
I n  t h i s  i s sue :  Father  Holmes' t heo log ica l  r e f l e c t i o n  on h i s  Ten Year 
Journey provides i n s i g h t s o d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which follows on 

making an opt ion  f o r  t h e  poor. In e f f e c t ,  i n  h i s  context ,  it meant turn-  
ing h i s  back on the  r i c h ,  a re-reading of t h e  Gospel, and a new emphasis 
on l ay  min i s t r i e s .  H i s  r e f l e c t i o n s  on what belonging t o  a community meant 
i n  h i s  l i f e ,  t h e  place o f  e x p l i c i t  preazhinq, t h e  meaning of t h e  vows, and 
t h e  p lace  of  prayer  i n  h i s  l i f e  a r e  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Some p r a c t i c a l  d e t a i l s  of  recrui tment ,  discernment of vocat ion,  
prepara t ion  and adminis t ra t ion  of  miss ionar ies  a r e  given i n  t h e  e x t r a c t  
from ' l iss ion Guidelines. These a r e  of  i n t e r e s t  t o  a l l  mission s o c i e t i e s ,  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  those  whose whole r a i son  d ' 0 t r e  is  not  mission i n  t h e  
sense of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la te .  

Rosemary Haughton's a r t i c l e  is concluded. Once again t h i s  concluding 
sec t ion  emphasizes t h a t  the  Church of t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  be e s s e n t i a l l y  
missionary. She presents  i n  a v iv id  way some of  i ts  e s s e n t i a l  charac ter -  
i s t i c s :  leaving th ings  a s  possessions: the  need of repentance and baptism; 
recogni t ion  t h a t  sa lva t ion  comes from t h e  poor; l e t t i n g  go of inadequate, 
even counter  productive s t ruc tu res :  holding f a s t  t o  f a i t h  and t r u s t  t h a t  a 
hunble and honest discernment guided by d iv ine  wisdom w i l l  enable the  
perennia l  t r u t h  t o  become once more f u l l y  v i s i b l e  and ac t ive .  
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The Seminar has  been designed t o  a r r i v e  a t  p r i n c i p l e s  of preparat ion 
and formation f o r  mission i n  t h e  f u t u r e  based on an ana lvs i s  of a c t u a l  
mission s i t u a t i o n s  today. Five small group meetings of members took place 
l a s t  week where an e f f o r t  was made t o  exanine some of these.  

Representat ives of  t h e  groups met on Thursday, 25th February t o  make a 
choice of  s i t u a t i o n s  which w i l l  be s tudied  a t  t h e  Semiriar~ Those case 
s t u d i e s  a r e  being prepared i n  some d e t a i l s  fo r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  
Seminar. 

A s  was ou t l ined  i n  a recent  l e t t e r  t o  members r e l evan t  information 
should inc lude  f o r  example: 

a )  dec i s ions  of t h e  general /provincial  adminis t ra t ions  t h a t  a f fec ted  
t h e  evolut ion of t h e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n ;  

b )  motivat ions f o r  such decis ions ;  
C )  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  economic f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ;  
d )  numbers of missioners involved; 
e )  prognosis  of f u t u r e  developments, ?roblems, oppor tun i t i e s  ... e t c .  
f )  o t h e r  re levant  information. 

The sub jec t s  of tine Seminar s tudy a r e  t h e  people, l o c a l  and fore ign,  
involved i n  t h e  ac tua l  l ived  condi t ions  of the  p a r t i c u l a r  s i tua t ion .  The 
aim of t h e  Seminar is  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  adminis t ra t ions  t o  a r r i v e  a t  decis ions  
regarding preparat ion and formation f o r  mission of t h e  future.  

Three resource persons,  Abbe A. rtgindu Mushete. Kinshasa, Sean 
O'Riordan, CSsR, Rome, and Sydney D'Souza, SJ, Bombay w i l l  be present  
throughout t h e  Seminar. 

