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A SPI- FOR 03NFI;CCP 

Thomas Cullinan. OSB. 

(Texte de l ' i n t e m e n t i o n  remarquable du P. TFamas CULLINAN lors 
de l1Assemble'e anme l l e  de SEDOS, en 2.Ye3. LE c o n f l i t  f a i t  partie 
de l ' h i s t o i r e  de L1Eva!qiZae, 2 part ir  des rdc i t s  de l ' en fame,  
,jusqu'au point final Je l a  croicc. Coxtester l e s  iddolocies iominantes 
e t  l e s  s i tuat ions  de c o n f l i t s ,  ne veut pas dire  que M U S  sonunes appelds 
d dtab l i r  un proqranune a l t e rnu t i f  e t  e f f i cace ,  m nom de Dieu. Nacs 
somes  appelds d recomai t re  so prdsence e t  sa cre'ativite', son amour 
pour l a  v ie  des gens, e t  son roymme qui pre'vaut sur tac t .  Cela 
demancle notre propro cozversion e t  comprevsi notre condition mortelle, 
- notre mort - une mort qui ,  pardnxalement nous ?end i m i ~ ~ i b l e s .  l 

I. COMIPE, QUO VA!lIS? 

For t h e  l a s t  two and a  ha l f  years  I have been involved, with 
o the r s ,  i n  builciing a  house. One of t h e  many th ings  my hands have 
taught  me - as my head could never have done - is t h a t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
c r e a t i v e l y  i n  l i f e  we must f i r s t  make an a c t  of profound humili ty and 
obedience before t h e  given r e a l i t y  before us. You cannot use t i l e s  
c r e a t i v e l y  and b e a u t i f u l l y  i f  you pretend they a r e  s l a t e s ,  o r  even 
want them t o  be. You cannot l e a r n  from concrete blocks how t o  be a  
craftsman, a s  long a s  you want them t o  be br icks .  You cannot a f f o r d  
t o  use pinewood without learning its own nature a s  d i s t i n c t ;  it is 
not oak. We come t o  a  s ingu la r  freedom of  ac t ion ,  unselfconscious 
and f r e e  of f e a r ,  only by l i s t e n i n g  t o ,  searching f o r  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  
i s  given and present .  Hunlility. Obedience. And " t r u t h  w i l l  s e t  you 
free".  

We a r e  a r t i s a n s  i n  God's world, a r t i s a n s  whose only primary t a sk  
i s  a  lovinq and t o t a l  response t o  t r u t h .  "For t h i s  I came i n t o  t h e  
world, t o  bear witness t o  "the t ru th" .  Sadly we s l i p  i n  "the": t o  
bear  witness t o  "the t r u t h " ,  and think of Jesus bearing witness t o  
t h e  creef?, o r  dogmas, o r  academic t:~eology. No. 'Truth'  - t h e  
Dresent r e a l i t y  of peoples'  present  l i v e s ,  what i s  happening t o  them, 
among them. An? what does t h e  divine love a f f a i r ,  ca l l ed  t h e  Kingdom, 
look l i k e  i n  t h i s  r e a l i t y ?  - 

I need hardly  comment t h a t  t h e  ar roqant ,  independent., western 
mind of man come-of-age (who says so?)  has q ~ i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  approach 
t o  freedom. I t  is a  freedom k ~ e p i n g  t h e  s e l f  i n t a c t  and demanding 
t h e  r i g h t  of  choosing a s  one l ikes .  I t  knows ' hubr i s '  but  not 'humus'. 
I t  i s  self-concern& not se l f - fo rqe t fu l .  I t  seeks t o  be f r e e  from 
r e a l i t y  and r e l a t i o n s ,  and cannot receive freedom and peace from 
r e a l i t y  and i n  r e l a t i o n s ,  a s  bonus and g i f t .  "Xy peace I - give you". 

Conf l ic t :  It i s  c l e a r ,  a s  we re-read and r e - p n d e r  t h e  cjospel, t h a t  
i f  our primaqr c a l l  i s  tn a  loving response t o  t r u t h ,  born 

out  of an o r i g i n a l  obedience and humil i ty ,  then we cannot avoid con- 
f l i c t .  I t  i s  an  inherent  p a r t  of l i v i n g  f o r  t r u t h ;  it i s  c o n f l i c t  
unsought but  f r e e l y  accepted. 



A t  t h i s  time of year we hear again t h e  Infancy Narratives of 
?¶atthew and Luke. They a r e  not c h i l d i s h  sentimental  nursery s t o r i e s ,  
b u t  tough minded summaries of the  main themes t o  be worked ou t  i n  
d e t a i l  i n  t h e  l i f e  s t o r y  which follows. They a r e  l i k e  the  i n i t i a l  
' s tatement '  i n  a  symphony, h ighl ight ing  and c l a r i f y i n g  what i s  t o  be 
t o l d  more f u l l y  i n  t h e  work a s  a  whole. 

Read t h e  s t o r v  o f  t h e  Massacre of t h e  Innocents from your knowledge 
of  E l  Salvador, o r  any 

c o n t e m p r a r j  f a s c i s t  reginelah  e f f e t e  royal  regime already on i t s  way 
out:  t h e  appearance, a t  l e a s t  rumoured, of a  new subversive a l t e r -  
na t ive ;  t h e  i n i t i a l  response o f  recognising, accepting the  new; the  
discovered i n a b i l i t y  t o  do so;  t h e  v ic ious  o v e r k i l l ;  and Matthew's 
con t ras t  between t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  royal  regime t o  have compassion, 
t o  know g r i e f ,  over agains t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  voicing of g r i e f ,  t he  
Lamentation o f  Rachel. Blessed a r e  those  who mourn; naming the  g r i e f ,  
sharing the  su f fe r ing  a t  a  deep gut-level of agony and anger,  caught 
i n  the Greek word "compassion" so o f t e n  used i n  the  Gospel; a  necessary 
par t  of prophetic  l i b e r a t i o n ,  of de-mystifying t h e  dominant i l l u s i o n  
t h a t  a l l  is well  with the  people. 

Read, with i t s  t e r r i b l e  proclamation of t h e  d iv ine  
in ten t ion  f o r ,  and warning t o ,  the  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  order .  The powerful removed from t h e i r  god-like s e a t s  o f  
oower, and t h e  powerless, the  vo ice less ,  r a i sed  up (not  onto those 
s e a t s ,  mind you, - t h e  poor f ind  b less ing  i n  the  good news but  not by 
becominq r i c h  i n  t u r n ) .  And the hungry a r e  fed (we a l l  want them t o  
be)  while t h e  well-fed go hungry away (does God want t h a t ?  Nhat God - 
a r e  we deal ing  with?) . 

The g o s ~ e l  is not merely about p r iva te  v i r t l les  and individual  
s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  I t  i s  about l i v i n g  i n  t h e  public forum in  t h e  l i g h t  
and t r u t h  of God's love a f f a i r  with people. To understand why, f o r  
Jesus,  t h i s  l e d  through non-comprehension, c o n f l i c t  and f i n a l l y  death 
l e t  us focus on one aspect ,  one t h a t  I th ink  we a r e  not too c l e a r  
about and which would unahle us t o  re-read t h e  cjospel and t o  c o p  
with our own t imes ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  each o the r .  I s t a r t  way back. 

I I. WHO ARE THE SIIUTdERS? 

When I was t h i r t e e n  years o l d  I was taught  t h a t  the  s in fu lness  
of s i n  depended on i t  being Ser ious ,  Intended, and (k)Nown. S. I . N .  

That was good teaching ( I  s t i l l  remember!) and s ince  a t  t h a t  age 
sc rupu los i ty  can be a g red t  problem, it is  wise t o  warn us t h a t  we 
could not s i n  se r ious ly  over t r i v i a l  mat ters ,  nor i f  we d id  not r e a l l y  
intend t o ,  nor by accident .  We could not f a l l  i n t o  s i n ,  only jump. 

Since the time of t h e  Jansen i s t s  t h a t  has been standard moral 
theology i n  the Church. And it tends t o  d iv ide  our  own l i v e s  and our 
view of  soc ie ty  i n t o  the naughty and t h e  nice,  the  badly behaved and 
t h e  vir tuous.  

A s  time went on I began t o  s e e  t h a t  most of the  e v i l  i n  our  world 
i s  perpet ra ted  by high minded people who see themselves a s  vir tuous A s  
we prayed and sang t h e  psalms I began t o  wonder why ' t h e  wicked' were 
so o f t e n  those who a c t u a l l y  crushecl and destroyed o t h e r s ,  whether they 
knew it o r  not.  A s  we read and t r i e d  t o  hear t h e  gospels I wondered 
why, i f  beinq well-behaved o r  consciously naughty were the  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i s s u e s  i n  l i f e ,  why d id  Jesus  seem t o  favour t h e  naughty and be i n  



c o l l i s i o n  with t h e  well  behaved? 

You w i l l  have pbndered s i m i l a r  cpes t ions ,  but  we must pursue 
them f u r t h e r ,  whoever, wherever w e  a r e  o r  e l s e  t h e  Church w i l l  become 
even nore bourgeois and middle c l a s s  than it i s  a t  present .  I ' l l  
share a  l i t t l e  of my pursu i t .  

The man born b l ind :  Off and on I have been worried about t h e  quest ion 
asked a t  t h e  beginning of John Chapter '3. A b l i n d  

man, and t h e  d i s c i p l e s  ask: who sinned, t h i s  man o r  h i s  pa ren t s  t h a t  
he should be bl ind? How pr imi t ive!  - t o  assume t h a t  s i ckness  o r  
a f f l i c t i o n  should be l inked with personal  o r  family q u i l t !  I dismissed 
it a s  a  pr imi t ive  hang up t h a t  we had grown out  of . . . u n t i l ,  i n  
my few honest mments,  I noticed a ceep defence mechanism i n  my own 
psyche when I met with people a f f l i c t e d ,  not j u s t  s i c k  but  s i l l y ,  
not j u s t  handicapped but  lazy. Only by saying "Raca' somewhere i n  
my psyche could I keep myself i n t a c t  i n  t h e  presence of su f fe r ing  
people. A lady s a i d  t o  me "Father,  t h e r e  a r e  no r e a l l y  poor people 
i n  our  country, only  f i c k l e  ones." 

