
Vol. 42, No. 11/12 
November-December

Sedos - Via dei Verbiti, 1 - 00154 Roma
TEL.: (+39)065741350 / FAX: (+39)065755787
E-mail address: sedos@pcn.net
Homepage: http://www.sedos.org

Servizio di Documentazione e Studi
Documentation and Research Centre

Centre de Documentation et de Recherche
Servicio de Documentación e Investigación

Bulletin 2010
SEDOSSEDOS

Editorial 246
The Pastoral Challenges of Urbanization in Uganda
-Response of the Church -
Vincent Muhindo 247
Potentialities and Crises of Modern Youth 
and the Role of the Church
S. Koilmani 258
Jeunesse: 
Actrice du renouveau et de la renaissance africaine
Lucien Koffi Kouadio — Rodrigue Fahiraman Kone 269
Modern Youth and the Church 
Britto Gerald Dhinakaran 272
SEDOS ANNUAL REPORT 2010
Nzenzili Lucie Mboma, FMM 280

COMING EVENTS 284 



We are dedicat ing this issue of  the SEDOS Bullet in t o Youth. “The t im e of  youth is
the season of  spr ing in everyone’s life. I t  is very easy  to be act ive,  t ransform  the ordinary
into t he ext raordinary ”... . The young people of t oday, whet her  they belong t o t he developed
or  developing count r ies, all excel in the use of m odern t echnology.  They are so fascinated by
it  t hat  t hey  becom e an easy  prey  t o it s negat ive effect s.  Young people are caught  bet ween
the st ruggle for  self- ident it y and t he requirem ent s t o secure a successful life,  m ore especially
in t he em erging urban set t ing.  The few art icles we have gat hered all abound in t he sam e
sense:  the future of the wor ld and the Church belongs to youth;  they  are t he fut ure St at e
leaders and m inisters in t he Church.

Never t heless,  t here is a k ind of  dichot om y/ a gap between
these beaut iful st atem ent s:  e.g.  Youth as fut ure inst rum ents of
change and t he space allot ted t o t hem  in t he actual st ruct ures
of Governm ent s and within t he Church. Governm ent  st ructures,
i n  m ost  o f  t h e  d ev e lop in g  cou n t r i es an d  in  som e o f  t h e
d ev e lop ed  on es t en d  t o  p r om ot e  a  sor t  o f  g er on t ocr acy
excluding, ipso facto young people, how can they  be prepared
to assum e the roles they w ill be assigned? The Church and civ il
societ y are cert ainly called to a conversion of their  inner at t it ude.

The m ain challenge is to find the ways and m eans which can help young people to m ake
room in their  life, welcom e the following exhortat ion and put  it  into pract ice:  “What  m at ters to
young people, m ore t han hav ing "stabilit y  and secur it y "  is solid roots in faith, which of fers
prospects im m easurably greater in their  scope than those which today's society tend to exalt ,
prom ising an alm ost "  Heaven without  God, "which in realit y is a hell in which"  selfishness,
divisions in fam ilies, the hat red between people and between nat ions, lack of love, j oy  and
hope prevail. "Hence the need to be" Planted and built  up in Jesus Christ , firm  in the faith" ,
(Benedict  XVI , 09- 03-2010) . Young people are exper iencing these sit uat ions. What  language
does the Church need to learn so as to be able to com municate with young people today? Are
we ready to listen to young people and learn from them ?
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Rev Fr Vincent Muhindo

The Pastoral Challenges of Urbanization in Uganda

-  Response of the Church -
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I ntroduction, Location and Background

Locat ion: Uganda is located in t he heart  of the Great  Afr ican high plat eau t hat
rolls from  the Ethiopian highlands towards Southern Afr ica;  it  lies between the two arm s
of the Great  East  Afr ican Rift  Valley and is crossed by  the equat or. I t  has 241,139 sq.
kms of land with a t ropical climate.1  About  86.7%  of it s thir t y- two m illion people l ive in
rural areas and at  an annual rate of 4-6%  rural-urban m igrat ion, m ore than 12%  live in
urban areas. More than 70%  of the populat ion is Christ ian. At  3.2%  per year,  it  has the
seventh fast est  populat ion growt h rate in  the world. With a 6.1%  fem ale fer t ili t y rate,
Uganda is third in the world. With about  50%  of it s populat ion below the age of f ift een,
the count ry has t he h ighest  average of t eenage populat ion in Afr ica South of the
Sahara. I t  is a landlocked count ry, bordered by  Kenya on the East ,  the D.R. Congo on
the West , Tanzania to the South, Rwanda t o the Sout h-West , and Sudan t o the Nor th.

Background: Before t he ar r ival of foreign colonialist s and m issionaries, t his land
was liv ing a t ypical Tradit ional Afr ican lifestyle. Life was based on subsistence farm ing,
hunt ing, fishing and fruit  gathering. The t radit ional kingdoms and chiefdoms were headed
by kings, chiefs, t ribal leaders, councils of clan leaders and family elders;  with a t radit ional
Afr ican religion pract iced according to t he different  cultural set t ings of  the people.
Uganda began to enter the m odern phase of history basically through foreign influence.

The 19 th century witnessed an unparalleled interest  in the acquisit ion of African territories
by the indust rialized countries of Europe. Present -day Uganda was forged by the Brit ish
between 1890 and 1926 with it s name being derived from the Buganda Kingdom .2  During
this period there was also an inflow of Christ ian missionaries from Europe into the heart  of
Africa, marking the third phase of the missionary endeavour on African territory. This period
marked the entrance of European cultural pract ices which brought  the Gospel.3  Uganda’s
first  contact  wit h the Chr ist ian wor ld was on 30 June 1877 through the Protest ant
m issionaries from the Church Missionary Society (CMS).4  Two years later on 17 February
1879 Cat holic Missionaries began to flow into the count ry and evangelize it .

The int roduct ion of pr im ary  fact or ies especial ly for m in ing and warehouses for
mult inat ionals was facilitated by administ rat ive centres and t ransport  networks especially
the railway line,  which enabled people to m igrate f rom  rural areas in search of  the new
life brought  by the West .5  Mult i-ethnic populat ions were taken from  villages as a cheap
labour supply t o the newly established product ion cent res. When Uganda was declared
a Br it ish Protectorate in 1894 it  was fol lowed by const ruct ion and the nat ionalizat ion of
inst it ut ions like schools,  hospitals, m il it ary bases that  tended to be concent rated in
specific buil t -up areas. Massive populat ions were crowding in to bu ilt - up areas with
inadequate m eans of survival, creat ing uncom fortable liv ing condit ions.

Post - I ndependence era: With the fall of direct  colonialism  in the m id 20 th century,



a new world was em erging;  a great  change was taking place. New challenging situat ions
were com ing to light  t hrough the polit ical, indust r ial and urbanizat ion processes. The
polit ical I ndependence of Uganda (9 October 1962)  brought  in new form s of  socio-
econom ic inter-dependence both locally and internat ionally. Large populat ions that  had
tasted t he li fe of the Whit e-m an found them selves in less sustained built -up areas,
wit hout  direct ion, liv ing with gam bling polit icians and econom ist s, juxtaposed cultural
int erest s, and yet  m ore and m ore people were flock ing into the cit ies that  had no
indust r ial capacit y to support  their  basic hum an needs.

Polit ically,  the m ain challenge at  this t im e was the division of the new count ry
bet ween the South and Nort h blocs and the lack of a ful l com prehension of  the new
polit ical system . Econom ically,  the im balance was caused by the increased in urban
populat ion and insufficient  corresponding suppor t ive indust r ies. Socio-culturally it  was
the insecurit y of  “ the other ”, t he people who did not  belong to “m y”  ethn ic group and
yet  there was inevitable coexistence. Religiously the st ruggle was between the different
m issionary cam ps, first  wit hin them selves and later  wit h the non- Christ ian Afr ican
Tradit ional Religious (ATR) beliefs. Agriculture was being abandoned in the villages while
the new cit ies did not  yet  have enough indust r ies t o provide for t he h igh num ber  of
im m igrants. Modern urban life was beginning to replace the old Afr ican systems but  at  a
weak point . This led t o the over -crowding of t owns and t he subsequent  appearance of
slums and shantytowns. The colonial era had left  behind a m odern administ rat ion system
which the I ndigenous people were not  well  enough t rained to handle.

The  Church: Despite the tension between the m issionar ies and the local clergy  at
the t ime, the Church was st ill hanging on and building up slowly, maintaining her t radit ional
st ructures amidst  rapid social changes. Today the Church is immersed in a complex society
where her comfortable pastoral zone of homogeneity is fast  giving way to the challenges of
heterogeneity on the social and religious levels. She struggles to fit  into an urban operat ing
system that mainly, developed, during the period when she seemed to have withdrawn from
man’s earthily affairs thus creat ing an ant i-urban bias. Today she is challenged by her
realizat ion of the need to share in the sorrows, joys and hopes of the People of God, many
of whom are heavily influenced by urbanization.6 The missions, operat ing in the rural world
largely im mune to the impact  of urbanizat ion, had adapted — and they were correct  to do
so — methods and structures suitable to the rural set t ing. However, the m ethods and
st ructures inherited by the Young Churches now run the risk of being too closely bound to
the rural world.7  Som e authors say that  the Church is not  well enough organized to deal
with the urban scene. The populat ion of the cit ies is growing rapidly and the Church is
unable, with her present  st ructures, to keep pace with that  growth.8  The current  state of
urbanizat ion in Uganda and the challenges it  poses as discussed below are indicat ive of a
count ry st ruggling to m anage in an ever-changing m odern am bient .

Pastoral Challenges

To sum marize the challenges describe below are at  a m ore secular level but  since the
Church is also m eant  to serve secular hum anit y, she cannot  close her  eyes to the
m ater ial suffer ing of her children. Urban- related challenges can be ident if ied in Uganda
such as:  rapid populat ion growth with uncont rolled m obilit y, over-crowding coupled with
insufficient  social services, poor m edical and sanitat ion facili t ies,  high m ort alit y rat es,
lim ited access to land, cor rupt ion, h igh unem ploym ent  rates, the burden of debt  and
lack  of m arkets for local produce.9  We further observe  further the increased  growth of
slums with all their dehumanizing elements, increased crime and injust ice:  st reet  children;
chi ld/ drug abuse;  com m erce-based hum an relat ionships;  increased gap between r ich
and poor ;  negat ive inf luence of  the Mass Media;  prost i t ut ion;  gam bling and theft ;  t he
disappearance of posit ive t radit ional values;  confl ict  between polit ical and t radit ional
inst itut ions;  neglect  of the rural areas;  influx of dangerous foreign cultures;  environmental
degradat ion,10 et c.
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Direct  Challenges to the Mission of the Church

The Structure of the Church vis- à- vis the city: The nineteenth century Christ ian
expansion from  Europe brought  to Afr ica a well-st ructured hierarchical Church that  was
suitable to a rural am bient .11  The system  divided t he terr it ory in to several par t s under
the direct ion of the m ission and each was conf ined to the pastoral care of a Priest  or a
group of Pr iests. These m ission stat ions, which today we call Parishes, were sub-divided
int o other stat ions which today  we call out -stat ions, the num ber  of which depended on
the availabi lit y of Pr iest s and the size of t he area. They vary in size. The m ain out -
stat ions are regular ly visited by the Priest  who com es from  the m ain mission-post  (par ish
cent re)  to adm inister the sacram ents, gather ing all t he sm aller sub-stat ions under that
part icular m ain out -stat ion.

Cat echists are appoint ed to the outst at ions as caretakers in the nam e of the Par ish
Priest .12 This approach has served its t ime in the rural areas, but  Uganda is now witnessing
a change in l ife- styles.13 The sam e st ructures, or iented t o the rural set t ing, cannot
funct ion in urban centers without  modificat ion. Today the challenge lies in the st ructural
adjustm ent  of  the Church to suit e the urban cent res in Uganda where people are very
m obile and heterogeneous and cannot  be confined to one terr it orial zone. A new pastoral
approach m ust  be devised with t he least  r isk of losing the universali t y of  the Church.

I nt er- e thnic rela t ions: The process of urbanizat ion has led to the presence of
var ious ethnic people in bu ilt -up areas without  a unify ing ph ilosophy to keep their
diversit y in unit y. Tr ibal and polit ical differences were brought  into the Church as well
from  the new urban com m unit ies. I t  is com mon to hear of conflicts during the elect ion of
Church leaders because of t ribal tendencies especially when the office involves m ater ial
benefit s. What result s is m utual dist rust , enmity, conflict  and hardship and which m an is
at  once the cause and the vict im.14  More than being a challenge brought  by urbanizat ion,
it  is a sign that  the Gospel m essage is not  yet  fully int egrat ed in to t he cu ltures of the
people and t hat  both urbanizat ion and evangelizat ion have not  yet  succeeded in
perm eat ing the exclusive ethnocent r icit y of m an.

Religious Syncret ism : “A significant  number of Christ ians prefer to keep some
incompat ible elements of the African Tradit ional Religion (ATR) while outwardly appearing to
be comm it ted Christ ians”.15  I f I  may expand religious syncret ism to include the search for
the spiritual meaning of man’s existence from different  philosophies, I  would not  hesitate to
include other form s of thought  to which the urban m ind turns in search of answers to its
spiritual thirst . We can ident ify such forces as the new age theories, extrem e pragmat ism,
relat ivism, Atheism, yoga, Pleasurism, humanism, etc. These theories, beyond being secular
philosophies, present  themselves as alternat ives to the less or often misunderstood religious
truths in which man fails to discover the full m eaning of his life in the urban environment.

I n Uganda (Africa)  the gap between our fading t radit ional beliefs and the myster ies
of our faith was not  well covered in the m issionary era and this situat ion m akes us m ore
vulnerable to such theories. A double standard of l iv ing in t owns as well as in the
vil lages is com m on, whereby Sunday is for God and the other  days for  gods. Hum an
sacrif ice, love port ions, superst it ion, am ulet s, etc, are al l signs t hat  m an st ill t urns to
t radit ional m eans in search of success, securit y and survival in t he cit y.

The t ransit ional period between the m issionary era and the indigenizat ion of the
Ugandan Church (1879-1964)  was not  sufficient  to t ransform  a totally t radit ional and
intrinsically cultural Ugandan into a full and united follower of Christ . I t  quest ions the level
of the inculturat ion of the Gospel into Ugandan cultures. Christ ianit y challenged the ATR
with externally notable success, e.g. the Holy Martyrs of Uganda, but  som e ATR pract ices
remained silent ly operat ional in the private lives of many Christ ians. Urbanizat ion collects
and uses such m odern theories to fill t he unsat isfied spirit ual hunger within the heart  of
m an. The gap between cultural beliefs and Christ ian pract ice is st ill wide, thus favouring
religious syncret ism.
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I nconsistency bet w een Fait h and Pract ica l Life: Many people in Uganda have
received Bapt ism  and are called Christ ian by the sam e fact ;  but  on looking at  som e of
the pract ices in daily  life, one wonders how far Uganda is Christ ian. There seem s to be
a cont radictory gap between what  they  profess on Sunday and what  t hey actually l ive
in the weekdays.16  An im balance ar ises between t he concern for  pract icalit y and
efficiency, and the dem ands of moral conscience;  also very often between the condit ions
of collect ive existence and the requirements of personal thought . Eventually an imbalance
develops bet ween specialized hum an act iv it y and a com prehensive view of realit y.17

Urbanizat ion has not  bet tered the situat ion in  this regard;  if anything, it  m ay be held
responsible for its increase. This stems from the fact  that  modernizat ion provides seemingly
visible and pract ical workable solut ions to man’s daily challenges some of which contradict
the teaching of t he Church.  I  would just  like to m ent ion two such challenges:

Birth Control by Artif icial Contraceptives: I n a country where couples lack sufficient
knowledge of their  hum an sexuali t y to be able t o det erm ine the safe per iods to avoid
unplanned pregnancies;  in a count ry where t radit ional bel iefs st il l encourage a h igh
num ber of chi ldren and yet  faced with  the ever- increasing cost  of l iv ing, it  is a test ing
m om ent  for  the spouses to decide between abst inence for natural bir th cont rol and the
use of art if icial cont racept ives. The Church and ot her t radit ional cult ural inst it ut ions
seem  to have lost  the bat t le against  art if icial cont racept ives in the developed count r ies.
Unfortunately these ideas are being st rongly prom oted in the developing world as hands
are held out  for foreign aid. For individual couples, it  is a hard choice between hav ing
m ore chi ldren due to their  failure to ident ify the safe m onthly per iods and filling their
hom es with children they are not  able to cater  for  f inancial ly. I n m ost  cases it  is left  t o
the conscience of the indiv iduals, m any of  whom  choose the cont racept ives and ignore
the Church’s teaching.

