


News: - 
P!ew C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  SVD. Thanks t o  t h e  Soc i e ty  of t h e  Divine Word f o r  

t h e  cop i e s  o f  t h e i r  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  (Eng l i sh  
and Spanish  v e r s i o n ) .  Also f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  documents and t h e  
"Documents from t h e  General  Chapter".  Document No.IX d e a l s  w i t h  "New 
Y i n i s t r i e s " .  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  SEDOS Documentation 
Cent re .  

Congreqat ion f o r  Evange l i z a t i on  of  Peoples:  Among t h e  l i s t  of  members 
up-dated on December 6 ,  

1903, a r e  t h r e e  Supe r io r s  Genera l ;  F r .  S a l v a t o r e  Ca lv i a ,  ?lCCJ., 
F r .  John Baughan, OFM., and Bro; JOSE. Pablo Bas t e r r echea ,  FSC. 

The Church i n  Uganda To-day: Fr. Schrenk W.F. who r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  
from a s i x  week v i s i t  t o  Uganda m e t  a t  

SEDOS S e c r e t a r i a t e  w i t h  a  smal l  group from t h e  Verona P r i e s t s  and 
S i s t e r s ,  M i l l  H i l l ,  t h e  Re l i g ious  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  Hear t  and a 
d ioce san  p r i e s t  from Karamajong, a l l  engaged i n  miss ion i n  Uganda. 
H e  s a v e  an  o b j e c t i v e  and w e l l  ba lanced  account  of h i s  impress ions  of 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e .  He de sc r i bed  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
s i t u s t i o n ,  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  army, t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of g u e r i l l a s  o r  so- 
c a l l e d  g u e r i l l s ,  t h e  r e fugee  problems, t h e  r o l e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  

Deal ing w i th  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church he  spoke of 
v o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  s choo l  system,  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  C a t h o l i c  communities 
and t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  to-day. 

Other a s p e c t s  of t h e  church l i f e  which he  commented on included 
t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  of t h e  Bishops i n  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  l a r g e  pro- 
p o r t i o n  of  young Ugandan p r i e s t s  i n  t h c  presbyterurn,  Af r ican  r e l i g i o u s  
S i s t e r h o o d s ,  t h e  n e a r l y  t o t a l  absence of  ecumenisrn, mar r iage ,  t h e  
Phlslim community and t h e  absence of  r e p r i s a l s  a f t e r  Amin's d e p a r t u r e ,  
t h e  C a t h o l i c  P r e s s ,  t h e  beg inn ing  of a  miss ionary  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  Church, 
t h e  p a u c i t y  of a  Ca tho l i c  p resence  a t  t lakerere  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  growing 
number of r a c i a l l y  mixed communities of p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s ,  and 
devo t i on  t o  Our Lady a s  a c h a r a t e r i s t i c  of t h e  people .  There  was a 
l i v e l y  d i s c u s s i o n  fo l l owing  h i s  n r e s e n t a t l o n  which was v e r y  much appre- 
c i a t e d .  

C o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  Indigenous I n s t i t u t e s ,  Burundi: F r .  Leonard Kaufman, 
t i  .F. h a s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  

w i th  s i x  indiqenous I n s t i t u t e s  i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e i r  C o n s t i t u t i o n s .  There  
may w e l l  b e  a n  example h e r c  o f  p o s s i b l e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  on o t h e r  such 
p r o j e c t s .  See: P e t i t  Echo 1334/2. 

J e s u i t  Y i s s ions  USA, Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  F r .  Simon Smith has  been 
appoin ted  Af r i c a  Co-ordinator o f  t.he J e s u i t  

Refugee Se rv i ce .  He w i l l  b e  s t a t i o n e d  i n  Vairobi., Kenya t o  co-ord ina te  
t h e  work o f  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  nil~nber o f  J e s u i t s  a t  work i n  r e fugee  camps i n  
Chad, E t h i o n i a ,  Tanzania ,  Z a i r e  and Sudan. There a r e  f o u r  and a  h a l f  
miLlj.on r e fugees  i n  Af r i c a .  

Cent re  f o r  I nd i an  and I n t e r  Re l i g ious  St-udies:  Lec tu r e  on  " Incu l -  
t u r a t i o n  and I n t e r -  

R e l i g i o u s  Exper ience"  by F r .  :4ichael Amaladoss, SJ .  on Thursday, 
February 16 a t  5.00 p.m. SATSAIUG meclitat ion on Sa turday ,  February 25 ,  
from 5.00 - 6.00 p.m. ( 2 9 4 ,  Corso V i t t o r i o  Fmmanuele. Te1.65.64.414). 



SEDOS SMINAR - !!ARCH 20 - 24, 1984 
A'T VILLA CAVALLETTI, R0t.n 

fFol lming the  SEDOS Research Semimr o f  1981 the  General Assem- 
b l y  o f  SEmS approved n three-year p r q r m e  o f  res iden t ia l  Seminars 
a t  V i l k  Caval le t t i  t o  study i n  greater d e t a i l  some o f  the key i s sues  
which had emerged there. The third i n  the  ser ies  o f  these Seminars 
h l l  take place a t  V i l l a  Cavnl le t t i  from March 20 t o  March 24, 1884. 
The Zxecutive Comi t tee  of SEgOS decided on t h i s  topic  as being one, 
i f  not t h e ,  most important topic  for missionary I n s t i t u t e s  and those 
e w a p e d  k s s i o n  i n  local churches to-day. A Preparatory Comi t tee  
o f  the  Seminar met a t  SEDOS Secre tmia te  on Jarurmy 31, 1984 and made 
the foZlowinq decisions concerninq the  Seminar). 

A I M  OF THZ SEMINAR 

I t  w i l l  a t tempt t o  i d e n t i f y  and analyse key i s sues  concerning 
e c c l e s i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  a s  these  a f f e c t  missionary i n s t i t u t e s  and the  
l o c a l  Church p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  period following Vatican Council 11. 

The Seminar w i l l  i n d i c a t e  i n  a f i n a l  r epor t  t h e  r e s u l t  of i t s  
ana lys i s  of t h e  i s s u e s  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  and a c t i o n  by t h e  
nlissionary i n s t i t u t e s .  

Prayer: There w i l l  be a s c r i p t u r a l  r e f l e c t i o n  each morning on the  
Seminar theme of m i n i s t r i e s ;  t h e  Euchar is t  w i l l  be ce leb ra ted  

i n  t h e  eveninq a s  the  culminating point  of each day. 

Exper i en t i a l  approach: Following on the  experience of previous seminars 
and t h e  reques ts  of members a s  indica ted  i n  

t h e i r  assessments t h i s  seminar a l s o  w i l l  be  based on an exper i en t i a l  
approach. 

Elethodology: 1 .  Presenta t ion  ~f shared e c e r i e n c e s  of d ive r se  minis- 
t r i e s  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  cont inents .  

2 .  Ref lec t ion  on these  exnericnces i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f :  
Goscel vzilues, 
t h e  e c c l e s i a l  r e a l i t y  to-day, 
t h e  personal  experience and exper t i se  o f  pa r t i c ipan t s .  

3. Drawing up of conclusions which emerge from the  ana lys i s  
and r e f l e c t i o n ,  re levant  t o  missionary I n s t i t u t e s .  

Time-table: The t i m e t a b l e  was f i n a l i s e d  and is  being s e n t  t o  SEDOS 
members and t o  those who have a l ready r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  

Seminar. 

PREPARATORY NEIGHROURHOOD GROUP MEETINGS 

The Executive Committee of SEDOS decided t o  convene t h e s e  meetings 
i n  prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  Seminar. The aim of these  meetings is: 

- t o  sharpen t h e  prospect ive p d r t i c i p a n t s '  understanding of t h e  i s s u e s  
involved, 

- t o  draw up s h c r t  r epor t s  ind ica t ing  t h e i r  concerns, ques t ions ,  hopes 
about m i n i s t r i e s .  



p e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Group Meetings:  The p r e p a r a t o r y  ConImlttee proposes  
t h e  fo l l owing  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  con- 

s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  Group Meetinqs: 

1. Iklhat do you s e e  happening to-day w i t h  r ega rd  t o  m i n i s t r i e s ?  
2. Nhat are t h e  p o s i t i v e  and nega t i veg l enen t s  i n  what you see 

happening? 
3. What do t h e s e  mean t o  you? 

The Group Reports  w i l l  be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e s o u r c e  pe r sons  and 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  Seminar. 

We i n v i t e  p r o s p e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  from o v e r s e a s  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  p roce s s  and. would b e  g l ad  t o  hea r  from you. 

A SUKESTED LIST OF ITEMS FOR 

WSSIBLE CONSULTATION BEFORE THE SEMINAR 

Asian Colloquium on  M i n i s t r i e s  ir. t h e  Church; Honq Kong, 1977. 
(The conc lu s ions  o f  t h i s  Colloc~uium i n  FABC Papers .  iqo.3, a r e  s v a i l -  
a b l e  a t  Sedos: Doc. No.4/2618). 

~emin is rn /  n i n i s t r y /  Pr ies thood ,  Theology Diges t  30, (1982) No.2. 