So. Back t o  John Chapter 9. ( W i l l  you read i t ? )  The s t o r y  is  
bracketed between two c r u c i a l  ques t ions ,  two ques t ions  based on 
standard assumptions: 

a )  Rabbi, who sinned,  t h i s  man o r  h i s  pa ren t s ,  f o r  him t o  have 
been born b l ind?  

b )  Some Pharisees s a i d :  we a r e  not b l ind ,  sure ly?  

To t h e s e  ques t ions ,  Jesus  answers:- 

a )  Neither he nor h i s  parents  sinned . . 
b)  Blind? I f  you were, you would not be g u i l t y ,  but  s ince  you 

say ,  "we see" ,  your q u i l t  remains. 

Between those  two quest ions John t e l l s  t h e  superb and w i t t y  s t o r y  
2f t h e  b l ind  man's l i b e r z t i o n  and h i s  v igorous ,  f e a r l e s s ,  confronta t ion  
with t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  ( inc luding h i s  chal lenge t o  them, which would be 
l i k e  saying t o  our  B r i t i s h  defence minis ter :  Why a r c  you so  f a s c i n a t i n g  
by t h e  peace movement? Are you going t o  jo in  i t ? ) .  Many d e t a i l s  
resonate  f o r  us  today. The man's parents ,  not wanting t o  disown t h e i r  
son, y e t  not wanting t o  be counted a s  one of t h e  subversives. 

Now Jesus '  confronta t ion  with t h e  dominant r e l i g i o u s  c u l t u r e  was 
not a  c o n f l i c t  with t h e  Law, t h e  Torah, as such. It was a confrontat ion 
wi th  t h e  t reatment  of t h e  Law a s  an ideology. 

Ideology: The word, ideology, has had a var ied  h i s t o r y  over t h e  l a s t  
100 ( 1 )  years.  I am not using it i n  t h e  neu t ra l  sense,  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s e t  of ideas  which any c u l t u r e  o r  c l a s s  has t o  i n t e r p r e t  
t h e  world. I am usinq it i n  t h e  pe jo ra t ive  sense,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  s e t  
of ideas ,  t heor i e s  and p r inc ip le s ,  which have ceased t o  be  a  r e l a t i v e  
t o o l  f o r  understanding r e a l i t y  and have become an absolu te  machine i n t o  
which r e a l i t y  i s  f i t t e d .  

I n  our  own day we have two p r i z e  f i g h t e r s  and a t h i r d  en te r ing  
: the  ring! Russian Marxism, Western individual ism - consumerism, and 
t h e  t h i r d :  Is lamic Fundamentalism. 



I f  we can c l a r i f y  why and how Jesus confronted t h e  ideology of 
h i s  day, I th ink we would f ind the  o v e r t  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  many Chr i s t i ans  
a r e  meeting i n  v io len t  forms i n  Latin Rmerica, p a r t s  o f  Africa,  the  
Phi l ippines ,  South Korea and elsewhere, - t h a t  these  overt  c o n f l i c t s  
a r e  already l a t e n t  and o r i g i n a t e  f r o m t h e  l e s s  evident c o n f l i c t s  i n  
western soc ie ty .  I n  o ther  words i f  the  Church d i s c o v e r e d i t s p r o p h e t i c  
imagination and i t s  c a l l  t o  confront  t h e  dominion of s tandard 
ideologies  i n  the  West, it would be i n  c o n f l l c t  back home i n  ways 
t h a t  our  niceness can hardly p i c t u r e .  

CHARACTER1 STICS OF DOFlINAbiT IDEOLOGY 

May we then f e e l  our way through a number of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 
dominant ideology? 

a )  Ideology and usua l ly  long-cherished think- 
ing. Western individualism, 

Marxism, t h e  Law, each is a t  root  not  bad o r  c a r e l e s s  th inking,  but  
ca re fu l  th inking about r e a l  values.  I t  i s  the re fo re  p laus ib le  and 
mentally a t t r a c t i v e ,  even addic t ive .  

b)  B y  taking l imi ted  c r i t e r i a  f o r  assess ing  r e a l i t y  - usua l ly  today 
they a r e  economic c r i t e r i a  - ideology 

reduces what i s  perceived a s  t r u t h  t o  a l imi ted  realm w!~ich can then 
a f fo rd  t o  be extremely f o r t h r i g h t  and tend to be t o t a l i t a r i a n  (even 
i n  t h e  name of democracy and freedom!) 

c )  Having s impl i f ied  t h e  ambiguit ies ,  v a r i e t i e s ,  cont radic t ions  and 
mystery of human r e a l i t y ,  

ideology is ab le  t o  s e t  up t h e  world scene i n  a  s t r i c t l y  two camp way, 
a  Manichean d i v i s i o n  of the world i n t o  those  who subscribe and those 
who cannot o r  w i l l  not. 

d) For those whc subscriha t o  c n -  iri,:olooic.; t h i s  provides a g rea t  
sense of righteousness, and f rees  them 

from any sense of t h e i r  own g u i l t .  And it makes the  m i s f i t s  (by choice 
o r  circumstance) r jui l ty.  

I n  the time of Jesus it was i m p s s i b l e  f o r  many people, e spec ia l ly  
Jesus '  a s soc ia tes  i n  Ga l i l ee ,  t o  keep t h e  law. They were the re fo re  
'accused and outs ide  the  law',  and i n  some way gu i l ty .  

I n  my own country a r i g h t  wing ideology of s e l f  improvement, e f f o r t  
and wealth, c r e a t e s  a  hor r ib le  r ighteousness i n  t h e  dominant c u l t u r e  
and an invoiced blame on those who do not b e t t e r  themselves. We have 
thousands of homeless f ami l i e s  and recent  housing law implies t h a t  i t  
i s  normally t h e i r  own f a u l t  iapar t  from a t i n y  minority who a r e  the 
'deserving'  poor) .  So much blame f o r  t h e  g r e a t  enemy, ' i n f l a t i o n ' ,  i s  
placed on wage increases ,  t h a t  wage earners  a r e  blameworthy while 
executive s a l a r i e s ,  expense accounts, business c a r s ,  a r e  a l l  r ighteously  
innocent. You meet the same a t t . i t udes  whenever overseas a i d  is  mentioned; 
i f  those  people 'over  t h e r e '  chose t o  work and b e t t e r  themselves, they 
could do so. 

e) For t h e  mis- f i t s  and t h e  a f f l i c t e d ,  the dominant ideology not only 
sees  them as. g u i l t y ,  bu t  they 

come t o  th ink of themselves a s  being so. They come t o  have a s e l f -  



image of being under a bondage o f  f a t e  which is sonehow a bondage o f  
s i n .  This i s  because the ideology generates a language t h a t  is ex- 
tremely p l a u s i b l e  and pervasive. Jesus  l i b e r a t e d  t h e  b l ind  man m t  
on ly  from being c a l l e d  ' a  s inner  through and through, s i n c e  he was 
born'  b u t  above a l l  from bel ieving h inse l f  t o  be so. 

Today, when our  dominant ideology p r o j e c t s  a constant  i m g e  o f  
mater ia l  wellbeing a s  sa lva t ion ,  those who know they cannot a s p i r e  
t o  t h a t  see  themselves a:blameworthy nobodies. The r o l e  of prophetic  
imagination, a good news of hope, must be able  t o  l i f t  t h a t  bondage ,,. 
of  s i n  and f a t e  - not by praying it i n t o  tkem, bu t  by re l eas ing  them " 

from i l l u s i o n s  of t h e  ideology. I n  a c u l t u r e  of 'death by bread alone'  
people cannot discover themselves a s  people by m r e  and w r e  bread. 

f )  " tho i s  not f o r  us is aga ins t  us". A s t rong ideology, having s e t  
t h e  scene a s  a simple two- 

adversary confronta t ion ,  has no g lace  f o r  t h i r d  p a r t i e s .  Everyone 
i s  e i t h e r  Loyal o r  t h e  Enemy, o r  a dupe of t h e  Enemy. Any c r i t i c i s m  
is  subversive. 

This is mst vic ious  today i n  t h e  USSR, and i n  National Secur i ty  
regimes i n  Lat in  America, and i n  o t h e r  form. i n  !4ozambique, I r an ,  
the  Phil ippines.  . . Ideology l e g i t i m i s e s  extreme nationalism i n  a 
high-minded way, so  t h a t  it is obvious that it i s  b e t t e r  t h a t  one man 
(or  10,000 o r  30,000) shOuld d i e  f o r  t h e  sake o f  " the  people". 

But t h e  two-adversary view of t h e  world a l s o  means t h a t  anyone who 
is not 100"xor u s  must be simply and 100% i n  t h e  enemy camp. So 
Nicaragua cannot bu t  be an i m e d i a t e  lackey of t h e  Kremlin; t h e r e  i s  
no room f o r  a Marxist socia l i sm t o  c r e a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  c e n t r a l  America, 
forms. And the  t e r r i b l e  i rony i s  t h a t  by being s o  t r e a t e d  it leaves  
Nicaragua (or  Angola, o r  Ethiopia)  nowhere e l s e  t o  look f o r  s u p p r t  
except i n  t h e  'enemy' camp. Ideologies prove s e l f  jus t i fy ing.  "There 
you a r e ,  we t o l d  you so!" 

