


New Sedos Menhers: The Execu t ive  Committee a t  i t s  January  and 
February  m e e t i n ~ s  approved t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  

membership of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S o c i e t i e s :  

1) P r i e s t s  o f  t h e  Sacred H e a r t  whose Super io r  General  i s  F r .  P a t r i c k  
Yracily. The i r  a d d r e s s  is Via Rivarone,85;  

00166 Roms. [Te1.6267.38) . 
2 )  S i s t e r s  o f  Our Lady o f  t h e  Y i s s i o n s  whose S u p e r i o r  General  is S i s t e r  

M. BSnGdicte O l l i v i e r .  T h e i r  
p r e s e n t  a d d r e s s  i s  Via F e r r u c i o ,  23; 00185, Roma. [ T e l .  73.20.03) b u t  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  moving s h o r t l y  end a r e  s t i l l  look ing  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  accomd-  
a t i o n .  Any s u q q e s t i o n s ?  
3 )  F r a t e l l i  d i  San G a b r i e l e :  T h e i r  S u p e r i o r  General  i s  Bro ther  J e a n  

Bul teau and t h e i r  a d d r e s s  i s  Via T r i o n f a l e ,  
12840; 00135 Qoma. ( T e l .  376.5049).  Welcome! 

SI?,DOS Execu t ive  Committee meet ing he ld  on February  17,  made f i n a l  prepa- 
r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Seminar on r l i n i s t r y  i n  a  Dynamic 

Local Church. ":Jeighbourhood" qroup mee t inqs  of SEDOS members a r ranged  by 
t h e  Seminar P r e p a r a t o r y  Committee were approved. A Sub-committee made u p  
of S r .  C h r i s t i n e  ! l idde lhof f ,  S4, S r .  Plargaret  Lof tus  SNDN, S r .  Fiarie-Rose 
Begue ?IDA, and Fr .  Michael Pmaladoss S J ,  w i l l  b e  r e s ? o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
L i t u r g y  a t  t h e  Seminar. 

1 . l i s s ionar ies  o f  S t .  Paul  N i g e r i a .  The Mat ional  Miss ionary  Seminary o f  
S t .  Paul  was opened a t  Iperu-Remo i n  

Oqun S t a t e  on October  23rd,  1977. The Niger ian  Bishops dec ided  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  "Miss ionary S o c i e t y  o f  S t .  Paul"  a s  a  p i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
m i s s i o n a r y  p r i e s t s  i n  October ,  1970. The o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p r i e s t  
from t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  seminary w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  1985. Already,  r e q u e s t s  
f o r  S t .  P a u l ' s  M i s s i o n a r i e s  have come from o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a  and 
South  America. 

I n  Kampala, i n  1569, H i s  H o l i n e s s ,  Pope Paul  V I ,  of  happy memory 
c a l l e d  on A f r i c a n s  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  m i s s i o n a r y  movement: "You must h e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  yourselves . ' '  I n  Lagos,  i n  19R2, H i s  H o l i n e s s ,  Pope John 
Paul  I1 s a i d :  "I  r e j o i c e  d e e p l y  t h a t  you have begun t o  send m i s s i o n a r i e s  
t o  o t h e r  l a n d s ,  even b e f o r e  you hzve enough f o r  your own vineyard" . . .  
A s  a  m i s s i o n a r y  i n s t i t u t e  o f  p r imary  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  founded b y  a  n a t i o n a l  
b i s h o p s '  confe rence ,  t h e  seminary and s o c i e t y  a r e  un ique  i n  A f r i c a .  

"Chal lenge o f  African Independent Churches":  T h i s  Congress he ld  I n  
- 

P r e t o r i a  was o r q a n l z e d  by 
t h e  Sou th  P f r i c a n  Y i s s i o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y .  Two of t h e  t w e l v e  g a p e r s  were 
by C a t h o l i c s ;  ?!r. K.E. Monyai o n  "The Cha l lenge  of t h e  A f r i c a n  C a t h o l i c  
Church"; and 9ev. P . P o l l i t z e r ,  OM1 on "Ancestor Venera t ion  i n  t h e  Oruuano 
Fnovement". Two major p r e s e n t a t i o n s w e r e :  The C o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  Independent  
Churches t o  A f r i c a n  Theology'' by M.L.Daneel and "Cha l lenge  t o  !-lissions 
and Fl iss ioloqy" by D r .  Turner  f r o n  t h e  Study Cent re  f o r  Xew R e l i g i o u s  F.love- 
ments i n  Pr imal  S o c i e t i e s  a t  Cambridae U n i v e r s i t v .  There  was a l s o  a paper  
o n  "The Role of lvomen i n  A f r i c a n  Independent Churches".  

The PEAS o f  Southern A f r i c a  !.!as asked t o  u n d e r t a k e  a n o t h e r  Study Con- 
f e r e n c e  on t h i s  t o p i c  a s  t h e  A f r i c a n  Independent. Churches w i t h  t h e i r  f q u r  
m i l l i o n  a d h e r e n t s  i n  Southern A f r i c a  a r e  f o r  many a  c l o s e d   boo^ o r  a  c a u s e  
f o r  c o n f u s i o n  among momhers o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Churches.  (From F i d e s ,  
February  3, 1994) . 



VA!TIW.I I1 AND CRISIS IN ME-iTSCRY 

Chris t ian  Duquoc. 

1S'eccZesioZogia del ConsigZio Vaticano II, Uuquoc crede, 
ha lasciato una tensione Zatente ,fra mdnistero quaZe se rv i zw  c m n t -  
tar io  e foraa spiritua2e. Questa tsnsione non risoZta erea un 
impatto suZ probZema deZ sacerdozio deZZe donne, per Za mancanza d i  
reZiaiosi  neZ Terzo rnondo e deZ celibrcto sacedotaZe.) 

In  197e a world day f o r  vocations was held. Two fea tu res  i n  
what the  t e x t s  say about r ec ru i t ing  youth f o r  t h e  priesthood seem 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  relevant:  reserve a s  t o  t h e  reasons for  the  present  
c r i s i s  i n  minis t ry  and s i l e n c e  a s  t o  the  theo loq ica l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
presupposit ions t h a t  under l ie  recruitment. 

The re t icence  i s  not unintentional .  The c r i s i s  is affirmed only 
t o  be minimized. To be sure ,  t h e  documents address t h e  pessimism 
pervading the  c lergy because of a precipitous drop i n  vocations. 
Bishop Etchegaray refuses  t o  "imagine a break i n  t h e  chain of p r i e s t l y  
ministry" and bel ieves  t h a t  " i f  few a re  c a l l e d ,  it i s  because t h e r e  
a r e  hardly any c a l l e r s . "  The homily tempts one, doubt less  un jus t ly ,  
t o  a t t r i h u t e  lack of vocations t o  p r i e s t l y  indi f ference .  But is not 
neqlect  i n  perpetuar.ing " the  p r i e s t l y  corps" symptom r a t h e r  than cause 
of t h e  c r i s i s ?  

Bishop F r e t e l l i e r e  descr ibes  t h e  p r i e s t  a s  " the  minis ter  
necessary f o r  the  eucharist ."  This statement i s  ambiguous. H. Legrand 
recen t ly  enunciated t h e  e a r l y  church's pr inci? le :  "He who pres ides  
over the  church presides over the  euchar is t . "  In ident i fy ing t h e  
p r i e s t  a s  the minis ter  necessary for  the  eucharist,  a r e  we not invert-  
ing t h i s  ancient  e r i n c i p l e ?  

I n  t h i s  Platonic approach t h e  p r i e s t  i s  viewed a s  t h e  Chr is t ian  
pm ezceztence. Not supr is ingly ,  t h e  form and s t r u c t u r e  of sacerdota l  
ministry a r e  presented a s  though independent of the  Chr is t ian  community's 
evolving needs-Priesthood beccmes self-defining-a c a l l  t o  a ' p r i e s t l y  
s t a t e  of l i f e . '  No allowance i s  made f o r  a minis t ry  whose form and 
s t l u c t u r e  would he defined by t h e  community. Vatican I1 sought t o  do 
t h i s  by orqanical ly  in tegra t ing  m i n i s t r i e s  within t h e  community. I n  
p r a c t i c e ,  though, a centuries-old s t ruc tu r ing  of minis t ry  within a 
s t a t e  of sacerdota l  l i f e  has ?revented Vatican 11's perspective from 
reaching f r u i t i o n .  

Fur ther ,  the  appeal t o  hol iness  and evanrjelical l i f e  passes over 
t h e  p r i e s t ' s  sociaz function. The c lergy (bishop and p r i e s t )  determine 
t h e  community's rlevelopment and fu tu re .  Despite statements about the  
l i n k s  between C h r i s t ,  se rv ice ,  minis t ry  and community, i n  p r a c t i c e  the 
church remains orqanized around a h ie ra rch ica l  priesthood t h a t  alone 
r e t a i n s  the  r e i n s  of government. 



THQEP CURRENT ISSUES 

Let me i l l u s t r a t e  my point  i n  th ree  current  i ssues :  ordaining 
women, lack  of p r i e s t s  i n  t h e  Third World, aml t h e  law of cel ibacy.  

0rdi.nation of women. The recent  document on ordinat ion  of  women is 
hai led  a s  support ive of women's l ibe ra t ion .  - - 

But the re  w i l l  be l i t t l e  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  a s  long a s  decisionmaking 
power remains i n  t h e  hands of a  sacerdota l  ' corps '  p r a c t i c a l l y  
independ~ent of the  community. This  s i t u a t i o n  makes women marginal 
subjec ts .  I n  present  church orqaniza t ion  one can share i n  govern- 
ment only a s  nriest-sornethinq d iv ine ly  forbidden women because of 
t h e i r  sex. They a r e  excluded from presidinq over t h e  euchar is t  (and 
t h e  community) not because of incompetency o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  l i v e  t h e  
Coseol, but  p rec i se ly  a s  females. 

