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COMI1,IG EVENTS : 

SEDOS RESIDEi'IAL SEMINAR 

V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  - Gro t t a  Fer ra ta .  

JUSTICE AND EVANGELIZATION. 

Tuesday, March 19, 18 hrs .  - Saturday, March 23, 13.00 hrs.  



Andrew Edele, hT 

(Andrew Edete describes his ministry i n  Zambia m e r  a period 
of  fourteen years. Of particular i n t e re s t  t o  the p a r t i c i p a t s  a t  tize 
Seminar was his  account of the time spent i n  tw, poor p r i s h e s  and 
h i s  ezperience of the growth of  tocat m a t t  C h i s t i a n  Commmities.) 

The experience I am going t o  r e l a t e  i s  spread over a l i t t l e  
more than 14 years. You may not t h u s  expect t o  g e t  a d e t a i l e d  account 
of t h i s  experience. It i s  of ten ,  however, t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  make f o r  
success o r  f a i l u r e  and so  I w i l l  po in t  t o  c e r t a i n  d e t a i l s ,  and probably 
a n i t  one o r  o ther  of t h e  broader aspects  of my experience. 

Lusaka has about 500.000 t o  600.000 inhab i t an t s ,  of whom roughly 
one quar t e r  a r e  Catholics .  I t  i s  a probable es t imate  t h a t  a b u t  two 
t h i r d s  of t h e  population a r e  l i v i n g  i n  permanent housing, whereas 
one t h i r d  l i v e s  i n  shanty t o m s  that surround Lusaka. Lusaka being 
t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  of Zambia, you w i l l  f i n d  t h e r e  not  only repres-  
en ta t ives  of a l l  t h e  72 t r i b e s  of t h a t  country, belonging t o  6 main 
languaqe groups, but a l s o  an important number of people from t h e  
surrounding countr ies ,  mainly flalawi and Zaire, no t  t o  mention a small 
number of Europeans. 

In 1967 I was appointed t o  a pa r i sh  i n  t h e  cent re  of t h e  town 
where up t o  90% of t h e  ueople l ived  i n  Ci ty  Council houses of d i f f e r e n t  
s i z e s  and q u a l i t i e s  according t o  t h e  income of t h e  tenants .  These 
ranged from unski l led  labour t o  upper c i v i l  servants  and included a 
considerable number of so ld ie r s .  A t  t h a t  time t h e  p a r i s h  had a 
population of about 45.000 t o  50.000, with rouqhly 12.000 Catholics .  

urban apos to la te  was t o t a l l y  new t o  m a  a t  t h e  time. Thus, f o r  
t h r e e  years  I p rac t i ced  what my predecessor had introudced me t o :  
family v i s i t s  whenever t i m e  allowed f o r  it. Being t h e  only p r i e s t  
i n  t h e  pa r i sh ,  and a f t e r  four months of i n i t i a t i o n  by my predecessor, 
it took almost t h r e e  yea r s  before I hati v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  Catholic  
f ami l i e s  and many others  who had inv i t ed  me i n t o  t h e i r  homes. The work 
was tedious  but not  without consolat ion.  A good number resumed t h e i r  
Sunday d u t i e s  a f t e r  having been v i s i t e d ,  hundreds of marriages were 
ar ranr~ed and masses of chi ldren  were brought f o r  baptism. S t i l l ,  t h e  
system proved very unsat i s fac tory .  When I s t a r t e d  my second round of 
v i s i t s ,  I rea l i zed  t h a t  no progress was apparent. What sugr ised  m e  
most was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  within those  t h r e e  years  about 25% of t h e  
population had changed, so t h a t  I was cont inual ly  knocking on t h e  
wrong door. Those who were s t i l l  the re ,  very o f t en  had t o  be reminded 
again of t h e i r  Sunday du t i e s .  However, what r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  m e  worry- 
ing was t h e  f a c t  that t h e  major i ty  of t h e  people could not t e l l  me 
whether t h e i r  next-door neirjhbours were Cathol ics  o r  not.  It was 
mainly t h i s  f a c t  t h a t  made me look for  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  



Although I was t h e  only p r i e s t  i n  t h e  pa r i sh  I had a host  of 
a c t i v e  Chr i s t i ans  belonging mainly t o  2 groups: The Legionaries of 
Mary and a group ca l l ed  "Aktio". They a l s o  were engaged i n  house 
v i s i t s ,  although f a r  l e s s  sv temat ica l ly  than I had done. With t h e i r  
help I hoped t o  be ab le  t o  g t t h e  Chr i s t i ans  t o  meet t h e i r  neighbours 
so a s  t o  overcome t h e  anonymity i n  which near ly  a l l  t h e  Chr is t ians  
l ived.  I am not  qoing i n t o  d e t a i l s  because t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  
one year of great. e f f o r t  T bad t o  r?nceC- d e f e t .  S t j l l ,  t h e  problem 
remained, and I was not  ready t o  g ive  up. 

Nearly two years  l a t e r  t h e  pa r i sh  received t h e  help of a S i s t e r  
who had been doing pas to ra l  work in  a r u r a l  area.  I t o l d  her about 
my experienc.? and together  we evolved a pas to ra l  plan which I w i l l  
t r y  t o  explain. 

We s t a r t e d  o f f  by d iv id ing t h e  whole p a r i s h  i n t o  geographical 
a reas  containing a b u t  s i x t y  houses each, on t h e  assumption t h a t  
a b u t  f i f t e e n  of them would be houses of Catholic  fami l ies .  We chose 
one such a rea  a t  a time and gave i t  a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  it needed. 
F i r s t ,  we v i s i t e d  aqain each family. Kaowing t h a t  it would t ake  us 
about t e n  days t o  see them a l l ,  we chose a da te  beforehand and inv i t ed  
a l l  of them t o  meet i n  one of t h e  houses. In  most cases we chose t h e  
house of a Legionary o r  "Aktio"-member. Generally speaking 80% of 
those we v i s i t e d  at tended t h e  meeting. Af ter  a shor t  time f o r  each 
one t o  introduce himself,  we gave them t h e  opportunity t o  d i scuss  
what was good and what was bad i n  being a Chr i s t i an  i n  t h e  town. A s  
most of them had already experienced v i l l a g e  l i f e ,  they  e a s i l y  came t o  
t h e  conclusion t h a t  it was t h e  lack of soc ia l  pressure  from t h e  
neighbours t h a t  prevented them from going t o  Church on Sundays, from 
having t h e i r  marriage blessed,  and even from moral misco~duc t .  

It was q u i t e  evident  during t h e  f i r s t  meeting t h a t  it had done 
them good t o  be able  t o  t a l k  about t h e i r  l i f e  a s  Chr is t ians .  ble had 
no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  them t o  agree t o  meet again t h e  following 
week. During t h a t  week we put  ourselves a t  t h e i r  d i sposa l  f o r  
d iscuss ing personal mat ters  o r  family problems and t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e i r  
marriage, i f  t he re  was need fo r  it. 

The mee t ingsof the  following weeks, - we had planned a s e r i e s  
of-' e igh t  meetings, - were used f o r  an adu l t  ca teches i s  on t h e  c e n t r a l  
t r u t h s  of our f a i t h :  t h e  redemption, conversion, t h e  Church, t h e  
sacraments, e spec ia l ly  Baptism and Euchar is t ,  e t c .  Although it would 
be beyond t h e  scope of t h i s  report.  t o  g ive  you d e t a i l s  of t h i s  
ca teches is ,  I am convinced t h a t  it was t h e  d e t e m i n a t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  
t h e  success of t h i s  p a s t o r a l  venture. !*le were ab le  t o  communicate t o  
t h e  Chr i s t i ans  t h a t  belonging t o  t h e  Church meant sharing of t h e  f a i t h ,  
community i n  prayer a s  well a s  brother ly  concern. Our concentrated 
e f f o r t s  a t  renewal f o r  t h e  a r e a  culminated i n  the  ce lebra t ion  of  t h e  
Holy Eucharist  i n  one of t h e  houses a s  a v i s i b l e  sign t h a t  they now 
were a Chr i s t i an  community with Chr i s t  i n  t h e i r  midst. 

Once t h e  community f e l t  ready t o  choose t h e i r  "elder",  we en- 
couraged them t o  do so. In t h e  beginning we helped t h e  one chosen 
i n  t h i s  t a sk  through individual  coaching. But a s  t h e  number of 
communities increased, we were able  t o  c a l l  t h e s e  l eaders  fo r  monthly 
t r a i n i n g  sessions. 

Af ter  those e igh t  weeks of in tens ive  renewal t h e  group w a s  asked 
t o  meet on t h e i r  own a t  t h e  time and p lace  most convenient t o  them. 



?lost communities agreed t o  meet f o r t n i g h t l y  a t  each of t h e i r  houses 
i n  turn .  I n  order  t o  avoid aimless d iscuss ions  o r  being side-tracked 
by t r i v i a l i t i e s ,  we prepared handouts f o r  t h e  "e lders"  a s  guidel ines  
f o r  each meeting, leaving,  however, enough scope f o r  them t o  do 
th ings  a t  t h e i r  o m  pace. 

I t  was not  always easy t o  decide when t o  s t a r t  of f  a new 
community, o r  where t o  s t a r t  it. Sometimes we managed t o  s t a r t  a 
new one while we were s t i l l  meeting with t h e  previous one; sometimes 
the  rou t ine  p a r i s h  work made it advisable t o  take  a break. Choosing 
t h e  r i g h t  p laces  was a l s o  important,  as ire hoped that t h e  a r e a s  
around t h e  community would g e t  wind of it and t h e  whole p a r i s h  would 
become roore and more open t o  t h i s  new p a s t o r a l  approach. Thus, when 
I was asked t o  hand over t h e  pa r i sh  t o  a successor and t o  go some- 
where e l s e  a f t e r  two yea r s  in  t h i s  work, about one quar t e r  of the  
pa r i sh  was a l ready covered by these  Chr is t ian  communities. 

The experience of those t m  years was a g r e a t  help i n  my new 
appointment, although t h e  condit ions i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  were q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  f i r s t  one. I ws  appointed i n t o  a slum a rea ,  i n  
which, althodgh a t  t h e  time of my a r r i v a l  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  
10.000 Cathol ics ,  still was an cccasicna:lyvisi ted ou t - s t a t ion  of 
a t o m  parish1 During the  l a s t  year before my appointment they had 
only seen a p r i e s t  very r a r e l y  and I f i r s t  had t o  rz-assemble t h e  
Chr i s t i ans  becausetho mostfervent ones had, meanwhile, looked f o r  
o ther  pa r i shes  i n  which t o  .mrship. It is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  descr ibe  t h e  
pas to ra l  s i t u a t i o n  of t h a t  par ish .  Lucky were those  who had managed 
t o  rece ive  F i r s t  Communion herore ge t t ing  married. Some a d u l t s  had been 
baptised by a busy p r i e s t ,  although they were in  i r r e g u l a r  marriage 
s i tua t ions .  I had, however, one big bonus t o  start work with: 
Everybody was r e j o i c i n g  a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f i n a l l y  they had " t h e i r "  
p r i e s t .  

Although t h e  majoxity -of t h e  p e e  l ived  i n  near-des t i tu t ion  
t h e  population was genera l ly  more s t a b l e ,  k c a u s e  t h e  h u t s  i n  which 
they l ived  were- the i rs .  A s  can be imagined, I d i d  not i n h e r i t  a 
" s t a t u s  animarum", not  even a s i n g l e  sheet  of paper, but I found a 
kind of "Church council" .  Chr i s t i ans  who presided over t h e  Sunday 
Service,  kept a couple of l a y  movements going and.even had a 
voluntary c a t e c h i s t  who ins t ruc ted  t h e  catchunens. It was with them 
. t h a t  I discussed t h e  p a s t o r a l  p r i o r i t i e s ,  and it was inev i t ab le  that 
I mentioned the  experience I had made i n  t h e  previous par ish .  

About two months l a t e r  a few of t!wm surpr ised  me with t h e  news 
t h a t  they had s t a r t e d  these neighhurhood communities in  t h e i r  a reas .  
I d i d  n c t  want t o  discourage them, although I d id  not  imagine t h a t  
something very useful  would come out  of it, given m y  p r e v i w s  ex- 
perience. In t h e  meantime I was f u l l y  engaged i n  c l ea r ing  up, samehow, 
t h e  mess I had inher i ted:  preparing f o r  F i r s t  Communion, arranging 
marriages, - e t c .  