) Because a Dominant I d e o l o w  is pr imar i ly  concerned w i t h  provinq 
i t s e l f  r i g h t  it i s  ready to perver t  language to i t s  own ends. A 

convict ion o f  being r i o h t  i s  m i t e  the  b iqaes t  stumblina block t o  - - - - 
seeking t r u t h  and perceiving what is r e a l l y  t ak ing  place.  Being 
r i g h t  is a n  at tempt to keep one ' s  a u t a r i c h i c  ego i n t a c t  by means of 
keeping one's r i g h t  th inking i n t a c t .  I t  can never l o s e  face  nor 
admit changing i t s  mind. I t  cannot make t h e  b a s i c  a c t s  o f  humility 
and obedience which a lone  admit u s  t o  perce iv ing t r u t h  and responding 
with se l f - forget fu lness .  I t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  h i s t o r y  and 
every contempsrary event t o  prove i t s e l f  and evolve jargon language to 
keep the  ideology pure. 

The USSR has evolved a whole philosophy of t h e  use o f  language 
a s  support f o r  its ideology and not a s  communication of t r u t h .  But 
t h e  same perversion happens i n  our  own countr ies .  I th ink of t h e  way 
t h e  word 'communist' i s  used, even by Catholics  who d e l i g h t r o c e l e -  
b r a t e  s a i n t s  who today would a l l  be c a l l e d  subers ive  communists. 
( A few years ago a confrere  and myself published a small anthology of 
t h e  Church Fathers '  teaching on the  nature  of ownership. Subversive 
s t u f f !  ) 

And by what process of r ighteous th inking can anyone come t o  t h e  
point  of saying, i n  the  name of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  we can only be peace 
makers from a p s s i t i o n  of power? Is t h a t  not t h e  u l t ima te  d e n i a l  o f  
t h e  Cross? 



Where we, as  Church, shoula s t and  to-day. I th ink  my suggestion t o  
you, and we grope together ,  . - - 

is t h a t  we could understand more c l e a r l y  what ideologies do t o  people, 
and es-pecially how they c a s t  t h e  vas t  majori ty o f  people, the  poor, 
i n t o  bein? dispossessed and f a t e d  ou tcas t s ,  then we could apprecia te  
what l i b e r a t i o n  and hope Jesus was l i v i n g  for  and a l s o  where we, a s  
Church, should be standing today. Is i t  not along these  l l n e s  -- and 
no t  alonq mora l i s t i c  l i n e s  - t h a t  we should see  Jesus a s  being 
'counted among t h e  s i n n e r s l ? , t h a t  we should understand 'Lamb of God 
who t akes  s i n  away'? 

It would help us apprecia te  why Jesus '  good news seemed s o  
ambiquous t o  many o f  h i s  contemporaries, even h i s  own followers. And 
it would help us t o  cope with s i m i l a r  misunderstanding and ambiguity 
i n  our day. I t  would, of course,be a good news t h a t  d iv ides  t h e  
h e a r t s  of many, a good news t h a t  would confront much t h a t  i s  accepted 
u n c r i t i c a l l y ,  a qmd news t h a t  would dj.vi.de us even from our own 
brethren.  But he did not come t o  br inq  peace, i n  t h a t  sense.  To l i v e  
t h e  peace t h a t  he gives i s  t o  l ea rn  t h e  a r t  of being vagabonds, 
d isplaced persons, foo l s .  Can we t ake  i t ?  (and not  be r ighteous 
ourselves!  ? )  . 

A s  we ponder a l l  these th ings  i n  our h e a r t s ,  a s  we pray t h e  
psalms (which s?eak of them a l l ) ,  a s  we re-read the gospels ,  a s  we 
seek t o  open ourselves t o  t h e  g rca t  powers of death and e v i l  i n  our 
contern-wrary world, a s  we sense t-hat much of our p r i v a t i s e d ,  
s p i r i t u a l i s e d  and moralized s p i r i t u a l i t y  cannot i n t e r p r e t  t h e  scene 
w e  a r e  i n ,  and then a s  we begin t o  sense t h e  f u t i l i t y  of God and h i s  
kingdom and ourselves a s  p a r t  o f  t h a t ,  - what do we do?, how do we 
cope? 

One reac t ion  i s  a yearninq t o  s e t  up an a l t e r n a t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  
programme f o r  God. 

Shor t ly  before  John Paul I1 l e f t  B r i t a i n  he was a t  a la rge  youth 
r a l l y  i n  South Wales. A s  he boarded the helicopt-er t o  leave,  he turned,  
opened h i s  arms, and s a i d ,  "Young people, young people, b u i l d  the  
kingdom, bu i ld  t h e  kingdom". 

That phrase i s  conmon enough today,  it appears i n  some of your 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and even i n  l i t u r g i c a l  prayers. But my naughty mind 
wondered a t  t h e  time whether Jesus would ever have used it and i f  
not ,  w h y  not? And then I reca l l ed  t h a t  it was from near t h a t  corner 
of B r i t a i n ,  hy the  r i v e r  Sevarn, t h a t  some years before a B r i t i s h  
monk had l ived,  a monk wiio a l s o  came t o  Rome bu t  i n  h i s  case t o  t e l l  
t h e  loose-l ivinq Romans t h a t  they should g e t  themselves orqanized, t r y  
harder ,  and save themselves. l:las it perhaps h i s  ghost which managed, 
a t  t h a t  l a s t  moment, t o  whisper i n  t h e  Pope's ear? - t h e  ghost of 
Pelagius? 

Cer ta in ly  t h e  Anglo-Saxons and Cel ts  have never needed another 
heresy. That one has l a s t e d  w e l l  f o r  f i f t e e n  centur ies .  

The Kingdom: Jesus spoke of t h e  kingdom heing near a t  hand, among us ,  
yet-to-he but  here already.  He t o l d  people they  could, 

o r  c w l d  not ,  e n t e r  i t ,  but  never s a i d  they were i n  i t .  Only one man 
was s a i d  t o  be 'not  f a r  from i t ' .  The kjngdom was i n  h i s t o q ,  yet  
always more than expected. I t  was always appreciated a s  g i f t ,  a s  grace,  
bu t  it was never maqic. I t  demanded al.1 the  pre?arat ion and pre- 



d i spos i t ion  t h a t  g i f t - rece iv ing does demand, ( t h e  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  
required by t h e  year of  t h e  Lord's favour) ,  and y e t  t h e  kingdom was 
never merited. 

Like a l l  love a f f a i r s ,  t h e  kingdom was enigmatic, b e t t e r  t a lked  
of i n  s t o r i e s  and ce lebra t ion  than i n  books and theses .  And l i k e  
a l l  love a f f a i r s  it was recognized only by those who knew it by 
experience. You could know it but  no t  know about it, 

I have come t \ ink t h a t  t h e  main t h r u s t  of a l l  J e sus '  preaching 
was t o  persuade people t o  accept  t h i s  antecedent r e a l i t y  of God's 
presence and c r e a t i v i t y .  It i s  t h e  love of God i n  peoples'  l i v e s ,  
h i s  antecedent kingdom, which urges us .  I t  is  not the bui ld ing of 
something on h i s  beha l f ,  t h i s  spectator-Go3 wait ing f o r  us t o  do 
g rea t  th ings  i n  h i s  name. 

rVho l i g h t s  the  lamp? Last year I was with some rledical Mission 
S i s t e r s  and we spent  some time discuss ing a  

f avour i t e  quota t ion  of  t h e i r  Foundress: "NO one l i g h t s  a  lamp t o  
put it under a  tub  . . . L Your l i g h t  must sh ine  i n  t h e  s i g h t  of men 
. . .". was Jesus saying t h a t  you must see t o  it t h a t  your l i g h t  is 
e f fec t ive? ,  be a sea rch l igh t? ,  o r  a  l ighthouse? O r  was he saying 
t h a t  s ince  it i s  God who i s  ' t h e  one'  who l i g h t s  t h e  lamp, i f  we a r e  
t r u l y  a l i g h t  then we cannot but  be e f f e c t i v e ?  In  t h e  context of the  
Sermon on t h e  Mount, of t h e  Beati tudes,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  of t h e  
images of s a l t ,  and of leaven, he must have been sayinq t h e  l a t t e r .  
Do not be anxious and worried about how and whether your l i f e  i s  
beinq e f f i c i e n t  and e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  kingdom. Your focus must be 
on beina t r u e  t o  your c a l l i n g ,  a  candle burning t r u l y .  I f  you a r e ,  
you w i l l  g ive l i g h t ,  whether, how, when, t o  whom, you know not. And 
i n  add i t ion  you w i l l  not draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  yourselves a s  g r e a t  patrons 
of God, b u t  w i l l  become t ransparent  s iqns  point ing beyond yourselves,  
s igns  of t h e  kingdom. "...seeing your good works, they w i l l  p ra i se  
your Father  i n  heaven". 

The Lion i s  God: Let us hear a Masai e l d e r  speaking t o  Vincent Donovan 
i n  Tanzania: 

He sa id :  "For a man r'eally to believe i s  li!ce a l i o n  going a f t e r  i t s  
prey. His nose and eyes and ears pick up tho prey. His legs give him 
the  speed t o  catch it. A l l  t he  power of h is  body i s  involved i n  the  
t e r r i b l e  death. leap and s?:r;ile b l m ~  t o  the  neck wi th  the  front paw, 
the  b l m  tha t  n c ~ h a l l y  k i l l s .  Awl as the  aninal goes down, t he  l i on  
envelopes it i v i  h i s  arms fmasai r e f e r  t o  the  front legs of an animal 
as i t s  arms) p ~ l l s  it t o  himself,  and makes i t  part of himself.  This 
i s  the  way a l i o n  k i l l s .  This i s  the  way a mcm bel ieves .  This  i s  
what f a i t h  i s .  " 

I looked a t  t h e  e l d e r  i n  s i l e n c e  and amazement. Fa i th  understood 
l i k e  t h a t  would expla in  why, when my own f a i t h  was gone, I ached i n  
every f i b r e  of my being. But my wise old teacher  was not f in i shed  yet .  

