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JUSTICE AND EVANGELISATION: 

APARTHEID and t h e  "IAMS" 
Conference i n  Harare 

IMPRESSIONS OF SUDAN 

NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP MEETINGS: 

PORTARE CRISTO ALL"UOM0 

BRINGING CHRIST 5'0 MAN. 

MARYKNOLL SISTZRS: 

A SEWS Resident ia l  Seminar a t  Vi l l a  
C a v a l l e t t i ,  Rome, from March 1 9  - 23 ,  1985. 

Regis t ra t ion  by completed forms o r  t e l e -  
phone should be made by March 5, 1985. 

Enquir ies  t o  SEOOS Secre ta r i a t e :  Tel: 571350 

An informal meeting a t  which t-J i l i ie  
Jenkinson w i l l  speak on h i s  imp-ession of 
t h e  Sixth Conference of t h e  International 
Association f o r  l l ission Studies held a t  
Harare, Zimbabwe, January 8 - 16, 1985, 
and h i s  experience of Apartheid i n  South 
Africa i n  preparat ion f o r  t h e  Conference : 
On Tuesday, Narch 26 a t  16.00 hts. i n  
SEDOS. 

An informal meeting a t  which Giuseppina 
Tresoldi ,  General Ass is tant  t o  t h e  Comboni 
S i s t e r s ,  w i l l  speak on her two-month v i s i t  
t o  Sudan: On Tuesday Apr i l  4 a t  16.00 hrs. 
i n  SEDOS. 

Meetings i n  preparat ion fo r  t h e  SEWS 
Seminar on J u s t i c e  and Evangelisation w i l l  
be held between r.1arch 4 and March 9. 
Hosts w i l l  contac t  neighbours by telephone. 

Rome 18 - 2 1  February, 1985. 

This  In te rna t iona l  Congress w i l l  t ake  p lace  
on t h e  campus of t h e  Universi ty on t h e  
Janiculum from t h e  19th through t h e  21st 
February 1985, t h e  o f f i c i a l  opening being 
on t h e  18 th  February. 

The treatment of t h e  theme, taking i n t o  
account t h e  f i e l d  of i n t e r e s t  of t h e  t h r e e  
Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t s  - fo r  non-Christ ian 
r e l i q i o n s ,  f o r  the  un i ty  of Chr i s t i ans ,  and 
f o r  non-believers - w i l l  be s t ruc tured  
according t o  t h e  following t i t l e s ,  corres-  
ponding t o  t h e  t h r e e  successive days: 
Dialoque, LJitness, and So l ida r i ty .  

Congratulations t c  S i s t e r  Luise Ahrens, 
President ,  and S i s t e r  Suzanne Moore, Vice- 
Pres ident  of t h e  newly e lec ted  Central 
Governing Board of the  Maryknoll S i s t e r s .  



Sr. Mary Ellen Rigby, SCHM 

(Tn preparation for the coming SEDOS Seminar ti& i ssue  
of the Bul le t in  deals with the topic of Jdst ice  and Evangelisation 
as  l ived i n  sane concrete si tuations of  mission. 

Readers of the Bui le t in  w i l l  reca l l  the e f f o r t s  made by 
the small f isher folk of Kerala l a s t  year and how, what semed t o  
be a successful agi tat ion m s  eventually t h m t e d .  I n  South 
Afr ica recently a comnercial ecterprise dismissed 6 000 workers. 
The follouing week they recruited 6 000 more with l i t t l e  d i f f i -  
cu l ty  i n  the poverty stricken "homelands". In another case i n  
South Africa a "successfulf t  s t r ike  nuintained for twelve months 
against great intimidation and a x x t u a l l y  upheld i n  a court of 
l a w  had a similar unhappy end. k?ithin s ix  months the  SO0 
workers concerned were padual ly  moved t o  another factory belong- 
ing t o  the  same Company. The .factory m s  then closed. 

The enormous d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered by workers when 
they challenge employers i r ,  so-called "TXrd Worid" countries i s  
i l l u s t ra t ed  @ t h i s  extract  from a l e t t e r  of a S i s ter  of Charity 
sent t o  her Generalate. 

In  a l l  these cases the  workers were supported by the 
Local Church ) . 

8% .. a f i r s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Paraiba. In Varzea Nova t h i s  involved 
a t  l e a s t  700 people t h a t  we h o w  of (men, women and ch i ld ren) .  

During t h e  s t r i k e  everyone in our house was working day and night  i n  
support of t h e  workers. During t h e  day - a constant  flow of people in  and 
out of t h e  house: m r k e r s  concerned about t h r e a t s  made by p lan ta t ion  owners; 
workers concerned a b u t  how they would manage food f o r  t h e i r  family t h e  
following week; workers needing information regarding s t r i k e  laws and a l s o  
meetings with var ious  support groups i n  t h e  area.  

A t  n igh t  t h e r e  were meetings with t h e  s t r i k e r s  t o  organise p icke t s ,  
Zecide on p lans  of ac t ion  and genera l ly  t o  encourage a l l  t o  maintain a f i r n  
stand. 

A t  dawn, in  grou_os formed by more conscientious s t r i k e r s ,  we walked 
t h e  s t r e e t s  and i so la ted  a r e a s  of t h e  town t r y i n g  t o  convince those  we met 
not t o  go i n t o  t h e  f i e l d s  u n t i l  t h e  s t r i k e  was resolved. 
Thanks be t o  God t h e r e  was not  any violence in our area. 

A t  t h e  end of t h e  week t h e r e  was t h e  organisa t ion  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
a m a l l  food supply f o r  each s t r i k i n g  family. 

Af ter  8 days t h e  p lan ta t ion  owners agreed t o  l e t  t h e  c o u r t s  decide on 
t h e  workers demands. The cour t s  ru led  in favour of t h e  workers I We had 
a g r e a t  v i c t o r y  ce lebra t ion  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  Wliile dancing with severa l  



people l inked toae ther  arm t o  arm one of the  members of our youth 5roup 
sa id  t o  me: "This i s  l i k e  the  v ic to ry  dance l e d  by M i r i a m  when t h e  People 
of God reached t h e  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  Red. Sea". 

This  joy was shor t - l ived ,  however. :!hen t h e  workers re turned t o  
t h e  f i e l d s  they  found t h a t  very l i t t l e  had changed a r~d  in many cases  they 
were subjected t o  even more abuses. 

I t  has now been over a month s ince  t h e  cour t  r u l i n g  and the  owners 
a r e  not abidinq by t h e  law. a r e  t r y i n g  t o  organise the  m r k e r s ,  make 
them aware of the  l e g a l  help ava i l ab le  t o  then  e t c .  Eut we a r e  encounter- 
ing a g r e a t  dea l  of f e a r  - many don ' t  cone t o  t h e  meeting." 

December 1984. 

end 

From a l e t t e r  of t h e  General Council 
of t h e  l 'h i te  Fathers  

(Tkis  extract  from the  Zetter sent t o  aZZ members begins 
with the  o n t e z t  of i n j l ~ s t i c e  and poverty as experienced by 
4 .  Tchidimbo of Conakry and Ca~dinaZ Nascimanto of Angola and 
goes on t o  exmnine what an option for the poor can mean t o  members 
o f  Missianary I n s t i t u t e s  to-day. Ire regret  that ,  due t o  pressure 
o f  space, we indicate onZy the  o2eniizg t7zoughts o f  the  three main 
sections in the body of the  Zetter which i s  a very vaZanbZe re-  
f l ec t ion  on Jxs t i ce  and EvangeZisationj. 

Afte r  e ight  y e a r s  of imprisonment i n  what he c a l l s  " the  g r e a t  Babylon" 
Mgr. Raymond-Plarie Tchidimbo, a t  one time Archbishop of Conakry, wrote a l e t t e r  
of thanks t o  Sekou Tour6 e i g h t  days a f t e r  h i s  l i b e r a t i o n .  

In an a r t i c l e  of "France Catholicpe-Ecclesia" of llay 1984, he wrote i n  a 
language t h a t  reminds u s  of S t .  Paul: 

"The only r e a l  enemies of t h e  C:%ristian, a s  of th?  p r i e s t ,  a r e  those  b~ho 
can k i l i  t h e i r  soul  ( f . 4 t .  10, 281.  Contrary t o  what one would q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  
be inc l ined  t o  th ink ,  p r i s m  was a time of grace  f o r  me. A s  a matter  of f a c t ,  
n e i t h e r  t h e  e iqh t  years  confinement and s i l ence ,  nor t h e  b o l t s  on my door, nor 
t h e  f o r t r e s s  uf our concentrat ion canp succeeded in  separat inq me from C h r i s t ,  
and through H i s  Person, from t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  Church en t rus t ed  t o  ne. @it@ tt.e 
cont rary ,  I was f i l l e d  with a l l  t h e  hopes of t h e  small Church of Guinea, j u s t  
a s  much a s  I was by t h e  f o u l  e i r  b~hich 1 breathed. I was steeped i n  a l l  t hese  
ma te r i a l  and moral miser ies .  Every noment I f e l t  my l i f e  throbbing in unison 
with i t s  l i f e ,  while my ' internment '  qave more independance of mind t o  myself 
and no doubt g r e a t e r  weight t o  my r e i l c c t i o n s .  