About e i g M  months a f t e r  my a r r i v a l  the  p a r i s h  was fo r tuna te  t o  
rece ive  a conmunity of t h r e e  S i s t e r s ,  each one q ~ ~ a l i f i e d  f o r  work in 
a par ish :  ca teches is ,  pas to ra l  theclogy and s o c i a l  work. They agreed 
t o  v i s i t  those  ccmnunities which had sprung up i n  t h e  par ish .  After  
t h r e e  months w e  were able  t o  work ou t  a pas to ra l  prgramme t h a t ,  so 
we f e l t ,  was geared t o  t h e  p r i o r i t y  needs of t h e  par ish .  



The emphasis was c l e a r l y  on forming the  l a i t y  t o  share in t h e  
pas to ra l  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  pa r i sh .  For one year each 
of us  had t r a i n i n g  sess ions  a t  f o r t n i q h t l y  i n t e r v a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  
t h a t  seemed most important:  leadership  i n  t h e  neighhourhood comuni-  
t i e s ,  ca t eches i s ,  marriage guidance and prepara t ion ,  and, f i n a l l y ,  
leading of prayer serv ices  and com~uni ty  r i t e s  (e.g. a t  i n i t i a t i o n  
ceremonies, b u r i a l s ,  e t c . ) .  The format ion  sess ions  were designed 
i n  such a way t h a t  those  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  could very soon put  i n t o  
p r a c t i c e  what they har? learned. 'Thus, gradual ly ,  wz could hand 
over t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of our p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  hands 
of t h e  l a i t y ,  and become more and more f r e e  t o  t r a i n  more people. 
Every year new t r a i n i n g  courses were bnrked out  a s  t h e  needs within 
t h e  community became more apparent.  Even t r a i n i n g  in  socj.al s k i l l s  
was reserved t o  those  who were ready t o  hand on t h e i r  knowledge t o  
o t h e r s  within t h e i r  community. 

Three years  a f t e r  t h e  beginning of t h e  work the  whole p a r i s h  
area  was organized i n t o  t h e s e  neighburhood commuhities, and they  
had taken on, although s t i l l  i n  va t ious  degrees,  t h e  care  of t h e  
s i c k ,  t h e  poor, t h e  newcorners and t h e  v i s i t o r s .  They c o l l e c t e d  and 
p a r t l y  administered the  t i t h e ,  were consulted about rece iv ing  people 
i n t o  the  ranks of catechumens, a-milt admit t ing people t o  baptism, 
about themarriage of people within t h e i r  comunity.  

About once every month t h e  people with a s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
within t h e i r  community n e t  together  a t  p a r i s h  l e v e l  i n  order  t o  
exchange t h e i r  experience, t o  ask  f o r  advice and t o  look f o r  help 
from other  communities i f  within t h e i r  ohm community c e r t a i n  s k i l l s  
were lacking. 

I am aware t h a t  a l l  t h i s  sounds too  good t o  be t rue .  It is, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  necessary t o  p o i n t  out t h a t  not  everythin9 was p l a i n  
s a i l i n g .  Especia l ly  in  t h e  f i r s t  p a r i s h ,  some of t h e  communities 
died again a f t e r  having worked f o r  3 few months. Two nain  reasons 
were respons ib le  fo r  t h i s :  t h e  tn rk  in  t h e  community demanded a kind 
of leadership  t h a t  was very d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  leader-  
s h i ~  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  l a y  apos to la t e  groups, o r  among the ca tech i s t s .  
These people l o s t  t h e i r  inf luence  within a community i f  they  were 
not  a b l e  t o  adapt ,  but they were o f t en  s t i l l  i n f l u e n t i a l  enough t o  
d iv ide  t h e  community. In o ther  ins tances  people with leadership  
q u a l i t i e s  were lacking o r  when they emerged were heing t r ans fe r red  
before they  were a b l e  t o  share t h e i r  l eade r sh ip  with o thers .  

we never forced t h e  people t o  undertake these  comuni ty  'leet- 
i ngs  when they  were not ready t o  accept  t h e  new concept, but they 
usua l ly  became convinced of i t s  advantage a f t e r  seeing t h a t  t h e  
n e i q h h u r i n g  a rea  was very ac t ive .  

This  p a s t o r a l  concept can only be r ea l i zed  i f  t h e  p a s t o r a l  team 
i s  ready t o  hand over r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  even a t  a c e r t a i n  r i s k .  I t  
i s  obvious t h a t  people need a long and continued t r a i n i n g  before being 
competent in t h e i r  tasks .  Giving them responsibility, only a f t e r  they 
have reached t h a t  s tage ,  would discouraqe most of them. 

The second condit ion f o r  i ts  workabil i ty  is t o  accept  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  each community progresses a t  i t s  gwn p c e .  Quite a few coinmunities 
which took a long time ~ e t t i n g  of f  t h e  ground, were t h e  most l i v e l y  
ones l a t e r  on. It t akes ,  t he re fo re ,  a c e r t a i n  subt leness  t o  adapt 



oneself  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  circumstances t h a t  inf luence  a comunity.  
May I mention j u s t  one example: i n  a few communities it seemed i m -  
poss ib le  t o  f ind  a time f o r  t h e  meeting s u i t a b l e  t o  both men and 
women. Grudgingly we agreed that men and women would meet a t  
d i f f e r e n t  times. It proved t o  be a blessing i n  d i sgu i se ,  because 
usual ly  women kept q u i e t  when t h e i r  husbands t e r e  around. Being 
by themselves they spoke up f r e e l y  and thus  developed t h e i r  own con- 
v i c t i o n s ,  which they were not a f r a i d  t o  verbal ize  l a t e r  on even when 
men were present  a t  c e r t a i n  meetings. 

To conclude t h i s  account I want t o  point  out  a f a c t  t h a t  may 
escape someone who has not  l ived  i n  a country l i k e  Zambia f o r  a 
long time. I am convinced that t h i s  p a s t o r a l  concept of n e i g h b u r -  
hood communities o r  "Small Ecc les ia l  Communities", a s  they a r e  o f t en  
c a l l e d ,  succeeded so w e l l  i n  a town, because they managed t o  s a t i s f y  
a need of which w e  were not  even aware i n  t h e  beginning, namely, 
t h e  need f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  l i f e  i n  t h e  extended family 
which they had l e f t  behind i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  and without which they 
f e l t  insecure. The small e c c l e s i a l  community crea ted  a s u b s t i t u t e  
f o r  t h e i r  extended family. 

- end - 



Sr. Marie Clout ier .  SA 

fl'kis i s  t h e  t e x t  of  the  address &en a t  tk SEDOS Seminar on 
U r h i s a t i o n  and hliasion on Deceniber 11, 1984. Mathare VaZZey i s  
tk p o o r a t  and r : 3 ~ 7 :  +e5L;ctk?T r f  i::2 ;>c:.+;.'ii.-cZ ili'szi ' I :  t h e  c i t y  
of Nairobi, Kenya). 

I w i l l  berjin with a few genera l  f a c t s  about Kenya. The popula- 
t i o n  is 17 mi l l ion  of which 60 t o  65% a r e  Chr i s t i ans  and 20% Catholics .  
It is  one of t h e  f a s t e s t  growing populat ions in t h e  world. The 
c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  Nairobi, has a population of one mi l l ion ,  of many t r i b e s ,  
tongues and na t ions ,  including thousands of refugees from e i g h t  
ne ighbouring count r ies .  

A major f e a t u r e  of t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  is t h e  Xathare Valley slum, 
with a populat ion of about 120,000 people, l i v i n g  i n  an area  no 
bigger than one mile by 3 miles. This  amounts t o  50,000 people pe r  
sq. km. whereas in  Nairobi Ci ty ,  t h e r e  is an averarje of 500 people 
pe r  sq. km. 

rrathare Valley i s  a v i s i b i e  r e s u l t  of rapid  urbanisa t ion  and 
a l so ,  a pa in fu l  symptom of deep s o c i a l  e v i l s ,  t h e  main one being the  
growing gap between the  r i c h  and t h e  poor. 

But, whatever t h e  causes  may be and whatever t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
which the  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  should assume, we a r e  faced t h e r e  with 
an immense mission f i e l d .  I n  1977-78, we made an evalua t ion  of what 
our a p o s t o l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r i o r i t i e s  should be a t  our Congregation 
l eve l .  Concerning Kenya, our Major Superiors  encouraged us  t o  inves t  
more i n  t h e  suburbs of Wairobi, because t h a t  i s  where t h e  "populus" 
i s ,  t h a t  i s  where one f i n d s  t h e  q r e t t e s t ,  t h e  deepes t  ma te r i a l ,  
psychological  and moral misery. 

( P r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  I myself had spent  two years  i n  a remote r u r a l  
mission. I received p r a i s e  f o r  t h i s ,  f o r  t h e r e  was no e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
no running water,  roads and bridges were dangerous i n  t h e  r a iny  
seasons, e t c .  But what peace! I t  was a very hea l thy  kind of l i f e ,  
no po l lu t ion  ... But were I t o  be o f fe red  t h e  choice today, I would 
choose an urban mission).  

We then began forming a p a s t o r a l  team which, today, i s  made up 
of th ree  White S i s t e r s  and t h r e e  White Fathers ,  t h e  Fathers  being i n  
charge of the  l a r g e  p a r i s h  of S t .  Theresa ' s ,  Eas t le igh ,  which inc ludes  
t h e  Mathare Valley slum. 

The Valley i s  divided up i n t o  n a t u r a l  v i l l a g e s  and t h e  p a s t o r a l  
team respec t s  these  na tu ra l  d i v i s i o n s  in  t h e  building ? ~ p  of small 
c h r i s t i a n  communities. Zuilding up of Small Chr i s t i an  Communities 
has been t h e  p a s t o r a l  p r i o r i t y  cftheRMECEA Episcopal Conference over 



t h e  p a s t  few years  and I have witnessed t h a t  it develops more quickly 
i n  t h e  slums than i n  t h e  midst of t h e  t a l l  modern bui ld ings  of the  
c a p i t a l  c i ty . .  . 

It is b e a u t i f u l ,  even moving, t o  witness t h e  growth and t h e  l i f e  
of these  bas i c  c h r i s t i a n  communities. There i s  such o p n n e s s ,  such 
r j o d  s o i l  i n  which t h e  Pard of God can qrwx and bear f r u i t ;  t he re  is 
such a sense of h o s p i t a l i t y ,  such freedom i n  pfople who have nothing 
t o  lose ;  volunteer  h e l p r s  a r e  numerous; c a t e c h i s t s  too ,  and they  
h e l p t h e p e o p l e  t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e i r  l o c a l  nroblems and needs, on t h e i r  
human r i g h t s ;  they  encourage mutual help,  r econc i l i a t ion ,  inter-ts-1 
and inter-denominational liming. The regular  prayer meetings and t h e  
occasional  Euchar i s t i c  Celebra t ions  under a s h e l t e r  o r  i n  a  fami ly ' s  
shack have something of t h e  f i r s t  Christmas in Dethleem about them. 

The .@storal team does a  l o t  of home v i s i t i n g  and systematib 
teaching i n  t h e  small communities s p e c i a l l y  during Advent and L e n t ,  
but l o t s  of ca t ech i s ing  is done informally,  " a s  you go", l i k e  J e s u s  
says  i n  t h e  Gospel, t a l k i n g  with t h e  people or  r a t h e r  showing through 
loving presence t h a t  t h e  Kingdom i s  a t  hand. Lots of evangelizing 
is a l s o  done through c h r i s t i a n  witness, e.g. a  poor woman, who has 
chi ldren  and a jobless  husband, rescues a  newborn baby from a 
dus tb in  and br ings  it up a s  her  own... The whole v i l l a g e  loves t h e  
c h i l d  and looks up t o  t h a t  woman; o r  Alexis ,  a  casua l  worker who 
teaches  chi ldren  catechism a f t e r  h i s  work; he Zoes it gra tu i tous ly ,  
while he himself i s  not  always sure of h i s  meals. And a group of 
women t o  whom one of our S i s t e r s  was t o  t each  sewing ... When asked 
t o  express t h e i r  most press ing  needs: " S i s t e r ,  t each  us t o  read,  so 
t h a t  we may read t h e  Vord of God!!" Th- Kingdom i s  a t  hand! The 
poor hear t h e  Good :Jews and o f t e n  from t h e  poor tgmse lves !  And 
t h e r e  we a r e ,  helping a t  t h e  bui ld ing  of t h e s e  c h r i s t i a n  communities... 
The poor do evangelize us, and vie have so much t o  learn ,  t o  r ece ive  
from them! 

