


The bridge between t h e  two p a r t s  of t h i s  Bu l l e t in  is  a l e t t e r . . .  
"Its a s  i f  I had t o l d  him: You're important; I l i k e  you. 

Sometimes a photograph is  l i k e  a hug". .. In t h i s  case the  n h o t g r a p h  
was of Ayub who i s  bl ind! we recommend you read Bob I4cCahill 's l e t t e r  
from Dangladesh. 

Sponsorship of Refugees: P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  SEDOS Seminar on Refugees 
asked f o r  d e t a i l s  of how t o  sponsor refugees 

i n  Canada and US. GEDOS Documentation Centre now has d e t a i l s  about 
t h e  Canadian Refugee Sponsorship Programme. (SEWS Doc. Ref. :40.4/4687). 

Regarding t h e  US we have been informed the re  i s  no s ing le  
document avai lable .  We recommend contact ing t h e  DfOCESAN CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES OFFICE of t h e  US diocese i n  which t h e  sponsorship w i l l  be 
ef fec ted(every  d iocese  has such an o f f i c e ) ,  o r  wri te  to :  

United S ta tes  Catholic  Conference (USCC) 
Refugee and i4igration Service,  
1250 Broadway, N.Y. 
N.Y. 10001, U.S.A. 

Two o the r  s i g n i f i c a n t  document; were received l a s t  week a t  SEWS 
Documentation Centre: 

REFUGEES: THE STRUCTUXES OF A GLOBAL JUSTICE ISSUE - Michael J. Schul the is  
SJ, - an occasional  Paper of t h e  Center of Concern, Y!ashing- 
ton D.C. (SEDOS Doc. Ref. No.4/4686); 

PROBLEIlS OF URBA1,IISATION I N  THE PHILIPPINES: A PERSONAL WITNESS: 
Sr. Emelina Vi l legas ,  ICM. This  i s  t h e  t e x t  of a pnper presented 
a t  t h e  C a r i t a s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s  Executive Committee Meeting held 

i n  Zone, November, 1984. (SEDOS DOC. Ref. No. 1/1117). 

Is lamic Chr i s t i an  Rela t ions  in  Algeria: MrJr. Henri Te i s s i e r ,  Coadjutor 
Bishop of Alger, qave a 

facinat inrj  account of the  present  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  informal meeting 
with SEWS Members on Novemher 6th. The t e x t  of h i s  addxess and t h e  
r e p l i e s  t o  quest ions w i l l  be published i n  a coming i s sue  of SEDOS 
Bul le t in .  I-le a r e  very g r a t e f u l  t o  Mgr. Te i s s i e r  f o r  h i s  v i s i t .  The 
personal witness of h i s  presence i n  Algeria i n  a population which is 
almost e n t i r e l y  Muslim and h i s  deep commitment t o  dialogue in t h e s e  
days was an insp i ra t ion  t o  a l l  present .  

Corrijendurn: SEDOS Bul le t in  1983/No.19 Page 367: i n  the  paragraph 
"Individual  bas is"  t h e  t h i r d  l i n e  should read: never r e a l l y  

been a Christ ian.  FI. Yves Calvez SJ drew our a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  
having seen e x t r a c t s ,  i n  a Flemish t r a n ~ l a t i o n ~ f r o r n  h i s  address given 
a t  t h e  SEDOS Seminar on Dialogue with Post-Christ ians,  October,1984. 
Fr. Calvez i s  now a t  t h e  Centre de Recherche e t  dlAction Sociale (CERA), 
14, Rue d'Assas, 750006, Pa r i s .  

Coming Events: 

SEDOS ANNCAL GENEPAL ASSEMBLY Tuesday, December 11, 1984 
and SEMINAR ON :.IISSION ANE 9.30 - 18.00 ~ X S .  a t  t h e  Brothers  
URBANISATION. of t h e  Chr is t ian  Schools, 476, 

Via Amel ia ,  Roma. 



IJrbrn conurbations with over 10 million inl~nbitan~s in the year ZOO0 

I W @ over 30 m. Inhabitants 
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Fr. Arthur McCormack 

(E'appena u s c i t o  i Z  BoZZetino ln.99, 1984, 71.4) d i  Pro h n d i  
V i ta  i n t i t o l a t o  "Megabpolis". Ne riproducirrmo q u i  atcuni  e s t r a t t i  
che t r a t t a o  deZZo s tesso  probZema su c u i  vertera'  i Z  prossimo 
Seminarw d e t  SEDOS previs to  per 2'11 dicembre,1984 i n  congiunzione 
con Z1amcaZe Assembtea PZenaria deZ SEDOS. 

One of  t h e  most se r ious  problems facing t h e  world today i s  t h e  
problem of population growth ard espec ia l ly  t h e  rapid increase in  
t h e  s i z e  of c i t i e s ,  but t h e  s i t u a t i o n  between more developed and 
less deve lopedcount r i e s i s  s o  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  many, i n  t h e  more 
developed regions, do not even perceive t h e  problem. 

Although s i g n i f i c a n t  f e r t i l i t y  dec l ines  have occurred in  some 
developing countr ies ,  over t h e  pas t  two decades these have been o f f s e t  
by f a l l i n g  death  r a t e s ,  thus  t h e  t o t a l  population continues t o  surge 
ahead. The 4.7 b i l l i o n  people in  t h e  world today w i l l  be 6.1 b i l l i o n  
15 years  f r m  now. 

The b i r t h  r a t e  i n  the  l e s s  developed countr ies  is  twice that 
of t h e  more developed countr ies ,  33 compared t o  15 per  1.000. 
Because of t h i s  and t h e  much l a r g e r  l e s s  developed countr ies '  share 
of world population, t h e r e  a r e  almost seven times more b i r t h s  per  
year in those coun t r i e s  than i n  t h e  more developed coun t r i e s  a s  a  
whole. 

While in  the  more developed coun t r i e s  women can be expected t o  
have fewer than t m  chi ldren during t h e i r  reproductive l i f e t i m e  - l e s s  
than t h e  replacement l e v e l  of 2.1 chi ldren per family - mmen in t h e  
l e s s  developed coun t r i e s  can sti l l  be expected t o  average between 
four t o  f i v e  children.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  i f  growth continues a t  t h e  
present  r a t e ,  these  coun t r i e s  would d o u b l e t h e i r  population i n  the  
next 32 years. 

Crude death  r a t e s  i n  the  tm "worlds" a r e  similar-between 10-12 
deaths  per  1,000 population-but these  crude r a t e s  mask t h e  s t r i k i n g  
d i f fe rences  i n  morta l i ty .  For example, people i n  the  more developed 
coun t r i e s  can exuect t o  l i v e  15 years longer ( t o  age 73) than people 
in  the  l e s s  developed countr ies .  

Frcm these  f a c t s  - growth and c o n t r a s t  between t h e  tw "worldsn- 
t h e  urgency of t h e  population problem can be seen. While ext remis ts  
who prophesy i n w i t a b l e  doom may be unduly a larmis t ,  those who r e j e c t  
the r e a l i t y  a r e  showing an u n j u s t i f i e d  cmplacency which could well 
bring about t h e  d i s a s t e r  t h e  a la rmis t s  th rea ten  i f  it i n h i b i t s  pos i t ive  



a c t i o n  or  g i v e s  t h e  impression that the problem w i l l  e a s i l y  be coped 
with.  