There you have what concerns myself and my r e l a t i o n s  with Sekou Tour6, 
the  re la t ionsh ip  of a  p r i e s t  with a  person t o  be saved from e te rna l  death ..." 

"Science has developed vaccines t o  immunize us agains t  d i seases  but 
t h e r e  i s  no imuniza t ion  agains t  man's inhumanity t o  man. 'The g rea t  shadow 
over our global v i l l a q e  i s  s o c i a l  sin". So speaks another son of Africa,  
Cardinal Aiexandre do Nascimento of Lubango, Angola. He goes on: "Charity 
and j u s t i c e  a r e  interconnected. B y  ;,11 neans ai.;tr. !,nt?r t o  +5e t h i r s t y  but 
' :h them a l s o  t o  make w e l l s  of t h e i r  own. Then i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e i r  govern- 

n t s  d i s t r i b u t e  those wells equi tably  and provide equzl access t o  a l l  ... 
I am not here t o  pass judgment upon t h e  F i r s t  IJorld. We cannot make 

global  genera l isa t ions .  I do not  wish t o  imply t h a t  the  Third Morld i s  j u s t  
and t h e  F i r s t  World is unjus t .  I knov well t h a t  within t h e  same nation, the  
same c i t y  of a  so-called developing country i n  t h e  Third Vlorld, we f ind  s e l f i s h  
people exploi t ing  o the rs ,  people in power and au thor i ty  working f o r  personel 
p r o f i t .  The Gospel of the  Lord Jesus  C h r i s t  i s  a  challenge t o  a l l  people 
whether they l i v e  in  t h e  F i r s t ,  Second, Third o r  Fourth World ... It is the  
duty of the  Chr is t ian  community t o  remind t h e  world of t h e  p r i o r i t y  of e t h i c s  
over economics and p o l i t i c s ,  the  primacy of the  gerson over th ings  and the  
super io r i ty  of s p i r i t  over matter" (Origins,  Nov. 1st 1934! . 

These days our a t t e n t i o n  is  being drawm once again t o  these  quest ions 
of poverty, unjust  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of wealth and t h e  duty of t h e  c h r i s t i a n  com- 
munity t o  do something about it and work f o r  a  bnrld community where univer- 
s a l  brotherhmd i s  no em_nty ward. 

One senses a  s p i r i t  of t h e  prophets a t  work. 

But we a l s o  see  how people, indeed we ourselves,  f ind  it a  d i f f i c u l t  
message t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  implement i n  our own l ives .  

To be near the poor and iden t i fy  with the  poor is  not an easy matter.  

Because t o  be poor, ma te r i a l ly  poor, means: 

- not having an assured income, not  having enough t o  e a t  o r  
being reduced t o  ea t ing  t h e  same th ing day i n  and day out; 

- not having t h e  money t o  go t o  hosp i t a l ,  o r  buy medicine and 
a s  a  r e s u l t  seeinq a  ch i ld  o r  a  wife d i e  unnecessari ly and 
prematurely; 

- beiny dependent on anonymous a d a i n i s t r a t i v e  s t ruc tu res  f o r  
obtaining water in t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  a  place in  school, or a  
dispensary and not g e t t i n g  them; 

- waiting f o r  buses, i f  there a r e  any, which do not  come be- 

cause they have broken down and who cares;  

- l i v i n g  10 i n  a roon, with no e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  water. 

Material poverty i s  often misery, making t h e  poor unnecessary v ic t ims 
of inhuman condit ions and the re fo re  anti-evangelical  s i tua t ions .  Poverty 
means death,  physical death and moral des t ruct ion.  

To say in  a l l  s i n c e r i t y  "we opt f o r  t h e  poor" has nothing romantic but 
is  more l i k e  facinq the  "take up your c ross  and fol iow me" .  W e  have no r i g h t  



t o  i d e a l i s e  poverty. In our n a s t o r a l ,  t heo log ica l  and s p i r i t u a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  
we may never fo rge t  that mater ia l  poverty is a  harsh and d e s t r u c t i v e  r e a l i t y .  

How could one poss ib ly  say today: "Dlessed a r e  you, Ugandans, who a r e  
insecure,  because G c d ' s  s e c u r i t y  and peace w i l l  bf yours " ? 

And y e t  t h i s  i s  what Je sus  d id  say i n  t h e  sermon on t h e  ilount : 
Blessed. a r e  t h e  poor,  not because they a r e  poor, i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  but because 
t h e i r s  i s  t h e  Kingdom of Heaven. And they a r e  h e i r s  because they  have no 
possessions,  p r e s t i g e  o r  worldly a f f a i r s  preventing them from hearing the  
message of C h r i s t .  

Sometimes people c o n t r a s t  " the  poor i n  s p i r i t ' '  of Matthew with " the  
poor" of S t .  Luke. In f a c t  t he re  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  o r  con t rad ic t ion  because 
t h e  Gospel makes it abundantly c l e a r  t h a c  one cannot be poor i n  s p i r i t  when 
one has a  l o t  of ~ o s s e s s i o n s :  it i s  much harder f o r  a  r i c h  m a n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
Kingdom of God than f o r  a  camel t o  go through the  eye of a  needle (Plk 10 ,25) .  
The Beat i tudes  a r e  not  speaking of  a  b l i s s f u l  ex i s t ence  of t h e  poor a s  poor, 
they  a r e  r e l a t i n g  blessedness t o  t h e  harsh r e a l i t y  of t h e  Cross and of s u f f e r -  
ing. They a r e  t o  be s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  hea r t  of t h e  Chr i s t i an  mystery of t h e  
c r o s s  and re su r rec t ion  and t h i s  i s  never a  p l easan t  experience numanly 
speaking. 

?!aking a  c a l l  on us t o  commit ourse lves  t o  ac t ion  i n  favour of ju- 
s t i c e  i s  introducing us  t o  t h e  mystery of  t h e  Cross. The l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s  
with which we a r e  confronted show us  t h e  t r u t h  of t h i s .  The conf re res  who 
have been expelled from Eurundi know by experience t h a t  they  a r e  not  so much 
v ic t ims  of a  p o l i t i c a l  measure aga ins t  e x p a t r i a t e s ,  o r  even of a  c e r t a i n  
a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m ,  but it i s  because they  c a r r y  a  message t h a t  says  t h a t  a l l  
nen a r e  ch i ld ren  of t h e  same Father .  This  message of equa l i ty  of a l l  be- 
f o r e  God i s  an embarass ing  witness t o  t h e  a c t u a l  unjus t  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s .  
The Gospel i s  indeed a  permanent and powerful accusat ion aga ins t  i n j u s t i c e  
and s i n .  

1. The Strugg%ainst The Powers of Evil .  It i s  not  f o r  nothing t h a t  
Lu1:e placed some t e x t s  of 
I s a i z h  a s  the  inaugural  

speech of  Je sus ,  when s t a r t i n g  h i s  minis t ry  i n  t h e  synagogue of 
Nazareth. 

To br ing  s o d  news t o  t h e  poor neans t o  l i b e r a t e  them from t h e i r  
bondages. 

J e sus  came t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  on e a r t h  where t h e  
poor would no longer be poor, t he  hungry no longer hungry. i!e came 
t o  do away with what prevented t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  f ron  being 
r e a l i z e d .  To say "your Kingdon come" i s  t h e  same a s  saying "your 
w i l l  be done on e a r t h  a s  it i s  i n  heaven" ( M t .  6, lO). He came t o  
say t h a t  va lues  of t h e  Kingdom a r c  : ? i f f e ren t  f ron ,  and opposed t o ,  
t h e  va lues  of t h i s  wor1.l. And when he included t h e  Cross a s  a  ne- 
cessary  s t ep  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  of t h e  Kingdom, then 
h i s  l e s s a q e ,  humanly speaking, became an impossible message. Je sus  
knew tharr he was preaching h i s  message i n  a  world where e v i l  reigns.  

The d i s c i p l e s  of Jesus  must r e a l i s e  t h a t  they  a r e  working i n  t h e  
same s i t u a t i o n  and under the  sane condi t ions .  

To pray "your Kingdom come on ea r th"  means t o  work and t o  s t rugg le  
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f o r  a  world where God's va lues  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  our conduct, agains t  
the  powers of Sa t in ,  agains t  t h e  Berods, t h e  Caesars, t h e  Caiphases 
of today.... 

