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A DPASTORAL EXPERIZCE I THE CITY OF LUSARA

Andrew Edele, WF

(Andrew Edele describes his ministry in Zambia over a period
of fourteen years. Of particular interest to the participants at the
Seminar was his account of the time spent in two poor parishes and
his experience of the growth of local small Christian Communities,)

The experlence I am going to relate is spread over a little
more than 14 years. You may not thus expect to get a detailed account
of this experience. It is often, however, the details that make for
success or failure and so I will point to certain details, and probably
amit one or other of the broader aspects of my experience.

Lusaka has about 500,000 to 600.000 inhabitants, of whom roughly
one gquarter are Catholics, It is a probkable estimate that about two
thirds of the ponpulation are living in permanent housing, whereas
one third lives in shanty towvms that surround Lusaka., Lusaka being
the capital city of Zambia, you will find there not only repres-
entatives of all the 72 tribes of that country, belonging to © main
language groups, but also an important number of people from the
surrcunding countries, mainly Malawi and Zaire, not to mention a small
number of Europeans.

In 1967 I was appointed to a parish in the centre of the town
where up to 90% of the people lived in City Council houses of different
sizes and qualities according to the income of the tenants, These
ranged from unskilled labour to upper civil servants and included a
considerable number of soldiers. At that time the parish had a
population of about 45.000 to 50.000, with roughly 12.000 Catholics.

Urban apostolate was totally new to me at the time. Thus, for
three years I practiced what my predecessor had introudced me to:
family visits whenever time allowed for it. Being the only priest
in the parish, and after four months of initiation by my predecessor,
it took almost three years before I had visited all the Catholic
families and many others who had invited me into their homes. The work
was tedious but not without conseclation. A good number resumed their
Sunday duties after having been visited, hundreds of marriages were
arranged and masses of children were brought for baptism. Still, the
system proved very unsatisfactory. When I started my second round of
visits, I realized that no progress was apparent. What suprised me
most was the fact that within those three years about 25% of the
population had changed, sc that I was continually knocking on the
wrong door. Those who were still there, very often had to be reminded
again of their Sunday duties, However, what really started me worry-
ing was the fact that the majority of the people could not tell me
whether their next—door neighbours were Catholics or not. It was
mainly this fact that made me look for alternatives.



Although I was the only priest in the parish I had a host of
active Christians belonging mainly to Z groups: The Legionaries of
Mary and a group called "Bktio". They also were engaged in house
visits, although far less swtematically than I had done. With their
help I hoped to be able to g t the Christians to meet their neighbours
so as to overcome the anonymity in which nearly all the Christians
lived. I am not going into details because the fact is that after
one year of great effort T had to ~oncede defeat. §till, the problenm
remained, and I was not ready to give up.

Nearly two years later the parish received the help of a Sister
who had been doing pastoral work in a rural area. I told her about
my experience and together we evolved a pastoral plan which I will
try to explain,

We started off by dividing the whole parish into gecgraphical
areas containing about sixty houses each, on the assumption that
about fifteen of them would be houses of Catholic families. We chose
one such area at a time and gave it all the attention it needed.
First, we visited again each family. Kaowing that it would take us
about ten days to see them all, we chose a date beforehand and invited
all of them to meet in one of the houses. In most cases we chose the
house of a Legicnary or "Aktio"-member. Generally speaking 80% of
those we visited attended the meeting. After a short time for each
one to introduce himself, we gave them the opportunity to discuss
what was good and what was bad in being a Christian in the town. As
most of them had already experienced village life, they easily came to
the conclusion that it was the lack of social pressure from the
neighbours that prevented them from going to Church on Sundays, from
having their marriage blessed, and even from moral misconduct.

It was quite evident during the first meeting that it had done
them gqood to be able to talk about their life as Christians. We had
no difficulty in getting them to agree to meet again the feollowing
week. During that week we put ourselves at their disposal for
discussing personal matters or family problems and to validate their
marriage, if there was need for it.

The meetings of the following weeks, - we had planned a series
of eight meetings, - were used for an adult catechesis on the central
truths of our faith: the redemption, conversiocon, the Church, the
sacraments, especially Baptism and Eucharist, etc. Although it would
be beyond the scope of this report to give you details of this
catechesis, I am convinced that it was the determinating factor for
the success of this pastoral venture., We were able to communicate to
the Christians that belonging to the Church meant sharing of the faith,
community in prayer as well as brotherly concern. Our concentrated
efforts at renewal for the area culminated in the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist in one of the houses as a visible sign that they now
were a Christian community with Christ in their midst.

Once the community felt resady to choose their "elder", we en-
couraged them to do so. In the beginning we helped the one chosen
in this task through individual coaching. But as the number of
comminities increased, we were able to call these leaders for monthly
tralning sessions.

After those eight weeks of intensive renewal the group was asked
to meet on their own at the time and place most convenient to them.
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Most communities agreed to meet fortnightly at each of their houses
in turn. 1In order to avoid aimless discussions or being side~tracked
by trivialities, we prepared handouts for the "elders" as gquidelines
for each meeting, leaving, however, enough scope for them to do
things at their own pace.

It was not always easy to decide when to start off a new
community, or where to start it. Sometimes we managed to start a
new one while we were still meeting with the previots one; sometimes
the routine parish work made it advisable to take a break. Chcosing
the right places was also impertant, as we hoped that the areas
around the community would get wind of it and the whole parish would
become more and more open to this new pastoral approach, Thus, when
I was asked to hand over the parish to a successor and to go some-
where else after two years in this work, about one quarter of the
parish was already covered by these Christian communities.

The experience of those two years was a great belp in my new
appointment, although the conditions in this parish were quite
different from the first one. I was appointed into a slum area, in
which, although at the time of my arrival there were at least
10,000 Catholics, still was an cccasicnallyvisited out-station of
a town parishi During the last year before my appointment they had
only seen a priest very rarely and I first had to re-assemble the
Christians because the¢ most fervent ones had, meanwhile, looked for
other parishes in which to worship. It is difficult to describe the
pasteral situation of that parish. TLucky were those who had managed
to receive First Communion hefore getting married. Some adults had been
baptised by a busy priest, although they were in irregular marriage
situations. I had, however, one big bonus to start work with:
Everybody was rejoicing at the fact that finally they had "their"
priest.

Blthough the majority -of the peopls lived in near-destitution
the population was generally more stable, bhecause the huts in which
they lived were-theirs. As can be imagined, I did not inherit a
"status animarum", not even a single sheet of paper, but I found a
kind of "Church Council", Christians who presided over the Sunday
Service, kept a couple of lay movemernit:s going and.even had a
voluntary catechist who instructed the catchumens. It was with them
.that I discussed the pastoral priorities, and it was inevitable that-
I mentioned the experience I had made in the previocus parish.

About two months later a few of tliem surprised me with the news
that they had started these neighbourhood communities in their areas.,
I did nect want to discourage them, althocugh I did not imagine that
something very useful would come out of it, given my previous ex-
perience., In the meantime I was fully engaged in clearing up, somehow,
the mess I had inherited: preparing for First Communion, arranging
marriages, -etc.

About eight months after my arrival the parish was fortunate to
‘receive a community of three Sisters, each one gualified for work in
a parish: catechesis, pastoral theclogy and social work. They agreed
to visit those comrunities which had sprung up in the parish. After
three months we were able to work out a pastoral programme that, so
‘we felt, was geared to the priority needs of the parish.



The emphasis was clearly on forming the laity to share in the
pastoral and social activities of the parish. For one year each
of us had training sessions at fortnightly intervals in the fields
that seemed most important: leadership in the neighbourheced communi-
ties, catechesis, marriage quidance and preparation, and, finally,
leading of prayer services .and community rites (e.g. at initiation
ceremonies, burials, etc,). The formation sessions were designed
in such a way that those participating could very soon put into
practice what they had learned. “Thus, gradually, we could hand
over the greater part of our pastoral responsibilities into the hands
of the laity, and become more and more free to train more people,
Every vear new training courses were worked out as the needs within
the community became more apparent. FEven training in social skills
was reserved to those who were ready to hand on their knowledge to
others within their community.