John  Paul  11, "The Lord ' s  Supper: L e t t e r  t o  Bishops , "  February  24, 
1900, The Pope Speaks 25 (1980) 139-164 

"P reca t i o  F e r i a  V i n  Cena Domini anno 1982 Recur ren te ,  
I l n i v e r s i s  E c c l e s i a e  Sace rdo t i bus  d e s t i n a t a , "  AAS 74 (1982) 521- - 
531 
( P r a y e r  of John Paul  I1 addressed  t o  P r i e s t s ;  Holy Thursday, 1982 
Ava i l ab l e  a t  Sedos) 

O f f i c i a l  M i n i s t r y  i n  a New Age, The J u r i s t  49 (1981) No.2. 

0 ' : la l lev.  John X . .  "Deve lo~ments .  Reforms and Two Grea t  Reformations:  - .  
Towards H i s t o r i c a l  Assessment o f  Vat ican  11," Theo log i ca l  S t u d i e s  
44 (September 19P.3) 373-406 

O'Heara, Thomas F. Theology of  Min i s t r y .  New York, P a u l i s t  P r e s s ,  1983. 

Power. David N. ,  G i f t s  That  D i f f e r :  Lay M i n i s t r i e s  E s t a b l i s h e d  and 
Unes tab l i shed ,  New York, Pueblo 1'180 

The Right  o f  t h e  Cornuni ty  t o  a P r i e s t ,  Concil ium 133 
o t h e r  languages  1 5 3 ) ,  New ~ o r k / ~ d i n h u r g h  1900 

(Eng l i sh  - i n  

Sac r a  Congregat io  p r o  Doct r ina  P i S e i ,  " E p i s t u l a  ad Ecc l e s i ae  C a t h o l i c a e  
Episco?os d e  quibusdam quaes t i on ibus  ad E u c h a r i s t i a e  minis t rum 
s p e c t a n t i b u s , "  AAS 75 ,  3 blovember, 1983, 1001-1009 - 
( A L e t t e r  t o  t h e  Bishops of t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church about  some q u e s t i o n s  
concern ing  t h e  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  Eucha r i s t .  - Ava i l ab l e  a t  Sedos) 

Sch i l l ebeeckx ,  E . ,  -, Cross road ,  
New York 1980 



Rene Dionne, WF 
Michael Fi tzgera ld ,  LIF 

(Un miss ionmire  ne pewt donner a m  autres  q e  ce  que 
ct?ux-ci veutent bien r ecevob .  

Vivre, avec La disponihil i te '  de donner, e s t  su f f i san t  si, en 
mEme temps on e s t  p r d t  d recevoir.) 

I am a guest  i n  a  s t r ange  house, 
but  it is my bro the r ' s  house. 

And so  I may f e e l  s a f e  here 
and enjoy a c e r t a i n  "family" freedom 
t o  make use  of t h e  th ings  my brother  possesses 
and places a t  my d isposal .  

I s h a l l  always be a s t r anger  t o  t h i s  house. 
There a r e  so  may unexpected passages 
leading t o  so  many unsuspected t r easures .  
I had not an t i c ipa ted  such va r i e ty .  

I n  some way, too,  
I s h a l l  always be a s t r anger  t o  my brother .  
Mher  remains o t h e r  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  and must. 
Even t h e  ch i ld  keeps its s e c r e t  from. its mother. 
With time and app l i ca t ion  
I s h a l l  perhaps become l e s s  a s t r a n g e r ,  
but  a  s t r anger  I s h a l l  remain nevertheless 
u n t i l  I d i e .  

Is t h a t  so  bad? 
I have noticed i n  my b r o t h e r ' s  house 
t r e a s u r e s  t h a t  from long acquaintance 
o r  lack  of comparison 
he no longer seems t o  see. 
And i n  t h e  qarden 
I have found a Judas t r e e .  
When i n  passing I point  them o u t ,  
he smiles,  al.most shyly,  i n  t ransparent  p leasure  
t o  see t h e  joy he g ives  me. 
And then unlocks yet  more f o r  me t o  see. 

Once we were merely b ro the r s ,  
bound t cqe the r  by ancient  and e t e r n a l  
t ies  of blood and water. 
NOW we a r e  f r i ends ,  
fused i n  a  deeper way by f i r e ,  
f reed  t o  accept  our need f o r  one another. 



I came here a t  ny b ro the r ' s  c a l l  - 
"Come, helo 11s'' - intending much, 
a  pocketful  of plans. 
I d id  not know he needed me f a r  l e s s  t o  do 
than j u s t  t o  be. 
I worked beside him while he wished it, 
then withdrew, my usefulness  once through, 
when he p o l i t e l y  would not ask it. 

I n  a l l  t h i s  I have learned 
t h a t  though giving c a l l s  f o r t h  giving,  
i f  t h e  g i f t  contains the  g iver  
and does not make t h e  proffered h o q i t a l i t y  
weigh l i g h t e r  i n  t h e  balance, s t i l l  
we can only g ive  t o  o t h e r s  
what i n  f a c t  they would rece ive  
and i n  the  way they would rece ive  it. 

It is enough t o  l i v e  i n  readiness  t o  qive 
i f  we l ikewise l i v e  i n  openness t o  receive.  

Ref. CATALYSTS: Rene ? i o m e ,  blichael F i tzgera ld .  

Dublin: White Fathers  of Africa. Fp. 304,306. 

- end - 

OUR DIVISIONS ARE A SCANDAL 

Ignatius N of Antioch 

,I - - - I  beZieue tha t  when one has censed t o  consider oneseZf a 
witness - 9 mart-me - one hcs ceased loving. In  the soc ie t ies  where 
Zove i s  Zackivq, we must express it, no matter the  cost .  Nobody 
needs p ~ n i s s i o n  t o  Zci~e. One loves and that  i s  ulZ. I t  i s  Zike water 
that  comes , f m m  i t s  sprivq without wo~liiering where it i s  g o i q  when 
it Clads. 

Let us Leave as<& the dogmatic, i n s t i t u t i ona l  and authoritarian 
aspects. The s ta t e  of d iv i s ion  shows t h a t  there i s  somethi?y amiss. 
There must be something i,>rovg ei ther  i n  re l igion i t seLf  or e l se  i n  the  
fai th  o' CF.ri:;t.Lans. I t  gives r i s e  t o  a doubt. With regard t o  those 
mong whom ile l i v e  i n  the !!i;id?e East, Idle must knm that  our div is ions  
are a scnnda?. - ?robably the greatest .  A nood part of the ti~eology of 
the  Christian Chiir~ches has t r ied  t o  j u s t i f y  - a f t e r  the event - the 
bekv iour  ard decisions which harmed Zoue among Christians. 

I a f f i rm  absoluteZy that  a comon witness -i:s the moct important 
t h i w  for everycrre. I t  i s  here chat we must begin. Our d iv i s ion  i s  a 

11 serious e v i l :  we must end i t .  

Ref: iielZo Frclscati - January Z R 4 .  Via Frascati, 49. 



Jan Van Cauwelaert 
President  C.I.M. 

(Monsignor Van Cauwelaert regrets that  the Episcopal Conference 
o f  ,Vicarqua i s  unable t o  nige now, the undivided leadership which it 
gave i n  November of 1979. Then it was able t o  quote John Paul 11 and 
the Episcopal Conference of  Puebla i n  support OF i t s  stand. Local 
Churches and tP& Universal Church have a serious responsibi l i ty  t o  
help Nicaragua. In t h i s  connection the e f f o r t s  of the Christian 
churches i n  the  USA are impressive.) 

- 
La revolut ion  au Nicaraqua ne touche qu'un t o u t  p e t i t  pays de 

1'Amerique Centrale,  ne comptant a peine que deux mi l l ions  e t  demi 
d 'hab i t an t s ,  mais e l l e  e s t  pour l e  monde e n t i e r ,  e t  t o u t  specialenent  
pour 1 ' E g l i s e  un ' t e s t - c a s e ' ,  un revirement poss ib le  de  l ' h i s t o i r e .  

Sa r e u s s i t e  ou son 6chec pourra Btre  d e c i s i f  pour l ' a f f rontement  
des deux grands b locs  qui  d i v i s e n t  l e  monde, ou bien v e r s  une de ten te  
ou b i e n  ve r s  une r a d i c a l i s a t i o n  de  l e u r s  onposi t ions.  
Pour 1 'Eq l i se  c c  s e r a  l a  p i e r r e  de touche de s a  force  1 ibGrat r ice  ou 
l a  nan i fes t a t ion  de  s a  f a i b l e s s e ,  de n ' g t r e  p lus  qu'une re l ique  d 'un 
monde defini t ivement rbvolu. 

La reuss ice  du processus ~Gvolu t ionna i re  en cours s e r a  l a  preuve, 
peut-etre pour l a  premisre f o i s ,  qu'un peuple peut vraiment s ' o rgan i se r  
B p a r t i r  de  l a  base e t  prendre en main son propre p r o j e t  de s o c i e t e  
au se rv ice  des  besoins de  l a  masse, sans dependre d 'une e l i t e  qu i  
decide d e  son s o r t  e t  sans s ' a l l i e r  2 une superpuissance dont  i l d o i t  
su iv re  l a  no l i t ique .  