The more urgent  p a r t  of  t h e  problem - a s t i l l  v e r y  p r e s e n t  
problem - of t h a t  massive popula t ion  i n c r e a s e  is t h e  rate o f  increase 
in developing cities. Mexico C i t y ,  f o r  example, had 1.5 m i l l i o n  i n  
1940, 2.7 m i l l i o n  i n  1960 and 14 m i l l i o n  today. I f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  
measures become wre succes s fu l  than  expected and measures t o  l e s s e n  
migra t ion  t o  t h e  c i t y  are more succes s fu l  t han  today,  t h e  Mexican 
government hopes t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be o n l y  25 m i l l i o n  15 y e a r s  from 
now. Only! Sao Paulo had a popula t ion  of 1.3 m i l l i o n  i n  1940, 
3.7 m i l l i o n  i n  1960, 10.7 m i l l i o n  i n  1975; t h e  e s t ima te  f o r  t h e  year 
2000 - 15  yea r s  from - is  20.8 mi l l i on .  How can  such c i t i es  be 
managed and adminis tered t o  enable  them t o  provide  a decent  human 
l i f e  f o r  t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t o  cope with t h e  impact on t h e  demand 
f o r  urban s e r v i c e s ,  housing and r e sou rces  of such unprecedented l a r g e  
numbers of people? 

URBANIZATION 

It is i n  t h e  gene ra l  framework of world popu la t i on  t h a t  t h e  
urban expansion of t h i s  c e n t u r y  must be seen and expla ined ,  though 
that  i nc rease  is not  t h e  o n l y  f a c t o r .  The o t h e r  f a c t o r  is t h e  
migra t ion  from t h e  r u r a l  areas which i t s e l f  may be a r e a c t i o n ,  i f  o n l y  
a p a r t i a l  one, t o  the r a p i d  r~rowth  of  t h e  number of  people  i n  t h e  
r u r a l  a r e a s ,  p lu s ,  o f t e n  enough, a shor tage  o f  good land  and t h e  means 
of  earn ing  a l i v i n g .  I t  is  reckoned t h a t  i n  t h e  developing c i t i es  
ha l f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  numbers of  people  w i l l  come from n a t u r a l  in -  
crease and ha l f  from i n t e r n a l  migra t ion  from r u r a l  areas. 

P a t t e r n s  of u rban iza t ion :  Although r a p i d  urban growth is genera l  
i n  developing c o u n t r i e s ,  it could be i n t e r e s t  

ing  f o r  our  r e a d e r s  i f  w e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between types  of country.  

Type 1. T h i s  group inc ludes  t hose  c o u n t r i e s  i n  which u rban iza t ion  
is w e l l  under way. The popula t ion  i s  a l r e a d y  more t han  ha l f  

urban,  incomes are r e l a t i v e l y  high, and t h e r e  is l i t t l e  popula t ion  
p r e s s u r e  on a r a b l e  land and n a t u r a l  resources .  The u rban iza t ion  
process  w i l l  end before  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  when most of t h e  
popula t ion  w i l l  be i n  urban areas. T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  f i t s  most L a t i n  
American c o u n t r i e s ,  where h igh  incomes and employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
accompanying s t eady  growth of  urban i n d u s t r y  and commerce have en- 
couraged rura l -urban  mig ra t i on  s i n c e  1900. 

Type. I n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  u rban iza t ion  exper ience  is more r ecen t .  
Over ha l f  of t h e  popula t ion  still l i v e s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  where 

a r a b l e  land is o f t e n  s c a r c e  and incomes are r e l a t i v e l y  low. I f  
popula t ion  p r e s s u r e  can be eased  and r e sou rce  c o n s t r a i n t s  overcome, 
t he se  c o u n t r i e s  should be as  urbanized i n  t h e  year  2000 as  Type 1 
c o u n t r i e s  tcday.  

Type 3. The sub-Saharan c o u n t r i e s  of Af r i ca  t y p i f y  t h e  t h i r d  p a t t e r n .  
I n c i p i e n t  manufacturing and o t h e r  p roduc t ive  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

t h e  ci t ies,  p l u s  l a r g e  rural-urban income d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  have fue l ed  
urban growth i n  r e c e n t  years .  However, with land g e n e r a l l y  n o t  y e t  
scarce ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  can con t inue  t o  absorb  growing numbers o f  r u r a l  



dwel lers  productively. These coun t r i e s  w i l l  s t i l l  be predominantly 
r u r a l  i n  t h e  year 2000. 

Type 4. The four th  urbanizat ion p a t t e r n  i s  found i n  t h e  l a r g e  Asian 
countr ies :  India,  Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and China. 

I f  current  t r ends  continue, most of these  coun t r i e s  w i l l  still  be 
dominated in  t h e  year 2000 by l a rge  and growing r u r a l  populations 
l i v i n a  i n  u t t e r  poverty. However, urban populat ions a r e  a l s o  l a rge  
and could swell  massively even i f  only  a small percentage of t h e  
r u r a l  population is pushed out  by aa-celerating pressures  on land. 
In India,  fo r  example, es t imates  a r e  t h a t  t h e  urban population w i l l  
grow by 210 mi l l ion  between 1975 and 2000, versus a r u r a l  increase 
of 236 mi l l ion ,  without allowing fo r  any s u b s t a n t i a l  push o u t  of 
r u r a l  areas.  

Father McCormac then goes on t o  t r e a t  of :  

The consequences of urbanizat ion 
Miqrat ion 
Poverty and household 
Absorptive capaci ty  of c i t i e s  
Urban Consequences of ruxal  l a b u r  mdrket. 

Theae fol low some d e t d i l s  of t h e  unprecedented s i t u a t i o n  in 
sample c i t i e s :  Mexico City,  Cairo, Lagos and Dacca. 

He then o u t l i n e s  some models of t h e  f u t u r e  based on t h e  work 
of a p r i v a t e  organizat ion,  "The Futures Group" which i s  under con- 
t r a c t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Agency fo r  In te rna t iona l  Development. 
In co-operation with t h e  United Nations Fund fo r  Population Division 
and t h e  World Bank it has  "created a model Great Ci ty ,  'Futurba'  
with demographic, economic and soc ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r ep resen ta t ive  
of t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s  of t h e  world". 

The f i n a l  sec t ion  of t h e  essay conta ins  some recommended 
p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  and a shor t  useful  bibliography. 

Ref. Pro Mundi Vita - Bul le t in  99 - 1994/4. 



PASrORAZ. CARE FOR S U P ~ I T I E S  

P i e r r e  Delooz 

(La secoda  parte deZ BoZtetino d i  Pro h n d i  Vi ta  s i  occupa 
de i  probtemi pastmaZi e deZZe opportunitic propri deZZe g r a d i  cittct. 
Presentiomo qui aZcuni brevi  es t -rat t i  deZ saggio d i  Pierre DeZooa 
riguardanti aZcuni punti d i  v i s t a  teoZogici suZZa c i t t d ,  Z'esempio 
d i  un propamma pastoraZe per m a  p r d e  cittci - presentato daZ 
Vescovo AusiZiorio d i  Sao Paulo, Don Antonio CeZso W i r o z ,  e 
Z'esempio d i  u n ' p r o p m a .  pastorale per Kinsham, Zaire. 
Pierre DeZooz neZ sw, saggio prqpone aZcune poss ib i l i  queetivni  e 
conclude o f f r a d o  e ternat i  per unc soZuzione del  probterna.) 

THE THEOLOGIANS OF THE C I T Y  

The kind of demographic f a c t s  which we have j u s t  s e t  o u t  represent  
a chal lenge t o  Chr i s t i ans  and f o r  t h a t  matter  t o  a l l  indiv iduals  con- 
cerned with t h e  f u t u r e  of humanity - a f u t u r e  which, i n  the  case  of 
t h e  s u p e r c i t i e s ,  appears very bleak indeed. I n  t h e  l i g h t  of such a 
prospect  how should C h r i s t i a n s  r e a c t ?  

This  might appear t o  be a simple quest ion but it involves a t  
l e a s t  one prel iminary question: is t h e r e  a s p e c i f i c a l l y  Chr i s t i an  
v i s ion  of t h e  c i t y ?  

