains will not flood their farms
Nor the long hot summers parch the land.
They will remember us for what we did for them.
And they will remember the wonderful things God
has done for us.

Since my experience in San Fernando
Bukidnon, I have become committed to the
care for our common home. I helped promote
reforestation programs and organic farming/
sustainable agriculture in the Basic Ecclesial
Communities. When I was in Davao, I
supported the campaign against aerial
spraying of banana plantations. I also
supported the campaign against the
construction of coal-fired powerplant. I
protested against mining. I combined my love
for biking and running with my advocacies. In
2006 I biked for life and peace around
Mindanao (2,000 km), in 2008 around the
Philippines (2008). In 2010, I run-walked for
Peace and the Environment across Mindanao
(400 km) and across the Philippines in 2011
(2,000 km). I also did a climate ride from
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Manila to Mindanao in 2014 (1,600 km) and
visited the areas hit by the super-typhoons
(e.g. Tacloban which was hit by typhoon
Yolanda/Haiyan). I invited local bikers or
runners to join me for a few hours. I integrated
my environmental advocacy with my peace
and human rights advocacy. In the parishes
where I stayed for the night, I usually
celebrated the Eucharist and preached about
the Gospel of life, peace and creation ± urging
people to work for justice, peace and the
integrity of creation. Most of these events
were often magnified through social media
and the mass media.
Biking, running and walking have become
part of my day-to-day life. I do this not just
for my advocacies, but also for health,
adventure and to reduce my carbon footprint.
I do not own a car and avoid traveling on
fossil-fuelled mode of transportation as much
as possible. I avoid the use of plastic. I
practice waste segregation. I also thrive on
one-meal a day (intermittent fasting) and a
primarily plant-based diet although I still eat
fish and eggs. I am aware that meatconsumption is one of biggest contributor to
global warming. All these are concrete
expression of my efforts to green living.

community actions, when they express selfgiving love, can also become intense spiritual
H[SHULHQFHV´ /6 ´,WLVWKHFDUHWKDW ,
UHFHLYHDQGJLYHWKDW*RG¶VSUHVHQFHEHFRPHV
evident. It is the faith of those around me that
strengthens my faith. To be in intimate
communion with others is to be in
communion with God. Communion with God
is often mediated through other persons.
Most of my peak moments or religious
experience have often been on top of the
mountain, in the middle of the forest or while
gazing at the moon and the stars. This is one
of the reasons why I regularly go up to my
sacred space on top of the mountain
surrounded by trees and spend time as a
hermit. This why I have gone up Mt. Apo, the
highest mountain in the Philippines, seven
times. There is something sacred about the
mountain: the silence, the feeling of being
alone with nature -- the trees, the flowers, the
wind, the elements. All these contribute to a
sense of awe, a sense of awareness and
closeness with the great Someone. I believe
the mountain has a very important function in
my life. It is the place of encounter with God
and the self, the place to look at reality from a
vantage point and to understand more fully
the meaning and direction of my life.
Closeness with nature is indeed closeness
Communion with God
To be in direct communion with God is very with God. This is also the reason why I
difficult especially if you are not a mystic. walked 800 km on the Camino de Santiago
How can I relate deeply and intimately with twice ± the first time barefoot in 2010 and the
someone that I cannot see, touch or hear? It is second time on a pair of sandals in 2016. I
*RG¶VGLVWDQFHRUDEVHQFHWKDW,XVXDOO\IHHO have felt the Divine presence as I crossed the
I have to make a leap of faith. Of course, I Pyrenees, walked across the desert-like
believe the Triune God is present in the Meseta and the forests in Galicia. It was on
sacraments ± especially the Holy Eucharist. I that forest when I could no longer walk due to
believe that God speaks to me through the shin-splint that I experienced a healing
Sacred Scriptures.
PLUDFOH  +HUH¶V DQ HQWU\ IURP P\ SLOJULP
There are rare moments while praying and diary:
meditating that I can feel the Divine Presence.
However, it is not inside the church or chapel ³,ZDVDOODORQH7KHSDLQEHFDPHVRXQEHDUDEOH
WKDW,KDYHVHQVHGGHHSO\*RG¶VSUHVHQFH,W that I stopped to rest and cried out to God to
is usually in my loving encounter with people relieve me of the pain. In the middle of the forest,
and my friendship and collaboration with all alone by myself, as I prayed for healing, a cold
them that I feel this presence. In struggling energy flowed through my legs from the ground
and the pain suddenly disappeared. I heard a
with others for peace, justice and the VLOHQWYRLFHZLWKLQP\PLQGFKLGLQJPH³'R\RX
HQYLURQPHQW , IHHO *RG¶V SUHVHQFH UHFDOOLQJ VWLOO GRXEW"´ , VHnsed the intimate presence of
WKH ZRUGV RI 3RSH )UDQFLV ³7KHVH Someone, whose presence I have always longed to
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feel. Tears flowed on my cheeks as I was filled
with so much awe and reverence. All I could say
ZDV³,EHOLHYH«WKDQN\RX´
So, I continued my barefoot walk on the sacred
path, feeling close to the earth, the forest, to the
millions of pilgrims who have trod this path before
PH DQG WR WKH &UHDWRU 7KH DJRQ\ ZDV JRQH «
followed by the ecstasy. Although, I was alone, I
IHOW,ZDVQHYHUDORQH,VDYRXUHGWKHIHHOLQJ´

I also felt the presence of the Divine while
looking at the sky at night on the Camino. I
wrote this brief entry in my pilgrim diary:
³,VWD\HGXSODWHODVWQLJKWVLWWLQJLQWKHYHUDQGD
and gazing at the moon and the night-sky until
midnight. I was filled with so much awe as I felt
the intimate presence of Someone. My eyes were
PLVW\DQGWHDUVIORZHG´