L 'Egl ise  qrSce B c e t t e  r e u s s i t e  pourra demontrer que l o i n  d ' 0 t r e  
l'opium pour l e  peuple, une force  a l i enan te ,  e l l e  e s t  au c o n t r a i r e  
l ' e s p o i r  des  pauvres e t  des opprimbs e t  qu 'en son s e i n  l 'Evanqi le  n 'a  
pas perdu son dynamisme subversif  cont re  t o u t  pouvoir q u i  abuse cles 
pauvres au p r o f i t  des  r i ches ,  c o m e  l e  c h n t a i t  l a  Vierge, son modsle: 
" I 1  a j e t e  l e s  pu i s san t s  B bas de l e u r s  t rdnes  e t  il a &lev6 l e s  
humhles;:lesaffom6s il l e s  a c o ~ b l b s  de b iens  e t  l e s  r i c h e s  il l e s  a 
renvoyes l e s  mains vides.  

Wais l ' dchec  du processus r6volut ionnai re  renforcera a u s s i  bien 
l ' imperial isme de gauche que d e  d r o i t .  

L'imperialismc de gauche y trouvera l a  confirmation qu'une 
revolut ion  au p r o f i t  des pauvres ne peut s l B t a b l i r  que grace a une purge 
v io len te  de  tou tes  l e s  forces  r e a c t i o n m i r e s  inconver t i ssables  d 
l ' e tabl i ssement  de l a  d i c t a t u r e  dn p r o l e t a r i a t  aux mains d 'un  p a r t i  
central . is6 e t  t o t a l i t a i r e  e t  ne p u r r a  s e  manifester  qc'avec l ' a p p u i  du 
p r o l e t a r i a t  monciial represent6 par  l a  super-puissance souviet ique avec 
s e s  a l l i e s .  

L'imperialisme d e  d r o i t  y t rouvera  l a  confirmation que t o u t e  t rans-  
fo rna t ion  de l a  s o c i e t b ,  qu i  s 'Bcar te  de son rnodele l i b e r a l  e t  
c a p i t a l i s t e ,  ne peut s e  r e a l i s e r  sans l ' a b o l i t i o n  de t o u t e  l i b e r t b  



i nd iv idue l l e  e t  sans const i tue ' r  une menace pour l e  monde soi-disant  
l i b r e  e t  democratique e t  w e  l e  seu l  remede e s t  de s ' y  opposer avec 
tou tes  l e s  forces  meme n i l i t a i r e s  avant q u ' i l  ne s o i t  t r o p  t a rd .  

L 'Eglise y  p e r d r a i t  t o u t e  s a  c r e d i b i l i t e  auprss des nasses 
ma jo r i t a i r e s  des  pauvres. E l l e  s e r a i t  consideree par eux c o m e  
1 1 a l l i 6 e  des  pu i s san t s  e t  des  r i ches ,  l e g a r a n t d e  l e u r s  p r iv i lPges ,  
que l a  revolut ion  devra e x t i r p e r  pour pouvoir r e u s s i r .  

En ce moment n i  l a  r e u s s i t e  n i  l ' echec  e s t  decide. Les tens ions  
de  l ' i n t e r i e u r  e t  l ' ag ress ion  de l ' e x t e r i e u r  peuvent l a  f a i r e  echouer. 
Mais l e  dialoque de  t o u t e s  l e s  fo rces  v ives  de  l a  s o c i e t e ,  t o u t  en 
s e  s i t u a n t  a l 1 i n t 6 r i e u r  de  l a  revolut ion ,  e t  l ' a r r s t  de t o u t e  
aggression auss i  b ien  (5conomi~ue que m i l i t a i r e  peuvent encore l a  f a i r e  
r e u s s i r .  

L ' a t t i t u d e  de  1 'Eq l i se  l o c a l e  e t  un ive r se l l e  pourra y  jouer un 
r d l e  d e c i s i f .  S i  e l l e  s'oppose d l a  revolut ion  e t  ne condamne pas 
avec tou ta  son autoritc? l ' agqress ion,  e l l e  contr ibuera beaucoup B 
son echec. 0.1 b ien  e l l e  renforcera par  son opposi t ion l e s  elements 
radicaux presents  dans l e  rsgime e t  a f f a i b l i r a  l ' ouver tu re  Bdmocratique 
encore ma jo r i t a i r e  par l 'eloignernent des ch re t i ens  m i l i t a n t s  dans 
l e s  organisa t ions  de l a  base. 0.1 bien  e l l e  cont r ibuera  l a  chute 
du reqirne t o u t  en soutenant a i n s i  l a  r e i n s t a l l a t i o n  d'un regime 
t o t a l i t a i r  de  d r o i t ,  s eu l  capable de  prendre l a  r e l s v e  cont re  l e s  
f o r c e s  revolut ionnai res  de l 'opposi t ion .  

Mais si e l l e  appe l l e  tous  l e s  f i d s l e s ,  comme e l l e  l ' a v a i t  f a i t  
en novenbre 1979, d p a r t i c i p e r  loyalement au processus rdvolut ionnai re  
sand in i s t e  e t  5 accepter  genereusement l e s  s a c r i f i c e s  inBvitables s i  
on veut  r e l e v e r  l a  rnasse des  pauvres de  l e u r  s i t u a t i o n  miserable, 
e l l e  pourra t o u t  en  appujrant l a  revolut ion ,  prevenir  q u ' e l l e  ne 
tourne vers  une d i c t a t u r e  t o t a l i t a i r e .  La presence massive des 
ch re t i ens  dans l e s  organisa t ions  de  l a  base l u i  donnera l a  p o s s i b i l i t e  
d'accompagner l e  processus d 'une manisre synpathique e t  en meme temps 
c r i t i q u e  C l a  lurniere de  1'Evangile. 

L'Eglise u n i v e r s e l l e  e t  outes  nos Egl ises  l o c a l e s  pourront 
exhorter  l e s  f i d e l e s  2 s'opposer ii l a  p o l i t i q u e  agqressive de  l e u r s  
gouvrrnfoants,comme l a  hierarchic de 1 'Eq l i se  des  E t a t s  Unis nous en 
a  donne l'exemple. De plus  e l l ~ s  mettront  en s iqne  Be s o l i d a r i t e  d 
l a  d i s p o s i t i o n  du peuple hlicaraguen tou tes  l e s  ressources  en personnel 
e t  en gquipement de nos milieux chr6 t i ens  dont i l s  on t  besoin. 
Ainsi l e  r6gime ne sera  pas accule C dependre unilatCralement, e taen  
sub i r  l ' i n f l ~ i e n c e ,  4e  1 'apnui des d i c t a t u r e s  de l ' e s t .  

Nicaraoua pourra a l o r c  devenir  un l i e n  de -encontre des deux blocs  
ideoloqiquement o p ~ o s l s .  L'I3glise p u t  y t rouver  une ouverture pour 
e v a n q 8 l i s e r l e  muvenbnt r€?>5lu t ionna i re  moncjial, e t  pour conver t i r  nos 
democraties s o i ' d i s a n t e s  l i h r e s  5 une s o l i d a r i t e  e f f i c i e n t e  avec l e s  
pays uauvres, q u ' e l l e s  n 'ont  que t r o p  souvent exp lo i t e s  e t  p r ives  de  
l e u r s  l i b e r t b s .  



L'Eglise repondrai t  a i n s i  d s a  vocation d'annoncer l e  Royaume 
de  Dieu, c o m e  l ' e c r i v a i e n t  l e s  EvOques d e  Nicaragua en  novembre 1979: 
"Nous vivons aujourd 'hui  dans not re  pays une occasion exceptionnelle  
de temoigner du Royaume de Dieu e t  de l 'annoncer. Ce s e r a i t  une 
grave i n f i d e l i t 6  Z l 'Evangile  que Be l a i s s e r  passer ,  pour des motifs  
de  c r a i n t e  e t  de soupGon, a cause de  l ' i n s b c u r i t e  q e  f a i t  n a I t r e  en 
c e r t a i n s  l e  processus r a d i c a l  d e  chancjement s o c i a l ,  d cause de l a  
defense des  p e t i t s  e t  de grands i n t e r e t s  ind iv idue l s ,  l ' ex igence  
a c t u e l l e  de  concr6t iser  c e t t e  p r i o r i t 6  pour l e s  pauvres que reclament 
de  nous a u s s i  b ien  Jean Paul I1 que l a  Conference episcopale d e  
Puebla ." 
On ne peut que r e q r e t t e r  cpe l a  Conference episcopale de Nicaragua 
ne rappel le  pas p lus  souvent dans l a  s i t u a t i o n  tendue a c t u e l l e  ces  
pa ro les  prophetiques p lus  v r a i e s  que jamais, e t  que devant l e s  
d i f f l c u l t e s  q u ' e l l e  a v a l t  prevues e t  annoncees e l l e  n 'opte pas p 9s 
pour l e  dialogue au l i e u  de  donner l ' i n p r e s s i o n  de s ' a l l i e r  avec 
l 'opposi t ion .  Cet te  opposi t ion ne peut pr6senter  aucune a u t r e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  que l e  r e tour  d l a  S i c t a t u r e  d e  d r o i t ,  seule  capable de 
renverser  un reqime encore soutenu par les masses e t  de mater l a  
r e s i s t ance  pupulaire q u i  en s u i v r a i t ,  une a l t e r n a t i v e  t o u t  oppusee 
2 ce que l a  hierarchic pretend defendre au nom de  1'Evangile. 