The Use of Condoms: Africa South of the Sahara has 74%  of the total world’s HIV cases
and in Uganda about 2 million people are living with this virus with the national spread rate of 6%
per annum. In towns the spread is highest, given the lifestyle and conditions of life there. I  have
met Christian parents who advise their children to use condoms rather than face the risk of
contracting diseases. Medical centres in Uganda and some institut ions for higher learning freely
distribute them to the youth;  Government subsidizes taxes on condoms;  they are cheap and
can be bought  in the remotest  v illages of Uganda even where the preservat ion condit ions
are not  conducive. The conflict  between loosing the life of a child to AIDS and the uncertainty
whether this child has actually taken note of the call t o abst inence by the Church, presents
a strong temptat ion to m any to advocate the use of condom s.

Bot h Church and State hospitals give t reatm ent  and counsell ing to AI DS pat ients.
The dif ference is in  the prevent ive approach.  The Church gives two alt ernat ives
(Abst inence and faithfulness in m arr iage)  which our  m odern St ate considers the best
approaches but  the Governm ent  and other secular NGOs add the use of condom s as a
prevent ive m easure. There are m ore delicat e issues l ike incom pat ible m arr ied couples
who have the r ight  to sexual sat isfact ion and the duty of rear ing offspr ing and yet  no
pract ical solut ions have been given t hem . Such a gap is covered either  by rebell ion
against  Church doct r ine or  the use of other sexual deviat ions like m asturbat ion wit hin
m ar r iage, adultery, surrogate parent hood, etc, which cont radict  the m oral teaching of
the Church. This defines the inconsistency between the pract ice of faith and the seemingly
workable provisions given by m odern life to m odern challenges.

Liturgy, I nculturation and Cultural Pluralism : I t  is comm on to hear of inculturat ion
by the local people but  this is only  in t erm s of the novelt y  that  has been added to the
usual form  of lit urgical celebrat ion on a part icular occasion. I t  does not  go deeper  to
address issues of  ancest ral venerat ion, use of  am ulets as spir it ual securit y, 18 t r ibal
linguist ics, t ranslat ion of lit urgical books, etc. Uganda has about  56 ethnic groups under
which we find different  cultural or ientat ions. With the m ixture of  these cultures in
towns, it  is not  easy to find a com m on ground for lit urgical inculturat ion without  the r isk
of sidel ining the sm all cu ltural groups within the sam e localit y. The big quest ion has
always been ‘which culture’ should serve as m odel in the context  where the self ish
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t endencies of man persist  as each thinks himself to be superior. The Church st ill faces the
challenge of expounding inculturat ion to include not  only language but  the unificat ion of
common sym bols found in each ethnic ent ity by which we can talk of a Ugandan culture.
There is a need for a cr it ical analysis of the
universal values within the different  cultures so
as to avoid the risk of limiting the Gospel message
to one single culture or t r ibe.19

Urban Catechesis: The m issionaries had a
three year programme for bapt ismal preparation
whereby the catechumens boarded at  the parish
centre (Mugini)  for the m onths they were in
form at ion. With the int roduct ion of boarding
schools, increased expenses in maintaining the
cat echum ens, child safety  policies, religious
pluralism in the cit ies, etc, it  is no longer possible
to have catechum ens in form at ion boarding  at
the parish centre. Academic boarding schools take
away the potent ial catechumens and keep them
for a long period in schools and, since day-schools
close late in the evening, there is lit t le t ime left
for catechesis in the parish. Not  many parents
let their children stay long at the parishes because
at  home too they have academic assignments
and during the holidays many go to the villages to join the wider fam ily. These parents do
not  even have the t im e to catechize their own children at  hom e, less st ill of praying
together. The towns are full of children but  lit t le t ime has been allocated for init ial catechesis.

School Educat ion: The Bishops of Uganda note:  that  “Because the full educat ion of
the child is beyond the capacit y of the parents, t he parents confide their  chi ldren to
teachers who com plete the educat ion begun in the hom e”.20 The boarding school system
in Uganda is good for academ ic perform ance but  it  t akes t he ch ildren away for m onths
from  the direct  guidance of their  parents. The students academic and m oral form at ion is
great ly dependent  on t he school m anagem ent  wit h the r isk  of secular ized tendencies.
The religious educat ion provided in most  schools is more for passing exam s than for
st rengthening the faith of the young people. The current  m oral decadence, abuse of office
and lack of com mitment to public service especially by the young is an indicat ion of poor
moral form at ion in schools.21 Catholic educat ional and social inst it ut ions provide the best
services in the count ry but  the major ity poor Catholics are unable to afford the fees. I n the
face of negat ive m odern t rends youth have lit t le resistance, and so imm oralit y increases.

Pentecostalism  and Sects: “Afr ica is character ized by a great  var iety of sects and
rel igious m ovem ent s of  diverse or igin”.22 They are essent ially an urban phenom enon
since it  is there that  they find fert ile ground t o expound their  teaching. 23 They fil l a
vacuum  between the Cat holics and their  pastors. Their  at t ract ive pastoral approach
capitalizes on the weak points within the Church’s pastoral st rategies and this highlights
the challenge we have to face in  the new approaches to evangelizat ion in Uganda. “…
New religious movements are arising in situat ions where the majority of people experience
acute poverty and even desperat ion, while a m inorit y is beginning to enjoy the benefit s
of the consum er societ y … t here is a desire for social healing as m uch as for inner
healing”.24  Religious m ovem ents address the situat ions of everyday li fe such as failure
to give bir th  or t o get  a spouse;  issues about  death, prosperit y, long life,  possessions,
peace and t ranquilit y  are given m uch at t ent ion at  a person to person level.

They help people to find in the word of God answers to the fundamental issues of life by
constant ly quoting the Bible, a practice with which many Catholics are still unfamiliar.25 They
have the abilit y to inculturate the Christ ian m essage. I n a count ry where t here are not
suf ficient  scient if ic explanat ions as to the cause of suffer ing and other  undesirable
sit uat ions in life, m an is apt  to l isten to anyone who seem s able to answer such
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com plicat ions. The spir it ual response is m ore appealing especial ly in  Afr ica where the
t radit ional t endencies to superst it ion and spir it ual ism  are st ill in t ransit ion t o m odern
Western thinking. Since the Catholic Church’s teaching has, to a great  extend rem ained
m yster ious, any religious m ovem ent  t hat  seem s able to interpret  such m yster ies into a
concretely understandable language is given greater at tent ion. So, they have m anaged
to take great  num ber of people away from  the Catholic Church.

Human Sacrif ice: The phenom enon of hum an sacrif ice is an ancient  method of using
par ts of  the hum an body (especially t he head and the genitals)  as sacr if ice dem anded
by wit chdoct ors in the belief that  one will becom e wealthier  or at tain  bet t er health  or
greater  securit y. Unfortunately  those involved in the business are t he r ich townspeople
who take away the l ives of poor people as prescr ibed by  their  “doctors”. This pract ice is
ram pant  in the big t owns of Uganda as people st ruggle to sat isfy t heir  greed for m oney
in the nam e of fight ing poverty. Uganda’s 1957 Witchcraft  Act  prohibits acts of wit chcraft
that  involve threatening others with  death. Such sacr if icing has been done in secrecy
for  a long t im e. Child sacr if ice cent res on wit chcraft  w ith wit chdoctors preying on
people’s fear  and greed for r iches. The New Vision, Uganda, repor ted t he following:

The num ber of people killed as a hum an sacr ifice is on the r ise. According to a report

obtained from  the Police, the num ber of people kil led in hum an sacr ifice increased from

three in 2007 to 25  in 2008 and 29 in 2009. I n addit ion,  a t otal of  123 people were st ill

m issing by t he end of 2009, t he m ajor it y of them , or  90,  were children. Most  of  them  are

suspected of  hav ing becom e vict im s of hum an sacr ifice….  Kam pala dist r ict  em erged as t he

m ost  dangerous place, with 956 people gone m issing for at  least  a few days dur ing 2009.26

These are dev ilish act s which the Church has t o address,  otherwise as the denial of
God or of religions is becom ing more rampant  than in form er days.27 I t  is also an indicat ion
that  some dangerous African t radit ional rit uals have not  yet  fully given way to Christ ianit y.

On the I nst itut ion of Marr iage: “The urban fam ily is im mersed in a com plex social
environm ent  that  encom passes the ent ire breath of hum an experience. To be a fam ily in
the cit y  is t o hear and see and sm ell very  viv idly the best  and the worst  of hum anit y ”.28

The Governm ent  of Uganda recognizes as legal three form s of m arr iage, i.e. custom ary,
civ il and rel igious m ar r iages. I n  so far as Church wedding is concerned, there is a lot  of
irregular it y caused by the fear of com m it t ing oneself to a life- long partner, br ide wealth,
fear of subm ission and lack of convict ion about  the im portance of a Church m ar r iage.29

Marriage in Uganda today, as in  m any other developing count r ies,  is facing par t icu lar
challenges which lead m any people to co-habit  out  of wedlock.  There are m any act ive
and good-willed Christ ians liv ing outside wedlock who have therefore incurred penalt ies
like suspension from  Holy Com m union, and denial of a Funeral Mass after death.

“Unlike the m arriage based on the ancient  Rom an and Germanic contractual m arr iage
oriented to the nuclear family, the African t radit ional marriage is a process or iented to the
extended family. All these factors, no doubt  influence the status of marriage in Africa”.30

Tradit ionally in Uganda there are the int roductory and bride price ceremonies which involve
a lot  of inter- fam ily negot iat ions and financial requirements which the fam ily of the male
spouse has to meet. Bride price today has become a business in which the groom is made to
incur great  sums of expenses31 and yet  the celebrat ion of marriage in the Church is the last
step after the preceding preparat ions. This causes the intending couples to wait  for months
or even years before complet ing the process. The quest ion here is whether the Church
journeys with the intending couple at  each of these stages or just  looks on await ing her
turn to give the nupt ial blessing? In most , if not  all, cases Mother Church in Uganda waits
for the couple at  her Church doors to fill up the documents, part  of which serve as proof for
clearance of the t radit ional bride wealth requirements.

Life expectancy in Uganda is 52.6 years for m en and 53.8 years for wom en and yet
one has to spend about  half of this life at  school t ry ing t o invest  in hum an capit al for a
bet ter fu ture. After this educat ion it  is not  easy to find a good enough job to m eet  som e
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of the m arr iage requirem ents. To a couple whose finances m ay not  perm it  a quicker
process,  years of  im pat ience and fear  of losing the chosen partner  result  in sim ple
agreem ents m ade between the fam ilies for co-habitat ion. Children m ay even be reared
and bapt ized but  the parents are barred from  Holy  Com m union and in som e parishes
even from  act ive part icipat ion in Church cerem onies. Moreover, af ter t he custom ary
requirem ents with the test im ony of local Governm ent  representat ives, the legalit y  of
the marr iage is recognized and protected by the polit ical State. Children are reared with
legal r ights to the inherit ance of propert y even before t he Church can sacram entally
provide for their  “ illegal”  state of m arr iage.

Church’s Response and the W ay Forw ard

These and many other challenges are situat ions that  the Church m ust  constant ly bat t le
with at  both the theoret ical and pract ical levels. There may not  be a definite and part icular
solut ion to each of the challenges highlighted above but  the constant  involvem ent  of the
Church in man’s affairs is a step towards a bet ter life. The Church acknowledges and
recognizes the current  world changes in all spheres of life especially in the changing social
relat ions among human beings as affected by the present  wave of modern urbanizat ion.32

She recognizes the need for the re-evaluat ion of pastoral approaches to respond to the
changing t imes of man in the modern world. Her intervent ion in human affairs at  both the
theoret ical and pract ical levels is an indicat ion of her t ime- long interest  in t ravelling with
man as she shares in his sorrows, joys and hopes.

From antiquity, cities have been places of security against enemies;  places of social interaction
and improved conditions of life. They are meant to be:  market-places, doorways to positive
globalization, concentration of goods and distribution centres of wealth, centres of communication,
places of opportunity and innovation, centres of social interaction and religious pluralism, centres
of power,33 etc. When this vision is lost  due to man’s short sightedness, the city becomes a
burden on man’s shoulders and an enemy to his very existence. The enemy in the city today is
“everything visible or invisible that  squeezes man to the margins of life and leaves him with the
least of means to make a dignified living”. Such enmity deviates man from his journey to eternity
and blurs the very essence of the city’s intended purpose.

God has made the city his tent , in which he wants to comm unicate with the city
dwellers and He invites them to communicate among themselves. God becomes m an
(incarnat ion)  so as to be one with us. The missionary mandate given to the Church to go
out  to the whole world (Mt  28: 19) is the reason behind the Church’s presence in the city
i.e. to cont inue the incarnat ion of Christ . The Church’s m ission in the city is to mobilize all
her bapt ized children and make them into t rue children of God thus making them  feel that
together they are the bearers of salvat ion which begins here on earth.34  The Church is
called to bring the Good News to the poor, to proclaim  liberty to capt ives and new sight  to
the blind;  to set  the down-trodden free and to proclaim the year of favour (cf Lk 4: 18). The
plight  of the people in the cit ies cannot  be left  unat tended to;  it  calls for the proclam at ion
of favour from the Lord, a new life brought  about  by a new understanding of Evangelization.35

There is a cont inuous call on the Church to get  fully involved in the socio-economic,
cultural and polit ical life of man since these are the areas that  affect  him  in the urban
centres. The Church m inisters and all t he laity are called to be posit ive towards urban life
and to embrace it  as a new mode of life for today and for the t imes to come. Since the signs
of the t ime read “urbanizat ion as the new human environm ent ”, there is an urgent  need to
inculturate the Gospel wisely into the new urban culture so that  it  can cont inue to be as
relevant  as it  has always been to different  generat ions. The Church has to int roduce new
approaches to the evangelizat ion of the urban centers and soften her doctrine concerning
modern issues like populat ion control, disease prevent ion, preparat ion and recept ion of the
sacraments, etc. We need to pay urgent  pastoral at tent ion to man to free him from its
evils,36  there is need to assess and put  into place pastoral approaches and st ructures that
will help man find his t rue self in the city. Evangelizat ion in the cit y seeks t o find a
language that  suites m odern hum anit y without  alter ing the essent ial m essage of Christ ;
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a language that  addresses the new pluralist ic society;  a language that  not  only speaks the
words of Jesus but  interprets them  to address m an’s actual situat ion;  a language that  not
only speaks His words but  equally does His work through a life of witness (Acts 1: 8).

Urban evangelizat ion wil l analyze the com plex it y of m odern societ y with the help of
the other hum an sciences and be able to com e up wit h a pastoral approach which
contains bot h universal and par t icular recom m endat ions.  The Church in  the cit y  is
confront ed with choices to m ake for t he good of the people;  she is the light  of a people
who are being consum ed by secular ism  and m any seem  to have lost  the Face of God.
There is need for  a theology that  speaks to t he urban dweller;  need for pract ical
relevance in every theological t hought  proposed by the pastoral agents. Wit hin t his
theology, the Church m ust  wisely  see where and how t o place t he YES and the NO.