In the summer of 2020, while walking a
thousand kilometers on the Via Francigena
from the Grand St. Bernard Pass at the Swiss
Alps to Rome, I wrote this entry in my pilgrim
diary after walking down the mountain and
going through a forest trail:
³6LQFH WRGD\ ZDV VXSSRVHG WR EH DQ HDV\ DQG
short day, I decided to start walking at 6:30 in the
morning. It was cold, windy and foggy. As I made
my descent and the sun came out, the cold and fog
were gone. What a glorious sight before me - a
panoramic view of the mountains and hills. Filled
with awe, I broke into song: "Though the
mountains may fall and the hills turn to dust yet
the love of the Lord will stand!" Much later as I
was walking in a mini-forest trail I had an
overwhelming feeling which made my eyes misty.
It came from the awareness that I was walking
amidst the divine presence. Creation - the trees,
flowers, the hills, the mountains and the ground I
was walking on proclaim the unseen presence of
the loving creator who walks with me. I am
reminded that the sacred is present not only at the
end of my journey - the destination. I encounter
the sacred along the way - in the beauty of
creation, in people and deep within myself. The
path I am walking which was trod by pilgrims
WKURXJKWKHFHQWXULHVLVDVDFUHGSDWK´

encounter with God because God is somehow
present in all things. Along the way, during
my pilgrim journey, walking long-distances
across the Camino de Santiago, the Via
Francigena and across the Philippines, I
sensed the Divine presence amidst nature and
in my encounter with fellow pilgrims. In
living as a hermit on top of the mountain and
near a forest, I also experience a sense of the
sacred. This does not mean living in total
isolation as I still remain a member of the
local Redemptorist community and come
down once a month to join community
recollections and festive celebrations. Close
friends and family members sometime pay me
a visit.
Thus, as far as I am concerned, communion
with God is often mediated by my
communion with others and with nature. This
is what it means to live in communion. This is
what deep relationality means for me.
Communion sums up the spirituality of my
life. A spirituality of communion is at the
basis for ecological spirituality.
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Gift from ORBIS BOOKS to SEDOS Library

Closeness to nature makes me feel the Divine
presence. An encounter with nature is an
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Sheila Kinsey, FCJM

Sowing Seeds for the Future
The JPIC Commission of USG-UISG
promotes and supports the integration of
Justice, Peace & integrity of Creation (JPIC)
in the life of the members of the Union of
Superior Generals (USG) and the
International Union of Superior Generals
(UISG). It is responsible for animating the
men and women religious in JPIC, according
to the evangelical counsels, through
experience,
social
analysis,
spiritual
reflection and action.
The commission serves individual member
Congregations, respecting their own charism,
to support greater awareness, and effective
action in JPIC matters.
The JPIC Secretariat is accountable for
coordinating, animating, and facilitating the
mission
of
the
Commission through
networking, grassroots
organizations,
and
local/international
advocates; providing
informed suggestions
and reflections; and
accompanying
JPIC
Promoters in their
ministry. The focus of
our efforts has been the English and the
Spanish and Portuguese promoters. When
possible, we add French and Italian. Two
executive co-secretaries, a man and a woman
religious, manage the Secretariat.
When we share the identity of who we are in
the JPIC Secretariat, we use the definition
"JPIC is the conscious prayer and sacred
action to transform the world in the spirit of
the Gospel through lives of justice, peace and
care for the integrity of creation." Our role as
JPIC Promoters is to respond to the call of
Pope Francis, not only listen to the poor and
vulnerable, but to support their voice and
actively advocate with them for their needs,
and to help coordinate and magnify their

voices. We are also called to a ministry of
mercy as we advocate for human rights for all
persons, and for the rights of the precious and
unique creatures of the diverse biomes of our
sacred planet Earth.
A life based in prayer nourishes a sacred
presence, for we are called to transformation,
to move beyond ourselves in light of the
Gospel. The life-giving source of prayer
needs to be continuously evident in our
actions. The importance of a life imbued with
the loving presence of Christ is foremost in
our awareness. Such a consciousness can be
affirmative or invites change. The
relationship with Christ is essentially
comforting and emanates an irrefutable hope.
From this basis, we have the strength to create
new ways of being
and the compassion to
comfort the fragile
world.
To illustrate our
journey of sowing
seeds for the future,
let us begin with the
project Sowing Hope
for the Planet, which
seeks
to
raise
awareness about the urgency of the ecological
crisis, to partner with others and to be
engaged in planning a response. Much of our
efforts going forward is being integrated in
this framework. By analogy we see the life of
the seed as representative of our journey.
Sowing Hope for the Planet was initiated to
offer religious and their connections
opportunities to actualize Laudato Si' by
calling on purposeful action. It offers the
opportunity to participate in change and to
establish a new and more just integral
ecology. In the title of the project, the term
"sowing" comes from the well-known biblical
parable of the mustard seed from Matthew
13:3-9. Like Christ, we are the sower who
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spreads seeds of hope and love. And also, like
Christ, we are the seeds being sown, so that
we may flower in diverse soils.
A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they
had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose,
they were scorched and since they had no
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
chocked them. Other seeds fell on good soil
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears
listen.
(Luke 8:5-15)
The small and humble seed of the mustard
plant can grow into a vigorous tree that
becomes an integral member of its ecosystem.
Its seeds are some of the smallest of the
ancient crops grown in the time of Jesus, but
it was grown in every garden. It produces
oxygen, absorbs carbon dioxide and helps
regulate the water cycle. It provides shelter
and nourishment to other creatures. It has also
been an important agricultural crop for
millennia, providing both food and medicine
to people, especially the impoverished, since
mustard is easy and inexpensive to grow. The
simple mustard plant shows great things can
grow from the smallest of beginnings.
We have a task to sow seeds of hope. In the
modern world, we are challenged by
distractions and misinformation. Our stories
are taken out of context and cease to have true
meaning. It is imperative that we discern what
is true from what is fearfully imagined. We
must be honest with ourselves and with
others, so the seeds of inspiration will have
the best soil to flourish.
In the right soil, the tiny mustard seed grows
into a tree, but mustard is a resilient plant
which can flourish in a variety of poor soils
and once established, it is hard to eradicate.
Just like the mustard, the ideas of Laudato Si'
must be scattered everywhere. Education and
inspiration are of paramount importance, we
can spread these critical ideas so that they