- f i n  - 

MARIANELLA GARCIA: 

SORELLA DEGLI OPFRZSSI 

( I %  nome d i  PdaricneLLa i7aroia sara' ormai per sempre Legato a 
queLLo rleZlrarcivescovo Oscar A. Romero. Due mctentici  c r i s t i a n i  
che hanno fat to  una scel ta  d i  campo: i ooveri; urn sceZta che d 
costata Loro La v i t a .  Cue "conver~t i t i"  che Fanno saputo vivere ed 
essere "conf' q Z i  uLtiw: proprio come GesLi d i  hlazareth. 

Fientrd neL suo paese per L'tiZtim voLta nel geiznaio deLZo scorso 
anno per ottenere le  prove saZl'uso d?: zrmi aZ fosforo contro Le 
popo Lazioni inerrni. Passava d i  v i  L Lcggio i n  viiLaggio acco Lta con 
profonda amnirazione daZZa qente, la s tessa che nzrtriva per Romeno 
IL 13 marzo venne cat t t imta dai  soZdati: per 14 o1.e rirnase neLZe Loro 
mani. Venne ~Ltr'aggiata, tol'turnta, violentatu e poi uccisa. "1l7on 
c i  importa - avevu de t to  E,larianeZLir nsZ suo ultimo articoLo apparso 
suZ giormLe spngnol-o EL PaZs-che c i  chiumino sovversivi ,  t rad i tor i  
JeLLa patria; non c i  importar*, qLi u r e s t i  e Le vessazioni che abbia- 
rno pat i to  pen di,"cndere i p r i ~ i o z i e r i  p o l i t i c i .  ..Contimianio a Lottare 
con La voce e con Ln psnna e cor; i Z  pensiero certo  angosc-iante che 
vossa arrivare Ln morte". ) 

Ref. Nigrizia: Gennaio 1984. rlicolo Fozzo, 1; 57129 'Jerona, 



EXPERIENCES AND RESUITS TWITH 

BA5E ECCLESIAL COMMLTNITIES I N  BUR'JEDI 

(La dhezoppernent des comrmnautds eccZdsiaZes de base varie  
seZon Zes continents, Zes pays e t  Leo EpZises ZocaZes. CeZZes 
dlAfr icpe ne sont pas Zes rnzrnes p ' e n  Arndrique Zatine. - Cepedant, 
Mgr BLfRURI ncus i d i q u e  une caractdrist ique c o m n e :  zes comnau tds  
de base ne sont pus une structure propose'@ par la hidrarchie, mais 
~ Z u t d t  des w m n m t e ' s  natureZZes atver tes  uu Christ .)  

The Bishop of Rururi ,  t h e  rlost Revererd R.  Bududira, recent ly  
presented a s u m a r y  of t h e  e igh t  years '  experience with l o c a l  base 
e c c l e s i a l  comnunities, which a r e ,  he s t a t e s ,  communities of f a i t h  
a t  t h e  base of t h e  huaan community. The reyor t  was given i n  t h e  
diocesan b u l l e t i n ,  "Exchanqes", published fo r  t h e  exchange of pas to ra l  
experiences. 

Bishop Bududira s t a t e s  t h a t  such base e c c l e s i a l  communities i n  
Africa a r e  not a s t r u c t u r e  proposed by the hierarchy,  but  na tu ra l  
communities open t o  C h r i s t .  The pas to ra l  minis t ry  must t ake  t h e  
African comnunity context i n t o  considerat ion.  " In  our v i l l a g e s " ,  
sa id  t h e  Bishon, "on t h e  mountain s lopes  and on t h e  summits, everyone 
knows one another. In terpersonal  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  charac ter ized  by 
spontaneity;  they  a r e  not s tud ies  o r  conventional; it is a na tu ra l  
sponteneity. 

"The r e l a t i o n s  among t h e  members of t h e  community a r e  character-  
r i z e d  by mutual a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  cases of  acc idents ,  of s ickness  o r  
of o the r  misfortunes. The s o l i d a r i t y  t h a t  can be witnessed on t h e  
occasions of marriages, b i r t h s ,  funera l s ,  e t c . ,  i n  shar ing  expenses, 
demonstrat 3 t h a t  t h i s  r e a l i t y  i s  st i l .1  present .  

"rIaving become Chr i s t i an ,  our na tu ra l  communities w i l l  be 
c e n t r e s  of c h a r i t y  without s o c i a l  o r  clandish b a r r i e r s .  . . they w i l l  
he supported by houe, by t h e  promotion and i n t e g r a l  development of 
t h e  human person. 

These corn-unities, and only these ,  can be euangelized, homes and 
hear ths  capable of d i f fus inq  t h e  f a i t h  (EM 5 0 ) .  

"But t h e  a s s imi la t ion  of  t h e  values of t h e  human family ( i n  t h e  
communitarian sense) on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  family of Cad, cannot b e  
brought t o  a successful  conclusion without pedagogy. Therefore, from 
the very o u t s e t  of t h e  p a s t o r a l  minis t ry  t o  base e c c l e s i a l  communities, 
it was considered necessary t o  make a choice of a method. 

Method: "Since 1975, a concrete methcd has been adopted both a t  t h e  
l e v e l  of  human s i t u a t i o n s  a s  well a s  those of t h e  f a i t h .  The 

p a s t o r a l  plan has followed these  l i n e s  of ac t ion:  



a. Analysis of the  l ived  s i t u a t i o n  of each community on t h e  human 
l e v e l  i n  a l l  i t s  dimensions. 

b. I n i t i a t i o n  of a c r i t i c a l  awareness and commitment f o r  t h e  t ransfor-  
- r a t i o n o f t h e  condit ions t h a t  a r e  judged t o  be l e s s  human o r  less 

i n  conformity t o  t h e  exigencies nf t h e  Gospel. 

c.  Education f o r  openness t o  t h e  mater ia l  and s p i r i t u a l  needs of 
o the r s ,  both individuals  and/or groups. 

d. Concrete i n v i t a t i o n  t o  commitment t o  s o c i a l  o r  e c c l e s i a l  community 
p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  base e c c l e s i a l  community, t h e  pa r i sh ,  
t h e  loca l  Church (diocesan) o r  t h e  Universal Church". 

SOME RESULTS 

Anonq t h e  r e s u l t s  achieved--some v i s i b l e ,  and o the r s  perhaps 
more important but l e s s  palpable, Bishop Budildira speaks of t h e  l i f e  
of f a i t h ,  t h e  announcement of the  Word of God, openness t o  s p i r i t u a l  
n e c e s s i t i e s  i n  genera l ,  t o  e f f e c t i v e  c h a r i t y  and t o  human promotion. 

"Reading of t h e  Bord of God and meditation on i t  a r e  prac t iced  by 
many Chr i s t i an  fami l ies .  Reflect ions on 

t h e  Word of God made a t  base c o m n i t y  meetings o r  a t  t h e  specia l ized  
movements of t h e  apos to la te  of t h e  l a i t y  a r e  f requent ly  taken t o  
t h e i r  homes f o r  f u r t h e r  considerat ion and discussion.  

'Self of t h e  base e c c l e s i a l  community has a l s o  produced 
o t h e r  f r u i t s :  an increase  i n  the  number of cate-  

chumens, both youno people and a d u l t s ;  r e tu rn  t o  the  Chr i s t i an  l i f e  
of many couples i n  c e r t a i n  c n m n i t i e s ,  ce leb ra t ion  of t h e  Iiord, 
accompanied by prayers i n  t h e  homes on t h e  occasions o f  f e a s t s ,  wedd- 
ings ,  b i r t h s ,  v i g i l s  a t  t h e  bedside of t.he s i c k ,  a t  funera ls  o r  
during periods o f  mourning, e t c .  

Eucharist :  " A l l  t h e  members of our communities f e e l  t h e  need t o  gather  
around t h e  Euchaxist. Unfortunately, they cannot do t h i s  

very o f t e n  because of t h e  small number of p r i e s t s .  Thus, some comun- 
i t i e s  have selected. a s  a p r i o r i t y ,  t h e  making o f  g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  t o  
arouse p r i e s t l y  vocations.  The seminarians a r e  supported by prayers 
and a l s o  by economic cont r ibut ions .  During t h e  1081/8? academic year ,  
Chr i s t i ans  donated some f i v e  tons  of d r i e d  foods t o  t h e  Minor Seminary. 
And t h i s  year ,  t h e  communities of seven of the  t h i r t e e n  pa r i shes  have 
sen t  th ree  tons  of d r i e d  foods, 400 l i t e r s  o f  palm o i l  and 25,000 
f rancs  worth of o the r  mater ia ls  t o  t h e  seminary. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  communities a r e  aware of t h e i r  own s p i r i t u a l  
needs does not c lose  t h e  community i n  u w n  i t s e l f .  They know t h a t  they 
belono t o  a g rea t  family t h a t  extends beyond nat ional  boundaries. And 
al l .  ce leb ra te  World I.lission Day with t h e  cont r ibut ion  of prayer and 
mater ia l  ass is tance .  The c o l l e c t i o n  t h i s  year brought i n  t h e  sum of 
344,904 f rancs ,  t h a t  is,  1.8 f rancs  per  Chr is t ian .  