I add a few m r d s  ahout our S i s t e r s '  work: needless  t o  say 
t h a t  both planning and choosinq what t o  do a r e  d i f f i c u l t  because 
everything has t o  be done!.. The S i s t e r s  a r e  guided i n  t h e i r  choices 
by t h e i r  personal  charisms: one i s  very  good with the  youth, another  
a t  i den t i fy ing  p t e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  and t r a i n i n g  them; one has a  g i f t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  needed i n  t h a t  type of mission-the g i f t  of " los ing  time", 
simply "being-with" people, not  needing t o  put her  f i n g e r  on some 
concrete achievement a t  t h e  end of a day ... The poor j u s t  love her; 
she makes then  f e e l  good, she makes them f e e l  important,  more d igni -  
f i e d .  

Now, a s  you may know, we a r e  not  t h e  only  ones working in 
Mathare Valley; t h e r e  a r e  l ay  volunteers  from abroad (of d i f f e r e n t  
c h r i s t i a n  denominations) ,  t he re  a r e  o the r  r e l i g i o u s  congregations; 
some l o c a l  congregations have t h e i r  novices do t h e i r  a p o s t o l i c  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Valley. And the re  a r e  ot:ler examples of s o c i a l  and 
p a s t o r a l  c a r e  besides the  s p e c i f i c  one of bui ldinq small c h r i s t i a n  
communities. I ' l l  mention tbv examples which h x ~ e  an impact on both 
Mathare Valley and on the  whole c i t y .  

-Twenty f i v e  yearsago,  a  young Englishmn, born i n  Kenya, founded 
Starehe Boys' Centre t o  c a t e r  f o r  neeciy boys (Primary, Secondary 
and Technical  School l e v e l s ) .  Down t h e  years ,  S tarehe  h a s  picked 
up thousands of young boys frm. t h e  slums and t h e  s t r e e t s  and has 
manaqed t o  make good, d i g n i f i e d  c i t i z e n s  oa t  of them. 



One of S ta rehe ' s  p o l i c i e s  i s  t o  mix those younrjsters with chi ldren  
from middle-class homes and with sons of profess ional  people, even 
government minis ters ,  thus  providing f o r  each c h i l d  a more normal 
environment. Two of our S i s t e r s  teach a t  Starehe,  a s  p a r t  of our 
commitment t o  urban aposto la te .  ( A t  the  moment, the re  is a l s o  a 
m i t e  Father and a J e s u i t  P r i e s t  a t  t h e  Centre) .  

-More recen t ly ,  in  1973, Father A. Grol, a Dutch l h i t e  Father ,  founded 
t h e  Undugu Society of Kenya. ("Undugu" is  a Kiswahili  imrd f o r  
brotherhood/solidarity). This is  a welfare organizat ion which has 
made poss ib le  severa l  expressions of God's car ing  fo r  h i s  people, 
spec ia l ly  t h e  poorest ;  f o r  ins tance ,  it has th ree  informal schools, 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  Valley, f o r  d e s t i t u t e  chi ldren;  it has farming p r o j e c t s ,  
music and s p o r t s  c lubs ;  it has a c luh  fo r  town p r o s t i t u t e s ,  .a c lub  
t h a t  one of our S i s t e r s  has helped over t h e  l a s t  few years;  and it 
has t h e  famous "Parking Boys' Projec t"  t o  g e t  d e s t i t u t e  chi ldren o f f  
t h e  s t r e e t s .  The Undugu Society of Kenya has done a l o t ,  t o t h  i n  
Kenya and abroad, t o  draw people ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  problems caused 
mostly t o  chi ldren  and youths hy rapid population growth and rap id  
urbanisa t  ion. 

In  conclusion, I mention a few quest ions or d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  w e  
came across  and f o r  which, I f e e l ,  t he re  a r e  no ready-made solu t ions :  

( 1 )  Dechr is t ianisa t ion  is creeping i n t o  Nairobi... while, down in t h e  
val ley ,  we a r e  witneses of  very beau t i fu l  c h r i s t i a n  events. So, where 
i s  our presence most urgently needed? 
Besides, where do t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  people l ive?  

-where do they l i v e ,  - t h e  ovrners of the  hunereds and huncirrds of 
slum dwell ings who e x p l o i t  t h e  poor by asking excessive ren t?  

-and where a r e  those who decide t h a t  one londay morning, such 
and such an agqlomeration of slum dwellings should be bulldozed 
o r  s e t  on f i r e ?  

the re  a r e  they? 
Who reaches them? 
Who i s  p o r e s t  in  t h e  end? 

( 2 )  And when it comes t o  our l i f e - s t y l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when it comes 
t o  choosing a p lace  of residence? F5at does iden t i fy ing  with t h e  poor 
mean? What do t h e  poor expect of us? How c lose  can we be i n  i d e n t i -  
f  i c a t i o n  with them? 

(3 )  My t h i r d  point  is t h e  question of both accu l tu ra t ion  and incul-  
t u r a t i o n  in  an urhan mi l ieu  where the re  j.s such a mixture of cu l tu res .  
What do we do a b u t -  
- children who do not  know any t r i b a l  language, only Enqlish? 
- young people who do not  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  the t r a d i t i o n a l  

ways and values? 
- missionaries who learn  a "passe-partout" (master-key type) lanquaqe 

l i k e  Kiswahili ,  i n  order  t o  reach a s  many people a s  possible? For 
most of t h e  people who know Kiswahili ,  it is s t i l l  not  t h e i r  mother 
tongue.. . 

I could go on hut I am sure  you sense t h e  complexit ies  of the  
s i t u a t i o n  with which we a r e  involveci. 



And a l a s t  concluding comment: t h e  next  In t e rna t iona l  ~ u c h a r i s t i c  
Congress w i l l  t ake  p lace  in  Nairobi in August'85. It w i l l  t ake  p lace  
t e n  minutes' walk from the  slums... " W i l l  t h e  poor be reached?" was 
one of t h e  f i r s t  quest ions asked. There i s  a n  in t ense  faith-deepening 
programme going on a s  a preparat ion f o r  t h e  Congress and I have 
j u s t  heard t h a t  t h e  Nairobi prepara t ions  began f i r s t  i n  Xathare. 
The poor of t h e  Valley a r e  being reached! 

Thank you. 



P i e r r e  Delooz 

(Pierre DeZooz was responsible for the  1984, No. 4 BuZZetin 
of PRO MUNDI VITA ar t i t zed  'MegaZopoZis '. In  h i s  address 
t o  the  SEDOS Seminar he singled out some of the  {mjor  
themes dea7.t wi th  i n  tht BuZZetin and asked the  question 
whether the  questions reaZZy are pastoraZ ?) 

I cannot summarize t h e  P.M.V. Bu l l e t in  i n  t h i s  shor t  address.  
I recommend you read it. The French t r a n s l a t i o n  appeared t h i s  
week. It has already appeared i n  English and l i k e  a l l  t h e  P.M.V. 
Bu l l e t ins  w i l l  be published a l s o  i n  Spanish and German. What I 
can t r y  t o  do is t o  propose two or  t h r e e  themes f o r  your meditat ion 
and discussion.  

When you a r r i v e  by plane in  flexico City on a Mexican A i r l i n e  
you hear a l i t t l e  voice saying "You a r e  welcome t o  Mexico Ci ty ,  t h e  
l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  world". It has over 15,000.000 inhab i t an t s  - 
almost t h e  same a s  t h e  whole population of Kenya; t h e r e  a r e  2,600 
more inhab i t an t s  each day; by t h e  year 2000 AD it w i l l  have over 
30.000.000. 

There a r e  a t  l e a s t  two unique problems i n  t h e  world today: 

i) Peace and War 
ii) Overpopulation - s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  poor coun t r i e s  

Are t h e s e  problems r e a l l y  p a s t o r a l  ones ? 

When i n  t h e  n ine teenth  and a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  twent ie th  
century Western miss ionar ies  - a l o t  of them s t i l l  l i v i n g  today - 
went out  t o  the  four  corners  of t h e  world, they went out  t o  serve  
people in  r u r a l  a reas ,  f o r  one-tenth of t h e  people i n  non-western 
coun t r i e s  l i ved  i n  towns. Today, however, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  has changed 
completely and, between now and t h e  end of t h e  century,  two-thirds of 
these  people w i l l  be l i v i n g  in c i t i e s .  The whole way i n  which 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  is presented w i l l  r equ i re  t o  t ake  account of t h i s .  

But why ? How can t h e  Church, t h e  Churches, make manifest t h e  
d iv ine  i n i t i a t i v e  of t h e  Gospel in  t h e  concrete s i t u a t i o n  of urban 
growth ? Pope Paul t h e  S ix th  responded modestly, i n  a message t o  a 
Congress on Urbanization and Pas to ra l  care ;  " the s i t u a t i o n  i s  s o  un- 
precedented t h a t  it c a l l s  f o r  a new way of being c h r i s t i a n  and of pro- 
claiming the  Gospel, consequently " l e t  us seek together".  I cannot 
be l e s s  modest than t h e  Pope and thus  I have t o  say " l e t  us  seek to-  
gether".  But i n  what d i r e c t i o n  ? 



The s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  s u p e r c i t i e s  is a chaot ic  co l l ec t ion  of 
vas t  problems and of d a i l y  chanqing problems. A l l  so lu t ions  a r e  des- 
pe ra te ,  complex, uncertain.  Can we do nore than t o  i d e n t i f y  some of 
the  p r i n c i p a l  problems from a p a s t o r a l  point  of view ? 

But a p a s t o r a l  po in t  of view supports  a s p e c i f i c a l l y  Chr is t ian  
v i s ion  of the  c i t y  from a theologica l  po in t  of view. Is t h e r e  a 
theolocjy of t h e  C i ty  ? 

Unfortunately f o r  my speech t h e r e  a r e  many theologica l  p o i n t s  
of view and l i k e  everybody I have t o  make a choice. But on what c r i -  
t e r i o n  ? The people t o  whom the  Church seeks t o  bring t h e  Gospel is 
increas ingly  concentrated i n  la rge  urban cent res .  Such a t ransfonn- 
a t i o n  has never been seen before and t h e  Church, l i k e  everyone e l s e ,  
lacks  experience i n  dea l ing  with t h e  problem. She has t o  look beyond 
t h e  ready-made so lu t ions  which t h e  p a s t  has provided. But once more 
i n  what d i r e c t i o n ?  

Have we t o  p r a i s e  t h e  c i t y  a s  t h e  provident ia l  p lace  of a pos- 
s i b l e  human l i b e r a t i o n ,  c h o o s i n ~  t h e  po in t  of view of a c a r e f u l ,  posi-  
t i v e ,  non marxist l i b e r a t i o n  theology 7 O r  have we, following a par-  
t i c u l a r  but well founded reading of t h e  Bible,  t o  condemn t h e  monstrolls 
superc i ty  a s  a place of human arrog&ce, and choose t o  proclaim 
sa lva t ion  a s  d id  Pe te r  and Paul i n  t h e  Rome of t h e i r  day, where they 
made no attempt t o  so lve  t h e  overcrowding, educational ,  housing and 
public  hea l th  problems, and where they d i d  not  concern themselves with 
urbanizat ion.  They spoke of Jesus  and Jesus  dead and r i s e n  ? 

But is it not  t o o  l a t e  f o r  choice ? And t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  so  
d i f f e r e n t  ! In t h e  developed coun t r i e s ,  t h e  o ld  s u p e r c i t i e s  such as 
London o r  New York, a r e  decl ining.  The Churches remain major i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  but compartmentalized. Each church c a r e s  f o r  i t s  own decl in-  
ing number of members i n  a context  of genera l  dechr i s t i an iza t ion .  