Some w i l l  douht less  objec t  t h a t  t r u e  grea tness  does not stem 
from h ie ra rch ica l  s t a t u s .  But i f  the  church claims t o  witness t o  
t h e  Kingdom's end-time f r a t e r n i t y ,  it ought t o  be an t i c ipa t ing  it. 

If  the  church's  b a t t l e  f o r  women's r i g h t s  does not e n t a i l  con- 
f e r r i n g  priesthood ( a s  defined today) ;  it a t  l e a s t  demands t h a t  
government be separa te< from p r i e s t l y  ministry.  Exclusive reten- 
t i o n  of governin? power under t h e  disembling rubr ic  of ' s e rv ice '  
means f a i l u r e  both i n  theology of mins i t ry  and ecclesiology.  

Lack of P r i e s t s :  Secondly,many a reas ,  notably Africa and South 
America, lack p r i e s t s  and thus ce lebra t ion  of t h e  

euchar is t .  This  s i t u a t i o n  can be mi t iga ted  by ordaining-at l e a s t  
fo r  t h i s  time i n  history-those men who e f f e c t i v e l y  pres ide  over 
communities without p r i e s t s .  Present  understanding of minis t ry  a s  
v r i e s t l y  s t a t e ,  ho1.*.e~rer, is blocking t h i s  so lu t ion .  Rather than 
chanqing t h e  system, the  e f f o r t  is scent  on reproducing it. The 
community's raison d'ctre seena t o  be perpetuat ing t h e  priesthood. 
Would not t h e  reverse  be more f i t t i n g :  What minis ters  do t h e  com- 
munities want? 

Celibacy: The t h i r d  i s sue  concerns t h e  law of cel ibacy.  The law, 
i n  my opinion, i s  l e s s  a  p r a c t i c a l  handicap than a  doc- 

t r i n a l  impediment. The community does not de l inea te  forms of 
minis t ry  a f t e r  i t s  needs; r a t h e r ,  a  i r e -es tab l i shed  law s e l e c t s  
candidates not f o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  pres ide  over a  community but 
by reason of a  personal charism. No proof present ly  e x i s t s  t h a t  
t h i s  charism f i t s  one fo r  presiding over t h e  community nor t h a t  i t s  
lack is harmful. Celibacy makes sense only i f  minis t ry  is equated 
with a  quasi-rel iqious s t a t e  of l i f e .  The law of ce l ibacy does not 
i n  f a c t  impede reform of minis t ry ;  it is ra the r  t h e  time-honoured 
conception of priesthood a s  a  s t a t e  of l i f e .  Celibacy necessar i ly  
flows o u t  of t h i s  conception. 

Surpr is ingly ,  we sneak of a  "vocation" t o  t h e  priesthood,  but 
not t o  the  episcopacy. Even though f o r  some 1500 years bishops have 
been chosen not by the  people but  by hiqher au thor i ty ,  we yet  preserve 
t h e  o lde r  convict ion t h a t  no one may l a y  claim t o  pres ide  over a 
community unless  ca l l ed  hv t h a t  community and t h a t  personal charism 
i s  not relevant .  



Can we conclude from t h e  ~ b o v e  t h a t  n i n i s t r y  sholrld have no reason  
f o r  e x i s t i n ?  o t h e r  t han  t h e  community? 

PRR-VATICAN I1 ECCLESIOLOGY 

I n a b i l i t y  t o  imagine a  form of n i n i s t r y  o t h e r  than  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p r i e s t l y  s t a t e  b e t r a y s  an  under ly ing  e c c l e s i o l o g y  opposed t o  Vat ican 
I1 f o c i .  The h e s t  exp l ana t i on  wh.1 our  m i n i s t e r i a l  c r i s i s  ha s  no t  
been faced  f o r t h r i q h t l y  i s  t h a t  w e  have t o  do w i th  a  c o n c e ~ t u a l  
system deemed u n a s s a i l a b l e  because it p e r t a i n s  t o  ou r  dogmatic t r a -  
d i t i o n .  

T h i s  d o c t r i n a l  component can no longer  b e  grounded i n  quas i -  
f undamen ta l i s t  f i s e l i t y  t o  S c r i p t u r e .  Exegesis  does  no t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
e i t h e r  t h e  t heo ry  of a  s a c e r d o t a l  s t a t e  o r  exc lud ing  women from 
? r e s i ? ing  over  a community. The document on  t h e  o r d i n a t i o n  o f  women 
recognizes  t h i s :  it r e a d s ,  i n t e r p r e t s  J e s u s '  silence as excluding 
women's o r d i n a t i o n ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  a  c en tu r i e s -o ld  p r a c t i c e .  The b e s t  
hyno the s i s  f o r  such a  s t and  i s  t h a t  t h i s  age-old p r a c t i c e  (once 
answering real  needs) has  been dogna t ized  i n t o  an e s s e n t i a l  church 
s t r u c t u r e  and now n r e v e n t s  add re s s ing  new comnunity needs. T h i s  
disharmony between s t ruc tx i re  and conmunity i n t e r e s t s  t y p i f i e s  a 
h i e r a r c h i c a l  e c c l s s i o l ~ o q y  i n  t h e  P l a t o n i c  s ense  and i s  f o r e i g n  t o  
b a s i c  f o c i  o f  V a t i c a n 1 1  e c c l e s i o l o q y .  

T h i s  time-honoured p r a c t i c e  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  c en t e r ed  on two key 
icieas: t h e  church a s  v i s i b l y  prolonging t h e  I n c a r n a t i o n  and t h e  
priest a s  community mediator .  The church  is seen not  a s  a  c o m n i t y  
i s s u i n g  from t h e  g i f t  of t h e  S p i r i t ,  b u t  a s  a s t r u c t u r e  d e r i v i n g  
from t h e  i ~ p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Inca rna t i on .  The church  i s  t h a t  hunan- 
d i v i n e  e n t i t y  whose a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  prov ided  by  t h e  sacraments .  The 
a r e a t e s t  sacrament is 'he e u c h a r i s t ,  f o r  which-as s h a r i n g  i n  C h r i s t ' ?  
power-the p r i e s t hood  is r e s p o n s i b l e .  The ~r ies thood- j .ndependent ly  
o f  competence and worth-ensures  t h e  permanence of t h i s  sac ramenta l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  q u i t e  a p a r t  from t h e  needs  of t h e  community-in-history. 
The movement from a  sacrainental  s t r u c t u r e  (conceived a p a r t  from t h e  
community's h i s t o r i c a l  evo lu t i on )  t o  a  g r i e s t l y  s t a t e  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .  

The above summarizes t h e  main t h r u s t s  o f  ?re-Vat ican I1 
eccl.esiology. I t  flowed from a  poor ly  understood "descending" 
c h r i s t o l o g y .  Vat ican  11 reve r sed  t h i s  dominant e c c l e s i o l o g y  i n  
f avo r  of t h e  community a s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m i l i eu  where t h e  g i f t s  
of t h e  S p i r i t  a r e  manifes ted i n  an always n e w ,  v i t a l  way. But t h e  
n r ev ious  e c c l e s i o l o q y  p e r s i s t s  and seems t o  b e  whv Vat ican  11's 
break  wi th  t h e  p a s t  has t hus  f a r  been i n e f f e c t u a l  f o r  renewing and 
t r a n s f  orminq m i n i s t r y .  

Lumen Centiurr i t s e l f  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I ts a u t h o r s  
d i d  no t  draw o u t  t h e  l o q i c a l  conc lu s ions  of t h e i r  p s i t i o n .  They 
d i d  a f f i r m  t h e  p r i o r i t y ,  e c c l e s i o l o p i c a l l y ,  o f  t h e  Christ /community 
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  But t hey  d i d  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e g r a t e  t h i s  i n s i q h t  
i n t o  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  vrhicli thus  remained quas i -  
autonomous. An i n s t a n c e  i s  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between n i n i s t r y  a s  s e r v i c e  and p r i e s t hood  a s  " s ac r ed  power." 



The f i r s t  says  communit:~ needs provide minis t ry  with i t s  raison 
d ' z t r e ;  t h e  second t h a t  minis t ry  i s  grounded, i n  i t s  ob jec t ,  not 
i n  t h e  community bu t  i n  Chr i s t .  30th concerns a r e  l eg i t ima te .  Rut 
these  two poles con ta in  a  l a t e n t  tension:  t h e  community is  not mas- 
t e r  of i t s  des t iny ,  does not determine what it needs f o r  evanqelical 
v i t a l i t y .  Yather, a  s o c i a l  ' corps '  i s  i n  e f f e c t  so le  possessor  and 
d isnenser  of ju r id i c21  and p o l i t i c a l  power; and no reqwlat ions 
assure  t h a t  such n i n i s t r y  w i l l  be,  i n  f a c t ,  community serv ice .  

ngo d i f f e r e n t  ecc le s io lon ies  occasion two d i f f e r e n t  understandings 
of "being unable t o  imagine a rupture  

i n  t h e  c r i e s t l y  chain." I f  we f e a r  a  phys lca l  break i n  t h e  sacra-  
mental chain a s  it moves throur~h h i s t o r y ,  then we w i l l  do everything 
t o  continue it. But i f  our concern i s  t h e  endurinq g i f t  of t h e  
S p i r i t  amon? those  who come toqe the r  t o  l i v e  t h e  Gospel, then t h e  
community's evangel ica l  v i t a l i t y  w i l l  be judged more important than 
reproducing a model. The chain  we f e a r  t o  br=ak i s  evangel ica l  
witness. 