Periphery: "The communities of t h e  p e r i p h e q  regions ,  where t h e r e  i s  
a g rea t  i n f l u x  of immigrants, organize a system f o r  receiv- 

ing t h e s e  immigrants i n  o rde r  t o  he lp  i n t e g r a t e  them i n t o  t h e  community. 



They a s s i s t  them i n  cons t ruct ing  houses and i n  c u l t i v a t i n g  the  f i e l d s ,  
s o  t h a t  they can have a harvest  a f t e r  one year. 

"In add i t ion  t o  a s s i s t ance  t o  the  aged o r  t o  the  s i c k ,  t o  he lp  
them t o  remain s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of food s t u f f s  annually 
amounts t o  a value o f  about 1,265,840 f rancs .  This i s  dest ined t o  
pay f o r  the  education of younc people whose parents  have no means, f o r  
court  c o s t s  o f  poor persons who have t o  go t o  law t o  g e t  back t h e i r  
cows o r  goats  t h a t  have been s t o l e n ;  a l s o ,  f o r  obtaining const ruct ion  
mate r i a l s  f o r  bui ld ing small houses f o r  t h e  sitzk o r  t h e  indigent ;  t o  
pay f o r  t r a n s p r t a t i o n  c o s t s  o r  medical a s s i s t ance  t o  t h e  s i c k  and 
t h e  poor, and f o r  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of pr isoners  e tc .  

"The concern t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  obs tac les  t o  s p i r i t u a l  and mate r i a l  
p r g r e s s ,  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  f ind  means i n  order  t o  improve the  S i t u a t i o n  
of l i f e ,  t o  c o r r e c t  mistakes o r  f i l l  i n  Voids keep our  communities i n  
a s i t u a t i o n  of growing v i t a l i t y " .  

Ref: F ides ,  June 18,  1983. 

- end - 

AFRICAH CHAETER OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
ON 5ELIGION AA'D PEACE 

The Super Powers should s top feeding Africa wi th  m s :  African 
chirches ard 

rel igious  leaders have also s t a ~ t e d  t o  cltallenge t he i r  gmermen t s  
spending on unaments. An African chapter of  the World Conference 
on Religion and Peace was recentl!r formed when 150 delegates, including 
Christians, Jews, Jains, Btddhists, Con,Fzicianists, !4usZims, Hindus, 
Shintois ts  and Sikhs rret i n  Nairobi for 5 days. They said the  chaclvhes 
could no longer confine thcmselvcs t o  pastoraZ a c t i v i t i e s  but must 
face the  politic?aZ, social and economic issues  ref lected i n  problems 
of  povert!y,refuaees, tribalism, corruption, arms i tpor ta t ion  and 
mili tarism, mat-nutrition and the v io la t ion  o? &man r igh ts .  

They noted tha t  22 of the world's 36 poorest countries are i n  
A'frica, and that  6 out of every 1 0  Africar, chi ldi~en went t o  bed h n g r y  
every night. The delegattzs strongly c r i t i c i z ed  increased mi l i t a ry  
spending, which forced people t o  rjo without basic needs, and said that  
greed ard ambition among some African pol i t ic ians  has resulted i n  
t he i r  faiLure t o  serve tke  people ~ i h o  put them ,in o f f i c e .  The 4 th  
Assembly of the iirCRP w i l l  be held i n  Nairobi i n  August, 1984. 

Ref: Mission Intercom. No.IBd,Oct. '83. 1233 Lmrence S t . ,  N.E 
Nashington, D. C. 



THE m E  CF mslm 

David J. Bosch 

(La Mission, cuj'ourd'hui, s e  fondet-e2le  sur l e  grand c o m n d e  
m a t  de Mt.28,29 ou a-t-ells d t d  compldtde par un autre passage de 

c 2 ' ~ c r i t u r e ,  LC. ?. 28-19. ? En consdquence, somnes-nats en prdsence 
de d e m  posit ions rdductionnistes, l 'une i n t e rpre ' t a t  k mission de 
LtEglise en catdgories strictemezt  dvangdliques, l 'autres  faisant 
appel 2 des cate'gories de l ihdration.  Le Sdminaire de Rechewhe de 
SEDOS a es6ayd d16v i ter  ce d i l e m e .  I2 nous semble que l a  d e c k r a t w n  
du CM4E sur Za mis6ion e t  l ' e ' vaqdl i sa t ion  en a f a i t  de mcme. Le 
Dr. BOSCH e s t  rddacteur en chef de l a  revue "Missiorzzlia" e t  professeur 
de Missiozogie c?ltUniversitd dtAfrique du Sud, d Pretoria.) 

"Therefore go and make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  na t ions ,  
bapt iz ing  them i n  t h e  name of t h e  Father  and of 
t h e  Son and of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  and teaching them 
t o  observe everythinq I have commanded you. And 
su re ly ,  I w i l l  be with you always, t o  t h e  very  end 
of t h e  age. " 

Matthew 28: 19.20. 

Ever s ince  William Carey published h i s  Enquiry i n t o  the  OblGa- 
t w n s  of Christians t o  Use Means for the  Conversion of  the  Heathens 
i n  1972, P ro tes tan t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  have tended t o  regard t h e  Great 
Comission,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Matthean vers ion ,  a s  t h e  Magna Carta of 
missions. To many Pro tes tan t s ,  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  evangel ica ls ,  
t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of t h e  Great Commission apoears t o  be self-evident .  
I t  is even a t  t imes c i t e d  a s  t h e  so le  s c r i p t u r a l  foundation f o r  
mission. 

The Great Commission: We need t o  remember, however, t h a t  it is m i n l y  
i n  Anglo-Saxon Protes tant  missionary h i s t o r y  

t h a t  we f i n d  t h i s  cons i s t en t  appeal t o  Matthb, 28:19. In  con t inen ta l  
missionary c i r c l e s  t h e  appeal t o  t h e  Great Commission has never 
occupied so  c e n t r a l  a  pos i t ion .  This  can, perhaps, be a t t r i b u t e d  i n  
p a r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  two major e a r l y  appeals  f o r  a  missionary 
involvement ~ u b l i s h e d  on the  European continent  during t h e  17th century, 
t h e  Great Comiss ion played a very minor ro le .  

I am here r e f e r r i n g ,  respect ive ly ,  t o  Justus Heurnius of Holland 
who, i n  1649, wrote h i s  DeZegntiontmangeZica a? Indos capessenda 
admonitio ("An exhortat ion,  worthy of considerat ion,  t o  embark upon a 
P ro tes tan t  mission t o  (Eas t )  Indians") ,  and t o  t h e  German J u s t i n i a n  
von \\!el2 who, i n  t h e  year 1664, published a pamphlet i n  which he urged 
t h e  founding of a  Lutheran missionary socie ty .  Both these  publ ica t ions  
p r e d a t e d  Carey's Enquiry; t h e  one by 174 years ,  the o ther  by 138. 

Both s e t  t h e  c a l l  t o  mission i n  a  much wider b i b l i c a l  context  than 
d id  Carey, f o r  whom t h e  e n t i r e  b i b l i c a l  argument centred on t h e  question 
of whether the  commission given 11y the  r i s e n  Lord t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  was 
s t i l l  bindinq on Chr i s t i ans  of h i s  day. Carey was,of course, r e s p n d -  
ing t o  t h e  arguments of o t h e r s  who denied t h a t  t h e  Great Commission was 
s t i l l  of force .  A s  such, h i s  polemical and one-sided appeal t o  t h e  Great 
Conunission was understandable. 



B i b l i c a l  Foundation f o r  Mission? Subsequent generat ions of Anglo- 
Saxon miss ionar ies  and missionary 

spskesmen have, however, tended t o  m i s s  t h e  point  t h a t  Carey had 
invoked t h e  Great Commission i n  t h e  context  of p0temiCS. To them, 
t h e  Great Commission cons t i tu ted  t h e  major b i b l i c a l  foundation f o r  
mission. This  i s  t r u e ,  even today, of vany conservative evangel ica ls ,  
~ a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  where they tend t o  respond t o  a l l  - 
quest ions about t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of mission with a s ing le  answer: 
"The r i s e n  Lord has commanded i t ! "  Their  s c r i n t u r a l  reference ,  t ime 
and again,  i s  Matthew 28:19. 

W n g  exponents of church growth, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
wr i t ings  of t h a t  doyen of t h e  movement, Donald McGavran, M a t t h  28:19 
provides not only t h e  major b i b l i c a l  foundation f o r  mission, but a l s o  
s i g n i f i c a n t  guidel ines  a s  t o  t h e  missionary methods which should be 
adopted. Such guidel ines  a r e  s a i d  t o  be l a i d  down i n  two r e spec t s  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  

F i r s t ,  says i.lcGavran, t h e  Great Commission d i s t ingu i shes  between 
"disc ip l ing"  which means leading people t o  a f i r s t  commitment t o  C h r i s t ,  
and "perfec t ing" ,  which means "teaching them t o  observe everything 
(Jesus has) commanded (them) . " 

Secondly, t h e  Great Commission c l e a r l y  ind ica tes  t h a t  we ought 
t o  approach people a s  d i f f e r e n t  homogeneous u n i t s ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  what 
t h e  phrase p n t a  t a  ethne ( " a l l  t h e  nat ions")  means. I s h a l l  r e tu rn  
t o  YcGavran's f i r s t  poin t  l a t e r .  

