


News:  - 

World Mission Day 1984 w i l l  occur on Sunday, October, 21. In h i s  
message for  t h i s  occasion t h e  Pope emphasized 

t h e  place which su f fe r ing  holds i n  evangelizat ion.  H i s  r ecen t  "isit 
t o  Asia where he canonised t h e  Korean martyrs l ed  him t o  t h i s  r e f l e c -  
t ion .  More and m r e  to-day those who witness t o  t h e  Gospel a r e  
being c a l l e d  t o  face t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and t h e  r e a l i t y  of martyrdom. 

Mission and P o l i t i c s :  We quote from a homily of Archbishop Roaero on 
t h i s  vexed topic :  "Whoever be l ieves  t h a t  my 

preaching is p o l i t i c a l ,  t h a t  it provokes violence, a s  i f  I were t h e  
cause of a l l  t h e  e v i l s  i n  t h e  republic ,  f o r g e t s  t h a t  t h e  word of  t h e  
Church is not inventing t h e  e v i l s  which a l ready e x i s t  i n  the  w r l d ,  
but  i l luminating them. The l i g h t  i l lumines what already e x i s t s .  I t  
doesn ' t  c r e a t e  it. The T e a t  e v i l  a l ready e x i s t s ,  and t h e  word of 
God wants t o  do away with those e v i l s .  I t  po in t s  then o u t  a s  p a r t  
of a necessary denunciation so t h a t  people can re tu rn  t o  g o d  paths." 

(Ref. C I I R  Newslet ter) .  

Euchar is t ic  Congress, Nairobi, Kenya: Plans a r e  well advanced fo r  
t h e  Pas tora l  Renewal Programme 

t o  precede t h e  43rd Congress i n  August, 1985. Fr. Joe Mokaya chairman 
of t h e  Probrame has announced t h e  f i v e  t o p i c s  around which t h e  
renewal programme w i l l  t ake  place:  1) Church, The Body of Chr i s t ;  
2) Cal l  t o  Reconcil iat ion;  3)  Matrimony; 4) Family; 5) Eucharist .  
P r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and l a i t y  a r e  being inv i t ed  t o  take p a r t  i n  t h e  
renewal and meetings of l a i t y  have i n  f a c t  a l ready begun. 

In Rome an advisory consu l t a t ive  group has been formed t o  handle 
t r a v e l  arrangements f o r  Congress p a r t i c i p a n t s .  It is  mad& up of 
OIOTA; Kenya Airways, A l i t a l i a ,  Raptim and Vatican representa t ives .  

Islam i n  North Africa:  Mgr. T e i s s i e r ,  Auxiliary Archbishop of  Alger 
w i l l  be i n  Rome i n  November and has agreed t o  

meet with SEDOS members f o r  an informal meeting on Islam i n  North 
America. Time - 4.00 p.m. Place - SEDOS S e c r e t a r i a t e ;  Date - Nov.6. 

Sales ian  General Chapter: Congratulations t o  Don Egidio Vigano on h i s  
re-elect ion a s  Superior General. 

Guatemala: We reconmend the  current  i ssue  of t h e  Catholic  I n s t i t u t e  
fo r  In ternat ional  ~e la t ions"~omment"dea1 ing  with Guatemala. 

(Address: C I I R ,  22 Coleman F ie lds ,  London, N 1  FAF Tr l .  01 354 0883). 

A t  the  meeting with t h e  two members of Guatemala's J u s t i c e  and 
Peace group held i n  Rome on September 10, information was shared on 
t h e  alarming increase  i n  computer a s s i s t e d  technology t o  con t ro l  t h e  
movement of  people i n  t h e  country. I s r a e l i  and Ilnited S t a t e s  Governments 
a r e  a l l eged  t o  be t h e  main sources of t h i s  increased de te r io ra t ion  i n  
t h e  human r i g h t s  s i t u a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  indigenous Indian 
people. 



Peter  Henriot,  SJ .  

(Clarity about the Mission o f  faith. and jus t ice  comes only 
i n  f i de l i t y  t o  a process of commrnaZ discernmat  about the l ived 
edperience of one's e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  misston - not t bough  theoretical  
probing. 

Peter Henriot i s  Director of the Centre o f  Concern i n  
Washington D.C. He w s  a delegate from the  Oregon Prooince, USA, a t  
the  33rd General Congregation of the Jesui ts  t n  1983. In t h i s  a r t i c l e  
he examines the re lu twnship  between fa i th  and jus t ice  as eLaborated 
a t  the  Congregation. This short a r t i c l e  has particulur releoance for 
Jesui ts  but also for other SEDOS members i n  the present discussions 
on l iberat ion theologies and the forthcoming SEDOS Seminar on Just ice  
and Evangelization i n  Mission). 

What - rrrore can p s s i b l y  be sa id  about " l inking f a i t h  and jus t i ce"?  

To be honest, t h a t  quest ion expressed something o f  my own s k e p t i c a l  
f ee l ings  when I f i r s t  s a t  down i n  Rome l a s t  September with a group o f  
brother  J e s u i t s  from around t h e  world t o  address t h i s  top ic .  We were 
serving on the  Commission chosen t o  d r a f t  a document on "mission" for  
t h e  33rd General Congregation, a document reviewing our implementation 
of Decree Four of t h e  General Congregation 32 and providing d i r e c t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of our m i n i s t r i e s  i n  today 's  world. 

My i n i t i a l  skepticism soon faded. The experience o f  working on 
t h a t  Commission and interchanging with J e s u i t s  from every p a r t  of t h e  
globe convinced me t h a t  much more can and should be sa id  about t h e  
connection between serving f a i t h  and promoting j u s t i c e  i n  our con- 
temporary scene. When GC 3 3  unanimously approved a document confirming 
t h i s  l i n k  of f a i t h  and j u s t i c e ,  I f e l t  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  
had indeed been made which would advance the  s o c i a l  commitment not  only  
of J e s u i t s  but a l s o  o f  the wider church. 

1. CLEAR CDNFIR!,lATIOEJ 

These c l a r i f i c a t i o n s ,  however, came aga ins t  t h e  background of 
i n i t i a l  questioning of what had t r ansp i red  i n  our mission s ince  GC 32. 
Preliminary papers presented t o  t h e  de legates  spoke of "mistakes" made 
by J e s u i t s  i n  a too-zealous promotion of j u s t i c e ,  of " f a u l t s "  
committed by an over-emphasis on soc ia l  act ivism t o  t h e  detr iment  of 
f u l l  evangelizat ion.  But the  de lega tes ,  reviewing t h e  a c t u a l  experiences 



of provinces around t h e  world, quickly pointed o u t  that t h e  major 
f a u l t  amng many J e s u i t s  has not  been excessive s o c i a l  involvement 
but  r a the r  f a i l u r e  t o  even become engaged, f a i l u r e  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  
respond t o  t h e  c a l l  to serve  t h e  f a i t h  and promote jus t i ce .  

The recognit ion of where t h e  primary f a i l i n g  l a y  then led  t o  a 
more profound ana lys i s  of * t h i s  was so. Although response t o  GC 
32's  Decree Four has f o r  the  most p a r t  been encouraging throughout 
t h e  Society,  it i s  obvious that t h e r e  s t i l l  is a long way t o  go i n  
order  t o  be adequate i n  terms both of  t h e  s o c i a l  chal lenges before 
u s  and of t h e  po ten t i a l  of t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  personnel and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
Key to  t h e  fu r the r  response, it seemed to t h e  Commission on "mission", 
was t h e  confinoation, c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  and d i rec t ion  ca l l ed  f o r  i n  so 
many of  t h e  pos tu la te s  submitted t o  GC 33. 

The confirmation came strong and c lea r .  In t h e  l i g h t  of  t h e  
c a l l s  made by John Paul 11, t h e  Congregation unambiguously confirmed 
t h e  Soc ie ty ' s  mission expressed by t h e  31st  and 32nd General Con- 
gregat ions  and descr ibed t h a t  mission a s  " t h e  app l i ca t ion  today of  
t h e  Formula of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  and of  our Ignat ian  charism". The 
message i s  simple: "forward i n  continuity."  The docment  says that 
w e  have been on t h e  r i g h t  course and we simply have t o  work harder. 
A s  he lps  t o  working harder, severa l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  were rmde regarding 
t h e  l i n k  of f a i t h  and jus t i ce .  