Objections w i l l  no doubt be b u i l t  on T r e n t ' s  s tatements  regard- 
ing  noly Orders. A council  t e x t  does not express t h e  whole of our  
f a i t h  and so must be integrated. i n t o  t h a t  whole. Right o r  wrong, 
t h e  Catholic  church saw i n  Luther a  d i l u t i o n  of p r i e s t l y  minis t ry ,  
a  democratizing t h a t  undermined t r a d i t i o n .  Hence Trent  a s se r t ed  
t h a t  min i s t ry  has i t s  o r i g i n  and payer i n  the  S p i r i t  of Chr i s t ,  
not i n  popular consent.  Rut it a l s o  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  pres id ing  over 
t h e  euchar i s t  not be divi$.ed from minis t ry  of t h e  word. 

Vedieval theoloqy maintains an e s s e n t i a l  po in t :  i f  t h e  comnunity 
de r ives  i t s  t r u t h  and a u t h o r i t y  from Jesus  C h r i s t ,  it de r ives  i t s  
sacramental m i n i s t q  from t h e  sane source. No one may a r roga te  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  p res ide  over the  euchar i s t  without community consent ,  nor 
can a communitv claim t o  be t h e  u l t ima te  source of minis t ry .  Trent 
d i d  not s e t  f o r t h  an ecclesiology.  To Jeduce such from i t s  t e x t s  
on priesthood i s  a mistake. I t  would be cause f o r  tgreater r e g r e t  
d i d  our p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  f e a r  t o  move from a ~ o s i t i o n  upheld by 
only one ecc le s io log ica l  leg.  ? \ m i n i s t r y  flowinq f r o n  t h e  church ' s  
r e a l  r a t h e r  than ideo log ica l  needs would reveal  t h e  r e l a t i v e  charac- 
t e r  of a  pos i t ion  t h a t  many judge t o  Se  dogmatic. 

Ref. Theology Diqest .  Volume 311, N@.2/Summer 1932.  

(La tension, ayant son origine duns Z'eccZe'sioZo~ie de Vaticnn 11, 
entre Ze ministzre consider6 come service de Za comnunautd ou come 
un pouvnir sacre, e s t  examinee !inns c e t  nbre'ge d'im ar8ticZe de Christian 
Dubocq, r&dclin& hien avant la Zettre de l a  SacrZe Coryriqation pour Za 
Doctrine de la Foi., sur Ze ministre de l lEuchnris t ie ,  publide en 
AoCt 1 9 8 3 .  

(The above a r t i c l e  was wr i t t en  well  before the Zt?tter from the 
Conflregation f o r  the  Doctrine of  the  Faith or. Certain mes t i ons  Con- 
cerning the  .'ninister of the  F u c $ r i s t  sent t o  Bishops, Auqust, 1983 .  
- Ed. i 



Yelinda Roper, f4.!l. 

(Se Zon Soeur Roper pzusieurs su,:'ets confrontent Z 'EgZise 
d'aujourd'hu< en termes de diversite' s t  de communion: I )  l a  
sozidarite' avec Zes pauvres, Za justic.  e t  Za pair; 2 )  Ze dialogue 
avec drautres  reZigions e t  eos propres probZEmes de fo i  e t  d ' i th ique;  
3 )  Zes thdologies en voie de ddveloppement; 4 )  de  nouveaux mod67.e~ 
d 'Eglise * t  o'e m?:n.i:ste'res.) 

U n t i l  my e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  I was a  p roduc t  o f  t h e  f ad ing  i n d u s t r i a l  
and emerging t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t y  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  w i t h  a  
sma t t e r i nq  of q u e s t i o n s  from having l i v e d  f o r  seven  y e a r s  i n  t h e  
semiurbzn, emerging i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  of Merida, Mexico, and Guatemala 
C i t y .  I n  1971 I concluded two yea r s  o f  s t u d y  d u r i n g  which t ime  I 
force?. my exper ience  i n t o  t h e  r e q u i r e d  academic molds. I had asked 
t o  d o  my f i n a l  seminar  paper  on miss ion ,  bu t  was t o l d  t h e  theme wasn ' t  
r e l e v a n t .  I ~ r o d u c e d  something on t h e  comparison between t h e  ep i s -  
copa l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Clement of rlome and I g n a t i u s  o f  Antioch. 

I t h e n  packed my th ings-mos t ly  books-and headed f o r  Chiapas ,  
Ilexico, ending up  i n  a  remote In?ian v i l l a g e  o f  about  twenty-f ive  
f a m i l i e s  where no one  sooke S ~ a n i s h  excep t  t h e  s i s t e r  I was l i v i n g  
wi th .  F r equen t l y  a f t e r  p r ay ing  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  people  would g a t h e r  out-  
s i d e  t h e i r  mud cha.?el t o  dance.  T h e i r  dance was t h a t  o f  t h e i r  Mayan 
a n c e s t o r s .  Yy q u e s t i o n s  broke l oose  from t h e i r  academic ca s ings  and 
I began my romance w i t h  t h e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l ,  p r e - t e chno log i ca l ,  pre-  
urban c e o n l e s  o f  our  g lohe .  T h e i r  sense  o f  f ami ly  and of community; 
t h e i r  oneness  w i t h  t h e  e a r t h  and t h e i r  s t r u q g l e  w i th  l i f e  and dea th ;  
t h e i r  sense  o f  r eve r ence ,  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  and p r a y e r - a l l  t h e s e  c a p t i v a t e d  
m e ,  f o r  i n  some wonr'rous way t h e y  drew m e  i n t o  a  harmony and mystery 
I had never  exper ienced.  one s h o r t  year  o f  my l i f e ;  a  romance t h a t  
ha s  become a  l i v i n g  p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  wisdon o f  God i n  t h e  poor  of our  
e a r t h .  Perhaps one must t a k e  some expe r i ence  o f  t h e  p a s t  and p u r i f y  
it o f  a l l  i t s  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  p a i n ,  and s u f f e r i n g  and l e t  it become a  
beam of  l i g h t  t h a t  n e r n i t s  u s  t o  rlream of t h e  r e i g n  of God. 

On a  r e c e n t  Sunday i n  o u r  cha.%l a t  : l a ryknol l ,  w e  sang t h e  joyous, 
hopeful  song: 

Le t  u s  h u i l d  t h e  c i t y  o f  God 
May our  t e a r s  h e  t u rned  i n t o  dancing!  
For  t h e  Lord, o u r  l i g h t  and o u r  l o v e ,  
Has t u r n e d  t h e  nirjht  ~ n t o  day! 

Whether our  hope s p r i n q s  from p u r i f i e d  images of t h e  .?ast, o r  
from p o e t r y  and song t h a t  move o u r  h e a r t s  beyond our  expe r i ence ,  w e  
know t h a t  v i s i o n s  and dreams a r e  v i t a l  t o  o u r  f a i t h .  

I n  my p r e s e n t  job,  I have v i s i t e d  t h e  c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s  o f  o u r  
g lobe .  The misery ,  t h e  hunger, t h e  b lood  of t h e  poor  permeate my h e a r t ,  
my t hough t s ,  and my dreams. I v i s i t  t h e  local .  churches  and f i n d  per- 
sonne l  c augh t  u p  i n  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n 4  s t r u o g l e s  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  
t h a t  surrounds them and of which t h e y  have become a  p a r t .  I hear  o f  t h e  
t e n s i o n s ,  problems, and succe s se s  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g roups ,  p a r i s h e s ,  and 
d i o c e s e s  a t t empt  t o  work t o q e t h e r .  [ ?ha t  is selclorn, i f  e v e r ,  sha r ed  a r e  
v i s i o n s  an6 Sreams o f  t h e  coming of t he  r e i g n  of God i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
c u l t u r e ,  t i m e ,  and d a c e .  



vlhy a r e  w e  so  h e s i t a n t  t o  share  and a r t i c u l a t e  what t h e  r e i g n  
-rice of G d  w i l l  look l i k e  and f e e l  l i k e  accord ing  t o  o u r  own expe r i -  

i n  a  n a r t i c u l a r  p l ace?  J e s u s  spoke of t h e  r e i g n  of  God i n  ? a m b l e s  
t h a t  reached ? e e ~  i n t o  human expe r i ence  through c o n c r e t e  images 
which expanded t h e  h o ~ e s  and dreams of  f u l l n e s s  o f  l i f e  o f  t h o s e  who 
hear3  him. We cannot  l i m i t  J e s u s '  d e s c r i p t i o n . o f  t h e  Kingdom t o  one  
image o r  one p a r a b l e ,  nor t o  a  s e l e c t  few. J e s u s '  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
r e i g n  of God d o n ' t  f i t  t o q e t h e r  i n t o  a p i c t u r e  we can  frame w i t h  
o u r  own l i m i t e d  expe r i ence  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d c u l t u r a l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
J u s t  a s  we cannot  l i m i t  t h e  v i s i o n  of t h e  r e i q n  of God, n e i t h e r  c an  
we l i m i t  o u r  orin o r  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s .  Ble have h e r e  a  key t o  loosen- 
i n a  t h e  bonds t h a t  c o n s t r i c t  t h e  freedom, d i v e r s i t y ,  and communion 
of  t h e  church.  

