


An Interview with Gustavo Gutierrez 

("There i s  a l i t t l e  man i n  Pem, a man ~?i thout  any power, who 
l i v e s  i n  a barrio ~ - 7 t h  poor people and who wrote a book. In  this 
book he simply rechimed the  basic Christian t ru th  t h ~ t  God became 
human t o  brinq good news t o  the  poor, new l igh t  t o  the  bZind, and 
l i be r t y  t o  t h e  captives. Ten years h t e r  this  book and the  movement 
it started are considered dangerous by the  greatest  power on earth. 
When I look a t  %iris l i t t l e  man, Gustavo, and think about t h e  tall 
Ronald Reagan, I see David standing before Goliath again L t h  no 
more weapon timn a l i t t l e  stone, called A Theology of L,iberation." 
(Henri Nmwen i n  !Gracias!, puLZished by iiarper and Row, Sail Francisco, 
1983) .  

On January 16, t h i s  " l i t t l e  man': Gustavo Gutierrez, celebrated 
tb 25th Anniver~ary o f  h is  ordination i n t o  the priesthood. The 
following interview was made t o  mark tha t  occasion.) 

On January 16th, Gustavo, you w i l l  complete 2 5  years  of ordinat ion  
a s p r i e s t .  How do you look upon t h i s  period of your l i f e ?  

Wel1 , the t ru th  i s t h a t  I f e e l  a s  much accompanied a s  I do 
accompanying. P la in  and simple, I belong t o  t h e  people and I seek 
t o  walk with them and within t h i s  context ,  t o  l i v e  out my f a i t h  in  
Chr i s t ,  which I share  with t h e  people. Also from t h e r e ,  I hegin 3 

theologica l  r e f l ec t ion .  

It is  a l s o  from t h e r e  t h a t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  have a r i s e n  t h e  theoloqica l  
themes t h a t  vou have d e a l t  with. One of them-a c e n t r a l  one, it 
seems t o  me-is t h e  theme of l i f e  which you present  a s  a  confrontat ion 
&.h death  ? 

From a  theologica l  perspect ive ,  t h e  overwhelming f a c t  i s  t h e  
poverty in  which t!le huge major i ty  of people :ives. I t  marks t h e i r  
exis tence  and a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  g r e a t  chal lenge t o  a  human and 
Chr is t ian  conscience. 

I t  seems c l e a r  t o  ne  t h a t  t h e  poverty t h a t  e x i s t s  among us  
means, above everything e l s e ,  death. ( I t  means) ohysica l  death  f o r  
many. Children (we have one of t h e  highest  ind ices  of in fan t  mor ta l i ty  
i n  Lat in  America) and a d u l t s  d i e  because of hunger and lack of medical 
a t t e n t i o n ,  but a l s o  because of repress ion  by those  who defend a  s o c i a l  
order t h a t  b e n e f i t s  t h e  minori t ies .  And it equal ly  means dea th  a t  
o ther  l eve l s :  c u l t u r a l  death,  f o r  example, of peoples whose own r a c i a l ,  



l i n g u i s t i c  and c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  not recognized; absence 
of respect  f o r  human d ign i ty ,  a s  i n  the  case  of women, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
women of t h e  poor sec tors .  

In t h e  f ace  of t h i s  c r u e l  r e a l i t y ,  w e  rediscover something 
fundamental i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  messaqe: t h e  announcenent of l i f e ,  
expressed concre te ly  i n  t h e  r e su r rec t ion  of our Lord, ... I bel ieve 
t h a t  which we c a l l  theology of l i b e r a t i o n  i s  barn p rec i se ly  out  of 
t h e  c o n t r a s t  between t h e  r e a l i t y  of death  and t h e  Kingdom of l i f e  
about which t h e  Gospel speaks. 

We a r e  p resen t ly  experiencing a c l imate  of violence in  t h i s  
country t h a t  shows t h i s  contempt f o r  l i f e .  Although a t  f i r s t  we 
were hor r i f i ed  a t  some th ings  t h a t  happened, now the  horrors  a r e  
becaning d a i l y  happenings. The most t e r r i b l e  th ing t h a t  could happen 
t o  us i s  t h a t  we become accustomed t o  t h a t  lack  of respect  f o r  t h e  
most fundamental r i q h t  of t h e  human person which is t h e  r i g h t  t o  
l i v e .  Although a l l  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h a t  right-from wherever they may 
come4eserve t o  be re jec ted ,  we cannot s top point ing ou t  t h a t  
v i o l a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  committed by those who have ~ r e c i s e l y  t h e  function 
of  p ro tec t ing  s o c i a l  order and of e s t ab l i sh ing  j u s t i c e ,  a r e  doubly 
scandalous, e spec ia l ly  when t h a t  conduct is  inc i t ed  by, j u s t i f i e d  
o r  t o l e r a t e d  by responsible p o l i t i c i a n s  c a l l e d  t o  watch over t h e  
common good. 

What has happened these  daysinLima-many of us s t i l l  have t h e  
hor r ib le  images before our eyes of t h e  mur3er of 3 pr i soners  and a 
nun i n  an attempted escape From t h e  Lurigencho prison-has shown u s  
t h i s  contempt one more time, t h i s  time i n  f u l l  day l igh t  and i n  f r o n t  
of t e l e v i s i o n  cameras, t h a t  makes one wonder what could be occurring 
in t h e  more hidden corners  of our country. In  f a c t ,  during these  
same days, without a s ing le  explanation being given,  the deaths  of 
one hundred people i n  Pyacucho were reported.  

I be l ieve  t h a t  a l l  these  th ings  cannot help but chal lenge us. 
We have t o  make every e f f o r t  not  t o  accept  these  events  a s  p a r t  of 
our d a i l y  l i f e .  We have t o  maintain our capacity f o r  horror and 
r e j e c t i o n ,  a s  well a s  our capaci ty  t o  demand jus t i ce .  

Sometimes I have heard you qupte a phrase from Bernanos: "When I d i e ,  
t e l l  t h e  sweet kinqdom of e a r t h  t h a t  I loved it more deeply than I 
ever dared t o  say." What does t h a t  mean f o r  you? 

That phrase from Bernanos has always seemed very beaut i fu l  t o  
me because it was s a i d  by a marl who f e l t  very deeply, pa in fu l ly  i n  
some moments, the  demands of being Chr i s t i an  and who knew how t o  
express and l i v e  out ,  with g r e a t  s t rength ,  an a t t i t u d e  of detachment- 
of ascet icism, t o  use an o ld  expression. A t  t h e  same time, he was 
someone who deeply loved t h i s  world, which he r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
Kingdom of t h i s  ear th .  In h i s  works, t h a t  love f o r  t h e  everyday, f o r  
t h e  l i t t l e  th ings ,  f o r  t h e  small and g r e a t  happinesses i n  l i f e ,  i s  
present  even i n  h i s  most tormented charac ters .  

I be l ieve  t h a t  without a profound love f o r  the  human r e a l i t i e s ,  
from t h e  most concrete t o  t h e  smallest-and we f ind  t h i s  very c l e a r l y  
in  t h e  Bible, too-that  t h e r e  is no authent ic  Chr i s t i an  l i f e .  



The Chr i s t i an  i s  not  one who d i sda ins  these  values  of f r iendship ,  
of beauty, of t h e  everyday: on t h e  contrary,  t h e  Chr i s t i an  i s  one 
who esteems them.   in ally, t h e r e  i s  here, I bel ieve,  t h e  dimension 
which we Chr i s t ins  c a l l  t h e  incarnation,  God who has become man and 
who has taken on a l l  human r e a l i t i e s .  

How do  you see  the  fu tu re?  What signs, what p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  
t h e r e  f o r  r e a l i z i n q  t h e  hopes and plans f o r  t h e  poor of Peru and a l l  
L a t i n  America? 

I bel ieve  the  poor, i n  s p i t e  of everything, maintain a g r e a t  
capaci ty  t o  a f f i rm and claim t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  t o  organize themselves 
and t o  become increas ingly  the  protagonis ts  in  t h e i r  own his tory .  