2. EXPERIENCE, DISCERibIENT AND JUSTICE 

The f i r s t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  made by GC 33 was t h a t  it i s  not  through 
d e f i n i t i o n  o r  decree but only through experience and discernment t h a t  
w e  cane t o  understand f u l l y  why f a i t h  and j u s t i c e  a r e  l inked together. 
Nany people seek p r e c i s e  statements of  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and i t s  many 
v a r i a n t s  and d e s i r e  c l e a r  theologica l  explanations of  f a i t h  and a l l  
i ts nuances. Only when s a t i s f i e d  with t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  exerc ise  w i l l  
they then venture toward act ion.  But t h e  document of 132 33 sa id  q u i t e  
simply that c l a r i t y  a b u t  t h e  mission of f a i t h  and j u s t i c e  canes only  
i n  f i d e l i t y  t o  a process of communal discernment about t h e  l ived  ex- 
perience of  our e f f o r t s  i n  t h a t  mission. 

This discernment process i s  described a s  c e n t r a l  to "our way of 
proceeding" a s  Jesu i t s .  It requ i res  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a deeper involvement 
in  t h e  l i v e s  of people around us,  i n  order  t o  hear " the  joys and hopes, 
t h e  g r i e f s  and a n x i e t i e s  of  t h e  people of t h i s  age, e spec ia l ly  those 
who a r e  poor o r  i n  any way a f f l i c t e d "  (from t h e  opening l i n e s  of 
Vatican 11's Guadium e t  Spes, 'The Church i n  t h e  Modern World"). 
Prayerful  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h i s  experience, joined t o  a s k i l l e d  use of 
s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  ana lys i s ,  provides much deeper i n s i g h t  in to  f a i t h  
and j u s t i c e  than does t h e o r e t i c a l  probing alone. 

In  reviewing t h e  apos to l i c  experience of J e s u i t s  i n  recent  years ,  
GC 33 acknowledged t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  work f o r  f a i t h  and j u s t i c e  has 
indeed been a time of g r e a t  grace,  both f o r  t h e  J e s u i t s  who have 
rea l i zed  more profoundly t h e i r  vocation and f o r  t h e  people whom we have 
served with g r e a t e r  evangelical  care.  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e r e  have been 
f a i l u r e s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  these  two dimensions of our  s i n g l e  mission. 



The Congregation deplored a "reductionism" which has manifested 
i t s e l f  i n  a "dis incarnate  spi r i tua l ism" (ac t ing a s  i f  only prayerful  
o r  r e l ig ious  stances w u l d  change t h e  world), a s  well a s  i n  a "merely 
secular  activism" (emphasizing only socio-pol i t ica l  means t o  bring 
change). Upon my re tu rn  from Rome t o  U.S.A. I was disappointed and 
angered t o  read newspaper repor t s  about CC 33 which mentioned t h e  
c r i t i q u e  of secular  ac t iv i sm.  but  ignored our equally strong words 
aga ins t  other-worldly spi r i tua l ism.  Indeed, i f  our  review of t h e  
l ived experience of J e s u i t s  over t h e  pas t  decade was accurate,  t h e  
more ser ious  danger t o  au then t i c  implementation of mission is probably 
t h e  "spir i tual ism" which disconnects  evangelizat ion from working f o r  
jus t i ce .  

A s ign  o f  grace experienced i n  t h e  s t rugg le  f o r  f a i t h  and 
jus t i ce ,  GC 33 noted, has been the  opportunity Jesuits have recent ly  
had t o  share i n  t h e  persecution suffered by t h e  poor and oppressed. 
Many J e s u i t s  have been imprisoned, ex i l ed  o r  k i l l e d  in both communist 
coun t r i e s  and nat ional  secur i ty  s t a t e s .  More of t h i s  persecution 
can be expected a s  we continue to deepen t h e  l i n k  between evangeliz- 
a t i o n  and the  transformation of socie ty .  

3. PEACE, FREEDOM AND JUSTICE 

A second s i g n i f i c a n t  advance i n  our understanding of t h e  f a i t h -  
j u s t i c e  mission was, I believe,  our spec i f i ca t ion  of  t h e  work o f  
peace. From Provincia l  Congregation discussions around t h e  world, 
J e s u i t s  had submitted pos tu la tes  t o  put  peace-making c e n t r a l  to a l l  
our apostola tes .  Spurred by t h e  leadership of t h e  US Catholic Bishops, 
many American J e s u i t s  have emphasized t h e  need t o  c o m i t  ourse lves  
t o  a c t i v e  involvement-through education, lobbying,organizing, witness 
i n  t h e  movement t o  tu rn  around t h e  arms r a c e  and t h e  nuclear  p o l i c i e s  
of t h e  super-powers. The Popes have repeatedly emphasized t h e  
c e n t r a l i t y  of peace-making, and John Paul I1 e x p l i c i t l y  l inked peace 
t o  t h e  work of j u s t i c e  in h i s  homily a t  t h e  opening of t h e  Congrega- 
t ion .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  however, t h i s  "option f o r  peace" was r e s i s t e d  by two 
very d i f f e r e n t  groups when it was presented i n  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  of 
t h e  Commission on "mission". On the  one hand, some J e s u i t s  from 
Eastern Europe objected t h a t  t h e  focus on "peace" today is a communist 
theme. It i s  used by t h e i r  repress ive  governments i n  order t o  s t i f l e  
d i s sen t ,  promote conformity, j u s t i f y  m i l i t a r y  r u l e  of sub jec t  peoples, 
and mask a build-up of massive armaments. To say t h a t  J e s u i t s  a r e  
committed to peace would be dangerously ambiguous f o r  them. On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, some J e s u i t s  from Lat in  America f e l t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
nuclear  arms question was a "luxury" of  the  r i c h  countries,  a d i s -  
t r a c t i o n  from t h e  deeper and more h e d i a t e l y  pressing problems of 
poverty and oppression i n  t h e  Third World. Commitment t o  peace would 
be meaningless i f  it ignored these  problems. 

Grappling with these  quest ions provided a worthwhile c l a r i f i c a -  
t i o n  for  t h e  Congregation of t h e  content  and context  of  peace and 
its re la t ionsh ip  to f a i t h  and jus t i ce .  The Eastern Europeans were 
s a t i s f i e d  when subsequent d r a f t s  of t h e  t e x t  read t h a t  what w e  a r e  
c a l l e d  t o  work f o r i s  "peace based on human r i g h t s  and freedom." 



This said much more than what t h e i r  communist governments stood for .  
And the Latins found acceptable the commitment to peace when it was 
placed with "the promotion of a m r e  just  world order (and) greater  
so l idar i ty  of r ich  countries with poor." 

Were these c l a r i f i ca t ions  only empty verbal dis t inct ions? I do 
not believe so. For me, these c l a r i f i ca t ions  simply re-emphasized 
the importance of locating the struggle for  peace always within the 
search for justice.  A s  the Popes have often s ta ted,  peace is not 
simply the  absence of conf l ic t  but the  presence of the  conditions of 
peace, the  s t ructures  of justice.  It i s  a par t icular  kind of peace, 
bound t o  freedom and just ice ,  which the Society must promote through 
education and action.  

4. FAITH, LOVE AND JUSTICE 

What about the  theology of our mission? While avoiding profound 
t r e a t i s e s  o r  disputations,  GC 33 did make some important comments on 
the theological relationship between f a i t h  and justice. Thus the 
t h i rd  s ignif icant  c l a r i f i ca t ion  made by the Congregation is, in  my 
opinion, the emphasis not simply on the - l ink of f a i t h  and just ice  
but on t h e i r  integration. Repeatedly deplored by many delegates 
during the Congregation discussions was any "dual is t ic"  interpreta t ion 
whereby belief i n  God and commitment t o  a jus t  social  order could be 
viewed by the  Christian a s  two d i s t i n c t  e n t i t i e s ,  only "brought 
together" t o  promote a more effect ive apostolate today. 