We could, of course, go r i g h t  back t o  i t s  beginnings and note 
t h a t  in  a n t i q u i t y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  developed c h i e f l y  in  t h e  c i t i e s .  The 
s u p e r c i t i e s  of those days, Antioch, Alexandria, Rome, Constantinople, 
were converted t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  long before t h e  r u r a l  a reas .  A s  
everyone knows "pagan", paganus, means a peasant.  And t h i s  i s  very 
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f o r  it would thus  seem t h a t  c i t i e s  have always been 
a r e a s  of freedom, of l i b e r a t i o n  from the  t r a d i t i o n s  which were kept 
a l i v e  by t h e  peasants  because they provided a sense of secur i ty .  To 
t h e  peasants  of a n t i q u i t y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  must have appeared a s  something 
t e r r i b l e  and i f ,  indeed, the  country d i s t r i c t s  d id  slowly become 
Chr i s t i an  (and i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  d i d  they ever?)  then the  p r i c e  which 
had t o  be paid was a c e r t a i n  " sac ra l i za t ion"  of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  and 
a "watering down' o r  even t h e  abandoning of i ts  l i b e r a t i n g  aspec t s  
and in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  d id  away with t h e  
ca tegor ies  o f  t h e  pure  and t h e  impure. 

The f a c t  remains t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which w e  have known f o r  a 
century - r u r a l  a r e a s  put t ing  up q r e a t e r  r e s i s t ance  t o  the  fo rces  
of "de-Christ ianizat ion" than t h e  c i t i e s  - is a phenomenon which is 
both new but  a l s o  s t r n c t u r a l l y  analogous. The consequences of t h i s  
change a r e  only beginning t o  be seen. One r e s u l t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  
t h a t  when i n  t h e  19th and a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  20th century  
Western miss ionar ies  went o u t  t o  t h e  four corners  of t h e  world they 
went out  t o  serve  people in  r u r a l  a reas ,  f o r  scarce ly  one t e n t h  



of t h e  people in non-Western coun t r i e s  l ived in towns. Today, 
however, t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  has  changed canple te ly  and between now and 
t h e  end of t h e  century two-thirds of these  people w i l l  be l i v i n g  i n  
c i t i e s .  The whole way in  which C h r i s t i a n i t y  is  presented w i l l  re-  
qu i re  t o  take  account of t h i s  i f  it is t o  make any impact. The 
question of whether t h e r e  i s  a s p e c i f i c a l l y  Chr i s t i an  image o f  t h e  
c i t y  then becomes loaded with a new sense of  pert inence and un- 
precedented urgency. 

The re la t ionsh ipsbe tweenre l ig ion  and urbanizat ion a r e  very  
complex and cannot be gone i n t o  i n  depth here. Moreover they would 
requ i re  f i e l d  s tud ies  - something which a s  y e t  has never been done. 
We would however mention a s  an example a study c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  India  
over a period of twelve years ,  with t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of Harvard 
Universi ty and dea l ing  with the  development of a modern c i t y  on a 
t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  s i t e .  I t  would seem from t h i s  t h a t  Hinduism 
was capable of  adapting i t s e l f  in  numerous unexpected ways. See 
S. Seymour ( e t  a l ) ,  The transformation o f  a Sacred Tom: Bhubn- 
n e s h r ,  India, Boulder, c o l . ,  blestview Press,  1980 

Is the re ,  then a s p e c i f i c a l l y  Chr i s t i an  v i s ion  of  the  c i t y ?  
A number of theologians have asked themselves t h i s  prel iminary 
quest ion and t h e i r  responses have been very d i f f e r e n t  and w e n  con- 
t r ad ic to ry .  The reason f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  question i t s e l f  implies 
a well-defined theoloqica l  a t t i t u d e  vis-a-vis  t h e  e a r t h l y  r e a l i t i e s .  
Here a r e  but four examules. 

1)  Harvey Cox p r a i s e s  t h e  c i t y  a s  t h e  supreme place  of human, secular  
l i b e r a t i o n ,  a dangerous l i b e r a t i o n  no 
doubt but  a l i b e r a t i o n  t h e  promises of  which a r e  well 

worth t h e  r i s k  because t h i s  i i b e r a t i o n  makes t h e  individual  responsible 
fo r  h i s  own fu l f i lmen t .  (H.COX, The Secular Ci ty .  Secularization i n  
Theological Perspective, New York, Macmillan, 1965. ) 

2)  Joseph Comblin sees  t h e  growth of c i t i e s  as a s tage  i n  t h e  d iv ine  
pedagogical plan,  one which teaches  people t o  l i v e  

i n  intercommunion with o thers .  (J.Comblin, Thdologie de la v i l l e ,  
Par i s ,  Edit ions Univers i ta i res ,  1968.) 

3)  Jacques E l l u l  looks i n t o  t h e  Bible and f inds  t h a t  t h e r e  t h e  c i t y  
i s  marked by a s o r t  of curse;  t h e  c i t y  is t h e  p lace  

where human beings claim t o  be able  t o  do without God and where they 
f a i l .  Jerusalem alone,  al though continuously destroyed and con- 
t inuously  r e b u i l t ,  proclaims something completely d i f f e r e n t :  J e r u ~ l e m  
is  t h e  holy c i t y  which God w i l l  send before men. (J. E l l u l ,  The 
meaning o f  the  Ci ty  Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1970, and published i n  
French under t h e  t i t l e  Sans feu n i  l ieu.  S igni f icat ion biblique de 
la Grande ViZZe, Paris, Gallimard, i 9 8 5 . ) ~ .  Cox published a c r i t i q u e  
of J. E l l u l  i n  Commonweal, J u l y  1971. E l l u l  r e p l i e d  t o  t h i s  i n  t h e  
French e d i t i o n  of h i s  work. 

4 )  Benjamin Tonna bases h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  spec ia l  case of  t h e  
s u p e r c i t i e s  i n  t h e  developing coun t r i e s  and sees  

i n  them a sign of t h e  times, p t e n t i a l  places of incarnation where 
t h e  l o c a l  Church w i l l  r equ i re  t o  give shape and form t o  t h e  redeeming 
plan  of God. Thus, accroding t o  him, the  C d  of t h e  Bible w i l l  be 
i n  favour of t h e  c i t y ,  f o r  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  proclaim t h e  reconc i l i a t ion  



of humanity with i t s e l f .  (B. Tonna, Un vangelo per l a  c i t t d ,  Bologna, 
E:M:I:, 1978. Eng. t r a n s l ,  Cuspel for the  Ci t i es ,  Mryknol l ,  1982). 

Despite t h e  r a p i d i t y  of t h i s  overview it deomonstrates t h a t  t h e  
c i t y ,  t o  say t h e  l e a s t ,  i s  a source of cont radic t ion  f o r  theologians 
and t h a t  t h e  only  po in t  on which they might agree among themselves 
would be t o  say t h a t  on e a r t h  t h e r e  is no c e l e s t i a l  Jerusalem t o  be 
b u i l t  a s  of  today.. . In t h e  meantime, however, the  c i t i e s  a r e  there ;  
they a r e  developing in  what is o f t en  a monstrous manner; they 
f a s c i n a t e  thousands of mi l l ions  of people who p i l e  i n t o  them i n  ever 
l a r g e r  numbers and who, unable t o  f ind  anywhere e l s e  t o  be born, t o  
l i v e  and t o  d ie ,  p re fe r  t o  remain t h e r e  r a t h e r  than go, o r  r e tu rn ,  
t o  t h e  countryside where very o f t e n  t h e r e  is no longer a p lace  f o r  
them. Indeed, it may well be t h a t  today it i s  only t h e  r i c h  who 
f i n d  the  country a t t r a c t i v e  because they have t h e  means t o  maintain 
contac t  with t h e  c i t y  and t o  take  with them a l l  t h e  advantages of 
t h e  c i t y  without any of t h e  disadvantages.... 

The people t o  whom t h e  Church seeks t o  bring t h e  Gospel i s  
more and more an urban people who w i l l  become increasingly concen- 
t r a t e d  in l a r g e  urban centres.  Such a t ransformation has never been 
seen before and t h e  Church, l i k e  everyone e l s e ,  lacks  experience i n  
deal ing with t h e  problem. 