In t h e  developing coun t r i e s  a t  l e a s t  two s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  very 
d i f f e r e n t .  The emerging s u p e r c i t i e s  such a s  Mexico Ci ty ,  Manila o r  
Sao Paulo a r e ,  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  c h r i s t i a n  c i t i e s ,  where t h e  Catholic  
Church is present  with bishops, p r i e s t s ,  nuns, l ay  people, bas ic  com- 
munit ies  and par ishes .  The Church plays a r o l e  of s o c i a l  in t eg ra t ion .  
But on the  cont rary ,  i n  other  developing coun t r i e s ,  t h e  emerging super- 
c i t i e s  a s  Cairo, Tokyo, Bombay, J a k a r t a  a r e  not  a t  a l l  c h r i s t i a n .  The 
Churches t h e r e  a r e  only t i n y  minor i t i e s ,  unable t o  play a r o l e  of 
s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  unable t o  influence t h e  urban problems. 
What kind of p a s t o r a l  ca re  - and p a s t o r a l  theology - could be c m o n  
t o  such d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  ? None a t  a l l .  And t h a t  could be our 
f i r s t  modest conclusion: no genera l  p a s t o r a l  guide could be adapted 
t o  fit a l l  these  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  

Zach Chr i s t i an  community has t o  s t a r t  from sc ra tch ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  
t h e  s igns  of i ts  own time, being responsible f o r  i ts  own answer, know- 
ing t h a t  it is not  building t h e  c e l e s t i a l  Jerusalem on e a r t h  which God 
w i l l  g ive ,  w i l l  bu i ld  one-day before nankind. 

This  negative conclusion could be extremely useful  i f  it provides 
us with peace, i n i t i a t i v e ,  a sense of hunour, and i f  it leads  t o  a 
v a r i e t y  of p a s t o r a l  programmes emerging a s  a r e s u l t  of a dialogue bet-  
ween t h e  needs of t h e  people i n  t h e  urban area  and t h e  t a l e n t s  of pa- 
s t o r a l  team members. 



But maybe we have a l s o  t o  pursue our r e f l e c t i o n ,  our meditation 
i n  another d i rec t ion .  In most of t h e  Chr is t ian  cen t res  a f fec ted  by 
t h e  growing urbanization it seems t h a t  secularism, indi f ference ,  in-  
d i f f e ren t i sm erodes the  Chr i s t i an  l i f e  and even t h e  r e l i g i o u s  capaci- 
t i e s  of many migrants t o  t h e  superc i t i e s ,  - Britons i n  P a r i s ,  I r i s h -  
men in h n d o n ,  and I t a l i a n s  in  New York. But no t  s o  in the  Hindu 
and Muslim cent res .  The urb-m l i f e s t y l e ,  it seems, is not on t h e  
f r inge  of t h e  Islamic system, it is t h e  system. 

For Muslims, c i t i e s  o f t en  possess a specia l  s a n c t i t y  and a r e  
regarded a s  the  so le  places i n  which a f u l l  and t r u l y  Muslim l i f e  may 
be l ived a s  i f  Is lam's  r e l i g i o u s  goals  and r i t u a l s  were more e a s i l y  
achieved in an urban context.  But why does the  Muslim no t  s u f f e r  
t h e  same c u l t u r e  shock i n  moving from the  town t o  t h e  c i t y  o r  f r w  
the  ~ r a l  t o  t h e  urban area  ? The usual urban problems, - over-popu- 
l a t i o n ,  housing, education, unemployment, family planning, heal th ,  
t r anspor ta t ion ,  e t c .  - remain problems a l s o  i n  Muslim s u p e r c i t i e s  
such a s  Cairo, Bagdad, Damascus, Teheran, Karachi o r  Dacca. Their  
growth is a l s o  p a r a s i t i c  and c r e a t e s  severe needs for  t h e  poor, but 
seems more manageable i n  t h e  framework of t h e  Islamic Fai th .  

\*hat does a l l  t h i s  mean f o r  us ? Does C h r i s t i a n i t y  r e a l l y  make 
people more.vulnerable i n  t h e  s u p e r c i t i e s  ? For India ,  t h e  Harvard 
- Bhubaneshwar P ro jec t ,  f o r  ins tance ,  had s tud ied  f o r  twelve years  
(between 1961 and 1973) the  transformation of an o ld  sacred  town i n  a 
modern c i t y  founded t o  be t h e  c a p i t a l  of the  S t a t e  of Orissa,  a s i t u a -  
t ion  which seemed t h e  i d e a l  context  f o r  studying t h i s  p a r t  of our 
problem. The r e s u l t s  a r e  c l ea r .  "Religion i s  ne i the r  d i s i n t e g r a t -  
ing  nor secu la r i z ing  ... new expressions of r e l ig ion  have developed 
t h a t  c r e a t i v e l y  u t i l i z e  t r a d i t i o n a l  elements" (1). 

Have we something t o  l ea rn  from t h e  Islamic experience of t h e  
s u p e r c i t i e s  ? Is it maybe poss ib le ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  not  e n t i r e l y  u topic ,  
i n  Is lamic countr ies ,  t o  have exper ien t i a l  c h r i s t i a n  communities which 
a r e  unafraid t o  a f f i rm the v a l i d i t y  of t h e i r  i.luslim c u l t u r a l  roo t s  and 
yet  who, a t  t h e  same time a r e  unafraid t o  af f i rm Jesus a s  the f i n a l  
prophet of God i n  t h e  very middle of the Megalapolis ? i2) .  

Can t h e  same be r e l a t i v e l y  t r u e  f o r  Hinduism ? I t  is extremely 
hard t o  answer these  quest ions.  Almost no Chr is t ian  scholarship  
e x i s t s  t h a t  has even begun t o  study t h e  Muslim and the H i n d u c i t y  a s  a 
f i e l d  of experience f o r  us. 

(1) See Seymaour ( e d ) ,  The Transformation of a Sacred Town: 
Bhubaneshwar, India ,  Boulder (Col . ) ,  Mestview Press,  1980. 

(2 )  See t h e  Westminister Theological Seminary, Urban r.lission 
Programme, September, 1984. 



Fina l ly  I would express a personal  conclusion a f t e r  a ca re fu l  
study of the  problems of pas to ra l  prqrammes for  t h e  superc i t i e s :  
t h e  p laus ib le  answers given by t h e  Churches confronting t h e  problems 
of t h e  s u p e r c i t i e s  a r e  a t  t h e  one and t h e  same t i m e  so  generous and 
s o  d i f f e r e n t ,  not t o  say s o  contradictory.  I c i t e  some examples 
which show t h a t  many contradic tory  proposi t ions seem equally t rue :  

- Pas to ra l  ca re  has t o  be cent ra l ized;  

o r  pas to ra l  care  has t o  be decentral ized.  

- The number of par ishes  should be increased;  

o r ,  t h e  par ishes  a r e  outdated and should be replaced by 
bas ic  communities. 

- Schools and hosp i t a l s  a re  despera te ly  needed; 

o r ,  schools and hosp i t a l s  a r e  obs tac les  t o  t r u e  evangel ica l  
mission. 

- The Churches should avoid p o l i t i c a l  implicat ions;  

o r ,  t h e  poor a r e  t o t a l l y  a l ienated  by p o l i t i c a l  oppression 
and t h e  Churches have t o  be revolutionary. 

- The most needed services  i n  s u p e r c i t i e s  a r e  family ones, 

including b i r t h  con t ro l  a s s i s t ance ,  thus ,  t h e  churches have 
t o  be involved i n  t h i s ;  
o r ,  J e sus  has a r e s t r i c t i v e  a t t i t u d e  vis-B-vis the  family, 
thus  e t c .  e t c .  

Maybe t h e  Churches do no t  see  t h e  t r u e  quest ion because they 
a r e  too  deeply implicated i n  t h e  western way of thinking,    he^ 
th ink i n  terms of ef f ic iency.  They believe t h a t  t h e  hudmn vocat- 
ion i s  t o  be e f f i c i e n t  and t h a t  t h e  c h r i s t i a n  Vocotion dup l i ca tes ,  
i n  the  r e l i g i o u s  f i e l d ,  t h e  human vocation. 

The rap id  growth of the  c i t i e s  is changtng the  world da i ly  i n  
such a way t h a t  we experience t h e  l i m i t s  of "Western" ef f ic iency.  
Is it perhaps a provident ia l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  us ,  t o  become aware of 
the  f a c t  t h a t  a new measure of our vocation os human beings i s  
necessary, and a l s o  a new form of our Chr i s t i an  vocation. 

Exploding s u p e r c i t i e s  c a l l  us t o  perspicaci ty  and t o  magna- 
nimity but a l s o  t o  humanity ond t o  readiness t o  l i s t e n  t o  new 
designs of God, new designs which we a r e  enabled t o  perceive only 
when, a f t e r  much i n t e l l i g e n t  and couracjeous e f f o r t s ,  we come t o  
see ourse lves ,  without losing hea r t ,  a s  unprof i table  servants ,  
' s e r v i  i n u t i l e s ' .  



MISSIQIJ AND URBANIWICN 

The d iscuss ion  centred mainly on p o i n t s  r a i s e d  i n  P i e r r e  Delooz's 
paper. The preceding papers  provided i n s i q h t s  i n t o  t w o  urban s i t u a t i o n s  
both located i n  East Afr ica ,  Andrew Edele 's  paper descr ib ing  t h e  evolut-  
ion of a  p a s t o r a l  programme based on t h e  growth of neighbourhood com- 
munit ies  i n  a  Lusaka p a r i s h  and Marie C l o u t i e r ' s ,  descr ib ing  how t h e i r  
p a s t o r a l  team "accompanied" the  building up of bas ic  c h r i s t i a n  communi- 
t i e s  i n  t h e  notorious Mathare Valley of Nairobi c i t y .  P i e r r e ' s  opening 
remark t h a t  the  population of Plexico Ci ty  alone i s  today a s  g r e a t  a s  t h e  
population of t h e  whole of Kenya s t a r t l e d  us. And he wiaened o w  hori-  
zcns out  t o  the  Is lamic,  Hindu and o ther  s u p e r c i t i e s  of t h e  world in many 
of which t h e  Chr i s t i an  community i s  but a  t i n y  minority. 

Speakers i n  the  d iscuss ion  quickly i d e n t i f i e d  two a r e a s  thar: had not  
received s p e c i f i c  a t t e n t i o n ,  - t h e  phenomenal growth of communications 
a s  witnessed, f o r  example, by t h e  mass a v a i l a b i l i t y  of video equipment 
and f i lms ,  and t h e  problem of d rug-ad i l i c t i~n  now world wide in i t s  per-  
vasiveness. Both tnese  have p a r t i c u l a r  relevance t o  pas to ra l  i n i t i a -  
t i v e s  i n  t h e  supe rc i t i e s .  A t h i r d  f a c t o r  which emerged was t h e  over- 
r i d i n g  problem of poverty a s  a  key element i n  any or  a l l  superc i ty  
pas to ra l  programmes. 

There was much quest ioning around P i e r r e  Delooz's t reatment  of 
lluslim o r  Hindu adaptat ion t o  the  s u p e r c i t i e s ,  where these  r e l i g i o n s  ap- 
peared t o  t h r i v e  and even f ind  t h e i r  f u l l e r  development. In c o n t r a s t  
t h e r e  was the  l o s s  of r e l i g i o u s  i d e n t i t y  Sy Chr i s t i ans  who g r a v i t a t e 3  t o  
the  c i t i e s ,  "Britons i n  Pa r i s ,  I r i s h  i n  London, I t a l i a n s  i n  New York". 
While some questioned h i s  claim t h a t  Islam and Hinduism survived w e l l  i n  
t h p r e s s u r e s  of the  supe rc i ty  many sought r a t h e r  f o r  reasons t o  expla in  
t h i s  phenomenon. 

"Western" C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  l a r g e l y  t h e  p r i sone r  of i t s  okn c u l t u r a l  
and h i s t o r i c a l  he r i t age  and has not r e a l l y  been f r e e  t o  incarnate  i t s e l f  
in a l i e n  s o i l .  "Efficiency" i s  indeed one of i t s  main hallmarks every- 
where and tends  t o  be the  touchstone f o r  judging Church organisa t ions ,  
expressions of f a i t h ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with p o l i t i c s ,  e t c .  How does t h e  
c r i t e r i o n  of "ef f ic iency"  apply t o  the  l a r g e  urban sprawls, t h e  Lat in  
Anerican f a v e l l a e ,  t h e  pe r iphe r i e s  of a  Calcut ta  o r  a  Sao Paulo ? How 
can people be contacted? How do they  r e l a t e  t~ one another  within t h e i r  
Chr i s t i an  he r i t age  o r  with t h e i r  ncighbours, Is lamic o r  Hindu o r  of o the r  
r e l i g i o n s  ? 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r f l i q i o n  and c u l t u r e  i s  fundamental i n  
at tempting any i n i t i a t i v e .  Someone remarked t h a t  where ten  iiindus were 
together  t h e r e  was 'ound "Hinduism" while a  s imi la r  group of Chri- 
s t i a n s  necess i t a t ed  sacraments, a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with p r i e s t n o d ,  obser- 
vances, s t ruc tu res .  What i s  t h e  essence of being a  Chr i s t i an  i n  t h e  
superc i ty  ? Vhen considering t h e  gap between gospel and c u l t u r e  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  should not  always be laic3 on the  s ide  of cu l tu re .  