In f ac t ,  a s  t he  review of Jesu i t  response t o  previous c a l l s  t o  
"serve the f a i t h  and promote justice" had revealed a lack of enthusiasm 
on the pa r t  of many, probing the deeper analyt ic  question of 'Why is 
t h i s  so?" had demonstrated some major causes of t h i s .  One of the  
most important reasons given was t h a t  many Jesu i t s  simply do not 
recognize tha t  f a i t h  and just ice  must be together, simply do not accept 
t ha t  e i t he r  of the  two i s  unauthentic unless integrated with t he  
other. The "reductionism" deplored i n  the  document i s  founded on an 
incomplete understanding both of f a i t h  and of justice.  The challenge 
is t o  see f a i t h  a s  primary but only a f a i t h  t h a t  does justice. - 

The document of GC 33, therefore, attempts t o  make exp l i c i t  t ha t  
"the social  jus t ice  we a r e  called t o  is pa r t  of t h a t  jus t ice  of the  
Gospel which is the embodiment of God's love and saving mercy." 
Indeed, it seems t h a t  love is the integrating factor  in  bringing 
together f a i t h  and justice.  This a t  l e a s t  is the  emphasis suggested 
by John Paul I1 i n  h i s  1980 encyclical Rich in  Mercy and by Pedro 
Arrupe in  h i s  1981 essay, Rooted and Grounded i n  Love. This explains, 
i n  my opinion, CC 33's s t r e s s  t h a t  the "single commitment" t o  f a i t h  
and just ice  (an integrated, not simply linked, commitment) is most 
profoundly held together and expressed in  the  One Great Commandment 
of universal love. "m a t t a i n  t h i s  universal love," the document 
s t a t e s ,  "We must continually learn how to seek God i n  f a i t h ,  both 
for  h i s  own sake and a s  t he  abiding source of a l l  jus t ice  and love." 

The implications of t h i s  t h i rd  c l a r i f i ca t ion  offered by GC 33 
may well provide some of the most important direct ions  for  the future 
of the  service of f a i t h  and the promotion of justice.  For example, 
the document's embrace of the  "preferent ia l  option for  the pwr"  is 
explained i n  terms of a decision t o  love the poor with a love l i k e  
Christ 's ,  excluding no one nor excusing anyone from i t s  demnds. I t  



uny well  be  that i n  the  f u t u r e  we J e s u i t s  w i l l  be speaking of our  
mission i n  terms h t h  more complete and more compelling as a mission 
of " f a i t h ,  love  and jus t i ce . "  

Ref: Prormtio J u s t i t i a e ,  Borgo S. S p i r i t o ,  Rome.No.30, May 1984. 
Or ig ina l ly  i n  National J e s u i t  News, February 1984. 

- end - 

APPEAL TO MISS IOiaRIES 

I n  hovember 1983, Dorn Manuel Viera Pin to ,  Bishop of  Nampula 
(Mozambique) v i s i t e d  Braz i l  and appealed t o  t h i s  Church, ahd 
espec ia l ly  t o  r e l i g i o u s ,  fo r  missionary help. He has j u s t  W i t t e n  
again t o  t h e  pres ident  o f  t h e  Conference of Braz i l  Religious.  

"we heed miss ionar ies  who love  t h i s  people of Mozambique and 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  Church; miss ionar ies  w h o  w i l l  no t  be int imidated by 
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  During my recen t  v i s i t  a  few congregations showed 
some i n t e r e s t .  I am sure that t h i s  communion between t h e  Church o f  
Braz i l  and the  Church of Mozambique, thanks t o  our  co l l abora t ion ,  
w i l l  grow and bear f r u i t .  We know a l s o  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t  of  God g ives  
impetus t o  t h i s  e c c l e s i a l  communion. lde count on you ..." 

"During t h i s  year of vocat ions",  concludes the  p res iden t  o f  CBR, 
"The Conferences of  Bishops and of  Religious of Braz i l  hope t h a t  t h e  
Church of Mozambique w i l l  have t h e  opportunity t o  welcome miss ionar ies  
coming from t h e  d ioceses  and r e 1  iq ious  i n s t i t u t e s  of Braz i l" .  



The Federation of  Asian Bishops Conferences s t a t e s  that t h e  
:hes of Asia need workers who: 

Are up-to-date with post-Vatican I1 theology. 
Are ab le  t o  engage i n  i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  dialogue. 
Know and apprecia te  Asian philosophies,  r e l ig ions ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  
and ideologica l  cu r ren t s .  
Are convinced of  the  need f o r  t h e  Church t o  go o u t  t o  evangelize 
but understand what t h i s  means today i n  d ive r se  circumstances. 
Are able  t o  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  incu l tu ra t ion  of doc t r ine ,  p rac t i ce ,  
e tc . ,  of t h e  Church. 

Are i n  favour of  dialogue within t h e  Church and w i l l  exe rc i se  
leadership  a s  service  and f o s t e r  co-responsib i l i ty ,  dialogue,  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Church. 
Know how t o  f o s t e r  Chr i s t i an  community growth i n  small c o m u n i t i e s ,  
par ishes ,  churches. 
Can function well i n  Chr i s t i an  ecumenical col labora t ion  and 
dialogue. 
Are men and wcmen of prayer and contemplation who seek t h e  mean- 
ing i n  t h e  s igns  of t h e  times. 
Can teach prayer and s p i r i t u a l  qrowth t o  individuals  and communi- 
t i e s  - a prayer which is incultu.rated.  

Can a i d  t h e  v i t a l  ce lebra t ion  of t h e  sacraments. 
Are capable o f  prayerfu l  contextual ized theologica l  r e f l e c t i o n  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  l eve l s .  
W i l l  incorporate t h e  soc ia l  teaching of  t h e  Church a t  a l l  l e v e l s  
of Chr i s t i an  ins t ruc t ion .  
Wish t o  l i v e  a l i f e  not  d i s t a n t  from t h e  poor but i n  on-going 
dialogue with t h e  poor. 
Wish t o  and can engage i n  work with t h e  people f o r  j u s t i c e ,  
d e v e l o p e n t ,  and l i b e r a t i o n  through conscient iza t ion  and by 
accompanying them with t h e  gospel i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n  on behalf o f  
j u s t i c e ,  a l l  t h e  time avoiding c ler ica l i sm.  

A s  t eachers  w i l l  involve s tudents  i n  s o c i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and 
s p i r i t u a l  leadership.  
Have grasped t o  a useful  ex ten t  t h e  cont r ibut ion  of behavioural 
and s o c i a l  sc iences  t o  personal ,  gmup, and soc ia l  development. 
Are a b l e  t o  understand the  s i t u a t i o n  of youth and work e f f e c t i v e l y  
with o r  f o r  t h e  mass of young people i n  t h i s  p a r t  of  the  world. 
Are able  t o  he lp  people i n  t h e  cu r ren t  confusions of c u l t u r a l  
change, secu la r i za t ion ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  urbanizat ion,  e tc .  
Appreciate t h e  r o l e  of mmen i n  t h e  church. 

W i l l  be c l e a r l y  aware o f  t h e  s t r e s s e s  on family l i f e  and know 
some approaches towards helping family l i f e .  
Appreciate the  r o l e  of mass and group media i n  evangelizat ion,  
education, and development together  with media's sometimes more 
negative e f f e c t s  and t h e  ways of reducing these  e f f e c t s .  



23.  Have a t  l e a s t  fundamental s k i l l s  in  t h e  use of media. 
24. W i l l  be concerned t o  bui ld  up c r e a t i v e l y  new m i n i s t r i e s  i n  t h e  

Church and qive proper place t o  t h e  growth of l a y  re spons ib i l i ty .  
25. Are des i rous  of learning from t h e  o the r  Catholic Churches o f  

Asia and t o  cooperate with the r .  

Ref. East Asian Pas to ra l  Review. Vol.20, No. 4, 1983. 