I t  i s ,  f o r  t h e  present ,  important t o  note t h a t ,  o a t s i d e  t h e  
c i r c l e s  of evanqel ica l i sn ,  t h e  Great Commission is beginning t o  lose  
much o f  i ts  p i v o t a l  s igni f icance .  A s  a matter  of f a c t ,  it may even 
be s a i d  t h a t ,  i n  some places ,  the  Great Commission has been supple- 
mented by another s c r i p t u r a l  nassage, Luke 4:lR-19. To many people, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  touched by l i h a r a t i o n  theology, t h i s  passage 
c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  summation of t h e  church 's  mission, i n  much t h e  same 
way a s  t h e  Great Commission does f o r  evangelicals .  We a r e  thus  con- 
f ronted  with two reduct ion i s t  pos i t ions ;  t h e  one i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  
church 's  n i s s ion  exclus ively  i n  narrow evange l i s t i c  ca tegor ies ,  t h e  
o the r  i n  l i b e r a t i o n i s t  categories. 

Granted t h a t ,  one might he excused f o r  assuming t h a t  my choice 
of t h e  Great Commission r a t h e r  than Jesus '  words i n  t h e  Nazareth 
synagogue a s  the  t e x t  f o r  t h i s  s e n o n  places  me f a i r l y  and square1 
i n  t h e  camp of those who de f ine  mission exclus ively  a s  evangelism. 3 
Whether such an assumption is  cor rec t ,  w i l l ,  I hope, become c l e a r  i n  
due course. 

Contextual izat ion:  I n  h i s  regular  Sunday sermon, t h e  preacher is 
normally not ab le  nor supposed t o  t a k e  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  

i n t o  h i s  "workshop" and reveal  t o  them, i n  d e t a i l ,  how he has planed and 
f i t t e d .  together  t h e  many "raw mater ia ls"  i n  prepara t ion  f o r  h i s  sermon. 
H i s  l i s t e n e r s  hear only  the  f in i shed  product l u c i d ,  eloquent and 
persuasive,  o r  perhaps more customarily, i l l o g i c a l ,  d u l l  and unconvin- 
cing. They evaluate  only t h e  f i n a l  product,  not t h e  process by which 
it came t o  completion. The l i s t e n e r s  - on t h e  whole - simply accept ( o r  
r e fuse  t o  accept!) t h a t  t h e  preacher has been f a i t h f u l  i n  h i s  handling 
o f  h i s  "raw mater ia ls ."  

This  occasion, however, d i f f e r s  i n  s eve ra l  respects  from t h a t  o f  a 
regular  Sunday service .  It is  the re fo re  perhaps j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  allow 



you a glimpse i n t o  my workshop, o r ,  t o  dispense with the  metaphor, 
t o  admit my presupposi t ions.  

Presuppositions: I accept ,  together  wi.th mst scho la r s ,  t h a t  t h e  
Gospel of Matthmd was wr i t t en  by a Jew, some time 

a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of Jerusalem i n  70 AD. This  was a period of dramatic 
change i n  Judaism, a change from which t h e  Jewish Chr i s t i an  community 
could sca rce ly  have enjoyed immunity. From then on t h e  Jewish f a i t h  
would be without gecqraphical cen t re ;  indeed, a l l  Judaism would be 
of t h e  Dispersion. I n  Jamnia, i n  western Pa les t ine ,  the  Sanhedrin 
was recons t i tu ted  on a purely s p i r i t u a l  bas is .  I n  t h e  course of 
t ime,  probably i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s  of t h e  f i r s t  century,  t h e  Jewish 
prayer known a s  t h e  Eiqhteen Benedictions was expanded t o  include an 
e x t r a  sec t ion  i n  which Chr is t ians  ("Nazarenes") and h e r e t i c s  (minim) 
were anathematized. From t h a t  moment Jewish Chr i s t i ans ,  many of hom 
had continued t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Jewish synagogue worship, 
were irrevocably excluded from it. 

I n  these  c r u c i a l  years ,  Jewish C h r i s t i a n i t y  - which up t o  t h a t  
time had i n  many respec t s  resembled one of t h e  severa l  Jewish s e c t s  - 
was dr iven t o  redef ine  i t s  i d e n t i t y .  Would i t s  f u t u r e  l i e  with 
Judalsm? This ,  i n  t h e  long run, would mean accepting,  a s  t h e  Ebionites  
d id  in  subsequent decades, t h a t  Jesus  was l i t t l e  more than a remark- 
ab le  prophet o r  a new :"loses. Would i ts  fu tu re  l i e  with g e n t i l e  
Chr i s t i an i ty?  This would, i n  the  course of t ime,  e n t a i l  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  
of Jewish i d e n t i t y .  

These were a l s o  t h e  i s sues  Matthew's community faced - a church 
t h a t   roba ably l ived  somewhere i n  Syr ia ,  i n  a predominantly g e n t i l e  
environment. I t  was a precarious exis tence  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  between 
increas inoly  h o s t i l e  Jews anr? a s  ye t  a l i e n  g e n t i l e s .  Here rlatthew 
s e t  about wr i t ing  h i s  aospel ,  with the  c l e a r  i n t e n t i o n  of o f f e r i n g  
quidance t o  h i s  hard-pressed f lock.  I I i s  method was t o  r ewr i t e  t h e  
s to ry  of Jesus ,  with cons i s t en t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of w r i t t e n  and o r a l  
t r a d i t i o n s .  While remaining t r u e  towhat  had been del ivered  t o  him, 
he nevertheless composed h i s  gospel i n  such a way a s  t o  make it 
resonate  f o r  h i s  own community. 

Today we would say  t h a t  Yatthew "contextual ised" the  s t o r y  of Jesus  
of Nazareth. And 

i f  we take  t h e  incarnation se r ious ly ,  t h i s  is  t h e  most log ica l  th ing  
he cculd have done! A gospel ,  which is  a verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  of what 
Jesus  s a i d  and d id  more than a generat ion e a r l i e r ,  would be a doce t i c ,  
not an incarnat ional  gospel.  'tatthew's gospel the re fo re  d i sc loses  t o  
us not only Jesus ,  but a l s o  ilatthew and h i s  corimunity. I n  speaking 
of t h e  condj.tions and a c t i v i t i e s  of those who accompanied Jesus  on h i s  
way t o  t h e  c ross ,  the  evangel is t  is speaking t o  t h e  church of h i s  own 
time. Paul ?linear i s  cor rec t  when he s t a t e s  " t n a t  i? t h e  e a r l y  Church 
t h e  s t o r i e s  of t h e  d i s c i p l e s  were n o n a l l y  understood a s  archetypes 
of t h e  dilemmas and oppor tuni t ies  t h a t  l a t e r  Chr i s t i ans  experienced. 
Each Gospel Yericope became a paradigm with a message f o r  t h e  Church, 
because each Chr i s t i an  had inher i ted  a r e i a t i o n s h i g  t o  Jesus  s imi la r  
t o  t h a t  of James and John and the  others:'-' 

Natural ly,  i f  t h i s  was t rue  o f  t h e  e a r l y  church, it i s  equal ly  
t r u e  of us.  We have, of course, t o  t ranspose ourselves t o  Matthew's 
f i r s t  century community and read those s t o r i e s  a s  he intended them t o  



be understood by h i s  f i r s t  readers.  We then have t o  r e i n t e r p r e t  t h e  
s t o r i e s  f o r  our own context  a s  wel l .  The h i s to ry  o f  Jesus with h i s  
d i s c i p l e s  is foundational and paradiqmatic, and a s  such it nourishes 
a d  challenges us i n  t h e  present .  Fa i th ,  s a i d  Kierkegaard, is 
rea l i zed  i n  contemporaneity, which means t h a t  t h e r e  i s ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
ana lys i s ,  no absolute d i s c o n t i ~ u i t y  between t h e  h i s to ry  o f  Jesus  and 
t h e  l i f e  of t h e  church. 

A PARADIGM FOR MISSION 

I n  l i g h t o f t h i s ,  l e t  us now t u r n  t o  t h e  Great Commission i n  
Matthew. I am aware t h a t  it would be i l l q i t i m a t e  t o  e r e c t  the  e n t i r e  
e d i f i c e  of the  New Testament witness concerning t h e  church's mission 
on t h i s  one passage. I am a l s o  aware of t h e  danger of handling t h e  
mater ia l  too  se l f -conf ident ly  and r e s t i n g  t h e  whole mystery of God's 
r eve la t ion  on one t e x t .  And yet  I must confess t h a t ,  f o r  me, t h e r e  
emerges from t h e s e  f i n a l  words of Platthew's gospel something o f  a 
p a r a d i n  f o r  mission today. 

This is ,  I be l i eve ,  how t h e  evangel is t  himself intended it f o r  
h i s  own day. There can be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  gospel was 
w r i t t e n  from t h e  theologica l  vantage point  of t h i s  f i n a l  pericope 
Scholars today a r e  agreed u p n  t h e  p i v o t a l  charac ter  of these  ve r ses ,  
which a r e  t o  be regarded as t h e  key t o  understanding t h e  e n t i r e  book. 
I n  a way they sum up everything Matthew wrote i n  h i s  gospel.  A 1 1  t h e  
threads  woven i n t o  t h e  e n t i r e  f a b r i c  of t h e  gospel ,  from chapter  1 
onward, draw toge the r  here. 