Islam exe rc i ses  considerable s o c i a l  pressures  while C h r i s t i a n i t y  has 
emphasized individual  va lues  and r i g h t s .  Perhaps t h i s  emphasis needs 

Continued on page 33 



TIIESDAY, DXEMlER l l th ,  1934. 

The meeting was chai red  by Fr. Henry Heekeren, SVD, Pres ident  of 
SEDOS. There were f i f t y - e i g h t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of whom thir ty-two had 
vot ing  r i r jh ts  a s  r ep resen ta t ives  of member s o c i e t i e s .  

Minute 84/1 Confirmation of the  Minutes of t h e  Annual General Meeting 
held on December l l t h ,  1984. 

a s  proposed by Sr .  Betty Ann naheu, MM, seconded by Fr. Francis  ~ e o k g e ,  
O N I ,  and approved unanimously. 

84/2. Elec t ion  of Vice Pres ident  and 
two Bxecutive Committee Members: On a f i r s t  b a l l o t  t h e  

following were e lec ted:  

v i ce  Pres ident  - Sr .  Helen McLaughlin, RSCJ, Superior  General 

(Socie ty  of the  Sacred Heart of J e s u s ) ;  - 
Committee Plembers - Fr. Elichael F i t zge ra ld ,  P A ,  (Missionaries  

of A f r i c a ) ,  and - Sr. Margaret Loftus, SMDN, ( S i s t e r s  of 
Notre Dame de Wamur) . 

The Pres ident  congra tu la ted  t h e  now members of  t h e  Committee and 
thanked t h e  outgoing Vice Pres ident ,  Sr .  Marciana O'Keefe, NDA, and 
Sr .  Chr i s t ine  Middelhoff f o r  t h e i r  devoted Service t o  SBDOS on t h e  
Committee. 

83/3. F inancia l  Report December 1, 1964 t o  Nov. 30, 1985: The 
Treasurer  

Fr.  Leo Paul N o k r t ,  0111, presented t h e  Statement of Income and Ex- 
pendi ture  which showed a n e t  d e f i c i t  of ITL.22.059.014. Over t h e  
p a s t  few years  t h e r e  had been an important increase  of expenses due t o  
adjustment of s a l a r i e s  and t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  of our l ay  employees i n  
Socia l  Secur i ty .  Also t h e  change from r e l i g i o u s  t o  l ay  s t a f f  was 
very expensive but it was now complete. Expenses w i l l  increase  l e s s  
dramat ica l ly  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i n  s t e p  with i n f l a t i o n :  

For t h e  year 1985, an increase  of 10% is foreseen and would g ive  t h e  
following expenses : 

Operating expenses: ITL. 20.750.000 
Bul le t  i n  : 10.500.000 
Personnel : 66.000.000 

TOTAL OF EXPRiSES 97.250.000 

The income t o  cover t h e  expenses could be budgeted a s  follows: 

Bank I n t e r e s t :  9.000.000 
Royal t ies  : 400.000 
Refunds (mostlv f o r  b u l l e t i n )  4.000.000 
Contr ibut ions needed 

TOTAL 97.2 50.000 - 



To obta in  such an amount, t h e  menbership f e e s  have t o  be: 

47 members x ITL 1.612.500 = 75.787.500 
10 x 806.250 = 8.052.500 - 

83.850.000 

The Treasurer  pointed out  t h a t  membership fees  have remained 
s t a t ionery  f o r  th ree  yea r s  a t  ITL 750.000. In  1982 t h i s  was t h e  
equivalent  of USP630; now, it is  t h e  equivalent  of US$ 402. 

He then examined poss ib le  ways t o  c u r t a i l  expenditure but any 
one of t h e s e  would seem t o  r e s u l t  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  SEWS. 

F ina l ly  he suggested th ree  poss ib le  so lu t ions  by an increase i n  
membership fees ,  one a minimal change, one a compromise and a t h i r d  - 
which he considered t h e  bes t .  This l a t t e r  would mean an inc tease  i n  
Annual Membership f e e s  t o  --- US$ 865 - t h e  equivafient of ITL l._612i500 - 
and acceptat ion of the  p r i n c i p l e  of an increase  every yea* t h e r e a f t e r  
according t o  t h e  r a t e  of i n f l a t i o n .  

In Che disqussion following t h e  T; 
points were made: 

(1) Circula te  t h e  Financial  Report i n  advance of t h e  Annual Meeting 
t o  enable t h e  General Councils of Member Soc ie t i e s  t o  d i scuss  it. 
(AGREED) 
The Treasurer w i l l  base fu tu re  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  on a f i n a n c i a l  
year ending on October 31 and w i l l  c i r c u l a t e  t h e  Report before 
t h e  Annual Meeting. 

(2 )  Divide t h e  Treasurer ' s  proposed solu t ion  i n t o  two separa te  pro- 
p o s i t  ions: 
( a )  t h e  proposed increase  i n  1985; 
(b)  t h e  f u r t h e r  annual increase i n  accordance with i n f l a t i o n .  
(AGREED) 

( 3 )  Consider t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of increas ing membership by having a 
Spanish and I t a l i a n  version of SEDOS Bullet in.  This  however vould 
mean a considerable increase  i n  s t a f f  and o ther  expenses and would 
need thorough examination. I! t r a n s l a t i o n  of p a r t s  of the  Bul le t in  
could be inves t iga ted  i n i t i a l l y .  

(4) Consider publishing the  SSDOS Bul le t in  once a month ins tead  of 
every two weeks and pcss ib ly  increasing the s i z e  of t h i s  one 
monthly issue.  Also consider mailing by ordinary mail r a t h e r  than 
air-mail.  

The Executive Secretary agreed t o  car ry  out  a  p o l l  of t h e  Bul le t in  
readership e a r l y  i n  1985 regerding these  and other  points .  

84/4 The President  then put t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of the  Treasure r ' s  proposal 
t o  t h e  Meeting. 

PROPOSAL: THAT I N  1985 AWWL !:E:flBERSHIP FEES BE ITL 1.612.500 
(US$ 865) FOR I~EIEIERS WHOSE GENEFAJLLATES ARE I F 1  ROME AND ITL 806.250 
FOR MEMBERS VXOSE GENERALATES AhZ OVERSEAS. 



The proposi t ion was agreed by an absolute  major i ty  of 17. 
Some delegates  abstained a s  they had not  been ab le  t o  contact  
t h e i r  General Councils. 

84/5 The second p a r t  of t h e  proposal: "acceptat ion of the  p r i n c i p l e  of 
increas ing f e e s  each year according t o  t h e  r a t e  of i n f l a t i o n " ,  was 
wittdrawn by the  Treasurer.  

84/6 Approval of t h e  Einancial  Report 1984 and Budget 1985 

In t h e  discussion p r i o r  t o  t h i s  proposal t h e  following po in t s  
were made: 

(1) I t  was suggested t h a t  t h e r e  should be a d r i v e  f o r  increased 
membership espec ia l ly  among non-English I n s t i t u t e s .  (AGREED) 

( 2 )  In t h i s  connection it was suggested t h a t  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r s  and 
information, f o r  example, about SEDOS meetings should not  be 
i n  English only. (AGREED) 

(3)  The Pres ident  then moved t h e  approval of t h e  Financial  R e p r t  
and t h e  Budget. 
PROPOSAL: THAT THE 1984 FINANCIAL REPORT AND THE 1985 BUDGET 

BE APPROVED. 
Proposed: Sr.  Chr i s t ine  Middelhoff. Seconded: Fr. William 

Halliden 
Approved unanimously. 

84/7 Vote of Thanks t o  t h e  Treasurer:  The President  thanked Fr. Leo 
Paul Nobert, s ince re ly  f o r  

ca r ing  ao e f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  t h e  SBDOS finances which he d i d  generously 
a s  a v o l m t a r y  service  t o  SEDOS. The members of t h e  Assembly recorded 
t h e i r  apprecia t ion  with applause' 

84/8 8: The Report had been 
c i rcu la ted  p r i o r  t o  

the  meeting. The Secretary re fe r red  t o  the  various sec t ions  of t h e  
Report: increase  i n  SEDOS membership during the year;  the  var ious  
Seminars which were held and a review of t h e  programme of Seminars 
over t h e  three-year per iod  s ince  the  1931 Research Seminar; informal 
up-dating meetings; SEDOS Bul le t in  and Documentation Centre; collabo- 
r a t i o n  with o ther  organisa t ions ;  review of 1983 General Assembly; t h e  
present  Sec re ta r i a t e ;  fu tu re  p lans  f o r  SEDOS Seminars; world refugees;  
l i b e r a t i o n  theology; incu l tu ra t ion .  The Assembly then went on t o  
d i scuss  some matters  a r i s i n g  from the  Report: 

1) -: The th ree  such meetings held in  1984 
were valuable and of considerable service  

t o  i n t e r e s t e d  members. >lore should be held. SEDOS members should take 
more i n i t i a t i v e s ,  informing t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t e  o r  one another of t h e  v i s -  
i t s  t o ,  o r  presence i n  Rome, of members i n  t h e i r  S o c i e t i e s  who could 
share valuable information about p a r t i c u l a r  places o r  s i t u a t i o n s  of 
mission. There i s  unique wealth of information ava i l ab le  among SEDOS 
members in Rome and we should do more t o  share i t  and r e f l e c t  upon it 
together .  Such p r a c t i c a l  sharing a t  the personal l eve l  has g rea t  poten- 
t i a l  f o r  SEDOS. The President  supported s t rongly  t h i s  comment of Fr. Mike 
Fi tzgera ld  and drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  newly published SEWS STATISTICS 1984. 
This valuable source of information on t h e  numbers of SEDOS members present  



i n  d i f f e r e n t  countries could be used f o r  contacts  between t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
I n s t i t u t e s .  It could f a c i l i t a t e  i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  col labora t ion between 
t h e  various members a t  t h e  present  time when many l~lissionary I n s t i t u t e s  
a r e  moving i n t o  new a reas  of work. 

Sr. Flargaret Loftus ( S N D N )  a l s o  supported t h i s  idea of "being 
sharers". She was g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  S t a t i s t i c s  being now ava i l ab le  and 
hoped t h a t  members would contact each o the r ,  f o r  example, when going 
t o  v i s i t  a reas  of concern (e.g. Central  American countr ies)  from where 
it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  get  information. 

Sr. Monica Meehan (RGS) remarked t h a t  a valuable source of inform- 
a t ion  and exchange was avai lable  during t h e  Plenary Sessions of Council- 
l o r s  held by t h e  d i f f e r e n t  I n s t i t u t e s  once o r  twice a year here i n  Rome. 
These were times when sharing between SEDOS members could be very pro- 
f i t a b l e .  

AGREED - t h a t  members take  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  helping t h e  Secre ta r i a te  
t o  arrange informal meetings f o r  sharing information and r e f l e c t i n g  on 
it together.  

2 )  Refugees: Arising from the  SEDOS Seminar on Refugees, Fr. Herman 
Wijtten, SVD, drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  a valuable service  

which SEDOS members could o f f e r .  The SVD had contacted t h e i r  members 
l i v i n g  i n  USA and Canada requesting them t o  meet refugees who were a r -  
r iv ing  from Rome. Even though the  refugees had k e n  sponsored i n  these  
countr ies ,  t h e  sponsors were not  l ega l ly  bound t o  take respons ib i l i ty  
f o r  the  refugees. It sometimes happened t h a t  refugees were placed i n  
very d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s  in  ghet tos  o r  slum areas  of large  c i t i e s .  A 

l e t t e r  t o  one 's  own fel low memhers o r  t o  members of another I n s t i t u t e  
could help g rea t ly  t o  ease  t h e  problem of en t ry  i n t o  strange new 
s i t u a t i o n s .  