"Ne did not search you out,  Padr?:",he sa id  t o  me. 'We did not 
even want ycu t o  come t o  U S .  YOU searched U S  out. You followed us  away 
.fromyourhouse i n t o  the  bush, i n t o  the  plains, i n t o  the  steppes where 
our c a t t l e  are, i n t o  the  h i l l s  where we take our c a t t l e  for water, i n t o  
our vilZages, i n t o  our homes. You to7d us  of the  High God, how we must 
search for him, even leave our land ard our people t o  j%nd him. But we 
have not done t % s .  GIe have not l e f t  our land. We have not searched 



for h im .  He has searched for us. He ha.? searched us out ad found 
us .  AZZ the time we think we are the  Zion. I n  the end the Zion i s  
God. 

The l i o n  is God. Of course .  Goodness and k indness  and h o l i n e s s  
and grace  and d iv ine  p resence  and c r e a t i n g  power and s a l v a t i o n  were 
he r e  b e f o r e  I go t  he r e .  Even t h e  f u l l e r  unders tand ing  o f  God's 
r e v e l a t i o n  t o  man, o f  t h e  s a l v i f i c  a c t  t h a t  had been accomplished 
once and f o r  a l l  f o r  t h e  human r a c e ,  was h e r e  b e f o r e  I go t  he r e .  My 
r o l e  as a h e r a l d  o f  t h a t  gospe l ,  a s  messenger o f  t h e  news of  what had 
a l r e a d y  happened i~ t h e  world ,  a s  t h e  person  whose t a s k  it was t o  
p o i n t  t o  " t he  one who had s t ood  i n  t h e i r  mids t  whom t h e y  d i d  n o t  
recognize"  was o n l y  a small p a r t  o f  tt:e miss ion  o f  God t o  t h e  world ,  
I t  w a s  a mys te r ious  p a r t ,  a dem<anded ptrt: "Woe t o  me i f  I do  n o t  
p reach  t h e  gospel".  

I t  was a r o l e  t h a t  would r e q u i r e  eve ry  t a l e n t  and i n s i g h t  and 
s k i l l  and g i f t  and s t r e n g t h  I had, t o  be  s p e n t  w i thou t  q e s t i o n ,  
w i thou t  s t i n t ,  and y e t  i n  t h e  humbling knowledge t h a t  o n l y  t h a t  p a r t  
o f  it would be m d e  u s e  o f  which f i t  i n t o  t h e  immeasurably g r e a t e r  
p l a n  o f  t h e  r e l e n t l e s s ,  pursu ing  God whose w i l l  on t h e  world w i l l  not  
be  thwar ted .  The Lion is God. (Vincent  Donovan i n  Chris t iani ty  
Rediscovered Orbis  Books, 1979) .  

I V .  THE STILL POINT OF ENDERVOL'R 

When we f i r s t  s e t  o u t  t o  work f o r  God t h e  chances a r c  t h a t  w e  a r e  
m r e  o r  less Pe l ag i an  and have a reasonably  c l e a r  ideoloqy.  We se t  
o u t  ' t o  do God's w i i l ' ,  and he  is  indeed  iucky  t o  have u s  around t o  
do it. We t h e  a c t o r s ,  h e  t h e  s p e c t a t o r .  

For some, t h a t  s tate o f  a f f a i r s  l a s t s  u n t i l  middle age  tempers 
it a r d  t h e y  s l i d e  q u i e t l y  and s a d l y  j.nto mediozr i ty .  

But  what should  happen, and I h e l i e v e  is t h e  normal p rog re s s  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n s  i n  any walk o f  l i f e  who have remained a le r t ,  s eek ing  and 
p r a y e r f u l ,  i s  a t r a n s j - t i o n  from be ing  i n  d i a logue  w i th  God as neighbour 
(w i th  a l l  t h e  demarcat ion d i s p u t e s  t h a t  i t  jnvo lves )  t o  be ing  i n  
un ion  wi th  God. The mys t i c s  t a l k  mucn to us  about  t h i s ,  b u t  we should  
n o t  t h i n k  of it a s  p roper  t o  a p r i v i l e g e d  few. Most o f  t h e  Church ' s  
con templa t ives  a c e  not i n  'cor i templat ive '  communities. And t h e r e  i s  
no doubt t h a t  missiori i n  a r e a s  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  o r  c r l s e s  i n  l i f e  which 
remove any c l a r i t y  about  what we can o r  ought  t o  do ,  imprisonment,  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a1.l w e  have g iven  o u r  l i v e s  f o r ,  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s ,  
even be ing  p r e s e n t  t o  scenes  of i r r a t i o n a l  v io l ence  ( a s  i n  o u r  r i o t s  
i n  L iverpool  e i g h t e e n  m n t h s  ago:,  - these  moments a r e  demands from 
God t o  s t e p  i n t o  q u i t e  a new type  of p resence  and communion. 

I t  i s  a conver5;ion which we cannot  programme o r  a ch i eve ,  b u t  which 
God's S p i r i t  w i l l  work i n  u s  i f  we a r e  open t o  i t  and pe r s eve r ing .  we 
recognize  it by h ind-s igh t .  I t  i s ,  I h e l i e v e ,  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n : -  

- from 'coming t o  30 God's w i l l '  ( P s a l m i s t )  t o  reall:, 
s e ek ing  ' t h a t  God's w i l l  be done i n  u s '  (Elary) 

- from moral endeavour - f o r  God t o  con templa t ive  union w i t h  .- 
him 



I have d i e d  a l r eady .  O r  a s  Pau l  s i n g s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h a t  
chap t e r :  I am now s u r e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  d e a t h ,  no r  l i f e . . .  no 'power' ... 
can  come between u s  and t h e  l o v e  of  God. 

Conversion: As I s a y ,  t h i s  convers ion  should happen i n  a l l  o u r  l ives ,  
t h i s  convers ion  from a c t i v e  endeavour t o  con templa t ive  

union.  It may hanpen d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  it may c r e e p  up on us  s o f t l y ,  
s o f t l y ,  b u t  it i s  po t  a n  o d d i t y  f o r  a mys t i c a l  few. On t h e  o t h e r  
hand it can  e a s i l y  b e  missed because it f e e l s  l i k e  a l o s s  o f  c e r t a i n t y ,  
a l o s s  of f a i t h ,  a l e a p  i n t o  t h e  dark .  It is l i k e  a s h i p  l e av ing  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  o f  nav iga t i on  l i g h t s  and f i n d i n p  i t s e l f  i n  open s ea .  There 
i s  need f o r  mutual  encouragement i n  t h i s .  Nhen you a r e  a f r a i d  of 
'going around t h e  bend ' ,  f r i e n d s  t o  go  round t h e  bend w i t h ,  is p r e c i o u s  - 
o r  even ~ u i d a n c e  from those  who have a l r e a d y  gone round. 

Four f i n a l  thoughts  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  you: 

1) Th i s  convers ion  u she r s  i n  an  i n t e n s e  s o l i t u d e  o f  conmunion. We d i s -  
cover  

t h a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r s e l f  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  end a n  u l t i m a t e  a l o n e s s  b u t  
a r a d i c a l  s o l i d a r i t v  and communion w i t h  a l l  God's beloved people .  

And you mi s s ione r s  w i l l  know t h a t  t h i s  comunion  is  a l i v i n g  
conve r sa t i on  w i t h  t h e  noor ,  t h e  f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e  v o i c e l e s s ,  t h e  wounded, 
t h e  d i spos se s sed .  So w e  c a r r y  i n  o u r s e l v e s ,  wherever we a r e ,  a deep 
s u f f e r i n g ( p e r h a p s  t h e  s o c i a l  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h a t  wound of l ove  t h a t  
S t .  Teresa  and o t h e r  mys t ics  spealc o f ) .  tie b e a r  wounds o f  love  which 
never  h e a l ,  t h e  wounds o f  t h e  r i s e n  Lord. 

2)  But a l s o  w e  c a r r y  an  i n t e n s e  joy,  because t h e  Christian is  n o t  
merely a s t r i v e r  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  

y e t  t o  come b u t  a b e a r e r  o f  a l i b e r a t i o n  o f  which t h e  down-payment, 
t h e  p l e d ~ e ,  has a l r e a d y  been made. I t  is a n  enicjmatic co-ex i s tence  
of s u f f e r i n g  an0 joy which makes o u r  l i v e s ,  e s o e c i a l l y  o u r  community 
l i v e s ,  l i v i n "  s i q n s :  

from be inq  pa t rons  of h i s  Kingdom, t o  b e i n g  i n s t rumen t s  o f  h i s  King- 
dom (Today we have a thousand p a t r o n s  of peace t o  eve ry  one i n s t rumen t  
o f  peace) ; 

from J e s u s '  i n i t i a l  ' f o l l o w  m e '  t o  P e t e r  by  t h e  l a k e s i d e  c a l l i n g  him 
t o  work f o r  and preach t h e  kingdom - t o  h i s  second ' f o l l o w  m e '  by 
t h e  l a k e s i d e  a f t e r  P e t e r  had l o s t  any s e l f  assurance  o t h e r  t h a n  l o v i n g  
t h e  Lord! When you were i j o u q  you girded your se l f  and went  where 
you wotiZd; b u t  t h e  t ime  comes when y m  vi l l  be g i rded  b y  o t h e r s  and 
no t  go w;iere you choose.  Folloi ,  me. (Eomine, quo vad i s ? )  

3) I t  is a convers ion ,  - from l i v i n q  o u t  o f  d u t y  and t he r eby  keeping 
o u r  se l f - image i n t a c t ,  

o u r  a u t a r c h i c  ego res .nectable ,  t o  cabandoning t h a t  e n t i r e  game of  ' b e i n a  
somebody' b e f o r e  God and o t h e r s .  It i s  t h e  convers ion  which P a u l  t a l k s  
o f  s o  o f t e n  i n  Romans, and i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  worked o u t  i n  Chapte r  8. 
God's S p i r i t  releases u s  from lov ing  through moral endeavour,  t o  be ing  
able t o  l ove  f r e e l y ,  a s  it  w e r e ,  n a t u r a l l y .  