2. The New Order. The Kingdom of God has no f u t u r e  i f  it has no present .  
Those who ser ious ly  attempt t o  l i v e  by t h e  values of 
God and who cen t re  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  Chr i s t ,  a l ready con- 

s t i t u t e  t h e  Kingdom now, because C h r i s t  i s  in  t h e i r  midst. 

C h r i s t  knew t h a t  he was t o  be a sign of cont radic t ion ,  t h a t  t h e  
world would separa te  i n t o  those who accept  him and those who do not .  
Even i f  one leaves a s ide  t h e  discussion on i n ? l i c i t  o r  e x p l i c i t  r e -  
cognit ion and acceptance of Chr i s t ,  it i s  never the less  c l e a r  by t h e  
s e t  of p r i o r i t i e s  and values r u l i n g  a man's and s o c i e t y ' s  conduct 
whether one i s  following C h r i s t ' s  teachi r~g o r  not --- by t h e  f r u i t  you 
shall know the  t r e e ,  

The new order of Chr is t  i s  i n  cont radic t ion  with t h e  order of e v i l  --- t h e r e  i s  no compromise, and 0r.e cannot hope f o r  a  peaceful  d ia -  

logue. Because Chr is t  proposes not  only t o  chanqa t h e  way of e v i l ,  
but wants t o  block or  des t roy t h e  f o r c e s  of e v i l  a t  work and one cannot 
expect t h e  o the r  s ide  t o  t a k e  t h a t  kindly. 

I t  i s  the re fo re  very important t o  understand how t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of 
e v i l  a r e  a t  work today. A neu t ra l  neans ( l i k e  money) o r  a  l eg i t ima te  
d e s i r e  ( l i k e  possessing pronerty)  can become sa tan ic ,  i . e .  an e v i l  
d r i v e  making t h e s e  i n t o  greed. Ii n a t u r a l  d r i v e  f o r  recognit ion a s  a  
person o r  a s  a  group or  a s  a  socie ty ,  can becomo. through e v i l  moti- 
va t ions ,  an obsession f o r  ~ r e s t i g e ,  s t a t u s ,  over-?rotection of in-  
t e r e s t s  through l ega l  s t r u c t u r e s  of p r i v i l e g e  and d i r e c t e d  t o  perpe- 
t u a t e  then a t  t h e  expense of o thers .  'Ience t h e  important d i s t i n c t i o n  
t o  be m 3 e  between the  neans and t h e  fo rces  o r  motivations t h a t  can 
make these  means i n t o  instruments of i n j u s t i c e .  Fa i l ing  t o  mdke such 
a d i s t i n c t i o n  could make one f i g h t  only t h e  means (and t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
expression) and f o r g e t  t o  co t o  t h e  roo t  cause which l i e s  i n  t h e  hea r t s  
of men, because it i s  t h e  hear t  ( i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  sense) t h a t  makes 
t h i n g s  and people bad or  good. ... 

3.  Conversion of Heart. conl-ersio;~ means turning away from s i n  and com- 
o ~ i t t i n q  oneself  t o  C h r i s t .  It i s  o f t en  sa id  
t h e  3oor a r e  evanqrl is inq us ,  and i n  fat: one 

way of understanding t h i s  i s  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e l y  committing oneself t o  t h e  
poor and t o  t h e i r  needs may be the  s t a r t i n q  p i n t  f o r  a  nore thorough 
conversion. Bishop Komero o i  San Salvador recognisecl t n a t  h i s  be- 
coming more aware of the  needs of t h e  ordinary people changed h i s  l i f e  
fundamentally --- even t o  t h e  point  of giving h i s  l i f e  f o r  t h e  peo.ple. 
Often the  poor help u s  t o  see and recognizz s i n  i n  our l i v e s  and i n  
t h e  world. They help us  t o  make t.he s t e p  from i n t e l l e c t u a l  apprehen- 
sion t o  a  r e a l  recoqnit ion,  whicl. includes the  e f f e c t i v e  d e s i r e  t o  do 
something about it. 

An obvious soc ia l  s i n  today i s  t n a t  r l i l l i ons  of people d i e  of hun- 
ger  o r  undernour i shen t  whereas o the r s  have too much a t  t h e i r  disposel .  
TV. makes u s  "see" t h e  problen, hut t h e  r i c h ,  l i k e  the  r i c h  man in  t h e  
varable ,  do not  see o r  understand i n  the  b i b l i c a l  sense i . e .  recognize 
t h i s  a s  a  sin aga ins t  God f o r  r,~hich mankinii c a r r l e s  t h e  g u i l t  and 
should, with a s t ronger  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  commitment, come t o  a solu- 
t i o n  where unnecessary deaths  can be avoided. I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  con- 
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vers ion  implies a commitment t o  work f o r  chanqe, changing t h e  world 
order i n t o  God's order .  

The prophets  o f t e n  speak about conversion, and f o r  them t h i s  means 
both t h e  i n t e r i o r  conversion and t h e  s o c i a l  o r  co~munal  conversion, a s  
two inseparable  a spec t s  of t h e  one c a l l .  To p u r i f y  s o c i a l  weaknesses 
i s  j u s t  a s  important as pur i fy ing  ~ e r s o n a l  weakness. Conversion 
t h e r e f o r e  i s  a process  which r equ i re s  constant  t e s t i n g  and examining. 

Vhen it comes t o  t h e  examination of t h e  soc ia l  conscience, of po- 
l i t i c a l  and economic programmes which t r a n s l a t e  t h a t  conscience and 
when we r e f l e c t  on what we can do t o  improve these ,  we  nay become d i s -  
couraged and f e e l  powerless a s  indiv iduals  in t h e  f ace  of such huge pro- 
blems. This  f r u s t r a t i o n  may lead  u s  t o  absolving ourse lves  from doing 
anything, or  make us  grow b i t t e r  and f u l l  of i n t e r i o r  aggressiveness,  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  mankind i s  being v io la t ed  witlhout being a b l e  t o  rio any- 
th ing  about it. 

This i s  t h e  r e a l i t y  i n  which we l ive . . . .  

Conclusion. Like a l l  apos to la t e  , t he  more we become invclved in t h i s  as?ect 
of evangel i sa t ion ,  t h e  more rue f e e l  t h e  need t o  tu rn  t o  God: 

- when we f e e l  f r u s t r a t e d  and confused, 
- when we succeed in reconci l ing  f a c t i o n s ,  
- when we f e e l  angry i n  t h e  f a c e  of so much human su f fe r ing ,  
- when we see c h r i s t i a n  dedica t ion  and heroic v i r t u e  a t  a 

l e v e l  unknown a t  l a rge ,  - when h e  f e e l  .mable t o  speak o r  t o  a c t ,  
- when we a r e  faced with human i n e r t i a  and red tape. 

In Jesus  God  cane t o  dwell anong us: 

"I m t he  Nay, the  Tr~cth  nil? the Li fe"  Jn. 1 4 , 6  
"1 wn makifig aZi t?-tings new" AP. 21,s  
'Tor  God nothi119 i s  impossibZc" ~ k .  1,37 

Contemplation enables  u s  t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h e  source of l i f e ,  t o  r e t a i n  
t h e  fundamental peace t h a t  comes from t h e  convict ion t h a t  Chr i s t  conquered s i n  
and death  and rose  t o  Life.  

(Reference: P e t i t  Echo, 1985/2) 

v i a  Aurel ia ,  269; 00165 Rome. 



EXPERIENCES OF TIIE IIEDICAL MISSION SISTERS 

( I n  t he i r  magazine 'INTERCONTINENT' of January 1985, 18 S i s t e r s  
expressed the i r  own persona1 view of.+lission and i t s  costs.  
We give here a seZection of these oiews with their kind per- 
mission. Editor). 

Mission i s  very much on our minds during t h i s  time of prepara t ion  f o r  
Chapter. How s h a l l  we de f ine  mission f o r  ourse lves  ? f o r  t h e  Society ? 
How does t h e  Church def ine  i t s  own mission i n  these  t imes wneil it i s  so 
e v i d e ~ t  t h a t  s t r u c t u r a l  i n j u s t i c e  oppresses people everywhere and the  Gos- 
p e l  imperative t o  bring Good News, l i b e r a t i o n ,  j u s t i c e ,  and freedom urges 
us t o  very p r a c t i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  poor who press  us on a l l  s ides.  
No lonqer i s  t h a t  phrase from t h e  Const i tu t ion  about involving ourse lves  
i n  the  transformation of t h e  world t h e o r e t i c a l  and d i s t a n t .  

I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of every S i s t e r  t o  come t o  g r i p s  with her own 
d e f i n i t i o n  of mission. I t  is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  1985 General 
Chapter, a f t e r  consul ta t ion  with t h e  membership, t o  c l a r i f y  our Society 
v i s ion  and mission. 

NE-6 - After  approximately 40 years  i n  our Socic.ty, PIISSION 
means t o  me: 

Lis ten  -- Lis ten  -- Lis ten  -- t o  t h e  inner  voice implied i n  our Con- 
s t i t u t i o n ,  and t r y  t o  do what t h a t  voice says. 