Another way of  say inq  t h a t  is  t h a t  an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  community, 
o r  church must reconnize  and own i t s  expe r i ences  wh i l e ,  a t  t h e  same 
t ime ,  b e i n a  open t o  t h e  expe r i ence s  and v i s i o n s  o f  o t h e r s .  4s  I 
look a t  my own exper ience  and l i s t e n  t o  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s ,  I become 
profoundly  aware of my own l i m i t a t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  t h e r e  is  
always t h e  danqer  o f  t r y i n g  t o  f o r c e  t h e  dreams and expe r i ences  o f  
o t h e r s  i n t o  my c a t e g o r i e s - t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  e l ephan t  and t h e  s i x  b l i n d  
men. Then t h e r e  i s  t h e  T r e a t e r  danaer ,  a s  a  f r i e n d  of mine s a y s ,  o f  
f a l l i n g  i n  l o v e  w i t h  o u r  own mis takes .  

From ny expe r i ence ,  I s h a l i  now draw some sweeping gene ra l i z -  
a t i o n s .  It seems t o  me t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  key i s s u e s  t h a t  f a c e  t h e  
church t oday  i n  t e n s  of  d i v e r s i t y  and comnunion: 

1 )  s o l i d a r i t y  w i th  t he  poor  and j u s t i c e  and peace;  ( 2 )  d i a l o g u e  
w i t h  o t h e r  f a i t h s  and new e t h i c a l  and moral  q u e s t i o n s ;  ( 3 )  emerging 
t h e o l q i e s ;  (". new models of church and m i n i s t r y .  

The v i s i o n s  and dreams, a s  w e i l  as t h e  c o n c r e t e  means f o r  l i v i n g  
them o u t ,  a r e  t h e  cause  of much c r e a t i v e  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  church around 
t h e  world.  I v i l l  t h e y  d e t e r i o r a t e  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  and d i v i s i o n ?  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  'loman Ca tho l i c  Church 
t h a t  must chanoe i f  q r e a t e r  communion i s  t o  come about .  These a r e :  

1) t h e  t e rdency  t o  remaindo!,~inated by Western culture; ( 2 )  t h e  
t endency  t o  ma in t a in  i t s e l f  by un7;form s t r u c t u r e s ,  m i n i s t r i e s ,  and 
s t y l e s  of a u t h o r i t y ;  ( 3 )  t h e  t endency  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  d e c i s i o n  making 
and power i n  t h e  hands o f  a  few, i . e . ,  clericalism; ( 4 )  t h e  t endency  
t o  p r e s e r v e  one  dominant form o f  theo logy .  

I know t h a t  my s t o r y  i s  a  v e r y  common one among mi s s ione r s  and 
it has  many i m p l i c a t i o n s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  m i s s ione r s ,  
and a  church t h a t  is  i n  miss ion ,  must abandon a t t i t u d e s  an.i pos- 
t u r e s  o f  c o n t r o l ,  and embrace d i a loque  i n  a l l  d imensions  of human 
l i f e .  

Cod has been f a i t h f u l  i n  t h e  p a s t  and moves f r e e l y  amon7 u s  i n  
a l l  o u r  d i v e r s i t y ,  i n v i t i n n  11s t o  coirmunion w i t h  a l l  s i s t e r s  and 
b r o t h e r s  around t h e  world.  God i s  worthy o f  o u r  t r u s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
and i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Vef: TvternctionaZ Bullet  in o f  ::issioncry i ieseo~ch. 'Jol.8 No. 1, Jan;84. 

ffi!eZidc Poper, President o f  the !~!aryknolZ S i s ters ,  has Seen a 
missionar i n  Cuatenala and Fjexico. This a r t i c l e  i s  token from an address 
given a t  t he  ' i s s i m  Conoress Baltimore, :'cryla&-, k r c h  17-21,1983, 
sponsored b y  the U2ited S ta tes  Catholic Wissi.on Association.) 



THE SUCCESS 02 TIP-: m s  

(Pourpoi  l e s  ,gens s 'n . f f i l i .ent - i t s  aux sectes? Leurs motivations 
fondamentaZes sont b o n ~ e s ,  mais elZes sont0xploitbee par l e s  sectes .  
Citons: la  recherche d'une solut ion ci ?es proble'ines personnels, Ze 
besoin d'une Fraternit;, l e  des i r  ;i'me'Zior.~r Ze monde, de tr~ouver 
son i d e n t i t l ,  de ne pas Qtre cans pouvoirs, d ' dv i t e r  des damages, 
de r echerchr  la  iranscendccnce. . . . Le ?. OfDOI"NELL e smine  les  
motivations irnmddiat-es e t  2dtern;inantes e t  c o m l u t  par une nrise en 
aarde: l e  dunner que des mouvernents "orth.odoxes" en voie d'expansion 
2itiZisent l e s  mzmes techniques que l e s  sectes  avec come aboutissement 
la pert2 ilu don prdciem de l a  2ihertb.i 

- 
The purpose o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  a c t u a l  dynamic 

by which s e c t s  succeed i n  ga in inn  members. I am not  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
wellknown s e c t s  on ly ,  b u t  t o  c u l t s  and s p e c i a l  q roups  even w i t h i n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such a s  Churches, which use  many of t h e  techniques  t o  
a lesser dearee .  The r e a d e r  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  make a - ~ l i c a t i o n s  i f  
he o r  she  has  had exper ience  of  s-c t - - inf luence a t  any l e v e l .  

BASIC IIOT1VF.TIOtJ 

Very few neople  j o i n  a s e c t  f o r  e v i l  reasons.  Perhaps t h e  
q r e a t e s t  crime of  t h e  s e c t s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  misuse qood people  and g ~ c d  
mot iva t ion  i n  t hose  people.  I n  f a c t  t h e y  u s u a l l y  succeed b e s t  when 
s o c i e t y  o r  churches  have f a i l e d  t o  touch  t h i s  good mo t iva t i on  es- 
s ? e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  young. 

Search f o r  a So lu t i on :  I n  s i t u a t i o n s  which a r e  complex and when a 
p e r s o n ' s  world seems confused,  t h e r e  w i l l  

n a t u r a l l y  be a search for a sol.ution an6 t h e  s impler  t h e  h e t t e r .  Th i s  
can  range from a d e s i r e  f o r  pe r sona l  harmony t o  a d e s i r e  t o  ea se  t h e  
p a i n  of o t h e r  people  i n  a confused s o c i e t y .  It makes no d i f f e r e n c e  
whether t h e  answer g iven  i s  s p e c i a l  heal th-food,  a pi lgr inacje  t o  
ilecca, an  e a s t e r n  Guru, devot ion  t o  t h e  s e c r e t s  of Fatima o r  a v e r y  
s t r ic t  r u l e  of l i f e .  Each of t h e s e  nay make some c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
pe r sona l  and meta-personal harmony bu t  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  t emp ta t i on  
t o  accep t  it a s  the  f i n a l  and on ly  answer f o r  s e r i o u s  problems. 

A l i ena t i on  i s  f a s t  becoming t h e  patholomy of  o u r  age;  l o n e l i n e s s  i s  
i nc rea s ing  i n  t h e  developed worla!, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  c i t i e s .  

Thus t h e  need Con cov;panionsh.in end permanent community i s  s e r i o u s l y  
f e l t ,  a s  d e P e r s o n a l i z s ~ t i o n  cont ineus  t o  qrow. The Churches a r e  
f a i l i n g  badly here  d e s p i t e  many s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s .  Perhaps t h e  f a i l u r e  
i s  rlue t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  up a l a s t i n g  community a s  w e l l  
a s  t o  t h e  i n a c t i o n  of n a s t o r a l  l e a d e r s .  Here t h e  s e c t s  come rush- 
i ng  i n  and t hey  o f f e r  what. looks l i k e  i n s t a n t  community t o  l o n e l y  
younq people  who a r e  h e a l t h i l y  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  impersonal n a t u r e  o f  
s choo l s ,  Churches and work s i t u a t i o n s .  The f a c t  t h a t  what t h e  s e c t s  
o f f e r  i s  phoney i s  no t  seen i n  t h e  beginning.  

To make a b e t t e r  world. : lost  good people  have a d e s i r e ,  however vague 
t o  make t h i s  a be t t e r  worZd. There  i s  



a fund of unfouched motivat ion i n  every Church i n  t h i s  regard. When 
young people express a wi l l ingness  t o  work f o r  s o c i a l  change i n  a 
pa r i sh ,  they  a re  sometimes t o l d  t o  begin by sweepinq t h e  church. They 
a r e  r a r e l y  presented with t h e  g r e a t  s o c i a l  wr i t ings  of t h e  Popes o r  
advised t o  jo in  the  J u s t i c e  and Peace movement. The s e c t s  speak much 
about t h e  need t o  change soc ie ty  and o f f e r  d e t a i l e d  - but use le s s  - 
plans  t o  b r ing  it about. Plany s ince re  young people a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  
t h i s  v i s i o n  of a b e t t e r  world and t o  a chance t o  work towards its 
achievement. 

Someone Specia l :  There is  a need i n  most of us  t o  .feel tha t  we are, 
i n  some way s-secial, be it i n  what we know, Hhat 

we c:n 3.0 o r  even i n  who we know. This i s  not necessa r i ly  unhealthy 
a s  it expresses our  need t o  bu i ld  up our d i s t i n c t  i d e n t i t y .  This  
d e s i r e  t o  be an e l i t e  i s  s t r e s s e d  by t h e  s e c t s  and even by movements 
wi th in  t h e  Church where it can be motivated by a d e s i r e  t o  serve  
s e l f l e s s l y  o r  t o  f e e l  supe r io r  i n  a s e l f i s h  way. On t h e  conscious 
l e v e l  i t  can be the  former and on t h e  subconscious l e v e l  it could 
be t h e  l a t t e r .  The s e c t s  do not bother  which it is! they  o f f e r  t h e  
chance t o  become 'someone s p e c i a l ' .  