Africa: The specific African urban situat ion of poverty, disease, war, conflict , injust ice,
inequality and violence am idst  the abundant  natural and hum an wealth of the cont inent ,
calls for a pastoral paradigm  that  will m ake the Gospel message liberat ional.37  The basic
concepts of the New Afr ican Paradigm  of Evangelizat ion (NAPE)  wil l include life, peace,
hum an r ights, securit y,38 renewed faith, a reappraisal of  the t radit ional religions, re-
proposing the best  of Afr ican t radit ional values, the fight  against  self-negat ion, dialogue
wit h polit ics and other rel igions within the cont inent  and cooperat ion with  the rest  of
the global world.39  Evangelizat ion in Afr ica needs new fervour, m ethod and expression.40

St ructurally  speaking,  the Church in  the cit y  m ust  reorganize her pastoral st ructures;
the urban parish m ust  be open, flexible and m issionary, giv ing space to t rans-parochial
cooperat ion. Comm unity centres like librar ies, sports centres, entertainment halls, Ret reat
Cent res, cent res for t he Elderly, gym s, etc, run by the Church in different  zones ensure
her act ive presence am ong her people.

The 1994 Special Assem bly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops “considers inculturat ion
an urgent  pr iorit y in the life of the part icular Churches, for a firm  root ing of the Gospel in
Afr ica”.41  Afr ican cu ltures m ust  ser iously exam ine them selves t o discover the values
that  can stay as they are, those values which need to be modified, the negat ive elements
which need new worthy subst itutes and the oppressive elements which m ust  ent irely go
without  any subst itute.42  New catechet ical programm es should be able to dist inguish
between catechesis for sacram ental qualificat ion and catechism  for growth in faith.

Uganda: I n  Uganda a few such approaches are being applied alt hough a lot  st ill
needs to be done for t he total l iberat ion of hum anit y. At  the theoret ical level, t he
Bishops of Uganda have writ ten several Let ters addressing different  issues that  affect
the m odern person, ranging from  social to religious. The Let ters are an appeal to all with
stakes in hum an affairs to ensure the dignit y of m an. They put  m an at  the cent re of all
hum an act iv it y, condem ning everything that  abuses the im age of God created in m an
and encouraging the posit ive achievem ents m odernit y is m aking in subduing the earth.
At  a pract ical level t he Uganda Catholic Secretar iat  which is the execut ive arm  of the
Uganda Episcopal Conference, endeavours to prom ot e and coordinate the social and
pastoral m in ist ry of the Church in  building a united, just  and peaceful societ y. The work
is carr ied out  through the 12 Com m issions of t he Episcopal Conference whose day- to-
day  work is taken care of by their  respect ive Departm ents at  the Uganda Catholic
Secretar iat  under  the guidance of the Secretary General. Of  these Com m issions and
Departm ents the following can be said to be of direct  social involvem ent :  Lay Apostolate
Commission (Youth & Adult ) , Just ice and Peace Commission, Catholic Medical Commission,
Educat ion Commission, CARITAS–Uganda, Social Communicat ions Commission, Ecumenism
Commission, Inter-Religious Dialogue, Missionary Animation through the Pontifical Missionary
Societ ies, HI V/ AI DS Focal Point  and Global Fund I nit iat ives Managem ent  Unit  (GI FMU) .

Conclusion

Human life today is influenced a lot  by pract ical urban mechanism s;  they renew m an
as he subdues the earth to m ake life m ore com fortable and manageable. I n his st ruggle
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t o achieve t his goal he is not  t otal ly free from  vice;  he som et im es m isses out  on basic
hum an values which the cit y  is ideally supposed to prom ot e. “Today, as never  before,
the Church has the opportunit y of br inging the Gospel, by witness and word to all people
and nat ions. [ There is a]  dawning of a new m issionary age, which will … bear  an
abundant  harvest ,  if all Christ ians,  and m issionaries and young Churches in  par t icular,
respond with generosit y and holiness to the cal ls and challenges of our  t im e”. 43  The
t im es of  contem porary m an indicate new form s of liv ing,  new form s of reasoning and
new form s of  interpret ing reali t y. The Church has been sent  out  to t he whole world to
proclaim  the Good News of liber t y to all  People of  God (cf . Lk  4: 18) . “All people”  m eans
people of dif ferent  beliefs and li festy les;  i t  also m eans the whole person. Today we f ind
all t he People of God with their  diversit ies in t he cit ies and t his m akes the cit y the m ost
appropriate place for evangelizat ion, but  without  ignoring the rural areas.

The challenges posed by urbanizat ion to hum an l ife t oday call  for new fronts of
evangelizat ion to address the rapidly changing sit uat ion of m an. All issues concern ing
m an on earth  as he subdues the earth  to m ake it  a bet t er place t o live on, are issues
per taining t o the m ission of the Church for she is called to accom pany m an in his j oys
and hopes. I n dealing with such challenges, the Church is not  an onlooker but  an act ive
partner at  both the local and internat ional levels. The Face of Jesus has been blurred by
the urban t roubles and here the Church is inv ited to uncover  the hidden Face of Chr ist
and present  it  anew in  a way that  His liberat ion will penet rate both the m ater ial and
spir it ual lives of the people. This defin itely  calls for  dialogue with  the urban person in a
bid to discover the hidden philosophy behind urban styles so as to cont inuously help him
discover the fundam ental purpose of his life here and hereaf ter.
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1 . I ntroduction

Our hum an life is basically a cont inuous search for som ething. Man searches for
food, m oney, securit y, posit ion, power, fam e....  St ill  his search goes on and it  knows no
bounds. Yout h too is a per iod of searching — a search for ident it y and m eaning. Their
search for m eaning in the psychedelic cu lture, t he drug culture, the dissent ing cult ure,
the violent  culture and so on has proved t o be fruit less. Youth, t he fu ture of hum anit y,
have lost  their  t aste for the present  li fe. They f ind a vacuum  in the depths of their
hearts. Now a quest ion ar ises:  "Who can give m eaning to their  life?". Pope Benedict  XVI
answers this:  "Dear young people, the happiness you are seek ing, the happiness you
have a r ight  to en joy,  has a nam e and a face:  i t  is Jesus of Nazareth, hidden in the
Eucharist . Only he gives the fullness of life to hum anit y".1 Youth const itute around one-
third of the populat ion of I ndia. Serving such a great  mult it ude of young people, endowed
with var ious potent ialit ies, who encounter constant  challenges, is really a great  challenge.
That  youth is a com plex realit y  m akes it  all t he harder. I t  is com m only accept ed, "No
single group in t he history  of m ankind has ever been so problem at ic, so com plex,  so
acutely studied and so ser iously m isunderstood, analyzed, so great ly adm ired and even
loudly condem ned as the youth of t he world".2 As the field is vast , let  m e lim it  m y scope
to I ndian Youth in general and I ndian Catholic Youth in part icular.

2 . W ho are Youth?

There is no unanim ous defin it ion as to who youth are, st ipulated by a period of age,
because in different  cultures people of different  age groups are considered to be youth.3

However,  it  is agreed that  those in the age group between 15 and 24 are called youth.
According to the Repor t  of  the Econom ic and Social Council of the United Nat ions, 58.8
per  cent  of t he total populat ion of Asia are young people below the age of 24.4  Today's
youth m akes it s presence felt  in  society by it s giant  st r ides in the field of science and
technology, i t s search for m eaning and purpose and in it s v ision of  a j ust , fraternal and
cor rupt ion- f ree society.

3 . Potent ial of Modern Youth

Modern Youth with  their  int ellectual caliber and burning zeal for the bet term ent  of
society have outdone t he older generat ions in all spheres of life.  The old generat ion is
surpr ised at  the enormous potent ial and capabilit y today’s youth possess. Everything is
m ade possible wit h today's yout h. Youth is a seed. The realizat ion of  it s potent ial t o
grow to it s fullest  stature lies in t he favourable atm osphere it  has. What  t hey need is a
suf f icient  supply  of  opport unit ies,  t he rays of  hope, warm th and the m anure of
encouragem ent  and recognit ion.

Youth is Pow er

Youth experience a per iod of conflict  and com plexit y ;  a period of cr ises — cr isis of
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ident it y and crisis of int im acy;  a period of changes — changes in at t it ude and behaviour,
physical, psychological and sexual growth;  a period of storm  and st r ife, st ress and
st rain;  a period of search for status sym bols. At  the sam e t im e, youth is a period of
adventure and achievem ent . Pope John Paul I I  in  his Apost olic Let ter Ter t io Millennio

Adveniente (1994)  says, “The future of the world and the Church belongs to the younger
generat ion”.  One of our nat ion's greatest  assets is it s young people. The ignit ed m inds
of the young are the greatest  resource on eart h, under earth and above eart h.5 Youth
are not  useless but  used less. The m ost  powerful and useful resource that  a nat ion has,
not  so far fu lly uneart hed,  the so-called “untapped source”, is Youth. Youth is power.  I t
is like an at om  bom b. A power, i f not  channeled, can have cat ast rophic effects.

Youth Means Creat ivity

This per iod of youth is a t im e of changes and innovat ions. To be young is to be
opt im ist ic, to be creat ive.6 “ 'Change’ is their  m ant ra, 'new' is their  slogan and 'bet ter ' is
their  echo”. Youth do not  do dif ferent  things but  do things different ly. They do not
per form  ext raordinary things but  perform  ordinary th ings in an ext raordinary  m anner.
Suppose a few groups of youths are given the sam e t ask to be perform ed, each group
does something different  from  the other,
because they  think different ly and act
different ly.

Youth — Prom oters of Values

“Everybody wants to be a king and
som e want  to be pr iests but  nobody
wants to be a prophet ”. This is the real
face of the Church and of society too. I t
is the young people who carry out  the
neglected prophet ic role in every sphere
of their lives. Youth can be right ly called
“m odern prophets”. They esteem  the
values of  lov e,  f r eedom ,  equal i t y,
f r at ern i t y  and j ust ice.  Like t he Old
Test am en t  pr ophet s who ar e ev er
remem bered as the champions of the poor and the oppressed, youth fight  for their  r ights
and work for social just ice. They ident ify the voice of God who is calling them to act  when
the whole world is silent . They have prophet ic eyes to see the agony of the suffering,
prophet ic ears to hear the cry of the oppressed and prophet ic hands to st retch out  to the
needy. Mart in Buber has pointed out  that  the youth of today are the megaphone of today's
society, crying out  against  injust ice and oppression, which most  of us silent ly endure.7 The
young I ndian martyrs, Satyendra Dubey and Manjunath Shanm ugam who stood up for
justice in their profession now stand as teen idols.8 They are aware that injustice not only means
doing wrong, but that it also means failing to do what is right, to set things right. Snapping all the
traps the opportunistic polit icians and selfish religious leaders set to divide youth in the name of
religion, language and culture, youth build up a sense of unity among all Indian youth.

Youth — Agents of Social Transformat ion

"Young people exert  a very  im portant  influence on m odern society ”.9 Youth have
cont r ibuted a lot  to t he bet term ent  of societ y. Youth not  only respect  the values but
also act  as watchdogs to see that  they are prom oted and a j ust  society bu ilt  up. They
look forward to t he fu ture m ore than anyone else. They  know "I f not ,  we are youth not
for a social t ransform at ion but  for social degradat ion".10 Youth create awareness am ong
the m arginalized of the in just ice done to them  through folklore,  the power ful teacher.
Whenever a natural calam ity st r ikes the m asses they are the first  to lend a helping hand
and when an oppressive st ructure forces something upon the voiceless, they raise their
voices in un ison.  They  st rain every nerve to create a new society  where just ice is
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respected;  equalit y upheld;  r ights safeguarded;  the poor taken care of and t he class
dist inct ion nar rowed down . They  have brought  t r ansform at ions t o societ y  and
revolut ionized the hearts of the people.

4 . Cr ises of E- Generation

Because their  inner potent ial is not  realized, youth drown in the sea of problems they
face in  l i fe.  Everyday  m odern yout h face an ocean of  problem s and challenges.
Unemploym ent  impedes them ;  the cinem a seduces them ;  comm unicat ions engulf them ;
they are m ade slaves t o drugs, dr ink  and the internet ;  infat uat ion blinds t heir  reason;
polit icians make them powerless puppets;  materialism , consumerism and secularism carry
them along;  m odern sensate culture has brought  lots of entertainm ent and consequent ly
exhaust ion and frust rat ion.  The num ber of young people who com m it  suicide is on the
r ise. Thus t hey suffer  from  perpetual purposelessness in li fe. This is the gr im  realit y  of
m odern youth in I ndia. Let  me highlight  some problems.

Religious I ndifference

The m ost  basic problem  of t he youth of today is a cr isis of values in general, and a
crisis of faith in part icular.11 Young people are m ore crit ical about  their  religious pract ices.
They question each and everything about religion in order to find real meaning and relevance
for their life today. The interest  in religion varies during the life span of a person. The init ial
enthusiasm  and interest  present  in the early adolescence die out  in the period of youth and
return when the young person becomes a responsible parent . I t  is disheartening that
somet imes on failing to find any meaning in it, they lose the sense of religiosity and become
spir itually indifferent . Religious indifferent ism is a serious matter as Cardinal Paul Poupard,
the President  of the Pont ifical Council for Culture, warns:  “Religious indifference as a new
face of unbelief or pract ical atheism  is growing rapidly. I t  is a well-known psychological
state of m ind.... In the world of nature, subjugated and manipulated by all kinds of machines
the m arks of man become more and more evident , while the marks of God becom e less
percept ible.12 They don't  f ind a way out  of t his faith-cr isis.

Psychological Crises

I dentity Crisis

Of the eight  stages of personal and social developm ent from  birth to death, described
by Erikson, there emerges in the fift h stage (age 12-20) the cr isis of ident ity vs. ident ity
diffusion, which may either be posit ively or negat ively resolved. I f one has posit ively resolved
the previous developm ental cr ises, one m ay develop a posit ive ident ity about  oneself.
Otherwise ident it y diffusion may take place or one may develop a negat ive ident ity. At  this
stage a person begins to explore him — herself asking, ‘who am I?’, and forms a self im age,
which is the core of one’s personalit y. I n the search for ident ity a person looks for role
models to follow. The young person sees the peer group, the others who are significant  at
this stage, and compares him-  herself t o them . Failing to develop a personal ident ity, he
tries to ident ify himself with virtual heroes, religious leaders and popular polit icians, which
m ay lead t o an infer ior it y com plex or diffused ident it y.

Relational Crisis

“To love and to be loved” is the inevitable yearning of every hum an being. From the
media one tends to get  the idea that  teenage problems are only relational problems with the
opposite sex. While this is one of the problems, however, it  is not  the only one.13 The person
now widens the circle of relat ionship with his parents to include friends and dear ones,
whom he wants to be friends with. His quest  for independence causes a breakdown in the
family t ies and the reject ion or betrayal of love leads him  to isolat ion and despair.

Meaningless of Life

Dr. Vikt or Frankyl, t he Founder of Logotheraphy is of the opinion that  an “existent ial
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vacuum ”  — m eaninglessness is ram pant  am ong youth, especially in students.14  Many of
our youth don't  f ind a st rong reason to live for. When their  dream s don't  com e t rue, their
expectat ions fall short , t heir  f lam e of hope is blown out , their  educat ion does not  assure
them  of a secure life,  the advent  of  globalizat ion and pr ivat izat ion m ake their  fut ure
bleak, and they fall  into the pit  of  ut ter  despair. Their  v ision is blurred;  their  st ep start s
to lag;  their  life seem s insipid. Then they m ay m ake the blunder of com m it t ing suicide.
The m ost  im portant  reason behind suicide, the researchers’ state, is m eaninglessness,
purposelessness and lack of v ision.15 I t  is a shocking fact  that  57 per cent  of su icides of
young people were due to sudden acts of f rust rat ion.16

Cultural Crises

Culture is viewed as the system  of ideas, beliefs, values and hopes, which shape the
conduct  of t he m em bers of t he com m unit y — the total it y of the life of the people. 17

Culture and life are reciprocal. One's own culture is the pr ist ine glory of any society. But
t oday t he cult ure projected by  t he m ass m edia is based on com m ercial ism  and
consum er ism . Yout h are becom ing slaves to the onslaught  of Westernizat ion in every
sphere of li fe. As a result  t he longstanding fam ily  and societal values are quest ioned.