In s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  situation we have ta lked about 
could r e s u l t  i n  disenchantment, f r u s t r a t i o n ,  and even a c e r t a i n  
skepticism i n  some peroris, T th ink  t h a t  i n  t h e  popular sectors- in 
many of them, a t  least-hopefulness and t h e  capaci ty  t o  transform 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a r e  maintained t o  a high degree and it is in them t h a t  
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  ( t o  e f f e c t  changes) r e s ides .  J u s t  a s  
important a s  t h i s  hard, pa in fu l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i s  the  w i l l  of many t o  
change it, r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  without i l l u s i o n s ,  based on f irm founda- 
t ions .  

I bel ieve  t h e  Cassel is  not  a l i e n  t o  these  in ten t ions  and hopes, 
but on t h e  contrary,  it acccupanies,ctrengthens and encourages them 
in  many p a r t s  of Peru and in  Lat in  America. 

Confidence i n  t h e  sane fo rces  of poor people, a s  much a s  f a i t h  
in God, g ives  C h r i s t i a n s  s o l i d  b a s i s  f o r  a hope t h a t  I would l i k e  
t o  c a l l  r e a l i s t i c .  Because beyond what some skep t i c s  may th ink,  I 

beli.eve t h a t  the  people a r e  opening a way and it is from t h e r e  t h a t  
t h e  Chr i s t i an  cormunity is  a l s o  expressing new forms of f a i t h f u l n e s s  
t o  Jesus  C h r i s t .  

There is a t e r r i b l e  nhrase in t h e  Bible, i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  of St .  Paul, 
.YI w i l l  des t roy  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t " .  Perhaps t h a t  
i s  t h e  bas ic  condit ion f o r  respect ing  t h a t  r o l e  of t h e  people. 

Destruct ion of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  "of the  i n t e l l i g e n t " ,  not of 
in te l l igence .  In the  Peruvian i n t e l l e c t u a l  world, t h e r e  have been 
at tempts t o  be near t h e  l i f e ,  including t h e  expressions, of the  
people. Arguedas, fo r  example, is a notable  case ,  but t h a t  i s  a 
process t h a t  I consider t o  be j u s t  beginning. 

I a l s o  bel ieve  t h a t  it i s  inpor tant  not  t o  f a l l  i n t o  an easy 
romanticism. Expressions t h a t  we o f t e n  say come from the  people 
a r e ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  induced by innumerable influences including the  
communications media. A s  such, a c e r t a i n  discernment must opera te  
in  whatever comes from t h e  people, including t h e i r  r o l e  a s  protagonis t  
in  t h e i r  h i s to ry .  

I n  any case ,  I bel ieve  t h a t  nuch stronger l i n k s  a r e  needed be- 
tween t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who have the  necessary t o o l s  t o  formulate 
a way of thouqht and t h e  l i f e  of t h e  people. To pu t  themselves a t  
t h e  se rv ice  of the  people, not without discernment but au then t i ca l ly  
a t  t h e i r  se rv ice ,  is one of t h e  g r e a t  t a s k s  of those whom we c a l l  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  

Ref. LADOC Vol. X I V ,  Iio. 5 EfAY/JUNE 1984. 



An Experience i n  t h e  Phi l ippines  

Emelina Vil leqas,  IC!l 

(kJe are grateful  t o  S i s t e r  Emelina for t he  tat of t k i s  address 
wkich she presented t o  the  Ezecutive Comnittee of Caritns Inter- 
nat ional is  a t  t h e i r  meeting held i n  Rome, P,lovtmber 7-13, 19841. 

It i s  about 30 years  now s ince  I became involved w i t h  t h e  _ooor. 
I have gone throuqh 3 stages. 

1. High school years:  A s  a member of t h e  Legion of Mary I took pa ins  
i n  teaching t h e  rosary  t o  t h e  poor vendors 

around t h e  p a r i s h  and encouraged them t o  go t o  Mass on Sundays o r  
t o  send t h e i r  chi ldren  t o  t h e  Sunday catechism c lasses .  With o the r  
members of our praesidium, we m u l d  go "home v i s i t i n g "  with t h e  aim 
of hel?ina t h e  parishoners t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e i r  marriages. 

2 .  College years: During these  years  broader con tac t s  were provided 
through t h e  school ' s  organiza t ions .  During t h i s  

period I experienced t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  s l r i m s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, 
charac ter ised  by f i l t h  and squalor ,  by dingy make-shift h o u s i n ~ ,  by 
overcrowrling, by uns table  family r e l a t i o n s  and by a l ive l ihood f u l l  
of insecur i ty .  Later ,  I learned t h a t  slums were a post-war phenomenon. - 
The system of land tenure  deprived t h e  r u r a l  f o l k s  of oppor tun i t i e s  
and development was concentrated i n  t h e  c i t y  centres.  Vi l lage  
people were forced t o  migrate t o  t h e  c i t i e s  where t h e r e  seemed t o  be 
more and b e t t e r  o p ~ o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l iv ing .  The in f lux  of t h e  r u r a l  
f o l k s  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  became massive. The c i t i e s  were not a b l e  t o  
absorb them and so, t h e  r u r a l  people were forced t o  c l u s t e r  on t h e  
hanks of t h e  r i v e r s  o r  b ig  canals ,  along t h e  r a i l roads ,  around t h e  
p i e r s ,  under t h e  br idges  o r  on empty l o t s .  Squatt ing became rampant 
and l a t e r  was declared i l l e g a l .  

Through t h e  CRS a i d  I was a b l e  t o  oather  t h e  ch i ld ren  f o r  r e -  
c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  while t h e i r  mothers i?a t ient ly  l i n e d  up t o  g e t  
some kind o f  food foreigm t o  t h e i r  t a s t e  and t h e i r  d i e t a r y  habits .  
Later  on, a s  r e l i g i o u s  missionary and with a l i t t l e  more t r a i n i n q  my 
involvement became more organized. A more rounded s o c i a l  programme 
was designed f o r  t h e  people within t h e  s e t t i n g  of a s o c i a l  center ,  
which l e d  on t o  personal  counsel l ing,  then a d u l t  and vocational  
t r a i n i n q ,  leadership  formation, community development and organizat ion.  

I experienced t h e  poor a s  malnourished, passive,  resiqned, 
apa the t i c ,  p a t i e n t l y  su f fe r ing ,  and dependent. They r a n  from one 
c h a r i t y  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  another i n  t h e  hope of g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  
more f o r  t h e  day. Family l i f e  revolved around t h e  next meal. The 
f a t h e r ,  with o r  without a job was out of t h e  house and a t  n iqh t ,  
usual ly  drank; t h e  mother was busy with laundry work or  o ther  odd jobs 



t o  augment t h e  family income while t h e  small ch i ld ren  were l e f t  
nlaying in  t h e  s t r e e t s .  

3 ,  A t  t h e  cross-roads: In t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s  and e a r l y  sevent ies ,  with 
t h e  onset  of s tudent  act ivism and peasant 

unres t ,  and t h e  nubl ica t ion  of t h e  Synod document on J u s t i c e  there  
came a deeper inquiry  i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of poverty of t h e  g rea t  
majori ty o f  t h e  people. Through t h e  g rass roo t s  community o r g a n i z a t i o ~ .  
t h e  people themselves went dee?er i n t o  t h e  causes of t h e i r  d e s t i t u t e  
s i t u a t i o n .  This  attempt led t o  an ana lys i s  not  only of t h e i r  s i t u a -  
t ion  but a l s o  of t h e  tyne of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  operat ing i n  the  whole 
of soc ie ty  and i n  t h e  world. Poverty a r i s e s  not  j u s t  because Juan 
de  l a  Cruz i s  lazy.  It is  a phenomenon brought a b u t  by t h e  process 
of economic and p o l i t i c a l  domination of persons and groups over t h e  
majority, an2 of na t ions  over o the r  na t ions  through t h e  presence of 
mul t ina t ional  ccrpora t ions  and some f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Neither i s  it a problem of s c a r c i t y  on t h e  one hand, and over- 
population on t h e  o t h e r  hand, but t h e  r e s u l t  of economic and p o l i t i c a l  
p o l i c i e s  within a system where p r o f i t  i s  t h e  highest  value. A glimpse 
a t  our h i s t o r y  shows t h a t  although we got  our independence i n  1946 
from t h e  US we remained economically dependent on t h e  US through 
unequal t r e a t i e s  and agreements. Our present  export-oriented and 
import-depeqdent economy and our d i c t a t o r i a l / a u t h o r i t a r i a n  government 
a r e  t h e  continuation of t h e  terms of these  t r e a t i e s  and agreements. 

r r a r t i a l  Law: The dec la ra t ion  of mar t i a l  law i n  1972 brought out  more 
g la r ing ly  t h e  induced dependence of t h e  Phi l ippines  

on t h e  United Sta tes .  The need f o r  rarr m a t e r i a l s  and semi-finished 
products,  the  need f o r  a  market. f o r  t h e i r  own products,  and t h e  
presence of t h e  m i l i t a r y  bases a r e  t h e  main i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  US i n  
t h e  Phil ippines.  A l l  t h e s e  have t o  be maintained through t h e  p o l i c i e s  
of t h e  law o r  by coercion i f  necessary. 