I g e t  only an indica t ion .  

Persons -- circrunstances help me t o  understand t h a t  inner voice -- and 
my mission. - 

The impl ica t ions  of mission: t o  be open -- i n t e res ted ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in 
people and t h e i r  needs. 

The COST: Looking a t  mission in  t h i s  way has given me -- a l o t  of 
s t rugg le  -- sorrow -- and deep joy. I am thankful.  

... sr. Monica Kli jn.  
Venray. 

PERU - MISSION i s  t o  l i v e  r i g h t  now, with a l l  t h e  people here, c l o s e  by, - 
and with a l l  those  people out  the re ,  some place.  It i s  r e a l l y  
t o  c a r e  f o r ,  be concerned about,  and have compassion f o r  ... eact. 

one of them. But most of a l l ,  it i s  t o  have f a i t h  i n  one another. Fa i th  
i n  one another  b ids  u s  l i v e ,  l e t ' s  u s  grow, and makes u s  f e e l  loved. 

The COST is t h a t  l i f e t i m e  p r o j e c t  of learning t o  love myself, t h a t  is, 
g e t  r i d  of my handy masks, ny egoism, my fear  of being discovered, so  t h a t  
I may have t h e  capaci ty  t o  accept  love and have f a i t h  i n  t h e  o the r .  

I j u s t  want t o  say t h a t  it is very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  put  i n t o  one para-  
graph what I w u l d  l i k e  t o  say about mission, i t s  implicat ions and i t s  
cos ts .  ... sr. Pat  Gootee, 

Arequipa. 



SOUTA INDIA - For me, l.!ISSION i s  a  se l f - ac tua l i z ing  process. I t r y  
t o  empty myself in  J. c rea t i - i ?  and a y n ~ i i c   RE^ of involve- 
ments and by being with people in  t h e i r  joys, and s t rug-  

g l e s ,  and on-going transformation. I can2 t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  impl ica t ions  
of t h i s  cn ly  a f t e r  leaving my i n s t i t u t i o n s 1  s t y l e  of l i f e .  Then, I f e l t  
t h a t  I was using only s e t  responses fox s e t  s i t u a t i o n s  r a t h e r  tl-an being 
c r e a t i v e  and more deeply and personal ly  i!loolveci. Now a s  I work among 
a lcoho l i c s  and t h e i r  f ami l i e s ,  reaching out  t o  them through in te rven t ion  
and counseling techniqces,  I f e e l  t h z t  much of my hidden s e l f  is bring 
f u l f i l l e d .  There is so much more meanin? and ric!i f e e l i n g  about l i f e  
f o r  me. My energy is never lacking,  bur cnly increasing a s  more and 
more people a r e  touched a t  a  deeper l eve l .  There i s  so much of s e l f -  
r e a l i z a t i o n  and se l f - fu l f i l lmen t  i n  mission . . . . 

~t COSTS more than hours of duty, a s  so much of ny time, idea  ex- 
change, communication and r e l a t i o n s h i p  goes round these  broken fami l i e s  - 
almost more then with o n e ' s  o m  community members. So t h e r e  i s  a  longing 
t o  meet and r e l a t e  with my S i s t e r s  of f  ard on, a s  t h e  bas ic  belongingness 
cannot be overlooked nor postponed. i l iss ion i s  indeed enriching and i ts  
c o s t s  a r e  a l s o  demanding. 

. . . Sr. Joan Chun:rapura, 
Chanqanacherry. 

NORTH EAST INDIA - My mission experience i s  the  answer of my c a l l  t o  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  ... i ccep t ing  Cod a s  our Father .  

\*!hen I look back, t h e r e  was a  t i n e  !;hen I was very bnsl.ness minded, en- 
t h u s i a s t i c  about takinq r i s k s ,  and c h s l l e ~ ~ q e d  t o  achieve many t h i n g s  i n  t h e  
bes t  poss ib le  manner. I am glad those  longii1,~n have gone away from me. 
The words, Our Father ,  have becone very  m z a i n g f u l  i n  my l i f e  i n  t h e  l a s t  
f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  because of t h e  ini:ut I reccived from my super io r s ,  es-  
p e c i a l l y  t h e  major ones, a l s o  because of t h e  Tiarious r e f l e c t i o n s  and 
shar inqs  I have had with d i f f e r e n t  groups L-- vir!~ing s i t u a t i o n s .  Once 
it s t ruck  me and I recognized my oT:m p r i v i l q o s ,  zrlri s t  t h e  s m e  time, 
r ea l i zed  t h e  number of unprivi leqed people -15c l i v e  i s o l a t e d  from human con- 
t a c t s ,  and long t o  be loved i n 6  c a r d  f o r  ... t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  urged me t o  
e n t e r  i n t o  such p laces .  But I r e a l i z e d  n:r oi;l h a r r i e r s  j.n accepting then 
a s  mine, even though I was doing many thj~ngs. f o r  t!ie people .... 

In Nagaland, it took me t n i r t e e n  montk.i; t o  pu t  ny f e e t  f i rmly  on t h e  
ground.. Once t h a t  was over,  I opted :or t h e  linprivileqed qroup of people 
in f a r  v i l l a g e s .  I n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  v i l l a ~ e ,  ceople  l i v e  almost l i k e  ani -  
mals, and t h e  animals themselves, l i v e  very f r e e l y  i n  t h e i r  houses.... 

The Nagas a r e  very indepfndent by na ture ,  but very, very hard working 
and generous. Their independence never allows =her,> t o  be submissive t o  
anyone. Children, a t  t h e  age of 1 4 ,  art? considered a s  eq>lals  i n  the  
family. Their na tu re  of e q u a l i t y  and free<o!.: c !~ i l l enges  our own pat ience,  
perseverance, s impl i c i ty ,  and k~umility. They a r c  very  vocal  and open, 
and sharp, of ten .  They a r e  not a f r a i d  c f  snyonc. so they  sgeak t l i ings a s  
they  see  them. Their l i f e  v i t h  u s  has 9?ven me an awsreness t h a t  p e o p l e ' s  
apprec ia t ion  f o r  t h e  amount oE work i s  v e ~ y  momentary, but ,  on t h e  ocher 
hand, they value and apprec ia te  t h e  cpaliJ:y i n  which we l i v e  and work .... 

I n  t h i s  atmosphere, t o  be e f f e c t i v e  1;: our mission, we must have a  
c o m i t y  of people committed t o  t h e  czuse f o r  only then,  w i l l  we be ac- 
ceuted by the  peonle. Once they accr->t- us,  we can he su re  of t h e i r  sup- 
p o r t  i n  a l l  ocr undertakings. Jn le s s  VJ  bui ld  up t h i s  r e l a t ionsh ip ,  they 
w i l l  c u t  away from us. That means ..E <?re ru in ing  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  our  
mission. . . . S - .  Rosaline iv~yiken,  

Nsgaland. 



BANGLADESA - a  t i n y ,  crowded, r ecen t ly  independent country 
carved out of  and fenced i n  by 
a  c o m e r  of  nor theas t  India ;  
s t ruggl ing  t o  cvercome 
unemployment and inequity,  
d i sease  and d i s a s t e r ,  
i l l i t e r a c y  ard poor n u t r i t i o n ,  
v io lence  aild p o l i t i c a l  uplieilvai. 

To be i n  mission here i s  t o  take on, t o  thc- exterit t h a t  a  fore igner  
can, t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  and i n s e c u r i t y  t h a t  t h i s  implies,  j oy fu l ly  and 
with hope. This  c a l l s  f o r  a  constant  r e f l e c t i o n  and discernment about 
t h e  meaning of one ' s  presence and se rv ice  here. 

It c a l l s  us  t o  a  deepening of  prayer  and awareness of t h e  Church's 
r o l e  i n  hea l th  and healing. I n  a  Muslim, ye t  inc reas ing ly  ma te r i a l i -  
s t i c  soc ie ty ,  heal ing r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and in t e r - r e l ig ious  'dialogue of 
l i f e '  must be an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of our dai1.y encounters.... 

... Sr. P a t r i c i a  Traval ine,  
Dhaka. 

U S A - MISSION, being p resen t ,  God through me, t a  those  around me. - 
I work i n  a  low-income, high crime a rea  of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, U.S.A. Some d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  the  s i g h t s ,  t h e  

f i l t h ,  t he  r a t s ,  t h e  bad smells ,  poberlessness,  i n j u s t i c e s ,  t h e  agony 
of only  being a b l e  t o  help a  few. 

My c ross  i s  my n a t u r a l  repuls ion  when I f i n d  t h e s e  poor p e o ~ l e  
lay ing  "spaced out"  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  and doorweys, and h a l l s ;  l i v i n g  
f o r  weeks i n  t h e  c l o t h e s  on t h e i r  iacks.  I hove prayed t o  the  Lord 
t o  t ake  t h i s  f e e l i n g  away, but He does fiat. 