It is ,  therefore .  f u t i l e  t o  ask  whether o r  not t h e  evange l i s t  r epor t s  
t h e  ipsissima verba, t h e  very words, o f  Jesus  i n  chapter  28:18-20. 
Matthew's way of being f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  handed down t o  him 
is t o  r epor t  t h e  words of t h e  r i s e n  Chr i s t  i n  such a way t h a t  they 
become meaningful t o  h i s  own readers.  He i s  not an anIa?men~is re- 
producing a t r a n s c r i p t  of Jesus '  ipsissima v e r b ~ .  He is a witness 
t r y i n g  t o  be f a i t h f u l  t o  Jesus '  ipsissima intentio, his t r u e  inten- 
t i o n .  

we should the re fo re  not be d is turbed t o  discover t h a t  t h e  Great 
Comiss ion - more than any o the r  Natthean pericope - is shot  through 
wi th  words and expressions t h a t  a r e  s t r o n g l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  
evangel is t .  For example almost a l l  t h e  verbs i n  t h i s  passage - 
"worship", "doubt", "go", "make d i s c i p l e s " ,  "keep" (or  "observe"),  
and "cornand", a s  well  a s  t h e  expression "the end of t h e  age", were 
most probably expressions t h a t  were current  i n  Platthew's community; 
they would the re fo re  immediately a r r e s t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of h i s  readers.  

There can be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h e  imperative, 'Make d i sc ip les !* ,  
is t h e  p r inc ipa l  verb i n  t h e  e n t i r e  oassage. The two modal p a r t i c i p l e s ,  
"baptizing" and "teaching", a r e  c l e a r l y  subordinated t o  "make d i s c i p l e s " ,  
they desc r ibe  t h e  form t h e  disciple-making i s  t o  t ake ,  but  a r e  not 
independent ac t ions ,  each wi th  its own "weight." 

Ref. I n t e r n a t i o r a l  Review of MISSION. V O ~ . L X X I I I  ~ 0 . 2 8 9 .  January 1984. 

To h,.: continusd. 



M I N I S P R Y  rnD THE IDCAL cHuK€n 

Dionisio Borobio 

(Le premier point de rEfdrence pour les  ministdres, ordonds 
ou non, d o i t  Etre lrEal ice  locale. Ainsi seulement e s t - i l  possible 
d rar t i cu l e r  une riporse ade'quate, par exempte, auz besoins des 
c o m n a u t d s  n'agant pcrs de ministres ordonn6s.l 

What we mean by ministry depends not only on the  meaning of church 
but  a l s o  on our understanding of t h e  l o c a l  

community. I n  both theory and p rac t i ce ,  church, comuni ty ,  minis t ry  
must always be l inked together.  

The new Testament uses the  one term ekklgsia f o r  both ( l o c a l )  
"community" and (universa l )  "church". But e k k l k i a  more o f t e n  means 
t h e  l o c a l  Chr i s t i an  community, f o r  here C h r i s t ' s  mission i n  h i s to ry  
is concretely l ived  and rea l i zed .  

"What makes t h e  community t o  be community a l so  makes t h e  church 
t o  be church" (E. Walter).  From t h i s  basic i d e n t i t y  of church and 
comuni ty ,  we conclude t o  t h e  church's  community character  an3 t h e  
community's church character .  Vatican I1 says a s  much: "This Church 
of Chr is t  i s  t r u l y  present  i n  a l l  l eg i t ima te  l o c a l  congregations of 
t h e  f a i t h f u l "  (LG, 2 6 ) .  

J-te church when it: 

1) Maintains a sacramental tens ion between the  divine and 
human dimensions of t h e  Chr is t ian  mystery; 

2) confessen t h e  c h r c h ' s  Eaith i n  Christ-Savior who c a l l s  us 
t o  bu i ld  UD the  whole chnrch through !.lord and sacrament (esp. t h e  
euchar i s t )  i n  fai th,ho?e,  and love;  

3 )  accepts i t s  Chr i s t i an  a p o s t o l i c  mission a s  t h e  p i lgr im 
church i n  h i s to ry  (awaiting i t s  end-time f u l f i l l m e n t ) ;  

4 )  takes up i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  proclamation 
(mmtyrial ,  worship ( l e i t a t rg ia l  and se rv ice  (diakonial both a s  
community and in  spec ia l  m i ~ l i s t r i e s ;  

5 )  maintains f r a t e r n a l  union wi th  o the r  Chr i s t i an  communities 
by acceptina the  ordained minis ters  who symbolize t h i s  un i ty  between 
communities and with Chr is t .  

T h e y  t o  dioceses,  

par ishes ,  
r e l i g i o u s  communities and other  smaller groups. Some p r a c t i c a l  implica- 
t i o n s  f o r  minis t ry  a r e  the  following: 

1) I f  the church i s  its l o c a l  communities, then the  core of churc 
l i f e  is not i t s  c e n t r a l  adminis t ra t ion  o r  s t r u c t u r e  hut  t h e  v i t a l i t y  



of t h e  l o c a l  c o m n i t y  invested with various min i s t r i e s .  

2)  I f  what i s  s a i d  of t h e  church must be  s a i d  of t h e  community, 
then minis t ry  is a s  much p a r t  of t h e  l o c a l  comuni ty  a s  of t h e  universa l  
church and i t s  mission. 

3) I f  t h e  th ree fo ld  has i c  mission (proclamation, worship, 
s e rv ice )  is t o  he r ea l i zed  i n  t h e  l o c a l  community, it must have t h e  
m i n i s t r i e s  t o  c a r r y  them out .  

4 )  I f  t h e  l o c a l  comuni ty  is t o  be a  t r u e  "sacrament of sa lva t ion"  
a t  i ts  l e v e l ,  then i t s  members must accept  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  
C h r i s t i a n  mission both wi th in  and without t h e  church. 

5) I f  t h e  church i s  a  communion of communities and i f  t h e  com- 
munit ies  r e a l i z e  t h i s  communion i n  ordained min i s t e r s ,  then every 
l o c a l  community shcljld have an ordained minis t ry  i f  it i s  t o  express 
t h i s  communion wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  church and with Chr is t .  

MINISTRY AND COMMUNITY 

Since t h e  very  na ture  of t h e  church makes it a  min i s t ry  o r  
se rv ice  t o  t h e  world, it can only  e x i s t  "min i s t e r i a l ly" :  t h e  whole 
church and a l l  i t s  members must be a  x i n i s t r y .  Rut t h e  church has 
t o  break t h i s  $own i n t o  s p e c i f i c  jobs. The FPP, e.g.,  sees  f r a t e r n a l  
co r rec t ion  a s  everyone's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( M t  10:15-17), ye t  c e r t a i n  
members a r e  s p e c i a l l y  charged with t h i s  duty  (Gal 6 : l ) .  This  f r u i t -  
f u l  d i a l e c t i c  between charism and o f f i c e  belonqs t o  t h e  church 's  
essence. 

The church has not  always kept t h i s  balance between minis t ry  
and community-witness t h e  c l a s s i c a l  Roman Catholic  and Pro tes t an t  
exaggerat ions of m i n i s t r y ' s  p lace  over aga ins t  community. 

The t y p i c a l  Catholic  view of church has emphasized i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  
by C h r i s t ,  a p o s t o l i c  succession,  h i e ra r -  

c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  sacred power of ordained min i s t e r s ,  t h e  c lergy/  
l a i t y  d i s t i n c t i o n  and thus  qave p r i o r i t y  t o  minis t ry  over  comuni ty .  
I t  saw t h e  p r i e s t  a s  a  sacred person, a  "super-Christian" who alone 
exercised o f f i c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  who stood a p a r t  from and above 
t h e  community and i t s  needs. 

The t p i c a l  P ro tes t an t  c o n c e ~ t i o n  o f  church has emphasized community, 
t h e  a p o s t o l i c i t y  of a l l  God's people ( r a t h e r  

than  a.postolic succession of minis ters )and t h e  universa l  pr iesthood 
of t h e  f a i t h f u l .  J r in is t ry  is an aspect  o f  t h e  whole community, and 
s p e c i f i c  min i s t e r s  & r i v e  from t h e  cormunity (under t h e  guidance of 
t h e  S p i r i t )  a s  t h e  needs of a  given time demand. V i n i s t r y ' s  ch r i s to -  
l o g i c a l  meaning, i ts sacramental sj~ynbolism and its s p e c i f i c a l l y  
p r i e s t l y  r o l e  were obscured. This view has a t  times posed problems 
f o r  uni tv .  

Vatican I1 ancl recent  ecumenical d iscuss ions  have brought t h e s e  
opposed tendencies i n t o  a  synthes is .  Sociology teaches t h a t  t h e  
church must have some leadershi?.  B i b l i c a l l y  and t h e  theo log ica l ly ,  
every min i s t ry  depends on God's i n i t i a t i v e  and C h r i s t ' s  mission, 
continued throuqh t h e  g i f t  of h i s  S p i r i t  working i n  t h e  church. 