Certain "ear th ly"  a spec t s  of t h e  development of t h e  s u p e r c i t i e s  
a r e  c l o s e l y  linked t o  human d e s t i n y  a s  a whole and the re fo re  t o  t h e  
Chr i s t i an  des t iny  of mankind. Has, f o r  exampie, s u f f i c i e n t  emphasis 
been placed on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  forms of urhan a r c h i t e c t u r e  
have contr ibuted t o  i s o l a t i n g  individuals  from t h e i r  n e i g h b u r s  and 
t o  t h e  c rea t ion  of t h i s  " lonely crohd" which i s  s o  detr imental  t o  
t h e  pooerest  of t h e  poor? Are we s u f f i c i e n t l y  aware t h a t  t h e  need 
fo r  b i r t h  con t ro l  which is  more acute  i n  t h e  s u p e r c i t i e s  than any- 
where e l s e  i s  nothing more than a q u a n t i t a t i v e  problem t o  be resolved 
by a l l  poss ib le  means?... 

A CONCRETE EXAMPLE: BASIC ELEMENTS OF PASTORAL CARE 
I N  SAO PAKILO, BRAZIL 

Presented by Dom Antonio Celso Queiroz, 
a u x i l i a r y  bishop of Sao Paulo. 

1. A r e a l  presence in  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  people, responding t o  t h e i r  
needs and helping them t o  organize. Pas to ra l  c a r e  in  per iphera l  
d i s t r i c t s  works along these  l i n e s ,  s u p ~ o r t i n g  people 's  movements which 
constant ly  denounce i n j u s t i c e s  and defend t h e  people. One of t h e  
p r i o r i t i e s  here is t h e  purchase of land fo r  t h e  cons t ruct ion  of 
canmunity c e n t r e s  i n  new d i s t r i c t s  on t h e  periphery. Over t h e  l a s t  
few years  around 70,000 sq.m. have been aquired i n  t h i s  way. 

2. Pas to ra l  c a r e  f o r  human r i g h t s .  This  i s  organized through defence 
c e n t r e s  i n  t h e  var ious  regions. I t  r ece ives  considerable support 
from t h e  J u s t i c e  and Peace Commission. 

3. Pas to ra l  c a r e  f o r  labour which t r a i n s  m i l i t a n t s  who guide and 
s u p p r t  the. Chr i s t i an  presence i n  f a c t o r i e s  and work s i tua t ions .  



4. Pas to ra l  ca re  f o r  has ic  cmmunit ies ,  which attempt t o  br ing  
people together  i n  m a l l  communities where they can l i v e  and express 
t h e i r  f a i t h  and from which they can take  up t h e i r  evangelical  mission. 
There is no means of knowing how many bas ic  c o m u n i t i e s  t h e r e  a r e  i n  
t h e  var ious  regions of t h e  archdiocese. There a re ,  i n  any case ,  
d i f f e r e n t  types: decent ra l ized  ~ a r i s h  c o m u n i t i e s ,  community c e n t r e s  
with t h e i r  own property, neighbourhood groups o r  s t r e e t  groups which 
meet pe r iod ica l ly ,  e t c .  The basic c o m u n i t i e s  have emerged a s  one 
of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t rengths  within t h e  p a s t o r a l  work of t h e  Church i n  
Sao Paulo. It i s  they who, t o  a  g r e a t  ex ten t ,  have supported t h e  
most l i v e l y  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  i s sues  of f a i t h  and s o c i a l  commitment i n  
t h e  regions  and i n  t h e  par ishes .  

5. Spec i f i c  forms of pas to ra l  ca re  f o r  underprivileqed areas .  
Thus a form of p a s t o r a l  c a r e  fo r  slum-dwellers and chi ldren ,  a s  well 
a s  f i r s t  s t e p s  towards forms of p a s t o r a l  c a r e  f o r  farmers and peasants ,  
a r e  being worked out .  

6 .  A major concern i s  f inding a way t o  e n s u r e a p a s t o r a l  presence 
within the  means of soc ia l  communication a s  well a s  means of in te -  
g r a t i n g  t h e  Cathol ic  Universi ty and i ts  theologica l  f a c u l t y  i n t o  
t h e  p a s t o r a l  work of t h e  archdiocese. 

7. Training of new p r i e s t s ,  t r a i n i n g  fo r  o the r  forms of minis t ry  
and t r a i n i n g  of t h e  l a i t y  i n  genera l  with t h e  aim of def in ing b e t t e ~  
t h e i r  r o l e  in  t h e  va r ious  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  bodies. 

8. The constant  renewal and continuous s t imula t ion  of l i t u r g i c a l ,  
sacramental and ca teche t i ca l  l i f e  i n  l i n e  with t h e  d i r e c t o r y  of 
sacraments of t h e  Sao Paulo archdiocese. 

9. Other e s s e n t i a l  p a r t s  of t h e  p a s t o r a l  work within t h e  arch- 
d iocese  but which a t  p resen t  a r e  being c l a r i f i e d  and researched 
include : 
a) t h e  l a y  pas to ra te  which, a s  i s  t h e  case with t h e  Church i n  B r a z i l  as 

. a whole, i s  immature and poorly defined; 

b) pas to ra l  work among t h e  middle c l a s s e s  who have problems i n  under- 
standing t h e  evangelical  option f o r  t h e  poor; 

c )  t h e  harmonization of t h e  pas to ra l  work of t h e  movements with t h a t  
of t h e  archdiocese; 

d )  t h e  rapid mul t ip l i ca t ion  of s e c t s  and of t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s  among 
t h e  poor; 

e )  t h e  need f o r  an appropr ia te  response t o  t h e  new challenges thrown 
up by t h e  c i t y  i n  terms of evnagel ica l  presence and ac t ion ,  above a l l  
i n  t h e  c e n t r e s  of urban i n d u s t r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  a s  well a s  t h e  t r a i n -  
ing of workers i n  evangelism ( p r i e s t s ,  members of r e l i g i o u s  orders,  
t h e  l a i t y )  who can t a c k l e  t h e s e  new challenges. 

PASTORAL CARE I N  KINSHASA 
(Presented by Fr. Leon de Sa in t  Ploulin 

former Vice-President of t h e  Universi ty of Kinshasa). 

..... In 1950 t h e r e  were e igh t  pa r i shes  f o r  200,000 inhab i t an t s ,  21 i n  
1960 fo r  400,000 and 43 i n  1966 Eor 800,000. Since 1967 the re  has 
been a slowing down f o r  no more young miss ionar ies  a r e  coming i n  and 
l o c a l  vocations f o r  t h e  priesthood a r e  few. 



A t  t h e  same time, however, and i n  p a r t  t o  respond t o  this 
g rowingacarc i ty , the  Church has embarked on an in tense  programme of 
l a i t y  education and, following t h e  guidel ines  of t h e  Second Vatican 
Council, has launched research  programmes with t h e  a i m  of encouraging 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  l a i t y  a t  a l l  t h e  var ious  l e v e l s  of t h e  
Chr i s t i an  l i f e .  In June 1983al;asic education course ended i ts  
four th  camplete three-year cycle  with 1,300 pa r t i c ipan t s .  More than 
2,500 people have reg i s t e red  f o r  t h e  f i f t h  course. This  course t r a i n s  
Chr is t ian  l eaders  who undertake, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Chr is t ian  education 
among ch i ld ren  and young people i n  t h e  pa r i shes  and t h e  bas ic  
communities. 

Three forms of l a y  minis t ry  have been defined: a )  t h e  bakambi 
o r  l a y  leadership  of a pa r i sh  where they a r e  genera l ly  a s s i s t e d  by 
a p r i e s t  "animateur" who has  o ther  apos to l i c  commitments e i t h e r  i n  
teaching o r  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  se rv ices  of the  Church; b) p a r i s h  a s s i s t a n t s  
and c )  pas to ra l  workers. One of the  l a t t e r  is i n  charge of a cen t re  
f o r  meditation, study and r e t r e a t .  In 1983, 19 par ishes  were in  
t h e  c a r e  of bakambi, t he re  were four p a r i s h  a s s i s t a n t 6  and f i v e  
p a s t o r a l  workers. Thanks t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of these  l ay  min i s t e r s  13 
new par i shes  could be opened in  1980 alone. Thus i n  1983 t h e r e  were 
74 pa r i shes  f o r  almost t h r e e  mi l l ion  inhab i t an t s  while some f u r t h e r  
churches were a l ready b u i l t  o r  i n  the  process of building. 