might flower in the hearts, minds and souls of
as many people as possible. For these great
trees to grow, as many people as possible
must be made aware of the dire problems we
and our Sister, Mother Earth are facing. For
real change to occur, all people must be
involved, rich and poor, north and south,
young and old. And once these ideas are
spread and take root, it will be difficult to
suppress as people become aware that a better
way is possible and achievable.
For this reason, it is truly noble to place our
hope in the hidden power of the seeds of
goodness we sow, and thus to initiate
processes whose fruits will be reaped by
others.
(FT 196)
Some seeds may be welcomed but not given
much thought and so in a short time nothing
more happens. Other seeds can be choked by
so many cares in the world that they do not
receive the light to grow into a viable way of
life. But the tiny seeds of the mustard are
numerous, and a few seeds open to the
movement of the spirit will become fruitful
and bear an abundance of receptivity.
In the dynamics of history, and in the diversity
of ethnic groups, societies and cultures, we
see the seeds of a vocation to form a
community composed of brothers and sisters
ZKRDFFHSWDQGFDUHIRURQHDQRWKHU´(2014
World Day of Peace; as quoted in FT 96)
The mustard also teaches us that diversity can
arise from potential. The mustard is the
ancestor to many modern plants that provide
nourishment to many peoples - broccoli and
bok choy are both descendants of the humble
mustard. This plant is an inspiration to us as
we follow the ideals of Laudato Si' which can
bear new fruit to meet the challenges we face.
As we take this message to heart, to be sowers
of hope, we know that we face the same
challenges within ourselves as are projected
onto others. If we are to become sowers of
hope, we must believe in what we are doing
and demonstrate actions that say that we are
certainly trustworthy.
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The great tree shelters all people and creatures
of our precious planet. Like a tree, the Church
can shelter and provide education, spreading
these vital ideas. The Mother Earth is also a
great tree that sustains and supports the
diverse biomes and unique biodiversity of this
world. The tree which supports us must also
be tended and protected.

Vision Statement of UISG
We commit ourselves to both personal
And communal conversion and
We wish to move forward together
In an orchestrated and coordinated response
In listening to the cry of the Earth
And the cry of the Poor
As we go forth as instruments of hope
In the heart of the world.

³7KH NLQJGRP RI *RG LV OLNH D JUDLQ RI
mustard seed which a man took and sowed in
his field; it is the smallest of all seeds, but This statement was accepted by acclamation
RQFHLWKDVJURZQLWLVWKHJUHDWHVWRISODQWV´ at the 2019 UISG Plenary Session. In
(Mt 13:31-32; as quoted in LS 97) February 2021 the Executive Council of USG
expressed its support for the /DXGDWR 6L¶
Action Platform (LSAP) and encouraged all
USG member congregations to join forces in
a coordinated manner to face this important
challenge. The members were also
encouraged to coordinate their congregational
efforts with Sowing Hope for the Planet. It is
important to see how working together creates
an important dynamic for what we are doing.
(https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/)
This serves as a guiding way for our
We continue our growth stimulated with the movement with the LSAP.
partnerships with the Dicastery for Promoting The work of the Sowing Hope for the Planet
Integral Human Development and the Global has developed into this platform and provides
Catholic Climate Movement. In our response the strategic planning for the realization of
to the call from Pope Francis to live the reality /DXGDWR6L¶. Sowing Hope for the Planet is a
of /DXGDWR6L¶we realize: "Interdependence means of coordination both groups.
obliges us to think of one world with a The /DXGDWR 6L¶ $FWLRQ3ODWIRUP provides a
FRPPRQ SODQ´ (LS 164). This way of framework for responding to the urgency of
engaging /DXGDWR 6L¶ unifies and develops the ecological crisis, enables like-minded
work of the JPIC Secretariat. With the special partnerships and provides critical planning.
observance of the anniversary year of We are in the process of creating a tipping
/DXGDWR6L¶, this work has been accentuated point for positive change to the system. We
need to be able to do this together.
and intensified.
The overall framework of our work with the
³Christians, all the creatures of the material LSAP is intended to affirm what has already
universe find their true meaning in the been done by many congregations and to be
incarnate Word for the Son of God has flexible. It is in 3 parts: public commitment,
incorporated in his person part of the making the transition to integral ecology and
material world, planting in it a seed of journeying together.
Congregations are encouraged to develop
GHILQLWLYHWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ´ (LS 235)
their commitments based on their charisms
We continue to be inspired by the Vision and to think in terms of their transition to an
Statement of UISG which moves us forward integral ecology within 7 years. They are
in a spirit of transformation with these words asked to raise their prophetic voice and
communicate the commitment to the public
change the world.
and be accountable to the public with regular
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reports. Along the way, they are encouraged
to find ways to celebrate.
In making the transition to integral ecology
they are assess their situation in relation to the
LaudDWR 6L¶ *RDOV. With an integrated
approach we are attending to the goals of
Laudato Si', which are contributing to the
critical mass necessary to make a difference.
The heart of the LSAP is the seven goals of
cry of the Earth, cry of the poor, ecological
economics, adoption of sustainable lifestyles,
ecological spirituality, ecological education,
and community engagement and participatory
action. All are interconnected and integral to
a sustainable ecology. Members are asked to
embed the plan for transition into a
community project cycle. Yearly evaluations
of the journey will keep track of the progress
against set indicators. These goals are steps to
help create a just, sustainable and possible
future, for all who share this planet, our Sister,
Mother Earth.
Finally, the journeying together includes
advocacy in global campaigns for integral
ecology. Participants are encouraged to join
the efforts with a Constellation and to link to
the LSAP as well as partner with other
communities as in a North / South collaboration.