Pokrer:is a b a s i c  d r i v e  i n  t h e  ch i ld  from t h e  moment of i t s  b i r t h  a s  
it t r i e s  t o  con t ro l  a home and o the r  people i n  s u b t l e  enough 

ways. Many people never out.qrow t h i s  and they w i l l  r ep ress  t h e  
pleasure-drive almost t o t a l l y  i n  order  t o  g e t  power over o thers .  
Power, e i t h e r  by f i n a n c i a l  con t ro l  o r  by s p e c i a l  knowledge, amounts 
t o  t h e  same th ing  b a s i c a l l y  and e i t h e r  can be  used f o r  good o r  e v i l .  
The s e c t s  o f f e r  scme type of s p e c i a l  knowledge which proposes t o  give 
one power over one's own l i f e  ard t ha t  o f  others. This is d i f f i c u l t  
t o  r e s i s t  i f  one i s  even a l i t t l e  insecure ,  a s  most young people 
n a t u r a l l y  a re .  

Agqression/fear: Many people have been hur t  e i t h e r  by parents  o r  by 
teachers  o r  hy soc ie ty  and most survive  t h i s .  But 

nowadays, with increas ing  self-consciousness among younq people, t h e r e  
is  a tendency t o  nurse and nur ture  these  hur t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b igger  
ones. The Chr i s t i an  Churches preach forgiveness but u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  
have neglected t h e  minis t ry  of heal ing.  '?he s e c t s  o f f e r  a chance t o  
withdraw from, t o  d e s e r t ,  t o  wash one ' s  hands of a worlcl which h u r t  
one, and thus  t h e  subconscious motivation is probably aggression or 
fear oS beinq hurt again. Thjs i s  not e n t i r e l y  blameworthy. 

SearchforTranscendence: There is i n  a l l  of us a deeply s p i r i t u a l  
motivation which is i n  search f o r  something 

beyond t h e  obvious, beyond the  ma te r i a l ;  j t  is a God-inspired search- 
for transcenderce. Often t h e  Church has missed t h i s  a s  it s t r e s s e s  
mora l i ty  and moral s t r i v i n g  t o  young people. Church l eade r s  sometimes 
l ack  pa t ience  and, i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  r e s u l t s ,  they  demand high 
moral behaviour before  they o f f e r  high and transcendent motivation. 
Here again ,  t he  s e c t s  cash i n  and c a l l  t h e i r  young people t o  some kind 
of meditat ion o r  prayer  before  t.hey s t r e s s  t h e  behavioural  demands of 
the  s e c t ' s  way of l i f e .  Then, they  s t a y  with the  young person i n  
t h e i r  'growth' o r  development, a s  Church p a s t o r s  o f t en  f a i l  t o  do. 



IMMEDIATE PIOTIVATION 

Yo matter how vulnerable young people may be, unless  they make 
contact  throuqh a  r e c r u i t e r  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  l ike l ihood of t h e i r  
joining a  sec t .  Here a r e  techniques r e c r u i t e r s  use. 

They a r e  u ~ u a t t y  frier$t?{ even t o  t h e  ex ten t  of o f fe r ing  f r e e  g i f t s  
o r  f r e e  meals. I t  may be an o f f e r  of a  

f r e e  l e c t u r e  with 'no oh l iqa t ion '  and i n  t h e  case of one sec t  t h e  
g i r l s  a r e  t o l d  t o  o f f e r  sexual  in tercourse  i f  a l l  e l s e  f a i l s ,  s t r e s s -  
ing t h a t  t h i s  shows how lovinq they a re .  

Yecrui ters  dicover what it i s  that  concerns t h e i r  contac t ,  mostly 
by way of problems, i n  

t h e i r  orin l i v e s  o r  i n  socie ty .  Here they o f f e r  t h e  i n s t a n t  o r  magical 
so lu t ion ,  usual ly  of a  r e l i g i o u s  nature - a spec ia l  prayer t o  be 
s a i d  a t  s ~ e c i a l  t imes,  t h e  r eve la t ions  of t h e  l a t e s t  s t i g m a t i s t ,  e t c .  

Guilt  i s  used f rov time t o  time a s  t h e  r e c r u i t e r  shares d e t a i l s  of 
h i s  o r  her  orin s i n f u l  p a s t ,  sayinq t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  way t o  be 

Free from t h i s  g u i l t  and f r e e  from a l l  Future uncleanliness.  Adoles- 
cen t s  w i l l  reach f o r  t h i s  pseudo-relief from t h e  s t rugg le  within.  

The o f f e r  t o  be a teader i n  a new socie ty  soon-to-come i s  o f t en  held 
ou t  by t h e  r e c r u i t e r .  This promised promo- 

t i o n  from t h e  anonymity of modern l i f e  t o  a  pos i t ion  of power i s  
t e m ~ t i n g  f o r  many young people today. 

Plain p r i d e i s u s e d .  Young people a r e  asked: 'Are you a f r a i d  t o  hear 
another point  of view?' This i s  o f t en  accompanied 

by t h e  peer pressure  of another who has succumbed o r  who i s  wi l l ing  
t o  t ake  the  r i s k .  

SubLiminaZ messa,qes can he qiven through t h e  use  of key words whlch 
a r e  s t r e s sed  i n  ordinary conversation even a t  

t h e  f i r s t  meeting. T h i s  i s  continued i f  t h e  r e c r u i t  can be per- 
suaded t o  a t tend a  l ec tu re .  

These s i x  immediate motives a r e  used t o  q e t  t h e  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  
o f  t h e  contac t .  From t h e r e  on, i n  d i r e c t  con t rad ic t ion  t o  t h e  Good 
News -'The t r u t h  w i l l  make yo11 f r e e '  - t h e  s e c t  proceeds t o  use 
e i g h t  reinforming motives which a l l  together  say - 'make yourself 
a  l i t t l e  l e s s  f r e e  and we w i l l  make you t r u e ' .  

REINFORCING MOTIVATION 

Behave i n  a  c e r t a i n  way. To re in fo rce  motivation techniques which 
have been o r  a r e  being used by t h e  more 

reputable  organiza t ions  and even right-wing Church groups, a r e  ca l l ed  
i n t o  service  when t h e  recruitbecomes a novice. I f  a  person can be made 
t o  behave i n  a certain  way, it becomes much e a s i e r  t o  have them 
betielie. ' ~ u s t  t r u s t  me and l e t  go . . . you can ask quest ions later'. 

Disorientatioiz due o t  lack  of s l eep ,  depr ivat ion  of c e r t a i n  vltamins 
and constant  work, increases  s u g g e s t i b i l i t y  g r e a t l y .  

This is used by a l l  c u l t s  when t h e  v ic t im ' e n t e r s ' .  

A channe o f m e h e l p s  t h e  process of los inq  one ' s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and 
freedom and t h i s  i s  re inforced by the change of 

c lo th ing  o f t e n  i n s i s t e d  upon. If c lo th ing i s  not changed, then some 
emklem i s  used a s  a  s:rmbol and focus-point of what t h e  novice has 



accepted o r  w i l l  become. 

Privacy i s  always taken mlay from people i n  t h e  sec t  comuni ty .  They 
a r e  cons tan t ly  with o the r s  and a r e  even 

encouraged t o  s?y on one another. While some form of  mantra-medit- 
a t i o n  i s  i n s i s t e d  u p n ,  the re  i s  no encouragement given t o  r e f l e c t i v e  
thought o r  questionino. The a s s a u l t  is not made on t h e  mind d i r e c t l y ,  
except t o  say t h a t  Cod o r  whatever cannot he reached through thought. 
The a s s a u l t  i s  on t h e  emotions and thus  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e c t .  

Loyalty t o  the sect  i s  stressed and t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  t h e  t h r e a t  of 
se r ious  punishment f o r  f a i l u r e .  

Sec re t s  must be kept and consu l t a t ion  with ou t s ide r s  is c l e a r l y  
forbidden. 

T h e  technicme of d i s ink ib i t i on  is  used a s  t h e  novice is encouraged 
t o  a c t  i n  a  c h i l d i s h  way contrary  t o  

h i s  o r  her  inc l ina t ions .  Vague reasons a r e  o f fe red  f o r  t h i s  f o o l i s h  
behaviour u n t i l  eventual ly  t h e  novice no longer d e s i r e s  t o  behave a s  
an adu l t .  
Cames are used a l s o  bu t  r u l e s  a r e  given gradual ly  and complete t r u s t  

i s  asked from t h e  novice a s  he o r  she fol lows them. 
Dependence on the  leader  o r  on t h e  group is thereby increased and 
individual  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  qradual ly  abdicated.  

Some form o f  group confession i s  encouraged a t  f i r s t  but usua l ly  
i n s i s t e d  upon l a t e r .  

Constant vague references t o  t h i s  ' p a s t '  o r ' o l d  l i f e '  a r e  made when 
t h e  novice seems t o  be doubting o r  wanting t o  go hack. 

A l l  t h i s  re inforc ing motivation is of course accompanied by 
continued use  of t h e  bas ic  motivation and of t h e  immediate motivation 
mentioned e a r l i e r .  A l l  t h i s  leads  t o  heightened s u g g e s t i b i l i t y  and 
t o  d r a s t i c  changes i n  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s .  