Three years after the beginning of the work the whole parish
area was organized into these neighbourhood commuhities, and they
had taken on, although still in various degrees, the care of the
sick, the poor, the newcomers and the visitors, They collected and
partly administered the tithe, were consulted about receiving peocple
into the ranks of catechumens, about admitting people to baptism,
about the marriage of people within their community.

About once every month the people with a special responsibility
within their community met together at parish level in order to
exchange their experience, to ask for advice and to look for help
from other communities if within their own community certain skills
were lacking.

I am aware that all this sounds too good to be true. It is,
therefore, necessary to point out that not everything was plain
sailing, Especially in the first parish, some of the communities
died again after having worked for a few months. Two main reasons
were responsible for this: the work in the community demanded a kind
of leadership that was very different from the authoritative leader-
ship existing in the lay apostolate groups, or among the catechists.
These people lost their influence within a community Lf they were
not able to adapt, but they were often still influential enough to
divide the community. In other instances people with leadership
qualities were lacking or when they emerged were being transferred
before thev were able to share their leadership with others.

We never forced the peonle to undertake these community neet-
ings when they were not ready to accept the new concept, but they
usually became convinced of its advantage after seeing that the
neighbouring area was very actiwve,

This pastoral concept can only be realized if the pastoral team
is ready to hand over responsibilities, even at a certain risk. It
is obvious that people need a long and continued training before being
competent in their tasks. Giving them responsibility, only after they
have reached that stage, would discourage most of them.

The second condition for its workability 1s to accept the fact
that each community progresses at its own pace. Quite a few communities
which tock a long time getting off the ground, were the most lively
ones later on. It takes, therefore, a certain subtleness to adapt
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oneself to the different circumstances that influence a community.
May I mention just one example: in a few communities it seemed im-
possible to find a time for the meeting suitable to both men and
women. Grudgingly we agreed that men and women would meet at
different times. It proved to be a blessing in disgquise, because
usually women kept gquiet when their husbands were around. Being

by themselves they spoke up freely and thus developed their own con-
victions, which they were not afraid to verbalize later on even when
men were present at certain meetings.

To conclude this account I want to point out a fact that may
escape someone wixe has not lived in a country like Zambia for a
long time. I am convinced that this pastoral concept of neighbour-
hood communities or "Small Ecclesial Communities", as they are often
called, succeeded so well in a town, because they managed to satisfy
a need of which we were not even aware in the beginning, namely,
the need for an alternative to their life in the extended family
which they had left behind in the villages, and without which they
felt insecure. The small ecclesial community created a substitute
for thelr extended family.

- end -



MINISTRY I'7 JATHARE VALLEY, NMAIROBI, XiEiVA

Sr. Marie Cloutier, Sa

(This s the text of the address given at the SEDOS Seminar on
Urbanisation and Mission on December 11, 1984, Mathare Valley s
the poorest and roct neglocter »2 tho peripheral arzac n the oity
of Nairobi, Kenyal.

I will beqin with a few general facts about Kenya. The popula-
tion is 17 million of which 60 to 65% are Christians and 20% Catholics.
It is one of the fastest growing populations in the world. The
capital city, Nairobi, has a population of one million, of many tribes,
tongues and nations, including thousands of refugees from eight
neighbouring countries.

A major feature of the capital city is the Mathare Valley slum,
with a population of about 120,000 people, living in an area no
bigger than one mile by 3 miles, This amounts to 50,000 people per
sq. km. whereas in Nairobi City, there is an average of 500 people
per sq. km,

Mathare Valley is a visible result of rapid urbanisation and
also, a painful symptom of deep social evils, the main one being the
growing gap between the rich and the poor.

But, whatever the causes may be and whatever the responsibility
which the civil authorities should assume, we are faced there with
an immense mission field. In 1977-78, we made an evaluation of what
our apostolic activities and priorities should be at our Congregation
level, Concerning Kenya, our Major Superiors encouraged us to invest
more in the suburbs of Wairobi, because that is where the “populus"
is, that is where one finds the grectest, the deepest material,
psychological and moral misery.

{(Prior to that, T myself had spent two years in a remote rural
mission. I received praise for this, for there was no electricity,
no running water, roads and bridges were dangerous in the rainy
seasons, etc, DBut what peace! 1It was a very healthy kind of life,
no pollution... But were I to be offered the choice today, I would
choose an urban mission).

We then began forming a pastoral team which, today, is made up
of three White Sisters and three White Fathers, the Fathers being in
charge of the large parish of St., Theresa's, Eastleigh, which includes
the Mathare Valley =lum.

The Valley is divided up in%o natural villages and the pastoral
team respects these natural divisions in the building up of small
christian communities. 2uilding up of Small Christian Communities
has been the pastoral pricrity of the AMECEA Episcopal Conference over
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the past few years and I have witnessed that it develons more quickly
in the slums than in the midst of the tall modern buildings of the
capital city...

It is beautiful, even moving, to witness the growth and the life
of these basic christian communities. There is such openness, such
good soll in which the ¥Word of God can grow and bear fruit; there is
such a sense of hospitality, such freedom in people who have nothing
to lose; volunteer helpers are numerous; catechists too, and they
help the people to reflect on their local problems and needs, on thair
human riqghts; they encourage mutual help, reconciliation, intexr-tribal
and inter-denominational living. The regular prayer meetings and the
occasional Eucharistic Celebrations under a shelter or in a family's
shack have something of the first Christmas in Bethleem about them.

The pastoral team does a lot of home visiting and systematit
teaching in the small communitieg specially during Advent and Lent,
but lots of catechising is done informally, "as you go”, like Jesus
says in the Gospel, talking with the veople or rather showing through
loving presence that the Kingdom is at hand. Lots of evangelizing
is also done through christian witness. e.g. a poor woman, who has
children and a jobless husband, rescues a new-bhorn baby from a
dustkin and brings it up as her own... The whole village loves the
child and looks up to that woman; or Alexis, a casual worker who
teaches children catechism after his work; he does it gratuitously,
while he himself is not always sure of his meals. And a group of
women to whom one of our Sisters was to teach sewing... When asked
to express their most pressing needs: "Sister, teach us to read, so
that we may read the Word of God!!" Thz Kingdom is at hand! The
poor hear the Good News and often from the poor themselves! And
there we are, helping at the building of these christian communities...
The poor do evangelize us, and we have so mich to learn, to receive
from them!

I add a few words about our Sisters' work: needless to say
that both planning and choosing what to do are difficult because
everything has to be done!.. The Sisters are guided in their choices
by their personal charisms: one is very good with the youth, another
at identifying potential leaders and training them; one has a gift
particularly needed in that type of misszion~the gift of "losing time",
simply "being-with" pecople, not needing to put hev finger on some
concrete achievement at the end of a dav,.. The poor just love her;
she makes them feel good, she makes them feel important, more digni-
fied.

Now, as you may know, we are not the only ones working in
Mathare Valley; there are lay volunteers from abroad (of different
christian denominations), there are other religious congregations;
some local congregations have their novices do their apostolic
training in the Valley. And there are othar examples of social and
pastoral care besides the specific one of building small christian
communities. I'll mention two examples which have an impact on both
Mathare valley and on the whole city.

-Twenty five yearsago, a young Englishman, born in Kenya, founded

Starehe Boys'! Centre to cater for needy boys (Primary, Secondary
and Technical School levels). Down the years, Starehe has picked

up thousands of young boys from the slums and the streets and has

managed to make good, dignified citizens out of them,
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One of Starehe's peolicies is to mix those youngsters with children
from middle-class homes and with sons of professional people, even
government ministers, thus providing for each child a more normal
environment, Two of our Sisters teach at Starehe, as part of our
commitment to urban apostolate. (At the moment, there is also a
Vhite Father and a Jesuit Priest at the Centre).

-More recently, in 1973, Father A, Grol, a Dutch White Father, founded
the Undugu Society of Kenya. ("Undugu" is a Kiswahili word for
brotherhood/solidarity}. This is a welfare orcanization which has
made possible several expressions of God's caring for his people,
specially the poorest: for instance, it has three informal schools,
right in the valley, for destitute children; it has farming projects,
music and sports clubs; it has a club for town prostitutes, .a <¢lub
that one of our Sisters has helped over the last few years; and it
has the famous "Parking Boys' Procject" to get destitute children off
the streets. The Undugu Society of Kenya has done a lot, both in
Kenya and abrocad, to draw people's attention to the problems caused
mostly to children and youths by rapid population growth and rapid
urbanisatiocn.