Recovering from t h e  after-shock of mar t i a l  law t h e  people began 
t o  move i n  s p i t e  of t h e  t h r e a t  of a r r e s t s  and detention.  The qovt. 
programmes f o r  s l u m  clearance,  demolition, and rese t t lement  were 
r e s i s t e d  vehemently hy t h e  neople. riuman barr icades  were formed 
t o  prevent t h e  en t ry  of p o l i c e  and m i l i t a r y  men. Thbrkers launched 
c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s  j n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  t o  demand higher wages and 
benef i t s ,  b e t t e r  working condit ion and job secur i ty .  S t r i k e  move- 
ments spread. Demonstrat ions,  r a l l i e s ,  p r o t e s t s ,  and marches became 
avenues f o r  a i r i n g  grievances and a s s e r t i n g  workers' r i g h t s .  

Church Personnel: The majori ty of church people were caught unawares 
by t h i s  t u r n  of events.  Statements quest ioning 

Martial law were issued by the  Bishops while t h e  Najor-Superiors s e t  
up task-forces t o  conscient ize  both Church people, t h e  masses. Data- 
ga ther ing  was encourzged a s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  the  cont ro l led  medja 
treatment of p o l i t i c a l  detainees.  R small group of church personnel 
who had been with the  people a l l  along,  supnorted t h e  demands of t h e  
people. Loose groupings were formed such a s  t h e  Friends of the  
farmers, the  workers, t h e  d r i v e r s ,  and t h e  urban poor. 

A t  t h i s  point ,  I found myself a t  t h e  crossroads.  Should I 
continue my usual  work a t  t h e  s o c i a l  cen te r  o r  should I p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  ac t ions  of t h e  poor who have awakened and who have found some 
ways of so lv ing t h e i r  problems? I was j.n a  dilemma because I had 



been so used t o  diepensing se rv ices  t o  t h e  ~ e o p l e  and t o  deal ing  
with t h e  "poorest of t h e  poor". (,That would work in s o l i d a r i t y  with 
then e n t a i l ?  After  deeper study, r e f l e c t i o n  and consul ta t ion  with 
some f r i ends ,  I decided t o  i n t e g r a t e  myself with t h e  workers and 
e n t e r  more deeply i n t o  t h e i r  l i f e  and s t ruggles .  The people them- 
se lves  had taken up t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The bes t  I could do was 
t o  af f i rm and support t h i s .  They would. then be in a  b e t t e r  pos i t ion  
t o  ca re  f o r  t h e  o ther  poor people. 

A New Religious Community: I l i th the  encouragement of my super iors ,  
srld with two other  s i s t e r s  I formed a  

comuni ty  in  a  fac tory-bel t  a rea  where t h e  f ami l i e s  c lus te red  around 
t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  Young boys and g i r l s  of about 16  and over worked i n  
t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  Nost of them were high school graduates rece iv ing 
then,  onlyt25-30 a  day (about $2.00) and t o d a y  onlyP55.80($2.50). 

f o r  about one and a  half years ,  I in tegra ted  myself with them 
while taking up a  part- t ime nayinq job f o r  t h e  Major Superiors .  I 
v i s i t e d  the  workers i n  t h e i r  homes, a t e  with them, s l e p t  with them, 
s a t  a t  t h e i r  meetings sometimes till l a t e  i n  the  evening, stood a t  
t h e  p i c k e t l i n e  with them, s o l i c i t e d  funds with them, went along t o  
t h e  Ministry of Labour and Employment with them f o r  complaints, s a t  
a t  t h e  neqot ia t ing  t a b l e  with t h e  management and joined them i n  
r a l l i e s  and demonstrations. I affirmed them, supported them, 
questioned and challenged them, broadened t h e i r  horizon. I carre t o  
know them, t h e i r  way of loolcing a t  th ings ,  persons, and events,  t h e i r  
way of a c t i n g ,  thinking,  f e e l i n g  and valuing. I became p a r t  of 
t h e i r  joys and pains ,  t h e i r  hopes and f e a r s ,  t h e i r  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  
and t h e i r  continuing s t ruggle  t o  be human and f ree .  I ce lebra ted  
l i f e  and t h e  (.lord with them. I, on t h e  o ther  hand, hecame vulnerable 
t o  them. They questioned t h e  big gap hetween words and ac t ions ,  
hetween i d e a l s  and realism. 

This dialogue of l i f e  hecame f o r  loe my involvement. I discovered 
then, the  p o t e n t i a l s  of people who a r e  organized and who r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e i r  individual  i n t e r e s t s  a r e a l s o  t h e  common i n t e r e s t  of a  
g r e a t  majori ty of t h e  people and t h a t  cooperation among them i s  t h e  
road t o  emancipation and human develonment. 

A t  t h i s  time I experienced t h e  Foor a s  s o c i a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  
aware, refus ing t o  be vict ims,  s t ruqgl ing  t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and 
takinq up r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  amidst q r e a t  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I 
saw them break-out. of t h e i r  s h e l l s ,  gradual ly  f inding words t o  ex- 
p ress  what was happening t o  them and unearthing t h e i r  genuine 
a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  freedom and jus t i ce .  Their a r t i c u l a t i o n s  were o f t e n  
raw and rough but c e r t a i n l y  authent ic .  They combined warmth and a  
sense of h o s p i t a l i t y  with mi l i tancy ancl r a d i c a l i t y .  

Confrontation: The growing r e s i s t a n c e  of a l l  s ec to r s  of t h e  popula- 
t i o n  was gradual ly  met hy novernnent with g r e a t e r  

renress ion  on t h r e e  l eve l s :  

economically - by maintaining low wages o r  by retrenchment, lay-offs ,  
o r  r o t a t i o n ,  

P o l i t i c a l l y  - by massive-mil i tar izat ion and v io la t ion  of human r i g h t s .  
This was combined with deceptive l e g i s l a t i o n  and with 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  decrees  and l e t t e r s  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  which 
a r e  not  disseminated t o  t h e  pub l i c ,  



Cul tu ra l ly  - by continuously projectinrr co lon ia l  and c a p i t a l i s t i c  
values and by thouqht-control t h ~ o u g h  t h e  media and 
d u c a t  ion. 

Socio-pol i t ica l  a c t i o n s  were answered by a r b i t r a r y  a r r e s t s  and 
detent ion ,  t o r t u r e ,  harassments, 'hamlet t ing ' ,  ' salvaqing'  and 
o u t r i g h t  k i l l i n g .  People i n  t h e  h in ter lands  were forced t o  leave  
t h e i r  lands and p roper t i e s  t o  escape m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  and a t r o c i t i e s .  
Deprived of t h e i r  r o o t s  t h e  .peoole hecme displaced persons i n  t h e i r  
own country. 

I n  order  t o  surmount t h i s  force ,  made up of our ovm nat ional  
government with t h e  support of t h e  WE, a.:r! t o  overcome t h e  e x i s t i n g  
fragmentation among t h e  people themselves, organizat ions cooperate 
and coordinate ea rnes t ly  with one another and form a l l i a n c e s .  For 
example, t h e  workers a r e  no longer confined j u s t  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
union, but s e t  up a l l i a n c e s  on various l e v e l s ,  f o r  example by type 
of industry,  o r  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  k'.t, or town-wide, o r  i n  con- 
qlomerates. Workers jo in  o the r  s e c t o r s  l j k e  f a m e r s ,  fishermen, 
t r i b a l  F i l i p h o s ,  professionals ,youth,  Church people, t o  gain 
q r e a t e r  s t r eng th  and basic uni ty .  Their g r e a t e s t  s t r eng th  i s  sure ly  
not i n  armed weaoons, no matter  how j u s t i f i e d  t h i s  miqht be but i n  
t h e i r  g r e a t e r  numbers and most of a l l ,  by t h e ~ " j u s t n e s s "  of t h e i r  
cause. 