Since t h e  endof t h e  1970s t h e  number of vocations f o r  t h e  
priesthood has a l s o  been increasing considerably. In  the  three-year 
philosophy course, t h e r e  were 80 seminarians from t h e  archdiocese 
of Kinshasa, with 50 more in  t h e  theoloqy course. A t  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  
l eve l  t h e  aim i s  t o  provide c a r e  f o r  around 250 pa r i shes  over t h e  
next t h i r t y  years  o r  so, given t h a t  by t h e  year  2000 t h e  c i t y  should 
have a population of 6 mi l l ion  and twenty years  l a t e r  should have 
reached t h e  10 mi l l ion  mark. Financing such a programme represents  
a problem but resources  increase a s  t h e  number of churches increases  
and an e f f o r t  i s  being made t o  develop a model f o r  e s t ab l i sh ing  
pa r i shes  while keeping t o  ever s t r i c t e r  expenditure l i m i t s .  

To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  the image of t h e  pa r i sh  is t h a t  of a place 
of worship where t h e  l i t u r g y  ccmes i n t o  its own; more fundamentally, 
however, it is a c e n t r e  f o r  s t imula t ing  t h e  basic communities. The 
l i t u r g y  i s  very much a l i v e .  Re la t ive ly  few masses a r e  ce lebra ted  
according t o  t h e  f u l l  Zai r ian  r i t e  crea ted  i n  the  mid-1960s, but  
t h e  ce lebra t ion  of a l l  masses involves t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  
f a i t h f u l  which is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  Zair ian r i t e .  

This dynamism is  a l s o  t o  be found in  t h e  organizat ion of pas to ra l  
work a t  the  top  level .  Together with a l l  t h e  bishops of Zaire t h e  
Archbishop of Kinshasa has always supported t h e  Catholic  Faculty of 
Theology and t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  Africanize the  Church. 

A s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  organizat ion is concerned, t h r e e  apos to l i c  
regions  have recen t ly  been created.  The c e n t r a l  region is  d i rec ted  
by t h e  archbishop himself with an a u x i l i a r y  bishop i n  charge of t h e  
t h o  others .  These regions  a r e ,  however, more executive u n i t s  o r  
p r a c t i c a l  u n i t s  than bodies f o r  the  conception of a p a r t i c u l a r  form 
of p a s t o r a l  care .  Religious congregations a l s o  have an important ro le .  

Ref. Pro ~ u n d i  v i t a  - Bul le t in  99 - 1984/4. 

- end - 



MISSION 'ID-DAY 
AJJiTER-BANGLADESH 

Bob blcCahiLL e' un rnissionario deL gmppo MaryknotZ che v ivc  
i n  Bangladesh i n  un ambiente pmticamente t u t t o  musutrnano. "Che 
cosa s t a i  facendo?" chiede o p i  tunto a se stesso.  A vo t t e  sernbra 
p i u  ' importante essere ssnp ticernente La ', ad aiutare se s i  puo '. 
La Zettara d i  Rob e '  una testirnonianza personate su come s i  puo' 
essere un rnissionario i n  questa epoca de t t e  m&sioni, 

"It i s  reported t h a t  t h e  Prophet of Islam, Mohammed (SM), once 
said:"What ac t ions  a r e  most excel lent?  To gladden t h e  h e a r t  of a 
human being, t o  feed t h e  hungry, t o  he lp  the  a f f l i c t e d ,  t o  l igh ten  
t h e  sorrow of t h e  sorrowful, and t o  remove the  wrongs of t h e  injured." 
I am d a i l y  and deeply g r a t e f u l  t o  God f o r  having given me one more 
year  of l i f e  (number 47) with i t s  many oppor tun i t i e s  t o  gladden, 
t o  feed,  t o  help, and t o  l igh ten  t h e  sorrows of others .  

Probably t h i s  yea r ' s  most su rp r i s ing  discovery has been t h a t  
b l ind  people, of whom Bangladesh has hundremof thousands, wish t o  
have t h e i r  photographs taken. Ayub came t o  q e t  h i s  photo the  o t h e r  
day. I had a n ice  one t o  present  t o  him. He smiled broadly when 
I placed it i n  h i s  hands. H i s  companion, t h e  b y  who leads  him 
around t h e  town and v i l l a g e s ,  exclaimed: "Fine photo!" Ayub chuckled 
and squirmed with p leasure  a s  o the r s  gathered t o  view h i s  p o r t r a i t .  
He cannot see  it, of course. B a t  o t h e r s  do see  it, and o f f e r  t h e i r  
comments a b u t  it. That photo ind ica tes  t o  Ayub something a b u t  h i s  
value. I t ' s  a s  i f  I had t o l d  him: "You're important; I li.ke you." 
Sometimes a photographis l i k e  a hug. 

It 's easy t o  admire b l ind  people. They i n s t r u c t  me by t h e i r  
good example. Every few flays I pass by Banu who sits a t  the  road- 
s i d e  begging. Her naked three-years-old daughter,  For i ,  p lays  i n  
t h e  d i r t  beside her .  Last week I greeted t h e  h l ind  mother and her 
seeing ch i ld .  Banu responded i n  her customary, cheerfu l  way. Then 
she c a l l e d  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t o r n  sharee she was wearing. I ca jo led  
her: "Listen Banu! Already i t ' s  t h e  hot season; t o r n  c lo th ing  is  
advantageous; you'll& cooler  and more comfortable t h a t  way." Banu' s 
face  lit up. She giggled merri ly.  Such a good humoured lady. Blind 
s ince  b i r t h ,  owning nothing, and always ready t o  laugh. 

Sane persons a r e  so grievously ill t h a t  t h e  bes t  way I know t o  
help them is by speaking a word of t r u t h .  'ast nonth I admitted 
Bi layet  t o  a hosp i t a l ,  but within one week they re leased him. They 
could not t r e a t  him; he should r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  order  t o  d i e  
a t  home. Bilayed draped h i s  arm over my neck while we descended t h e  
stairway, and sighed: " I ' m  so weak. . .couldn' t  e a t  a l l  week long." 
I spoke of Al lah ' s  love f o r  him, assured him t h a t  Allah knows what 
he ' s  going through, and t h a t  he is a good person. Among those t r u t h s  



t h e  l a t t e r  one was t h e  most astounding f o r  him t o  hear. No one 
ever t e l l s  a black, i l l i t e r a t e ,  threadbare and shoeless physica l ly  
broken v i l l a g e r  t h a t  he is a good person. Although Bi layet  ms 
beyond smiling, I bel ieve  he t reasured  u n t i l  t h e  hour of h i s  dea th  
those t h r e e  l i t t l e  w r d s :  You a r e  good. 

You may have read about t h e  f loods  i n  Bangladesh t h i s  year.  
Recently I was slogging through thigh-deep waters i n  order t o  v i s i t  
Amena, an a i l i n g  mother. It was s l ippery  going. A crowd of onlookers 
watched expectantly f o r  me t o  f a l l .  I d i d n ' t  d isappoint  them. A s  
f lurched backwards i n t o  muddy water do you imagine t h a t  I heard 
expressions of sympathy o r  even p o l i t e l y  muffled laughter?  Not so. 
I heard, r a the r ,  guffaws and observed t h a t  even t h e  s i c k  lady was 
grinning. I ' d  touched her funnybone. Sometimes t h e  good I 
accomplish is  not  the  good I ' d  intended. 