The u l t ima te  o r i g i n  of m i n i s t r i e s  i s  i n  Chr i s t  and h i s  S p i r i t  who 
g ran t  t h i s  mission and charism t o  



t h e  community. But every  m i n i s t r y ,  ordained o r  n o t ,  must be under- 
s t ood  w i t h i n  t h e  community it se rves .  g i n i s t r y  does  no t  precede 
c o m u n i t y  -nor t h e  reverse .  From i t s  incep t ion  t h e  community e x i s t s  
" n i n i s t e r i a l l y , "  and m i n i s t r y  e x i s t s  "communitarily." S p e c i a l i z e d  
m i n i s t r y  i s  not  a secondary f e a t u r e ,  bu t  a  c o n s t i t u t i v e  dimension 
of  t h e  church  w i l l e d  by C h r i s t .  Min i s t ry ,  Congar e x p l a i n s  does  
no t  t o t a l l y  c r e a t e  t h e  conmunit:r from above o r  o u t s i d e ,  bu t  n e i t h e r  
does  it merely emanate from w i t h i n  t h e  community. And y e t  t h e r e  i s  
a sense i n  which m i n i s t r i e s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  church  and per- 
s o n i f y  and r ep re sen t  it f o r  t h e  c o m u n i t y .  

Ca tho l i z  and P r o t e s t a n t  e c c l e s i o l o g i e s  a r e  t h u s  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  
a  more pneumatological  unders tanding of  t h e  church t h a t  n e i t h e r  
d i v o r c e s  m i n i s t r y  from community nor  f o r q e t s  i t s  b a s i c a l l y  c h r i s t o -  
l o ~ i c a l  o r i q i n .  

THE: COPIp.IUrlITY PROVIDES ITSELF WITH ;IINISTRIES 

Min i s t rv  d e r i v e s  u l t i m a t e l y  from C h r i s t  and t h e  g i f t  o f  h i s  
S p i r i t ;  b u t  minj.stry a l s o  comes i n  some way from t h e  church community. 
The church  h o t h  r e c e i v e s  m i n i s t r y  from God a d d e t e r m i n e s  i t s  own 
m i n i s t r i e s .  A c o n t r a d i c t i o n ?  

P a u l ' s  l e t t e r s  contair l  many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  m i n i s t r i e s  bu t  (beyond 
s t r e s s i n g  t h e i r  na tu r e  a s  g i f t s  of t h e  S p i r i t )  no ex- 

p l a n a t i o n  of j u s t  how they  ware confer red .  These m i n i s t e r s  are c l e a r l y  
i n  communion w i th  Paul and have a c l o s e  bond w i th  t h e  l o c a l  community. 
I n  Acts and t h e  P a s t o r a l s ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  church i s  

c l e a r e r .  Here, m i n i s t e r s '  invisi5Ze 
i n v e s t i t u r e  by t h e  g i . f t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  goes  hand-in-hand wi th  community 
and a p o s t o l i c  sociaz and r i t u a l  i n v e s t i t u r e .  A s  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  
s t o r y  of  t h e  f i r s t  deacons (Acts 6:l-6) t h e  church b o t h  disosrns its 
m i n i s t e r s  and receives them. TjT m i n i s t r y  has  two complementary 
r e f e r e n t s :  t h e  S p i r i t ' s  g i 3  and t h e  community. 

E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  w r i t i n q s  w i t n e s s t o t h i s  la8 t r a d i t i o n  w i th  i t s  emphasis 
on t h e  ccm,uni ty  dimension of m i n i s t r y .  Ordin- 

a t i o n  presupposed t h e  b i s h o p ' s  i n ~ ~ o s i t i o n  of  hands and t h e  g i f t  o f  
t h e  S p i r i t  and t he  comnl;ni.ty's S e s i g n a t i o n  and aczeptance.  L a t e r ,  
t h i s  community a s p e c t  was l o s t  and is o n l y  today be ing  revived-though 
more i n  t hoo ry  than  p r a c t i c e .  1'1;s grohlem i s  f i n d l n g  ways t o  implement 
t h i s  community p a r t i c i p - t i o n  i n  s e l e c t i *  its r ~ i n i s t e r s .  

What is t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t.his? 

1. Withcut denylnq t h a t  C h r i s t  e n t r u s t e d  a  s p e c i a i  rcission t o  t h e  
a p o s t l e s ,  tht? whola church community, rle s ay ,  is  apostol ic-and-  

m i n i s t e r i a l .  P ,postol ic i ty  i s  in l ie ren t  t o  t h e  church. To f u l f i l l  its 
a ~ o s t o l i c  miss ion ,  thi. chnrch !nust n rov ide  i i . se l f  w i t h  m i n i s t r i e s .  
Apostol . ic i ty  is t h ~ i s  source of t h e  u n i t y - a n d - d i v e r s ~ t y  of  m i n i s t r i e s .  
Concre te ly ,  t h i s  happens o n l y  w:;en a l o c a l  ccmiuni ty  can  f u r n i s h  i t s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  it needs t o  f u l f i l l  i ts miss ion  and s o  r e a l i z e  a s  
itse1.f a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  comnunity. 

2 .  V i n i s t r y ' s  f i r s t  r e f e r e n t  must be t h e  l o c a l  community. T N e ,  
q i n i s t i y  has  a  t i e  wi th  t h e  church u n i v e r s a l ;  h u t  m i n i s t r y  i s  



always e x e r c i s e d  i n  and f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  commnity .  The l o c a l  
community is ministry's immediate, conc re t e ,  d i r e c t  r e f e r e n t .  

These p r i n c i p l e s  d o n ' t  s o l v e  a l l  problems, b u t  t h e y  do  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  church should  t ake .  M i n i s t r y  g e t s  a new dimension 
of  meaning. "The community s e r v a n t  should make t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
c m u n i t y  l i f e  e f f e c t i v e  and not  b e  i ts pr imary  o b s t a c l e "  (J.Comblin). 

MINISTRIES GIVEN FOR TEE COMXUNITY 

K i n i s t r i e s  a r e  C h r i s t ' s  service ( i n  t h e  S p i r i t )  t o  t h e  community 
and t h e  ccanmunity's s e r v i c e  t o  C h r i s t  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  miss ion.  
M i n i s t r i e s  a r e  a l s o  t h e  community's s e r v i c e  t o  i t s e l f  and t o  t h e  
world.  M i n i s t r i e s  make s ense  o n l y  i f  focused  on t h e  l o c a l  C h r i s t i a n  
community. 

The e a r l y  churct. was q u i t e  c l e a r  about  t h i s .  Chalcedon (451) r u l ed :  
"lJo one  mav b e  o rda ined  

i n  an  ' a b s o l u t e '  way, n e i t h e r  p r i e s t  nor  deacon." (Absolute"  meant 
w i thou t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a s p e c i f i c  community.) Ord ina t i on  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h i s  r u l e  was " n u l l  and vo id , "  and t h e  one s o  o rda ined  "could exer-  
cise no o f f i c i a l  f unc t i on"  i n  t h e  church. Ord ina t i on  meant incor -  
p o r a t i r q  one of t h e  f a i t h f u l  i n t o  a s p e c i f i c  community t h a t  c a l l e d  
and accep ted  him f o r  i t s  m i n i s t r y .  

Th is  r u l e  remained i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  Middle Ages when a 
change 

i n  t heo logy  of  m i n i s t r y  f o s t e r e d  "abso lu te"  o r d i n a t i o n s .  When p r i e s t s  
w e r e  unders tood s o l e l y  i n  t e n n s  o f  worship and when impos i t i on  of  
hands w a s  s e e n  p r i m a r i l y  a s  c o n f e r r i n g  a s a c r e d  power f o r  c e l e b r a t i n g  
t h e  e u c h a r i s t ,  o r d i n a t i o n  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  c o m u n i t y  became unnecessary.  

S i n c e  Vat ican  I1 a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o l d e r  t r a d i t i o n  ha s  begun. Contem- 
p o r a r y  t heo logy  main ta ins :  

1. Both o rda ined  and non-ordained m i n i s t r i e s  must serve t h e  common 
good and t h e  growth of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  community, a s  w e l l  a s  

evange l i z i ng  t h e  world. T h i s  miss ion  comes from C h r i s t  and is  anim- 
a t e d  by t h e  S p i r i t .  N i n i s t r i e s  a r e  no t  ends-in-themselves b u t  means 
f o r  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  conc re t e  needs o f  s p e c i f i c  corrmunities. 

2. Ordained m i n i s t r y  has  t h e  t a s k  o f  d i r e c t i n g ,  c o r r e c t i n g ,  recon- 
c i l i n g ,  u n i t i n g ,  cha l l eng in?  a s p e c i f i c  C h r i s t i a n  c o m u n i t y  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  church q e n c r a l l y .  The f i r s t  c r i t e r i o n  of f i t n e s s  f o r  o rda ined  
m i n i s t r y  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  promote u n i t y ,  b u i l d  community, and f a i t h -  
f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t  C h r i s t  and t h c  church  i n  and t o  a conc re t e  C h r i s t i a n  
conmunity. M i n i s t r y  come from t h e  community, forms p a r t  o f  t h e  
community, e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  community, and s t a n d s  b e f o r e  t h e  community 
not  t o  dominate b u t  t o  s e r v e  a s  a l i v i m j  s i g n  o f  Chr i s t -Servan t .  

(The short  cmclud<r;g sec t ion  oj' t h i s  ar t icZe w i Z 2  appear ir .  
t h e  next i s sue  of SEWS BuZLet-in). 
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