3 )  Liberation Theology: The meeting discussed what ac t ion SEDOS 
could take i n  the wake of the  Declaration of 

the  Congregation f o r  Doctrine and Fa i th  on Liberation Theology. The 
President  suggested t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of forming a SubCommittee of about 
s i x  members t o  d r a f t  a statement about t h i s  document. I t  w u l d  aim a t  
emphasizing the  pos i t ive  elaments of the document and be a source of 
af f i rmat ion t o  SEDOS members working i n  s i t u a t i o n s  where theologies of 
l ibe ra t ion  E r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  concern. The d r a f t  statement would be 
c i rcu la ted  t o  members f o r  endorsement a t  the  V i l l a  Cavalkt t i  meeting i n  
March. Fr. Amaladoss, SJ, f e l t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  react ion t o  t h e  Declaration 
was perhaps unnecessary. P a r t s  of it were already t h e  subject  of 
questioning from other  Curial  o f f i c e s  here i n  Rome i t s e l f .  Bet ter ,  there-  
f o r e ,  t o  build r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  document i n t o  the  Ptepardtory meetings 
which would be held before t h e  March '84 Seminar on J u s t i c e  and Evange- 
l i z a t i o n  a t  Vi l l a  C a v a l l e t t i ,  where i t  would be p a r t  of the  Seminar 
discussions. 

Fr. Louis Brennan, OFM, emphasized t h e  seriousness of t h e  debate a- 
round l i b e r a t i o n  theologies  today and deplored t h e  po la r i sa t ion  which 
threatened t o  emerge. There was a r e a l  danger t h a t  po la r i sa t ion  would 
d r ive  f u r t h e r  apar t ,  people who had s incere  and valuable contr ibut ions  
t o  make t o  the debate from both sides.  SEDOS should work t o  overcome 
t h i s  po la r i sa t ion  and should consider i n i t i a t i v e s  which would f a c i l i t a t e  
se r ious  theologians of both s ides  r e f l e c t i n g  and studying together - 
sharing t h e i r  i n s i g h t s  r a the r  than being dismissive of each other. A com- 
mon e f f o r t  t o  r e f l e c t  opinions from both s ides  i n  s o  f a r  a s  possible is 
needed. 



AGREED - t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  of l i b e r a t i o n  t h e o l q i e s  would be p a r t  
of t h e  SEDOS prepara tory  groups' m r k  before t h e  V i l l a  

C a v a l l e t t i  Seminar on J u s t i c e  and  vang gel is at ion. Also t h a t  SEDOS 
consider ways of f a c i l i t a t i n g  theologians t o  study and r e f l e c t  t o -  
gether .  

The President  then p u t  the  Executive Sec te ta ry ' s  Annual Report 
t o  t h e  Assembly which approved it with applahse. 

84/9. SEDOS Seminars already-planned: The Executive Secre tary  noted: 

a )  J u s t i c e  and Evangelisation would be t h e  theme of t h e  V i l l a  
C a v a l l e t t i  r e s i d e n t i a l  Seminar 
from 19th - 23rd Ivlarch, 1984. 

b) wand This two day Seminar which had 
been discussed a t  t h e  March, 1983 
SEDOS Seminar w i l l  now be con- 
ducted by t h e  J u s t i c e  and Peace 

Off ice  of the  llajor Super ior ' s  Conferences i n  Rome. The 
venue and o the r  information w i l l  be c i r c u l a t e d  in  t h e  December 
15 i s sue  of SEDOS Bul le t in .  
SEDOS w i l l  cooperate f u l l y  with t h e  J u s t i c e  and Peace Office 
in organising t h e  Seminar. 

84/10. - Proposals f o r  Future SEDOS Seminar Topics. P a r t i c i p a n t s  - 
were requested - 

t o  complete 
t h e  forms c i rcu la ted  a t  t h i s  meeting and t o  r e tu rn  them t o  the  
Sec re ta r i a t e .  

84/11. Refugees: Follow up t o  SEDOS Seminar. The Executive Sec- -- 
r e t a t y  reported t h e r e  
had been H number of 

p r a c t i c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  following the  Seminar. Brother Joe 
Jansen, l i a i s o n  f o r  t h e  Ethiopian kefugees had been unable t o  
a t t end  today 's  meeting, but had conveyed some suggestions t o  
t h e  Secre tary ,  who agreed t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h e s e  a s  an appendix t o  
t h e  minutes. 

84/12. Incu l tu ra t ion  Programme. The demands of incu l tu ra t ion  a r e  
being acknowledged and discovered 
only slowly and with d i f f i c u l t y .  

AGREED: t h a t  SEDOS i n i t i a t e  informal meetings i n  t h e  coming 
year  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  shar ing  and r e f l e c t i n g  among members on 
t h e i r  experiences and experiments in  incu l tu ra t ion .  

84/13. Date of t h e  next  Annual General Meeting: 

Second of December: December 10, 1985. 

The meeting closed a t  18.15 hrs. with a prayer by t h e  Vice- 
Pres ident ,  Sr. Helen McLaughlin, RSCJ. 



Appendix t o  t h e  Minutes: Drother Joe Jansen 's  Proposals - 
(see  Minute 84/11) : - 

a )  T r y  t o  contac t ,  and m r k  i n  c lose  col labora t ion  with 
Diocesan and Par i sh  organisa t ions  i n  those  a r e a s  
where your houses a r e  s i tua ted .  
The poor a r e  found t o  be t h e  most generous in helping 
refugees. There i s  a message here f o r  SEDOS members. 

b) Cooperate i n  se l f -he lp  programmes f o r  refugees. This  
is a long-term programme requir ing  pat ience  and demand- 
ing respect  f o r  t h e  human d i g n i t y  of t h e  refugees. 

C )  Contact your Canadian and USA ConfrSres asking them t o  
help in  every poss ib le  way, t h e  newly a r r i v i n g  refugees  
who have been successful  i n  obtaining v isas .  

d )  T r y  t o  influence t h e  Government through your I t a l i a n  
con tac t s ,  t o  g ran t  recognit ion and s t a t u s  t o  Ethiopian 
refugees who a t  present  a r e  i n  constant  danger of ex- 
pulsion. They have nowhere t o  go. 



x a  mF3 OF THE EXEurrIVE SEcmmRY 

to 

SEDCG m y ,  TlESWiY, DE(3NBX llth 1984 

This  r epor t  covers  t h e  period December 1st 1983 t o  
November 30th, 1984. 

1. THE SEWS EXECWIVE COMMITTEE i s  p resen t ly  cons t i tu t ed  a s  follows: 
(Elected1 

Pres ident  I Fr. Henry Fieekeren, SVD December 1982 
Vice President:  Sr .  Marciana O'Keefe, NDA December 1982. 
Treasurer  : Fr. Leo Paul  Nobert, OF41 December 1902. 

(2nd Term) 
Members : Sr .  C h r i s t i n e  Middelhoff, SA May 1981. 

Fr .  Michael F i t zge ra ld ,  PA December 1981. 
Sr .  Giuseppina Treso ld i ,  MSC December 1982. 
Fr .  Michael Amaladoss, SJ December 1903. 

Executive (Appointed) 
Secre tary  : Fr .  Wil l ie  Jenkinson, CSSp. J u l y  1983 

(2nd Term) 

The Committee met on e i g h t  occasions dur ing  t h e  year. Two 
members, Sr .  Chr i s t ine  Middelhoff, SA, scd Fr .  Mike F i t zge ra ld ,  PA, 
have completed a f i r s t  term of  t h r e e  years.  Fr.  F i t zge ra ld  is 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  re -e lec t ion  but Sr .  C h r i s t i n e  w i l l  no t  be avai lable .  
Sr .  Marciana O'Keefe, llDA t h e  Vice Pres ident  i s  res igning a s  from 
December 1984 due t o  many commitments e n t a i l i n g  her absence from 
Rome. 

2. MEMBERSHIP OF SEWS 

Membership continued t o  increase during t h e  course of t h e  pas t  
year during which f i v e  new members joined. They a r e :  

i) Sacred Heart P r i e s t s  (SSCC) : Superior  General,  Fr.  P a t r i c k  
Bradley, Via Rivarone 05, 
00166,koma; 

Executive Committee Meeting, January 13, 1984. 

ii) Our Lady of t h e  Missions (RXDM): Superior  General, Sr. C l a i r e  
Himbault, v i a  Ferruccio 23; 
00185 Roma. 

Executive Committee Meeting, January 13, 1984. 



iii) F r a t e l l i  d i  San Gabriele (FSGI: Superior General, 9ro. Jean 
Bulteau, v i a  Tr ionfa le ,  
12.840; 00135 Rma. 

Executive Committee Meeting, March 25, 1984. 

iv)  Order of Hospitalers  (Fate Bene F r a t e l l i )  (OH):  
Superior General, Fr. Pier-  
l u i g i  Marchesi, I s o l a  
Tiberina 39; 00186 Rma. 

Executive Committee Meeting, March 25, 1984. 

V )  Medical Missionaries of Mary (MMI"1): Superior General, 
Sr .  Jude walsh. Greenbank ~ - 

Mell, Drogheda, I re land.  
Executive Committee Meeting, September 27th. 1984. 

The t o t a l  number of members is now 57, 22 Soc ie t i e s  of 
women and 35 of men. 

3. SEDOS SEMINARS 

SEWS continues t o  organise t h e  s e r i e s  of Seminars undertaken a s  a 
follow-up t o  t h e  Research Seminar on Mission held in  March 1981. A 
cycle of t h r e e  years w i l l  have been completed with t h e  coming seminar 
a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  in March 19R5. The 1984 s e r i e s  was a s  follows: 

i) S p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  Conf l ic t :  Thomas Cullinan, OSB, was t h e  - 
speaker a t  t h i s  Seminar held in 

December 1984, a t  which the re  were 70 pa r t i c ipan t s .  Fr .  Cul l inan 's  
address was widely re fe r red  t o  following t h e  Seminar and copied by 
members of some Congregations, Although he l i v e s  in Liverpool i n  t h e  
north of England, Fr. Cul l inan 's  address was found re levant  and help- 
f u l  f o r  SEDOS members a s  f a r  away a s  in c o n f l i c t u a l  s i t ~ l a t i o n s  i n  
Brazil.  

ii) Minis t r ies  in  a Dynamic Local Church was t h e  t o p i c  of the  
Resident ia l  Seminar 

held a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  from March 20-24, 19R4. SEDOS members met 
in  neighburhood group meetings in preparat ion f o r  t h i s  Seminar which 
gathered 80 p a r t i c i p a n t s  and was assessed a s  one of the  most success- 
f u l  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  Seminars of the present  s e r i e s .  A competent 
team of resource persons made a se r ious  contr ibut ion t o  t h e  Seminar 
process of r e f l e c t i o n  on m i n i s t r i e s  - old  and new. They were 
Fr. Michael Amaiadoss, SJ,  India  8 Rome; M s .  Pea r l  Drego, India;  
M s .  Catharina Halkes, Nijmegen University, Holland; Fr.  Carlos Pape, 
SVD, Chile & Rome; Fr. David Power, OMI, Catholic University Washing- 
ton and Fr.  Bob Schre i t e r ,  CPPS, Chicago Theological Union. Five 
o ther  resource persons spoke of t h e i r  personal experiences of ministry: 
Pa t r i ck  Aruna Abdulai, S ie r ra  Leone; Sr. Garc ie l la  Estrade, Ecuador; 
Peter  Kungha, Papua New Guinea; Sr.  Sara Casanova Lozada, Guatemala; 
and Faustino Luiz Teixei ras ,  Brazil .  

The Seminar drew up a "Synthesis" of its evaluation of the  present  
s i t u a t i o n  regarding Minis t r ies  today. I t  contains four main sect ions :  



A New Rea l i ty  of Ministry;  

Questions Being Raised; 

Unresolved Tensions i n  t h i s  New Real i ty ;  

Tasks Ahead f o r  Missionary Ins t i tu t e s . .  