Multiply t h e  above mentioned inc iden t s  by a few hundred o r  
thousands and y o u ' l l  have an accura te  enough idea of what one 
Cathol ic  missioner p r i e s t  in  a Muslim major i ty  country has been 
doing. I t r y  not t o  exaggerate t h e  joy God gives  me threugh t h e  
sick-poor. But, a s  a matter of f a c t ,  I ' m  t r u l y  happy, i n  love with 
persons who s u f f e r  without grumbling, and more in need of them than 
they  a r e  i n  need o f  me. 

P r a i s e  belong t o  Al lahl"  

Your Brother ,  

Bob 1JcCahill. 

P o s t s c r i p t  f o r  fel low - pilgrims:  Sometimes I accuse myself: Man, 
what a r e  you doing!? When a r e  

you going t o  start  helping t o  change s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  oppress people? 
You're so wrapped up i n  peoples'  l i v e s  t h a t  you haven't  t h e  time 
o r  enerqy t o  grapple with t h e  b ig  i ssues .  Then I bea t  my scrawny 
ches t ,  admit my de f i c i enc ies ,  andviewmyself with calm amusement. 
Anyway ( I say t o  myself) ,  who knows? 1,laybe C& uses  even my wee 
e f f o r t s  t o  he lp  transform oppressive s t ruc tu res .  

Helping t h e  poor is a m r k  recornended by a l l  t h e  g rea t  
r e l ig ions .  "Helping t h e  p o r "  i s  a l s o  an expression so t r i te  that 
I used t o  think it described j u s t  one among many laudable human 
a c t i v i t i e s .  No lonrjer do I underestimate t h a t  work. The promise 
of another  Great Propeht is f u l f i l l e d :  "When you give  a par ty ,  
i n v i t e  the  poor, t h e  cr ippled ,  t h e  lame and t h e  bl ind.  They have 
no means of repaying you. That way l i e s  r e a l  happiness f o r  you." 



406 

PTXFiTx.5 ETlR m I m J  
From 

THJ3 SEDOS SEMINAR: HISSION AND REFUGEES,OCTOBER 31, 1984 

1. SEDOS members a r e  i n t e r n o t i o n a l s o c i e t i e s  with con tac t s ,  f requent ly  
i n  US and Canada. They should a v a i l  of t h i s  ' t o  Sponsor' refuqees 
f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  these  count r ies .  

2 .  Again - throuqh t h e i r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  con tac t s  SEDOS members could 
_nut t h e i r  US o r  Canadian members i n  contac t  with refugees from 
I t a l y  who have h e n  granted ent ry  v i s a s  t o  t h e s e  count r ies .  Such 
con tac t s  can be p a r t i c u l a r l y  he lpful  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days a f t e r  t h e  
refuqees '  a r r i v a l 1  

3 ,  SFmS could make a v a i l a b l e  ihformation on t h e  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of 
" s ~ o n s o r i n o "  refuqees, by indiv iduals ,  s o c i e t i e s ,  pa r i shes ,  groups. 

4. t l issionasy S o c i e t i e s  should pool  t h e i r  rescurces  and a c t  tcxjether 
i n  col labora t ion  with each o the r  i n  prgrammes f o r  refugees 'sur 
p l ace '  i n  t h e  coun t r i e s  where they work. 

5 .  SDOS m-mkrs a r e  urged t o  make e f f o r t s ,  thhough t h e  I t a l i a n  Episcopal 
Conference and t h e i r  own Soc ie t i e s ,  t o  hring pressure  t o  bear on 
t h e  I t a l i a n  qovernment t o  enact  laws l e g a l i s i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of 
refuqees i n  I t a l y .  

6 .  There a r e  many A s i a t i c  refugees i n  I t a l y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from Vietnam. 
SEDOS should t ake  an i n i t i a t i v e  i n  encouraqinq t h e  publishing,  i n  
I t a l i a n ,  of hooks on Vietnamese cul ture .  

7. An abandoned o r  unused Church i n  Rome could be made a v a i l a b l e  a s  a 
?qosque f o r  i:uslim refugees. 

9. E f f o r t s  should he made t o  helo refugees understand t h e  c u l t u r a l  
p a t t e r n s  of rece iv ing  count r ies .  There a r e  nea r ly  always some SEDOS 
members learn inq  I t a l i a n  - could they  l ea rn  together  with refugees  
where poss ih le?  

9. 14embers should t r y  t o  be informed about t h e  com_nlexities of t h e  
problem. There a r e  few i f  any simple so lu t ions .  (Examples mentioned 
i n  t h e  proposals  were: an over s i n p l i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  connection 
between F:arxism and refugees;  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  of some 
Euro_?eans i l l u s t r a t e d  hy a group of people taking a pas tor  t o  cour t  
f o r  a l l eged ly  causing an increase  i n  l o c a l  t axa t ion  due t o  
refugees se rv ices  which he had undertaken). 

10. I t  i s  important t o  r e spec t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  and r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s  of refugees. 



( A t  the  Norld Council of  Churches' Central Cornittee meeting 
held i n  Dresden i n  August 1981 the Corrmittez adopted a Statement 
on "The Churches and the  NorlJ Refugee Crisis". This i s  an abridged 
version o f  the Background D o m e n t  presented t o  tha t  meeting a d  
is taken f r m  the o f f i c i n l  booklet ca tn in ing  the Statement. The 
f u l l  text i s  available also i n  French, Cemnn nild Spanish from WCC, 
150 Route de Femey, P.O.Bo3: EE,  1211 Cenare 20, Switzerland. 

(&ante la riunione de l  Cornitrrto Centrale de l  Consiglio flfondiale 
deZZe Chiese che ha avuto luogo a Dresden nell 'agosto 1981, i l  Comitato 
ha f a t t o  propria i?na Dichiarazione su "Le Chiece e la c r i s i  mondinle 
d e i  rii.fufugirltirf. Questo e' un riassunto dal documento in t rodut t i vo  
presentato a questa riunione, t r a t t o  drrll'opuscolo u f f i c i a l e  con- 
tenente t a l e  Dichiarazione. La versione integrale,  d i s p a i b i l e  anche 
i n  francese, tedesco e spapolo,  s i  puo' richiedere a2 GJCC 150, Route 
de Femey, P.O.Box, 66, 1212, Genevc 20, Switzerland. 

A worldwide r e fugee  d i s a s t e r  of unprecedented p r o p o r t i o n s  i s  
f a s t  deve lop ing ,  a cumulat ive  nightmare f o r  many m i l l i o n s  of men, 
women and c h i l d r e n  f o r c e d  t o  f l e e  t h e i r  homes. whole p o p u l a t i o n s  have 
become r e f u g e e s  from war, r e p r e s s i o n  o r  d e p r i v a t i o n .  Semi-permanent 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  r e f u q e e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  accumulate i n  s e v e r a l  p a r t s  of 
t h e  w r l d ,  bu t  t h e y  risl: be ing  f o r g o t t e n  a s  newer r e fugee  movements 
c la im p r i o r i t y .  

While some people  choose t o  l e ave  home, r e f u g e e s  do  s o  i n v o l u n t a r i l y .  
The cho i ce  i s  f o r c e d  upon them hy t u r m o i l  o r  p e r v a s i v e  i n j u s t i c e ' w h e r e  
t h e y  l i v e .  In A f r i c a  an e s t i m a t e d  5 m i l l i o n  r e f u g e e s  and d i s p l a c e d  
people  have f l e d  a p a r t h e i d  and i t s  consequences i n  t h e  sou thern  p a r t  
of t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  o r  wars o r  op-s ress ive  reqimes e lsewhere .  Somalia,  
i n  t h e  Born of P f r i c a ,  has  one of  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of 
r e fugees  i n  t h e  uorld-1.5 m i l l i o n .  