!iOTIIIATIOIJ FOR ALL 

Continuing the  theme of motivation, may I f i n i s h  by suggest ing 
t h a t  a p a r t  from. and together  with t h e  s t rong motivation which t h i s  
nen ta l  coercion and psychic a t t a c k  on our younr: people g ives  us t o  
he lp  them, t h e r e  is another lesson t o  be l ea rn t .  

I t  concerns t h e  g rea t  g i f t  of freedom. Even w i t h i n  t h e  Church 
today t h e r e  seems t o  be a  r i s i n g  right-winq movement i n  many forms. 
Thei r  techniques-however well  motivated-are t h e  same a s  those  used 
by t h e  s e c t s .  Because a  movement seems t o  have orthodox standing o r  
a t  l e a s t  is not condemned by the  Church, many neople, moved by one o r  
more of the  b a s i c  motivations mentioned, e a s i l y  g ive  up t h e i r  freedom, 
r a t h e r  than l i v e  with t h e  ambiguities of everyday l i f e  to-day. Naybe 
Pau l ' s  words t o  the  Gala t ian  community a r e  very re levant  here: 

'Some who do not belong t o  t h e  brotherhood have f u r t i v e l y  
crept  i n  t o  spy on t h e  l i b e r t y  we enjoy i n  Chr is t  Jesus ,  
and want t o  reduce us a l l  t o  s lavery '  a .  2 :  When 
Chr i s t  f reed  us ,  he meant u s  t o  remain f r e e '  (Ga1.5.1). 



Diocese de Elbala, Zambie 

La p6nurie d 'ouvr iers  apostol iques dans l e  diocese de Mbala en 
Zambie peut @ t r e  consid6rEe come "une benediction d6guisGe". En 
e f f e t ,  l e  r d s u l t a t  en e s t  que plus d'une centa ine  de  ca tgch i s t e s ,  
auxquels s e  sont  j o i n t s  p lus ieu r s  agents pastoraux b6n6voles, accom- 
p l i s s e n t  un t r a v a i l  remarquable, tdche habituellement rda l i see  par 
l e s  p r s t r e s .  T e l l e  est l ' op in ion  de Mgr. Adolphe Furstenberg, eve- 
gue de Mbala, l e  diocese l e  p lus  ancien du pays. 

Livrant s e s  im_nressions L l a  presse,  l e  p r e l a t  a declare  que 
l a  populat ion catholique de  son diocese,  estim6e L prGs de 87.900 
f i d e l e s ,  conyinue de mener une v i e  c k d t i e n n e  a c t i v e  grace au zhle 
apostol ique du l a f c a t  e t  c e  en dgpitd'une grave p6nurie de prSt res .  

Toutefois l ' fveque de Plbala a soulign6 que l ' i n s u f f i s a n c e  du 
c le rge  dans son d iocsse  cons t i tue  une des  p r inc ipa les  pr6occupations 
de  1 'Eg l i se  qui  e s t  d !4bala, d ' a ~ t a n t  plus que des  centaines de 
ch re t i ens  ne peuvent recevoir  1es  sacrements r6gulierement. E t  Mgr. 
Furstenberg d ' a jou te r :  
"Ncmbreuses sont  nos succurssa les  de  paroisses  r t  missions qu i  ne 
reqoivent l a  v i s i t e  d'un p r s t r e  que t r o i s  ou qua t re  f o i s  par  an". 

L'LvSque a f a i t  remarquer que c e t t e  s i t u a t i o n  remonte L 1976. 
DPs c e t t e  annde il ne pouvait plus envoyer de p rS t res  dans l e s  
postes de  mission .rue l ' i n s u f f i s a n c e  du c lerge .  Beaucoup de ces  
p r e t r e s ,  devenus malades, devra ient  r e n t r e r  dans l eu r s  pays n a t a l ,  
t a n d i s  que d ' au t res  sont  morts. Par a i l l e u r s  1'EvSque a relevd l e  
v ie i l l i s sement  continu du c lergd,  qui l ' a  obl ige  de  r e t i r e r  du 
minis tere  a c t i f  des  p r & t r e s  oeuvrant dans ce r t a ines  regions. 

Plalqr6 c e t t n  s i t u a t i o n  c r i t i q u e ,  Mgr Furstenberg demeure 
opt imis te  car  il y a eu une f o r t e  augmentation de vocations parmi 
l e s  jeunes ces  derniPres annees. "Cependant, a - t - i l  d i t ,  l a  pdriode 
de f o r m t i o n  e s t  longue e t  c ' e s t  seulement apres  quelques ann6es que 
l ' o n  pourra compter s u r  ces  fu tu r s  p r s t r e s .  



South ?Jrica 

Albert Nolan, OP. 

(Le pe're NOLAN trouve l e  rnotie'le d1Tql ise  re'alisQ en Afrique 
du Sud tre's e ' lo ipd  de ce lu i  s i  bien esquiss i  Jxns "Cvange%ii 
A,knt iadi f l .  Or. pourrait l e  q u a l i f i e r  de rlconsme'risrne" sacrament e l ,  
come s i  I 'Eglise n'e'tn7:t m 'une  agence d i sp~nsan t  des services 
sacraventels ou r i t u e l s . )  

(84 /17)  The fundamental ~ r o b l e m ,  t h e  fundamental reason why we 
g re  i n  a c r i s i s  i s  t h e  inaclequacy of t h e  model of the  Church wi th  

which we a r e  s t i l l  opera t ing  - espec ia l ly  a t  t h e  g rass roo t s  l e v e l  
of the  pa r i sh ,  This  model miqht be described a s  "sacramental con- 
sumerism". The Church is seen a s  an agency t h a t  ~ r o v i d e s  people 
with sacramental o r  r i t u a l  services :  baptism, confession,  Mass, 
weddings, anoint ing of t h e  s i c k  and b u r i a l .  These products o r  ser -  
v i c e s  a r e  seen t o  be needed an2 consumed by t h e  people f o r  t h e  s a l -  
va t ion  o r  hea l th  of t h e i r  souls .  Mher  agencies provide f o r  o ther  
needs: bodi ly  and s o c i a l  needs, The Church i s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  o r  
sacramental "supermarket". 

Operat ins on t h i s  model, t he  pa r i sh  and its p a s t o r a l  aqents  
w i l l  t r y  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  "wares" t o  more and more people f o r  t h e  
hea l th  of t h e i r  souls .  This neans t h a t  one w i l l  t r y  a t  a l l  c o s t s  
t o  maximise numbers and minimise requirements o r  demands. One 
s a c r i f i c e s  q u a l i t y  f o r  quant i ty .  Every poss ib le  method of persuasion 
w i l l  br used (reward o r  punishment) t o  qe t  people t o  t h e  sacraments. 

I t  i s  not a t  a l l  su rp r i s inu  t h a t ,  when a par ish  onerat inq on 
t h i s  model of t h e  Church a pas to ra l  o r  encyc l i ca l  on s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  
it i s  l i k e  water o f f  a duck 's  back. I n  terms of t h e i r  model of t h e  
Church it is i r r e l e v a n t ,  meaniqless and a case of t h e  Church i n t e r -  
f e r i n g  i n  a f f a i r s  t h a t  a r e  fo re ign  t o  it, i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  p o l i t i c s .  

The c r i s i s  i s  deepened by the  f a c t  of secu la r i za t ion .  Fewer 
anrl fewer nnople f e e l  t h e  need t o  save t h e i r  sou l s  and t o  make use  
of t h e  Church's services .  Those who want o t h e r  th inqs  l i k e  j u s t i c e ,  
l i b e r a t i o n  and peace v : i l l  look elsewhere. 

A t  t h e  root  of t h e  oroblen~, then,  is t h e  need t o  change t h i s  
model of t h e  Church not only hecause we a r e  i n  a c r i s i s ,  but  because 
it is  a d i s t o r t e d ,  misleading and inadequate model. There i s  t h e  
need t o  move towards t h e  model of the  Church t h a t  i s  so well  des- 
cr ibed i n  Evangeli i  FIuntiandi - a Church whose main t a sk  i s  t h e  evangel- 
i s a t i o n  and transformation of t h e  world; a Church t h a t  i s  concerned 
about t h e  sa lva t ion  o r  t o t a l  l i b e r a t i o n  of t h e  whole person (body 



and s o u l ) ,  of s o c i e t y  and o f  t h e  whole m a t e r i a l  un ive r s e ;  a  Church 
t h a t  p r eaches  and l i v e s  t h e  qood news of God's !<inqdom. 

T h i s  w i l l  not  b e  a  "consumeris t"  Church b u t  a  comnunity o f  
b e l i e v e r s  who w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  wor ld ,  a p p r e c i a t e  and p o i n t  ou t  t h e  
s i g n s  o f  God's p resence  i n  t h e  world ( i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  of t h e  
Church) and i d e n t i f y  t h e  s i q n s  of e v i l  and s i n .  I n  t h i s  s ense  it 
w i l l  b e  an  evange l i s i ng  Church t h a t  emphasises q u a l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  
q u a n t i t y .  People  w i l l  j o i n  t h i s  church because of i t s  w i t n e s s  and 
because  o f  t h e i r  own commitment and c o n v i c t i o n ,  no t  f o r  any rewards 
o r  t o  avo id  any punishments - not  o u t  o f  f e a r  o r  a  f e e l i n g  of 
i n s e c u r i t y .  