The s o c i a l  t ransformation of soc ie ty  is t h e  ardent  t a sk  of t h e  
people. This is not  only a c c e ~ t d  but affirmed by them. Some Church 
s e c t o r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s .  Following t h e  d i a l q u e  of l i f e  comes 
involvement with t h e  human p r o j e c t  of t h e  people. My l i t t l e  con- 
t r i b u t i o n  f o r  t h e  moment is  i n  t h e  a r r a  of research  i n  view of t h e  
continuous education and formation of t h e  workers. I make ava i l ab le  
t o  them the  f ind ings  of science and technology so t h a t  these  may be 
used f o r  t h e  f u l f i l l ~ n e n t  of t h e  common a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  poor. 
Contrary t o  t h e  present  system of education which is profess ional  
and l e g a l i s t i c  we design cmprehensive,  c r i t i c a l  and a n a l y t i c a l  
education which can harness t h e i r  newly discovered power f o r  f u l l  
human development. 

Vith hindsight  and based on my present  understanding of persons 
and socie ty ,  I mu13 roughly p i c t u r e  t h e  t h r e e  s tages  of my involve- 
ment i n  t h i s  way: 

1. S p i r i t u a l  Welfare: This is a re:mant of t h e  s p i r i t  permeating t h e  
church i n  tha  19th  century. Persons a r e  seen 

a s  c u l t u r a l l y  deprived, meaning t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  those  who a r e  not  so 
imbued with f a i t h  and with t h e  l i f e  of t h e  S p i r i t  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a need t o  be cons tant ly  reminded and concerne6,about t h i s .  The church 
i s  seen a s  an assembly of those wt.0 a r e  "saved' and her mission i s  
t o  save a s  many people a s  possible.  People need t o  be drawn i n t o  
t h e  fountain of grace. The r r e a t  concern for  t h e  sa lvat ion  of s e l f  
and o t h e r s  i s  on an individual  l eve l .  

2 .  Social  se rv ices  for  t h e  uncrqallized poor: People a r e  seen no t  only 
a s  c u l t u r a l l y  deprived 

hut a s  economically poor. There i s  recoqnit ion of the  wide gap 
between t h e  "haves" and t h e  "have-nots", hindering t h e  f u l l  human 
development of t h e  poor. The t a s k  i s  t o  u p l i f t  t h e  poor but on t h e  
model of t h e  "haves". The more s l c i a l  se rv lces  a r e  crea ted  t h e  b e t t e q  



h sound socio-economic b a s i s  for  t h e  development of people i s  l a i d  
down but without going 4eeply, In to  t h e  root  causes of t h e  problems 
and without l inking nat ional  problems wlth in te rna t iona l  r e a l i t i e s .  
Problems and so lu t ions  a r e  tackled on t h e  personal  l eve l  only. 

The s p i r i t  permeating t h i s  s tage  i s  s imi lar  t o  t h e  concept of 
development where wealth has t o  trickle-down t o  t h e  people through 
t h e  aqents  of t h e  government. S p i r i t u a l l y  t r ans la ted ,  grace  has t o  
t r i c k l e 4 o w n  t o  t h e  people through t h e  Church. The Church is t h e  
p a s t o r a l  agent bringing about tho  hunenity of t h e  people. 

3. Social  involvement with t h e  organized poor: The people s e e  them- 
se lves  a s  economically 

poor and exploi ted,  p o i i t i c a l l y  oppressed, and c u l t u r a l l y  deprived 
and s e e  t h a t  wealthy and powerful groups i n  soc ie ty  have taken w e r  
decis ions  a t  t h e  expehse of t h e  major i ty  of t h e  peonle. 

A new consciousness enables the  people t o  come up with g e ~ u i n e  
a s p i r a t i o n s  and l eg i t ima te  demands l a d i n g  them t o  organize and t o  
t a k e  on r e s p d n s i h i l i t y  f o r  chanc,ing society.  The organized power 
and uni ty  of t h e  people, based on common i n t e r e s t s ,  lays  d o h  t h e  
foundation f o r  a j u s t  and equi tzble  society.  The Church p a r t i c i p -  
a t e s  i n  t h i s  human n r o j e c t  of t h e  people bearinr: in  mind "the blowing 
of t h e  S p i r i t  where it w i l l s " ,  i n  whatever form o r  manner. This 
c a l l s  f o r  a new s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a constant  deciphering of t h e  S p i r i t  
of God i n  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  people a s  a group within a given 
h i s t o r i c a l  time and place .  

These involvements could e a s i l y  be claimed by any individual  
(or  analagously by any i n s t i t u t i o n )  in  t h e  mainstream of people ' s  
l ives .  

A t  t h e  moment, t h e r e  i s  an urqent  c a l l  f o r  a massive e f f o r t  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  changinn t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of s o c i e t i e s ,  na t iona l ly  and 
in te rna t iona l ly ,  while a t  t h e  same time working f o r  our personal 
conversion and remoulding. Concretely: 

1) The p o l i c i e s  of our i n s t i t u t i o n s  should p r o j e c t  JUSTICE a s  a 
primary value, and t h e  jus tness  of t h e  cause of t h e  oppressed. 

2) The ~roarammes should be geared towards: 
- sus ta in in?  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o ~ l s  and a c t i o n s  of t h e  people so t h a t  

they a r e  able  t o  forge  g r e a t e r  unity;  
- r a i s i n g  t h e  soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  consciousness of Church people 

so t h a t  more may p a r t i c i p a t e  i.n people 's  ac t ions ;  
- s o c i a l  se rv ices  which a r e  means t o  help sus ta in  t h e  s t rugg le  f o r  

people 's  r i g h t  
- i n t e rna t iona l  l i n k s  and s o l i d a r i t y  w r k .  

3) The development of t h e  s t a f f  and c o n s t i t u t e n t s  should s t r e s s :  

- t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of JUSTICE i n  t h e  Bible; 
- ana lys i s  of t h e  systems and f o r c e s  in  socie ty ;  
- systematic l i n k s  between nat ional  governments and in te rna t iona l  

agents  such a s  mul t ina t ionals ,  and t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on t h e  l i v e s  of 
t h e  major i ty  of t h e  peo?ln; 

- methods and approaches which a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i v e ,  induct ive  and 
h i s t o r i c a l ;  

- s o c i a l  teachings of the  Church. 
4) The evaluat ion of t h e  programe.shw~ld t ake  a s  reference po in t  t h e  



promotion of JUSTICE. 
5) The ongoing r e f l e c t i o n  is an attempt t o  i n t e g r a t e  f a i t h  and 

involvement, leadiha t o  t h e  shaping of a s p i r i t u a l i t y  which i s  
Christ-centered and people-oriented. 

Flopefully, our coming together  here a t  t h i s  time, i s  already 
a beginning o r  a continuation of our response t o  the s igns  of t h e  
times. The challenge is  before u s  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  i n  our 
hands: What s h a l l  prevent  u s  from unbinding t h e  r i s e n  body of 
Lazarus? 

Sr. Emelina Vil legas,  ICM 

- end - 

A Message of S o l i d a r i t y  f r o n  C a r i t a s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s ,  
Rome t o  C a r i t a s  Africa. 

("I f  war ceased i n  Angola to-day, the  population would be able t o  
fedd i t s e l f  a t  the  end of m e  yeara, and the same i s  t rue  of Ethiopia. 
There i s  s t i l l ,  rmd there will be, need of emergency h e l p ,  t o  a l l ev ia t e  
the appalling consequences of drought i n  Ethiopia, the  Sahel countries 
and elsewhere, but the  real demon i s  war and the arms industry i n  
both of which, the  wealthy powers, East and West, are deeply invobed." 
This i s  the f i r m  conviction, expreesed t o  me las t  week, by  a particip- 
ant i n  the  Executive Council meeting of Caritas Internationalis .  The 
message of sol idari ty  wi th  Caritas of Africa should -inspire us  t o  do 
a l l  we crm t o  promote peace and protest the  growth o f  t& arms 
industry. Ed. ). 