established methodology used in promoting
JPIC efforts. As Christians we realize that, we
are to see with the eyes of Christ, to judge with
his compassionate heart, and to act with the
transforming strength of this relationship.
With this method in mind, the function of the
JPIC Secretariat is to analyze issues and
challenges confronting the world, provide
resources and materials on critical subjects
and create opportunities for formation and
advocacy. Another important function is to
provide a platform for religious congregations
and their connections with laypeople to
promote dialogue and solidarity.
Promoting the ideas of /DXGDWR6L¶ facilitates
sharing among the generalates and aids and
support for their mutual projects. Networking
is an important aspect of our work as we
create space for religious organizations, nongovernmental organizations and other groups
to come together. We also support advocacy
and corporate action by the USG/UISG and
individual member institutions.
Last December, The JPIC Formation
Workshop was presented with over 150
committed and enthusiastic participants who
engaged in the five-day workshop "Engaging
/DXGDWR 6L¶". The workshop featured the
work of 22 presenters. Each day featured
discussion themes such as integral ecology,
religious life, ministry, encounter and
JPIC Secretariat Services
This frame of reference of the LSAP and the dialogue. The methodology of See (Assess) Pastoral Plan provides the JPIC approach to Judge (Discern) - Act (Transform) was woven
involvement with the many issues to which throughout. Catholic social teachings were
we devote our cause. Since everything is highlighted in /DXGDWR6L¶, Fratelli Tutti and
interconnected, it is important to strengthen other church documents. The important work
these efforts and not fragment or isolate our with the Dicastery for Promoting Integral
experiences.
Human Development and the United Nations
:HWDNHLQVSLUDWLRQIURP0LFDK³WROLYH was also interconnected. The participants
justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly were challenged with developing an action
ZLWK *RG´ LQ KRZ ZH OLYH RXU HYDQJHOLFDO plan. The plans were shared in a webinar on
counsels. Through poverty we live justly March 10 which was open for others to gain
consuming only what is necessary and seek to valuable insights. The upcoming December
share the benefits of our resources with 2021 will continue online and focus on
everyone, though chastity we find ways to /DXGDWR 6L¶ and the 50th anniversary of the
reach out to those in need of love, especially synodal document Justice in the World.
the marginalized and in obedience we walk We have begun a series related to
nonviolence. The recent one, Building
humbly, listening to the voice of our God.
The engagement in JPIC concerns is Bridges & Reconciliation Workshop involved
characterized by SEE, JUDGE and ACT, an participants who have taken the call from
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Pope Francis in Fratelli Tutti to engage in
GLDORJXH DQG UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ ³As religious
OHDGHUV ZH DUH FDOOHG WR EH WUXH µSHRSOH RI
GLDORJXH¶, to cooperate in building peace not
as intermediaries but as authentic
PHGLDWRUV´ (FT 284). This series was
developed from the insights and experiences
of JPIC Promoters in response to their
reflective reading of the encyclical. The series
addressed main themes regarding encounter
and dialogue in Catholic educational
institutions, creative initiatives, nonviolent
conflict resolutions, families, communities,
and men-women collaborative relationships.
This was a collaboration with the Catholic
Nonviolence Initiative, a project of Pax
Christi International.
Through social media with various of our
programs, we have worked towards a balance
of sharing the work of the religious in various
countries, in diverse ministries, and in
different stages of developments. We
included information about major events,
international experiences such as the
Conference of the Partners (COP), Synod on
the Amazon, and World Earth Day. Honoring
the guidance from /DXGDWR 6L¶, the process
was recognizing the work of the religious, ³to
grow in solidarity, responsibility and
FRPSDVVLRQDWHFDUH´ (LS 210)
The initiative of Sowing Hope for the Planet
has led to the development of an interactive
project to help our religious to be engaged in
different experiences around the globe and so
to determine what is possible for them to do.
)RU H[DPSOH ZLWK ³Realizing the Vision of
/DXGDWR 6L¶´ ZH YLVLWHG WKH 8,6* 0LGGOH
East Constellation which featured recent
developments from Lebanon, Israel, Egypt
and Iraq with an inspiring and informative
prHVHQWDWLRQRIWKHLUFRQJUHJDWLRQ¶VDFWLRQVLQ
Lebanon. They have been active in many
projects including education, reforestation
and agriculture, aiding the poor and
promoting the ideas of /DXGDWR 6L¶. The
webinar concluded with a beautiful video
sung by local children. It was truly amazing
and inspiring to see the seeds of hope sown in
that country, especially in light of the tragedy
in Beirut. It was beautiful to witness the vital

signs of life in this country of rich heritage.
The videos of the event is available on the
Planet Hope YouTube Channel.
Another webinar, "Do Something" October
22, 2020, acknowledged that the ecological
crisis was a moral crisis. Various
congregations shared their efforts to organize
their work with their congregations building
on the need to address consumerism and offer
educational opportunities that made a
difference in our care of the planet.
In other ways, an event for the Africa West
C7 Constellation was well received,
especially for the Francophone members who
have been requesting more materials. An
engaging presentation was given which
described their work to create networks in the
field of education, orphanages, boarding
schools and health. For the education network
they offered a training session for educators
on nonviolence and an action on the
environment in 2019 in Abidjan.
In another collaborative session, sisters from
France presented their Congregations
commitment to Laudato Si' ideals by socially
responsible investing, ecological initiatives
such as a gardening projects to grow
vegetables, yogurt, raising ecological
awareness in schools to reduce waste, support
climate activism, cleaning plastic garbage
from the environment and recycling.
A Worldwide Prayer and Sacred Action event
that involve constellations from Africa South,
Asia Pacific, South Asia, Rome, Africa West,
Brazil, Mexico and the USA. With the Season
RI&UHDWLRQWKHPH³The Jubilee for the Earth´
we prayerfully visited eight of our
constellations and affirmed the sacred actions
taking place in these countries. Entering into
their reality, we listened to the cries of Earth
and the poor. Opportunities were given for the
participants to send personal prayers and bless
each constellation. Many experiences were
shared in different contexts: migration,
importance
of
clean
and
healthy
environments and ways to minimize
pollution, and the vulnerable being trafficked.
We also saw the efforts of each constellation
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struggling to maintain the unique beauty of
each area.
Due to our fruitfulness²the experience and
growth of this project Sowing Hope for the
Planet ² we have made several contributions
in the development of the /DXGDWR6L¶$FWLRQ
Platform of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development. In this way, we
continue to raise our prophetic voice in the
church and the world. Many men and women
religious are already making an impact with
this is a platform opportunity to systematize
and organize our efforts. The process of our
involvement respects different starting points,
various situations, and the unique charisms
and methodologies of the congregations. In
fact, the way the congregations may organize
themselves and develop their commitment to
integral ecology may be very diverse.
We have been active members of the Laudato
6L¶ 6WHHULQJ %RDUG and of the Integral
Ecology Task Force of the COVID
Commission. We have made important
contributions to significant areas of
GLVFXVVLRQ ³'LDJQRVLV RI WKH 5RRWV RI WKH
&ULVLV RI (FRORJ\´ ³(cological Conversion
LQ$FWLRQ´³7KHWZR3LOODUVRI(GXFDWLRQDQG
6SLULWXDOLW\ ,QIOXHQFH )LQDQFH´ ³,QWHJUDO
(FRORJ\  WKH 9RLFHV RI WKH 9XOQHUDEOH´
³,QWHJUDO(FRORJ\DQG0LQLQJ´DQG³3ODVWLF
:DVWH
DQG
&29,'´
&DWHFKHWLFDO
Contributions related to solidarity and the
common destination of goods. The March
paper considered bio-diversity.
There are JPIC Promoter working groups
such as the African Working Group which
hosted a webinar to raise awareness of the
importance of advocacy work in Africa. The
webinar in English with French translation
was very well attended by JPIC coordinators
in Rome and in Africa. AEFJN is a faith based
international network dedicated to economic
justice between the European Union and
Africa South of Sahara through advocacy.
Many religious congregations are members of
AEFJN and they network through their
communities and join with other civil society
groups to advocate for a respectful
compassionate world. The network also
lobbies decision makers at the national level,