Modernism

Modernism  is one of the dangerous tendencies prevalent  am ong youth today. Though
urban youth, whom  the m odern developm ents and ideas reach at  top speed, are the
m ost  affected, it  also touches t he f r inges of the l ife of rural youth.  Modernism  always
orients towards newness. I t  does not  even hesitate to t hrow away the long- standing
t radit ional values and ethos of society, preserved f rom  t im e im m em orial. Em phasizing
the role of reason over faith, i t  advocates freedom  from  religious authorit y, denies
dogm as, the efficacy of the sacram ents and the aut horit y of  the Scriptures.18

Materia lism

Growing up in a m ater ialist ic world, today's youth seem  to em brace hedonist ic values
which advocate pleasure as the norm  of judgem ent . They take drugs, dr ink and go in
search of ‘red light ’ areas, which can only give ephem eral pleasure. Genuine relat ionship
is lost .  An undue at tachm ent  to possessions is com m on am ong t he young people of
today. Brought  up in a scient if ic fram ework, they only accept  what  is em pir ically seen
and experim ented as real. The t ranscendent  God does not  find a m eaningful place in
their  lives.  The findings of Joe Arim poor’s research disclose a cert ain t rend towards
m ater ialism  in youth today. They have put  econom ic values first  in their  order of values,
fol lowed by theoret ical, social, pol it ical, aesthet ic and religious values, in that  order.19

Economic Crisis

The econom y is the backbone of any society. I t  is neither muscle power nor mental
power that  rules the world but  the power of money. The im pact  of industrializat ion and
globalizat ion is felt  at every moment of life because it  causes unemployment, which severely
affects both the educated and uneducated. The total num ber of unem ployed in I ndia
increased from 20 million in 1993-94 to 27 million in 1999-2000.20  The m ushrooming of
mult inat ional companies in the urban areas that  offer lucrat ive jobs has in a way poisoned
the m inds of rural youth who earn their  livelihood by hard physical work. Rural and sem i-
urban youth m igrate by the masses to the cit ies in search of easy earning jobs. Men are
replaced by machines, hard work by but ton pressing. Because many youth are unemployed,
they get  involved in ant i-social act ivit ies disrupt ing the peace and harm ony of society.

Another reason is the com m odificat ion of educat ion and the inabili t y of  today’s
educat ion to prepare the students to face life boldly. Present-day educat ion is examinat ion
orient ed, it  encourages m em ory power,  theoret ical work rat her than involving st udents
in pract ical work , is m ore of a business venture than a process of character form at ion,
and does not  foster creat iv ity.21 I ndia has over 300 universit ies and over 3 m illion people
graduate every year.22 Because this enorm ous resource of youth is not  m ade ful l use of
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many young people go abroad seeking recognit ion ( the brain drain) and so India’s economic
growth st ill lags behind m any count r ies.

Moral Relativism

"We are building a dictatorship of relat iv ism  that  does not  recognize any thing as
def init ive and whose u lt im ate goal consists solely  of one's own ego and desires", said
Cardinal Ratzinger in a hom ily. Relat ivism  advocates, “Whatever is good for m e need not
be good for you;  whatever is good for  you need not  be good for m e" . I t  is a kind of
subject iv ism  whereby the subject  becom es t he object  of judgem ent . I t  is thus opposed
to any kind of universal m oral code. I t  result s in m oral degradat ion and chaos in society,
as im m oral behaviour such as cr im e, m urder, prem arit al sex and sexual pract ices l ike
hom osexuality, lesbianism  and gay m arr iage, are just ified.

a. Prem arital Sex

The survey t aken by The Week from  516 unm arr ied m en and wom en in Bangalore,
Chennai,  Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Mum bai in the 18-30 year age group repor ted
the astonishing fact  that  53%  of them  had had prem arital sex,23 with an increase in the
number of unwed m others and single people.

b. Drowned in Psychedelic Culture

Brought  up in an instant  cu lture, youth want  instant  grat if icat ion of their  sexual
desires.  Many a t im e youth fall prey  to t he bait  of  ephem eral pleasures get t ing lost  in
the sway of sex and drugs. The I ndian Express,  dated 08-08-07, br ings to l ight  the
bit ter t ruth that  25 per cent  of the college student s in Bangalore are drug addicts. Drug
abuse cuts across social and financial st rata. No one is im m une. Sm oking, dr inking and
taking drugs has becom e the fashion of the day. They seek happiness through pleasure.

c . Crisis of Values

The m ass m edia, a double-edged sword, m ore than serving as the social conscience
of the people,  has int ruded young hearts and sown poisonous ideas in their  m inds. The
im pact  of the elect ron ic m edia in m isleading youth is felt  m ore clear ly than any other.
“Elect ronic m edia is by no m eans a value- free technology;  it  has invaded t he hom e and
changed our percept ion and our pr ior it ies — t he way we perceive the world, as well  as
the way we relate to one another ”.24 The m ass m edia that  has built  br idges with 'others'
has raised walls between 'neighbours' and even between people at  hom e. Youth who
spend a great  deal of t im e with  com puters and on t he internet  find no t im e to be with
their parents, fam ily m em bers and fr iends. Machines seem  to be m ore useful than m an.
They present  a set  of  values that  are totally cont rary  to our value- syst em .

Social I dealism

Today's youth are the think-tanks of a bet ter tomorrow, but  many of their views rem ain
in the air. They are burning with zeal to create a just , equal and harmonious society, but
their  far-sightedness blinds the near sightedness. They fail t o realize the naked realit ies
present  in today's world. Their  effort  to create a completely new and different  society
remains im aginary and ideal. A new society is possible only out  of the present  society.
Overwhelmed by such problems, in order to find a solut ion youth take refuge in a philosophy
of negat ive protest , perverted sex and drugs;  some are caged in the cinem a;  a large
number join revolut ionary m ovements and resort  to violence and many becom e puppets in
the hands of polit icians. Caught  in such fascinat ing t raps, they find no way out . Bringing
Chr ist  t o these youths can be the only ant idote to t he problem s they face.

5 . The Role of the Church

The problem s that  haunt  m odern yout h becom e the contex t  in  which the Church
car r ies out  her m ission. The Church is obliged to m ake st renuous effort s to help t hem
out  of t heir  diff icult ies.
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Church is Missionary by her Nature

God the Father sent  his only Son to establish t he Kingdom  of God and thereby  to
br ing liberat ion to al l t hose in  any sort  of bondage. To cont inue his work of salvat ion,
Jesus Christ  founded the Church as a visible organism . Her m andate is to serve hum anit y
unt il it  reaches it s fullness in Chr ist .  The Church is defined in term s of the m ission she
carr ies out . “The Church on earth is by her very nature missionary”. 25 The Church is called
to be the leaven of society, being a powerful inst rum ent  for change and t ransformat ion.

Evangelizing Modern Youth

The m ission of the Church is one but  var ied. She is a pioneer in  every field t hat
needs her at tent ion. Whatever t he Church carr ies out , she perform s with a view to
evangelizat ion. Evangelizat ion m eans to proclaim  the Good News of Jesus Christ . Pope
Paul VI  also em phasized this view in Evangelii Nunt iandi;  "For the Church, evangelizing
m eans br inging the Good News int o all  st rata of hum anit y, and through it s influence
t ransform ing hum anity from  within and m aking it  new" (n. 18) . Thus every Christ ian has
the binding duty to proclaim  Christ  and every person has the right  to know Jesus. Taking
Chr ist  t o m odern youth, badly disfigured,  has becom e the urgent  need of t he hour.

a. Faith Form at ion

“Youth will certainly be in a posit ion to solve all their  psychological or m ental problems
wit h the arm our of faith. Even their  problem s of an econom ic and social nature can be
solved by those youth who are im bued with  a religious faith,  because t hereby, t hey
would have acquired the inner st rength to face those problem s.26 As youth are not
happy with t he way things are, we m ust  look for som e creat ive m ethods. The Gospel
m ust  be contextualized;  dogm as m ust  be sim plif ied;  the Liturgy is to be m ade alive and
appealing to their  taste with t he use of m odern technology.  What  we sow in hearts
m ust  bear fru it  in  the st reets.

b. Agents of Socializat ion — the Prim ary Carr iers of Jesus Chr ist

I t  has been proved that  besides one's inbuilt  quali t ies ( Nature) ,  t he ext ernal
env ironm ent  (Nurt ure)  exer ts a great er influence in shaping the Fam ily:  Fam ily  is the
first  school of faith form at ion;  parents are the f irst  teachers.  The parents who first
int roduce their  children t o the world m ust  expose them  to t he good in the world. They
m ust  be exam ples to their  children at  every m om ent  of life. They  m ust  sow in t hem  the
seeds of love, just ice, peace, forgiveness, t ruthfulness and so on, which will bear thir t y,
six t y and a hundred fold in  the near  future.

Educat ional Inst itut ions:  schools and colleges are the custodians of holist ic hum an
format ion. Impelled by the flavour of modern materialism, the present  inst itut ions give lit t le
importance to spiritual educat ion. Physical, moral intellectual, emot ional and social spheres
alone do not  const itute a mature and integrated person. The Brit ish psychologist  R.D. Laing
tells of the detrimental effect  when the spir it ual aspect  is neglected, "Since the spir itual
aspect  of educat ion was ignored, a child born in the West today stands a ten t im es greater
chance of being admit ted to a mental hospital than to a universit y... perhaps it  is our way
of educat ing them that  is driving them mad”.  Foreseeing the danger await ing us, our
Catholic inst it ut ions must  make religious educat ion a compulsory subject , whereby the
Gospel values too are inst illed in the minds of the young people, despite the cr it icism
levelled at  our inst itut ions as “ 'Nurseries of conversion to Christ ianity”.

Peer Group:  Youngsters today are ready to do anything to be accepted by their  peer
group with which they ident ify. Every act ion of theirs — their way of dressing, eat ing and
speaking, is in tune with their  peer group. I t  is as if they had no will of their own. Their
individuality is lost  in their ident ity with the peer group. Their religious pract ice is also no
except ion. Youth involve them selves in collect ive form s of religious expressions and not
merely as isolated individuals. Their  spirituality is not  individualist ic but  as a group or in a
movem ent .27 The parents must  be very careful about  the fr iends their children choose. We
must create a favourable atmosphere in the parish, school or college where the student
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comes into contact  with persons of his/ her own age to ensure that  his/ her faith in Jesus
Christ  may be st rengthened by the peer group, e.g. Youth movem ents.

c. Evangelizat ion on the Personal Level

Life is a collect ion of experiences. Every experience can become God experience if only
we have the eyes to see, ears to hear, heart  to believe and the will to accept . “The
fundamental start ing point  of my faith experience nothing but  my response to God calling
me by name”.28 Today's youth are blind to the vision of Jesus and deaf to Jesus’ call They
must be personally touched by Jesus. They must  undergo the mountain experience of
Moses and St  Paul’s Dam ascus experience. Once touched by Jesus, they can never st ray
from Jesus’ sight  and nothing can hinder their march towards Jesus. As every experience of
God is personal, the faith formators can mot ivate them to have such an experience, Personal
prayer, Word of God and the sacram ents can be great  sources of this faith experience.

Prom oting Multifaceted Education

a. Educat ion for Life

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam  in his v ision for  I ndian youth presents t he funct ions educat ion
needs to per form  in our society  by t eaching a value system , leading t o the int egrat ion
of capacit y and t he rem oval of social discr im inat ion.29 Educat ion m ust  be job- or iented
and value-based. I t  has to teach life ski lls, t o prepare young people to face l ife with all
it s challenges,  to develop their  own capabili t ies,  to m ake them  conscious of the ‘other ’.
We m ust  educate t o em power the powerless and t o eradicat e the social evils.  We m ust
prom ote vocat ional educat ion courses that  guarantee im m ediate jobs.

b. Sex Educat ion

Even today the word 'sex' m akes m any people shr ink. Now that  sex has been m ade a
com m odit y, the sacredness of hum an sexualit y m ust  be em phasized. During his Visit  t o
Brazil on 10 May 2007, Pope Benedict  XVI  m et  about  40,000 young people and warned
them  against  sexual in fidelit y,  drug abuse and unethical routes to success. Sexualit y
cannot  be separated from  who he/ she is as a person, hence sex educat ion is t he basic
r ight  of  our  yout h. Sex is not  isolated f rom  t he rest  of  life, it  is part  and parcel of what
it  m eans to be hum an”.30 Though sex educat ion has been m ade com pulsory, it  has not
yet  been fully executed. Parents and teachers m ust  feel free to inform  their  children on
this. The Church m ust  encourage co- educat ion in schools and col leges in order  to
nurture a healthy  relat ion and abolish the gender  bias.

c . Media Educat ion

Today we are liv ing in  an age of  inform at ion and m edia com m unicat ion. With the
great  advances in  the fields of  science and t echnology, m an has broken down the walls
that  kept  him  away from  the other for years t ogether and built  br idges to relate them .
Though m an has achieved the m uch, on the other  hand, he has widened the gap of
com m unicat ion with the Absolute. From  the t ime we get  up in the m orning unt il we go to
sleep, we are bom barded by the m ass m edia. The m edia, which should teach m oral
values, som et im es propagate counter-values that  are opposed to Christ ian ideals. Youth
are sim ply carr ied away by the sway of v iolence and vulgarit y. I t  is h igh t im e t hat
parents educate t heir  children to use the m edia in  a posit ive way. The Message of Pope
John Paul I I  for the 38th World Com m unicat ions Day, 24 th January 2004, is noteworthy:
"Parents, as the pr im ary and m ost  im port ant  educat ors of their  children, are also the
first  to teach them  about  t he m edia. They are called to t rain their  offspr ing in the
‘m oderat e, cr it ical, watchful and prudent  use of the m edia’”  in t he hom e.

One of the great  developm ents of our t im es is I T —  the internet , which gives access
to t he wor ldwide web. The Catholic Church considers t he int ernet  as a gift  of  God and a
useful m edium  to com m unicat e the Good News of Jesus Christ  to var ious groups of
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people. The Docum ent  on the Church and I n ternet  says:  "The internet  is relevant  to
m any act iv it ies and program m es of t he Church — evangelizat ion including both re-
evangelizat ion and new evangelizat ion” (n. 5).  Any medium  is a forum  for evangelizat ion.
Appreciat ing the service rendered by  the Church in  the field of com m unicat ion,  to
withstand the bat t le, it  must  launch m any m ore TV channels, which can take the values
of Christ  to everybody especially to young people in  an at t ract ive m anner. Film s and
television offer an im m ediate and ext raordinary m eans, to comm unicate the Gospel to a
global audience of bot h believers and non-believers. E-m ails, blogs, chats and SMS can
be used to dissem inate the word of God t o the young, t o bui ld digital com m unit ies and
to form  their  character and faith. When t he m edia becom es the sym bol t hat  m ediates
and com m unicates the divine grace to the people it  indubitably at tains the status of a
sacram ent ”.31 Youth m ust  be taught  to be cr it ical and creat ive in  their  use of the m ass
m edia. We can form media awareness groups among youth who can cr it icize and analyze
the act iv it ies of the media. From  the vir tual realit y they m ust  com e to the actual realit y.

d. Polit ical and Legal Educat ion

We lag behind in t raining youth to shoulder polit ical and civic responsibilit ies because
we consider them  as corrupted. However, t o abstain  from  polit ics is t antam ount  to
encouraging corrupt  professional polit icians. Polit ical consciousness has to be inculcated
in the young so that  t hey do not  rem ain m ere spectat ors of all  t he at rocit ies tak ing
place in the polit ical arena.32 The young people m ust  be assigned m any responsibilit ies
to enable them  to develop leadership quali t ies.  Yout h can play  an act ive role in polit ics
and civics by  standing for elect ion as the represent at ives of yout h as a whole. They
should st r ive to obtain the necessary  adm inist rat ive port folios.

W orking as an Efficient  Catalyst

The Church's great  service lies in i t s abilit y to m ake the young people realize their
own latent  abilit ies and talents. Once they are t r iggered wit h a gent le touch, t hey will
effect  t rem endous changes in society.  The Church can create the forum s like cultural
program m es, gam es and sports where the youth can display their  talents.