The S e c r e t a r i a t e  received many reques ts  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  copies of 
the  f u l l  Seminar Report, which can be found i n  t h e  Spec ia l  I ssue  of 
SEWS Bul l e t in  04/No. 9 and 10 of 1st June, 1984. 

iii) Refgees and Mission: This  Seminar, held on October 31,1984, 
at tended by about e igh ty  persons, was 

moderated by Fr.  Die tar  Scholtz ,  SJ,  a s s i s t e d  by Sr .  P a t r i c i a  F ros t ,  
SSND, and Brother Joe  Jansen,  SM. The Seminar began with a showing 
of t h e  rlCC f i lm  SANCTUARY, a r i c h  source of information and insp i ra -  
t i o n  on t h e  world wide dimension of t h e  refugee problem today. The 
f i lm  has s ince  been projec ted  by a number of member I n s t i t u t e s  here i n  
Rome. The Seminar was very favourably assessed. I t  is  hoped t h a t  
one of i ts r e s u l t s  w i l l  be a g r e a t e r  involvement on t h e  p a r t  of 
SEDOS members in the  problems of refugees here i n  Rome. A number of 
i n i t i a t i v e s  have been taken t o  use t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cha rac te r  of our 
i n s t i t u t e s  f o r  sponsoring refugees and contac t ing  them a f t e r  t h e i r  
a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  US o r  Canada. Information about t h i s  can be found in 
t h e  SEDOS Bul l e t in  Nos. 18 and 1 9  which followed t h e  Seminar. 

The Executive Committee chose t h e  t o p i c s  of these  Seminars 
following consul ta t ion  with members a t  t h e  blarch, 1983, meeting i n  
C a v a l l e t t i .  The Committee decided unanimously t o  continue t h e s e  
annual r e s i d e n t i a l  Seminars a t  v i l i a  C a v a l l e t t i .  

Review of SEDOS Seminar Programme - 1981 - 1984: The t o p i c s  d e a l t  
with in the  t h r e e  

year period a r e  a s  follows: 

T i t l e  of Seminar 

1981 June 

1982 March 

October 

December 

1983 March 

September 

November 

December 

: An Assessment of the  Research Seminar 1901 
and a S e t t i n g  of P r i o r i t i e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  
Planning, Study and Research i n  Mission: (one day) 

: Prepara t ion  and Formation f o r  Future Mission. 
( 5  days) 

: Marxism and Mission i n  Africa.  ( 2  days) 

: Ecumenical Approaches t o  Mission. (one day) 

: Dialogue i n  :lission. ( 5  days) 

: Dialogue with Buddhists. 

: Dialogue with Post-Christ ians.  

(one day) 

(one day) 

: S p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  Conf l ic t .  (one day) 



27 
T i t l e  of Seminar 

1934 March : Flew Minis t r ies  in a Dynamic Local Church. ( 5  days) 

October : l i ission and Refugees. (one day) 

December : Mission and Urbanisation. (one day) 

1985 !!arch : J u s t i c e  and Evangelisation (Planned) ( 5  days) 

4. INFORMAL MEETINGS 

In  addi t ion  t o  i t s  Seminar Programme SEWS organises informal 
meetings t o  g ive  up-to-date information on mission s i tua t ions .  This 
is p a r t  of a se rv ice  of f a c i l i t a t i n g  col labora t ion and mutual support. 
During t h e  pas t  year t h e  following meetings took place: 

i). --date': SEDOS collaborated with t h e  J u s t i c e  and - 
Peace Secre ta r i a te  of t h e  Conferences of 

Religious i n  Rome t o  sponsor a meeting with menbers of t h e  
J u s t i c e  and Peace group of Guatemala. Our v i s i t o r s  spoke of  
increasing harassment of t h e  indigenous population due to  more 
and more sophis t ica ted  rrethods of po l i ce  con t ro l  and t h e  use of 
computer aided technology, which they a t t r i b u t e d  t o  I s r a e l i  
government a i d  proqramnes. After  a s l i g h t  improvement i n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  following t h e  removal of Rios Monte t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  and indigenous Guatemalans f e a r  even more se r ious  
t h r e a t s  t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  and w e l l  k i n g .  

ii). Tchad 'Up-date': Sr. Giuseppina Tresoldi  spoke t o  t h i s  informal 
meeting on June 1 4  following her r e tu rn  from 

her v i s i t  t o  Tchad. She a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  Central  African Repub- 
l i c  and Southern Sudan. She shared valuable information about 
developments i n  t h e s e  a reas  where s i s t e r s  of her Comboniani Con- 
gregation and other  Congregations i n  SEDOS l i v e  i n  very d i f f i -  
c u l t  circumstances. 

iii). Algeria - 'Up-date': Mgr. Henri T e i s s i e r ,  Coadjutor t o  t h e  Arch- 
bishop of Alger, Algeria,  addressed a well 

at tended informal meeting on developments in  Christ ian-Islamic 
dialogue i n  Algeria and other  countr ies  of North Africa. H i s  
commitment t o  dialogue with Pluslims is unshakable and h i s  r e p l i e s  
t o  s p e c i f i c  quest ions about t h e  current  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in dialogue 
were il luminating . 

The present  may not be a time f o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  
dialogue between Chr is t ians  and Muslims but t h e  dialogue of l i f e ,  
t h e  search f o r  what can be done together a t  a purely hunan l e v e l ,  
continues. Both Eluslim and Chr is t ian  recognise they a r e  not  t h e  
same kind of Chr is t ian  o r  Muslin a s  a r e s u l t  of being together.  



5. ,qDOS BULLETIN 

We receive a constant ,  i f  modest request  f o r  t h e  Bul le t in  from 
new readers  although it i s  not advert ised.  The c i r c u l a t i o n  is now 
850 per  i ssue ,  up fran500 th ree  years  ago. Costs have a l s o  increased, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  postage, and s o  t h e  annual subscr ip t ion ,  mainly t o  cover 
p s t a g e ,  has been increased t o  $15 in  Europe and $20 Overseas. The 
mailing arrangements were adjudged excel lent  in  t h e  assessment of t h e  
Bul le t in  c a r r i e d  out  in  1983. 

A s  t h e  Bul le t in  contains news of 'Coming Events' it i s  important 
t h a t  readers  in  Rome receive  it reqularly.  A t  present  it is de l ive r -  
ed t o  t h e  Borgo S. S p i r i t o  J e s u i t  house and the  Brothers of t h e  
Chr is t ian  Schools in  v i a  Aurelia on t h e  1st and 15th of each month. 
However, an increasing number of member Soc ie t i e s  ask t o  have it 
delivered by mail in  Rome a s  t h e  pos ta l  f a c i l i t i e s  have g r e a t l y  i m -  
proved. Also t h e r e  a r e  complaints from the  pick-up-points that 
Bu l l e t ins  a r e  not  co l l ec ted  regular ly .  It might be worth deciding t o  
d e l i v e r  a l l  Bu l l e t ins  by mail and charging fo r  postage. 

Items from t h e  Bul le t in  a r e  f a i r l y  cons tant ly  reproduced i n  many 
o the r  mission magazines. There is evidence a l s o  t h a t  it i s  used by 
members of General adminis t ra t ions  and by readers  in d i s t a n t  mission 
s i tua t ions .  A t  t h e  beginning of 1983 an evaluat ion was c a r r i e d  out .  
We hope t o  repeat  t h i s  i n  1985. 

The quest ion has been ra i sed  whether a Spanish version,  of a t  
l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h e  Bu l l e t in ,  could be produced, p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  
Latin American countr ies  where t h e  Churches a r e  qiving a t t e n t i o n  t o  
developing a missionary dimension in  t h e  aftermath of Puebla. This  
would not  be poss ib le  with present  s t a f f  and f a c i l i t i e s  but t h e  idea 
is worthy of fu r the r  considerat ion.  

The Bul le t in  aims t o  present  t h e  ' c u t t i n g  edge' of mission s i t u a -  
t i o n s  r e f l e c t i n g  both problems and oppor tuni t ies  and t o  r e f l e c t  on 
t h e  theology of mission today p a r t i c u l a r l y  in r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  ex- 
periences of members. There i s  a wealth of mater ia l  ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  
var ious  mission magazines and reviews we receive from members and a l -  
though t h e  Bu l l e t in  i s  issued every two-weeks it i s  not poss ib le  t o  
share  more than a f r ac t ion  of the  valuable i n s i g h t s  coming i n t o  our 
Documentation Centre - t h e  source of the Bul le t in .  The Bul l e t in  a l s o  
contains t h e  Reports of t h e  various SEDOS Seminars and, i n  most 
cases, t h e  f u l l  t e x t s  of t h e  t a l k s  de l ivered  by the resource persons. 

6. SEDOS DOCUMENTATION CENTRE 

In  1984 we began a f e a s i b i l i t y  study on t h e  use of a computer fo r  
t h e  Centre. This  s tudy has not  yet  been completed. The Centre re-  
ceives regular ly ,  seventy-six ' i n t e r n a l '  reviews of Magazines from 
members and eighty-eight  ' ex te rna l '  reviews. In  addi t ion  approximate- 
l y  280 other  items a r e  received on an i r r e g u l a r  bas is .  A bank of over 
f i v e  thousand reference cards provides a r i c h  source of guidance t o  con- 



temporary information and a r t i c l e s  on mission topics .  The Centre i s  
confined t o  mater ia l  covering the  previous ten  years. 

The 'keyworded' cards a r e  l i s t e d  a lphabe t i ca l ly  and contain in- 
formation indica t ing  Author, Country, Subject and I n s t i t u t e  where ap- 
p l icable .  I t  has been f requent ly  remarked t h a t  the  Centre conta ins  
a wealth of resources of mission s t u d i e s  but that it is l i t t l e  known 
and l i t t l e  used. 

The 1983 General Assembly asked f o r  a s t a t i s t i c a l  ana lys i s  of 
SEWS members. This  ana lys i s  has now been published. I t  ind ica tes  
t h e  extraordinary spread of members throughout t h e  world. There a r e  
frequent  references t o  t h e  in te rna t iona l  charac ter  of our mission 
Soc ie t i e s ,  and a quick glance a t  t h i s  very simple s t a t i s t i c a l  ana lys i s  
underl ines t h e  t r u t h  of t h i s  a s se r t ion .  Can t h i s  mul t ina t ional  
charac ter  be used by SEDOS o r  by individual  members o r  groups of 
members f o r  g rea te r  exchange of information, more f o r c e f u l  ac t ion ,  or 
col laborat ion i n  pooling personnel t o  s t a f f  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s  in  
mission s i t u a t i o n s  ? 

8. COODERAT ION 

During the  year t h e r e  were two appointments t o  Cur ia l  Off ices  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  SEDOS. We welcomed Archbishop Dermot Ryan, 
Pro-Prefect of t h e  Congregation f o r  Evangelisation of Peoples and 
Archbishop Francis  Arinze, Pro-President of t h e  Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t e  
f o r  Non-Christian Religions. We wish them every b less ing  i n  t h e i r  
new pos t s  of g rea t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and assure them of our col labora t -  
ion. 

SEDOS col labora tes  with the  Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  Promoting 
Chr is t ian  Unity and with o ther  organisa t ions  i n  Rome - The Council 
of XVII I  which is t h e  combined council  of representa t ives  from t h e  
Congregation f o r  Evangelisation of Peoples and the  Unions of Superior 
Generals of Missionary I n s t i t u t e s :  Commission V I ,  t he  mission com- 
mission of the unions of Super iors  General of Men (USG) and of wmen 
(UISG); t h e  two Unions of Religious men and women, USG and UISG; 
Multimedia; Agrimissio; t h e  I t a l i a n  Association of Missionary 
Edi tors ,  and o the r  organisa t ions  in  Rome having an i n t e r e s t  i n  mission: 

Outside Rome contact  i s  maintained with organisa t ions  such a s  t h e  
In te rna t iona l  Association of l l ission Studies (IAMS), t h e  United S t a t e s  
Catholic  Hission Association, t h e  I*rorld Council of Churches' Comiss- 
ion on World !lission and Evangelisation (CrT,lE), Pro ilundi Vita,  The 
Center f o r  Concern i n  Flashington, t h e  Catholic  Lectureship a t  Se l ly  
Oak Colleges, Birmingham, t h e  World Catholic  Federation f o r  the  Bib- 
l i c a l  Apostolate, e t c .  

In cooperation with t h e  1:orld Conference on Religion and Peace, 
SEDOS appointed two delegates  from SEDOS members l i v i n g  i n  Kenya t o  
a t tend t h e  Fourth World Conference on Religion and Peace held i n  
Nairobi i n  ~ u g u s t ,  1984, (See SEDOS Bul le t in ,  84/1.10.16). 



During 1984 Sr. Chr i s t ine  Widdelhoff of the  Executive Council 
spoke t o  a group of the  Sacred Heart S i s t e r s  a t  V i l l a  Lante about 
SEDOS and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Two groups of the  Society f o r  African Mission, one English - t h e  
o the r  French speakincj v i s i t e d  t h e  Documentation Centre during t h e i r  
renewal meeting i n  R a e .  