helping Africans be the main advocates for
economic justice.
Another promoter session discussed the
practical use of the Pastoral Cycle. The
purpose was to focus on social analysis of the
misuse of plastics, using the methodology:
See (Assess), Judge (Discern), Act
(Transformation). The participants were
engaged in a step-by-step guide that explains
both the transformative dynamics involved
and the practical tools of facilitation. This
included pastoral guidance for social
transformation working with grassroots
groups and communities.
Other sessions have focused on the reflections
of the Vatican documents for World Day of
Peace, Refugees and Migrants, Fratelli Tutti
and /DXGDWR6L¶.
The JPIC Commission supports two websites,
jpicroma.org - sowinghopefortheplanet.org,
which provide many resources for JPIC
promoters, religious and laypersons. The
JPIC Roma website is in English and Spanish.
JPIC Roma publishes a News brief which
provides more in-depth reflection and
analysis of timely events and includes some
practical tools for JPIC Promoters to use for
their own presentations.
The Sowing Hope for the Planet website
provides current events and news for
advocates, along with resources that may be
posted by participants who have contributed
much of their work to realizing Laudato Si'
goals. The website is posted in English,
Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and
German. Resource areas include Laudato Si'
Action Plans, Season of Creation, water,
refugees & migration, the Amazon and
sustainability among many others. The
website also features a map tool of the
Constellations, their responses to the Plenary
on the needs of their countries and the
commitments they have made to address
those needs. Sowing Hope for the Planet also
hosts a regular Newsletter with updates with
what is happening in advocacy regarding
Rome and the world. Additionally, we have a
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.
com/c/PlanetHope , which provides access to
recorded webinars and resource videos and a
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Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
sowinghopefortheplanet/ which provides a
public space for outreach and networking.
The JPIC Secretariat has begun to use an
educational platform for hosting its
interactive sessions for its courses: the JPIC
Formation Workshop, Building Bridges and
5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ DQG WKH /DXGDWR 6L¶ IRU
Promoters. This provides more privacy for
materials and participants who join our
programs and help us to connect to one
another. Connections and dialogue are
facilitated in the Discussion section, where
experiences and contact information can be
shared in such a way as to invite conversation
and facilitate the exchange of ideas and
information. The platform also offers us a
dedicated way to organize our resources in an
easily accessible format. Resources can
include written documents as well as videos.
We can also offer resources in multiple
languages to continue our commitment to
inclusivity. This new platform is an exciting
opportunity to share access to important and
relevant information. It allows us to schedule
and organize programs and meetings as
needed to further develop resources. We can
provide a space for participants to network,
share, dialogue and form communities around
their mutual ideas.
Efforts for the Future
In working towards the future, we attend to
the pastoral plan of Pope Francis, established
by four principles in Evangelii Gaudium:
³time is greater than VSDFH´,
³XQLW\SUHYDLOVRYHUFRQIOLFW´,
³realiW\LVPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDQLGHDV´,
³thHZKROHLVEHWWHUWKDQWKHSDUW´.
In the first principle of "time is greater than
space" we state that continuity is built into our
experiences and that we have the intention of
ongoing growth and development. By
bringing together persons who share our
common vision for the well-being of all
creation, we can strive to find ways to
responsibly promote a new reality.
In the second, "Unity prevails over conflict",
we feel that by grounding our strengths for
social concerns and our caring religious

traditions with expert analysis, we can unify
our efforts to work together for the good of all
humanity. It encourages us to look for ways
to broaden our concerns and seek areas for
interconnection.
With "reality is more important than ideas",
we share our journeys with people who suffer
deprivation of basic human rights²food,
water, health, work, and the destruction of our
planet²we are carefully addressing these
experiences so that we can determine ways
we can make a difference in our world. We
explore in a deeper way the root causes of the
pain. We ask difficult questions from a
broader and more comprehensive perspective,
not only why are people poor, but why are
people rich? As religious, we can ask these
questions with our members.
"The whole is better than the part" shows that
in this process, we do not want to leave
anyone behind in our work. Thus, the multicultural experience highlights the gifts shared
by many countries. We are building a
sustainable road map, honoring clear
commitments and plans to develop an
integrated and sustainable ecology. These
support us with hope as we respond to Pope
Francis's words:
³:KDWZHQHHGWKHQLVWRJLYH priority to actions
which generate new processes in society and
engage other persons and groups who can
develop them to the point where they bear fruit in
significant historical events, without anxiety, but
ZLWKFOHDUFRQYLFWLRQVDQGWHQDFLW\´ (E.G. 223)
³So, we move forward together in solidarity with
one another because we are all in this common
home, our precious Sister, Mother Earth. We are
sharing the same boat, all of us fragile and
disoriented, but at the same time, important and
needed. We are being called to row together,
comforting each other in this voyage we take
WRJHWKHU´ (Urbi et Orbi Blessing April 3, 2020).

Sowing Hope for the Planet is an urgent call
for a new integral ecology that demands a
deep response. We will continue with our
plans to actualize the Laudato Si Platform in
the lives of religious congregations. The
series on nonviolence will also look at ways
to promote peace.
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As a leader in the Religious Sector of the
/DXGDWR6L¶$FWLRQ3ODWIRUP our plans are to
actualize, coordinate and collaborate with our
religious and other partners as we respond:
1. The Cry of the Earth: by a greater use of
clean renewable energy and reducing fossil
fuels in order to achieve carbon neutrality,
efforts to protect and promote biodiversity,
guaranteeing access to clean water for all,
etc..
2. The Cry of the Poor: by defending of
human life from conception to death and all
forms of life on Earth, with special attention
to vulnerable groups such as indigenous
communities, migrants, children at risk
through slavery, etc..
3. Ecological Economics: by supporting
sustainable production, Fair-trade, ethical
consumption, ethical investments, and by
divestment from fossil fuels and any
economic activity harmful to the planet and
the people, but by investing in renewable
energy, etc..
4. Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles:
through sobriety in the use of resources and
energy, avoiding single-use plastic, adopting
a more plant-based diet and reduce meat
consumption, greater use of public transport
and
avoiding
polluting
modes
of
transportation, etc..
5. Ecological Education: through re-thinking
and re-designing educational curricula and
educational institution reform in the spirit of
integral ecology to create ecological
awareness and action, and by promoting the
ecological vocation of young people, teachers
and leaders of education etc..
6. Ecological Spirituality: by recovering a
UHOLJLRXV YLVLRQ RQ *RG¶V &UHDWLRQ
encouraging greater contact with the natural
world in a spirit of wonder, praise, joy and
gratitude, and promoting creation-centered
liturgical celebrations, develop ecological
catechesis, prayer, retreats, formation, etc..
7. Emphasis on Community involvement and
participatory action: to care for creation at the
local, regional, national and international
levels (promoting advocacy aQG SHRSOH¶V
campaigns, encouraging rootedness in local
territory and neighborhood ecosystems).