In conclusion, 1 mention a few questions or difficulties that we
came across and for which, I feel, there are no ready-made sclutions:

(1) Dechristianisation is creeping into Mairobi... while, down in the
valley, we are witneses of very beautiful christian events. So, where
is our presence most urgently needed?

Besides, where do the influential people live?

-where do they live, -~ the owners of the hundreds and hundreds of
slum dwellings who expleoit the poor by asking excessive rent?

-and where are those who decide that one Monday morning, such
and such an agalomeration of slum dwellings should be bulldozed
or set on fire?

Where are they?
Who reaches them?
Who 1s poorest in the end?

(2) And when it comes to our life~style, particularly when it comes
to choosing a place of residence? What does identifying with the poor
mean? What do the peoor expect of us? How close can we be in identi-
fication with them?

(3) My third point is the question of both acculturaticn and incul-
turation in an urhan milieu where there is such a mixture of cultures.
What do we do about-

- «children who do not know any tribal language, only English?

- young people who do not have the slightest interest in the traditional
ways and values?

- missionaries who learn a "passe-partout” (master-key type) language
like Kiswahili, in order to reach as many people as possible? For
most of the people who know Kiswahili, it is still not their mother
tonqgue.,..

I could go on but I am sure you sense the complexities of the
situation with which we are involved.
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and a last concluding comment: the next International Eucharistic
Congress will take place in Nairobi in August'B85, It will take place
ten minutes' walk from the slums... "Will the poor be reached?" was
one of the first questions asked. There is an intense faith-deepening
programpe going on as a preparation for the Congress and I have

just heard that the Nairobi preparations began first in Mathare.

The poor of the valley are being reached!

Thank you.
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PASTOPRAL PROBIEMS AND OCPPORTINITIES IN SUPERCITIES

Pierre Delooz

(Pierre Delooz was responsible for the 1984, No. 4 Bulletin
of PRO MUNDI VITA entitled 'Megalopeolis'. In his address
toe the SEDOS Seminar he singled cut some of the major
themes dealt with in that Bulletin and asked the question
whether the questions really are pastoral ?)

I cannct summarize the P,.M,V., Bulletin in this short address,
I recommend you read it. The French translation appeared this
week, It has already appeared in Enaglish and like all the P.M.V,
Bulletins will be published also in Spanish and German. What I
can try to do 1s to propose twoc or three themes for your meditation
and discussion.

When you arrive by plane in Mexico City on a Mexican Airline
you hear a little voice saying "You are welcome to Mexico City, the
largest city in the world". It has over 15,000.000 inhabitants -
almost the same as the whole population of Kenya; there are 2,600
more inhabitants each day; by the year 2000 AD it will have over
30.000.000,

There are at least two unique problems in the world today:

i) Peace and War
ii) Overpopulation - specially in the poor countries

Are these problems really pastoral ones ?

When in the nineteenth and at the beginning of the twentieth
century Western missionaries - a lot of them still living today -
went out to the four corners of the world, they went out to serve
people in rural areas, for one-tenth of the people in non-western
countries lived in towns. Today, however, the situation has changed
completely and, between now and the end of the century, two-thirds of
these people will be living in cities. The whole way in which
Christianity is presented will reguire to take account of this.

But why ? How can the Church, the Churches, make manifest the
divine initiative of the Gospel in the concrete situation of urban
growth ? Pope Paul the Sixth responded modestly, in a message to a
Congress on Urbanization and Pastoral care; "the situation is so un-
precedented that it calls for a new way of being Christian and of pro-
claiming the Gospel, consequently "let us seek together". I cannot
be less modest than the Pope and thus I have to say "let us seek to-
gether", But in what direction ?
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The situation of the supercities is a chaotic collecticn of
vast problems and of daily chancing problems. All sclutions are des-
perate, complex, uncertain, Can we do more than to identify some of
the principal problems from a pastoral point of view ?

But a pastoral point of view supports a specifically Christian
vision of the city from a theclogical point of view. Is there a
theology of the City ?

Unfortunately for my speech there are many theological points
of view and like everybocdy I have to make a choice. But on what cri-
terion ? The people to whom the Church seeks to bring the Gospel is
increasingly concentrated in large urbah centres, Such a transform-
ation has never been seen before and the Church, like everyone else,
lacks experience in dealing with the problem. She has to look beyond
the ready-made solutions which the past has provided. But once more
in what direction?

Have we to praise the city as the providential place of a pos-
sible human liberation, choosing the point of view of a careful, posi-
tive, non marxist likeration theology ? or have we, following a par=-
ticular but well founded reading of the Bible, to condemn the monstrotis
supercity as a place of human arrogance, and choose to proclaim
salvation as did Peter and Paul in the Rome of their day, where they
made no attempt to solve the overcrowding, educational, housing and
public health problems, and where they did not concern themselves with
urbanization. They spoke of Jesus and Jesus dead and risen 7

But is 1t not too late for choice ? And the situations are so
different ! In the developed countries, the old supercities such as
London or New York, are declining. The Churches remain major insti-
tutions but compartmentalized. Each church cares for its own declin-
ing number of members in a context of general dechristianization.

In the developing countries at least two situations are very
different, The emerging supercities such as Mexico City, Manila or
Sao Paulo are, in principle, christian cities, where the Catholic
Church is present with bishops, priests, nuns, lay people, basic com-
munities and parishes. The Church plays a role of social integration.
But on the contrary, in other developing countries, the emerging super-
cities as Cairo, Tockyo, Bombay, Jakarta are not at all christian. The
Churches there are only tiny minorities, unable to play a role of
social integration, unable to influence the urban problems.

What kind of pastoral care - and pastoral theclogy - could be common

to such different situations ? None at all. And that could be ocur
first modest conclusion: no general pastoral guide could be adapted

to fit all these different situations.

Zach Christian community has to start from scratch, interpreting
the signs of its own time, being responsible for its own answer, know-
ing that it is not building the celestial Jerusalem on earth which God
will give, will build one-day before mankind.

This negative conclusion could be extremely useful if it provides
us with peace, initiative, a sense of humour, and if it leads to a
variety of pastoral programmes emerging as a result of a dialogue bet-
ween the needs of the people in the urban area and the talents of pa-
storal team members.



15

But maybe we have also to pursue our reflection, our meditation
in another direction. In most of the Christian centres affected by
the growing urbanization it seems that secularism, indifference, in-
differentism erodes the Christian life and even the religious capaci-
ties of many migrants to the supercities, - Britons in Paris, Irish-
men in London, and Italians in New York, But not so in the Hindu
and Muslim centres. The urban lifestyle, it seems, is not on the
fringe of the Islamic system, it is the system,

For Muslims, citles often possess a special sanctity and are
regarded as the sole places in which a full and truly Muslim life may
be lived as if Islam's religious goals and rituals were more easily
achieved in an urban context. But why does the Muslim not suffer
the same culture shock in moving from the town to the city or from
the rural to the urban area ? The usual urban problems, - over-~popu-
lation, housing, education, unemployment, family planning, health,
transportation, et¢, - remain problems also in Muslim supercities
such as Cairo, Bagdad, Damascus, Teheran, Karachl or Dacca. Their
growth is also parasitic and creates severe needs for the poor, but
seems more manageable in the framework of the Islamic Faith.

What does all this mean for us ? Does Christianity really make
people more vulnerable in the supercities ? For India, the BHarvard
- Bhubaneshwar Prcject, for instance, had studied for twelve years
{between 1961 and 1973) the transformation of an old sacred town in a
modern city founded to ke the capital of the State of Orissa, a situa-
tion which seemed the ideal context for studying this part of our
problem. The results are clear. "Religion is neither disintegrat-
ing nor secularizing ... new expressions of religion have developed
that creatively utilize traditional elements" {1).

Have we something to learn from the Islamic experience of the
supercities ? Is it maybe possible, or at least not entirely utopic,
in Islamic countries, to have experiential christian communities which
are unafraid to affirm the validity of their Muslim cultural roots and
yet who, at the same time are unafraid to affirm Jesus as the final
prophet of God in the very middle of the Megalapoclis ? {2).