It makes me very aware t h a t  He i s  doing the  work, not  I. I t r y  
not  t o  ge t  i n  t h e  way. The reward i s  t h e  beau t i fu l  people I f ind  i n  
t h e  midst of a l l  t h i s .  

. . . sr. Doris ??ackin, 
New Orleans. 

INDIA - About IlISSION ! I have thouqht a b u t  it but f i n d  it d i f f i -  - 
c u l t  t o  put i n t o  words. 

Mission has meant a  gradual ly  deeper understanding of t h e  Incarnat-  
-ion and t h e  l ly s t i ca l  Body ... a  deepenjnq and d a i l y  dying t o  s e l f  and 
an opening t o  t h e  Truth . . . :lot according t o  m y  i deas  and r a t i o n a l i z a t -  
ion. Perhaps a s  "Mary pondered a l l  t h i s  i n  her  hear t"  .. . I am do- 
ing t h e  same and understanding :$is niissiori tnrough me ... i f  I can be 
s t i l l  enough t o  l i s t e n .  The yea l i za t ion  of Mission being beyond my 
understanding, is a l s o  t h e r e .  It i s  not  what I do but who I am ... 
presence i n  i t s  deepest sense. The events  of our t ime bring home t o  
me my own vio lence ,  and, perhaps, a f t e r  these  r i o t s ,  mission has fo- 
cussed much more ... a s  t h e  peace and love of  t h e  S p i r i t .  We a r e  a l l  
needy a s  regards t o  hea l ing ,  me f i r s t  and a l l  ny brothers  and s i s t e r s .  

. . . Sr . Blanche Pernandes, 
New Delhi.  

KENYA - PIISSION. Yes, I f e e l  s en t  by ,Jesiis of P:azareth: I f e e l  my - 
whole humanity i s  a t  H i s  s e rv ice ,  so i:e car. use  me f o r  H i s  
mystery. I f e e l  I am a  witness t o  t h e  love of God, our 

Father ,  fo r  a l l  tilose I meet, being cons tant ly  open t o  the  promptings 



o f  H i s  s?irit, Who g u i d e s  m e  from wi th in .  I d o  t h i s  i n  t r u t h  LO n y s e l f  
and respondinq  t o  whatever  comes my way, d a y  by day.  G d  is a t  our ser- 
v i c e .  J e s u s  has God's Servan t  w i t h  whom t h e  F a t h e r  was w e l l  p l e a s e d .  
Mission is  embodying a f ragment  o f  God's t r u t h  f o r  o t h e r s .  I t  seems t o  
m e  t h a t  s e r v i c e  sums it a l l  up. I le  must be  s imple  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  God 
t o  u s e  us. .  . . ... Sr.  Dominica Dogqe, 

Kakarnega. 

ETHIOPIA - Our MISSIOPI i s  one w i t h  t h a t  o f  Chrclst, who d i d  n o t  choose 
t o  complete  it a l o n e ,  nor  i n  a n y  one a g e  o r  g e n e r a t i o n .  To 
t h e  d i sappoin tment  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  H i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  H e  

chose  t o  work t h r o u g h  what i s  c o n s i d e r e d  weak and f o o l i s h  i n  t h i s  world,  
t o  becone an a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e ,  t o  d i e  i n  agony, whi le  H i s  e n e n i e s  g l o a t e d  
o v e r  H i s  ignominious  d e a t h  as a c r i m i n a l .  I n  a c t u a l  f a c t ,  H i s  l i f e  had 
a s h a t t e r i n g  impact on t h e  whole o f  c r e a t i o n ,  and H i s  d e a t h  n o t  o n l y  
brought l i f e  t o  t h e  world,  we have y e t  t o  l e a r n  t h e  f u l l  s c a l e  o f  H i s  
v i c t o r y .  Because o f  it, w e  weak o n e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  respond t o  R i s  c a l l ,  
t o  c o n t i n u e  His p r e s e n c e  among H i s  people .  

A s  "wounded h e a l e r s " ,  w e  o f f e r  o u r s e l v e s  t o  be used and abused,  de- 
p r i v e d ,  dooned p e r h a p s ,  a s  H e  was, t o  a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e .  I n  a l l  t h i s  w e  
w i l l  l o s e  h e a r t ,  f e e l  u s e l e s s  and confused ,  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  wi thou t  con- 
s o l a t i o n  i n  p r a y e r ,  o u r  l o v e  r e j e c t e d ,  misunderstood. T h i s  h a s  a f a n i -  
l i a r  r i n g .  "The s e r v a n t  i s  n o t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  master" .  These ob- 
s t a c l e s  are a s u r e  s i g n  t h a t  w e  a r e  on t h e  r i g h t  r o a d  and in t h e  b e s t  of 
company.... 

L ike  Mother Dengel, w e  respond t o  t h e  g l a r i n g  need i n  f r o n t  o f  u s ,  
w i t h  compassion. I t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  of s u r v i v a l .  There  i s  a d a i l y  
threat, sp read ing  r a p i d l y  t o  o t h e r  c o n t i n e n t s ,  i f  n o t  t o  t h e  b a s i c  neces-  
s i t i e s  of l i f e ,  t h e n  of be ing  c rushed  by t h e  e v i l  f o r c e s  o p e r a t i n g  be t -  
ween opposing i .3oelogies.  The rlbIS must now be " o p p o r t u n i s t s "  f o r  
C h r i s t ,  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  f a i t h  and hope i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  a 
v e r y  confused world,  t h r e a t e n e d  by a sweeping t i d e  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n .  
There  never  w a s  a  g r e a t e r  need f o r  l e t t i n g  o u r  l i g h t  sh ine .  L e t  u s  
p r a y  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  c a l i b r e  t o  g l o r i f y  Cod by u s i n g  t o  t h e  f u l l  and,  
i n  a p r a c t i c a l  way, whatever h e a l i n g  g i f t s  H e  h a s  p l a n t e d  i n  our  h e a r t s  
and hands. 

. . . S r .  Mary Evens, 
A t t a t .  

U S A - (Georg ia )  - Being i n  >4ISSION i n  Southland U.S.A. h a s  been a n  - 
e d u c a t i o n  i n  what happens t o  medica l  c a r e  when hos- 
p i t a l s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and paramedica l  s e r v i c e s  a r e  

owned by c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  medica l  c a r e  a i d  from t h e  qovernment i s  d i s -  
appear ing .  H e a l t h  s e r v i c e  i s  changing i n t o  medica l  b u s i n e s s  anti t h e  
poor are n o t  r e a l l y  p a r t  o f  t h a t  b u s i n e s s .  

I n  t h i s  s e t t i n g ,  I a m  an a l i e n .  My p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o a l  i s  h e a l t h  
maintenance and p r e v e n t i o n  of s i c k n e s s .  Tne medical  b u s i n e s s  depends  
on s i c k  p e o p l e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s  dichotorcy h a s  made me 
s e a r c h  deep w i t h i n  myself t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  meanins o f  my c a l l  from God t o  
be h e r e .  

Being h e r e  h a s  a l s o  meant an e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  pover ty .  we 
have Elass i n  our  c h a p e l  once a month, and d r i v e  30 t o  40 m i l e s  t o  a 
weekly Elass o r  o t h e r  sacraments.  S p i r i t u a i  i n p u t  i n  t h e  form o f  r e t r e a t s ,  
seminars ,  etc. a r e  40  t o  250 miles away. T h i s  h a s  c a l l d d  f o r  a s t r o n g  
communal bond among t h o s e  miss ioned  h e r e .  

... Sr.  Mary Ki rkhof f ,  Kichland. 



KERALA - My l i f e  in Poothura  w i th  t h e  f ishermen community made me 
much more aware o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  i n  s o c i e t y  and t h e  
d i s p a r i t y  between r i c h  and poor.  It was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

n o t e  how every  powerful  group made u se  o f  t h i s  poor people  f o r  t h e i r  
own ga in .  A s  peop le  came t o  g r e a t e r  awareness  about  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  
and r i g h t s ,  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  and anger  toward t h e  system was obvious.  
The cha l l enge  t o  b r i ng  about  t h e  v a l u e s  of t h e  1:ingdom and t h e  hea l i ng  
dimension i n  our  miss ion ,  w a s  v e r y  g r e a t .  The d i f f e r e n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
and s t r u g g l e s  i n  l i v i n g  o u t  our ln iss ion -- l i k e  c o n f l i c t  wi th  t h e  
h i e r a r chy ,  j o i n i n g  wi th  o t h e r  groups,  deve lop ing  l o c a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
i s o l a t i o n  from o t h e r s ,  e t c .  -- a l l  t h e s e  were t h e  r e a l  expe r i ence  of 
our miss ion .  I a l s o  exper ienced  a  g r e a t e r  need f o r  p e r s o n a l  hea l i ng  
and fo rg ivenes s .  