We will continue on the LSSB and the
Integral Ecology Task for the COVID
Commission to help prepare a future with the
realism that only the Gospel can give. This is
an opportunity to be with a professional,
compassionate, committed leadership from
around the globe.
Like the sower from the parable, we are
spreading the seeds of the ideas and concepts
of Laudato Si'. We continue to carry forward
all of the opportunities to promote the
Laudato Si Action Platform which includes
commitment to an ecological sustainable
lifestyle.
We are also the mustard seed, that will grow
into a diverse and strong network of life that
will provide support and sustenance to the
vulnerable. It has become our duty to grow
and spread these seeds so that they may
flower in the hearts and minds of as many
people as possible. The identity of the JPIC
Office is rooted in conscious prayer and
sacred action. The planet has suffered from
misuse and mismanagement and it will
require the spirit of the Gospel to heal. It calls
to us to live lives that honor and care for the
integrity of all creation, especially the
vulnerable whose voices may not be heard. As
we follow Pope Francis, we must join their
active advocacy in establishing basic,
inalienable, human rights for every person.
This justice must also extend to the precious
biomes and our irreplaceable mother, the
Earth. A prayer-based life, with its sacrifices
and strengths, is uniquely positioned to be a
pillar of strength in this struggle. The
presence of Christ will sustain us as we create
new and more just ways of being and seeking
positive, constructive change to heal and
comfort our suffering world. Like the sower,
we will spread the seeds of a future based
upon love and justice. Like the humble
mustard seeds, we must grow into vigorous
networks that protect and nurture the
vulnerable. We must show by example that a
positive, equitable and sustainable world is
possible and attainable, if only we all work
together.
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Mary Dasari, ICM and Yolanda Florentinoy, ICM

Summary of the Seminar
Fr. Tesfaye Tadesse Gebresilasie, MCCJ, in
KLV RSHQLQJ DGGUHVV VDLG ³2QFH DJDLQ
SEDOS is happy to dedicate time to prayer
and reflection on the issue of taking care of
the Creation and the attention needed to heal
WRWKHHFRORJLFDOZRXQGV«´The Seminar on
Living Green Mission organized by SEDOS,
with very valuable speakers, awakened our
spirit and mind, convinced us to take care of
our one and only One Planet-Mother Earth
ZLWKDOOLW¶VEHLQJZLWKSUDLVHJUDWLWXGHFDUH
work, justice, humility, and respect.
The Opening Prayer, the Opening Address
and the Opening Speech on the Ten Green
&RPPDQGPHQWVRI/DXGDWR6L¶, placed us in
WKH FRQWH[W RI WKH 6HPLQDU µ/LYLQJ *UHHQ
0LVVLRQ¶ ,QGHHG ZH IHHO HQULFKHG DQG
illumined by the hope-giving eco-spiritual
reflections, sustainable living and agriculture,
WUDLQLQJ UXUDO FRPPXQLWLHV RXU &KXUFK¶V
ongoing efforts in the aftermath of the Synod,
and the initiative of JPIC committee on
Sowing Seeds for the Future. Daily short
meaningful prayers presented an atmosphere
RIRSHQQHVVWRWKHGD\¶VWRSLFV$ERYHDOOD
call to personal and communal ecological
conversion, a call to take the lead in the
carbon accountability, a call to Living in
Communion, inspired us and made us
GHWHUPLQHGWRMRLQ³/LYLQJ*UHHQ0LVVLRQLQ
WKH6SLULWRI/DXGDWR6L¶´DVWKHPDQGDWHRI
our present time.

Opening Session
Fr. Joshtram Kureethadam, SDB, from the
Dicastery for Human Development, Rome, in
his opening speech on The Ten Green
Commandments of Laudato Si¶ helped us
capture the spirit of Laudate Si as the Mission
awaiting us today. He took Saint Francis¶
anecdote where he was missioned by the Lord
WR ³JR and repair my house which is falling
into ruin (1205-$VVLVL  ZLWK ³&DUH IRU RXU
FRPPRQKRPH´DVWKHPLVVLRQJLYHQE\WKH
Lord to Pope Francis for our present time.
Pope Francis calls all people to care for our
common home before it is too late. He
explained in a nutshell, using the µVHHMXGJH
DQG DFW¶ methodology. The first three
commandments are summarized in seeing ±
listen to the cry of the earth, listen to the cry
of the poor and rediscovering the Gospel of
creation. Fr. Joshtram stressed that the core
message of Laudato Si¶ is: ³Creation is,
indeed the very first epiphany of God, and
caring for our common home is our original
vocation and is the first commandment to
KXPDQLW\RXUµJob description¶!´
Jane Mellett¶V WDON ³The call to ecological
conversion´ enriched us with her climate
pilgrimage experiences and the heart touching
story of her friend Joanna Sustento who is an
example of real people behind the crisis.
-DQH¶Vreflections on the environmental crisis
was a call to each of us to a profound interior
conversion. We must see with the eyes of
Christ those on the frontlines of this crisis,
victims of climate disasters, displacement due
to sea-level rise, drought, etc. She reminded
us of Pope Francis¶ question, which stirs
hearts and minds:
³What kind of world do we want to leave to
those who come after us, to children who are
now growing up"´
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Education Aspect
)U 3HWHUR 0DWDLUDWX 60 SUHVHQWHG µThe
Practices and Principles of Tutu Rural
Training Centre¶ LQ )LML He shared with us
their enormous efforts, to bring up the young
people to be self-employed farmers with
dignity. They train young farmers, single
women, farming couples to practice
traditional farming, constructing their own
houses, to build up their own livelihood
through various village courses and to give
rural adult non-formal education. It was
amazing to see their growing self-confidence
and their joy at harvesting the fruits of their
labor through applying what they have
learned. The commendable work of Fr. Petero
and his co-brothers are an inspiration.
6HFRQGVHVVLRQZDVRQ³Loving Sister Earth´
Fr. Brian Grogan, SJ, led us into deeply
reflect on Ecological Mourning and our
response. It is an invitation, as Fr. Brian said,
to explore together the dimensions of
Ecological Mourning to integrate it into
Living Green Mission. On a daily basis, the
media presents the disasters. Disasters can
lead to a great outpouring of creative energy,
but also to anxiety, desolation, depression,
paralysis and fatalism. He asked us: Does the
spirituality of Finding God in All Things
include Finding God in Ecological disaster?
If yes, how do we find God in them?
Fr. Brian gave some historical examples of
the failure to mourn. Firstly, we must allow
the disturbing reality of ecological disaster to
enter our soul deeply. Secondly, with a deeper
realization of what is wrong, we can cultivate
a deeper love of Creation. Loving and
mourning go hand in hand. Redemptive
mourning arises only when we realize that in
the ravaging of Nature, part of our very being
is lost, because we are part of Nature. This
HFRORJLFDO PRXUQLQJ PXVW EH KRQHVW µ:H
KDYH VLQQHG¶ $QG ZH SODFH Hach disaster
trustingly in the FatKHU¶V KDQGV DQG WR
intercede to change human hearts, to make
good what is not good, and to bring about the
universal restoration that is promised (Acts

3:21). Indeed, the silent reflection helped us
to be in touch with the core of our being.