The convers ion  always i nvo lve s  a d e a t h ;  indeed ,  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  
g r ave ,  it invo lve s  a c o n s t a n t  dy inq ,  b u t  o n l y  t h a t  a new l i f e  and 
freedom may be r e l e a s e d  ir ,  u s .  We l e a r n  what it is t o  c o n s t a n t l y  c a r r y  
i n  t h e  Body (ou r  c o m i l n i t y  of f a i t h )  t h e  dy inq  o f  J e s u s  s o  t h a t  h i s  



r i s e n  l i f e  may be manifest. And, s u r p r i s e ,  s u r p r i s e ,  t h i s  freedom 
from f e a r  makes us invincib le :  you cannot k i l l  me f o r  I have died 
already.  

I )  Living i n  t h e  present  - one f j n a l  coment  t o  end with: a l l  our 
work and missionary endeavour i s  sure ly ,  

i n  t h e  end, enabling t h e  d a i l y  tliifiqs of peoples' l i v e s  t o  give g lory  
t o  God. It i s  t h e  experience o f  a number of people I know t h a t  t h e  
conversion I have t r i e d  t o  speak o f  enables us t o  l i v e  f a r  more f u l l y  
i n  t h e  p resen t ,  and t o  savour a l l  things.  

In  pmct ice  the way t o  contemplation i s  an o b s c ~ r i t y  so obscure 
that  it i s  YW t o y e r  even dramatic. There i s  zothing l e f t  i n  
it that  can be prasped and chelnkhed as heroic or  even unusuaZ - 
And so.. . there i s  u supreme Oatue i n  the ordinary routine of 
work uzd poverty and hadsh ip  and monotony that  characterise the 
t i v s s  o f  at2 the poor a d  uninteresting and forgotten people i n  
the worE. f~homas Merton i n  Seeds of Contemptation). 

lie a r e  not r e a l l y  a r t i s a n s  i n  God's world a r e  we! We a r e  "God's 
work of a r t "  (Ephesians). A l l  t h e  time we th ink  we a r e  t h e  l ion.  
I n  t h e  end, the  l i o n  i s  God! 
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TUFSQ?iY, 13th DEXlWBEZ, 1983 

The meetinq was chai red  by Fr. Henq  Heekeren, SVD 
President  of SEDOS. 

R3/1 Confirmatior1 of t h e  Minutes of t h e  Annual General Meeting held  
on December 9, 1982 was proposed 

by sr. Chr i s t ine  Eliddelhoff, SA., seconded by S r .  Betty Ann Kaheu, MM., 
and approved unanimously. 

83/2 Elect ion t o  Membership of t h e  Executive Committee.Mominations 
t o  membership 

of t h e  Executive Conmittee due t o  t h e  r e s igna t ion  from t h e  Committee 
of Fr. Pernanahda DiVarkar, SJ . ,  were tabled .  Fr. Divarkar's res iq-  
na t ion  had been cause6 by h i s  appointment t o  Bombay followihg t h e  
receht  General Conqreqation of t h e  J e s u i t s ,  A b a l l o t  was taken a d  
t h e  r e s u l t  was: Fr. 14ichael Amaladoss, SJ. ,  17 votes;  Fr. Me1 Brady, 
OF'I., and Fr. Frnacesco P i e r l i ,  ?ICCJ., 3 votes;  Sr .  Ann Lynch, SNDN., 
2 votes;  Sr .  ~ . ~ o u i s  Vanderstraeten, ~ c t l . , l . v o t e ;  Fr .  Michael 
Amaladoss was declared e lec ted  wi th  an absolute  n a j o r i t y .  

The President  congratulated Fr. Amaladoss and thanked h i s  
predecessor, F r .  Divarkar, SJ . ,  f o r  h i s  dedicated se rv ice  on t h e  
Committee. 

R3/3 Hall-Tonna Meeting a t  u n i v e r s i t a  Salesiana.  Fr. Benjamin Tonna 
presented a b r i e f  

explanation of t h e  meeting which he, toqether  with D r .  Brian IIall  and 
two Ass is tants  would be holdL1q on the  morrow, December 1 4 ,  a t  t h e  
[ rn ivers i ta  Salesiana.  He had a l ready sen t  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  a l l  Superior 
Generals of the  VSG and VISG toqether  with t h e  Questionnaire elabo- 
ra ted  by D r .  Hal l  and himself.  

83/4 Financia l  Statement: ~ e o - P Z U ~  Nobert, OMI., Treasurer ,  pre- 
sented  t h e  Financia l  Statement f o r  t h e  

year 1983 (1st December, 198? - 30th Novenber, 1983). The year ended 
wi th  a d e f i c i t  of l i r e  10.877.574. This was due mainly t o  add i t iona l  
c o s t s  a r i s i n g  from the  following: Salary  of temporary s t a f f ;  regis-  
t r a t i o n  of ~ t a f f  in  t h e  NRPS which involved provision f o r  medical and 
pension expenses; t r a v e l l i n g  expenses. Income was s l i g h t l y  above t h a t  
est imated.  The o v e r a l l  f inanc ia l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  SEDOS was heal thy  and 
t h e  defi-i.t das absorbed by general  savings. 

Budget 1984 The Treasurer  presented rhe  1984 Eudqet. Overal l  
savings enableci t h e  budget t o  be based on a d e f i c i t  

again i n  1984 without incres ing members' subscr ip t ion  fees.  

Approval of t h e  Financial  Statement 1903 and t h e  Budget f o r  1984 

was proposed by Fr. Me1 Rrady, OF#., seconded by Fr. Gabriele F e r r a r i ,  SX., 
an0 approved unanimously. 

The President  expressed h i s  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  Treasurer  f o r  h i s  



generous help  i n  supervis ing  the  finances of SEWS s o  excel lent ly .  

83/5 Executive S e c r e t a r y ' s  Annual Report, 1963. 

1 1. The repor t  d e a l t  with the  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Executive Committee 
throughout t h e  year and noted an increase  i n  membership of SEDOS i n  
1983. It reviewed the  Annual General Meeting of 1982, t h e  Seminars 
held i n  1993: t h e  SEWS Documentation Centre; t h e  SEDOS Bul le t in ,  
t h e  meetings of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  on some s i t u a t i o n s  i n  mission; col-  
l abora t ion  with o ther  organizat ions and Centres of Research and 
Documentation and t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t e  s t a f f .  The Executive Secretary 
a l s o  reported t h a t  four add i t iona l  appl ica t ions  f o r  membership of 
SEWS had been received i n  t h e  l a s t  few days. 

2. Arising from t h e  repor t  Sr .  TherPse Mary Barnett  asked whether 
a g r e a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  pa r t  of Superiors-General and t h e i r  
de legates  could not be ensured a t  the  Annual General Meeting? The 
overa l l  n u d e r  a t tending t h e  business meeting was only about ha l f  
t h e  number of those who had attended t h e  Seminar s e c t i o n  of t h e  
Assembly. I n  reply t h e  Executive Secretary s a i d  t h a t  many Superiors  
General were away from Rome a t  t h i s  time. He would do h i s  b e s t  t o  
ensure t h a t  t h e  da tes  were well known i n  advance f o r  1984. 

The Proposed da tes  f o r  Seminars i n  1984 should be re-examined 
a s  meetings on Tuesday could c l a s h  with da tes  already f ixed  by UISG. 
The Executive Secre tary  x i11  l i a son  with uSG/UISG and publish t h e  
January Bul l e t in .  

The da tes  f o r  t h e  SEDOS Vi l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  Res ident ia l  Seminar, 
)?arch 20-24, 1984, w i l l  not be a f fec ted .  

3. Sr .  Laura Jean Spaeth, SSND, asker! f o r  some ind ica t ion  of t h e  
use made of t h e  Documentation Centre? The Executive Secre tary  repl ied  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no f ixed pat tern .  Use of t h e  Centre by Research s tudents  
a t  t h e  Univers i t ies  o r  o the r  I n s t i t u t e s  is haphazard. Some members 
of SEWS consul t  it before going t o  v i s i t  mission s i tua t ions .  

The President  thanked t h e  Executive Secre tary  f o r  h i s  devotion 
t o  t h e  work of SEDOS. 

83/15 Possible f u r t h e r  Collaborat ion among SEDOS members: The President  
drew a t t en -  

t i o n  t o  poss ib le  s i t u a t i o r s  a r i s i n g  i n  Mission today where one Society 
d i d  not have t h e  resources t o  provide adequate personnel. He suggested 
t h a t  u p - t e d a t e  s t a t i s t i c a l  information could be gathered ind ica t ing  
where SEDOS Soc ie t i e s  had members. In  t h e  event of s p e c i a l  appeals 
being made SEWS could i n v i t e  members t o  col labora te  with one another  
o r  t o  support a p a r t i c u l a r  Society when it i n i t i a t e d  a search f o r  a 
so lu t ion .  He instanced the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  experienced i n  obta in ing qual- 
i f i e d  formation s t a f f s  f o r  new S i s t e r s  Conqregations i n  some coun t r i e s  
of Africa and p r o j e c t s  concerning J u s t i c e  and Peace. 

The Executive Secre tary  undertook t o  c o l l e c i  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  in- 
formation and t o  pursue t h e  proposal i n  t h e  coming year. Sr .  Betty 
Ann Maheu of t h e  UISG offered  t h e  co-operation of UISG with s t a t i s t i c s .  



R3/7 The Assembly approved unanimously the  proposal of  Sr. Therese 
Mary Barnett  t h a t  congra tu la t ions  be s e n t  t o  Fr .  H e ~ i  Monde, 

WF., on t h e  occasion of h i s  r s l d e n  J u b i l e e  a s  a p r i e s t  on December 2 3 ,  
1983. Fr. Mond6 was one of t h e  founder-members of  SEDOS i n  1966. 