Accompanying Youth

The form at ion of youth should not  be envisaged in term s of ' I  and thou’, or 'I ’ll help
you’, or 'I ’ll form  you’, or 'You can learn from  m e?'. This way of looking at  things has to be
changed and replaced by the idea of accompanim ent .33 Accom panying youth is the most
felt -need of today. Jesus accom panying the Disciples on the way to Em m aus can serve
as the best  m odel for youth m inist ry. The two Disciples who were leaving Jerusalem  sad,
disappointed, frust rat ed are t ransform ed into two zealous m issionaries. The process is
very sim ple:  Jesus takes the init iat ive to m eet  them , walks along with them , list ens
pat ient ly to their  sad story and enlight ens t hem  and at  the end their  eyes, closed by
fear and frust rat ion, are opened. Young people look  for  som ebody who can l isten to
their  inner longings and underst and t heir  feelings and em ot ions.  They need hands to
pat  them  when they do som et hing good, and a st ick t o beat  them  when they go ast ray
and signpost s to direct  them  on the r ight  way,  Like any  hum an being, t hey have the
inner longing to be accept ed and recognized as 'som ebody’ in  society.  I t  is on ly Jesus
Christ  who can open their  eyes, blinded by hedonism , materialism  and consum erism .

Let  Life  be a Lesson

I t  is said that  the youth do not  fol low what  their  parents say,  but  t hey follow in their
footpr ints. Parents should set  an exam ple to their  children. More than num erous books,
set t ing a good exam ple can teach m any lessons for life.  Pope Paul VI  used to say,
"Modern m an listens m ore willingly t o wit nesses than to teachers,  and if he does listen
to t eachers it  is because they are witnesses”  (Evangelii Nunt iandi, n.  41) . The religious
and those involved in youth minist ry m ust  lead an authent ic life. They m ust  bear witness
to the values of Christ  in their  daily life. Everybody m ust  becom e the Gospel to others.
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From  W ork to W ord

Young people feel a crying need to serve hum anit y.  They  m ay not  feel at  ease in a
stat ic Church, but  they are happy to be part  of a Church that  is not  afraid to go beyond
it s walls to pray  and to witness to it s faith  publicly. Today’s yout h are act ion-or ient ed,
for  them  'work is worship' . They assert :  ‘love is religion'  and 'service is prayer ’.34 To
encourage them , Church leaders can int roduce som e charit able and social init iat ives in
their  par ishes like serving the sick , helping the poor,  br inging the drop- outs back  to
school, conduct ing blood donat ion cam ps, organizing rallies to f ight  for just ice when
injust ice is done, and eradicat ing social evils. Movem ents for each cause can be form ed
and the already exist ing youth m ovem ents like YCW, YCS, AI CUF can be m ade act ive by
plunging into newer act iv it ies. Th is m ay be an occasion to at t ract  those youths who are
not  interested in  religious pract ices. We have to m ake t hem  realize that  service to
hum anit y — love of neighbour — is not  opposed to love of God, act ion and contem plat ion

are com plem entary to each other.  Any act iv it y
can be start ed with a relevant  passage f rom
the Bible and som e reflect ions. This is also called
"I nform al Christ ian Educat ion”. Jesus stands as
an informal educator par excellence.

Creat ing Christ- Culture

Today the young people are inundated by
Western culture. To challenge the sway of t his
m odern culture, carr ied all  over  the world by
the virus of  globalizat ion, we need to creat e a
counter -cult ure. Christ -cu lture can be t he sole
solut ion to t he so-called cross-culture. Youth
m ust  be conscient ized t o have Christ  as their
only m aster. They m ust  becom e people who are
Chr ist - f illed, Chr ist -conscious and Spir it - f illed.
This is only possible through personal friendship
wit h Chr ist , which is form ed day  by day  in
personal prayer, habitual contact  with the Word
of God and a regular sacramental life. Then they
can boldly say, " it  is no longer I  who l ive, but
Christ  lives in m e" (Gal 2: 20) .

Jesus the Best Model for  the Tenth Generat ion

I n a world which looks for  m odels t o be followed, Jesus stands as the best  m odel
youth can im itate. Jesus had a special love for the young in his m inist ry of the word and
of healing. I n his address to t he Youth of I ndia on 10 February 1986, in Shivaj i Park,
Mum bai, Pope John Paul I I  said, "The Church offers you Christ . She will urge you to stay
united with him , to rem ain in h is love, because in  him  you will discover not  only the
source of life but  also a m odel of authent ic liv ing”  (n. 3) . The different  faces of Jesus
Chr ist  as a pious Jew, a social reform er,  an obedient  son, a fr iend of sinners and the
voice of  the poor  m ust  im press and inspire the aspirat ions of youth. They  m ust  be
generous enough to em brace the lifest yle of Christ .

Recomm endations

• We should recognize and affirm the act ivity of the youth in the parish and inst itut ions.
• There m ust  exist  a fr iendly relat ionship between parent s and chi ldren, the par ish

priest  and youth.
• Youth m ust  be m ot ivat ed to work  in the v ineyard of God as pr iests and rel igious.
• The young m ust  be given a chance to serve. We need to place t hem  in situat ions

of responsibi lit y,  e.g., BCC, Parish Council, etc. This was a deep insight  on the part  of
Pope John Paul I I  who put  th is in to act ion throughout  his Pont if icate.
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• Youth m ovem ents can be enlivened by conduct ing regular sem inars, youth cam ps
and rallies when needed.

• Modern youth can be brought  to Christ  through yout h convent ions, ret reats and
prayer m eet ings.

• Likem inded youths can join groups to help others, e.g.,  prayer group,  serv ice
group, study group....

• Jesus' or Gospel youth groups can be form ed t o evangelize other yout hs.
• Annual Youth Bible Fest ivals can be organized at  the diocesan, regional and nat ional

levels, which can serve as an incent ive to go deeper  int o the Word of God.
• Sound and light  programm es highlight ing the life of Jesus and of the Saints can be

staged by the youth groups.
• I n all t he Form at ion Houses, youth m inist ry m ust  be m ade obligatory.
• Religious people,  after a few years of in tensive form at ion, can be placed with

secular students.  Thus they  can serve as leaven in society.
• Every parish, if possible, can publish a youth m agazine, whereby the talents of the

young are brought  t o light .
• Youth m ust  be t rained to wr ite to the press about  m at ters of  public interest .
• Counselling and guidance cent res can be opened in every par ish.
• Mer itor ious young people can be encouraged wit h awards and recognit ion.
• Counseling cent res can be launched in cal l cent res and BPOs. I t  is surpr ising t hat

400,000 m igrant  youth are working day  and night  in the BPOs in Bangalore alone, but
they  have no t im e for spir i t ual growth or to im prove their  lifest yle.

• I t  is an im perat ive,  in t he context  of rel igious pluralism , that  Catholic youth know
about  the ot her religious t radit ions, have a good relat ionship with t he youth of ot her
religions and work with t hem  in m at ters of social interest .

6 . Conclusion

Serving the youth of t oday is a process of incarnat ion. The Church m ust  becom e
young to serve them . I t  dem ands init iat ive and com m itm ent  on the part  of anim at ors
and the co-operat ion of the recipient s. Once youths find the t reasure — Christ , t hey
cannot  but  proclaim  him . Pope John Paul I I  em phasized this in his advice to youth, "After
having m et  Christ , after having discovered who he is, you can't  fai l t o feel the necessit y
of proclaim ing him . Be real witnesses of Christ ;  live and proclaim  your  faith with deeds
and words".35 Pope Paul VI  also exhorted them  in Evangelii Nundiant i:  "Young people who
are well t rained in fait h and prayer m ust  becom e m ore and m ore the apost les of youth"
(n.  72) .  The young m ust  be m ot ivated to evangelize their  own peers. Thus each one
becom es a m essenger of  the Good News. I f each one evangelizes one person, i t  is not
far  away for  the whole wor ld to know Chr ist . Then the whole world will be over flowing
with the knowledge of Christ  and we can successfully form  integral hum an persons. Let
each one of us becom e a Gospel to others.
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Jeunesse : act rice du renouveau et  de la

renaissance africaine

[pp. 269-271]

Si l 'on observe en 2010 les caractér ist iques dém ographiques de la populat ion
africaine sub-saharienne, l'une des premières remarques que l'on peut  faire est  la jeunesse
de celle-ci. Selon les project ions, 63%  de cet te populat ion a m oins de 25 ans tandis que
20,4%  couvre la t ranche de 15 à 24 ans. Cinq ans avant , c'est - à-dire en 2005, 56%  de
la populat ion ouest -afr icaine, avait  m oins de 20 ans et  65% , soit  près des deux t iers,
m oins de 25 ans. Si l'on repousse l'âge de la jeunesse à 30 ans, com m e c'est  le cas dans
bien des pays afr icains, on se rend com pt e que la populat ion afr icaine est  jeune à plus
de 70%  et  qu'elle s'est  accrue de m anière exponent ielle, en plusieurs années, à l' inverse
des r ichesses, des revenus nat ionaux  et  des infrast ruct ures de développem ent . Une
tel le réalit é soulève des interrogat ions sur la m anière dont  les j eunes sont  pr is en
compte dans les polit iques nat ionales, et  part icipent  au développement des Etats africains.

Les décennies de l'abondance... 1 9 60  à 19 8 0

De nombreux pays afr icains ont  connu leur indépendance dans la m ême décennie des
années soixante, m arquée par les pères fondat eurs. Et  pendant  deux décennies,  la
plupart  ont  connu une situat ion économ ique favorable. Les populat ions étaient  m oins
nom breuses et  beaucoup d'acquis de la colonisat ion existaient  encore.  L'école,  donc la
form at ion, et  l'accès à l'em ploi n'étaient  par conséquent  pas un souci pour les personnes
act ives. Les nom breux postes abandonnés par les colons, le nom bre réduit  de diplôm és
ou de personnes quali f iées, de m êm e que la m ise en place des adm inist rat ions ont
favorisé la créat ion de nombreux em plois. Toutes les personnes qualif iées ou diplôm ées,
les jeunes en part iculier, avaient  accès à un em ploi. C'est  « l'époque de l'adm inist rat ion
ou du fonct ionnar iat  »  ;  les jeunes quali f iés sont  recrutés dans leur quasi- tot alit é au
sein des différentes adm inist rat ions ém ergentes. Les élèves, surtout  les ét udiants,
bénéficient  d'un t raitement  pr iv ilégié :  existence de logements, de bourses alimentaires
et  de form at ion, excellent es condit ions de t ravail, etc.

Les autres jeunes, non scolarisés ou non diplôm és, vivaient  quant  à eux des cultures de
rente, de la pêche, de l'élevage, etc. Les espaces de culture et  d'élevage étaient  disponibles
de même que les ressources halieut iques qui étaient  aussi abondantes. C'est  une période
paisible pour la populat ion afr icaine en général et  part iculièrement pour la jeunesse, mais,
dès la fin de la deuxièm e décennie, des difficultés de plusieurs ordres se font  jour.

Les décennies de la  rareté... 1 9 8 0  à 2 0 1 0

Quarante ans après les indépendances, plusieurs pays afr icains connaissent  en effet
des difficultés d'ordre économique, polit ique, démographique, etc. Le marché internat ional
enregist re une flambée des pr ix des m at ières prem ières tandis que la dém ographie reste
galopante. Les conséquences de la crise économ ique, de l'endet tement  et  de la m auvaise
gouvernance que connaissent  les Etats depuis le début  des années quat re vingt , m inent
progressivement les disposit ifs d'éducat ion et  d'insert ion socio-économ ique de la jeunesse,
et  les secteurs publics spécifiquem ent  or ientés vers la pr ise en charge des jeunes sont
en panne. Le prem ier secteur à subir  ces cont recoups est  celui de l'éducat ion.  Si
l' invest issem ent  public a perm is de défin ir  des polit iques cohérentes d'éducat ion et  de
form at ion des jeunes au début  des années soixante, la plupart  des Etats afr icains se
désengagent  progressivem ent  de ce secteur en y réduisant  leurs apports,  sous l'ef fet
des polit iques d'ajustement st ructurel. Ce coup d'arrêt  général pénalise les invest issements
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en infrastructures éducat ives qui nécessitent  en général de grandes dépenses financières.
Mêm e si la pr ivat isat ion de ce secteur a cont r ibué à apporter des solut ions alternat ives,
il reste que de nombreux jeunes n'ont  pas la chance d'accéder à l'éducat ion vu les coûts
financiers des établissem ents pr ivés, dans un contexte où les m énages sont  égalem ent
touchés par la cr ise économ ique. La conjugaison de la faiblesse des invest issem ents et
de la corrupt ion dans le secteur  de l'éducat ion a pour effet  un notable affaibl issem ent
de la qualit é de la form at ion, ce qu i rend diff icile l'accès à l'em ploi des jeunes.

Du fait  de l 'ensem ble de ces facteurs, nom breux sont  les jeunes Afr icains à devoir
faire face à des problèmes majeurs qui entravent  leur part icipat ion aux sphères économique,
sociale et  polit ique de leurs pays. La réalit é actuelle est  celle d'une cr ise de l 'em ploi qui
frappe part iculièrem ent  la jeunesse afr icaine. D'après les I ndicateurs du Développem ent
en Afr ique ( I DA)  pour 2008/ 09, un jeune Afr icain qui arr ive sur le m arché du t ravail
r isque d'avoir  de plus en plus de m al à t rouver un em ploi sur le cont inent . Ce rapport
précise que les jeunes représentent  37 %  de la populat ion en âge de t ravailler, mais 60 % du
total des chôm eurs. Le taux de chôm age déclaré est  en moyenne de 10 %  en Afrique, m ais
les chiffres sont  en réalit é beaucoup plus élevés, certains pays ayant  des taux de chômage
de plus de 40% . Au Botswana, 43%  des jeunes étaient  officiellement au chômage en 1998,
contre 13%  des adultes. En Zam bie, d'après les est im at ions récentes, le taux de chômage
est  de 30%  chez les adultes, contre 60%  chez les jeunes. Dans une grande part ie de
l'Afrique, il y a peu ou pas d'opportunités d'em ploi stable pour les jeunes.

La crise de l'emploi des jeunes marquée par le chômage, le sous-emploi ou, pire, l'absence
d'emploi pour les jeunes, a constitué un terreau fertile pour leur mobilisation et leur engagement
en polit ique. Beaucoup d'entre eux sont  au cœur des événements polit iques qui secouent
les pays africains. Dans le contexte du mult ipart isme et  de la com pét it ion polit ique, ils
const ituent  la plus grande part ie des militants de base des part is polit iques, ou, au pire des
cas, des groupes polit iques armés, formant alors des milices. Dans la plupart  des guerres et
rebellions qui secouent  les pays en Afrique, de nombreux jeunes sans emploi ont  été enrôlés
comme soldats, contribuant  ainsi à envenimer les longs conflit s dévastateurs et  d'autres
troubles sociaux. La crise de l'emploi des jeunes s'avère finalement une m enace à la paix et
à la stabilit é des pays afr icains, et  les rend t rès vulnérables.

De la  vulnérabilité des jeunes...

La situat ion professionnelle, économ ique et  sociale précaire des jeunes est  exploitée
à des diverses fins par  des aventur iers polit iques. Mais la percept ion que les dir igeants
polit iques afr icains ont  de la jeunesse est  la pr incipale responsable de la définit ion sans
doute inappropriée des poli t iques à leur égard. Les jeunes sont  considérés com m e de
grands enfants. Si l'on dit  d'eux qu'ils sont  « l'avenir  », on leur nie la capacité d'agir  dans
« le présent  ». Par conséquent , on est im e qu'ils n'ont  pas la m atur ité pour prendre part
aux décisions polit iques. Les polit iques publiques les concernant  sont  pensées sans eux,
et  m ême s'ils sont  consultés, leurs avis sont  m oyennem ent considérés. Cet te percept ion
est  la conséquence de certaines st ructures sociopoli t iques afr icaines qui fondent  la
part icipat ion polit ique sur les cr it ères de la gérontocrat ie. En d'aut res term es, la plupart
des représentants polit iques est im ent  faire le bonheur des j eunes ou leur prom ot ion en
les conf inant  dans des act iv ités uniquem ent  sport ives ou art ist iques « pour les égayer
», diront- ils. Et  de fait , de nom breux jeux existent  sur le cont inent , tels que les concours de
musique, ceux de beauté, etc. pour occuper la jeunesse, la détournant  des vrais problèmes
de société. Si ces act ions permettent aux jeunes de montrer leur dynamisme et leur créativité,
toute chose importante pour la société globale, elles demeurent  tout  de même insuffisantes
au vu de leurs potent ialit és. Mais face donc à cet te absence de modèles plus inspirateurs,
la jeunesse afr icaine tente, souvent  toute seule, de relever le défi de la maturité.