In  Asia  t h e r e  a r e  n e a r l v  2 m i l l i o n  r e f u g e e s  from Afghanis tan i n  
P a k i s t a n ,  and a t  l e a s t  1.5 m i l l i o n  people  have f l e d  wars and t u r m o i l  
i n  Indochina.  I n  t h e  NiAdle E a s t  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  1.7 n i l l i o n  
P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s  remains  e l u s i v e ,  and hundredsofthousandsofother 
r e f u g e e s  and d i s p l a c e d  pe r sons ,  i nc lud inq  many C h r i s t i a n s ,  a r e  con- 
c e n t r a t e d  i n  Lebanon, Cyprus and e lsewhere .  

In  L a t i n  America c l o s e  t o  150 000 pe r sons  have soucjht r e fuge  from 
r e p r e s s i o n  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t oday  i n  C e n t r a l  America. 
North America, Western Europe, Aus t - ra l i a  and New Zealand remain t h e  
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major rec ip ien t s  of r e s e t t l e d  refuqees, and t h e  recent  Cuban and 
Haitian refugee movements have made t h e  United S t a t e s  a country of 
f i r s t  asylum. 

Refugees have a na tu ra l  claim on t h e  churches. The concept of 
refuge i s  well-knovm i n  b i b l i c a l  thought. Thus f o r  mny  years  t h e  
churches have organized large-scale e f f o r t s  t o  help refugees, f i r s t  
in  Europe, then i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  m r l d .  A s  t h e  churches and other 
refugee-servinq organizat ions seek t o  devise new in te rna t iona l  
s t r a t e g i e s ,  c e r t a i n  recent  t r ends  i n  refugee movements must be taken 
i n t o  account: 

a)  The burden: The brunt of t h e  world's refbgee burclen is  borne by 
countr ies  of the  Third I'orldr Although many western 

countr ies  have made subs tan t i a l  e f f o r t s  in  s e t t l i n g  and i n  financinq 
and s t a f f i n g  refugee work general ly,  it i d  t h e  countr ies  which can 
l e a s t  a f f o r d  t h e  presence of reftiqees that have t h e  largegt  numbers 
of them. 

b) Population increases:  Rapid increases  in much of t h e  world's 
population, e spec ia l ly  i n  p a r t s  of t h e  Third 

Wurld, have magnified t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  movements of refugees and 
others.  

c )  National borders: National borders a r e  much more sharply defined 
than they formerly were, which increases  t h e  

p robab i l i ty  of many people becoming refugees. 

d )  World i n s t a b i l i t y :  The world is  f a r  more unstable than it was a 
generat ion ago. This i s  espec ia l ly  t r u e  

p o l i t i c a l l y  and economically but a l s o  socia l ly .  

e )  '.ladern c m n i c a t i o n s :  Improvements i n  communication have allowed 
t h e  world t o  become much more aware of 

refugee s i t u a t i o n s ,  and simultaneously b e t t e r  t r anspor ta t ion  has made 
poss ib le  t h e  movement over long dis tances  of considerable numbers of 
refuqees. 

f) Growins p l u r a l i m :  Movements of refugees and other  people a r e  
raking t h e  world increas ingly  and i r r e v e r s i b l y  

p l u r a l i s t i c .  This  is too  often seen i n  a purely negative way which 
overlooks t h e  many advantaqes that plura l i sm can bring. 

MAJOR ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

Defini t ions:  who is  a refugee? The question of who, by d e f i n i t i o n ,  is 
and i s  no t  a refugee i s  of primary 

importance, but t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  t h a t  have been formulated so f a r  a r e  
by no means f r e e  of d i f f i c u l t y .  The two bas ic  in te rna t iona l  agreements 
which s e t  guidel ines  f o r  deal ing with refugees a r e  t h e  United Nations 
1951 Convention Reht ing  t o  the Status o f  Refugees, and t h e  very s imi lar  
1967 FrotocoZ Relating t o  the  Status of R e f y e e s  which eliminated t h e  
1951 cut-off da te ,  and t h e  g e c q r a ~ h i c  r e s t r i c t i o n  f o r  refugees covered 
by t r e a t y .  



It i s  t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  United Nat ions  High Commissioner f o r  
Refugees, c r e a t e d  i n  1951, which is charqed with  t h e  t a s k  of super-  
v i s i n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  convent ions  prov id ing  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
re fugees  and of  seeking du rab l e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  problems of r e fugees  
i n  coopera t ion  w i th  governments and Voluntary agencies .  

Asylum: The g ran t i ng  o f  asylum is n o t  d e a l t  w i th  in  t h e  Convention 
o r  p ro toco l .  I t  is ,  however, recognized a s  an important  

i s s u e  i n  t h e  Universa l  Dec la ra t ion  of Human R igh t s  which s t a t e s  t h a t  
every  person has  " t h e  r i g h t  t o  seek and en joy  asylum" when h i s  l i f e  
and l i b e r t y  a t e  i n  danger ,  

"Non-refoulement": D i r e c t l y  connected wi th  t h e  ques t i on  of  asylum 
is t h e  b a s i c  r i g h t  of "non-refoulement", inc luded  

i n  t h e  Convention and P ro toco l ,  accord ing  t o  which governments should 
n o t  expe l  o r  r e t u r n  ( " r e f o u l e r " )  a re fugee  i n  any manner whatsoever 
t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  where h i s  l i f e  or freedom would be 
t h r e a t e n e d  on account  o f  h i s  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  membership 
of a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  group or  p o l i t i c a l  opinion.  I t  is  un fo r tuna t e ly  
well-knokn t h a t  i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  world, governments have v i o l a t e d  
t h i s  fundamental r i g h t  and t h a t  it is happening on a rapidly-growing 
s ca l e .  

Mass exodus: Although t h e  needs of i n d i v i d u a l  r e fugees  may be m e t  
under t h e  Convention and Pro toco l  nrovided t h e  h o s t  

count ry  so dec ides ,  novhere i n  t.he language of t h e s e  ins t ruments  i s  
t h e  phenomenon fo re seen  t h a t  aga in  and aga in  has  s o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
swel led t h e  wor ld ' s  re fugee  popula t ion :  t h e  mass exodus. 

Refu_rlee Because r e f u q e e s  a r e  people ,  t h e i r  r i g h t s  go f a r  
heyond t h e i r  c l a ims  t o  asylum f r o m  pe r secu t ion .  

Refugees t o o  are covered by a l l  t h e  h a s i c  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Universal  
Dec l a r a t i on  of  Human R igh t s  and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  same 
t r e a t 2 e n t  as  n a t i o n a l s ,  o r a t  l e a s t  a s  favourab le  a t r e a tmen t  a s  
possible. 

S o l u t i o n s :  I t  i s  a sad r e a l i t y  t h a t  w h l l s t  t h e  number of r e fugees  
i s  on t h e  i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  

decreas ing .  

a )  Voluntary r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  t h e  i d e a l  s o l u t i o n ,  remains a d i s t a n t  
dream f o r  most re fugees .  

b)  Local s e t t l emen t  w i th in  t h e  r eg ion  has  me t .  w i t h  only l i m i t e d  
success  because of t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic i n s t a b i l i t y  
in t h e  less-developed h o s t  c o u n t r i e s .  

C )  Rese t t l ement  of r e fugees  f r ~ m  Thi rd  Vlorld c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  world may o f f e r  c e r t a i n  advantages  and new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t o  t h o s e  who a r e  allmitted,  bu t  t h i s  " so lu t i on"  i s  f r a u q h t  w i th  
r i s k s  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  c u l t u r a l  shock, racism and e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

GUIDELINES FOR TRE CHURCHES 

The wor ld ' s  C h r i s t i a n s  r e p r e s e n t  a v a s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  re fugee  
advocacy and s e r v i c e .  