S ince  o u r  whole a i m  i s  t o  b r i ng  abou t  t h e  Kinqdom of God, we cannot  
be s a t i s f i e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  change of s o c i e t y ,  nor can  we be 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  comfor tab ly  s t ay ing  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  
t h e  people .  I t  ha s  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  i n  b r i ng ing  about  t h e  Kingdom of 
j u s t i c e ,  l o v e  and peace.  One ques t i on  which s t r u c k  me i n  a l l  my 
v a r i e d  involvements  i s  "how t o  s t r i k e  t h e  c o r r e c t  ba lance  ?"... 

. . . Sr.  l l i r iam Kuruvinakunnel, 
Ind is. 

PMISTRN - ITS COST ? P a r t  of t h e  c o s t  i s  t h e  e f f o r t  I must make t o  
speak t h e  language. I can do  l i t t l e  i n  any of my involve-  
ments wi thout  it. My lac!: o f  f l uency  is o f t e n  a  c ause  o f  

despondency f o r  me. S ince  t h e  popu l a t i on  of Palcistan i s  about  98% 
Muslim, my p a s t o r a l  work i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  is ,  of cou r se ,  mos t ly  w i t h  
Muslims. For me, t h i s  ha s  meant f i n d i n g  my way, looking f o r  t h e  b e s t  
approach t o  p a s t o r a l  work in  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and hnving t o  go s lowly  and 
a c c e p t  mis takes  and l e a r n  from them. I t  means accep t i ng  t h e  f r u s t r a -  
t i o n  of being a woman i n  an I s l amic  s o c i e t y  where women a r e ,  i n  many 
ways, second c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  and have l i t t l e  freedom. T h i s  i s  p a r t  of 
t h e  c u l t u r i .  and is, t h e r e f o r e ,  t r u e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  a l so . . . .  

. . . Sr.  Daphne Norden, 
Karachi .  

WEST G!GM+NY - ... when I l e f t  A f r i c a ,  I took  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  l i f e  
i n  Europe was s i m i l a r  t o  what it was i n  t h e  p a s t .  
Although I knew a l l  a long  t h a t  Eilrope was g e n e r a l l y  

n o t  C h r i s t i a n  anymore, it s t r u c k  me s o  f o r c i b l y  when I r e t u r n e d  t h a t  
God's l i v i n g  p r e sence  was no t  a r e a l i t y  f o r  s o  many people .  C h r i s t ,  
f o r  some, was most ly  an h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e ;  4nong t h e  f i v e  h o s p i t a l s  I 
worked i n  d u r i n g  my t r a i n i r q  ( fou r  were C a t h o l i c ) ,  t h e r e  were o n l y  two 
d o c t o r s  and one p sycho log i s t  who were b e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t i a n s .  I ranem- 
b e r  a p a t i e n t  wlio t a l k e d  t o  a  co l l e ague  crf mine a b u t  be l i ev ing  i n  God's 
Providence.  The d o c t o r  e x m i n e d  her  thoroughly  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  were 
any o t h e r  "pa r ano i c  symptoms". I remember t h e  shock t h a t  I exper ienced 
a t  a  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g  among my colLeagues ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e i r  conver- 
s a t i o n  about  how one couLd k i l l  one se l f  wi thout  illucn p a i n  i f  one eve r  
had <an i n c u r a b l e  d i s e a s e .  

When I cons ide r  t h e  k ind  of miss ion i n  which I am now involved,  I 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  1 come i n t o  c o n t a c t  wi th  people  whom t h e  Church no longer  
r e achs s .  I have a  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  of p a t i e n t s  ranging Erom age  9 t o  70 
y e a r s ,  male and female. I a l s o  have school  cb.ildren a s  p a t i e n t s .  I n  
t h e  whole coun t ry ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  2 5  d o c t o r s  who a r e  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  pe- 
d i a t r i c  p sych i a t ry .  Ny o t h e r  p a t i e n t s  a r e  worknen and women, academic 



people, p r i e s t s ,  and re l ig ious .  Some people come only because they 
know I am a r e l i g i o u s ,  while o t h e r s  come because they do no t  know.... 

... Sr. Ruperta Amon, 
Essen. 

U S A - (Washington) - MISSION: t o  make Chr i s t  present  means that - 
Chr i s t  continues t o  s u f f e r  i n  me. 

How i s  t h a t  COST expressed i n  my l i f e :  

i s o l a t i o n  from my MMS family; 
immersion in  a c u l t u r e  completely d i f f e r e n t  from my own, i n  
s p i t e  of being i n  my own country; 
r e a l i z a t i o n  that t h e  Local Church is not responding t o  t h e  
Gospel imperative of serv ing  t h e  s t r anqer  and t h e  oppressecl; 
l i v i n g  in a country dedicated t o  freedom while,  a t  t h e  same 
t ime,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  our government is respons ib le  f o r  so 
much oppression of peoples i n  o ther  coun t r i e s  a s  well a s  to -  
ward t h e  poor i n  our own country; 
l i v i n g  surrounded by t h e  sex revolu t ion  and t r y i n g  not  t o  be 
judgmental; 
seeinq feminism, a s  understood by some young women, c a r r i e d  
t o  extremes and seeinq what should promote freedom, promoting 
l i cense ;  
it means being unpopular a t  t imes i n  order  not  t o  compromise 
my own i n t e g r i t y .  

The cos t  i s  t o  s t rugg le  without apparent success i n  t h e  f ace  of 
seeming, insurmountable obs tac le s ;  t o  t r y  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  s impl i c i ty  of 
t h e  people with whom I am s t ruggl ing ,  but ,  a t  t h e  same time, t o  f ace  
t h e  d u p l i c i t y  in my own l i f e  -- inward and outward. Like t h e  Zen Koan, 
t h e  cos t  is t h e  joy o f  mission, knowing t h a t  "I conplete  i n  my f l e s h  
what is lacking in t h e  su f fe r ing  of Jesus". (Col. 1:24). 

... Sr. Tina P a s c u l l i s ,  
Washington, D.C. 

VENEZUELA - I have been here in  Barquisimeto f o r  a l i t t l e  over a year 
and a ha l f .  Therefore, my experience of mission i n  Lat in  
America i s  b r i e f .  I d i d  have some experience i n  Gerrmny 

before coming here. I r e a l i z e ,  more a..d more, that our mission in -  
volves our whole l i f e .  A s  we l i v r  out  t h i s  mission, we r n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
l i v e s  of o thers .  

Living here i n  Venezuela, I am more and more touched by t h e  people. 
The people here a r e  very open, express ivr ,  and outgoing. Through my 
home v i s i t s ,  I h a w  come t o  know a l o t  of f ami l i e s  i n  t h e  ba r r io ,  and I 
am e s p e c i a l l y  s t ruck  by t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  and g m c r o s i t y  of t h e  poor 
people. Again and again,  I hava t h e  exprr iencr  of en te r ing  a home a s  
a s t r anqer ,  but when I l save ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  we have known each 
o ther  f o r  years. Although very o f t en  I c a n ' t  changs t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  
it means much t o  them t o  accompany them, t o  t a k e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  i n  t h e i r  joys, pa ins ,  burdens, and hopes. On my v i s i t s  t o  t h e  
people i n  t h e  b a r r i o ,  I r e a l i z e  more and more t h a t  any kind of preven- 
t i v e  h e a l t h  ca re  i s  not  a goal  f o r  t h e  people. Very o f t en  t h e  roc' of 
i l l n e s s  is not  seen. Therefore, I f ind  it very important t o  show 
people t h e  roo t  cause of i l l n e s s ,  a d  then help thela t o  f i g h t  aga ins t  
s i n f u l  and un jus t  s t ruc tures . . .  

. . . Sr. Chr i s t ina  Aust, 
Darquisimeto 



- - 

COIKi3NAT la4 OF APARTHEID 

INfEWATIallAL ASSOCIATIUi FOR MISSION STUDIES 

(The following statement was approved by an overwhelming 
majori ty a t  t h e  Conference i n  Harare).  

The I A 1.1 S meeting a t  t h e  University of Zimbabwe i n  January 1985 

t o  d iscuss  "Christ ian mission and Human Transformation", cannot avoid 

facing t h e  question of apartheid.  

In t h e  name of our common humanity we r e j e c t  t h e  apartheid system, 

under whatever guise  it may be presented. 

In t h e  name of God and our comon Chr is t ian  f a i t h  and in  s o l i d a r i t y  

with a l l  Chr i s t i ans  and o thers  i n  South Africa committed t o  a c o s t l y  

s t rugg le  aga ins t  apar the id ,  we jo in  t h e  growing chorus of Chr is t ian  

voices t h a t  r e j e c t  apartheid a s  a. s i n ,  and consider it a Chr is t ian  ob- 

l iga t ior !  t o  oppose it. Therefore, a s  one consequence of our convict ion,  

we aff i rm t h a t  t h e r e  can be no p lace  in t h e  IAMS f o r  organisa t ions  o r  

individuals  a s  long a s  they support apartheid.  