...  A l'act iv ism e des j eunes...

Les jeunes Afr icains ne restent  pas passifs face aux diff icu ltés qui rythm ent  leur
env ironnem ent  et  com prom et tent  les chances d'une intégrat ion sociale réussie. I ls
développent  plusieurs st ratégies pour se const ruire des t raj ectoires sociales plus
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heureuses. Au nom bre de ces st ratégies, il faut  noter surtout  l'engagem ent  polit ique et /
ou économ ique.

A t ravers l'engagem ent  polit ique, se profile la plupart  du tem ps le rêve d'une réussite
sociale que l'on ne peut  obtenir  faute d'em ploi. Le choix de la v iolence est  souvent  un
invest issement, certes r isqué, m ais dont  les bénéfices peuvent  favoriser la m obilit é dans
l'échelle sociale. I l ne faut  pas croire que les j eunes, m anipulés et  servant  de bras
séculiers aux aînés polit iques,  au r isque de leur vie, sont  totalem ent  inconscients ou
sont  sans projet  de vie. I l  s'agit  pour eux de ruser avec le systèm e polit ique, qui
concent re à lui seul, l'essent iel des r ichesses économ iques produites par les act ifs.  En
s'adaptant  à la st ructure clientéliste qui caractérise l'offre polit ique des dirigeants africains,
les jeunes invest issent  dans la violence com m e ressource leur perm et tant  de s'im poser
sur  l'espace polit ique, et  arrachent  ainsi leur part  de ces ressources. Cet t e st ratégie ne
profite toutefois pleinem ent  qu'aux jeunes m eneurs ou leaders des groupes.

Les jeunes qu i s'engagent  en polit ique ne sont  cependant  pas représent at ifs de
toute la jeunesse afr icaine.  D'aut res choix, m oins r isqués, sont  opérés pour s'adapter à
la situat ion.  Des jeunes, peut -êt re les plus nom breux, part icipent  à leur m anière au
développem ent  d'une économ ie locale.  Cert ains,  ayant  acquis un m inim um  de savoir  à
l'école ou de savoir- faire dans des mét iers, s'invest issent  dans la créat ion de leur propre
emploi, en mobilisant  les solidarités familiales, comme capital d'invest issement. La vitalité
des sect eurs des m ét iers ar t isanaux, du com m erce, ainsi que des coopérat ives et  des
associat ions agricoles en m ilieu rural, est  aussi le résultat  de l'engagem ent  économ ique
des jeunes Afr icains. Parce qu'elles évoluent  en m arge des économ ies form elles, ces
st ratégies économ iques sont  souvent  m al connues. Or,  ces jeunes développent  des
com pétences et  des savoirs- faires par t icul iers,  leur  perm et tant  de se vendre sur les
m archés locaux du t ravail et  d'assurer leur survie dans ce contex te de cr ise.

Les jeunes, acteurs d'une Afr ique nouvelle

Au-delà du secteur inform el et  de certaines act iv ités de survie, de nom breux jeunes
Afr icains const it uent  une vérit able force du changem ent  de ce cont inent . I ls sont ,  de
plus en plus, présents au prem ier plan sur la scène économ ique, polit ique, sociale, etc.
Plusieurs pays afr icains leur doivent  par ailleurs de s'êt re fait  davantage connaît re, hors
du cont inent , grâce à leurs act ivités, notam ment  dans le m ilieu du football professionnel,
dans le m ilieu de la musique m oderne, dans le milieu de l'athlét ism e, etc.

I l ne manque pas non plus de jeunes Africains qui excellent  dans les métiers de l'hôtellerie,
de la restaurat ion, de la sécurité et  de l'informat ique qui relèvent  tous de l'innovat ion et  de
diverses technologies de pointe. Sur le cont inent , ce sont  t rès souvent  de jeunes inventeurs
informat iciens qui dét iennent  bon nom bre de cabinets et  centres informat iques. I ls sont
souvent  les m eilleurs dans ce domaine et  font  naît re des espoirs pour l'Afr ique. Anciens
étudiants, pour la plupart , en Europe, aux Etats-Unis ou en Asie, beaucoup ont  révolut ionné
le secteur des NTI C et  ont  favorisé la créat ion de quelques em plois. Parallèlem ent aux
mét iers modernes et  innovants, le monde des affaires est  invest i par certains jeunes avec
succès :  le cont inent  africain a, lui aussi, ses « jeunes loups aux dents longues »....

Alors que cer tains sont  encore m anipu lés par divers hom m es polit iques, d'aut res
jeunes ont  décidé de jouer  avec succès les prem iers rôles dans leur pays. Ces derniers,
conscients des atouts de la jeunesse, veulent  cont r ibuer d'une façon posit ive à l'écr iture
d'une page nouvelle de l'Afr ique.

Que, dans un prem ier tem ps, les st ratégies développées par les jeunes apparaissent
posit ives ou négat ives, elles tém oignent  en tout  cas d'un potent iel de créat iv ité et
d'ingéniosit é. Et  c'est  justem ent  sur ce dynam ism e, cet te réact iv ité et  cet te capacité
d'adaptat ion qu'il convient  sans doute de faire front  pour const ruire les futures polit iques
de prom ot ion d'une jeunesse capable de porter le développem ent  de l'Afr ique.

Réf. :  DEBATS — Courrier  d’Afr ique de l’Ouest  Afr ique, “… d’hier à dem ain :  Métamorphoses !”,
nn. 76-77  Juillet -août  2010, pp. 36-40.



2010/272

1 . I ntroduction

No phase of li fe is as act ive as the t im e of youth, t he season of spr ing in
everyone's l ife. Mem or ies of youth are so resilient  that  even age cannot  wither them .
This is the t im e when it  is very  easy to be act ive and diff icult  t o rem ain idle.  This is the
age when one is full of potent ial. I t  is so m iraculous that  it  can m ake the im possible
possible and t ransform  the ordinary into the ext raordinary. I t  is here that  one dare go
beyond t he fear of  cr it icism . This is the appropriat e t im e to realize one’s potent ial and
give expression to it .

The cont em porary young generat ion has act ualized al l  t he above- m ent ioned
character ist ics and advanced in every thing. The changing t im es have also facilit ated
youth with the best  of  everything in the world.  I n t urn, they have responded well  t o
whatever was given to them  and r isen to the occasion by adapt ing to the changing
scenario of the scient if ic world. Modern youth have availed themselves of the technological
advances of the epoch to the utmost  and have become, and are acclaimed, the generat ion
of generat ions. They have t aken hold of the ent ire world,  play ing the l ion's part  in
pract ically all walks of l ife. I t  is no exaggerat ion to say that  they  have at t em pted a
revolut ion by leaving no stone unturned.  The ent ire world is wonderst ruck  by the
uncom m on achievem ents of m odern youth, which were unheard and undream t of in the
past . Thus they possess a great  m any accom plishm ent s to boast  of. As t hey soar h igh
in the air  t o applause, they m ust  never be heedless of  the fact  that  too m uch of
any thing is good for nothing. Modern yout h have av idly taken to m odernit y  without
realizing the fact  that  the so-called m odernit y, which has earned them  the reckoning of
the best , is also a bane in disguise, not  wit h regard to finance or insuf ficiency but  with
regard to:  value systems, morality, relationship and fidelity. This bipolar nature of modernity
can be compared to what  Charles Dickens said at  the beginning of his novel The Tale of Two
Cit ies:  "I t  was the best  of t imes, it  was the worst  of t imes, it  was the age of wisdom, it  was
the age of foolishness".1 Modernity is insidiously corroding human relat ionships, m aking
things worse and in no t im e it  is going to rock the ent ire world with the threat  of growing
individualism, the prospects of valuelessness and immorality in society.

The fear that  the present  generat ion is going off t rack is felt  everywhere and concerns
are expressed over the derailment of these modern youth who have been caught  up in the
whirl of m odernity and are st randed. I t  is at  this juncture that  the role of the Church is
needed to counter the sabotage of modernity in the lives of youths, the m inisters of the
future Church. I t  is not  m oney or luxury that  they need but  genuine love and proper
guidance from  m other Church. I t  must  be the primary duty of the Church to make youth
realize their potent ialit ies and to form them into mature individuals of the modern world.

2 . Potent ial of Modern Youth

Any hum an being born into this world quest ions the m eaning and purpose of  his or
her  existence at  one point  of t im e or another.  I t  is no wonder that  youth of th is fast-
m ov ing world arr ive at  this real izat ion so ear ly, because, the search for t he m eaning of
life is st rong in  them  since they are ready t o aff irm  their  ident it y  and asser t  their
existence. Their  w ill t o achieve m eaning in life so early  m ust   not   be neglected neit her
as a Utopian ideal nor as an im m ature decision, because, pragmat ically speaking, youth
is the spearheading t im e when energy and enthusiasm  exist  in t he best  propor t ions to

S. Brit to Gerald Dhinakaran
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cat apult  them  int o a h istor ic career  as age is not  a barr ier  to t heir  achievem ents. The
noted scient ist  Einstein, the Microsoft  founder Bill Gates and the athlete Wilm a Rudolf of
Am erica were inspired to greatness when they were young. I t  was then t hat  t hey laid
the foundat ions of their  fu ture glory. Hence, it  is undoubtedly the per iod of youth t hat
m akes one perform  m iracles in l ife. Align ing t hem selves with  such em inent  figures,
contem porary yout h have em erged successfully in all walks of  life.

Modern Youth Great Achievers in Science and Technology

Technology cont rols every aspect   of hum an life on earth.  I t  is technological growth
that  gives any nat ion the t ag of  'developed'. I t  can be said to be the m agic by the help
of which this m odern world claim s to be 'm odern'. But  i t  is no exaggerat ion to say t hat
m odern youth are t he m asters of today ’s technology. Their  intellectual and t echnical
excellence places them  at  the top of the jobs wanted list  for  technological em ploym ent .
I T and t he related sectors like I TES, BPOs and Call Centers have opened internat ional
gat eways to youth to work in m ult inat ional com panies t hat  v ie with each other  to
em ploy skilled youths by offer ing them  heft y pay and a sophist icated lifestyle. But  we
m ust  never forget  the fact  that  these young people are paid not  for what  they are but
for  what  they  produce.  Much of t he brain drain from  one count ry to anot her also
test if ies to their  creat ive and innovat ive potent ial t hat  is needed for t echnological
advancem ent .  Their  success in t he field of I T dem onst rates t hat  t hey have m astered
m odern t echnology.  However,  it  cannot  be hast ily concluded that  their  success is the
sole cause of the technology but  the indefat igable labour put  in to it  t o get  t hem
intellectually established as technocrats and techno savvies m ust  be taken into account .
Blake Ross, the inventor of Sabeer Bhat ia, the founder of Hotmail and Sten Tam kivi who
m anages Skype are youths who have adapted them selves to this technology- run-world.
Sim ilar ly, science has com e to be the special dom ain of youth. The qualit y of being
inquisit ive has helped them  shine not  only  as budding but  also as proficient  scient ist s.
Modern youth have proved them selves t o be increasingly successful as researchers as
they have com e up with useful invent ions for hum anit y. Today 's science would be lam e
wit hout  the help of m odern yout h. Kalpana Chawla’s out standing achievem ent  is an
exam ple of the pivotal role played by  yout h in the f ields of science and technology.

Youth as Self- reliant  I ndividuals

Modern youth are future-oriented and so they have a high regard for learning. I t  is this
realizat ion that  has t r iggered them to develop and channel their  potent ial into various
em ployable skills in today's environm ent which has turned out  to be skill-oriented rather
than set t ing store by educat ional credent ials, form erly valued as the chief cr iteria for
employment. What a youth could not  do with his or her own educat ional qualificat ions in the
past  is done by a modern youth with good employable skills who starts earning from the age
of 19 onwards. For a modern youth his or her skills in foreign languages are enough to be
employed in a call cent re. The youth from  the colonized countries excel in English language
skills to such an extent  that  they are employed as on- line tutors to teach English to English
and American children. Many youths work as Medical Pract it ioners to foreign doctors.
Because of these potent ialit ies they are able to stand on their own feet  besides shouldering
the burden of the family. They start  earning so early that  they can meet the financial cares
of a family and reduce the anxiety of their parents over their set t lement in life.

Further, youth with their amazing potent ial have shown the world that  they have
massive reserves of innovat ive abilit ies. The st rong sense of self mot ivat ion present  in
modern youth to prove their own worth has led them to be independent and prove themselves
successful. No one can deny that  modern youth have enormous potent ial if they look at  the
successful entrepreneur Suhas Gopinath who became an Execut ive Officer at  the age of
14. Although he started his firm with a staff of two, today he has extended it  to 11
countries offer ing employment to youths all over the world. His middleclass background did
not  prevent  him from rising to the height  of his carrier thereby rewrit ing the image of youth,
as job creators instead of seekers.2
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Youth as Responsible Cit izens

Youths have always had a th irst  for just ice. Their  yout hful spir i t  assists them  in
giv ing vent  t o their  em ot ions against  injust ice. They do not  t urn a deaf ear  to t he cr ies
of the people. I n  the past , dur ing t he st ruggle for I ndependence, in I ndia three young
m en, nam ely, Bagat  Singh, Suga Dev and Raja Guru bravely  fought  against  the Brit ish
Governm ent  and sacr if iced their  l ives for the nat ion. Their  suprem e sacrif ice stands for
their  comm it ted will t o achieve freedom for the nat ion. Thus, they disproved the cr it icism
of negligence and carelessness ascr ibed to them  by exem plify ing that  t hey were also
concerned about  t he needs of society. Sim ilar ly today, when poli t ics is said t o be the
vocat ion of the experienced, young polit icians like Milind Deora, Rahul Gandhi, et c.,
disproved the old concept ion by  showing that  today 's youths are a rare com binat ion of
excellence and experience. The very fact  t hat  these yout hs have been elected by the

people as their representat ives affirm s that  they have
won the conf idence of the people, thus dispelling all
t he doubts expressed concerning their  ir responsibilit y
and inexperience. Modern youths are t rue patr iots who
bear great  respect  for  their  nat ions. They br ing fam e
to their countr ies by their responsible service to society.

Optimist ic and Persistent Youth

More significant ly, these contemporary youth have
an opt im ist ic at t it ude of ' I  can ' that  has helped t hem
clim b the ladder of success in all areas of li fe. They
face life wit h a lot  of  conf idence. I t  is this at t it ude
that  m akes t hem  foresee a br ight  and hopeful fut ure
and they  prepare accordingly to m easure up to the
expectat ions of l ife. Their  self -conf idence is so h igh
that  when they m eet  with failure they do not  flag but
they t ry to learn the nuances of life and their  vocat ion
and to adapt  accordingly. They grow high ly resilient
and adaptable. I n addit ion, their  h igh self- esteem ,
coupled with self- confidence, t ransform s t hem  into
com petent  individuals. This can be witnessed in the
lives of  yout h who, in spite of start ing f rom  t he lower
st rata in life, em erged to realize their  inbuilt  potent ial
to r ise in li fe.

Vinod Deora t oday stands out  as an icon of the
different ly-abled people. His background was so humble

that  he found it  diff icult  even to m eet  his educat ion fees. I n cont rast  wit h what  he had
before, today he earns Rs.  12,000 and support s a fam ily of six. I n t he face of  life’s
hardships he changed his sad story into a success.3

Modern wom en have courageously com e out  of  the t radit ional cocoons that  have so
far  denied them  their  personhood and considered them  only as ch ildbearing m achines.
Mali is a young wom an who has fearlessly fought  for her dignit y and changed her terr ible
story of  gang rape and cult ural inhum anit y int o a narrat ive of hope and change and
vision.  She is today a beckon of light  t o m any who are oppressed by the hardcore
t radit ional society.4

They rem ained intact  when t r ied by hardships. Their  achievem ents rem ind us that  as
each seed is capable of br inging forth a t ree, so every youth has got  the inbuilt  potent ial
to blossom  into an em inent  individual when provided with the r ight  condit ions to thr ive.