Can the same ke relativelv true for Hinduism ? It is extremely
hard to answer these questions. Almost no Christian scholarship
exists that has even begun to study the Muslim and the Hindu city as a
field of experience for us.

(1) See Seymaour {(ed), The Transformation of a Sacred Town:
Bhubaneshwar, India, Boulder (Col.), Westview Press, 1980,

(2) See the Westminister Thecological Seminary, Urban Missicon
Programme, September, 1984.
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Finally I would express a personal conclusion after a careful
study of the problems of pastoral programmes for the supercities:
the plausible answers given by the Churches confronting the problems
of the supercities are at the one and the same time so generous and
so different, not to say so contradictory. I cite some examples
which show that many contradictory propositions seem equally true:

- Pastoral care has to be centralized;
or pastoral care has to be decentralized.

- The number of parishes should be increased;
or, the parishes are outdated and should be replaced by
basic communities,

- Schools and hospitals are desperately needed;

or, schools and hospitals are obstacles to true evangelical
mission.

- The Churches should avoid political implications;
or, the poor are totally alienated by political oppression
and the Churches have to be revolutionary.

- The most needed services in supercities are family ones,
including birth control assistance, thus, the churches have
to be involved in this;
or, Jesus has a restrictive attitude via-&-vis the Ffamily,
thus etc. etc.

Maybe the Churches do not see the true guestion because they
are too deeply implicated in the Western way of thinking: They
think in terms of efficiency. They believe that the huthan vocat-
ion is to be efficient and that the Christian vocation duplicates,
in the religious field, the human vocation.

The rapid growth of the cities is changing the world daily in
such a way that we experience the limits of "Western" efficiency.
Is it perhaps a providential invitation to us, to become aware of
the fact that a new measure of our vocation as human beings is
necessary, and also a new form of our Christian vocation.

Exploding supercities call us to perspicacity and to magna-
nimity but also to humanity and to readiness to listen to new
designs of God, new designs which we are enabled to perceive only
when, after much intelligent and courageous efforts, we come to
see ourselves, without losing heart, as unprofitable servants,
'servi inutiles'.
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MISSICN AND URBANISATICN
POTITS FRCM THE PANEL DISCUSSION

The discussion centred mainly on points raised in Pierre Delooz's
paper. The preceding papers provided insights into two urban situations
both located in East Africa, Andrew Edele's naper describing the evolut-
ion of a pastoral programme based on the growth of neighbourhood com-
munities in a Lusaka parish and Marie Cloutier's, describing how their
pastoral team "accompanied" the building up of basic christian communi-
ties in the notoricus Mathare Valley of Nairobi city. Pierre's opening
remark that the population of Mexico City alone is today as great as the
population of the whole of Kenya startled us. And he widened our hori-
Zons out to the Islamic, Hindu and other supercities of the world in many
of which the Christian community is but a tiny minority.

Speakers in the discussion quickly identified two areas that had not
received specific attention, - the phenomenal growth of communications
as witnessed, for example, by the mass availability of video equipment
and films, and the problem of drug-addiction now world wide in its per=-
vasiveness. Both these have particular relevance to pasteoral initia-
tives in the supercities. A third factor which emerged was the over-
riding problem of poverty as a key element in any or all supercity
pastoral programmes.

There was much gquesticning arcund Pierre Delcooz's treatment of
Muslim or Hindu adaptation to the supercities, where these religions ap-
peared to thrive and even find their fuller development. In contrast
there was the loss of religious identity by Christians who gravitated to
the cities, "Briteons in Paris, Irish in London, Italians in New York"“.
While some questicned his claim that Islam and Hinduism survived well in
the pressures of the supercity many scught rather for reasons to explain
this phenomenon.

"Western" Christianity is largely the prisoner of its own cultural
and historical heritage and has not really been free to incarnate itsels

in alien soil. "Efficiency" is indeed one of its main hallmarks every-
where and tends to be the touchstone for judging Church organisations,
expressions of faith, relationships with pelitics, etc. How does the

criterion of "efficiency" apply to the large urban sprawls, the Latin
Bmerican favellae, the peripheries of a Calcutta or a Sao Paulo ? How
can people be contacted? How Jdo they relate to one another within their
Christian heritage or with their neighbours, Islamic or Hindu or of other
religions ?

The relationship between religion and culture is fundamental in
attempting any initiative. Someone remarked that where ten Hindus were
together there was found "Hinduism" while a similar group of Chri-
stians necessitated sacraments, a relationship with priesthood, obser-
vances, structures. What is the essence of being a Christian in the
supercity ? ¥hen considering the gap between gospel and culture the
difficulty should not always be laid on the side of culture.

Islam exercises considerable social pressures while Christianity has
emphasized individual wvalues and rights. Perhaps this emphasis needs

Continued on page 33
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAI GENERAL MCIETING OF SEDOS
TUESDAY , DECEMBER 11th, 1934,

The meeting was chaired by Fr. Henry Heekeren, SVD, President of
SEDOS, There were fifty-eight participants of whom thirty-two had
voting rights as representatives of member societies,

Minute 84/1 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

held on December l1llth, 1984'
as proposed by Sr. Betty Ann Maheu, MM, seconded by Fr. Francis George,
OMI, and approved unanimously.

B4/2, Election of Vice President and
two Executive Committee Membeérs: On a first ballct the
following were elected:

yice President - Sr. Helen McLaughlin, RSCJ, Superior General
{Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus};
Committee Members - Fr. Michael Fitzgerald, PA, (Missionaries
of Africa), and
- Sr. Margaret Loftus, SMDN, (Sisters of
Notre Dame de Wamur).

The President congratulated the now members of the Committee and
thanked the butgeing Vice President, Sr. Marciana O'Keefe, NDA, and
Sr, Christine Middelhoff for their devoted dervice to SEDOS on the
Committee,

83/3. Financial Report December 1, 1964 to Nov, 30, 1985: The

Treasurer
Fr. Leo Paul Nobert, OMI, presented the Statement of Income and ExX-
penditure which showed a net deficit of ITL.22,058.014. Over the
past few years there had been an important increase of expenses due to
adjustment of salaries and the inscription of our lay employees in
Social Security. Also the change from religious to lay staff was
very expensive but it was now complete, Expenses will increase less
dramatically in the future, in step with inflatien:

For the year 1985, an increase of 10% is foreseen and would give the
following expenses:

Operating expenses: ITL. 20.750.000

Bulletin: 13¢.500. Q00
Persconnel: 66,000,000
TOTAL OF EXPENSES 97.250.000

The iacome to cover the expenses could be budgeted as follows:

Bank Interest: 9,000, 000
Royalties: 400, 600
Refunds (mostly for bulletin) 4,000.000
Contributions needed 83.850. 000

TOTAL 97.250,000
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To obtain such an amount, the membership fees have to be:

47 members x ITL 1.612.500
10 " X 806.250

75.787.500
8.0562,500

83,850,000

The Treasurer pointed out that membership fees have remained

stationery for three years at ITL 750.000. In 1982 this was the
equivalent of US$630; now, it is the equivalent of US$ 402,

one

He then examined possible ways to curtail expenditure but any
of these would seem to result in a significant change in SEDOS.

Finally he suggested three possible solutions by an increase in

membership fees, one a minimal change, one a compromise and a third ~
which he considered the best. This la'ter would mean an ingtease in
Annual Membership fees to US$ 865 - the equivafient of ITL 1.612;500 -

and

acgeptdation of the principle of an increase every ydat thereafter

according to the rate of inflation.

In the disqussion following the Treasurer's presentation the following

roints wera made;

(1)

(23

{3)

t4)

84/4

Circulate the Financial Report in advance of the Annual Meeting
to enable the General Councils of Member Societies to discuss it.
(AGREED)

The Treasurer will base future financial reports on a financial
year ending on October 31 and will circulate the Report before
the Annual Meeting.

Divide the Treasurer's proposed solution into two separate pro-
positions:

(a) the proposed increase in 1985;

(k) the further annual increase in accordance with inflation.
{AGREED)

Consider the possibility of increasing membership by having a
Spanish and Italian version of SEDOS Bulletin. This however would
mean a considerable increase in staff and other expenses and would
need thorough examination. » translation of parts of the Bulletin
could be investigated initially,

Consider publishing the SEDOS Bulletin once a month instead of
every two weeks and pecssibly increasing the size of this one
monthly issue, Also consider mailing by ordinary mail rather than
air-mail.