Aware of our complicity a s  Chr is t ians ,  many of whom l i v e  i n  coun- 

t r i e s  t h a t  inves t  i n  and p r o f i t  from apar the id ,  we pledge t o  do what- 

ever we can t o  combat apar the id  through our churches, our denominations, 

our communities and our governments. 



A CRISIS CF VALUES 

(The l'iational Conference of Brazilian Bishops held i t s  22nd 
General Assembly from A p r i l  25 t o  May 4 t h ,  2984, i n  5'26 PauZo. P 
workinn paper analysed the  multidimensional c r i s i s  - social, eco- 
nomic, poZizicaZ and mltzrral  - tha t  h s  engulfed t he i r  country 
since 1980. The paper deals  k t h  the  economic recession i n  Bra- 
z i l ,  now i r !  i t s  fourth year, and the  e f l o r t s  t o  a l l e v ia t e  foreigr. 
debt obligations. The most s i n i s t e r  r e su l t  of  the  recession i s  . , 
the  scourge of increasing htnger among the poorer people. 

The paper goes on t o  underline that  - "What i s  a t  stake i s  
i n  essence, the primacy of r i gh t s  over i n t e re s t s ,  o f  e t h i c s  over 
po l i t i c s .  A t  stake i s  a cultural  c r i s i s ,  f indmental  and wide- 
spread. The c r i s i s  has not arisen suiidenly. I t  i s  the  r e su l t  
of a slow process which may be described as an etlricaZ turnabout. 
The Church i s  especial ly  concerned ooer t h i s  c r i s i s  o f  values". 

I n  the  short excerpt which follows the  paper m m i n e s  i n  
some d e t a i l  the  nature of t h i s  c r i s i s  of valuesi Editor). 

... The c r i s i s  of va lues  i s  not manifested only within t h e  confines 
of t h e  family. It extends throughout a l l  of soc ie ty ,  corroding t h s  so- 
c i a l  f a b r i c ,  with t h e  t h r e e  scourqes of v io lence ,  t h e  s a l e  and use of 
drugs,  and corruption.  

A t  t h e  same time, these  problems a r e  mere consequences of a  much 
wider process  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  most s s r ious  p a s t o r a l  chal lenge fa-  
c ing  t h e  Church today: t h e  appearance of a  c u l t u r a l  mil ieu t h a t  ex- 
c ludes  a l l  transcendence. 

The fundamental chal lenge i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  modern c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  
using t h e  v a s t  potential o f fe red  by science and technology in  a l t e r n a -  
t i v e  forms of fnergy based on t h s  harnessing of nuclear  energy, bio- 
gene t i c  sc iences  with t h e i r  f r ightening  c t h i c a l  impl ica t ions ,  and in  
t h e  f i e l d  of d a t a  processing. 

Pzople of t h e  m d e r n  world a r e  l e s s  and l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing 
they  a r e  made i n  God's image and miore and more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  remaking 
t h e  world i n  t h e i r  own image. Their p r o j e c t  includes t h e  organizat ion 
of t h e  world - including t h e  family, t h e  n a t u r a l  environment and now 
even ou te r  space - i n  terms of s c i e n t i f i c  r a t io r ra l i ty .  

REDEMPTOR HOMINIS Meanwhile, a s  John Paul I1 has war:~ed in  h i s  ency- 
c l i c a l  Rec'emptor Hominis, t h i s  immense c u l t u r a l  
accumulation crea ted  by human beings th rea tens  t o  

t u r n  back and work aga ins t  them. The new evangelizing chal lenge t o  to-  
day ' s  Church i s  t o  f e a r l e s s l y  confront  t h i s  c u l t u r e  of immanence. 

We bel ieve  t h i s  i s  t h e  meaning of t h e  Holy F a t h e r ' s  i n s i s t ~ n c e  on 
t h f  ser iousness  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  c r i s i s .  Sincc t h e  time of Leo X I I I ,  
t h e  Church has confronted and continues t o  confront  t h e  so-cal led s o c i a l  
question. We lmve t h e  impression t h a t  today, a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  i n i t i a -  
t i v s  of John Paul 11, t h e  Church i s  challenged t o  face  what might be 
c a l l e d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  question. 



To th ink  t h a t  t h e  stance by t h e  Holy Father implies a r e t r e a t  of t h e  
Church from i t s  p a s t o r a l  commitments i n  t h e  s o c i a l  realm would t o  to -  
t a l l y  misconstrue papal d i r e c t i v e s  on t h i s  n a t t e r .  The pope leaves no 
doubt t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  exigencies of f a i t h  a r e  incomparably more se r ious  
and demanding than any ideology or  doct r ine ,  whether of t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  
r i g h t .  He i n s i s t s  on t h e i r  dec i s ive  urgency. 

The Church must continue in  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  ca r ry  ou t  t h e  s o c i a l  com- 
mitments of i t s  f a i t h .  But now we must understand t h a t  these  commit- 
ments r e s t  on ground t h a t  is uns table  and convulsed by seismic tremors 
provoked by t h e  moral c r i s i s .  The divulgence of a hedonist,  an t i - t r an -  
scendent understanding of human nature ,  t h e  seduction of consumerism as-  
s a u l t i n g  t h e  Third World, t h e  arms race ,  and t h e  b e l i t t l i n g  of e t h i c a l  
imperat ives a l l  demand t h a t  t h e  Church inves t  i t s  p a s t o r a l  energies  i n  
t h e  formation of new human beings capable of expressing t h e i r  f a i t h  and 
Chr is t ian  values in  contemporary c u l t u r e  and of evangelizing t h a t  c u l t u r e  
today, because tomorrow w i l l  be t o o  l a t e .  

THY KINGDOM COME 

The meaning and t h e  nature  of t h e  Kingdom of God has not  changed. 
It is  a Kingdom in which t h e  poor, t h e  peaceful ,  t h e  pure of hea r t ,  those 
who weep, those  who hunger and t h i r s t  f o r  j u s t i c e  w i l l  be s a t i s f i e d .  It 
is  a Kingdom t h a t  nus t  begin here and now, on t h i s  e a r t h  and i n  t h i s  h is -  
t o r i c a l  moment, because i n  heaven t h e r e  w i l l  be no more sorrow, dea th ,  
pa in ,  hunger or  t h i r s t .  

Today's p a s t o r a l  chal lenge f o r  t h e  Church is  t h i s :  Is it poss ib le  t o  
bring about such a Kingdom in  a contemporary c u l t u r e  charac ter ized  by t h e  
rampant consumerism and hedonism r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  communications media, 
i n  t h e  midst of a r ap id ly  esca la t ing  arms race ,  and t h e  mult ifaceted po- 
l i t i c a l ,  economic, and s o c i a l  c r i s i s  engulfing u s  and causing t h e  hunger 
of mi l l ions  ? 

The challenge is g rea t  but not impossible. T t  c a l l s  for  g r e a t  e f -  
f o r t ,  so  g r e a t  t h a t  it is  still d i f f i c u l t  t o  conceive of a l l  i t s  dimen- 
sions:  movements f o r  j u s t i c e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and t h e  defense o f  human d ign i ty  
have emerged from a l l  s ides .  Humanity is discovering i t s  common bonds. 
Indica t ions  of t h e  yearning f o r  transcendence, emerging from t h e  depth 
of tine same c u l t u r a l  immanence, arc  &ginning t o  be seen. 

What r i n g s  most t r u e  t o  the  human h e a r t  is p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  which 
awakens t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  transcendence i n  t h e  midst of t h i s  c u l t u r a l  
immanence. .It i s  t h e  beauty of t h e  paschal message announcing t o  every- 
one t h a t  only t h e  c r u c i f i e d  and r i s e n  Chr i s t ,  t h e  b i s t o  Redenptor 
Horninis, can revea l  t o  u s  t h e  mystery of human p o t e n t i a l .  

(Reference: World Parish,  Maryknoll, 
Vol. 24, December 1984, No. 2 2 1 ) .  



Edward van Merrienboer, 0.P. 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Dominican community i s  now i n  t h e  process of an 
extensive study of t h e i r  present  and f u t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  i s sues  
of war, peace and m i l i t a r y  service.  These quest ions have been con- 
s idered  by individuals  and l o c a l  communities but t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  study being done within t h e  Dominicans fo r  t h e  purpose 
of developing a  pol icy  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  involvements. The l a s t  
General Chapter of t h e  Dominicans charged t h e i r  Master General with 
t h e  t a s k  of conducting t h i s  study. The a c t u a l  t e x t  reads  a s  follows: 

We comiss ion  t h e  rlaster of t h e  Order t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  commission t o  
c l a r i f y  t h e  following: 

a )  t h e  r e l a t ionsh ip  of the  Order t o  t h e  Church with t h e  armed 
forces.  

b) t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between our option f o r  j u s t i c e ,  peace ar.d 
t h e  poor and t h e  connection of t h e  Order and t h e  Church with 
the  armed forces .  