This i s  Don Pedro CasaMcitiga's v i s ion  of  the "NEW PERSON 
NEEDED FOR A NEW WORLD". "To Live out a spir i tuaLi ty  of Libemtion 
GI Latin America, we must aspire t o  the utopian r e a l i t y  of the  New 
Being i n  Christ.  In  w?zztever time and i n  whatever part of  the w r t d ,  
t o  be a Christian i s  t o  be a flew Person i n  Jesus. But t o  be a 
Christian today i n  Latin America, where S p i r i t  and Blood a r e  i n  
struggte, means t o  he i r t e n t  on l i v ing  the t r u t h  i n  the  face of  the 
scandal of  the world and of the church. New Persons i n  a New Church, 
seeking a New Clorld. A few days ago I t r i ed  writ ing down what I 
consider t o  be the fundwn,:ntal t r a i t s  of  t h i s  New Person"... 

1. CRITICAL CLAP.ITY 

A wholly c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  face of contemporary values, 
t h e  communications media, consumerism, s t r u c t u r e s ,  t r e a t i e s ,  
l e g a l  codes, convention, routine.... 
An a l e r t ,  intransiq?:t s p i r i t . .  
A passion f o r  t r u t h .  

2 .  A?? AWESTRUCK TWWKFLLNESS 

Contemplative g r a t i t u d e ,  which is  open t o  transcendence and 
welcomes t h e  S p i r i t .  
The g r a t i t u d e  of f a i t h ,  Lhe experience o f  grace. 
To l i v e  i n  a s t a t e  of prayer.  
The capacity t o  be amazed, t o  discover,  t o  be thankful .  
A f r e sh  awakening every day. 
The tender humili ty of t h e  Gospel 's " l i t t l e  chi ldren".  
Wholehearted forgiveness,  without meanness o r  subservience. 

3 .  SELFLESS FEEFDCM 

To be poor so as t o  be f r e e  i n  the  f ace  o f  power and temptation. 
The f r e e  a u s t e r i t y  o f  those  whose l i f e  i s  a p i lg r inage  o f  q u i e t  
s t ruggle .  
The t o t a l  f r c d o m  of thgse  prepared to  d i e  fortheKingdom. 



4. FESTIVE CRTZTIVITY 

I n t u i t i v e ,  uninhibi ted,  laughing, p lay fu l ,  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i v i t y .  
'Do l i v e  i n  a s t a t e  of joy, p e t r y  and ecology. 
The aff irmation of  our own nat ive  iden t i ty .  
Free of humdrum r e p e t i t i o n ,  of c l i ches ,  of  dependencies. 

5. CONFLICTIVITY ASSUMED AS MILITANCY 
A passion fo r  j u s t i c e ,  l i v e d  o u t  i n  a s p i r i t  of  s t ruggle ,  and 
for  t r u e  peace. 
Untir ing stubborness. 
Prdphetic  p ro tes t .  
P o l i t i c s ,  a s  mission and a s  service.  
To stand always, both i n  theory and i n  p r a c t i c e ,  on t h e  s i d e  of 
t h e  poorest .  
Daily revolut ion.  

6. EGALITARIAN FW+TERNITY 

O r ,  f r a t e r n a l  equal i ty .  
€in ecumenism t h a t  t ranscends race, age, sex and creed. 
'Do blend t h e  most generous openness with t h e  safeguarding of 
one ' s  own e thnic ,  c u l t u r a l  and personal i d e n t i t y ,  
Socia l  shar ing  without p r iv i l eges .  
The t r u e  surmounting of economic and s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  f o r  t h e  
sake of t h e  r i s e  of  a s i n g l e  "Human Class". 

7. COHERENT WITNESS 

To be what one is. To speak what one bel ieves.  To bel ieve  
what one preaches. To l i v e  out  what one proclaims. 
Whatever t h e  consequences, and i n  d a i l y  t r i f l e s .  
Habitual readiness  f o r  martyrdom. 

8. UTOPIAN HOPE 
H i s t o r i c a l  and Eschatological.  Beginning today and moving 
toward tomorrow. 
The convincing hope of witnesses and bu i lde r s  of the  Resurrection 
and t h e  Kingdom. 
This  means Utopia, t h e  Utopia of  t h e  Gospel. Me do not  l i v e  
by bread alone. We l i v e  by bread and Utopia. 
Only New Persons can bui ld  a New World. 
I be l i eve  t k s e  t r a i t s  a r e  t h e  f ea tu res  of t h e  New Being, Jesus. 
He l i v e d  j u s t  t h i s  u topica l ly ;  t h i s  he taught  i n  Bethlehem, 
on t h e  Mount and d t  Eas ter ;  i n  t h i s  way h i s  S p i r i t ,  overflowing 
i n  u s ,  labor ious ly  forms us. 

Ref: r u m  Pedro Casaldiiliga, Bishop of  Sao Fel ix ,  Braz i l  
(Taken from Solidaridad,  Palay 1984). 

Latinamerica Press  23  August 1984. 



( In  h i s  address the  Pope emphasized the basic lamtan needs of 
those engaged i n  the  fishing industry. Public authori t ies  should 
favour forns o f  co-responsibil i ty o f  those working i n  small scale 
rmd large scale f i sheries .  In h i s  address t o  t h e  fisher folk a t  
S t .  John's Newfoundland during his  v i s i t  t o  Canada he repeated t h i s  
c a l l  for a policy i n  the fishing industry which muld  take i n t o  
account tk needs of  the small scale fishing uni ts ,  and growing un- 
employment i n  the indus t ry ) ,  

. . . You r i g h t l y  consider f i s h i n g  a s  a  whole s e r i e s  of human a c t i v i -  
t i e s ,  and you r i g h t l y  emphasize t h e  s o c i a l  ob jec t ives  connected with 
it. 

In order t o  meet the  needs of today's  socie ty ,  it is necessary 
t o  apply t o  the  f i s h e r i e s  sec to r  forms required by modern and 
e f f i c i e n t  management. 

Clearly,  your Conference has t o  proceed on t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  
p r a c t i c a l  so lu t ions  made poss ib le  by modern technology. Hence t h e  
need t o  take in to  considerat ion t h e  ac tua l  economic condi t ions  of 
eachindividualcountry ,  so a s  t o  be ab le  t o  o u t l i n e  r e a l i s t i c  t a r g e t s  
and specify the  financing needed. 

But what you keep constant ly  i n  mind and what you use a s  a  
constant  point  of  reference  a r e  t h e  basic human aspects ,  especia l ly  
those experienced by t h e  people whose l ivel ihood is f i s h i n g  and i t s  
connected industry. It i s  the re fo re  t h e  task  of your Conference t o  
re-examine t h e  c r i t e r i a  a l ready l a i d  down with regard t o  agr icu l tu re  
i n  order t o  ensure no t  only technical  and economic development but  
a l s o  the human development of individuals  and communities. 

Countries a r e  obviously dependellt on one another,  and it is t h i s  
f a c t  t h a t  makes it necessary t o  coordinate i n t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s  with a  
view t o  worldwide development. This i s  why i n  my Encyclical Laborem 
Exercens I s t ressed  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  p r i o r i t y  df human work in  t h e  
whole economic process (cf .  Nos. 4 and 2 5 ) .  Consequently, t h e  public 
a u t h o r i t i e s  should favour formsofco-responsibil.ity of those working 
i n  small-scale f i s h e r i e s ,  and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r ~ s  of t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  
in  f r e e  associa t ions .  The a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a l l  f i she ry  workers 
in  t h e  decision-making t h a t  e f f e c t s  t h e i r  l i v e s  an4 work should be 
encouraged. 

One of  your important t a sks  i s  t o  encourage appropriate use of 
ava i l ab le  resources and t o  develop new ones. Here too I would l i k e  
t o  urge s c i e n t i s t s  t o  use a l l  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  and exper t i se .  There 



must a l s o  be agreement on t h e  c r i t e r i a  and methods to be applied t o  
f i sh ing  i n  t h e  context of  world development. 