A3/9 The Pres ident  thanked Fr .  Thomas Cull ianan,  O.S.B. again f o r  h i s  
ve ryva luab le  address t o  t h e  Seminar on S p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  c o n f l i c t .  

The l a rge  at tendance g r e a t l y  apprec ia ted  h i s  coming t o  SEDOS f o r  t h i s  
Seminar. FTe thanked Fr. Mike F i t zge ra ld ,  PA., f o r  moderating t h e  
s e s s i o n  and the  o t h e r  p a n e l i s t s  - Sr.  Paquita  Tomayo, RSW., 
Fr. Gabriele  F e r r a r i ,  SX., Fr. Jack Thora, I F . ,  and Fr. John Gorski,  MM. 
He a l s o  thanked the  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  t h e  Brothers  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Schools 
and a l l  who had col labora ted  i n  preparing t h e  Assembly. 

Sr. Paquita Tomayo concluded the  pruceedings with a prayer.  

- end - 

FR: BEhmTRT MONDE, SMA., CO-FOUNDER OF SEDOS 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  Second Vatican Council a small group 
o f  missionaries  m e t  and discussed t h e  problems of miss ionar ies  and 
the  poss ib le  new d i r e c t i o n s  i n  mission which would emerge from the  
Council. They were Fr. Mondb, SMA., Fr. Meltzen, O.CARM.,Fr. Volker, 
WF. and Fr .  Schdt te ,  SVD. 

The meetings and d iscuss ion  of  t h i s  small group had far-reaching 
consequences f o r  t h e  e labora t ion  of t h e  Council 's  Missionary Decree 
Ao GENTES. The group a l s o  launched t h e  idea  of founding SEDOS and 
from t h i s  group came the  f i r s t  t h r e e  Pres idents  of SEDOS, Fr .  Volker, 
Fr. Schdtte  and then  Fr.  MondB. 

Fr .  blond6 i s  s t i l l  happily w i t h  us and ce lebra ted  t h e  Goldell 
Jub i l ee  of h i s  o rd ina t ion  a s  a p r i e s t  on 23rd December, 1983. 

Congratulat ions Fr. Monde! 

We i n  SEDOS remember you with q r a t i t u d e  and good wishes t h a t  you 
may continue t o  enjoy good h e a l t h ,  happiness and Gods loving  ca re  f o r  
many years.  



John Corski,  EIbl. ,  who worked i n  Bol iv ia  f o r  18 years  reminded us  
t h a t  ideoloqies need not necessa r i ly  be understood 

i n  ;! p e j o r a t i v e  sense. Any ideology w i l l  indeed he p a r t i a l .  A 
~ l u r a l i t y  of ont ions  a r i s i n q  fron! a p l u r a l i t y  of p l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  
and t h e i r  ideologies  i s  not necessa r i ly  unhealthy. We have t o  guard 
aga ins t  t he  tendency t o  regard only "o thers"  a s  having ideoloqies .  
We a l l  have had differenr:  experiences of t h e  l i v i n g  Cad. I t  is 
e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  ideologies  be subjec ted  t o  t h e  word of God and t o  our  
experience of God. 

from Chile emphasized t h e  need t o  approach 
s i t u a t i o n s  by accepting t h e  r e a l i t y  of  c o n f l i c t  

i n  our  own communities anc? our peoples. Lat in  America i s  developing 
i t s  own c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s n i r i t u a l i t y  i n  response t o  t h e  challenge of 
c o n f l i c t .  We have t o  accept  ambiguity a s  p a r t  of  ' t h e  reality1; it 
i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b u i l d  coymunity, t o  f ind  t h e  road,  t o  g ive  answers 
i n  concrete s i t u a t i o n s .  Only when we accept  t h e  r e a l i t y  of a s i t u a t i o n  
is it poss ib le  t o  be c r e a t i v e ,  t o  discover t h e  values i n  peoples. 
The s a n c t i f j c a t i o n  of ~ e o o l e  t h a t  can be a consequence of  t h i s  
approach leads  t o  martyrdom to-day. Me need t o  accept  t h e  r e a l i t y  
of un ive r sa l  love. Isle need t o  l i s t e n  t o  c1ie S p i r i t  i n  given s i t u a t i o n s .  
That is s u f f i c i e n t .  

Jack Thoro, I.7.F. who l ived  i n  Uganda s ince  1953 o f t en  had t o  f a l l  
back on the  b a s i c  a t t i t u d e  of bein? w i l l i n g  simply 

" t o  be t h e r e "  Journeys were o f t e n  b?gun l i t e r a l l y  ' i n  Gods' name' 
not knowinq what woulr! happen on the  way and whether one would arri .ve 
a t  one ' s  d e s t i n a t i o n .  We need t o  give our f r i ends  s i t u a t e d  i n  these  
a r e a s  of  c o n f l i c t  a messa7e of hope, of courage r e a l i s i n g  t h a t  
b a s i c a l l y ,  a l l  we have t o  nold on t o  is  our f a i t h .  

Gabriele  F e r r a r i ,  SX., Superior  General of  t h e  Saver iani  has had t o  
deal  with recent  continuing expulsions of 

members of h i s  s o c i e t y ,  ?in occurence no longer uncommon today. Ile 
sugaes ts  a s  elements o f  a s ~ i r i t u a l i . t y :  acceptance o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
f a i t h ,  compassion, having "a reconci l ing  hear t"  i n  the midst of t h e  
c o n f l i c t  and l a s t l y ,  f l e x i b i l i t y .  The I t a l i a n  t e x t  of h i s  connnent 
follows: 

ilN CASO PA9TICOLARE: I L  BU9UNDI E LE ESPULSIONI 
D E I  IIISSIOIIARI - 

Davanti a i  cas i  ormsi f requent i  d i  e spu l s ion i  d i  miss ionar i  s i  
Donqono d e i  problemi hen c o n c r e t i  d i  reazione da p a r t e  d i  un I s t i t u t o  
che ha q id  o l t r e  v c n t i  c o n f r a t e l l i  messi a!.la porta .  S i  t r a t t a  
certamente d i  e snu l s ion i  causate da uni? ? o l i t i c a  r a z z i a l e  e - conse- 
quentemente - a n t i e c c l e s i a l e  i n  segui to  ad una presa  d i  posizione 
evangelica dei. miss ionar i  che non accet tano supinamente l a  p o l i t i c a  

qovernativa. 



La tensione ne c o n f r a t e l l i  a causa d i  ques te  e spu l s ion i  s i  f a  
f o r t e ;  molte domande nascono n e l l a  l o r o  t e s t a ;  i c o n f l i t t i  sono 
comprensibi l i :  
con l o  s t a t o  che e s p e l l e ,  
con l a  Chiesa l o c a l e  che non prende posizione e non difende g l i  e s p u l s i ;  
con 1 ' I s t i t u t o  s t e s s o  che non pud prendere dec i s ion i  adequate. 

CHE SPIPITUALITR PER UNA STAGIOW 
COSI W C O  FELICE? 

1. accet taz ione  d e l l a  s i tuaz ione:  non s f u g g i r l a ,  a c c e t t a r l a  p s i t i v a -  
mente come una s f i d a  (chal lenge)  : & 

l a  s i tuaz ione  normale d e l l a  missione oggi: non siamo p i3  guardat i  come 
i b e n e f a t t o r i ,  ma p i u t t o s t o  come i trouble-makers i n d e s i d e r a t i  d a l l o  
s t a t o  e anche d a l l a  chiesa ,  qualche volta!. . .  

2 .  fede per  leggere cpieste s i t u a z i o n i  e vedervi il l a t o  p o s i t i v o  ed - 
anche quel lo  negativo: fede per r e s t a r e  con l a  popolazione 

e per  condividere il l o r o  d e s t i n o  d i f f i c i l e .  

3. compassione o s s i a  s o f f r i r e  insieme con l a  popolazione l e  l o r o  
d i f f i c o l t z ,  senza s o t t r a r c i  a l l e  nos t re  responsabi l i tZ ,  

infondendo l o r o  speranza: l ' o r a  a t t u a l e  B ca r i ca  d i  p o t e n z i a l i t a  
~ s i t i v e  per  l a  c r e s c i t a  d e l l a  ch iesa ,  anche s e  o r a  sono piii v i s i b i l i  
que l l e  negative. 

. l o t t a r e  con La popolazione, ma con cuore r i c o n c i l i a t o ,  senza 
seminare 

u l t e r i o r e  d i o  o volontd d i  vendetta.  

5. f l e s s i b i l i t a  pe r  poter  r ispondere a l i e  necess i t z  d e l  momento senza 
e s s e r e  c o s t r e t t i  dal.le l egg i  r i g i d e  che ( f o r s e )  p s s o n o  

andare bene per i tempi normali,  ma che certamente devono es se re  
u s a t e  con una maggiore e l a s t i c i t 3  nei tempi d e l a  c o n f l i t t u a l i t Z .  

Roma, assembles de l  SEDOS, 13 dicemhre 1983. 



This Report i s  f o r  t h e  period December 1, 1982 t o  November 30, 1983. 

I. MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITPEE 1983 

President:  rr. Henry Heekeren, SVD 
Vice President: S r .  Marciana O'Keefe, NDA 
Treasurer: Fr. Leo Paul Iiobert , Oh11 
Members : Fr. Permananda Divatkar, SJ 

Fr ,  Michael Fi tzgera ld ,  PA 
Sr .  Chr is t ine  Yiddelhoff, SA 
Sr .  Giuseppina Tresoldi ,  SMC 

Executive Secretary:  Fr. Wil l ie  Jenkinson, CSSp. 

l.leetings Held: Meetings were held every month except i n  J u l y  and 
August, 1983. 

Resignation: Due t o  h i s  re-appointment t o  Bombay following the  
recent  J e s u i t  Congregation Fr. Permananda Divarkar, SJ.  

resiqned from t h e  Committee. I r i s  successor w i l l  be e lec ted  a t  the  
Annual General Meeting on Decenber 13, 1983. 