Animated by t h e  c h a r i t y  of Chr i s t ,  we, t h e  members of C a r i t a s  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s ,  meeting in  Rome from the  7 t h  t o  t h e  14th,  
November 1984, 

- confronted mainly with t h e  problems of hunger, refugees and 
r u r a l  exodus; - while having programmed an a l l -ou t  ac t ion  t o  con t r ibu te  
towards a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  immediate needs of the  v ic t ims of these  
r e a l i t i e s :  



2. a sce r t a in  that i n  t h i s  context ,  t h e  wars which a r e  rending 
apar t  a number of African countr ies ,  c o n s t i t u t e  one of t h e  main 
causes of these  major problems. 

These wars a r e  imposed on t h e  peoples of Africa by fore ign 
ideologies and forces ;  they of ten  break out  i n  t h e  wake of 
power s t ruggles ;  they r e  nurtured by a massive arms t r a d e  
which d r a i n s  precious economic resources from food, hea l th  
and education budgets. 

3 .  Aware of t h e  Gospel message which c a l l s  us t o  s o l i d a r i t y  with 
our brothers  and s i s t e r s  i n  Africa, we i n v i t e  a l l  t h e  na t iona l  
o f f i c e s  of Car i t a s ,  t h e  world over - i n  communion and concer ta t ion  
with t h e i r  Episcopates - t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  with t h e i r  
na t iona l  communities an8 t h e i r  governments, in  order  t o  f ind  
j u s t  and durable so lu t ions  f o r  pu t t ing  an end t o  t h e s e  f r a t r i c i d a l  
wars. 

4. In a p a r t i c u l a r  way, we encourage t h e  C a r i t a s  Offices of t h e  
coun t r i e s  implicated i n  t h e  production ahd s a l e  of arms, and 
where t h e  populat ions a r e  accustomed t o  a l i f e - s t y l e  which i s  
maintained a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  p i l l a g e  o f  raw mater ia ls  from 
developing countr ies ,  t o  persevere i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  of informing 
t h e  Chr is t ian  community and t h e  publ ic  i n  genera l ,  so  t h a t  t h e  
l a t t e r  become aware of t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and agree t o  
change t h e i r  l i f e - s t y l e .  

5. I:e a l s o  recommend t h a t  t h e  Car i t a s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s  representa-  
t i v e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cen t res  voice these  preoccupations 
in  an urgent concern f o r  peace. 

Rome, 14 November 1984. 

- end - 



"IRE GaGpEL O ~ J ~  US" 

Reflec t ions  from Bahia on Evangelizat ion,  1983 
"What we have seen and heard, we a r e  t e l l i n g  you" (1 Jn 1 , 3 ) .  

(Following i s  the  t e r t  of the Reflections d r a m  up a t  the  
bi-annual meeting of the OF?! Plenary Council, held i n  Salvador, Bahia 
i n  June 1983. The document was circulated t o  a l l  the Friars Minor 
for t h e i r  coment  and reactions. These are now being processed. 
We are g ra t e f i t  t o  the OF:# for t h i s  t e r t .  Ed.) 

1. Brazi l ians  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  of Bahia a s  "The Land of 
Happiness." The Plenary Council of 1983 came t o  t h e  c i t y  of 

Salvador, where t h e  f r i a r s  f i r s t  came i n  1500. We came t o  r e f l e c t  
on t h e  working paper ,  "Evanqelization and Mission in t h e  Order" 
within a Third World context  and i n  Lat in  America where, a s  Father  
General put  it, "so many c r e a t i v e  and innovative developments i n  
evangelizat ion and mission have been taking place."  

2. We were introduced t o  a c i t y  of g l a r ing  c o n t r a s t s .  Flcdern 
o f f i c e  bui ld ings  tower over s t r u c t u r e s  c e n t u r i e s  old.  Scat te red  

among high r i s e  condominiums a r e  hundredsof pockets of squalor.  Of 
t h e  c i t y ' s  mi l l ion  and a half  ?eople, 600,000 l i v e  i n  f ave las ,  and 
these  a r e  but a small  percentage of t h e  mi l l ions  trapped in  such 
slums i n  Braz i l ian  c i t i e s .  S t a t i s t i c s  from Brazi l  serve  a s  an ex- 
ample of t h e  poverty suf fered  i n  many countr ies:  1% a r e  very r i c h ,  
4% r i c h ,  15% middle c l a s s ,  40% poor, and 40% d e s t i t u t e .  

31  We walked through fave las  of makeshift shacks, open sewers, 
s tench,  s i c k  chi ldren  and I ~ a r e n t s  without hope. We t a l k e d  t o  

t h e  people and t o  f r i a r s  and o t h e r s  who l i v e  and work there .  Many 
of the  people have been driven i n t o  t h e  c i t y  by drouqht or  expulsion 
from t h e i r  land. They come seeking work where t h e r e  i s  no work. 
Their a t tempts  t o  b e t t e r  t h e i r  l i v e s  a r e  f r u s t r a t e d .  Against t h e  
hackdrop of such d e s t i t u t i o n ,  these  r e f l e c t i o n s  a r e  made. 

4. What we saw i n  Braz i l  mir rors  t h e  noverty we know e x i s t s  in  a l l  
other  p a r t s  of t h e  world. tle l i s t e n e d  t o  each o the r  descr ibe  

from our own coun t r i e s  -- nor th ,  south, e a s t  and west -- s imi la r  
slums, unemployment, underdevelopent ,  v io lence  and repress ion ,  t h e  
misery l e f t  by n a t u r a l  ca lami t ies .  S t o r i e s  of forced abor t ions ,  un- 
j u s t  imprisonment, pr~.%nent-doy n a r t y r s  and some of t h e  15  mi l l ion  
refugeee who b-andei a b u t  ollr world have been on o u r  minds and i n  our 
prayers  during our sessions.  

5 .  we have attempted t o  do a s  Pope Paul V I  asked i n  Evangeli i  
Nuntiandi, " t o  look a t  t h e  concrete s o c i a l ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  

r e a l i t y  i n  which people l ive . "  Lven though we have seen poverty 
before,  once again it has been a j a r r ing  experience,  helping us  t o  see ,  
we hope, with t h e  eyes of Jesus and Francis .  We have r e f l e c t e d  on 



t h e  r e a l i t i e s  we face ,  t h e  Gospel and our Franciscan mission. With 
f a i t h  and conviction w e  a r e  t e l l i n g  you what we have seen and heard, 
and what we have discovered anew -- our need t o  be evangelized our- 
s e l v e s  before we can evangelize anyone e l s e .  

6. F r i a r  Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider spoke t o  us of t h e  conversion 
of t h e  Brazi l ian  bishops in  taking a s t rong stance on t h e  s ide  

of the poor -- a p r e f e r e n t i a l  option f o r  t h e  poor which is  not  popular 
with t h e  government nor with many of t h e  r-.althy. Thei r  ac t ion  has 
taken d e f i n i t e  and e f f e c t i v e  shape in  r e a l i s t i c  and measurable 
pas to ra l  planning throughout t h e  country. A t  t h e  hea r t  of these  p lans  
a r e  100,000 Basic Ecc les ia l  Communities, from which we t oo  can learn.  

7. F r i a r  Leonardo Boff provided us with theo lcq ica l  foundations 
and i n s i g h t s  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  theology of Latin America and 

reminded u s  a s  f r i a r s ,  "PTe do no t  have t o  c r e a t e  a l i b e r a t i o n  t h e o l q y .  
what we must do i s  simply l i v e  out our minority, our Gospel poverty -- 
our Franciscan iden t i ty .  " 

8. A t  t h e  opening of t h e  1981 Plenary Council, John Vaughan, our 
Minister  General s a i d  very simply: "Our vocation sends u s  t o  

announce t h e  Gospel t o  t h e  nat ions.  . . People a r e  waiting f o r  u s  t o  
denounce war, t h e  arms race ,  world hunger and i n j u s t i c e ;  they a r e  
wait ing f o r  us t o  do something about what we pray f o r  and preach. . . 
they wait f o r  us t o  mediate the  Gospel values t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  and 
s o c i e t y  of today." 