Youths Have Varied Potent ia l

Still some young people have t ranscended their ordinary existence, realized themselves
and com e int o the nat ional lim elight . They do not  want  to reduce their  roles t o m erely
being professionals and the breadwinners of the fam ily but  have established them selves
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as youth icons. Kiran Desai, who was recent ly awarded the Booker Prize for her novel
The I nheritance of  Loss, m anifests that  m odern young m inds have a wealt h of creat ive
and im aginat ive abilit ies. Roger Federer, the Swiss tennis player topped the rankings for
m ore than 160 consecut ive weeks.5 These are only a few exam ples of what  youths have
achieved on all f ronts of life.  Today they represent  a large num ber of young achievers
who are a m uch envied group. Their  im pact  is felt  everywhere. They have carved a
niche for them selves in every endeavour. All t heir  potent ial and achievem ents st ate
aut hent ically that  m odern youth are synonym ous with potent ial and so deserve the
special appellat ion of the very best . Such youths who are teem ing with the pot ent ial t o
become everything in the world certainly represent  the invaluable assets of any nat ion.
Especially in a developing country like India that , with a young populat ion of 70 per cent , is
fully dependent  upon its young people.6 Truly, they are the pillars of tomorrow’s world.

3 . Cr ises of Youth

I n spite of their  outstanding achievements, modern youth are not  duly recognized by
society because of t heir  deviat ion from  social m orali t y. They could not  but  fall a prey  to
the evils of  m odernit y  and thus incur the st igm a of social negligence. They are easily
elated by the out ward beaut y of  m odernit y  without  being conscious of t he insidious
dest ruct ion it  is at tem pt ing on them . The youth who were celebrated for their  potent ial
m ust  also be understood for  the cr ises they face at  all  levels.

The I mpacts of W esternizat ion and Globalizat ion

The im pacts of Western izat ion and globalizat ion have taught  the youth of today  an
altogether different  value system . Westernizat ion has glamorized socially disharm onious
relat ionships like hom osexualit y and lesbianism  which are a threat  to the m oral order.
Globalizat ion has int roduced them  to a culture of heightened consum erism which proves
to be a m enace to social well-being.  While globalizat ion of fers space for  the r ich to
par t icipate and thus m ake t hem  r icher  st il l m ore, it  proves to be a bane to ordinary
youth who becom e vict im s to the threatening growth of unem ploym ent .  The prospects
of an unbalanced lifestyle, a godless society, a valueless life and the doom ed fam ily
relat ionships becom e the order  of t he day.

The Flourishing of I ndividualistic Trends

The phenom ena of  econ om ic su f f iciency  and independence hav e boost ed
contem porary youth to claim  to be a successful generat ion. But  they are obliv ious of
the fact  that  econom ic prosperit y is only a part  and cannot  const i tute the whole of
hum an success because m an is m ore than an econom ic being. While t heir  econom ic
status is st rong,  their  m ental,  em ot ional, m oral and spir it ual well-being is at  stake.
Moreover being independent does not  m ean to be individualist ic. As advocated by Bauman
m odern youth opt  for "unadulterated individualism "7 and thus willfully deny the benefit s
of com m unit y. They grow up as separate islands breaking away even from  the concept
of Ar istot le who considered hum an beings as social anim als.

Moral Degradation

Modern living has assailed the t ruths of moral living. The youth of today become incapable
of self-examinat ion. Their  individualist ic not ions guide them  to follow their  own whims and
hence they do 'what  they want  to' and not  'what  they ought  to'. Thus morality sinks as the
set t ing sun in the lives of m odern youth. Besides this, their  growth in seclusion has not
taught  them to withstand the tantalizing offers of modernity which have slowly led to a
pornographic culture. The absence of moral guidance is reflected in their inability to channel
their sexual impulses properly. That  they have become addicts of a pornographic culture is
demonstrated by the survey which asserts that  the sex industry of I ndia is worth Rs 4,000
crore and is growing at  a furious rate.8 Another factor that  mars the image of youth is that
they do not  consider sex as something sacred. They becom e sexually act ive at  an early age
and eventually end up in a dat ing culture and prem arital affairs which are not  healthy signs
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of a growing generat ion. The lack of parental and social guidance too has resulted in a
wrong understanding and mishandling of sexual dr ives. Having no one to confide in for
sexual guidance they turn to their  peer group for counsel from whom nothing good can be
expected because they are also in the same cultural and social m ilieu with a sim ilar way of
modern thinking. The rapid growth of AIDS-affected youth is also a telling factor that
underlines moral degradat ion in the lives of modern youth.

Long working hours, a heavy workload, tension- filled environm ent  and the pressure
of com pet it ion have m ade m odern youth mechanical and thus caused their dismal failure
in carry ing out  t he funct ions of responsible hom em akers. The nat ure of their  work has
made them dependent upon their colleagues for emot ional support  rather than on their life
partners. This context  has given rise to extra-marital affairs as an inevitable phenomenon in
the lives of modern youth. Lack of fidelit y, egoist ic m indsets and the absence of quality
t ime with the family has unavoidably resulted in an increase in the divorce rate. A survey
reports that in New Delhi alone 8,000-9,000 couples every year file petit ions for divorse.9

This is one of the m ost  dangerous cr ises that  m odern youth are facing.

Youths as Grow ing Addicts

To aggravate t he situat ion, the m edia today prom ote m oralit y  as a thing to be taken
for  granted and further spreads ideas of  socially deviant  relat ionships, v iolence and
dehum anizing t reatm ent. They have alm ost  becom e addicted to the media which appeals
m ost ly t o the em ot ions and not  t o their  reason. Apar t  from  the m edia, youth are also
given to internet  addict ion which is fast  spreading. The Chinese Governm ent  is bat t ling
against  this cr isis at  present  in order to keep it s youngsters away from  this new evil . A
survey affirms that  internet  users rose from  vir tually zero in the 1990s to 137 m illion by
the end of 2006. Of these, at  least  15 per  cent  are under the age of 18;  and 2.3 m ill ion
m inors could be classified as addicts.

The Echoes of Deviant Living

Money has becom e the m ot ivat ing fact or of the m odern world.  The absence of a
work eth ic has isolated them  from  the m ainst ream  of li fe. The distancing from  society
has led to t he absence of socializing ski lls and increased aggressiveness.  They do not
form  healthy  relat ionships which enr ich hum an life. They turn in to beasts without  any
proper relat ionships. Such factors in all likelihood will m ature into an unbalanced state of
m ind to which m odern youth are becom ing t he unconscious subjects. The incident  in
Virginia Tech Universit y in  which Cho killed 32 students is a warn ing sign of m odern
youths’ unbalanced state of m ind.10 Further, isolat ion and their  m echanical way of l ife
have ended up in the developm ent  of frust rated and lonely individuals who nurt ure
st rong feelings of  com m it t ing su icide. I nstant  success, m agical growth and overnight
achievem ents fram e the m indset  of m odern youths. They also grow im pat ient  with the
realit ies of  life. Haste now charact er izes the yout hful spir it . They would like to m ake
leaps and bounds both in their  career  and life rather than clim bing each rung of the
ladder. Their m ad rush after money has m ade them  regard faith as som ething irrelevant
and superst it ious and discard love of the other as im m at erial.

The Role of  Society in the Crises of Modern Youth

However, the blame does not  merely concern youth who only execute what is expected
of them . The broader society has a part  in it  t oo.  A child’s inst inct  is to touch whatever
it  is exposed to,  be i t  good or bad,  because it  does not  know bet ter. I t  is the elders’
fau lt  not  to have shown it  what  is not  good even t hough knowing the child's inst inct .
Sim ilar ly, if  well-paid jobs, a luxur ious lifestyle with m odern gadgets, quick prom ot ion,
consum er ism , incent ives and foreign t ravel are proposed as a standard of l iv ing, youth
are not  to blam e for having accepted the proposal and culm inat ed in calam ity. Modern
society expects it s offspr ing to br ing in an incom e early. I t  cuts them  to size t o fit  in
wit h it s expectat ions without  giv ing them  the opportun it y t o realize them selves. Many
youths j oin call centers im m ediately after  graduat ion because of social pressure and
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poverty.  They are forced to nar row down t heir  future out look . A survey  states t hat
2,000 Bars in Mum bai em ploy about  a Lakh of bar-gir ls who are abused sexually and
drawn in to adultery.11 I t  is a sad fact  that  they lose their  personhood in order to earn
their  livelihood.  Although the youth of t oday are able to t ranscend the lim it s of caste
and race, nevertheless the hardcore conservat ive society st il l binds them . Religion and
polit ics exploit  youth for  their  labour.  They  feed their  em ot ions but  are unconcerned
about  cater ing to their  reason. This is how the wider society  has also m isled them .

Thus, being caught  between their individual aspirat ions and social pressures, m odern
youth oscillate without  being able to real ize t hem selves.  These are the cr ises which
overwhelm  them  and soon their  cr it ical st ate will need the helping hand of a Good
Samaritan to ensure their  good liv ing.

4 . The Role of the Church

Now that  we have ar r ived at  a clear understanding of the pot ent ial and the cr ises of
contem porary  yout h, it  is essent ial to know what  the Church proposes t o do for her
future m inisters. A survey shows that  by 2020, the average I ndian will be only 29 years
old, com pared with  37 in China and the U.S., 45 in Western Europe, and 48 in Japan. I t
is these youngsters who are going to form  the backbone of the fut ure Church.12 Hence,
the Church can neglect  neit her the youths nor the cr ises they face because, if she
abandons the yout h of today, the fut ure of the Church will be in  quest ion. I f she
accepts yout h only for  their  labour and leaves their  problem s unaddressed, she will  be
just  like an onlooker who ignores and passes by the state of  the injured;  and t his does
not  augur well for the m ission of the Church. Today, the st ructural Church tends to view
m odern youth with a conservat ive out look. This has resulted in the vit iated relat ionship
bet ween the Church and the yout h of today. Unless the Church com es out  of her
conservat ive slum ber and looks at  youth in the m odern light , the status quo is bound to
cont inue. Only when the Church accepts them  as they are, can she carry on the
redeem ing m ission of sav ing youth from  the m odern evils. What  Pope John Paul I I  said
regret fu lly was t hat :  "The spli t  bet ween the Gospel and the cult ure is undoubt edly the
t ragedy of our  t im e",13 it  should not  becom e the dest iny of the contem porary Church.
Rat her,  she has t o review her old approach and m ake a real effort  to redress it .

Tow ards a Holist ic Formation

As seen above, modern youth, in spite of their amazing potent ial, have been enmeshed
by the evils of m odernit y. At  th is juncture,  how is the Church going to be an inst rum ent
to uplif t  m odern youth towards a holist ic growt h? Modern youth look at  m oral it y as a
rest rain ing elem ent , forget t ing that  in realit y  it  is just  like the st r ing holding a k ite
keeping it  h igh always. The chasm  between the social inst it ut ions and youth is one of
the reasons for their  derailm ent  from  m oralit y. The lack of proper guidance m akes them
fall hapless vict im s to peer group influence. Here the Church has the great  responsibilit y
for bringing back her future ministers and making them trust  in the guidance and protect ion
of social inst it u t ions. Cat echism  for youth m ust  aim  at  giv ing them  or ientat ion for the
com m unit ar ian aspect  of li fe. The st rengt h and the joy of l iv ing together  m ust  be
em phasized to the youths. They m ust  be m ade to understand that  the Church ex ists as
a com munit y and hence the m em bers of the Church are called to live in com m union with
Christ  and their  fellow human beings. Further, the youth m inisters m ust  develop int imacy
with youth and help them  to confide in the guidance of the Church by dealing with their
problem s with parental concern. The faith format ion for youth should be the vital concern
of the youth catechisms. Modern t rends have m ade them  forget  God. Hence, the Church
is in need of taking intensive steps to prevent  them  from  falling into a godless condit ion
which will t urn t hem  into beasts and m ake them  forget  the values of li fe.

Moreover, the Church needs to port ray herself as a per fect  exam ple for the yout h to
em ulate.  The Church seem s to set  a bad exam ple by being subject  to internal fact ions,
nepot ism , jealousy, casteism  and unhealthy com pet it ion.  Such cont radict ion inside the
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Church direct ly affect s youth and cont r ibutes part ly to their  loss of faith . The Church
has to do away with  all t hese evils and ensure young people of her f lawless guidance so
that  they are led towards a holist ic growth. The Church m ust  include youths in the
m in ist ry  of God as act ive part icipants. Thus they will  no longer  m erely be objects of
m in ist ry  but  it  w ill enable them  to act  as subjects in t he m ission of t he Church. Youths
m ust  be em powered in the Church. They m ust  be respected as individuals with h igh
potent ial. The Church m ust  create a st ructural space for them  to part icipate in decision-
m ak ing. Respect ing their  freedom , the Church can create condit ions for them  to serve
as co-workers in parishes. When youths are provided with space in the m inist ry it  is an
opportun it y for t hem  t o use their  potent ial const ruct ively for t he service of God and
society. Youth em powerm ent  also helps them  to develop their  leadership skills and thus
enhance their personalit y.

At  the sam e t im e, the Church m ust  m ake known to yout h that  she is not  only
int erest ed in their  labour  but  also very  m uch concerned about  their  spir i t ual,  m oral,
m ental, psychological and social well-being in a sincere and fervent  way. Youth m ust  be
given to understand that  the Church is not  only an asylum  for deject ed souls but  also a
source of m ot ivat ion for disor ient ed youth.

Tow ards Material Em pow erment

Today's contexts of poverty and youth unemployment  dem and that  the Church helps
in the mater ial em powerm ent  of youth. When youth are left  in the lurch with hardly any
m eans to earn their  livelihood, they  are lit erally bought  by  the r ich and cr im inals who
exploit  t hem  and their  state of  noth ingness. Are youths then to blam e for their  abject
poverty that  has left  t hem  as il lit erate dropouts and unem ployed? I n t he context  of
their  povert y, how wil l t he Church help t he youth who are left  uncared for  both by
society and by the State af ter t he age of  twenty?

Although the Church has all the potent ials to educate and employ young people who are
interested and enthusiast ic but  lack resources, she lacks the charismat ic will to help youth.
However, in the context  of the growing unem ploym ent , the Church needs to adapt  herself
to the changing t imes to illuminate the lives of her future pillars. Further, the quality
educat ion given by Church inst itut ions is cost ly and accessible only to the rich minority and
not  to the poor majorit y. The Church must  get  rid of the economy-oriented aspect  and alter
the educat ional system to make it  available to all, giving every one the benefit  of a quality
educat ion. This will certainly ignite the aspirat ions and hopes of youths in a posit ive way.
Similarly, the mission of the Church will be effect ive and more meaningful when the Church
helps the youth realize their dreams by providing them with job opportunit ies, employment
guidance and self-employment skills. The Church need not  do this alone but  can join hands
with para Church organizat ions. Such concrete and beneficial m easures of the Church in
her t rue spir it  will be helpful in bringing youth closer to the Church.

5 . Conclusion

The m assive progress of contem porary youth is m ov ing ahead unchecked by any
m oral standards of life. There is no parallel growth but  only a lopsided phenom enon. All
t heir  potent ial gets shaded and becom es invincible when they  yield to the illusions of
m odern l ife. I t  is here that  the Church has to take up t he cudgels to salvage her fut ure
m in isters. The potent ial t hey have m ay turn t hem  into successful business people,
scient ist s, t echno savvies,  poli t icians, athlet es and what  not . However, it  is m oral
discipline that  m akes som eone becom e a human person. Hence, the role of the Church is
to turn m odern youth into bet ter  people with t he sincere help of her social inst it ut ions
as their  m entors and helpers. The pract ical init iat ives of t he Church m ust  aim  to m ake
youth realize who they are and thus t ransform  them  into full- f ledged individuals so that
they do not  becom e m isfit s or half-baked people.