6U+HOHQ*UHDO\VKDUHGWKHLUµLoving Sister
Earth Movement¶ RI ,UHODQG µ/RYLQJ 6LVWHU
(DUWK¶LVWKHLUKXPEOHDWtempt tROLYHµJUHHQ
PLVVLRQ¶Their aim is to foster a movement of
prayer and care for our Common Home to be
rooted in our own sacred ground and carried
by our people. A deep prayer involves
entering the transformative inner journey and
bringing about harmony between body, mind,
feelings, and spirit.
The more inner harmony we experience, the
more we can contribute to the harmony of our
world. It may encourage people to explore the
native wisdom in our own area more fully and
learn how that can contribute to our green
mission of today. Our relationship with God
and each other will be a pulsating powerful
energy of pure love being poured out on our
bio-diverse universe. Sr. Helen shared with us
some beautiful Irish prayers on nature.
Day 3: Sustainability Aspect.
Prof. Yvan Brakel explained the effort the
engineering faculty of the Catholic University
of Louvain, Belgium, is making to take the
lead in carbon accountability and
sustainability.
He
described through
examples, how a sustainable infrastructure
can play an essential role in offering vital
services to communities being improved of
their quality in the protection of environment.
Infrastructures are urgent. Climate change is
destroying the life of the planet. This situation
cannot improve unless the world realizes and
achieves the climate objectives. The
infrastructure plays a vital role by providing
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services; firstly, as guardians of the modern
development.

Fr. Gomez shared the inspiring and
impressive core values and principles for the
well-being of farming communities:

The presentation with videos helped us to see
how bamboos can be used in place of cement
constructing bridges or other constructions.
Prof. Yvan emphasized that deteriorated or
destroyed materials can be recycled instead of
buying new things, especially in the
constructing a house.

² Love- Shared- Blessing Academy
² Sapat na (Enough) Principle
² Care for the Environment (Laudato Si¶)
² =HUR:DVWHRU%HVW*UHHQ3UDFWLFHVDQG5¶V
² Back to Basic, Simple Life-Style
² Natural Sustainable Farming

Fr. Richie Gomez, MSC, presented on
Ecological living and agriculture for
indigenous peoples. Fr. Gomez used the
PHWKRGRORJ\ RI ³6(( ± DISCERN ± $&7´
for our better hermeneutical understanding
and a more balanced interpretation. Fr.
*RPH] SUHVHQWHG ³:H DUH LQ 2QH %oat of
globalization. We have no choice but to
continue our journey being in the boat of
capitalistic, consumeristic, commercialistic,
materialistic and profit-GULYHQ FRPPXQLW\´
The adverse impact of climate change on the
farmers has already effected their day-to-day
hardship. For more than three decades, we use
the method of modern farming (Green
Revolution) which is based on chemical
products. This became conventional for
massive production, worldwide. Surplus
products from First World countries under
International Free Trade Agreement resulted
in the Philippines becoming the dumping
ground of surplus food and non-food
products. Endless production, consumption,
and the pursuit of profit, in the name of
economic growth, progress and development
have become the most cherished goals of the
modern economy. But the end goal should be
the well-being of people and the integrity of
the Planet Earth. Local production should be
appreciated and given importance. If
production and consumption, money, and
economic growth damage nature and exploit
people then such economic activities must be
stopped at once. Fr. Richie gave a clear recent
picture of rice harvest situation in the
Philippines.

As an action, The Center for the Poor is
working closely with the Department of
$JULFXOWXUHRWKHU1*2¶VLQGLYLGXDOIDUPHUV
fisher folks, and Indigenous People
tribes/communities, in order to preserve
organic seeds not dependent on chemicals.
Ezrah Schraven closed the day with her
encouraging sharing on the lessons we can
learn from the corporate world regarding the
importance of taking care of our ³ecological
footprint´. As missionaries we too should
take care of the Creation, not because we have
to, but because the People of God are in dire
need and because it is not right to spoil this
beautiful world by our unlimited desires.
Day 4: Spirituality Aspect
We had a deeply inspiring reflection on
³What hope for a small blue planet´ E\ )U
Brian Grogan, SJ, and the profound personal
experiences of Fr. Amado L. Picardal, CSsR,
on ³Deep Relationality: Living in
Communion´with God, self, and one another.
Father Brian led us through reflections
exploring the six reasons for hope drawn from
the divine order of things. He pointed out that
God is a God of Life, and His glory is the
human person fully alive. The main reason for
hope for our future is the Spirit-led change of
KHDUWEHLQJVKRZQLQ WKHFXUUHQW µHFRORJLFDl
FRQYHUVLRQ¶RIVRPDQ\SHRSOH. The richness
of the Christian tradition must strengthen our
hope and liberate our energies to protect our
Common Home. Because Christian hope is
not wishful thinking or naïve optimism: it
comes from God and is focused on God and it
is founded on *RG¶V interventions in human
history. God is Almighty and great, but God
is also God the God of small things. We live
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small lives and our efforts to protect our world
may seem small and futile ² such as
conserving water when washing, avoiding
plastic, saving foxes, growing herbs in a
window-box. Small though these gestures
may beWKH\DUHULFKLQ*RG¶VVLJKt.

place of God and refusing to acknowledge our
creaturely limitations. This in turn distorted
WKH PDQGDWH WR ³KDYH GRPLQLRQ´ RYHU WKH
earth. As a result, the originally harmonious
relationship between human beings and
nature became conflictual (cf. Gen).