9. In h i s  opening t a l k  a t  t h i s  Plenary Council he repeated h i s  
plea: "We have t h e  information. we have t h e  documentation. We 

have ... t h e  insp i ra t ion  of so many f r i a r - a p o s t l e s  who have gone 
before us. What we seem t o  need t d a y  i s  .., imagination and st imula-  
t ion . , .  We can do g rea t  th ings  under God and with t h e  help of H i s  
gkaCe -- but we must g e t  up and be doing!" 

10. Our message, "The Gospel Challenges U s , "  i s  one response t o  
h i s  words. lie be l ieve  it i s  one s t e p  i n  our own evangelizat ion.  

Ve bel ieve  we have t h e  Good News! In our r e f e l c t i o n s  we o f f e r  a b i t  
of t h a t  Good News t o  you-- in  so  many p a r t s  of t h e  world -- a s  you 
l i v e  and work among God's people. 

11. We a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  poor who a r e  our teachers.  We a r e  gra te-  
f u l  t o  those who so joyful ly  serve t h e  poor and abandoned. And 

f i n a l l y  we a r e  thankful  t o  be able  t o  o f f e r  you, our brothers ,  these  
i n s i g h t s  which a r e  rooted i n  t h e  Gospel and our Franciscan charism 
and can be used f o r  our own evangelizat ion and t h e  evangelizat ion of 
this world which we love. 

CHAPTER 1 

OUR MISSION IS EVANGELIZATION 

12.  We came t o  Braz i l  knowing t h a t  w e  have been inv i t ed  by t h e  S p i r i t  
of God t o  be evangelizers  and given t h e  t a s k  by you, our brothers ,  

t o  r e f l e c t  on how t o  do t h i s  more e f f e c t i v e l y  today. We looked t o  the  
world we must evangelize and attempted t o  d iscern  t h e  s igns  of t h e  times. 



We look t o  t h e  Sc r ip tu res  and t o  our Father Francis.  

13. In our knrld,  f u l l  of h o ~ e s  and asp i ra t ions ,  we see a d e s i r e  
f o r  community, peace, j u s t i c e  and t h e  promotion of human d i g n i t y  

together  with a d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of bas ic  human needs. A t  
t h e  same time soc ie ty  i s  >lagued with atheism and r e l i g i o u s  i n d i f -  
ference,  c o n f l i c t i n g  ideoloqies ,  wars, racism, oppression,  and an 
ever widening gap between r i c h  and poor. Faced with such a world 

i t u a t i o n ,  what do we have t o  o f f e r ?  

14. Jesus  t e l l s  us: "The S p i r i t  o f  t h e  Lord has chosen ne  t o  bring 
good n e w  t o  t h e  poor. He has sen t  me t o  proclaim l i b e r t y  t o  

t h e  capt ives ,  t h e  recovery of s i g h t  t o  t h e  b l ind ,  t o  s e t  f r e e  t h e  
oppressed and announce t h a t  t h e  time has come when t h e  Lord w i l l  save 
h i s  people" (Lk 4 ,  18-19). This  is t h e  mission of t h e  Church t o  
reveal  Jesus  and t h e  Kingdom he proclaimed. He wants t o  f r e e  a l l  
humans from s i n  and a l l  t h a t  oppresses them so they  can enjoy t h e  
f u l l n e s s  of h i s  l i f e  -- a l i f e  of j u s t i c e ,  peace, hope, joy and love. 

15. On our p a r t  accept ing  Jesus '  way demands metanoia, personal  and 
comunal  conversion, a s  we seek t o  penet ra te  c u l t u r e s  with Gospel 
values. We must be more and more evangelized ourse lves ,  f r ee ing  our- 
s e l v e s  f r m  s i n  and from any p a r t  we might have i n  i n j u s t i c e  and 
oppression,  from a l l  t h a t  i n  any way hinders  us  from rece iv ing  and 
proclaiming God's love a t  work i n  t h e  world. 

16. Searching t o  be b e t t e r  evangel izers ,  we look t o  Francis  who 
brought new i n s i g h t s  and emphasis t o  h i s  t imes. 

Brotherhood-LWhen some i n  t h e  Church condemned those  ou t s ide  her 
f o l d  a s  h e r e t i c s ,  and even sen t  armies aqa ins t  them, 
Francis  proclaimed t h e  good news t h a t  they  a r e  our 
b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s .  

Peace -tihen c i t y  warred with c i t y  and soc ie ty  was divided by 
t h e  feudal  system, he proclaimed t h e  g o d  news of peace. 

Poverty -When r i c h e s  were sought a f t e r  a s  a god, he proclaimed 
anew t h e  good news of t h e  "blessedness" of t h e  poor. 

Minority -When t h e  goal  of many was power and might, he proclaimed 
t h e  good news of heing l i t t l e  ones. 

Ecology -:!hen some feared  na ture ,  and o t h e r s  sought t o  suhjec t  it 
t o  t h e i r  uses,  he proclaimed t h e  good news t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  
was our s i s t e r h o t h e r ,  and a l l  c rea t ion  one family t o  be 
t r e a t e d  with r e spec t .  

Presence -When some r e l i g i o u s  secluded themselves from t h e  people, 
Francis  wanted h i s  f r i a r s  t o  be near  ord inary  people, 
present  t o  t h e  minores. 

Holy Spirit-When t h e  Church was highly i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  Francis  was 
conscious of t h e  r o l e  of t h e  S p i r i t  and never t i r e d  of 
reminding h i s  b ro the r s  t o  be "men of t h e  S p i r i t , "  and t o l d  
them t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  is the  t r u e  Minister  General 
of our Order. 

IIe see these  same emphasis a s  important i n  our  t imes and w i l l  b r i e f l y  
r e f l e c t  on them in  t h e  following chapters .  

17. A s  F r i a r s  Minor, then we a r e  c a l l e d  t o  be an "Evangelizing van- 
guard," i n  a Church which must he c c n t i n u a l l y  re- incarnated and 

renewed. Accordingly, we must be e s p e c i a l l y  a l e r t  and s e n s i t i v e  t o  



t h e  movenents of the  Holy S p i r i t ,  both within and w i t b u t  t h e  Church. 
Besides minis ter ing  t o  t h e  f a i t h f u l ,  we s e e  a need t o  reach ou t  i n  
our o m  s o c i e t i e s  t o  those y e t  untouched by t h e  Gospel and t o  those  
a l i ena ted  from t h e  Gospel a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  presented. By our presence 
we w i l l  t r y  t o  he lp  them i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  experience and encourage t h e  
good t h a t  w e  find. I f  it seems t o  be God's w i l l ,  we w i l l  e x p l i c i t l y  
proclaim t h e  Lord. 

Moreover, t o  rllose l o c a l  Churches i n  Asia, Africa 
and Latin America i n  g rea t  need of a s s i s t ance ,  we ask  our f r i a r s  t o  
respond generously. Three b i l l i o n  people have y e t  t o  hear t h e  
Gospel. We have a g r e a t  opportunity and challenge t o  bring the  v i s ion  
of Francis  and a t  t h e  same time t o  be enriched by t h e s e  cu l tu res .  

13. This Plenary Council c a l l s  on a l l  t h e  f r i a r s :  
1) t o  l e t  Chr i s t  evangelize us. 
2)  t o  seek nourishment i n  t h e  Sc r ip tu res ,  i n  t h e  Eucharist ,  and 

i n  various forms of common and p r i v a t e  prayer,  which w i l l  g ive 
l i f e  and v i t a l i t y  t o  our evangelizat ion.  (LG 11, AGE, SC lo£) .  

3) t o  have " the  s p i r i t  of t h e  Lord and t h e  mrk ing  of h i s  grace" 
in  order  t o  evangelize au then t i ca l ly .  

4 )  t o  preach t h e  Gospel t o  t h e  f a i t h f u l  and with them t o  f i n d  
new and c r e a t i v e  ways of bringing t h e  Good News t o  t h e  un- 
be l i eve r s  and unchurched Chr i s t i ans  of our s o c i e t i e s .  