However, any am ount  of m edicine will be ineffect ive unless the pat ients t hem selves
feel the need to be cured. Sim ilar ly, whatever  m ay be t he gu idance given to them , it  is
the yout hs t hem selves who are t he designers of  their  own dest iny.  One cannot  go on
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being a failure and blaming external factors as the cause. Nothing is beyond the purview
of a person, who has got  everyth ing inbuil t . Therefore, unless they feel responsible for
turning into dignified hum an beings, no effort  by an external agency can effect  anything
in them , be i t  Church,  Stat e or society.
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Nzenzili Lucie Mbom a, FMM

SEDOS ANNUAL REORT 20 1 0

-  ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY -

“To Build Com m union is the Key to the M ission”  (Benedict  XVI , 6 February
2010) . This exhor tat ion of the Holy Father Pope Benedict  XVI  is t he gu iding light  of  m y
ref lect ion on the last  ten m onths since I  star ted serving as the new Execut ive Director
of SEDOS.

As I  was skim m ing through t he Reports m ade by m y predecessors, and part icular ly
by Fr. Carlos Rodriguez Linera, OP, I  realized that  building comm union, st rengthening and
sustaining fr iendship, am ong SEDOS m embers has been at  the heart  of all their  different
missionary endeavours. They found ways and means to st imulate m embers to cont inually
renew their  com m it m ent , re- kindle their  im petus, and so, further t he going study and
research in view of deepening their  understanding of global m ission in today’s world.

What  st r ikes m e m ost  is the cont inuit y of  SEDOS’ act iv it ies, thanks t o the act ive
par t icipat ion of all of you in the survey  conducted by the Execut ive Com m it tee in 2009
on the Mega Trends of Mission today. This synthesis rem ains an important  and insight ful
source of inspirat ion as we cont inue our  journey forward.

I  want  em phasize on the team spirit  that  prevails among the members of the Execut ive
Com m it tee. Together, we are able to harness all our energy, our m issionary experience,
in order to serve the purpose of SEDOS bet ter. I  would like to express m y deep grat itude
to the m em bers of the Execut ive Com m it tee for accompanying m e during these first  ten
m onths. I  am  alm ost  at  the end of m y first  year of  nov it iat e in SEDOS thanks t o their
close collaborat ion and pat ience.

Our  deep grat it ude goes to Sr. Monika Lit a HASANAH, OSU, SEDOS Treasurer, for
put t ing her talents and gift s at  the service of SEDOS. We also say ‘thank  you’ to Sr.
Elisa KI DANE’, SMC, m em ber of the Execut ive Com m it tee for her act ive part icipat ion in
building up our Forum , and we wish her a fruit ful m ission.

We m aintain and sustain good and close relat ionship with the General Secretar ies of
the USG and UI SG. We had the pr iv ilege to part icipate in the Plenary Assem bly of UI SG
in May, 2010;  and we are looking forward to at tending the very im portant  forth Seminar
on “The Theology of Religious Life”  t o be held in February, 2011.

Hav ing stated this, what  about  the year 2010? For  SEDOS, t his year m arked a
t ransit ion, and of  a very im port ant  t ransit ion,  thanks to the determ inat ion of Fr. Car los
Rodriguez Linera, OP, who broke the chain of m ale m onopoly as Execut ive Directors and
once again in t roduced a wom an as the Execut ive Director,  and by Divine harm ony, the
President  of SEDOS is Sr. Maria Pilar Benavente Serrano, MSOLA, another wom an!

The challenge we are facing is to br ing a fem inine touch in to t he SEDOS arena so
that  SEDOS m ay cont inue to be:  “An oasis of f resh think ing in Rom e”  as one of our
cor respondents, has writ t en recent ly.

I n 2010 m any am ong us celebrated the life of their  congregat ions through General
Chapters, elected new or renewed the m em bers of  their  Congregat ional Leadership
Team . We congratu late them  and assure them  of our prayers because it  is not  easy  to
assum e t he leadership in these chaot ic t im es!

One of the m ost  outstanding events of the year was the celebrat ion of the centenary of
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Edinburgh 1910-2010. Fr. Carlos Rodriguez Linera, OP, the SEDOS Executive Director made a
significant  contribut ion to its preparat ion start ing in 2005 and he represented SEDOS at  the
diverse manifestat ions which marked the 100th of this first  prophet ic meet ing in Edinburgh
in 19010, prophet ic because it  paved the way to the Ecum enical Movement.

Previous to t he Edinburgh fest iv it ies, SEDOS welcom ed, in February 2010, Maria
Aranzazu AGUADO, t he Rom an Catholic Consultant  at  WCC. She gave us an update on
the events unfolding in Edinburgh. Maria Aranzazu then invited SEDOS to join the CWME
Working Group on Mission and Spirit ualit y, the 3rd Meet ing in Athens from 22-27 March
2010. Sr. Mary Mot te, FMM, from the USA, graciously accepted to represent  SEDOS and
presented her paper on the “Spirit ualit y of Creat ion”. Sr. Mary MOTTE was asked to draw
inspirat ion from the Bullet in of the joint  SEDOS-JPIC Resident ial Seminar in Assisi 2009.

The Church has celebrated the Special Assem bly of  Synod of Bishops of the Middle
East :  Communion and Witness. I  was able to part icipate in one of the workshops conducted
by Pax Rom ana, 6 October 2010.

To build com m union is the key  t o the success in our  m issionary endeavors;  w ith
this aim  we part icipate in som e m eet ings and sem inars organized by the Secret ar iat  of
the USG/ UI SG JPI C. I n view of the preparat ion for the Resident ial Sem inar 2010, we had
to ask Sr. Begoña, MSOLA, m em ber of t he AEFJN, to find a speaker.

The SEDOS library has just received a new missionary Magazine:  Acta Missiologiæ:  Journal
for Reflection on Missiological Issues and Mission Practice in Central and Eastern Europe.

I t  would be rem iss of  m e, were I  to fail  t o m ent ion here the legendary m oral and
m ater ial supports and the generosit y of the Fathers of  the Society of Dei Verbum  (SVD)
as they do nothing but  widen the hor izons of t he services they of fer t o SEDOS. Our
warm  thanks go to the Brothers of the Christ ian Schools (FSC)  who widely open their
doors to SEDOS and offer their  facili t ies,  for just  a norm al fee, t o welcom e part icipants
in different  act iv it ies organized by SEDOS. The words expressing our deep grat it ude
seem  rather poor and inadequate.

SEDOS recent  contact  with Fr. Paul STEFFEN, SVD, Professor at  the Pont if ical Urban
University, the crucible for Missiologists, enabled us to provide the foundat ions on which
to build a br idge between SEDOS and the universit y.  We cont inue receiv ing or iginal
art icles from  this laborat ory on the study and research of Mission. We hope that  t his
flow of inform at ion will becom e m ore regular and intense thanks to this br idge.

Laudable is the init iat ive of Sr. Mary Joan I WENOFU, CI HM, nat ive of Nigeria, who is
writ ing her doctorate on Missiology. She discovered SEDOS in the Philippines at  the Fourth
Plenary Assembly of the IACM;  and she promised to visit  SEDOS office. Sr. Mary Joan came
to pay a visit  to the SEDOS Office at  the beginning of November. She was thrilled and so, as
a genuine African wom an, she decided to build another br idge. On 17 November, 2010, Sr.
Mary Joan accom panied the Afr ican studying Missiology at  the Pont ifical Urban Universit y.
We hoped to see a great  number com e but  demonst rat ions, often unforeseen in Rom e,
prevented several of them from at tending the meet ing. The ‘Collegio del Verbo Divino’
hosted the encounter. We, Sr. Celine KOKKAT, JMJ, in charge of the Documentat ion Center,
Fr. Pio ESTEPA, SVD, member of the Execut ive Com mit tee and I  welcomed them . Our
exchange was very rich and we hope that  by the m eans of these Afr ican students we will
be able to widen the circle and reach m ore students from other cont inents. These students
moved from astonishment  to joy on discovering this hidden t reasure:  SEDOS! Some m ade
use of it  by choosing several issues of the SEDOS Bullet in. Others were charm ed on not ing
the quant ity of ORBI S Books available. Sr. Mary Joan cast a stone in the river and so the circle
is widening. Now our challenge is to be able to find ways and means to maintain the br idge.

We take this opportunit y to say  a big ‘t hank you’ to the Maryknoll Fat hers and

Brothers and the Edit r ice  Missionaria  I ta liana  (EMI )  for unceasingly  sending new
books to SEDOS.
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We were able to meet SEDOS requirem ents thanks to the m oral and financial support
of MI SEREOR. I  st ill need to reconnect  with Missio Achen and Missio Munich.

Foster ing a spir it  of com m union  has been a success in the SEDOS Office thanks
to the close cooperat ion and the bonds of  fr iendship which we wove bet ween us:  Sr.
Monika Lita HASANAH, Treasurer of the SEDOS, I laria IADELUCA, very devoted Secretary
of SEDOS, and we thank  the Lord for I lar ia who is now wait ing for  a baby!

Sr. Celine KOKKAT, JMJ, in charge of the Docum entat ion Center of SEDOS. To soothe
the tensions inherent  to a period of  t ransit ion, we took t im e to look  furt her into the
wisdom contained in the book of Jonson SPENCER:  “WHO MOVED MY CHEESE?”. We work
in close col laborat ion with  Bernard Perez, the SEDOS Web Master, and Philippa, our
excellent  and m et iculous proof- reader. And so equipped as we are t oday,  we were able
to organize t he different  act iv it ies of t he year:

SEDOS RESI DENTI AL SEMI NAR I N ARI CCI A

18 -  22  May 2 01 0 : “The Prophet ic Challenge of the Afr ican Churches”

The Resident ial Seminar turned out  to be a very uplift ing one, because the appreciat ion
of the 126 part icipant s, their  insight ful com m ents and concrete suggest ions showed
that  the Sem inar was in harm ony with the goals and object ives of SEDO. I t  was a good
opportun it y t o exchange lived experiences related t o our  m ission work in Afr ica;  we
shared our ideas and how to m ater ialize them .

The Sem inar was a learning process for all of the part icipants because almost  all t he
part icipants affirmed that  the Seminar kindled their passion for Christ  and for the Cont inent
of Africa. I t  highlighted the awareness of the Second African Synod theme and proposit ions,
gained through insights from all the inputs and discussions. The Seminar enabled part icipants
to return home with a greater knowledge and deeper understanding of Afr ica its beauty, its
challenges, its reality and its hope and of the issues affect ing it , as they had acquired a
deeper and more object ive vision of the African reality and concrete way of working in the
congregat ions and in the Church. I t  f ired a feeling of solidarity with their brothers and
sisters in Africa. Ignited a st ronger will to be an act ive br idge builder in Africa because there
is a future full of hope;  the universal Church has a future in Afr ica.

With  regard to forgiveness and reconciliat ion, par t icipant s realized that  forgiveness
is an at t it ude of com passion, respect  and love for all God’s creat ion and we can cult ivate
a spir it  of hum ili t y. They gained the convict ion that  reconciliat ion is not  an opt ion but  a
personal call  t o deepen our  own spir i t uali t y of  reconciliat ion Pardon is essent ial before
reconcil iat ion and Just ice can be achieved. The I m port ance of change of at t it udes and
to cult ivate the spir i t ual it y of reconcil iat ion personally, in com m unit y and am ong the
people I  walk  with  Par t icipants went  hom e with renewed energy and the will t o m ake a
dif ference by im plem ent ing the values and hopes we shared regarding forgiveness,
reconciliat ion, collaborat ion,  etc.

SEDOS CONFERENCES FOR 2010

Drawing inspiration from the synthesis of the survey on Megatrends of Mission Today, we
chose one theme: “I NTERGENERATI ONAL DI ALOGUE WI TH THE POSTMODERN YOUTH WHO

FEEL FROM I NSTI TUTI ONALI ZED RELI GI ONS”, and organized the three Conferences in 2010.
Heartfelt thanks to Marilù, Alessandra and Barbara, our faithful and excellent  t ranslators.

Friday, 4  June  2 0 1 0  at  1 5 .3 0  hrs:  “Lending Ears to Young Believers w it hout

Belonging”.

A Panel discussion ( in I talian), FOUR OUT-OF-CHURCH YOUTH who come from  Europe,
Lat in Am erica, Afr ica and Asia,  share their  life stor ies and li fe projects.

Friday, 29  October 2 01 0  at 1 5 .30  hrs:  “Challenges of the Youth for  the Church
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of Today” , by  Prof. Mario POLLO ( talk  in I talian) . Mario POLLO is a lay person and
teaches Sociology at  LUMSA and at  the Pont if ical Salesian Universit y. He is a m an of
deep faith.

Tuesday, 7  Decem ber 2 0 1 0  a t  1 5 .3 0  hrs “Postm odern  Youth and Narrat ive

Evangelizat ion”, by Fr. Pio ESTEPA, SVD (Talk in English)  Fr. Pio is the Mission Secretary
of the Divine Word Missionaries, Consultant  in the Pont if ical Council for Culture.

As w e journey together tow ard the future  we need to take t im e to reflect  on the
following points:

Research m ust  be carr ied on, innovat ive program m es developed. Businessm en, to
ensure t he viabilit y of their  enterpr ise speak of “social responsibilit y”.

1. How do we go about  re- kindl ing “ the sensit iv it y to balancing the needs of the
Congregat ion and the needs of SEDOS?

2. How do you envision the role of your DELEGATE to SEDOS? Does she/ he have to be
a m em ber of the Congregat ional Leadership Team  (very busy m en and wom en)?

3. How to act ivate the secgen@xxx.org fi le that  does not  respond to t he invitat ion
from  SEDOS, so that  we can reconnect  and create a sm ooth flow of com m unicat ion?

4. Do you believe in and care for the future of SEDOS? Then if you want  to withdraw,
kindly writ e a let t er and share your reason for pulling out , so that  we can do som et hing
to im prove what  needs to be im proved.

The Execut ive Com m it tee in terprets the Statutes (cf. Statutes, art . 8: e) ;  we feel an
urgent  need to revise the actual Statutes of SEDOS for a m ore ef fect ive funct ioning of
it s st ructures. We respect fully subm it  our request  to this General Assem bly.

SEDOS HOMEPAGE

Bernard Perez, the Webm aster, has just  updated the site and it  looks great !  The
num ber of individuals asking for  free password so as to access the SEDOS webpage is
increasing. The work of digit izing the content s of the Bullet ins issues is down to 1971.
We hope to finish it  next  year.

We are publishing art icles in English, French and Spanish. We have discussing on the
possibilit y of rem oving the SEDOS Bullet in from the circulat ion and cont inue publishing
art icles in the Internet  because of the pr int ing cost  and postage. We have to realize that
the SEDOS Bullet in is the only visible sign of the SEDOS I DENTITY. I f we stop pr int ing it ,
SEDOS will surely enter the phase of a slow but  sure death. What do you think?

CONCLUSI ON

“W e are called to make a leap of faith in a God w ho surprises our expectations”.

These  last  ten m onths of this event ful year  devoted to the service of SEDOS

have  clear ly  conf irm ed this crystal line thought  laden with hope. I  cam e with som e
apprehension, but  the team  spir it , m ater ialized through act ive part icipat ion and a very
close collaborat ion between the m em bers of the Execut ive Com m it t ee, t he Perm anent
Secretar iat ,  has helped m e com e out  of m y shell, so to speak , and m ade room  for  an
at t it ude of grat it ude. However, being aware of the mult icultural aspect  of the composit ion
of the Execut ive Com m it t ee, I  recognize that  I  am  liv ing a very  exhilarat ing exper ience
as I  realize that  SEDOS can pr ide it self for being, soon after the Second Vat ican Council
I I ,  a pioneer  in inter- congregat ional collaborat ion.  I t  is only in Building Ecclesial

Com m union t hat  we will be successful in m ission.

Peace and All Good to you!

Nzenzili Lucie MBOMA, FMM
SEDOS Execut ive Director
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