There  i s  o f  cou r se  a  v e t y  important  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  sac raments  i n  
t h i s  model o f  t h e  Church. The sacraments  would come a l i v e  a s  
c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  comnlunity r e j o i c i n q  i n  Cad 's  p resence  and God's 
promise f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  ( E x t r a c t  of a  t a l k  i n  South Af r i c a  by 
A lbe r t  Nolan,OP) . 

- end - 

M i n i s t r i e s  an6  community a r e  mutua l ly  i n c l u s i v e .  A Community 
w i thnu t  m i n i s t r i e s  i s  no t  f u l l y  a C h r i s t i a n  community because it 
cannot  adequa t e ly  fu l f i . 11  C h r i s t ' s  miss ion .  M i n i s t r i e s  wi thout  com- 
munity a r e  l i k e w i s e  incomplete  because  t hey  l a c k  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  
f unc t i on .  Ordained m i n i s t r y  makes sense  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of a  comm- 
u n i t y .  F a r  from undermining orda ined  m i n i s t r y ,  t h i s  r a t h e r  q i v e s  it 
p e r s p e c t i v e .  

It i s  t h u s  c l e a r  t h a t  a  l o c a l  community ha s  a  r i g h t  t o  a  p a s t o r .  
I.!ithout such ,  it cannot  s u i t a b l y  mani fes t  God's f r e e .  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  
s a l v a t i o n  nor  e x p r e s s  t h e  headsh ip  o f  C l ~ r i s t  o r  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  
t h e  e u c h a r i s t .  P.s t h e  German b i shops  say:  "P. community w i thou t  a 
p a s t o r  i s  i n  p r i n c i p l e , f o r  b o t h  s o c i o l o q i c a l  and t h e o l o g i c a l  r e a sons ,  
an  a b s u r d i t v . "  Th i s  r i g h t  t o  a  p a s t o r  u n d e r l i n e s ,  f i r s t ,  a con t r a -  
d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  church when communities wi thout  p r i e s t s  a r e  
not o f f e r e d  new ways t o  g e t  them and second,  when t r a d i t i o n a l  models 
o f  church m i n i s t r y  arc regarded  a s  more impor tan t  t h a t  t h e  pr imary 
tas!c o f  h u i l d i n q  communi.ty. 

Non-ordained m i n i s t r i e s  a r e  l i l . r e w i s e  not  marq ina l ,  bu t  e s s e n t i a l  
i f  t h e  church  i s  t o  become i t s e l f .  Each l o c a l  community should  have 
t h e  r i q h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  such  m i n i s t r i e s  a s  it needs  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  
t a s k s  of p roc lamat ion ,  worshi?,  and s e r v i c e  and t o  b e  i ts  t r u e  s e l f .  
Wherever t h e r e  is  a  C h r i s t i a n  community w i thou t  m i n i s t r i e s  t h e r e  is  
a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between t h e  c o n t e n t  of C h r i s t i a n  mi s s ion  and t h e  
c o n c r e t e  forms o f  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n .  

Ref.  Theology D iqes t .  Vo1.30, number 2/Summer lC)R2. 



DIEU &'A PAS DE mi 

Albert Illombo 
En octobre 1982, 2 1.a demande des Oeuvres Pon t i f i c -  
a l e s  : l i ss ionnai res  e t  avec l 'accorr l  d e s  evdques de 
1 ' I l e  de France, Albert  tliombo, p r e t r e  z a i r o i s ,  a  BtP 
detach6 de son d iocese  .le Tshumhe pour f a i r e  p a r t i e  
de  1'Bquipe d 'animation missionnaire de l a  region 
apos to l ique  de Pa r i s .  Vous l u i  avons denand6 son 
temoignage. 

"Le f a i t  d ' e t r e  p r e t r e  a f r i c a i n  e t  missionnaire en France, c e l a  
sur?rend pas na l  de ch r s t i ens .  Lorsque j'anime des journees mission- 
na i rea  l e s  ques t ions  fusent  d 'un  peu par tout :  "% es  vraiment f ide i  
donurn? T;c es  envoy& comme n;issionnair.e pour 4vangdZiser en France?" 
ouelques uns a jou ten t  meme: "Crest  Zc mode 2 Z'envers!" 

DT'ITAGER, C"6ST AUSSI 3ECEVOIR 

P.pr$s un an en France, v o i c i  quelques impressions.. .  Tout d 'abord,  
je  s u i s  agr6ablement s u r p r i s  4e t r a v a i l l e r  dans une equipe qu i  
m 'accue i l l e  5 b r a s  ouver ts ,  accepte e t  me p e m e t  de  d i r e  mon ex+- 
r i ence  chr6t ienne  2 ma faGon, nor! europe'enne. Car s i  l e  F i l s  de  
1'FIomme s ' e s t  incarne,  il d o i t  allssi  P t r e  incarnP dans l a  c u l t u r e  
a f r i c a i n e ,  a s i a t i q u e ,  latino-am6ricaine. I1 s ' e s t  f a i t  home,  t o u t  
honme, t o u t  l'honme. 

En a r r i v a n t ,  j e  d o i s  avouer que j ' a v a i s  un pr6juqB c e r t a i n !  
J ' B t a i s  convaincu, pour de mul t ip les  r a i sons  que je  ne peux GnumErer 
i c i ,  qu'un Europeen ne pouvait entendre que d'iine o r e i l l e  d i s t r a i t e  
l e  message de 1 'Evangilc  s o r t a n t  de  l a  bouche d 'un  ch re t i en  venu 
d ' a i l l e u r s !  Le dialogue f r anc  e t  amical ,  au s e i n  de  l ' equ ipe  de  t r a v a i l  
B l aque l l e  j ' a p p a r t i e n s ,  commence 2 me f a i r e  changer d ' a v i s .  J e  
m'aperqois,  e t  c ' e s t  ma premiere impression, que l e  geuple de  nieu 
q u i  e s t  i c i ,  au moins au niveau de s e s  responsables,  a  p r i s  conscience 
que 1 ' E g l i s e  e s t  Sevenue un vas te  champ c?u Seigneur touchant aux 
qua t re  coins  du monde, champ oii l e s  missionnaires  peuvent e t  meme 
fioiveht Otre des  homes  e t  des  femmes de tou tes  r a c e s ,  de t o u t e s  
langues e t  de  t u t t e s  cu l tu res .  

Seconde impression: si l e s  r e s p o n s ~ b l e s  du peuple de  Dieu i c i  en { 
son t  2  ce  niveau, il f a u t  reconnai t re  qu '2 l a  base l a  r e a l i t 6  e s t  
l o i n  d ' c t r e  p e r p e  e t  vEcue comme t e l l e  pa r  ceux-12 mSme 2 qu i  il 
a  Q te  annonce il y a peine un, deux ou t r o i s  s i e c l e s !  J e  comrrends 
c e t  e t a t  d ' e s p r i t .  En e f f e t ,  depuis  l '6poque s i t e  de l a  dBcouverte d e s  
a u t r e s  peuples, 1'Europben s ' e s t  sit& en face  Be ceux-ci comme bien- 
f a i t e u r ,  d i s l ensa teu r  de tous Les b iens :  ma te r i e l s ,  c u l t u r e l s  e t  
s p i r i t u e l s .  I1 s ' e s t  a i n s i  f o r @  un complexe de s u p e r i o r i t 6  dans 
lemnel il s ' e s t  f a i t  p ieger .  I1 a  te l lement  donng... q u ' i l  a nerdu l e  
don nr6cicux de savo i r  PeCevoiP. Alljourd'hui 05 l e  partaqe e s t  c o n p  
c o m e  cagac i t e  de donner e t  recevoir, e t  devient  condi t ion  de  v i e  
chre t ienne ,  heaucou? s e  sentent  c16sempar6s. !?t, c ' e s t  c e t t e  menta l i t6  
q u i  bloaue de  v r a i s  Echanqes e n t r e  Egl ises  d i f f e r e n t e s .  



QOESTION DE BOP' SENS.. . 

J e  d o i s  avouer cependant rpe  j ' a i  rencontre c e t t e  menta l i t6  
davantage chez l e s  a d u l t e s  qu'au mil ieu d e s  jeunes. Une evolu t ion  
s ' ops re ,  rnais il r e s t e  encore beaucoup 5 f a i r e .  Et ,  c ' e s t  12 
justement y e  s e  s i t u e  no t re  t r a v a i l  d 'animation missionnaire.  
Une de rn ie re  impression: heaucoup de c h r e t i e n s  confondent encore 
a c t i o n  missionnai-e e t  a i d e  a u t i e r s  monde. 

Une as s i s t ance  ma t6 r i e l l e  n ' e s t  c e r t e s  pas d d i s s o c i e r  
de l ' a c t i o n  missionnaire mais nous n'avons pas que des biens ma te r i e l s  
d donner e t  2 recevoi r ,  nous avons a u s s i  2 6chanqer nos experiences 
de v i e  de f o i  en ~Bsus -Chr i s t .  J e  connais un ou deux jumelages q u i  
sont  completement bloques pour n ' avo i r  pas compris rpe  l 'bchange d e s  
b iens  ma te r i e l s  s e u l s  ne s u f f i t  pas. 

L 'ac t ion  missionnaire e s t  su r tou t  ouverture aux a u t r e s  par  e t  
au nom de Jesus-Christ .  E l l e  e s t  c e  par tage  de t o u t e s  l e s  r i chesses  
que Dieu a d6posees en t o u t  home,  c a r  t o u t  homme e s t  r i c h e ,  r i c h e  
de Dieu! 