5 )  t o  support our f r i a r s  who "by d iv ine  insp i ra t ion"  go t o  l i v e  
and dialogue with Islam and o the r  l i v i n g  f a i t h s .  

CHAPTER 2 

SENT AS BROTHERS 

19. Today greed, racism, oppression and war d iv ide  peoples. But 
t h e  seeds of hope, of new l i f e  can be seen i n  groups which 

promote s o l i d a r i t y  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  and i n  
movements which promote human r i n h t s ,  ecumenism, t r a d e  unions, un i ty  
among youth and p r a c t i c a l  sharing with people i n  developing countr ies .  

20. Such s o l i d a r i t y ,  sharing of l i f e  and work, i s  c h a r a c t e r i s i t i c  
of a family, and t h i s  is what we humans a r e ,  a l l  bro thers  and 

s i s t e r s ,  ch i ldren  of t h e  same G c d  i n  heaven. Jesus  became our brother  
t o  u n i t e  a l l  t h ings  i n  heaven and ear th .  He i n v i t e s  every person 
t o  become p a r t  of the  family of God. To e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  family is 
t h e  focus of our e f f o r t s .  

21. Francis  modeled h i s  l i f e  on J e s u s  and imi ta ted  him i n  t r e a t i n g  
a l l  people and c rea tu res  a s  family. He saw those  who came t o  

fol low him a s  a g i f t  from t h e  Lord, and t h e  Lord himself revealed t o  
Francis  t h a t  they should l i v e  a s  s i s t e r s  and brothers. 

22. When people saw the f r i a r s ,  t hey  described them a s  men of G c d  
who showed an honest concern, a smiling face ,  mutual respect ,  

gent leness  and love. Their  very l i v e s  gave witness t o  t h e  Gocd Wews. 
They no t  only believed and proclaimed, but more importantly in t h e i r  
l i v e s  together  and with t h e  people they  experienced t h e  Gospel values 



of Jesus  Chr is t .  I f  we r e a l l y  d e s i r e  t o  evangelize today, people 
must f i r s t  see i n  us those  same values t h a t  were obvious i n  t h e  l i v e s  
of t h e  e a r l y  f r i a r s .  

23. Our l i f e s t y l e  a s  brotherhood can be an exanple t o  a world 
hungering f o r  community and longing f o r  a new and more human 

society.  The Plenary Council asks  t h e  f r i a r s :  

1) t o  f ind  models of both i n i t i a l  and ongoing formation which a r e  
based on our experience with t h e  poor and help u s  l i v e  a l i f e o f  con- 
s t a n t  conversion t o  t h e  Gospel and t h e  poor. 

2) t o  recognize and promote t h e  g i f t s  each brother  has received 
from God. 

3 )  t o  g ive  witness t o  brotherhood a s  t h e  bes t  form of evangelizing: 
"By t h i s  s h a l l  a l l  know t h a t  you a r e  my d i s c i p l e s "  (Jn 13, 35).  
Our brotherhood i n v i t e s  o t h e r s  t o  share  what we a r e ,  what we 
have and what we do. 

4) t o  t ake  advantage of t h e  g rea te r  mutual concern and shar ing  
t h a t  can t a k e  place i n  small communities and t o  support renewal 
t h a t  seeks t o  r e a l i z e  these  same values in  our l a rge r  f r i a r i e s ,  
s o  t h a t  we can be prophetic  models f o r  more communitarian l o c a l  
Churches. 

5) t o  cooperate wherever poss ib le  i n  our min i s t r i e s ,  but e spec ia l ly  
in  t h e  apos to la te  of t h e  p ress ,  radio  and t e l ev i s ion  a s  powerful 
means of proclaiming Gospel values. 

6) t o  fos te r  community among t h e  e n t i r e  Franciscan family, t h e  F i r s t ,  
Second and Third Orders. 

CHAPTER 3 

MIPORES AMONG THE POOR 

24. Especia l ly  in  t h e  Third World most people s u f f e r  inhuman poverty: 
hunger, d i sease ,  i l l i t e r a c y ,  unemployment and slum l iv ing .  

Immiqrants and refugees a r e  l e f t  a t  t h e  margin of society.   illi ions 
a r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  o ~ p r e s s e d ,  many t o r t u r e d ,  even k i l l ed .  The Church 
has a growing list of new martyrs. Each year  30 mi l l ion  d i e  of 
hunger. t7omen a r e  t r e a t e d  l i k e  o b j e c t s  and humiliated. The major i ty  
of people a r e  excluded from s o c i a l ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  p r q r e s s .  
They enjoy l i t t l e  o r  no j u s t i c e .  No home, no land, no job, no money, 
no freedom they a r e  tempted t o  despai r .  

25. Also t h e  r i c h e r  coun t r i e s  in  East and Nest have t h e i r  poor 
"marginalized" -- immigrants, minori ty groups, t h e  unemployed 

handicapped and t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and r e l i g i o u s l y  persecuted. Even 
among t h e  "haves" an increas ing number a r e  lonely,  mentally ill, 
vic t ims of alcohol  o r  o ther  druys. 

26. Sadly, t h e  developed world is  marked by consumerism, which 
values persons f o r  what they produce and possess. By means of 

mass media consumerism spreads a l s o  t o  countr ies  i n  process of develop- 
ment and c rea tes  f i c t i t i o u s  needs and undermines values. 



27. Already i n  t h e  Old Testament and espec ia l ly  in t h e  New, God's 
compassion f o r  the  poor i s  e x p l i c i t .  Jesus gave poverty i ts  

deepest meaning i n  h i s  o m  person: i n  h l s  b i r t h ,  l i f e  and death on 
t h e  cross.  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  with t h e  poor (Matt. 25,  40). In m r d  
and ac t ion  he proclaimed t h e  power of being powerless. Far from 
marginalizing t h e  poor, Jesus put  them a t  t h e  center  of h i s  l i f e  
and ministry.  In sending out  h i s  apos t l e s ,  Jesus  demanded t h a t  they 
go i n  poverty (Lk. 1 0 ) .  Mary h i s  mother a l s o  l ived a s  one of the  
poor (Lk 1, 46f) .  

28.  Francis  found Chr is t  through t h e  poorest of t h e  poor, t h e  leger.  
The love of t h e  Father was made r e a l  f o r  him through t h e  poor 

in fan t  of Bethlehem and t h e  Suffering Servant a t  Calvary. Francis  
l ived and worked with lepers  and t h e  poor t o  share t h e i r  "blessedness." 
He re jo iced in  t h e i r  lowliness and d i s i n t e r e s t  i n  power, t h e i r  t r e -  
mendous confidence in  Providence, and t h e i r  freeborn. We Franciscans 
t o o  w i l l  f i n d  Jesus i n  being f o r  t h e  poor, with t h e  poor and l iv ing  
a s  t h e  poor do. Thus, it is through our poverty and minori ty t h a t  
we a r e  evangelized and evangelize. 

29. Our following of t h e  poor Chr i s t  w i l l  lead u s  t o  l i v e  with t h e  
poor a s  minores, l i v i n g  t h e  same l i f e  with them, in  s o l i d a r i t y  

with them, l i t t l e  and humble and powerless l i k e  them. In t h i s  way 
a s  we a r e  evangelizing, \re a r e  being evangelized by them. 

30. We must f rankly  acknowledge, however, t h a t  p resen t ly  we of ten  
l i v e  f a r  removed from t h e  poor. Especial ly i n  t h i s  regard, we 

must evangelize ourselves again and again. We w i l l  t r u l y  become p o o ~  
when we share t h e i r  a n x i t i e s ,  i n s e c u r i t i e s  and bas ic  needs. A s  poor 
brothers  among t h e  poor, deprived of power, we w i l l  have t o  t r u s t  
i n  t h e  providence of God. Unsure of many th ings ,  we w i l l  be open t o  
a  dialogue of l i f e  with t h e  people around us. 

31. This vision of necess i ty  changes our Franciscan stance i n  t h e  
world today, a s  many l o c a l  Churches in Latin America have done 

by making a  p r e f e r e n t i a l  option f o r  the  poor. Therefore t h e  Plenary 
Council a s k s  t h e  f r i a r s :  

1) t o  l i v e  with t h e  poor, so t h a t  we can see h i s to ry  and r e a l i t y  
from t h e i r  po in t  of view. 