Two reviews which a r r ived  i n  today's  Sedos mail a r e  ind ica to r s  of  t h e  
relevance of  the  topic .  One i s  t h e  f issionari  Saveriani which dea l s  l a r g e l y  
with t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Burundi where twelve Xaverians have been e m e l l e d  
recently...Una durn prova per q u e l l i  giovani c r i s t i an i .  ( I n  pochi anni 
cacciat i  dal paese 130 m i s s i a a r i . )  The account includes an interview with 
one of those expelled. I t  ends: 

D. Ed o r a  qua l 'P  l a  s o r t e  che a t t ende  voi e s p u l s i ?  
R. Credo s i a  i n u t i l e  f a r s i  i l l u s i o n i  s u l  Burundi. Sara molto d i f f i c i l e  

che possiamo r i e n t r a r e .  Tu t t av ia  l a  missione continua. Non P il 
Signore che ha d e t t o  - quando non v i  vogliono i n  una c i t t d ,  andate 
i n  u n ' a l t r a ?  Ora siamo i n  a t t e s a  d i  r i p a r t i r e  per  u n ' a l t r a  missione, 
q u e l l a  che il Signore c i  indichera. Imnortante non fermarsi  davanti  
a g l i  o s t a c o l i .  

The second i s  t h e  International Bul le t in  o f  Missionary Research in 
which t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e ,  Christian Missions - Survival i n  What Fomns,begins 
thus:  

When survival depends on change, human in s t i t u t i ons  o f t en  tend 
perversely t m r d s  suicide. In times of soc.ial upheaval cl inging t o  
yesterday's images provides solace. For modern Christian missions to  
survive, it w i l l  take  brave and visionary change, not just  solace. 



A TEN YEAR JO!JRNEY 
OUTLI?IE OF MI ANALYSIS 

B. Holmes, CSsR. 

(La deuxieme partie du rapport du P. Holmes e s t  une r2f l0xion 
theoZogique persmneZle sur ses d i x  premieres amees de v ie  
missionnuire. I2 r e f l e c h i t  sur la c r i s e  inevitabZe Zorsqu'on opte 
pour les  pauvres. Duns son contexte, ceZa equivalait  d burner  le  
dos a m  riches e t  n Zes combattre. I2 tzmoiqne aussi  de 
Z'importance de la communaute: pour Zui, son aspect principal 
e s t  l a  re lat ion entre personnes, reZation bien pZus profonde e t  
bien pZus atendue que Zes Zimites purement Zocntes. I2 ra f l ech i t  
aussi  sur la manisre dont sa f o i  en un Dieu Zibt?rateur a faiZZi 
chanceZer. sur Ze sens de son engagement dans les  t r o i s  ver tus  
evangsZiques e t  sur ce que s i p i f i e  pour Zui d l s t r e  un missionnuire.) 

3.  RE-ACTION. 

A theologica l  r e f l e c t i o n  on a l l  t h i s  should now follow. Rut I am no 
theologian. I s i m l y  o f f e r  a few thoughts, born of i n t u i t i o n ,  and which I 
recognize a r e  ne i the r  conclusive nor d e f i n i t i v e  and unchangeable qos i t ions .  
Perhaps some theologian w i l l  r e f l e c t  on them, deepening and c l a r i f y i n g  them 
where they  a re  f a u l t y  and garbled. 