Another reason for hope for our planet is the
divine command: µ*R  7KH VLPSOH GLYLQH
commaQG µ*R¶ ULQJV RXW DFURVV WKH
Scriptures when things are at their lowest, and
when that command is obeyed divine power
swings into action. In the course of time,
when our time boundaries melt away, what
was past will be present again, including
every detail of Nature. In this perspective,
everything worthwhile, beautiful and
meaningful, everything that constitutes the
richness of human life, is being transferred to
the divine order of things even as our lives go
by and will be for our communal enjoyment,
human history, Creation, and we ourselves
will glow with transfigured meaning.

Day 5: Closing session
Sr. Sheila Kinsey, from the JPIC desk of
8,6*86*VKDUHGRQµSowing Seeds for the
Planet¶,QWKHILUVWSDUWRIKHUSUHVHQWDWLRQ
she introduced the main role of the JPIC. It is
to transform the world in the spirit of the
Gospel; to promote justice and care for the
integrity of creation; to listen to the poor and
vulnerable, and support their voice, and
advocate for human rights for all persons, and
the importance of a life imbued with the
loving presence of Christ. Our relationship
with Christ can be the source of creating new
ways of being compassionate to comfort our
fragile world.
Sowing seeds for the future: Sr. Sheila
referred the biblical parable of the mustard
Fr. Amado L. Picardal, CSsR, led us into seed in Matthew 13:3-8. The tiny mustard
µDeep Relationality: Living in Communion¶ seed shows that great things grow from the
His presentation focused on the spirituality of smallest of beginnings. Just like the mustard
communion, in the light of the Laudato Si. seed, the ideas of Laudato Si' must be
He shared his experience of ecological scattered everywhere so that they might
spirituality as a three-fold communion: flower in the hearts, minds, and souls of as
Communion with others, with nature and with many people as possible. The USG/UISG
God. He emphasized that everything is members are also encouraged to coordinate
interconnected, interrelated, and that all live their congregational efforts with Sowing
within a web of relationships as Pope Francis Hope for the Planet. The /DXGDWR6L¶$FWLRQ
echoes in Laudato Si¶ ³Human life is Platform provides a framework for
grounded in three fundamental and closely responding to the urgency of the ecological
intertwined relationships: with God, with our crisis, enables like-minded partnerships and
neighbor and with the earth itself´ n. 66) as provides critical planning. She also shared the
the heart of integral ecology. His experience JPIC Agenda and future plans.
reflected his closeness to the Divine amidst
natural wonders during his pilgrim with As the closing speech for the Seminar, Fr.
fellow pilgrims.
Augusto Zampini Davies from the Dicastery
for Human Development, Rome, spoke of the
He also explained another aspect with regard &KXUFK¶VQHZSDWKZD\VIRUintegral ecology
to the rupture of the three-fold communion. in the aftermath of the Synod for the PanThese three vital relationships have been Amazon Region. Fr. Augusto explained the
broken, both outwardly and within us. This Social, Cultural, Ecological, and Ecclesial
UXSWXUH LV VLQ«. The harmony between the dreams for the Amazon Region. It is however
Creator, humanity and creation as a whole also applicable to where we live. Fr. Augusto
was disrupted by our presuming to take the outlined an action plan to realize these four
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dreams by implementing the methodology of
µ/LVWHQ&RQQHFWDQG,QVSLUH¶+HH[SODLQHGa
complex and interconnected ecological,
economic, political, and social crisis and that
these crises are an opportunity for people to
create something new. He called for a
prophetic voice, alternative models of
development to make changes. The Church
too builds up new structures for new paths for
evangelization, implementation from dream
to reality and walking together for a better
world.
/($51,1*)5207+(6(0,1$5«
&UHDWLRQ LV *RG¶V ILUVW DQG SULPRUGLDO
revelation. The very first manifestation of
God. God has a purpose for creation. God
gave us only one blue planet as our home.
And we share this home with other people and
the rest of creation. Everything is interconnected, interrelated and inter dependent.
This applies from the sub-atomic level up to
the entire cosmos including the biological, the
eco-system and society. We all live within a
web of relationship with all of LIFE!
The Seminar was a profound call to a
personal, communal and on-going ecological
conversion. Creation today is crying out as
never before, labouring to be set free (Romans
Ch. 8). All nations and peoples need an
ecological conversion if we are to be honest
guardians of this wonderful planet. We can
change the course of history by adopting a
radical new way of living with Creation to
sustain and preserve its resources for future
generations.

In this vital time of RXU ZRUOG¶V KLVWRU\ ZH
DUH FDOOHG WR WDNH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ DV *RG¶V
people, and contribute to change this
situation: doing small things such as recycle
trash, saving energy and water, buy ecofriendly products, buying what is really
needed, planting trees, learning about the
ecological issues, support pro-ecological
agenda, etc. Let us hear and respond to the cry
of the earth and the cry of the poor, rediscover
the Gospel of Creation. Let us practice the
Ten Green Commandments of /DXGDWR 6L¶.
Let us join our hearts and minds to make
*RG¶VGUHDPIRURXUFRPPRQKRPHDUHDOLW\
We thank SEDOS, Fr. Peter Baekelmans,
CICM, and his team and all those who were
part of organizing this important Seminar.
With over a 165 participants there is hope that
together we can make a difference wherever
we are present, and help people to become
aware of the infiQLWHEHDXW\RI*RG¶VFUHDWLRQ
As Pope Francis reminds us, ³All of us can
cooperate as instruments of God for the care
of creation, each according to his or her own
culture, experience, involvements and
talents´ (LS n. 14).
As agents of hope, let us dare to take our
responsibility as trXH VWHZDUGV RI *RG¶V
Creation!
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

In the Encyclical Laudato SL¶, Pope Francis
VD\V³a whole new way of living opens as a
consequence of a personal and passionate
relationship with Jesus. We get the grace to
transcend ourselves´(LS, 217)
We get new strength to care for others and for
creation. We can live with a new horizon,
HPEUDFLQJ -HVXV¶ YLVLRQ RI WKH .LQJGRP RI
God, of a renewed and transformed world and
ecosystem where we are all brothers and
sisters, each responsible for the other.

Gift from ORBIS BOOKS to SEDOS Library
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

SEDOS AUTUMN SEMINAR 2021

(Picture taken by
Maria Orlova)

Common Trends in Mission
< Back to the Roots >

11 ± 15 October 2021
(every day from 1.00 pm to 4.30 pm, with over 20 speakers)

ONLINE FROM ROME
(detailed program will follow)
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Green Jesus

Painting by Students of St. Mary’s University at Bayongbong,
Nueva Vizcaya, The Philippines (CICM)