The Executive Secretary agreed to carry out a poll of the Bulletin
readership early in 1985 regarding these and other points,

The President then put the first part of the Treasurer's proposal
to the Meeting.

PROPCOSAL: THAT IN 1985 ANNUAL !"EMBERSHIP FEES BE ITL 1.612.500
{US$% 865) FOR MEMBERS WHOSE GENERALATES ARE IN ROME AND ITL 806.250
FOR MEMBERS UVHOSE GENERALATES AREZ OVERSEAS.
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The proposition was agreed by an absolute majority of 17.
Some delegates abstained as they had not been able to contact
their General Councils,

84/5 The second part of the proposal: "acceptation of the principle of
increasing fees each year according to the rate of inflation™, was

withdrawn by the Treasurer,

84/6 Approval of the Financial Report 1984 and Budget 1985

In the discussion prior to this proposal the following points
were made:

{1) It was suggested that there should be a drive for increased
membership especially among non-English Institutes. (AGREED)

(2) In this connection it was suggested that circular letters and
informatiocn, for example, about SEDOS meetings should not be
in English only. (AGREED)

(3) The President then moved the approval of the Financial Report
and the Budget.
PROPOSAL: THAT THE 1984 FINANCIAL REPORT AND THE 1985 BUDGET
BE APPROVED.
Proposed: Sr, Christine Middelhoff, Seconded: Fr, William
Halliden
Approved unanimously.

B4/7 vote of Thanks to the Treasurer: The President thanked Fr. Leo

Paul Nobert, sincerely for
caring so efficiently for the SEDOS finances which he did generously
as a voluntary service to SEDOS. The members of the Assembly recorded
their appreciation with applause.

84/8 Executive Secretary's Annual Report, 1984: The Report had been

circulated prior to
the meeting. The Secretary referred to the various sections of the
Report: increase in SEDOS membership during the year: the various
Seminars which were held and a review of the programme of Seminars
over the three-year period since the 1931 Research Seminar; informal
up~dating meetings; SEDOS Bulletin and Documentation Centre; collabo-
ration with other organisations; review of 1983 General Assembly; the
present Secretariate; future plans for SEDOS Seminars; world refugees;
likeration theology; inculturation. The Assembly then went on to
discuss some matters arising from the Report:

1} SEDOS Informal Meetings: The three such meetings held in 1984
were valuable and of considerable service

to interested members, More should be held. SEDOS members should take
more initiatives, informing the Secretariate or one another of the wvis-
its to, or presence in Rome, of members in their Societies who could
share valuable information about particular places or situations of
mission. There is unigue wealth of information available among SEDOS
members in Rome and we should do more to share it and reflect upon it
together. Such practical sharing at the personal level has great poten-
tial for SEDOS. The President supported strongly this comment of Fr. Mike
Fitzgerald and drew attention to the newly published SEDOS STATISTICS 1984,
This valuable source of information on the numbers of SEDOS members present
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in different countries could be used for contacts between the different
Institutes. It could facilitate initiatives for collaboration between
the various members at the present time when many Missionary Institutes
are nmoving into new areas of work.

Sr. Margaret Loftus (SNDN) also supported this idea of "being
sharers"., She was grateful for the Statistics being now available and
hoped that members would contact each other, for example, when going
to visit areas of concern (e.g. Central American countries) from where
it was difficult to get information.

Sr. Monica Meehan (RGS) remarked that a valuable source of inform-
ation and exchange was available during the Plenary Sessions of Council-
lors held by the different Institutes once or twice a year here in Rome,
These were times when sharing between SEDOS members could be very pro-
fitable.

AGREED - that members take initiatives in helping the Secretariate
to arrange informal meetings for sharing information and reflecting on
it together.

2) Refugees: Arising from the SEDOS Seminar on Refugees, Fr. Herman
Wijtten, SVD, drew attention to a valuable service

which SEDOS members could offer. The SVD had contacted their members
living in USA and Canada requesting them to meet refugees who were ar-
riving from Rome, Even though the refugees had rteen sponsored in these
countries, the sponsors were not legally bound to take responsibility
for the refugees. It sometimes happened that refugees were placed in
very difficult situations in ghettos or slum areas of large cities. A
letter to one's own fellow members or to members of another Institute
could help greatly to ease the problem of entry into strange new
situations.

3) Liberation Theology: The meeting discussed what action SEDOS
could take in the wake of the Declaration of

the Congregation for Doctrine and Faith on Liberation Theology. The
President suggested the possibility of forming a Sub-Committee of about
5ix members to draft a statement about this document. It would aim at
emphasizing the positive elesments of the document and be a source of
affirmation to SEDOS members working in situations where theologies of
liberation were of particular concern. The draft statement would be
circulated to members for endorsement at the villa Cavallketti wmeeting in
March. Fr. Amaladoss, 5J, felt that further reaction to the Declaration
was perhaps unnecessary. Parts of it were already the subject of
questioning from other Curial offices here in Rome itself. Better, there-
fore, to build reflection on the document into the PFeparatory meetings
which would ke held before the March 'B4 Seminar on Justice and Evange-
lization at villa Cavalletti, where it would be part of the Seminar
discussions.

Pr. Louis Brennan, OFM, emphasized the seriousness of the debate a-
round liberation theologies today and deplored the polarisation which
threatened to emerge. There was a real danger that polarisation would
drive further apart, people who had sincere and valuable contributions
to make to the debate from both sides. SEDOS should work to overcome
this polarisation and should consider initiatives which would facilitate
serious theologians of both sides reflecting and studying together -
sharing their insights rather than being dismissive of each other. A com~-
mon effort to reflect opinions from both sides in so far as possible is
needed,
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AGREED - that the topic of liberation theologies would be part

of the SEDOS preparatory groups' work before the Villa

Cavalletti Seminar on Justice and Evangelisation, Also that SEDOS
congider ways of facilitating theologians to study and reflect to-

gether.

The President then put the Executive Sectetary's Annual Report
toc the Assembly which approved it with applatise.

84/9.

a)

b)

84/10,

84/11.

84/12,

84/13.

SEDOS Seminars already planned: The Executive Secretary noted:

Justice and Evangelisation would be the theme of the Villa
Cavalletti residential Seminar
from 19th - 23rd Harch, 1984,

Women and Men in Ministry. This two day Seminar which had
been discussed at the March, 1983
SEDOS Seminar will now be con-
ducted by the Justice and Peace

Office of the Major Superior's Conferences in Rome. The

venue and other information will be circulated in the December

15 issue of SEDOS Bulletin.

SEDOS will cooperate fully with the Justice and Peace QOffice

in organising the Seminar,

Proposals for Future SEDOS Seminar Topics. Participants
were reguested
to complete
the forms circulated at this meeting and to return them to the
Secretariate.

Refugees: Follow up to SEDOS Seminar. The Executive Sec-
retaty reported there
had been a number of

practical initiatives following the Seminar. Brother Joe

Jansen, liaisori for the Ethiopian tefugees had been unable to

attend today's meeting, but had conveyed some suggestions to

the Secretary, who agreed to circulate these as an appendix to
the minutes.

Inculturation Programme. The demands of inculturation are
being acknowledged and discovered
only slowly and with difficulty.

AGREED: that SEDOS initiate informal meetings in the coming

year to facilitate sharing and reflecting among members on

their experiences and experiments in inculturation.

Date of the next Annual General Meeting:

Second Tuesday of December: December 10, 1985,

The meeting closed at 18.15 hrs. with a prayer by the Vice-

President, Sr. Helen McLaughlin, RSCJ.
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Appendix to the Minutes: Brother Jos Jansen's Proposals

a)

b)

c)

d)

{See Minute B4/11):-

Try to contact, and work in close collaboration with
Diocesan and Parish organisations in those areas
where your houses are situated.

The poor are found to be the most genercus in helping
refugees. There is a message here for SEDOS members,

Cooperate in self-help programmes for refugees. This
is a long-term programme requiring patience and demand-
ing respect for the human dignity of the refugees.