Voild quelques impressions parmi b ien  d ' a u t r e s .  J ' a j o u t e  que 
c e  t r a v a i l  me passionne. >e l ' o n  m'appelle f ide i  dormm ou mission- 
na i r e ,  q u ' i l  en a i t  q u i  s e  r e j o u i s s e n t ,  s ' e tonnent  ou s o i e n t  vexes 
de  ce  missionnuire-en-sem-innverse que j e  s u i s ,  j e  r e s t e  convaincu 
que l ' a v e n i r  de 1 ' E g l i s e  n ' e s t  p lus  dilns l e s  ddparts missionnaires 
en sens unique mais b ien  p lu tBt  en tous  sens avec come  unique 
po in t  de mire Jdsus-Christ.  Et c e l a ,  pour que son regne de pa ix ,  
de j u s t i c e  e t  d'amour a r r i v e  dans l e  monde e n t i e r .  AprBs, qu'importe 
que l e s  missionnaires  s o i e n t  blancs,  jaunes, no i r s  ou rouges... Dieu 
n' a pas de couleur ! " 

R e f :  PEUPLFS DU MONDE, no. 167-nov.1983. 
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,sOCIO-ECUSEUC 07EIDTTICEE (F 'L71E IORIEiG M BRAZIL 

Ren6 Stormacq, CICP!. 

f The Life of  the workers i n  Brazit i s  harsh. I n  t ke  face 
of d i , f f i cu t t i e s  they have but one hope, that  of  the poor who, i n  
the t i gh t  o f  the  Gospet, s tar t  ctosing t h e i r  mnks . )  

I.1hile socio-economic c o n t r a s t s  a r e  not exclusive t o  B r a z i l ,  
t h i s  does not make t h e  qap between t h e  r i c h  and t h e  poor any l e s s  
dramatic . 

Cavier au champagne o r  sewer r a t  with bark: two menus, t h a t  of 
t h e  r i c h  and t h a t  of t h e  poor. While a  columnist of high socie ty  
spends 40 mi l l ion  c ruze i ros  i n  one n ight  i n  t h e  Copacabana Palace t o  
c e l e b r a t e  h i s  t h i r t i e t h  anniversary i n  journalism -- c a v i a r ,  smoked 
salmon, champagne, imported whiskey -- and has t h e  audaci ty  t o  pro- 
cl-aim i n  publ ic  t h a t  a l l  should t i g h t e n  t h e i r  b e l t s  i n  t h i s  period 
of c r i s i s ,  t h e  F o r  people of CBara and of t h e  North East e a t  r a t s  
and l i z a r d s ,  with t h e  bark of t r e e s ,  t o  keep from dying of hunger. 

Vhile t h e  Minister  of Planning and works is ne r~o t i a t ing  B r a z i l ' s  
fore ign debt  which has r i s e n  t o  100 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  t h e  worker, who 
is considered a s  nothing, sees  h i s  wages go down by 20'5, s t a r v a t i o n  
wanes whlch a r e  not even enough t o  f e e d h i s  family. 

There a r e  endless  dramatic examples of despai r  and violence pro- 
voked by the  n i se ry  i n  which 80% of the  populat ion is l i v i n g ,  bu t  we 
s h a l l  simply accompany our f r i e n d  JoZo Elingu6m and l i v e  wi th  him one 
day of h i s  working l i f e  i n  p r i v a t e  construct ion.  JoZo Ningu6m i s  
t h e  man i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  who can be met by t h e  mi l l ions .  They a r e  
without h i s t o r y ,  .par vict ims of t h e  system. It  i s  4  o 'c lock i n  the  
morninq and JoSo i s  a l r e a d ~ j  i n  l i n e  wait ing f o r  t h e  bus t o  t a k e  him 
t o  4 i0  where, he i s  bui ld inq a  luxurious v i l l a .  Ile l i v e s  with h i s  
wife and £cur ch i ld ren  i n  a  tvio romm shack, unfurnished without e i t h e r  
water o r  e l e c t r i c i t y .  A t h r e e  hcur t r i p ,  squeezed, pushed about.  t o  

- 

cover t h e  40 krn t o  Rio. 
N i s  s a l a r v  is  70.000 cn lze i ros  (3.500 BF) bu t  he does not dare . . 

complainfor  f ea r  of los ing  h i s  job. For t e n  hours a  day he loads 
wheelbarrows with cement and concrete.  A t  mid-day, a  h a l f  hour f o r  
a  b i t e  t o  ea t :  i n  h i s  lunchbox, a  l i t t l e  r i c e ,  some black beans and 
a  hard boi led  egg. (Meat he e a t s  twice a  month on a  Sunday with h i s  
fami ly l )  He then continues t o  load h i s  wheelbarrows with cement u n t i l  
5.30. To go home, he walks f o r  ha l f  an hour s o  t h a t  he needs take  
only one bus and a t  the  end of t h e  month, t h a t  adds up t o  5,000 cruz- 
e i r o s  i n  savings.  It is 9.30 i n  t h e  eveninq when he reaches home. 
The chi ldren  a r e  a l ready sleeping.  Exhausted, he doesn' t  have t h e  
courage t o  l i s t e n  t o  Marie who wants t o  t a l k  t o  him about her problems. 
P. cold shower, a  l i t t l e  r i ce . . .  and he f a l l s  as leep  a t  once... Tomorrow 
it a l l  begins again! 

This s h o r t ,  very simple account,  helps us understand why it i s  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  workers t o  organize themselves, t o  perceive t h e  
mechanisms of e x p l o i t a t i o n  and t o  n a r t i c i p a t e  i n  bui ld ing a  more jus t  
and more human soc ie ty .  



Braz i l  is sick.  I t  is suffer ing from a ser ious  d i sease  ca l l ed  
"delusions of qrandeur" on the  p a r t  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  an6 economic 
r u l e r s  of the  country. The victims of t h i s  d i sease  a r e  t h e  l i t t l e  
people who comprise 03% of the  population. They a r e  t h e  workers who 
have no means of defence and who have t o  accept any workin? condi- 
t i o n s  o r  sa lary .  

One may as::: And t h e  unions? The unions e x i s t  but  they a r e  
e n t i r e l y  dependent on t h e  government and on t h e  Winistry of Labour 
which a r e  linked t o  the  management! 

National Secur i ty :  The only law continually i n  vigour t h a t  t h e  
Braz i l i ans  know is  t h e  law on nat ional  secur i ty .  

An attempt a t  organizat ion of labour is threatened by in tervent ion 
because t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  nation a r e  a t  s take .  Unfortunately, t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  nation a r e  those  of t h e  dominant c l a s s ,  which i s  con- 
so l ida t inq  its wealth and rower every day a t  t h e  expense of t h e  work- 
ing c l a s s  and the  people. The vio.Lent and b r u t a l  in tervent ion of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  po l i ce ,  t h e  f e a r  of being f i r e d ,  and t h e  i n e f f i c i e n t  ac t ion  
of t h e  unions t h a t  have so ld  out  t o  t h e  bosses and the  government d i s -  
courage t h e  workers and make it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  u n i t e  and organize. 
A t  p resent  only a small minority a r e  very courageously s t ruggl ing,  
because of the  r i s k s  and t h e  d i sas t rous  consequences, f o r  f r e e  t r a d e  
unionism, f o r  joh secur i ty  and f o r  more jus t  wages. But a t  what pr ice!  
Democracy i n  Braz i l  is sti l l  a dream. 

There is no lack of f a l s e  promises f o r  a b e t t e r  fu tu re ,  but t h e  
r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  the  people a re  hungry. I n  the  Elorth Eas t ,  f o r  f i v e  
years drought has Seen progressively extending its deadly ravages. A 

sub-human race i s  being born because of famine and malnutri t ion.  Infant  
morta l i ty  has reached 25% of a l l  b i r t h s  and it is feared t h a t  i k  w i l l  
reach 40% before a year is out .  A r a d i c a l  ag ra r i an  reform is urgently 
and absolute ly  necessary but it has a l ready been shown t h a t  the  gigan- 
t i c  i r r i g a t i o n  n ro jec t s  planned by t h e  government w i l l  only b e n e f i t ,  a s  
usua l ,  t h e  r i c h  and t h e  mul t inat ional  corporations. 

But a l l  hope is not l o s t .  Salvat ion w i l l  come from t h e  poor (and 
they a r e  many!) The s igns  of hope can already be seen i n  t h e  organ- 
i z a t i o n  of the  people, i n  attempted, f r e e  and genuine t r a d e  unions, and 
i n  the p a r t i e s  of r e a l  onposition. The Church i s  a l s o  present  i n  t h i s  
endeavour. She accepts t h e  challenge, with t h e  promise of the Holy 
S p i r i t .  Based on a new readinq of t h e  Gospel and remaining f a i t h f u l  t o  
Jesus  Chr i s t ,  she has chosen t h e  poor. Not a s  before i n  the s t rugg le  FOR 
t h e  poor with t h e  syrnnathy, wealth and power of the  r i c h ,  but  she has 
chosen the poor because the  Kingdom of Helverr i s  t h e i r s .  She has chosen 
t h e  poor because she can no lonqer stand by and see  so many vict ims,  so 
many deaths  caused by t h i s  c a p i t a l i s t  system, and because t h e  G o d  of Jesus 
C h r i s t  i s  t h ?  God of hope and l i f e .  She has chosen t h e  poor, t h e  l i t t l e  
people. t h e  weak because, a s  f o r  S a i n t  Paul, it is i n  weakness t h a t  the  
p w e r  of God is manifested. 

CFIRONICA C10i,No.10,1983 Bul le t in  of t h e  Scheut Missionaries. 
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