"Bernardo turned h i s  back t o  the  a l t a r  and faced t h e  neople". That was 
how Chico For ta leza  ( a  r u r a l  m r k e r ,  a g rea t  animator, a m i l i t a n t  t rade-  
un ion i s t )  summarized my work on t h e  night  before I l e f t  f o r  I r e l and ,  during 
a moment of prayer he had c a l l e d  f o r  while we were having a farewel l  round of 
drinks.  I n  my f i r s t  few yea r s  in Braz i l ,  my a t t e n t i o n  was mostly centred on 
t h e  Congregation. In the  second stage the  Church became t h e  focus. Now i n  
this t h i r d  s t age  t h e  people of God take  f irst  place.  And i n  t h i s  new 
perspect ive  I discovered more c l e a r l y  the  r e a l  meaning of t h e  Church and of 
t h e  Congregation. A t  t imes I came t o  understand t h e  r a d i c a l  meaning of 
c e r t a i n  sayings,  - 'The g lory  of God is m n  f u l l y  a l i v e '  (S t .  I r enaeus ) ,  f o r  
instance.  O r ,  a t  the moment of consecrat ion,  on breaking t h e  bread and 
repeating t h e  words of t h e  Lord, 'This  i s  my body', I must always look a t  
the  people of  God t h e r e  present  and remember t h a t  a l s o  equal ly  sacred. The 
t r u e  a l t a r  f o r  t h e  worship of God is se rv ice  of H i s  people. A t o t a l  se rv ice  
r a d i c a l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  concrete and incarnate .  



- c d  conceals h i s  purposes from the  g r e a t  and the wise and revea l s  
them t o  t h e  humble. To bel ieve  t h i s  r equ i res  a g r e a t  conversion on t h e  p a r t  
of the  person who has been formed (deformed?) along bourgeois, i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  l i n e s .  To be converted and t o  be l ieve  i n  t h e  poor, t o  l i v e  
among them, pray with them, l e t  them s e t  t h e  pace and determine t h e  s t y l e  of 
the  work, t o  give way t o  t h e i r  i n s i g h t s ,  t o  recognize t h a t  i n  terms of f a i t h  
and of t h e  process of s o c i a l  change they a r e  t h e  ones who have t h e  t a sk  and 
t h e  condit ions t o  march forward, - t h i s  i s  sometimes a l i t t l e  hard. I t  does 
not e l iminate  our r o l e ,  but  it r e l a t i v i z e s  our mission and p laces  it i n  a 
very d i f f e r e n t  perspective.  

- To opt  f o r  t h e  poor means t o  dedica te  most of your time, a t t e n t i o n ,  
study, prayer,  everything t o  them. And i n  p r a c t i c e  ( leaving as ide  t h e  ideo- 
l o g i c a l  choice)  it means t o  break with t h e  r i c h .  For the  r i c h  cannot accept  
t h i s  choice. Accustomed a s  they  a r e  fo r  genera t ions  t o  dominate, t o  occupy 
the  f i r s t  p laces  i n  church, it is  too  much fo r  them t h a t  t h e  poor occupy t h e  
p a r i s h  p r i e s t ' s  t ime, t h a t  he t a l k s  only of the  l i f e  and problems of t h e  
worker, t h a t  t h e  yokels t a l k  and preach i n  church and t h a t  t h e  gospei is seen 
from t h e  point  of view of t h e  poor. 

In  p rac t i ce ,  then,  t o  opt  f o r  the poor is  t o  say goodbye t o  t h e  r ich .  
But it i s  necessary t o  go fu r the r :  t h e  poor do not e x i s t ,  only  t h e  
impoverished. To opt  f o r  t h e  poor means t o  f i g h t  the  r i c h  a s  r i ch .  It is  
t o  take a s tand i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t rugg le  which goes on before us. To opt f o r  
the  poor i s  t o  opt  f o r  t h e  exploi ted c la s ses  and i n  the  name of God, of 
h i s  Kingdom, h i s  Gospel, t o  s t rugg le  on t h e i r  s i d e  t o  snatch from t h e  hands 
of the  e x p l o i t e r s  the  instruments of oppression and make them, ( t h e  
e x p l o i t e r s )  become our brothers  a lso .  Hence the  need t o  f i g h t  f o r  access 
t o  t h e  land, f o r  an end t o  cap i t a l i sm and a l l  i t s  machinery of o .~press ion  
and a l i ena t ion .  