Contdct your Canadian and USA Confré@res asking them to
help in every possible way, the newly arriving refugees
who have been successful ih obtaining visas.

Try to influence the Governfterit through your Italian
contacts, to grant recognition and status to Ethiopian
refugees who at present are in constant danger of ex-
pulsion. They have nowhere to go.

- end -
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AWUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
to
SEDOS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1lth 1984

This report covers the period December lst 1983 to
November 30th, 1984.

1. THE SEDOS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE is presently constituted as follows:

{Elected)
President 1+ Fr. Henry Heekeren, SVD December 1982
Vice President: Sr. Marciana O'Keefe, NDA December 1982,
Treasurer + Fr. Leo Paul Nobert, OMI December 1982.
{2nd Term)
Members : Sr. Christine Middelhoff, SA May 198l.
Fr. Michael Fitzgerald, PA December 1981,
Sr. Giuseppina Tresoldi, MSC December 1982,
Fr. Michael Amaladoss, SJ December 1983,
Executive (Appeinted)
Secretary :+ Fr, willie Jenkinson, CSSp. July 1983
{2nd Texm)

The Committee met on eight occasions during the year. Two
members, Sr. Christine Middelhoff, SA, arnd Fr. Mike Fitzgerald, PA,
have completed a first term of three years. Fr. Fitzgerald is
eligible for re-election but Sr. Christine will not be available.
Sr. Marciana O'Keefe, DA the Vice President is resigning as from

December 1984 due to many commitments entailing her absence from
Rome.

2. MEMBERSHIP OF SEDOS

Membership continued to increase during the course of the past
year during which five new members joined, They are:

i) Sacred Heart Priests (SSCC): Superior General, Fr. Patrick
Bradley, Wia Rivarone 85,
00166, Roma;
Executive Committee Meeting, January 13, 1984,

ii) Our Lady of the Missions (RWDM): Superior General, Sr. Claire
Himbault, via Ferruccic 23;
00185 Roma.
Executive Committee Meeting, January 13, 1984,
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iii) Fratelli di San Gabriele (FSG): Superior General, Bro. Jean
Bulteau, via Trionfale,
12.840; 00135 Roma.
Executive Committee Meeting, March 25, 1984,

iv) Order of Hospitalers (Fate Bene Fratelli) {(OH):
Superior General, Fr, Pier-
luigi Marchesi, Isola
Tiberina 39; 00186 Roma.
Executive Committee Meeting, March 25, 1984,

v} Medical Missionaries of Mary (MMM): Superior General,
Sr. Jude Walsh, Greenbank
Mell, Drogheda, Ireland.
Executive Committee Meeting, September 27th, 1984.

The total number of members is now 57, 22 Societies of
women and 35 of men.

3. SEDOS SEMINARS

SEDOS continues to organise the series of Seminars undertaken as a
follow-up to the Research Seminar on Mission held in March 1981. a
cycle of three years will have been completed with the coming seminar
at Villa Cavalletti in March 1985, The 1984 series was as follows:

i) Spirituality for Conflict: Thomas Cullinan, 0SB, was the
N speaker at this Seminar held in

December 1984, at which there were 70 participants. Fr, Cullinan's
address was widely referred to following the Seminar and copied by
members of some Congregations, Although he lives in Liverpcol in the
north of England, Fr. Cullinan's address was found relevant and help-
ful for SEDOS members as far away as in conflictual situations in
Brazil,

ii} Ministries in a Dynamic Local Church was the topic of the
Residential Seminar

held at Villa Cavalletti from March 20-24, 1984, SEDOS members met
in neighbourhood group meetings in preparation for this Seminar which
gathered 80 participants and was assessed as one of the most success-
ful of the residential Seminars of the present series. A competent
team of resource persons made a serious contribution to the Seminar
process of reflecticn on ministries - old and new. They were
Fr, Michael Amaladoss, 5J, India & Rocme; Ms, Pearl Drego, India;
Ms. Catharina Halkes, Nijmegen University, Holland; Fr. Carles Pape,
SVD, Chile & Rome; Fr. David Power, OMI, Catholic University Washing-
ton and Fr. Bob Schreiter, CPPS, Chicago Theological Unicn. Five
other resource persons spoke of their perscnal experiences of ministry:
Patrick Aruna Abdulai, Sierra Leone; Sr. Garciella Estrade, Ecuador;
Peter Kungha, Papua New Guinea; Sr. Sara Casanova Lozada, Guatemala;
and Faustino luiz Teixeiras, Brazil.

The Seminar drew up a "Synthesis" of its evaluation of the present
situvation regarding Ministries today. It contains four main sections:
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A New Reality of Ministry;
Questions Being Raised;
Unresolved Tensions in this Wew Reality;

Tasks Ahead for Missionary Institutes,

The Secretariate received many requests for additional copies of
the full Seminar Report, which can be found in the Special Issue of
SEDOS Bulletin 84/No. 9 and 10 of lst June, 1984,

iii) Refugees and Mission: This Seminar, held on Octcber 31,1984,
attended by about eighty persons, was

moderated by Fr. Dietar Scholtz, SJ, assisted by Sr, Patricia Frost,
SSND, and Brother Joe Jansen, SM. The Seminar began with a showing
of the WCC film SANCTUARY, a rich source of information and inspira-
tion on the world wide dimension of the refugee problem today. The
film has since been projected by a number of member Institutes here in
Rome, The Seminar was very favourably assessed. It is hoped that
one of its results will be a greater involvement on the part of
SEDOS members in the problems of refugees here in Rome, A number of
initiatives have been taken to use the international character of our
institutes for sponsoring refugees and contacting them after their
arrival in the US or Canada. Information about this can be found in
the SEDOS Bulletin Nos. 18 and 19 which followed the Seminar.

The Executive Committee chose the topics of these Seminars
following consultation with members at the March, 1983, meeting in
Cavalletti. The Committee decided unanimously to continue these
annual residential Seminars at Villa Cavalletti.

Review of SEDOS Seminar Programme - 1981 -~ 1984: The topics dealt
with in the three

year period are as follows:

Title of Seminar

1981 June :+ An Assessment of the Research Seminar 1981
and a Setting of Priorities for further
Planning, Study and Research in Mission: {one day)
1982 March : Preparation and Formation for Future Mission.
(5 days)
October : Marxism and Mission in Africa. (2 days)
December : Ecumenical Approaches to Mission. (one day)
1983 March : Dialogue in Mission. (5 days)
September : Dialogue with Buddhists. (one day)
November : Dialogue with Post-Christians. (one day)
December : Spirituality for Conflict. (one day)
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Title of Seminar

1984 March : Wew Hinistries in a Dynamic Local Church. {5 days)
October : liission and Refugees. {one day)
December : Mission and Urbanisation. (one day)

1985 March :+ Justice and Evangelisation (Planned)} (5 days)

4, INFORMAIL. MEETINGS

In addition to its Seminar Prograrme SEDOS organises informal
meetings to give up~-to-date information on mission situations, This
is part of a service of facilitating collakoration and mutual support.
During the past year the following meetings took place:

1), Guatemala 'Up-date': SEDOS c¢ollahorated with the Justice and
Peace Secretariate of the Conferences of

Religious in Rome to sponsor a meeting with members of the
Justice and Peace group of Guatemala. Qur visitors spoke of
increasing harassment of the indigencus population due to more
and more sophisticated methods of police control and the use of
computer aided technology, which they attributed to Israeli
government aid programmes. After a slight improvement in the
situation following the removal of Rios Monte the situation is
deteriorating and indigenous Guatemalans fear even more serious
threats to their lives and well being.

ii}. Tchad 'Up-date': ©Sr. Giuseppina Tresoldi spoke to this informal
meeting on June 14 following her return from
her visit to Tchad. She also visited the Central African Repub-
lic and Southern Sudan. She shared valuable information about
developments in these areas where sisters of her Comboniani Con-
gregation and other Congregations in SEDOS 1live in very diffi-
cult circumstances.

iii). Algeria 'Up-date': Mgr. Henri Teissier, Coadjutor to the Arch-

bishop of Alger, Algeria, addressed a well
attended informal meeting on developments in Christian-Islamic
dialogue in Algeria and other countries of MNorth Africa, His
comuitment to dialogue with NMuslims is unshakable and his replies
to specific questions about the current difficulties in dialogue
were illuwminating.