A g r e a t e r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  f i n a n c i a l  resources and an improvement 
i n  loan and c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  an obvious p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  e f f i c i ency  
of  production, and the re  must a l s o  be adequate provision fo r  t h e  
replacement of  equipment. 

S teps  should be taken t o  f a c i l i t a t e  access f o r  f i s h  products t o  
t h e  market, a l s o  fo r  small-scale communities, with encouragement f o r  
improved treatment and presenta t ion  of  these  products by t h e  f i sh ing  
communities. 

It i s  the re fo re  to be hoped t h a t  t h i s  Conference w i l l  be ab le  
to reach an  agreement on t h e  major aspects  of  t h e  management and 
development of f i sh ing .  

I t  i s  a l s o  to be hoped t h a t  a l l  S t a t e s  and volunteer  organiza t ions  
with a l l  t h e i r  resources and energies w i l l  wotk e f f e c t i v e l y  together  
i n  order  t o  achieve e f f i c i e n t  j o i n t  ac t ion .  

I t  is t o  be hoped t h a t  your work w i l l  confirm t h e  increase  i n  
forms of s o l i d a r i t y  and mutual a i d ,  not  only between t h e  highly 
indds t r i a l i zed  and t h e  developing coun t r i e s ,  but  a l s o  between t h e  
coun t r i e s  with l imi ted  resources..... 

- end - 

JUSTICE AND FNM WORKSHOP 

SEPTEMBEH 1 - DECEMBER 14, 1985 

The workshop w i l l  provide opportunity for missionaries, l a i t y ,  
clergy and rel igious  t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e i r  commitment t o  an evangelical 
option for the  poor whether i n  the  Third or First World. 

The workshop w i l l  explore the demands of and the l inks  between 
Faith and work for Justice.  While outside resource people w i l l  be 
available, the workshop process will draw heavily on the  sharing o f  
experience, expertise and ins ight  by the  community of participants. 

Apply t o :  
fi. E m n n  O'Brien, S.S.C., 
S t .  Colwnban's College, 
DaZqan Park, 
NU&, 

Co. Meath, 
Ireland. 



Douglas Rowe, SJ.  

Do we r e a l l y  have 'Church' i n  Bombay? C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  
L%n8?Iunity - t h e  Body of Christ-and, therefore ,  the  Church needs t o  
be community. Are our Bombay Catholics 'community' o r  j u s t  a group 
of pious individuals  who were brougnt up t o  bel ieve  t h a t  Chr i s t  is 
God and t h a t  Catholicism is going f o r  Sunday Mass, making Novenas, 
saying t h e  rosary,  wearing scapulars  and crosses  ( t o  which i s  
a t t a c h e d t h e b e l i e f  t h a t  those who wear them w i l l  go t o  Heaven) and 
occasionally going for  'confession'? The sense of r e a l  community 
seems t o  be missing. 

Role of t h e  l a i t y :  The Vatican Council long spoke about t h e  r o l e  o f  
the l a i t y  i n  today 's  Church. Have the l a i t y  

r e a l l y  come i n t o  t h e i r  own so many years a f t e r  that g r e a t  event? A 
quick look a t  our people shows how passive our  ' be l i evers '  a re .  He 
f a i t h f u l l y  'hear '  Mass, ' receive '  Holy Communion, ' l i s t e n '  t o  t h e  
word of God, ' r ece ive '  absolution.  A l l  t h i s  is passive. Many a r e  
uninvolved with w h a t  i s  going on a t  the  a l t a r .  The feeble  answers 
a t  Mass confirm t h i s .  Neak f a i t h  i s  responsible f o r  the  uninvolvement 
i n  t h e  Body o f  Christ .  Could it be t h a t  t h e  c lerqy have kept t h e  
l a i t y  dependent on them i n  a Church which t o  me is s t i l l  heavily 
c l e r i c a l l y  dominated? The d iv i s ion  o f  'we' and ' they '  st i l l  con- 
t inues  i n  s p i t e  o f  the  p r i n c i p l e  'we a r e  the Church'. We ( c l e r i c s )  
have f a i l e d  t o  produce a n  a d u l t ,  mature, giving Chr i s t i an  who can 
g e t  involved with the  Church and t h e  country a s  leaven i n  t h e  dough 
and who sees  h is /her  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Church a s  a p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
C h r i s t ' s  own body. Do we perhaps have too  many p r i e s t s  i n  Bombay 
t h a t  we can a f fo rd  t o  use them for  wri t ing  out  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and 
reg i s t e r ing  Masses? 

Our ecclesiology is  s t i l l  an  ecclesiology 'from above': We need a n  
e c c l e s w  logy  

' f r om below'.  This w i l l  only be poss ib le  when t h e  l a i t y  begins t o  
take respons ib i l i ty .  Now t h e r e  seems t o  be a f e a r  t h a t  i f  t h e  l a i t y  
take  on respons ib i l i ty  i n  t h e  Church, t h e  p r i e s t s  might be l e f t  
without anything t o  do, o r  rendered use less  (which I say i s  only a 
f e a r ) .  The l a i t y  a l s o  de l igh t  i n  having the  p r i e s t  do everything f o r  
them so  t h a t  they don ' t  have t o  take any repons ib i l i ty .  They can be 
a t  t h e  receiving end. This, t o  me, is a game of survival .  To c i t e  
an example...some clergy f e e l  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Holy Communion 
is t h e  prerogative of t h e  p r i e s t .  I have seen a church i n  which a 
lone p r i e s t  was s t ruggl ing away d i s t r i b u t i n g  Communion t o  a Congrega- 
t i o n  o f  400. I thought t o  myself how !+onderful it would be i f  about 
hal f  a dozen of those people shared i n  t h i s  ac t ion.  Not only would 
t h e  irass f i n i s h  quicker, but the  people would have a longer time t o  
make t h e i r  thanksgiving together.  I an looking forward t o  the  day 
when the  Church of Bombay w i l l  be flooded with married deacons and 
Euchar is t ic  minis ters ,  when t h e  l a i t y  w i l l  take over the  complete 
f inances and mater ia l  administrat ion o f  our  par ishes .  



Involvement does not  mean j u s t  having people on pa r i sh  councils ,  o r  
having someone t o  do t h e  reading o r  s inging 

i n  Church, o r  taking t h e  money bag around. It needs t o  go fur ther .  
We need a Church where Chr i s t i ans  a r e  no t  passive 'pigmy' Chr is t ians ,  
but  committed, mature adu l t  and responsible enough t o  t ake  t h e i r  share  
o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  Body.....and a c lergy who supports them i n  
t h i s :  We need a church where char isn  and m i n i s t r i e s  pecu l i a r  t o  t h e  
l a i t y  a r e  allowed to f l o u r i s h ,  where everyone knows what h is /her  r o l e  
in  t h e  Body is and does it. We need a Church where p r i e s t s  don ' t  
have to do everything f o r  the  people. The quest ion could t r u l y  be 
asked: Is every Catholic  i n  Bombay a Catholic  because he/she made a 
pos i t ive ,  adu l t ,  mature choice to be a Chr i s t i an  a s  h i s  Confirmation? 
O r  i s  he a Chr is t ian  j u s t  because he/she happens t o  be one? Such 
i s  a Chr i s t i an  by accident ,  no t  by choice. Only when t h i s  choice 
has been made, can we hope t o  have an adu l t ,  mature, responsible 
Church. 

The producing of an a d u l t ,  mature Chr i s t i an  has a l o t  to do with t h e  
i n i t i a t i o n  sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist .  When pa ren t s  with a low 
' f a i t h  l e v e l '  br ing a ch i ld  t o  batism, j u s t  because it i s  ' t h e  next  
th ing '  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  they cannot be expected to bring up t h e i r  ch i ld  
i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  f a i t h  as t h e  Church would want them to. The 
knowledge of t h i s  i n i t i a t i o n  sacrament is  p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l ,  and y e t  
t h i s  is t h e  sacrament which i s  t h e  'gateway' t o  t h e  whole sacramental 
system and the  foundation of our whole Chr i s t i an  l i f e .  So we f i n d  
water being generously poured over the  heads o f  babies by t h e  hundreds 
a l l  over t h e  diocese without any prepara t ion  on the  p a r t  of the  
parents .  