The Executive Secre tary  addressed t h e  Association of I t a l i a n  M i s -  
s ionary Ed i to r s  on Afr ica  Today. 

The 1984 SEDOS Brochure was published a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  
year. There were many reques ts  f o r  information about SEDOS and 
about missions. However, t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  many ind ica t ions  t h a t  SEWS 
i s  not well  known outs ide  i t s  own membership and i n  many cases  not 
known ou t s ide  t h e  Roman based personnel of i t s  members I 

9. FINANCES 

Annual subscr ip t ions  have remained unchanged during 1984 and i n  
f a c t  f o r  t h e  previous two years. I t  is  inev i t ab le  t h a t  t h e  f ees  w i l l  
be increased f o r  1985. The t r e a s u r e r ,  Fr.  Leo Paul Nobert, w i l l  pre-  
s e n t  proposals  with the  Budget f o r  1985. 

10. PRESENT CCNSTITIPPION OF THE SECRETARIATE 

The s t a f f  a t  present  i s  a s  follows: Ms. Antigone Lloyd, Bul le t in ;  
M s .  Jac in tha  Alagiah, S e c r e t a r i a l ;  M s .  Ingr id  Besch, Documentation. 
Sr. Agnetta, SSPS, M s .  Phi l ippa tJooldridge and Sr. Kathleen England,OSU, 
come t o  w r k  a t  t h e  Documentation Centre once a week. Sr .  Ursula 
Sto lz ,  CPPS, returned t o  t h e  USA i n  J u l y  1984. The post  of Ass is tant  
t o  t h e  Executive Secretary remains unf i l l ed .  Will ie  Jenkinson, CSSp, 
is Executive Secretary.  

11. 1983 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Executive Committee considered t h i s  Assembly a t  t h e i r  meeting 
of January 13th,  1984. Put b r i r f l . ~ ,  t h e i r  assessment was t h a t  " the  
business meeting was d u l l  and poorly at tended" I Many l e f t  a t  t h e  
conclusion of t h e  Seminar sec t ion  of t h e  day foreseeing t h e  meeting 
would deal  with business matters  only and would i n t e r e s t  only 
Superiors  General o r  t h e i r  delegates.  

This  i s  a l o s s  a s  a l l  members a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  t h e  
d iscuss ion,  reviewing the  p a s t  year ,  proposing d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  fu- 
t u r e  and sharing t h e i r  po in t s  of view. Voting alone, is confined t o  
Superiors  General o r  t h e i r  mandated delepates.  

In an e f f o r t  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  of discussion a t  t h e  Assembly 
t h e  Executive Committee decided t h a t  the  Annual Report of t h e  Secretary 
should be c i rcu la ted  before t h e  Assembly and t h a t  t h e  Executive Sec- 
r e t a r y  help t o  provide r e a l i s t i c  items f o r  t h e  Agenda. The meeting 



should a l s o  be held in  a smaller ha l l .  

12 .  THE ITPURE 

I. V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  Seminar: Looking t o  t h e  year ahead t h e  mst sig-  
n i f i c a n t  event in  the  SEDOS Calendar 

w i l l  be t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  SEWS Seminar a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  on the  
t o p i c  " Jus t i ce  and Evangelisation". I t  is inev i t ab le  that Libera- 
t ion  Theologies w i l l  en te r  i n t o  the  scope of the  Seminar. We a r e  
inv i t ing  a s  resource persons people who l i v e  in  s i t u a t i o n s  of in- 
jus t i ce  together with some profess ional  economists and a theolo- 
gian who could help  us i n  our r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  s h r e d  experiences 
concerning J u s t i c e  and Evangelisat ion with which the  Seminar w i l l  
commence. We w i l l  a l s o  be holding preparatory group meetings t o  
r e f l e c t  on the  evidence of what was achieved in  p rac t i ce  through 
'option f o r  the  poor' which many Soc ie t i e s  of SEWS incorporated 
in t h e i r  new Consti tut ions.  

11. Camp- of Women and Men i n  Mission: Two days, March 25 and - 
26,  have been s e t  

as ide  f o r  t h e  study of t h i s  topic .  Catharine Halkes, Professor 
of Feminist Theology a t  the  University of Nijmegen in Holland w i l l  
be present  f o r  t h i s  Seminar which is now coming under t h e  aeg i s  of 
the USG/UISG J u s t i c e  and Peace Office with which SEDOS w i l l  work 
in  c lose  collaborat ion.  

1II.Other Topics: There a r e  piny other top ics  which have been pro- - 
posed f o r  consideration by SEDOS. Me l i s t  a few 
here: 

a )  Sacred Scrip-elisation. The Off i c e  
of WffBA 

has kindly agreed t o  provide uoulpetent resource people f o r  
t h i s  top ic  should we agree t o  take it a s  a top ic  f o r  a 
Seminar. 

h) fncul tura t ion.  \*hat in  praccice i s  happening 7 This  has 
p a r t i c u l a r  relevance net  only t o  African 

countries but a l s o  t o  countr ies  of Asia and Latin America. 
c )  Youth in Mission in  1905 - In  view of the  coming I n t e r -  

na t iona l  Year of the  Youth. 
d)  Laity in Mission - In  view of the  topic  of the  forthcoming - 

Synod oE Bishops. 

I V .  We give f o r  reference the  E i r s t  preferences f o r  f u t u r e  Seminar 
t o p i c s  proposed by the p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  the V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  Se- 
minar i n  March 1984: 

No. of Preferences 

1. J u s t i c e  and Peace (11) 
2. Prohlems of Mission i n  Urbanisation (07) 
3. Primary Evangelization (04) 
4. Refugees (Displaced Persons) (03) 
5. Peace (03) 
6. Mutuality between Men and V7omen in  the  Church (03) 
7 .  Women i n  Mission (02) 
8. Islamic Renewal Movement and i t s  growth (02) 



No. of Preferences 

Ecumenism (02) 
Role of Wonen in Church and Society (01) 
Role of Women i n  Evangelization, pas t  and present  (01) 
Feminist Theology (01) 
Feminism: Women in t h e  Church a s  p a r t  of J 5 P 

and Fluman Rights (01) 
Creat ive use of Mass Media (01) 
Ordained Ministry (01) 
~e -evange l i za t ion  (01) 
J u s t i c e  and Peace focused on Refugees (01) 
Qua l i t i e s  f o r  leadership  i n  t h e  Church today (01) 

The General Assembly w i l l  be asked t o  give guidance on tht! f i n a l  
.choice of topics .  Some of t h e  above could be t h e  subjec t  of in -  
formal meetings f o r  sharing of information. 

V. Refugees: S t i l l  looking t o  t h e  year ahead SEDOS members might -- 
consider ,  indiv idual ly  or c o l l e c t i v e l y  undertaking 

s p e c i f i c  projec ts .  Following t h e  recent  Seminar on Refugees one 
of those concerned with t h e  day t o  day problems remarked with 
some s u r p r i s e  t h a t  the  proport ion of SEWS members a c t u a l l y  in-  
volved i n  t h e  Refugee programme was smaller than one would have 
expected. 

V I .  Documentation Centre: There a r e  proposals f o r  t h e  more vide- 
spread use of t h e  Centre. These w i l l  - 

almost c e r t a i n l y  e n t a i l  a cor~iputer aided rn-organisation and t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of c lose  col labora t ion  with other  Centres. Would 
SEDOS members be prepared t o  he lp  f i n a n c i a l l y  with a one-time 
only cont r ibut ion  ? 

VII.Liberation Theology: While t h e r e  a r e  statements t o  the  e f f e c t  
t h a t  it is only t h e  abe r ra t ions  and 

exaggerations of l i b e r a t i o n  theology which a r e  t h e  subject  of 
warnings and documents from Vatican o f f i c e s  t h e r e  i s  a f ee l ing  
among many SEDOS members t h a t  these w i l l  be misused inevi tably  
by those who a r e  opposed t o  any theology of l ibe ra t ion .  

Members of SEDOS might u!isb t o  consider t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
undertaking a common act ion  concerning the  recent  dec la ra t ion  on 
l i b e r a t i o n  theology, emphasizing t h e  need fo r  pos i t ive  r eac t ions ,  
avoiding misunderstandings, aff irming and encouraging t h e i r  mem- 
be r s  who a r e  engaged i n  day t o  day evangelis ing among those who 
s u f f e r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of s t r u c t u r a l  i n j u s t i c e  and violence. 

VIII . Inculturat ion:  In  t h i s  a rea  a l s o  t h e  need has been expressed fo r  
a sharing of a c t u a l  experiences among t h e  SEDOS 

members, - e f f o r t s  t h a t  have been made, successes, f a i l u r e s  o r  * mistakes r eg i s t e red ,  lessons t h a t  have been learned, proposals 
t h a t  could be made f o r  experimencation. The growing i n t e r -  
na t ional  character  of many member Soc ie t i e s  is a r i c h  resource 
which can be tapped. 

The changing pa t t e rn  of mission today is  a challenge t o  u s  t o  
examine t h e  degree t o  which we should col labora te  more and a c t  more 
co l l ec t ive ly .  This  challenge may well be a s ign of the  times in  
which we l ive .  During the  year the  l i t u r g i c a l  ce lebra t ions  and 



prayers  a t  our  Seminars r e f l e c t e d  our convict ion t h a t  l i t t l e  o r  no- 
th ing  can be achieved without union in Chr i s t  t he  cen t re  of our l i v e s  
and OW a c t i v i t i e s .  

I n  conclusion I thank t h e  members of t h e  Executive Committee fo r  
t h e i r  dedicat ion and t h e i r  constant  s U p b r t .  There i s  always a 
generous response from them t o  reques ts  f o r  k l p  arld co-bperation. 
I thank s p e c i a l l y  a l l  those who col labora ted  with us  i n  so many ways 
during the  course of t h e  year p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  organis ing  of  our 
Seminars. This  collaboration i s  one of the  hallmarks of t h b  SEDOS 
membership and we in t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t e  apprec ia te  it deeply. It i s  
t h i s  s p i r i t  of co l labora t ion  and search i n  common which is a t  t he  
hea r t  of SEDOS. 

Fr. Wil l ie  Jenkinson, CSSp. 

EXECWIVE SECRETARY - SEDOS 

Po in t s  from t h e  Panel Discussion - 
Contihued from Page 17. 

t o  be re-assessed today a s  t h e  communal va lues  of o the r  c u l t u r e s  a r e  
recognised, f o r  exanple i n  var ious  African s o c i e t i e s .  Islamic s o c i a l  
pressures ,  regarded c r i t i c a l l y  or even negat ive ly  by Chr i s t i ans ,  seem 
t o  have preserved Islam aga ins t  enormous p o l i t i c a l  p res su res  i n  the  
Sovie t  Union o r  Turkey. B u t  we must not  gene ra l i ze  nor d is regard  the  
considerable v a r i a t i o n  within Islam o r  Hinduism. 

We need t o  avoid presupposi t ions about t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of Church i n  
t h e  context  of t h e  superc i ty .  The a spec t s  of organisa t ion  and power 
too  o f t e n  seem t o  he emphasized. A desc r ip t ion  of t h e  young Churches 
a s  "a fo re ign ,  powerful minori ty,  r i c h ,  well-organised, with good 
s o c i a l  and educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s  and good overseas con tac t s ,  ne i the r  
Door nor holy" may seen a t r a v e s t y  but i s  o f t e n  heard. 

A s  P i e r r e  Delooz sa id  t h e r e  a r e  few i f  any precedents.  Each 
Chr i s t i an  community i n  t hese  new s i t u a t i o n s  has t o  s t a r t  from scratch.  
There appears  t o  be no p a s t o r a l  theology o r  p a s t o r a l  ca re  common t o  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  situations. And so a number of  speakers  r e i t e r a t e d  the  im-  
portance and s ign i f i cance  of t h e  grass- roots ,  bas i c  groups and C h r i -  
s t i a n  c o m u n i t i e s  a s  one poss ib le  way t o  go. Marie C lou t i e r  had des-  
c r ibed  one such growth, Andrew Edele another.  In t h e  wider context  
have we not  something t o  l e a r n  from t h e  Is lamic o r  Hindu experience ? 

The debate was worthwhile i f  it only r a i s e d  these ques t ions  and 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  even i f  it d i d  not  propound solu t ions .  

M i l l i e  Jenkinson, CSSp. 
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