The present may not be a time for specifically religiocus
dialogue between Christians and Muslims but the dialeogue of life,
the search for what can be done together at a purely human level,
continues. Both Muslim and Christian recognise they are not the
same kind of Christian or Muslim as a result of being together.
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5. EEDOS BULLETIN

We receive a constant, if modest regquest for the Bulletin from
new readers although it is not advertised, The circulation is now
850 per issue, up fran500 three years ago. Costs have also increased,
particularly postage, and so the annual subscription, mainly to cover
postage, has been increased to $15 in Europe and $20 Overseas. The
mailing arrangements were adjudged excellent in the assessment of the
Bulletin carried cut in 1983,

As the Bulletin contains news of 'Coming Events' it is important
that readers in Rome receive it regularly. At present it is deliver-
ed to the Borgo S, Spirito Jesuit house and the Brothers of the
Christian Schools in via Aurelia on the 1lst and 15th of each month.
However, an increasing number of member Societies ask to have it
delivered by mail in Rome as the postal facilities have greatly im-
proved. Also there are complaints from the pick-up=-poihts that
Bulletins are not collected regularly. It might be worth deciding to
deliver all Bulletins by mail and charging for postage.

Items from the Bulletin are fairly constantly reproduced in many
other mission magazines. There is evidence also that it is used by
members of General administrations and by readers in distant mission
situations. At the beginning of 1983 an evaluation was carried out.
We hope to repeat this in 1985.

The question has been raised whether a Spanish version, of at
least parts of the Bulletin, could be produced, particularly for
Latin American countries where the Churches are civing attention to
developing a missionary dimension in the aftermath of Puebla. This
would not be possible with present staff and facilities but the idea
is worthy of further consideration.

The Bulletin aims to present the 'cutting edge' of mission situa-
tions reflecting both problems and opportunities and to reflect on
the theology of mission today particularly in relation to the ex-—
periences of members., There is a wealth of material available in the
various mission magazines and reviews we receive from members and al-
though the Bulletin is issued every two-weeks it is not possible to
share more than a fraction of the valuable insights coming into our
Documentation Centre - the source of the Bulletin. The Bulletin also
contains the Reports of the various SEDOS Seminars and, in most
cases, the full texts of the talks delivered by the resource persons.

6. SEDOS DOCUMENTATICON CENTRE

In 1984 we began a feasibility study on the use of a computer for
the Centre. This study has not yet been completed. The Centre re-
ceives regularly, seventy-six 'internal' reviews of Magazines from
members and eighty-eight 'external' reviews, In additicon approximate-
ly 280 other items are received on an irregular basis. 2 bank of over
five thousand reference cards provides a rich scurce of guidance to con-
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temporary information and articles on mission topics. The Centre is
confined to material covering the previous ten vears.

The 'keyworded' cards are listed alphabetically and contain in=-
formation indicating Author, Country, Subject and Institute where ap-—
plicable. It has been frequently remarked that the Centre contains
a wealth of resources of mission studies but that it is little known
and little used,

7. STATISTICS

The 1983 General Assembly asked for a statistical analysis of
SEDOS members, This analysis has now been published. It indicates
the extraordinary spread of members throughout the world, There are
frequent references to the international character of our mission
Societies, and a quick glance at this very simple statistical analysis
underlines the truth of this assertion. Can this multinational
character be used by SEDOS or by individual members or groups of
members for greater exchange of information, more forceful action, or
collaboration in pooling personnel to staff specific projects in
mission situations ?

8. COOPERATION

During the year there were two appointments to Curial Offices of
particular interest to SEDOS, We welcomed Archbishop Dermot Ryan,
Pro-Prefect of the Congregation for Ewvangelisation of Peoples and
Archbishop Francis Arinze, Pro-President of the Vatican Secretariate
for Non-Christian Religions. We wish them every blessing in their
new posts of great responsibility and assure them of our collaborat-
ion.

SEDOS collaborates with the Vatican Secretariate for Promoting
Christian Unity and with other organisations in Rome - The Council
of XVIII which is the combined council of representatives from the
Congregation for Evangelisation of Peoples and the Unions of Superior
Generals of Missionary Institutes; Commission VI, the mission com-
mission of the Unions of Superiors General of Men (USG) and of women
(UISG); the two Unions of Religious men and women, USG and UISG;
Multimedia; Agrimissio; the Italian Assoclation of Missionary
Editors, and other organisations in Rome having an interest in mission:

Outside Rome contact is maintained with organisations such as the
International Association of Mission Studies (IAMS), the United States
Catholic Mission Association, the World Council of Churches' Commiss-
ion on World !lission and Evangelisation (CVME), Pro HMundi Vita, The
Center for Concern in {lashington, the Catholic Lectureship at Selly
Oak Colleges, Birmingham, the World Catholic Federation for the Bib~
lical Apostolate, etc.

In cooperaticn with the ilorld Conference on Religion and Peace,
SEDOS appointed two delegates from SEDOS membkers living in Xenya to
attend the Fourth World Conference on Religicn and Peace held in
Naircbi in August, 1984, {(See SEDOS Bulletin, 84/No.l16).
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During 19B4 Sr. Christine Middelhoff of the Executive Council
spoke to a group of the Sacred Heart Sisters at Villa Lante about
SEDOS and its activities.

Two groups of the Society for African Mission, one English - the
other French speaking visited the Documentation Centre during their
renewal meeting in Rome.

The Executive Secretary addressed the Association of Italian Mis-
siocnary Editors on Africa Today.

The 1984 SEDOS Brochure was published at the beginning of the
year. There were many reguests for information about SEDOS and
about missions. However, there are also many indications that SEDOS
is not well known outside its own membership and in many cases not
known outside the Roman based personnel of its members |

9. FINANCES

Annual subscriptions have remained unchanged during 1984 and in
fact for the previous two years, It is inevitable that the fees will
be increased for 1985. The treasurer, Fr. Leo Paul Nobert, will pre-
sent proposals with the Budget for 1985.

10. PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF THE SECRETARIATE

The staff at present is as follows: Ms. Antigone Lloyd, Bulletin;
Ms. Jacintha Alagiah, Secretarial; Ms. Ingrid Besch, Documentation.
Sr. Agnetta, SSPS, Ms. Philippa Vlooldridge and Sr. Kathleen England,Osy,
come to work at the Documentation Centre once a veek. Sr, Ursula
Stolz, CPPS, returned to the USA in July 1984. The post of Assistant
to the Executive Secretary remains unfilled. Willie Jenkinson, CSSp,
is Executive Secretary.

1i. 1983 GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Executive Committee considered this Assembly at their meeting
of January 13th, 1984. Put briefly, their assessment was that "the
business meeting was dull and poorly attended" ! Many left at the
conclusion of the Seminar section of the day foreseeing the meeting
would deal with business matters only and would interest only
Superiors General or their delegates,

This is a loss as all members are entitled to take part in the
discussion, reviewing the past year, proposing directions for the fu-
ture and sharing their points of view. Voting alone, is confined to
Superiors General or their mandated delegates.

In an effort to improve the guality of discussion at the Assembly
the Executive Committee decided that the Annual Report of the Secretary
should be circulated before the Assembly and that the Executive Sec-
retary help to provide realistic items for the Agenda. The meeting
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should also be held in a smaller hall.

I.

12, THE FUTURE

Villa Cavallettl Seminar: Looking to the year ahead the most sig-

nificant event in the SEDOS Calendar
will be the residential SEDOS Seminar at Villa Cavalletti on the
topic "Justice and Evangelisation”. It is inevitable that Libera-
tion Theclogies will enter into the scope of the Seminar. We are
inviting as resource persons people who live in situations of in-
justice together with some professional economists and a theolo-
gian who could help us in our reflection on the shared experiences
concerning Justice and Evangelisation with which the Seminar will
commence. We will alsc be holding preparatory group meetings to
reflect on the evidence of what was achieved in practice through
foption for the poor' which many Societies of SEDOS incorporated
in their new Constitutions.