On i s s u e s  pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and appl ica t ion  of 

t h e  Convention and Protocol: 

a )  The churches can help refuqees by taking i n t o  account t h e  
inportance-and t h e  weaknesses-of t h e  Convention and Protocol (and 

c e r t a i n  o the r  in te rna t iona l  instruments l i k e  t h e  OAU Convention) f i r s t  
by urging t h e i r  r e spec t ive  governments, i f  t hey  have not a l ready done 
so ,  t o  accede t o  t h e s e  agreements, and f u r t h e r ,  t o  encourage t h e  
t i h e ~ l  application of t h e  provisions of t h e  Convention and Protocol  
i n  mat ters  of d e f i n i t i o n .  

h) The churches can a l s o  be p ro tagon i s t s  f o r  refugees by encouraging 
governments t o  accept  t h e  r i g h t  t o  asylum of qenuine app l i can t s  

a s  an inalienable hwnan r ight  t h a t  t ranscends cons idera t ions  of 
domestic o r  foreign policy.  

c )  In  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  it i s  a long-term prospect ,  t h e  churches 
should support a preoentive approach t o  t h e  world refugee c r i s i s .  

On i s s u e s  havinq t o  do with t h e  r i g h t s  of refugees: 

d )  The churches should r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  upholding t h e  r i g h t s  
of refuqees and o the r  oppressed people is based upon an ancient 

bibl ical  and his tor ica l  mandate. 

e )  The churches should remember t h a t  t h e s e  i s sues  a r e  r a i s e d  i n  
two  places: where t h e  refugees f l e d  from, and where they a r e  now, 

f )  The churches can serve a s  advocates and teachers. The in ter - .  
r e l a t edness  of t h e  nany human r i g h t s  i s s u e s  pe r t a in ing  t o  refugees,  

t h e i r  compLexity, and t h e  need f o r  ac t ion  have t o  be expiained again 
and again even t o  maintain t h e  present  i n s u f f i c i e n t  l e v e l  of se rv ice  
endeavours, 

g )  The churches should s t r i v e  f i r s t  f o r  much improved ~00perati07I 
between themselves, and then with a l l  o the r  refugee-serving 

orqaniza t ions  and t h e  re levant  in te rna t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

h) The churches can promote heating and reconci l ia t ion .~ecqniz ing  
t h a t  any progress  towards e l iminat ing  t h e  hunan r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  

t h a t  produce refugees is l i k e l y  t o  be very slour. The churches shoulr: 
in t h e  meantime expand t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  ameliorate t h e  su f fe r ing  of 
homeless neople wherever they a re .  

i) Churches should study t h e  recent  idea of e s t ab l i sh ing  an i n t e r -  
na t iona l  code o f c o ~ u c t w h i c h  would, whenever appropr ia te ,  make 

governments accountahle f o r  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  produce l a rge  numbers of 
refuqees. 

Conclusion: Desgite t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of e s t ab l ihs inq  order  in  a 
disordered world, and of bringing hope t o  refugees now i n  

despa i r ,  t h e  churches must s t ronq ly  exnress t h e i r  determination t o  he lp  
ease  and f i n a l l y  solve t h e  world refugee c r i s i s .  Churches everywhere 
should s t a t e  and show t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  accent  t h e  chaos and i n j u s t i c e  
of t h e  world a s  it is, and express t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  wirh a l l  t h e  
refuqees who have become i t s  vict ims.  Translated i n t o  ac t ion ,  t h i s  
expression of s o l i d a r i t y  means f o r  t h e  churches a much f u l l e r  p a r t i c i p -  
a t i o n  i n  t h e  search  f o r  g loba l  j u s t i c e .  



James :IcDonnell, CSSr. 

1. I C t Z  ClEI.TEWSLETPER. Publicat ion of t h e  In te rna t iona l  Catholic l l igrat ion 
Commission, 37-39 rue de Vermont, Ckl-1202 Geneva. 

Available i n  English o r  French. 

2. LES WSSIERS FAIM DEvELoPPEME~. Sometimes it c a r r i e s  an art icle on 
refugees. Available from: Faim- 

Development, 4, rue  Jean Lant ier ,  75001 Paris .  

3. MIGRATION PIE!%. Quarterly publ ica t ion of t h e  In ternat ional  Catholic 
lnigration Commission (ICbIC). Devoted t o  migration, 

population, land set t lement and refugees. The Agency is  concerned 
with t h e  problems of population movements and t h e  migration of 
refugees and nat ionals .  

4. ?lIGRATIOI.I TOPAY. Published by t h e  World Council of Churches,lSO, 
rou te  de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20. It aims a t  

providing a c lear ing house of ideas ,  resources,  documentation and 
ac t ion on t h e  migration process. 

5. ON THE IIOW,. Publicat ion of t h e  P o n t i f i c i a  Comiss io  de S p i r i t u a l i  
Ifiqratorum Atque I t inerantium Cura, C i t t d  d e l  Vaticano. 

Deals with t h e  n a s t o r a l  care  of migrants. 

6. REFUGEES. A news sheet of t h e  Refugee Service of t h e  Commission on 
Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World Service,  I.:orld Council 

of  Churches, 150 rou te  de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20. 

7. REFUGEES. A monthlynews~aper.ofthe UN Hiph Comission f o r  Refugees- 
Public Information Section,  P a l a i s  des  Nations, CH-1211 

Geneva 10. Available i n  Fmglish, French, I t a l i a n .  Very useful.  

8. REFUGEE rIAGAZIME. IS a supplement t o  t h e  above mentioned monthly 
newspaper REFUGEES. Excellent.  

9. RIFUGIATI-Edizione I t a l i a ~ a  contains a r t i c l e s  and information with 
p a r t i c u l a r  reference  t o  refugees i n  I t a l y .  

10.SERVICC DE L'INFOFUIATION. A news sheet  publishad by t h e  United 
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refugee and migration movements. 

11.UtiCHP FACT SHEET. Another publ ica t ion of  t h e  UN High Commission f o r  
Refugees. It is  f u l l  of information, s t a t i s t i c s  

and f i p r e s  on refuqees. Available i n  Fnrjlish o r  French. 

12.r!ORLD REFUGEES SIJ??VEY. This is an annual published by the  United 
S t a t e s  committee f o r  Refugees (usCR), 20 west 

40th S t r e e t ,  N e w  York, M.Y. 10018. ?in exce l l en t  and indispensable 
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6EU.Y OAK COLLEGES 

SUMMER TERM MODmES 1985 

The Department of Mission of t h e  S e l l y  Oak Colleges has arranged a 
S m e r  Term programme of week-long modules. In te res ted  people, c lergy 
and l a i t y ,  a r e  invi ted  t o  come and study alongside an in te rna t iona l  
and ecumenical group of people of a l l  ages and backgrounds who a r e  
i n  fu l l - t ime t r a i n i n g  f o r  mission. Each nodule covers two main 
top ics ,  with Bible Study a s  a f u r t h e r  opt ion ,  and one o r  more modules 
may be taken. 

Bible Workshop Apr i l  29 - gay 3 

Theology of Mission 
Ecumenical Perspectives May 6 - 1C 

Cross Culture Communication 
May 13 - 17 

Gospel and Culture 

Healing 
Evangclism May 20 - 24 

Mission and Development 
May 27 - 31 

(concentrated week) 

B i b l i c a l  S tudies  - Mission i n  
O.T. and N.T. June 3 - 7 

Men & Women i n  Church & Society 

Third World Theologies 
June 10 - 14 

Po l i t i ca l /Soc ia l  Action/Just ice 

Reneval i n  the  Local Church June - 21 
Building Community 

Introduction t o  Islam, Hinduism, 
Judaism, Buddhism June 24 - 28 

The New Religions 

Person and Community 
J u l y  1 - 5 

People & Movements i n  Mission 

Cost:£ 100 per  module f o r  room, board and t u i t i o n ; c 4 3 . 5 0  f o r  non-residents. - 
The number of p laces  i s  l imi ted .  Some bursa r i e s  avai lable .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

A t  t h e  Multi-Faith Resource Unit, June 14 - 28,  conference/Workshop 
"What Happens t o  Dialogue i n  Dialogue?" 

- - - - - -  
Write o r  phone f o r  nore d e t a i l s  t o  The Admissions Off icer ,  S e l l y  Oak Colleges, 

Birmingham B29 6L9. Telephone: 021-472 4231. 