I I. SEDOS t,!Et,fBERSHIP 

Xew Members who joined SEDOS durinq the  p a s t  twelve months were: 

1. The: Their  app l i ca t ion  f o r  
membership was approved - - - 

a t  t h e  Executive Committee meeting of May, 19113. The Superior General 
is Sr .  Margaret Ledwith and her address i s  a t  23, Cross Avenue, Black- 
rock Dublin, Ireland.  

2. The: Their applica-  
t i o n  f o r  

membership was approve6 a t  the Executive Committee meeting of  June,1903. 
The Congreqation wan known formerly a s  the  Ladies of nary. The Superior 
General is S i s t e r  Bernadette Lecluyse and her address is Via Rivarone, 
100-int.9, 00166, Roma. 

3. Tota l  Membership is now 51, 20 Soc ie t i e s  of women and 34 Soc ie t i e s  of 
men. 

The General. Assembly was he la  on Cecember 9, 1982. 

Par t ic ipants :  There were seventy-six ?resent representing th i r ty-nine  
member Soc ie t i e s .  

Speakers: D r .  Emilio Castro, Director of the  Commission on World Mission 
an6 Evangelism (CI?P?E) of t h e  Worlcl Council of Churches (WCC). 
Msgr. Basi l  Meeking, Vatican Secre ta r i a te  f o r  Promoting Chr i s t i an  
Unity. 



Topic: Xission and Evangelism: 9n Ecumenical Affirmation. 

The addresses of D r .  Emilio Castro and Monsignor Basil  Meeking 
were much appreciated. There was good par t i c ipa t ion  and t h e  discussion 
revealed a wide convergence of  views on Mission to-day on t h e  pa r t  of  
the CWtIE, SEDOS and t h e  Vatican Secre ta r i a te .  

Here it is appropriate t h a t  I draw your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p i n t -  
ment of  S i s t e r  Joan Delaney I.m, p a s t  Executive Secretary of SEDOS a s  
Consultant t o  t h e  C o d s s i o n  on World blission and Evangelism (CWME) of 
t h e  World Council of Churches between t h e  Secre ta r i a te  f o r  Chr i s t i an  
Unity i n  Rome and the  World Council of Churches i n  Geneva. Sincere 
good wishes t o  S i s t e r  Joan. 

I V .  SEDOS SEtlINARS 1983 

The general theme chosen f o r  t h e  Seninars was DIAMGUE a s  a 
follow-up t o  t h e  SEDOS research Seminar on t h e  f u t u r e  of Mission held 
i n  March, 1981. Following i s  a b r i e f  note on the  Seminars which were 
he id .  

1. D I A M G U E  I N  MISSION: This Seminar was held on Narch 1-5, 1983 a t  
v i l l a  Cava l l e t t i .  

Pa r t i c ipan t s :  There were f i f t y  e i g h t  present  representing 
for ty-s ix  member soc ie t i e s .  

Speakers: ?!onsignor Jean Zoa, Archbishop of  Yaounde, 
Cameroun. 
Fr. Ignat ius  Hirudayan, SJ,  India .  
Sr .  Ishpriya,  RSCJ, India. 
Sr .  Eugenia d lCosta  OLM, Bangladesh. 
Fr. Desnrond Hartford, SSC, Phil ippines.  
Sr .  Naris Arlinda, Brazi l .  

Conferences : Dialogue wi th  Hindus, Muslims, Tradi t ional  
Religions, t h e  Poor. 

Assessment: The personal  accounts of l ived  experiences i n  s i t u a t i o n  
of dialoque were highly appreciated;  We experienced some 

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  the f i n a l  syn thes i s  which lacked t h e  r ichness 
of t h e  experiences and re f l ec t ions .  Future Seminars should take t h i s  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n t o  considerat ion when adopting a methodology; Overail 
assessment: very good t o  excel lent .  (See SEDOS Bul le t in  8 3 / ~ 0 . 8  f o r  t h e  
f u l l  Report).  

The assessments of t h e  March Seminar remarked on t h e  absence of a 
t reatment of dialogue with Buddhists and "Post Christ ians".  The 
Executive Committee decided t o  hold two Seminars of one day dura t ion on 
these topics .  

2.  DIALCGUE WITH BUDDHISTS: lhis Seminar was held on October 11, 1983 a t  
t h e  Pass ionis t  S i s t e r s  Centre. 

Par t ic ipants :  There were t h i r t y  t h r e e  representing twenty 
member Socie t ies .  
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Speakers : 

Conferences: 

Fr .  Marcello Zago, OMI, Secretary t o  t h e  
Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  Non-Christians. 
Fr .  Edward Malone, MM, Secretary to  t h e  
Federation of Asian Bishop's Conferences, FABC. 

Dialogue with Buddhists and 'The FRBC and 
Dialogue'. 

Assessment: The speakers were excel lent .  tlany p a r t i c i p a n t s  lacked 
personal experience of Buddhism and so  r e f l e c t i o n  tended 

t o  d e a l  with dialogue i n  general.  Spe&ero agreed t h a t  t h e  theology 
of dialogue has n o t  yet  d e a l t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  with the  b a s i c  c o n f l i c t  
between t h e  s a l v i f i c  nature of o ther  r e l i g i o n s  and t h e  c a l l  t o  evan- 
ge l i sa t ion .  The S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  Non-Christian5 i s  organising a 
theologica l  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h i s  issue.  The concluding Celebrat ion o f  
t h e  Euchar is t ic  was much appreciated.  (See Sedos Bul l e t in  83/No.14 
f o r  t h e  f u l l  9 e p c r t ) .  

3.  DIALOGUE WITH 'POST CHRISTIANS': This  was held on November 8 ,  1983 
a t  the  Generalate of t h e  Chr i s t i an  

Brothers. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  : 

Speakers : 

Conferences : 

Brothers. This Seminar concluded 
the cu r ren t  s e r i e s  on Dialogue. 

'There were seventy present  represent- 
ing 33 member s o c i e t i e s .  

& .  Chris t ine  WeizsHcker-Radtker 
Fr. Jean Yves Calvez, SJ. 

Modern Youth on t h e  Verge of 
De-Secularisation? 
The 'Post Chr i s t i an '  phenomenon 
to-day with Specia l  Reference t o  
Asia, Lat in  America and Africa. 

Assessment: The Speakers were exce l l en t  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was l i v e l y  
and involved. l'he Seminar widened horizons and focused 

a t t e n t i o n  on m n y  of t h e  problems .?.rid oppor tuni t ies  associa ted  with 
t h e  pos t -chr is t ian  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  world to-day with s p e c i a l  reference 
t o  youth. Pa r t i c ipan t s  would have welcomed a longer panel d iscuss ion 
i n  t h e  afternoon session.  The Seminar concluded with t h e  Celebrat ion 
of t h e  Eucharist.  (See Sedos Bul l e t in  93/No.19 f o r  t h e  f u l l  Report).  

V. MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

During t h e  year  Sedos held a number of spec ia l  meetings. These 
were open t o  a l l  b u t  were of spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  t o  some members. The 
following were t h e  main t o p i c s ,  speakers and d a t e s  of t h e  meetings: 

1. Sudan: Friday, January 21; shared information. 
Wednesday, May 25; Fr. B U r g O S ,  1J.F. 
Wednesday, October 8; Sr.  Josephine Tresoldi ,  SMC. 

2. Guatemala:Tuesday, February 15 & Wednesday February 16; I n  con- 
junction with the  J u s t i c e  and Peace of USG/UISG. Representa- 
t i v e s  o f  t h e  Guatemalan J u s t i c e  and Peace Commission. 

3. Mozambique: Friday,  October 14; Fr .  Salvatore  Calvia,  MCCJ. 



4. Nicaragua: Thursday, November 10; Sr .  Marlene de Nardo, SNDN. 

5. South Af r i c a .  Monday, November 21; Fr .  Ignaz Dekkers, CSSR. 

V I .  SEDOS BULLETIN 

There i s  a f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  B u l l e t i n .  C i r -  
c u l a t i o n  is now approximately  000. The B u l l e t i n  is pub l i shed  eve ry  
two weeks excep t  a t  Chris tmas and E a s t e r  and i n  August. The normal 
c o s t  is $12.00 i n  Europe and $14.00 i n  o t h e r  Cont inen ts .  Gene ra l a t e s  
o f  member S o c i e t i e s  r e c e i v e  t h e  B u l l e t i n  f r e e .  The p r i c e  charged i s  
meant t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  t h e  c o s t  o f  postage and p r i n t i n g .  

I n  February ,  1983 we made a f i r s t  a t t emp t  t o  o b t a i n  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  B u l l e t i n  from r eade r s .  345 e v a l u a t i o n  f o r m  were s e n t  o u t ,  
120 t o  I t a l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  one t o  each member S o c i e t y ,  and 225 t o  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  i n  Europe and t o  o t h e r  Cont inen ts .  69 (20%) completed 
forms were r e tu rned .  An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e p l i e s  fo l lows :  

E x c e l l e n t  V.Good Good - F a i r  Poor (Tb t a l  - --  
B u l l e t i n  i n  General  29 (42.09) 27 (39.1%) 12  (17.3%) 1 (1.4%) - 69 

Choice of Ar t j - c l e s  23 (33.0%) 35 (50.7%) 9 (13.0%) 2 (2.8%) - 69 

P r e s e n t a t i o n  15 (21.7%) 26 (37.7%) 23 (33.34,) 3 (4.3%) 2 (2.9%) 69 

Elail ing Arranqements 27 (3'3.1%) 23 (33.3%) 1 5  (23.2%) 3 (4.3%) - 69 

(The numbers i n  b r a c k e t s  above i n d i c a t e  t l ie  pe rcen taqes  o f  completed 
forms) . 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e l B u l l e t i n  a p a r t  from t h e  Gene ra l a t e s  of Member 
S o c i e t i e s  i n  Rome i s  as fol lows:  

Europe ( o u t s i d e  I t a l y )  - 100 Rorth  America - 46 
A s i a  - 80 ~ u s t r a l i a / M e w  Guinea - 1 8  
Af r i c a  - 70 L a t i n  America - 16  
I t a l y  - 70 

A r t i c l e s ,  b o t h  o r i g i n a l  and r e - p r i n t s ,  appear ing  i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  
a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  quoted i n  o t h e r  Reviews. 