II. Complemtarity of Women and Men in Misgsion: Two days, March 25 and

26, have been set
agside for the study of this topic, Catharine Halkes, Professor
of Feminist Theology at the University of Nijmegen in Holland will
be present for this Seminar which is now coming under the aegis of
the USG/UISG Justice and Peace Office with which SEDOS will work
in close collaboration.

IT11.0ther Topics: There are many other topics which have been pro-

pesed for consideration by SEDOS. We list a few
here:

a) Sacred Scripture - the Soul of Evangelisation. The Office
of WCFBA

has kindly agreed to provide competent resource people for
this topic should we agree to take it as a topic for a
Seminar,

b) Inculturation. What in practice is happening ? This has

particular relevance n&t only to African

countries but also to countries of Asia and Latin America.

c) Youth in Mission in 1985 - In view of the coming Inter-
national Year of the Youth.
a) Laity in Mission - In view of the topic of the forthcoming

Synod of Bishops.

IV. We give for reference the first preferences for future Seminar

topics proposed by the participants at the Villa Cavalletti Se-
minar in March 1984:
No. of Preferences

L}

1. Justice and Peace (11)
2. Problems of Mission in Urhanisation (07)
3, Primary Evangelization (04)
4, Refugees {Displaced Persons) {03)
5. Peace (03)
6. Mutuality between Men and Women in the Church {03)
7. Women in Mission {02)
8. Islamic Renewal Movement and its growth {02)
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g, Ecumenism (02}
10. Role of Women in Church and Society {OL)
1l. Role of Women in Evangelization, past and present (01}
12, Feminist Theology {01)
13, Feminism: Women in the Church as part of J & P

and Human Rights (01)
14, Creative use of Mass Media (01}
15, Ordained Ministry (01)
lé6. Re-evangelization (01)
17. Justice and Peace focused on Refugees (01)
18, Qualities for leadership in the Church today (0L}

The General Assembly will be asked to give guidance on th2 final
.choice of topics. Some of the above could ke the subject of in-
formal meetings for sharing of informaticn.

V. Refugees: Still looking to the year ahead SEDOS members might
7 consider, individually or collectively undertaking
specific projects, Following the recent Seminar on Refugees one
of those concerned with the day to day problems remarked with
some surprise that the proportion of SEDOS members actually in-
volved in the Refugee programme was smaller than one would have
expected,

VI. Documentation Centre: There are proposals for the more wide-
spread use of the Centre. These will
almost certainly entaill a computer aided re-organisation and the
possibility of close collaboration with other Centres, Would
SEDOS nmembers be prepared to help financially with a one-time
only contribution ?

ViI.Liberation Theology: While there are statements to the effect
that it is only the aberrations and
exaggerations of liberation theology which are the subject of
warnings and documents from Vatican offices there is a feeling
among many SEDOS members that these will be misused inevitably
by those who are opposed to any theology of liberation.

Members of SEDOS might wish to consider the possibility of
undertaking a common action concerning the recent declaration on
liberation theology, emphasizing the need for positive reactions,
avolding misunderstandings, affirming and encouraging their mem-
bers who are engaged in day to day evangelising among those who
suffer the effects of structural injustice and violence,

VIII.Inculturation: 1In this area also the need has been expressed for
a sharing of actual experiences among the SEDOS
members, -~ efforts that have been made, successes, failures or
mistakes registered, lessong that have been learned, proposals
that could be made for experimentation. The growing inter-
natiocnal character of many member Societies is a rich resource
which can be tapped.

The changing pattern of mission today is a challenge to us to
examine the degree to which we should collaborate more and act more
collectively. This challenge may well be a sign of the times in
which we live. During the year the liturgical celebrations and
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prayers at our Seminars reflected our conviction that little or no-
thing can be achieved without union in Christ the centre of our lives
and our activities.

In conclugion 1 thank the members of the Executive Committee for
their dedication and their constant support. There is always a
generous response from them to requests for help arnd co-operation.

I thank specially all those who collaborated with us in so many ways
during the course of the year particularly in the organising of our
Seminars. This collaboration is one of the hallmarks of the SEDOS
membership and we in the Secretariate appreciate it deeply. it is
this spirit of collaboration and search in common which is at the
heart of SEDOS.

Fr. Willie Jenkinson, CSSp.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY - SEDOS

Points from the Panel Discussion -
Contihued from Page 17.

to be re-assessed today as the communal values of other cultures are
recognised, for example in various African societles, Islamic social
pressures, regarded critically or even negatively by Christians, seem
to have preserved TIslam against enormous political pressures in the
Soviet Union or Turkey, But we must not generalize nor disregard the
considerable variation within Islam or Hinduism.

We need to avoid presuppositions about the definition of Church in
the context of the supercity. The aspects of organisation and power
too often seem to be emphasized. & description of the young Churches
as "a foreign, powerful minority, rich, well-organised, with good
social and educational facilities and good overseas contacts, neither
poor nor holy" may seem a travesty but is often heard,

As Pierre Delooz said there are few if any precedents. Each
Christian community in these new situations has to start from scratch.
There appears to be no pastoral theology or pastoral care common to the
different situations. And so a number of speakers reiterated the im-
portance and significance of the grass-roots, basic groups and Chri-
stian communities as one possible wav to go. Marie Cloutier had des-
cribed one such growth, Andrew Edele another. In the wider context
have we not something to learn from the Islamic or Hindu experience ?

The debate was worthwhile if it only raised these guestions and
possibilities even if it did not propound solutions.

Willie Jenkinson, CSSp.
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SEDOS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1984
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Vincenzo Carletti
Jim Mc Donnell
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Irene Mathias

Ann Marie Cunan
Armandine De Meyer
Marilou Vanderstraetan
Gopetti Renzo
Francesco Pierrli
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Jeanne Baptiste Itgaina
Joseph 0'MNeill

Betty Ann Maheu, (UISG)
Ronald Larkin

John Bosman

Djanar Poespowardcjo
Kenneth Viegas
Louis Brennan
Aloysius Shannon

Leo Paul Nobert

Bill Sheehan

Bernard Quintus
Francis George
Damian Byrne

Bernard QOlivier
Jeanne Hartono
Michael Fitzgerald
Frans Devillé

Franco Cagnasso
Monica Meeshan
Fedelis Canning
Cathleen Prendergast
Meira Ross

Helen McLaughlin
Vivien Bowman
Paguita Tomayo
Victoria Busch

Lucia Brandau

Maria Haller

Suzanne LeGal
Christine Middelhoff
Steffen Jacques

W. Van den Boogaard

SCMM~T Thér&se Mary Barnett

SDB

sJ

5MA

sSMC
SMSH

SNDUN

SPS

S8C
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SSP

SSPS

SVD
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TOR
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Anthony Smit

Luke Looy

Michael Amaladoss
Henry Volken

Peter Thompson
Franco Icardi

Rosa Ester Deleidi
M. Emerentiana

Mar ie Lamerand
Mary McCallion
Peggy Loftus
Martine Neill
Eamon Hayden

John Brady

William Halliden
Laura Jean Spaeth
Patricia Frost
Bernadette Sauro
Lucia Rigatini
Maria Caridad Isidro
Henry Heekeren
Herman Wijtten
Joseph Connolly
Meo Elia

Francesco Marini
Thomas Panikaruparambil
Aidan Mullaney

Serafina Sergi
Floralda Estaban
lichael Joyce
Dorothy Bujold (UISG)
M. Klara

M. Diethild

Marie Janesch

Anne Margaret
Maureen Flood

Wendy Poussard

Willie Jenkinson, CSSp.
Executive Secretary
Agnetta Pionkowski, SSPs
Miss Jacintha Alagiah

RESQURCE PERSONS: Fr. Andrea Fdele, PA.
Marie Cloutier, SA.
Pierre Delooz

Sr.
Mr.
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Reminder: Renewal of Subscription 1985

Dear Subscriber,
Subscription Rates remain unchanged in 1985:

Eurcpe: US315.00 (or approximate equivalent)
Other Continents: US$20.00 (or approximate equivalent)

If you receive the SEDOS BRULLETIY in exchange for your
publicaticn or if you have already sent your subscripticon ne acticon
should be taken on this notice. If not we aslk you to send your
subscription as soon as possible to offset the considerable mailing
costs.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,
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Fr. Willie“Jeénkinson, CSSp.
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