And a l l  t h i s  i n  a s p i r i t  of love. I repeat  t h a t  t h i s  s t rugg le  t o  
s o c i a l i z e  the  means of production and f o r  b ro the r ly  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  soc ie ty  is 
a g rea t  a c t  of love,  perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  one can make. 

- The re-reading of the  Gospel, the  Theology of History,  from the  point  
view of the  poor. One day we read Luke 4: 16-29. The people of t h e  

pmunity were t r y i n g  t o  discover i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  today t h e  good news of Jesus.  
iey s a i d  t h a t  t h e  good news would be ' r a i n  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  a good crop, a e 

i a i r  and l e g a l  l ease ,  agrar ian  reform, a v ic to ry  f o r  t h e  O p ~ o s i t i o n  team i n  
the  Trade Union e l e c t i o n s ,  a uni ted  people, t o  have self-confidence and t o  
s t ruggle  l i k e  brothers .  

I bel ieve  i n  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  gospel.  The good news of Jesus 
is,  i n  the  f i r s t  p l ace ,  here and now. I f  it is  not  made r e a l  here and now 
I have l i t t l e  hope of  sa lva t ion  a f t e r  death. I bel ieve  t h e  good news does 
not become exhausted o r  come t o  an end here and now, but t h a t  t h e r e  i s  only 
one way t o  heaven: t h e  road of this l i f e  on ear th .  Jesus '  l i f e  i s  t h e  
g rea tes t  and c l e a r e s t  proof of t h i s .  What a r e  t h e  s igns  of the kingdom which 
1e l e f t  us? It wasn't  crowded churches, f lour i sh ing  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s ,  
sverybody 2raying a l l  the  time, c h r i s t i a n s  keeping t h e i r  covenants up t o  date.  
Lather, it was ' t h e  b l ind  s e e ,  t h e  lame walk, t h e  dumb sneak and the  poor 
.eceive t h e  gccd news'. 



Today I can see  c l e a r l y  t h a t  a s  long a s  t h e  r u r a l  workers i n  t h e  North 
East  of B r a z i l  continue t o  be exploi ted,  domestic servants  enslaved, young 
people a l i ena ted ,  fac tory  workers robbed, the  f i r s t  world cankering with 
wealth a t  t h e  expense of t h e  misery, hunger, i h f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  and human 
des t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  t h i r d  w r l d ,  a s  long a s  a l l  t h i s  continues and increases ,  
t h e  sa lva t ion  and good news of Jesus  i s  being negated. 

- The shortage of p r i e s t s  i s  a b less ing  from God. The f a c t  t h a t  I was 
alone and what i s  more, a half- lazy p r i e s t ,  made t h e  s i t u a t i o n  such t h a t  t h e  
l a y  people - had t o  take  over t h e i r  church. In more than one hundred small 
communities sca t t e red  a l l  over  t h e  municipal i ty of Taua, every Sunday the  
people ga the r  together  t o  ce lebra te  t h e  word of God, - t o  pray,  s ing ,  t a l k  
about t h e  meaning of t h e  gospel i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t o  organize themselves and t c  
p lan  a course of ac t ion .  And a t  t h e  pa r i sh  church of Taua i t s e l f ,  I make a 
po in t  of being away a t  l e a s t  one Sundav i n  t h e  month, and t h e  l i t u r g y  team 
takes  over t h e  ce lebra t ion .  The f i n a n c i a l  adminis t ra t ion  of t h e  pa r i sh  i s  i n  
t h e  hands of t h e  l a i t y .  Every month I rece ive  my s a l a r y  and t h a t ' s  a l l .  The 
planning of p a s t o r a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  done by t h e  pa r i sh  team a t  community 
assemblies. The p r i e s t  has a r o l e ,  a very important one, b u t  s i d e  by s i d e  
with t h e  l a i t y .  Were t h e r e  more p r i e s t s ,  I am q u i t e  sure ,  we would inev i t -  
ably  undertake many of t h e  t a s k s  which a r e  now performed by l a y  people. 