C )  t h e  e f f i c i ency  of m i n i s t e r i a l  se rv ice  within t h e  armed forces  
themselves. 

d )  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e s t ab l i sh ing  new forms of pas to ra l  service  
f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  would no t  involve our in tegra t ion  i n t o  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t ruc tu re .  

The r e s u l t s  of t h i s  study a r e  t o  be shared with t h e  e n t i r e  Order. 
The Mastzr General, Damian Byrne, O.P.,  has given t h i s  t a s k  t o  t h e  nine 
Regional Promoters of J u s t i c e  and Peace f o r  the  Dominicans and t h e  
Special  Ass is tant  f o r  J l ~ s t i c e  and Peace. Already, t h i s  study is well 
underway. A l l  t h e  provinces and conqregations have been contacted f o r  
bas ic  information about t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  each nat ion where they serve. 
Now individual  brothers  and s i s t c r s  a r e  being asked t o  share t h e i r  r e -  
f l e c t i o n s  about t h e i r  involvements and t h e i r  hopes f o r  t h e  Dominicms 
on t h i s  t o p i c  in t h e  future.  In  addi t ion ,  they have been asked t o  make 
suggest ions about pol icy  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Order which w i l l  be con- 
s idered a t  t h e  next Dominican General Chapter i n  September 1906. De- 
cause of the  vas t  d i v e r s i t y  e x i s t i n g  within t h e  comqunity i n  regard t o  
cu l tu re ,  na t iona l  pol icy ,  theoloqy and church thinking (e.g. over seven 
National Conferences of Bishops have issued p a s t o r a l  t each i r~gs  on t h i s  
t o p i c  i n  recent  y e a r s ) ,  t h i s  personal consul ta t ion  is  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
projec t .  

In May 1985, a  group of exper ts  on war and peace w i l l  meet i n  Eng- 
land t o  sxamine the  responses which have been received up t o  t h a t  time 
and s t a r t  t h e i r  work of formulating po l i cy  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  con- 
s ide ra t ion  by tile Chapter. Their  work w i l l  not  be completed u n t i l  
mid-1906. 

Richard Kliem, O.P., Director  of Socia l  Communications f o r  t h e  
Dominicans, has taken r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  comnunications aspect  of 
t h e  p ro jec t .  Eie i s  now designing various methods t o  communicate t h e  



r e s u l t s  t o  the  Dominicans. S l i d e  shows, tape  recordings,  t e x t s  and 
t e l ev i s ion  a r e  some of the  methods he w i l l  employ. A l l  t h e  n a t e r i a l s  
w i l l  be produced in  French. English, Spanish, I t a l i a n  and German. 

A spe ica l  doss ier  i s  now being prepared which w i l l  include substan- 
t i v e  mater ia ls  by Dominicans f o r  a deeper understanding of t h i s  urgent 
question. It i s  hoped that it w i l l  include a c r i t i c a l  comparative 
study of t h o  various pas to ra l  l e t t e r s  from t h e  Bishops' Conferences, 
t h e  cont r ibut ion  of Dominicans in h i s t o r y  t o  t h e  development of ideas 
concerning war and peace, and present  experiences of Dominican men and 
women around t h e  world, involved i n  t h e  peace movement and m i l i t a r y  
service.  A l l  of these  materials w i l l  be made ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  general  
publ ic  f o r  t h e i r  study and discussion.  

For f u r t h e r  information p lease  contact :  

Edward van Merrisnboer, O.P. 
Convento Santa Sabina (Aventino) 
Piazza P i e t r o  d t l l l i r i a ,  1, 
00153 Roma, 
I t a l y .  - end - 

- -  
I'IORTII - SOUTH 

JOHN PALL I1 AT EDHOmON, CANADA. SEPT. 1 7 ,  1304 

The Second Vatican Council, fo l lovinq t h e  whole of Tradi t ion ,  warns u s  
not t o  stop a t  an " ind iv idua l i s t i c "  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Chr i s t i an  e t h i c s ,  
s ince  Chr i s t i an  e t h i c s  a l s o  has its s0cia.L dimension. The h7man person 
l i v e s  i n  a community, i n  socie ty .  And with t h e  community he shares hunger 
and t h i r s t  and sickness an? malnut r i t ion  and misery and a l l  t h e  de f i c i en -  
c i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  therefrom. I n  h i s  o r  her own person the  human being i s  
meant t o  experience the  needs of others .  

So it i s  t h a t  C h r i s t  t h e  Judge speaks of "one of t h e  l e a s t  of t h e  bre- 
thren" ,  and a t  t h e  same time he i s  speaking of each and of a l l .  

Yes. He i s  speakinq of t h e  whole universa l  dimension of i n j u s t i c e  
and e v i l .  Iie is speaklng of what today we a r e  accustomea t o  c a l l  t h e  
North-South con t ras t .  Hence not only Cast-West, but  a l s o  North-South, 
t h e  increas inqly  wealthier  North, and t h e  increas ingly  poorer South. 

Yes, t h e  South -- becoming always poorer;  and the  North -- becoming 
always r i che r .  Richer t o o  in  t h e  resources of weapons with which t h e  
superpowers and blocs can mutually th rea ten  each o ther .  And they threa-  
ten  each o ther  - such sn araunent a l s o  e x i s t s  - i n  order not  t o  des t roy  
each other .  

This i s  a separa te  dimension -- and according t o  t h e  opinion of many 
it i s  the  dimension i n  t h e  fo re f ron t  -- t h e  deadly t h r e a t  which hangs over 
t h e  modern \,vorld, which deserves separa te  at tent ion. . . .  

(Ref: Quoted in  Bul le t in  of Oblate Network of J u s t i c e  and Peace, 
December, 1384. ) 

- end - 



ISLAM FACING MODERNITY: JULY 1 - 19, 1985 

WEEK 1 : MCAL SITUATIONS. 

Reformist movement i n  Egypt; Modernist t rends:  Turkey and 
Tunisia. 
Wahhabism: Saudi Arabia; Mawdudi's ideology: Pakistan;  
Ba' th and secularism: Syria and I raq;  Indonesian Pencasi la;  
The Muslim Brothers; Khuneiny and h i s  Is lamic Republic i n  
I r an ;  Qadhafi and h i s  ideology; Islam i n  black Africa. 

WEEK 2: 3ASIC THEMES. 

What is  Sharia i n  c l a s s i c a l  Islam ? Implementatiorl of Sharia 
today; I4dern ways of Qur'an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  Family law; 
Human r i g h t s  i n  Islam; Islamic worship and t h e  challenges of 
modernity; Is t h e r e  a Revival of mysticism ? 

WEEK 3: I S W l  AND CHRISTIANITY. 

Muslim minor i t ies  i n  I.lestern Soc ie t i e s ;  Chr is t ian  minor i t i e s  
in l4uslim countr ies;  Approaches t o  Chxistian witnessing; 
Theological assessment of Muslir~l r e l i g i o u s  experience; 
Current documents about d i a l q u e  and mission; Evaluation and 
conclusions. 

ENQUIRIES TO: P o n t i f i c i o  I s t i t u t o  D i  S tud i  Arabi e d l I s l a m i s t i c a ,  - 
Piazza d i  S. Apollinare, 49, 00186 Rona. 
Tel: 656 11 31 / 656 15 92 

MISSION STUDIES AT WASHINGTON THEOLOGICAL UNION 

The Washington Theological Union, a Roman Catholic  school fo r  
minis t ry ,  has inaugurated an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  program designed t o  sti- 
mulate c r e a t i v e  and comprehensive r e f l e c t i o n  on the  mission of t h e  church 
i n  a p l u r a l i s t i c  world. 

COURSE OFFERINGS 1985 - 1986 

C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  Dialogue with Other Cul tura l  Anthropology f o r  t h e  
World Religions Minister 

Franciscan 14ission and S p i r i t u a l i t y  The Church and t h e  Hispanic Communit:~ 

The Challenge of Islam Theology and World Hunger 

The Theology of  Flissionary Experience S p i r i t u a l i t y  and Socia l  J u s t i c e  

Missiology (Cross-Cultural /Intra-  Religious Symbols and Cul tura l  
Cul tura l  Hermeneutics 

PASTORAL INTERNSHIPS I!.l THE THIRD WORLD - fo r  in te res ted  s tudents  t h e  WU can 
provide intern-ships abroad i n  Jamaica, Iaexico, and a f r i c a .  

ENQUIRIES: Rev. W i l l i a m  McConville, OFM, PIID., Program in Contemgorary !!is- - 
sion,  Washington Theological Union, 9001 New Hampshire Avenue, 
S i lve r  Spring, Md. 20903-3699, U.S.A. 