I n  our Par ish  we made a s t a r t  6 years  ago i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  personal 
ca teches i s  with regard t o  t h i s  sacrament and it has borne much f r u i t .  
About 1 5  couples were t r a i n e d  and they go from house t o  house pre- 
paring t h e  parents  f o r  t h e  Baptism of t h e i r  ch i ld .  The ca teches i s  
is done on a couple-to-couple b a s i s  over two evenings before t h e  
b i r t h  of t h e  ch i ld .  The ca techiz ing couples a s s e r t  t h a t  t h i s  
apos to la te  cannot compare with anything e l s e  they have been involved 
with a s  Catholic  couples. They a r e  commissioned by t h e  Par ish  and 
they have t h e  opportunity t o  share t h e i r  f a i t h  on t h e  deepest  l e v e l  
with t h e i r  fel low parishioners.  With many of our sacraments t h e  
emphasis is more on the  ce lebra t ion  a t  home i n  t h e  h a l l s  than on t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  prepara t ion  and meaningful encounter with Chr is t .  

Af ter  almost 2000 yea r s  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  India ,  we a r e  s t i l l  
q u i t e  a 'pigmy' Church. We have no t  grown s u f f i c i e n t l y .  There a r e  
good committed C h r i s t i a n s b u t t h e y  a r e  too  few t o  be a strong-enough 
leaven i n  t h e  dough. 

Ref. The Examiner, Vol. 135: No.19. May 12, 1984. 



"Le renouveau ecclt?slal dont l e  Concile Vatican I1 f u t  l a  cons6cfation 
e t  en mSme temps l e  point  de depar t ,  a t t k i n t  

en profondeur l e  peuple chrs t i en  e n t i e r .  L 'Eglise - Peuple de Oiau, 
Corps Mystique du C h r i s t ,  v i v i f i g  par  son Espr i t  e s t  t o u t e  e n t i a t e  
dbpos i t a i re  d'une mission s a l u t a i r e ;  " 3  c e t  apos to la t  tous  sont  
deputes p a r  l e  baptsme e t  l a  confirmation" ( ~ ~ 6 . 3 3 )  

Les Minigt8re.s mul t ip les  ne s 'expliquent  p lus  p a r  un manque c e r t a i n  
de p r s t r e s ,  mais l e  ministPre du prStre  l u i -  

m h e  S ' in t sg re  dans un ensemble de  services  dont l a  communautS a 
besoin e t  qu i  sont  chr is to logiques  dans l e u r  or ig ine .  Le p r s t r e ,  
c o m e  1'EvCque dont il est l e  coopbrateur, s e  s i t u e  a i n s i  a 
l ' i n t g r i e u r  mSme du peuple de Dieu dont il e s t  l e  min i s t re  ayant l e  
p o w o i r  sacr6  d ' o f f r i r  l e  s a c r i f i c e  e t  de remettre les peches, e t  
d ' y  exercer publiquement pour l e s  homes au n m  du Chr i s t  l a  fonction 
sacerdota le  ipresb. Ord .2) . 
Lafonct iondesprEtres ,  en t a n t  q u ' e l l e  e s t  unie 2 l ' o r d r e  episcopal,  

p a r t i c i p e  a l ' a u t o r i t b  par  l aque l l e  l e  Chr is t  . - - 

lu i -mbe  cons t ru i t ,  s a n c t i f i e  e t  gouverne l e  Corps (Presb. Ord. 2 ) .  
Sa premiere fonction e s t  d'annoncer 1'Evangile d e  Dieu qu i  donne 
naissance e t  croissance a la communautd des  c r e t i e n s  (Presb.Ord. 4) .  

Les p r e t r e s  sont  donc au se rv ice  d e  la  communautt?, i ls  sont  en 
fonction du Corps: au nom de 1'EvEque i l s  reunissent  l a  f ami l l e  de 
Dieu, l a  communaut6 des  Ereres qu'habite un dynamisme d ' u n i t 6 ,  e t  
i ls l a  conduisent par l e  Chr i s t  dans l ' E s p r i t ,  ve r s  Dieu l e  PPre 
(Presb.Ord. 6 )  . 

Ainsi s e  degage un aspect  e s s e n t i e l  de l a  fonction sacerdotale:  f a i r e  
l a  comunaute, e t  c e  en union 

avec d ' a u t r e s  q u i t o u t  en n 'Qtan t  pas p r e t r e s  sont  eux a u s s i  au 
se rv ice  de  c e t t e  mEme communaute?. 

Dans l ' op t ique  de l a  p r i o r i t d  pas to ra le  de lqArchidiocSse, ce la  
veut d i r e  concrPtement, que de  plus en plus l e  p r e t r e  se ra  animateur, 
formateur, insp i ra tenr  d e  ceux qui  assurent  un minis tere  dans l a  
comrnunautt? e t  pour e l l e .  Ainsi  il respectera  pleinement l a  rdal i tG 
baptismale du peuple chre t i en  dont il e s t  responsable, e t  son a c t i o n  
pas to ra le  en deviendra p lus  e f f i cace .  

Sur l e  plan pra t ique  il f e r a  des  opt ions  n e t t e s  dans c e  sense e t  
donnera p r i o r i t e  a l a  formation t a n t  

i n t e l l e c t u e l l e  que s p i r i t u e l l e  e t  humaine d e s  c h r e t i e n s  - minis t res  de  
l e u  communautd. I1 n 'organisera pas seulement de sess ions  de  formation 
pour e m ,  m a i s  il aura un souci constant  de l e s  suivre ,  d ' 5 t r e  selon 
la d i v e r s i t e  des dons de  l ' E s p r i t ,  en reponse aux exigences r 6 e l l e s  du 
monde d'aujourd'hui." 

Ref. Leopold VERMEERSCH (dans "CroisBe des  Chemins" No.37, 1984 - 
Kigali ,  Rwanda. 



Carlos Fazio 

(Samuel Ruiz, bishop of  San Cristdbal de las Casas i n  the 
southern s ta te  of  Chiupas, recently celibrated h i s  25th anniversary 
a s  a bishop. He has been one o f t h e  driving forces behind the  "great 
leap" of  the Latin American Church a f t e r  the  1968 Medellin conference. 
He admits that  h i s  conversion to the poor, both as a diocesan priest  
and as  a bishop, has been a tong process involving slow but steady 
change. 

Bishop Rufz 's  pastoral region i s  one of  the most con f l i c t i ve  
i n  Mmico. For the  most part i t  i s  populated bg indigenous peopLer 
The population i s  dense and the region has been affected by mplos-  
i v e  agricultural problems, the  emigration of  many peasants t o  other 
parts o f  the country and, more recently,  the controOersy silrrowd- 
ing a large i n f l ux  of  Guatemalan refugees (LP, June 21, 1984)r The 
t a t t e r  have been warnly received bg the  local Christian conmunities. 

By drawing close to the area's indigenous people, t m v e t l i n g  i n  
the area by mile, on foot, by car or i n  small airplanes, and above 
a l l  by constantly encarmging change, Samuel Rutz has led h i s  diocese, 
the fourth oMes t  i n  the country, t o  break with the C b c h ' s  tradi-  
t ional  structures.  The s i x  pastoral teams of h i s  diocese-located 
i n  Tze l ta l ,  T z o l t z i t ,  Chol, Centro, Sdsudes te  and Tojolabal-hoZd 
monthly meetings i n  which indigenous ca tech is t s  and pastoml  agents 
evaluate their work. And once a year, the s i x  teams come together 
t o  ptan the future of the  diocese.Don Samuel o f f e r s  the  following 
testimony o f  h i s  conversion). 