V I I  . DOCULTENTATION CEC7I'RE 

The Documentation Cent re  ha s  v e r y  n e a r l y  reached t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
be ing  kep t  up-to-date manually. The Execut ive  Committee has begun a 
f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u s ing  a Computer a i d e d  system 
which would be used a l s o  f o r  t h e  SEDOS B u l l e t i n  and t h e  Genera l  Of f i c e .  

V I I I .  SECRETARIATE 

The s t a f f  is as fo l lows :  

Ms. ~ n t i g o n ;  Lloyd : Bull .et in.  
1 .  J a c i n t h a  Alaqiah : S e c r e t a r i a l .  
M s .  I n g r i d  Besch : Documentation. 



The S t a f f  (continued) 

S r .  Ursula S t o l z ,  CPPS. : Temporary S e c r e t a r i a l .  
Sr. Agnetta Pionkowski, SPS.Part  time: Documentation. 
M s .  P h i l i ~ p a  Voolridge Par t  t i n e :  Documentation. 
S r .  Kathleen England, OSU. P a r t  time: Documentation. 
Fr.  Wi l l i e  Jenkinson CSSp. : Executive Secretary.  

The post  of Ass is tant  t o  t h e  Executive Secre tary  remains unf i l l ed .  
Sr .  Ursula, on Sabbat ica l  i n  Rome, i s  temporari ly working a t  t he  
S e c r e t a r i a t e .  The Executive Sec re ta ry ' s  term of o f f i c e  was renewed f o r  
a period of t h r e e  years  a s  from J u l y  1983. 

The S e c r e t a r i a t e  maintained contact  and co l l abora t ion  with t h e  
Congregation f o r  t h e  Evanael isat ion of Peop1es;Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t e a  
f o r  Promoting Chr i s t i an  Unity: Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  Non-Christian 
Religions;  The Unions of Superiors  General of women and men (UISG and 
USG) i n  Rome; Multimedia, Agrimissio and o t h e r  Organisations having 
a mission i n t e r e s t  o r  dimension. 

The Secre tary  represented SEDOS a t  t h e  Mission Congress organised 
a t  B a l t i m r e  i n  Xarch 1983 I J ~  t he  United S t a t e s  Catholic  Mission 
Association (USCPYA). He a l s o  col lahora ted  with o t h e r  Centres such a s  
Pro Mundi Vi ta ,  (PFIV) Brusse ls ;  t he  Centre f o r  Concern (USA) ; t he  
Centre f o r  applied Research i n  t he  Apostolate (CARA), USA, t h e  Advisory 
Committee t o  t h e  Cathol ic  Lectureship a t  S e l l y  Oak Colleges,  Birming- 
ham, Enqland; t h e  Commission fo r  World i-lission and Evangelisat ion 
(CT'4ME) o f  t h e  Tiorld Council o f  Churches (Geneva). 

I X .  ALIA 

1. MISSION I N  DIALOGUE, New York, Orbis  Books; Pp.688,the account o f  
t h e  SEDOS Mission Research Seminar, 1981, has 
been very we l l  received and reviewed. It was 

s ing led  o u t  by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  [Cissionary B u l l e t i n  f o r  s p e c i a l  
mention a s  one o f  t h e  15  outstanding books on :lission published i n  1983. 

2. LA MISSIONE NEGLI ANMI 2000 Bologna, E d i t r i c e  Missionaria ( E M I ) ;  
Pp.490, a t r a n s l a t i o n  of p a r t  of MISSION 

I N  DIALOGUE, i.s a l s o  ' se l l ing  well .  ~ 0 t h  books a r e  ava i l ab le  i n  Rome 
Bookshops. 

3. SEDOS col labora ted  with t h e  Diocese o f  Rome i n  organis ing  t h e  Memorial - 
Service  on Wednesday, :larch 3, 1983, on t h e  t h i r d  anniversary  o f  

t h e  martyrdom of Mgr. Romero. 

4. WCC VIth ASSEMBLY, Vancouver 1983. A Report on t h e  mission aspect  
of t h e  Assembly was prepared by Sr.  .Mary Motte FCIM 

a t  t h e  reques t  of t h e  Executive Cormittee. The Report appeared i n  SEDOS 
B u l l e t i n  R3/~0.16. I t  i s  heing t r a ~ l s l a t e d  i n t o  German f o r  publ ica t ion  
i n  TJerbum SVD the  review of t h e  Missiological  I n s t i t u t e ,  Sankt Augustin. 

X. CONCLUSION 

There i s  once aqain a modest inc rease  i n  membership and i n q u i r i e s  
about membership have been received from a number of Soc ie t i e s .  The 
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CMF 
c s s p .  
c s s p .  
Frn.5 
FMG 
FSC 
ICPI 
ICt3 
ICM 
IC 
MCCJ 
MCCJ 
MEP 
t4M 
HP! 
MMS 
MHM 
XSC 
MSC 
MSF 
MDA 
C-CARM 
OFN 
OLM 
OM1 
OM1 

OM1 
M I  
OP 
PA 
PA 
PA 
PIME 
PIME 
RSCJ 
RSCJ 
RSCJ 
RSCJ 
RSCJ 
RSCX 
RGS 
SA 
SA 
SA 
SA 

Names : 

JoAo Be. Elegale 
Thomas F a r r e l l y  
J i m  McDonnell 
S h e i l a  O 'Nei l  
B e r n a d e t t e  Lecluyse  
Ren i ldo  F e l i c i a n o  
D e  Meyer Armandine 
V a n d e r s t r a e t a n  Marilou 
Fernando Mat i lda  
Delia Busso 
Francesco  P i e r l i  
Greggio S i l v i o  
J. I t q a i n a  
Joseph O ' N e i l l  
J o h n  Gorski  
Denise  E l l i o t  
H e i n r i c h  P a l l h u b e r  
John Bosman 
Denis  Murphy 
J o h n  Kroegman 
Marie Rose Begut 
J a n a r  Poespowardoj o  
Me1 Brarly 
Marie Vianney Lawless 
F r a n c i s  E. George 
B i l l  Sheehan 
John Greene 
Leo Pau l  Nobert 
B. O l i v i e r  
Michael F i t z g e r a l d  
Thora Jack  
Aelvoet  W a l t e r  
P. Franco Cagnasso 
P. nomenico colombo 
! . I i l l icent  F r a n c i s  
P a q u i t a  Tomayo 
Viv ien  Bowman 
Georgie  B l a z e r  
P a u l i n a  Lopez 
V i c t o r i a  Busch 
Monica Veehan 
Maria P o u l i o t  
P i e r r e t t e  Coud6 
V i o l e t  Sammut 
C h r i s t i n e  Middelhoff 

SCJ 
SCJ 
SCJ 
SCMM-T 
SDB 
SFB 
SFB 
S J  
SJG 
SJG 
SJG 
SM 
SMM 
SPA 
SXSII 
SMC 
SNDN 
SPS 
SShD 
SSND 
SSS 
SSC 
SSPS . 
SVD 
SVD 
SVD 
SX 
SX 
TO3 
LIISG 

SEDOS 

W i l l i b r o r d o  Van Den Boogaard 
J a c k  S t e f f e n  
P e t e r  Sanders  
Th6rese  > l a r y  B a r n e t t  
Anthony Smit 
E i t h n e  Hughes 
Marie O d i l e  S a b a t i e r  
Cas imi r  Gnanadickam 
Aloys ius  Shannon 
B r i a n  O'DonnelS 
Bro.  Gabino 
B a r r y  Malone 
Marcel  Gendrot 
W. Van Frankenhui j sen  
Margaret  S l a u g h t e r  
Giuseppina T r e s o l d i  
Ann Lynch 
John Brady 
Laura J e a n  S p a e t h  
P a t r i c i a  F r o s t  
Maureen Flood 
lrlilliam H a l l i d e n  
Eugenia Berning 
Henry Heekeren 
C a r l o s  Pape 
Jacob  Kavumkal 
G a b r i e l e  F e r r a r i  
m r i n i  F rancesco  
Aiden l lu l l aney  
B e t t y  Ann Maheu 
Bob Drake 

Wil l ie  J e n k i n s o n ,  CSSp. 
Agne t ta  Pionkowski, SSPs. 
J a c i n t h a  Alagiah 
I n g r i d  Besch 

T r a n s l a t o r s  

S r  . B e r n a d e t t e  Ganne 
S r .  Maria Paula  
M s .  Bianca B e l l e l l i  
M s .  C a t h l e e n  E l s l a n d e r  

SPEAKER: Thomas C u l l i n a n ,  OSB 



MINISTRIES FOR A DYNAMIC LOCAL CAURCA 

0 
V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i ,  Via 24 Maggio 54, G r o t t a f e r r a t a ,  

Tuesday, ?4arc!l 20 ,  18.00 h r s .  

t o  

Sa tu rday ,  March 2 4 ,  13.00 h r s .  

David Power, D M I . ,  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Washington. ( I r e l a n d )  

Rober t  S c h r e i t e r ,  CPPS., Chicago Tl leo lcq ica l  Union. (U.S.A) 

C a t h a r i n a  J.M. Balkes ,  Ka tho l ieke  U n i v e r s i t e i t ,  Nijmegen.(Holland) 

C a r l o s  Pape., Miss ion S e c r e t a r y ,  S W  G e n e r a l a t e . ( P e r u )  