2 )  t o  refuse  t o  buy o r  possess unnecessary g o d s  in  order t o  
g ive  prophet ic  witness agains t  growing consumerism. 

3 )  t o  learn from t h e  poor t h e  s 2 i r i t  of s o l i d a r i t y  and authent ic  
f r a t e r n i t y  which i s  f requent ly  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us i n  our f r i a r i e s - -  
of ten  l a rge r  than needed and too  comfortable. 

4) t o  conscient ic ize  ourselves and people about t h e  unjust  system 
of socio-econonic, p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  domination of mi l l ions  
of people i n  t h e  t h i r d  world by t h e  super-powers and r i cher  
countr ies  i n  East and Vest, mu1tinational.s and t rans-nat ionals ,  
and t o  promote a  new economic and p o l i t i c a l  order which w i l l  
br ing g r e a t e r  j u s t i c e  t o  our world. 

5 )  t o  take  a  prophetic s tance agains t  a l l  oppressive t o t a l i t a r i a n  
regimes. 



6) t o  bring t h e  Gospel wherever t h e  poor a r e  organizing in 
favour of i n t e g r a l  l i b e r a t i o n  -- be it papular organiza t ions ,  
labour unions, o r  o the r  s o c i a l  awareness p r g r a m s  designed 
t o  l i f t  people t o  a pos i t ion  where t h e i r  r i g h t s  a r e  r e -  
c y n i z e d  and understood. 

CHAPTER 4 

IMSTRUMEImS OF JUSTICE AND PEACE 

32. The previous chapter  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  t h e  poor s u f f e r  
in  being deprived of bas ic  r igh t s .  Along with o the r  human 

beings t h e  poor a l s o  s u f f e r  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  t h a t  war causes. The con- 
t r a s t s  between r i c h  and poor e x i s t  i n  c i t i e s  and countr ies ,  and even 
between t h e  northern and southern hemispheres. 

33. "The arms race ,  t h e  g r e a t  crime of our e r a ,  i s  both t h e  r e s u l t  
and cause of tens ions  among our fel low na t ions , "  t h e  Bishops of 

Latin America declared a t  Puebla. "Because of it, enormous resources  
a r e  a l l o t t e d  for  arms purchases ins tead  of being used t o  so lve  v i t a l  
?roblems" ( 6 7 ) ~  Pope John Paul I1 a t  Hiroshima fo rce fu l ly  proclaimed 
t h a t  i n  our world peace i s  a v i t a l  p a r t  of evangelizat ion.  "It i s  
only through conscious choice.. . that humanity can survive!" 

34. Lle a r e  conscious of t h e  violence of war. We a r e  not  a s  con- 
c ious  o f t h e v i o l e n c e  t h a t  i n j u s t i c e  causes. When a ch i ld  

s t a r v e s  t o  death,  t h a t  i s  violence. In Braz i l  t h e  Church and o t h e r s  
a r e  helping t o  r a i s e  consciousness about t h i s  kind of violence -- t h e  
violence of hunger, removal from land, imprisonment, t o r t u r e  and 
unemployment. The su f fe r ing  of violence,  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t ,  i s  a 
way of l i f e  f o r  many people. To watch your chi ldren  grow up with 
no f u t u r e  i s  violence. 

35. God w i l l s  j u s t i c e  and peace f o r  a l l  h i s  chi ldren.  Great 
oppor tun i t i e s  a r e  o f fe red  u s  f o r  doing t h i s  t d a y  through ad- 

vances i n  communication, science and t e c h n o l g y .  Instead na t ions  
devote t h e i r  resources t o  producing more and more weapons, without 
r e a l i z i n g  t h e  t r a g i c  consequences. In some countr ies  people a r e  
made t o  he l i eve  t h a t  they a r e  i n  a permanent war aga ins t  subversion. 
In r e a l i t y  arms a r e  most o f t e n  used t o  maintain t h e  domination of a 
few by repress ing  the  democratic r i g h t s  of t h e  majority. Every day 
t h e  c ry  of j u s t i c e  comes from those  being harassed, ex i l ed ,  imprisoned 
t o r t u r e d  and even k i l l e d  i n  broad dayl ight .  Such a s i t u a t i o n  of 
repression and f e a r  i s  a l ready d r iv ing  some people t o  t a k e  up arms 
in  self-defence. Throughout t h e  world t h e  precar ious  balance of 
t e r r o r  renders j u s t i c e  and love impossible. To maintain and j u s t i f y  
such inhuman and u n x h r i s t i a n  s i t u a t i o n s ,  na t ions  use d o c t r i n e s  such 
a s  n a t i o n a l  secur i ty .  They f o r g e t  t h a t  s e c u r i t y  w i l l  no t  r e s u l t  
from t h e  possession of arms, but r a t h e r  f r m  mutual a s s i s t ance  among 
na t ions  and peaceful  coexistence. 

36. To des t roy  each o t h e r ,  and our p lane t ,  cannot be t h e  d e s t i n y  God 
in tends  f o r  t h e  human race.  :le hear  Isaiah:  "I w i l l  keep my 

promise o f  peace forever!" (Is. 54, 10) .  Jesus  himself promised: 
"Peace i s  what I leave with you, it i s  my peace t h a t  I g ive  you" (Jn 
1 4 ,  %7).Confronted by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  $1.44 b i l l i o n  i s  spent  each day 



on armaments, while 40,000 chi ldren  s t a rve  t o  death  da i ly ,  our 
w r l d  must f ind  ways f o r  I s a i a h ' s  adnonition t o  be rea l i zed ,  i . e .  
t u r n  our swords i n t o  plowshares (Is. 2, 4 ) ,  and use t h i s  immense 
amount of money ($500 b i l l i o n  per  year) f o r  t h e  needs of our human 
family. 

37. Francis  understood f r m  h i s  own experience of Gcxl a s  h i s  Father 
and Creator of t h e  world, and h i s  experience of Jesus  a s  h i s  

brother ,  t h a t  only love can p r o t e c t  and eefend every crea ted  being. 
Francis  himself served a s  a  peacemaker on many occasions. He admon- 
ished h i s  l a y  fol lowers not  t o  bear arms f o r  any reason, thus  bring- 
ing  an end t o  t h e  many wars of h i s  time and place. H i s  was perhaps 
the  most successful  peace movement i n  hunan his tory .  

38. Being peacemakers is  a v i t a l  p a r t  of our Franciscan l i f e  and 
our evangelizat ion of t h e  r l d .  The plenary Council c a l l s  

f r i a r s :  

L) t o  pray t o  be men a t  peace with God and a l l  peoples, t o  make 
prayer and f a s t i n g  p a r t  of our e<.:sr ts  for  peace, t o  support 

movements which seek peacei - .our  soc ie ty ,  t o  be personal ly  involved 
i n  such movements. 

2) t o  support non-violent e f f o r t s  f o r  peace, o f f e r  support t o  
conscientious ob jec to r s  t o  war, e spec ia l ly  nuclear  war, t o  stand 
by those  imprisoned f o r  t h e i r  convict icns and e f f o r t s  in behalf 
of j u s t i c e  and peace. 

3 )  t o  develop a pedagogy of peace espec ia l ly  f o r  t h e  youth of 
our schools and seminaries. 

4) t o  f ind  ways t o  e l iminate  i n j u s t i c e s  among ourse lves  and i n  
s p i t e  of our d i f f e rences  t o  l i v e  i n  peace together  i n  our 
f r i a r i e s  a s  witnesses of t h e  peace of Chr is t .  

5 )  t o  involve f r i a r s  f u l l  t i m ?  f o r  j u s t i c e  and peace where 
poss ib le  and support those  f r i a r s  already engaged i n  t h i s  
work in J u s t i c ~  and Peace o f f i c e s  of t h e  Order and Provinces. 

6 )  t o  be a voice f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of the  unhorn, but a l s o  f o r  those 
b r n  but without hops of a  fu tu re .  

) t o  condemn loudly and c l e a r l y  t h e  arrcsment r ace  and a l l  nuclear  
weapons which have a l ready been producecl,. 

Ref. Plenary Council,OFl4; Salvador - Brazi l ;  June 1983. 

- end - 
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