Befor t h e  Second Vatican Council we were i n  our f i r s t  s tage,  
which you might c a l l  t h a t  of " t r a d i t o n a l  action.' '  We regarded t h e  
indegenous people more o r  l e s s  a s  o b j e c t s  o f  our pas to ra l  ac t ion .  
The i n i t i a l  plan was c l e a r :  t o  teach Spanish t o  t h e  indigenous peo- 
p le ,  to put  shoes on t h e i r  f e e t  and t o  provide them with food. I t  
d i d n ' t  w e n  e n t e r  my mind t h a t  I could evangelize i n  o ther  languages. 
Af ter  a l l ,  they were Mexicans. I was determined t o  see  t h a t  they 
learned Spanish and wore shoes. They walked barefoot ,  which I i n t e r -  
p re ted  a s  an  ind ica t ion  t h a t  t-heir socioeconomic s t a t u s  had t o  be 
elevated t o  ensure t h a t  they had a higher income and b e t t e r  employment 
oppor tuni t ies .  And feed them: By feeding them we would r a i s e  t h e i r  
n u t r i t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  thereby preventing so  many premature deaths. 

c u l t u r e  and evangelizat ion:  I soon understood t h a t  the  problem wasn't  
so simple. Af ter  Vatican 11, I entered 

a new phase of discovery i n  which I became conscious of t h e  importance 
of cu l tu re .  We had previously seen evangelizat ion a s  Westernization. 



But we had mw come t o  ra 
But we had now come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  we stood before an ancient  
c u l t u r e  t h a t  deserved our respect .  After  a l l ,  it is a c u l t u r e  t h a t  
took thousands of years  t o  develop i t s  own way of thinking;  of l i v i n g ,  
and of expressing i t s e l f .  Questions f i l l e d  my head: W h a t  does  it 
mean t o  evangelize? Should we passively contemplate c u l t u r e s  o r  
ac t ive ly  encourage the  r ev iva l  of t h e i r  pre-Colmbian splendour 
Must they be destroyed? 

Gustavo Gutidrrez helped us  t o  see t h a t  God has always Wanted 
everyone t o  be saved. This l e d  me t o  understand t h a t  before I could 
announce C h r i s t ' s  presence, I needed t o  d iscover  God's work within 
the  comuni ty .  That is how we i n i t i a t e d  a ca teche t i ca l  approach 
based on the  community's r e l i g i o u s  f e a s t s ,  one that sought t o  r e spec t  
the  people 's  language and way o£ ce lebra t ing .  It allowed o u t  d iocese  
t o  develop a p a s t o r a l  appkoach t h a t  was much more i n  l i n e  with t h e  
r e a l i t y  of our people. 

The t h i r d  s tage  came almost na tu ra l ly .  No one-especially no C h r i s t i a n .  
can observe t h i s  r e a l i t y  and remain aloof o r  neut ra l .  

What has the  Church been doing during a l l  these  years  of evangelizat ion,  
i f  t h e  indigenous communities continue l i v i n g  i n  a s t a t e  of marginali,  
cat lon? We then came t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  evangelizat ion had t o  be in teq ra l ,  
l l o l i s t i c .  

The next s t age  involved t h e  discovery t h a t  the  Indians were oppressed. 
w o k  how long it took! Unti l  then we had seen a fo lk  

r e l i g i o n  being prac t iced ,  and sa id ,  'What good people!" We d i d n ' t  
see t h a t  they were v ic t ims of a tremendous oppression. But l i t t l e  by 
l i t t l e  we changed. We no longer frequented t h e  homes o f  t h e  r i c h  and 
powerful, but ins tead  sought those o f  the  peasants.  The r i c h  f e l t  
they were being challenged, and t h i s  provoked t h e i r  i r e .  They could 
not continue t o  use r e l i g i o n  t o  subjugate the  indigenous people. 
These were painful  d iscover ies ,  and we had t o  become very consciously 
aware t h a t  our a c t i o n s  must be d i rec ted  toward an evangelizat ion t h a t  
w u l d  help the  indigenous people t o  see  t h e i r  own real i ty-and t o  see  
t h a t  the  Son of God repudiated t h i s  type of oppression. I s t i l l  don ' t  
understand why the  indigenous people, who have suffered so much 
oppression, d iscr iminat ion ,  and t o r t u r e ,  have not y e t  exploded and 
engulfed t h e  e n t i r e  country i n  a wave of violence. 

The l a s t  s tage  involved evangelizat ion i n  s o l i d a r i t y .  We regard it 
a s  a way of supporting indigenous people l i v i n g  i n  

exi le- the refugees. In t h i s  p a r t  of the  country w e  a r e  redefining the  
meaning of our h i s to ry ,  of our r e l a t i o n s h i p  with o the r  countr ies ,  and 
of t h e  r e l a t ionsh ip  hetween Church and t h e  s t a t e .  

These, then a r e  the  s t ages  I ' v e  been through. I ' v e  learned t o  
accept  c o n f l i c t  and t o  l e a n  on God's providence. 

F inal ly ,  we have pu t  a s i d e  a l l  discussion about t h e  opt ion  f o r  
the  poor. I n  a diocese i n  which 80 percent  o f  the  population is 
indigent ,  we a r e  ca l l ed  upon simply t o  a c t .  

Ref. Latinamerica Press.  Vo1.16 No.29. August 16,1984. 
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ADDRESS ?D THE F1SHFXPZDPJ.E OF CANAaA 

(These short excerpts are taken from the a r t i c l e s  quoted 
i n  IDOC International Bulletir,  No. 4-5, 1 9 8 4 ) .  

FISHERIES I N  ASIA - PEOPLE, PROBLEYS: On February 16, 1979, f i s h i n g  
people i n  Goa, India ,  r e so r t ed  

t o  d i r e c t  ac t ion  aga ins t  t rawlers .  They captured two t r awle r s  and 
s e t  f i r e  to them. They have been p ro tes t ing  over t h e  p a s t  few years  
aga ins t  t h e  t r awle r s  which h d  begun t o  opera te  near t h e i r  coas t s ,  
devas ta t ing  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i sh ing  grounds. The l o c a l  government, 
support ive of t h e  f i s h i n g  entrepreneurs who had s e n t  t r awle r s  i n t o  
t h i s  a rea  cracked down on those protes t ing .  The f i sh ing  people 's  
anger exploded a t  l a s t  i n  February z s  t h e i r  ca tch  continued t o  
decrease. 

This i s  a confronta t ion  between t h e  cap i t a l - in tens ive  f i s h i n g  
indust ry  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  small f i s h i ~ g  people. This type of  con- 
f r o n t a t i o n  is not  unique t o  Goa. It  e x i s t s  t o  d i f f e r i n g  degrees, 
between cap i t a l - in tens ive  f i s h e r i e s  and l a r g e  number of small and 
Coastal f i s h i n g  people i n  India (6 ,6  mi l l ion)  and Southeast  Asia (20 
t o  25 m i l l i o n ) ,  accounting fo r  about 10 per c e n t  of t h e  population 
of  t h i s  region of  t h e  world.. .. 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN FISHING CARTEL: Who con t ro l s  and b e n e f i t s  from 

Nzmibia's f i s h i n g  wealth? Over- 
whelmingly dominant i n  t h e  shore-based indust ry  is a t igh t ly -kn i t  
c a r t e l  of South African-owned f i sh ing  coixpanies. This c a r t e l  con t ro l s  
11 of  t h e  12 pelagic  f i s h  f ac to ry  l i cences  and 91% of t h e  pe lagic  
quota, a l l  t h r e e  rock l o b s t e r  export  l i cences ,  t h r e e  of t h e  f i v e  white 
f i s h  processing p l a n t s  open i n  1982, most of t h e  snoek processing 
done l o c a l l y ,  and three-quer ters  of t h e  s e a l  c u l l . I t h a s  a  s imi la r  
hold on t h e  f l e e t ,  owning over ha l f  of purse-seiners  (by tonnage),  
45% of deep-sea t r awle r s  and near ly  a l l  of t h e  rock lobs te r  boats .  
Of t h e  nine processing f a c t o r i e s  i n  production i n  1982, t h e  c a r t e l  
owned seven. Outside t h e  c a r t e l  t h e r e  is a s c a t t e r i n g  of  small 
par tnerships  and owner-operators, e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  purse-seiner 
f l e e t ;  but  companies again predominante and most a r e  South African- 
owned. .. . 

GOODBYE M ALL OUR FISH-PENRNG: The way th ings  a r e  going, i t  may be 
time t o  say 'Goodbye' t o  the  country ' s  . 

once-thriving f i sh ing  industry.  Last month , P a l a y s i a ' s  inshore f ishernen 
received a t r i p l e  blow t o  t h e i r  f o r t u r ~ e  and t h e i r  f a t e .  

Blow number one came when the  Ccvernment announced a 22 per  cent  
jump in  t h e  d i e s e l  p r i ce , thus  causing the f i sh ing  c o s t  of production t o  
shoot up. 



Blow number tw, was d e a l t  by t r awle r s  and fore ign f i sh ing  boats  
which invaded and vic iously  ripped apar t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fishermen's 
ne t s  and gear. 

Blow number th ree  was the  "most unkindest" cut  of  a l l .  The 
Government announced a New Agriculture Policy which has p r a c t i c a l l y  
abandoned the  m a l l  fishermen, saying t h a t  ha l f  of  them would have 
t o  leave t h e  industry and f ind new jobs. 

SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES I N  KERALA: With t h e  gradual mechanization of  
f i sh ing  technology, t h e  v i l l a g e  of 

S a k t h i ' s  economic system l o s t  i t s  basic homogeneity and became in- 
creas ingly  divided between two d i s t i n c t  sec tors :  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  and 
the  modern (mechanized)sector. This process gained s t rength  when 
32-ft t rawler  boats  were introduced on a v a s t  s c a l e  t o  respond t o  the  
new p r o f i t  oppor tuni t ies  o f fe red  by t h e  fast- increasing demand f o r  
crustaceans i n  some advanced countr ies .  

A s  we have seen, the two s e c t o r s  concentrate on t h e  catching of 
d i f f e r e n t  species  of f i s h  which a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  through d i f f e r e n t  
marketing channels: t r awle r  boats  spec ia l i ze  i n  export production 
(even i f  i n  t h e  process they  a l s o  ca tch  var ious  kinds of  low grade 
f i s h ) ,  while t r a d i t i o n a l  f i sh ing  u n i t s  continue t o  ca tch  species  Of 
f i s h ,  except for  lobs te r ,  which a r e  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  demand amng l o c a l  
consumers. The d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between the  two s e c t o r s  is a l s o  notice- 
a b l e  in  t h e  sphere of labour s ince ,  a s  a r u l e ,  boats r equ j re  permanent 
crew w b  remain avai lable  f o r  work throughout t h e  year. This means 
t h a t  crew labourers have t o  choose between operat ing a t r a d i t i o n a l  
c r a f t  and working on a mechanized boat, and t h a t  owners of t r a d i t i o n a l  
f i sh ing  u n i t s  a r e  normally bound t o  remain t r a d i t i o n a l  opera tors  
ac ross  the  var ious  seasons.. . . 

WASTE AND MALNUTRITION AT SEA: S c i e n t i s t s  o f t e n  Voice t h e  hope t h a t  
f i s h e r i e s  products may someday make 

an important contr ibut ion towards ending hunger. ~ g e n c i e s  l i k e  t h e  
mod and Agriculture Organization of t h e  UN and t h e  United S t a t e s  
National Academy of Sciences urge the  development of new technologies 
and t h e  opening of new and exot ic  f i s h e r i e s .  This  w i l l  not solve the  
problem f o r  so lu t ions  do not  l i e  i n  c rea t ing  new technologies t o  
ca tch  l a r g e r  q u a n t i t i e s .  I f  we examine the  f i s h i n g  industry today 
we f ind t h a t  much of t h e  f i s h  caught is wasted, and t h a t  which is 
used o f ten  does not f ind  its way in to  t h e  mouths of t h e  hungry. 

J u s t  a s  i n  every o the r  sec to r  of t h e  food industry,  t h e r e  is 
enormous wastage i n  f i s h  production, processing and consumption. 
Overfishing, discarded by-catches, i n d i r e c t  use, overcap i t a l i za t ion ,  
excessive energy use and c a r e l e s s  processing lead t o  an enormous 
s a c r i f i c e  of prote in  which could be made a v a i l a b l e  under d i f f e r e n t  
management arrangements .... 
FISH: Japan and the  Soviet  Union a r e  the world's top  fishermen. - 

During t h e  1970s t h e  Sovie t  s t e a d i l y  increased t h e i r  ca tch  a s  
a r e s u l t  of l a rge  government investment. While most fishermen a r e  
among the  lowest-paid workers i n  the  world, i n  t h e  USSR f i s h i n g  i s  



t h e  four th  highest-paying industry.  Throughout t h e  19708, t h e  
Soviets  invested m r e  than any o the r  country i n  f i she ry  expansion. 
Their huge fac to ry  b a t s - c a p a b l e  of processing some 50,000 tons  of  
f i s h  i n  a s ing le  voyage-travel i n  tandem wlth t r awle r s  thousands of 
mi les  away from Russian shores. These " f l o a t i n g  fac to r i e s"  s t a y  out  
a s  long a s  s i x  months. 

The Soviet  t r awle r s  dwarf even the  l a r g e s t  sh ips  of o the r  
coun t r i e s '  f i sh ing  f l e e t s .  They a r e  equipped with highly sophis t ica-  
t e d  revices  fo r  f inding,  a t t r a c t i n g ,  and ca tch ing  f i s h .  (The 
l a t e s t  Sov ie t  f i sh ing  development is  an  underwater pipe t h a t  sucks 
i n  kill, small crustaceans,  which a r e  a t t r a c t e d  by an e l e c t r i c a l  
f i e l d  generated arollnd the  wide mouth of t h e  pipes)  

The ssall,  independent fishermen who must re turn  t o  shore each 
eveding so t h e i r  ca tch  won't s p o i l  cannot begin t o  compete with t h e  
productioh volumes of these  l a r g e  vesse l s  - even though t h e  a s a l l  
fishermen's methods may be more e f f i c i e n t ,  

I f  f i s h e r y  expansion is a sound decis ion  f o r  t h e  Sovietd, it 
i s  a v i t a l  necess i ty  t o  t h e  Japanese. About 55 percent  df t h e  animal 
p ro te inconsmed  in  Japan i s  f i sh . .  With l imi ted  land area  and a 
mountainous t e r r a i n  l a r g e l y  unsui table  f o r  l ives tock  grazing Japan 's  
deperidence on f i s h  is unl ike ly  t o  diminish. Despite i ts l a r g e  annual 
ca teh ,  Japan is a n e t  importer of f ish. , . .  

- end - 

TRAFFIC BLINKERS 

I an: r id ing  i n  a taxicab i n  Naples, I t a l y .  The Light turns 
red, but the  cars keep on going without the s l i gh t e s t  hes i ta t ion.  
Even the  t a x i  I'm i n  ignores the l i gh t  and goes through with t o ta l  
nonc ha lance. 

While I t r y  t c  understand t h i s  complete disregard for t r a f f i c  
law, the  cabdriver turns around and, almost as i f  he has read: my mind, 
says, "For u s  Neapolitans, a red Light i s n ' t  a stop; i t ' s  a guideline. 
I t ' s  as i f  the  l i g h t  m s  saying t o  us, 'Sweetheart, I 'm t e l l i n g  you 
i t ' s  red. You do what you want. I f  you wanna go, go. But be careful .  
~f instmdyouwanna stop-what can I say?-stop then. But, i n  t h i s  case, 
too, please be extra careful ,  because those behind you aren ' t  expecting 
it and they might run i n to  yau. "' 

"And what does thegreen l i gh t  say?" I ask. 

" I t  says, 'Buddy, according t o  the  lord you've got the  r i gh t  of  way,, 
but don't  you believe it. Always remember tha t  on the  other side are the 
guys who go through or. a red. So do t h i s - f i r s t  look r i gh t  and then l e f t ,  
and i f  you don't  see anybody ...g o. I I I  r 

"What about the  yellow l ight?" I pers is t .  

"Ah, tha t  one doesn't mean anything. We keep i t - j u s t  for fun."' 

Ref. Readerls Digest,  Sept. 1984. . 