- Living with t h e  people has d e c l e r i c a l i z e d  me a l i t t l e .  It  i s  d i f f i c u l  
a t  times no t  t o  be ab le  t o  r e f l e c t  and d i scuss  with a conf re re  o r  companion 
who shares o n e ' s  'baggage' and education,  so a s  t o  challenge and deepen 
d i f f e r e n t  a spec t s  of l i f e  ( theologica l ,  b i b l i c a l ,  s p i r i t u a l ) .  But, on t h e  
o t h e r  hand, t o  l i v e  most of t h e  t i m e  with l a y  people, t o  s l eep  i n  t h e i r  
homes, t o  e a t  a t  t h e i r  t a b l e s  t h e  same beans a s  they,  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  
conversat ions and g e t  i n  touch with t h e i r  worries and s t rugg le  t o  survive,  - 
a l l  t h i s  i s  a precious education. 

I emphasize e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  companionship of women and working with them. 
This  has been a very inhor tan t  e m e r i e n c e  f o r  me, educated a s  I was i n  t h e  
exclus ively  male world of t h e  seminary and of r e l i g i o s s  l i f e .  To know how t c  
r e l a t e  t o  women, t o  apprec ia te  them, t o  work with them, t o  pray with them, i: 
a maturing and humanizing experience. 

U 

The s p e c i f i c a l l y  'Redemptorist' aspect  of t h i s  journey may be of speci-  
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  confreres ,  d i f f i c u l t  though it is t o  descr ibe .  What it is 
and how t o  be a Redemptorist today, - these  a r e  the  b i g  quest ions t h a t  have 
taken up hours and hours o f  debate  a t  community meetings and chapters  n o t  
only i n  t h e  vice-province, but  a l l  over t h e  world wherever one f i n d s  t h e  
CSSR. Trying t o  i d e n t i f y  exac t ly  what gave m e  my Redemptorist i d e n t i t y ,  I 
came up with t h e  following: 

- The formation w e  received. The memory o f  Alphonsus, who l e f t  t h e  
beaten t r a c k  in p u r s u i t  of a p a r t i c u l a r  p a s t o r a l  need a s  he saw it i n  h i s  
own t i m e .  A concern f o r  the  poores t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  f o r  the  ma te r i a l ly  
poor. A simple s t y l e  of preaching, geared t o  the  mass of t h e  people, a s  f a r  
a s  poss ib le  concrete.  The capacity t o  l i v e  with few comforts, without a 
house, a bedroom, o r  good food (shades of t h e  formation houses a t  Cluain 
Mhuire and Cl i fden) .  A devotion t o  C h r i s t  in h i s  Passion (yesterday and 
today) .  Joy and good humour before  l i f e :  d e s n i t e  c r u e l t y  and b r u t a l i t y  it 
is worth l i v i n g  and s t ruggl ing  - and t o  be happy f igh t ing .  



- To belong t o  t h e  vice-provincial ,  commqnity. T h i s  sense of belonging 
has remained s t rong d e s p i t e  s i x  yea r s  l i v i n g  away from t h e  l o c a l  community. - - . 
But I have a l s o  t r i e d  t o  keep i n  touch by means of l e t t e r s  t o  t h e c o n f r e r e s .  
And during t h e  two holidays I took during those years ,  I v i s i t e d  almost a l l  
t he  houses and confreres  i n  Goias and the  North East.  Besides being ab le  t o  
r e s t  and have a change of cl imate,  t h i s  helped t o  s trengthen t h e  t i e s  of 
f r iendship  and of common dest iny.  And, on the  o t h e r  hand, more than hal f  
t h e  confreres  have v i s i t e d  me, some s taying f o r  q u i t e  a while,  sharing the  
work and t h e  journeying with our team. 

This  belonging t o  t h e  vice-province was e s p e c i a l l y  precious during t h e  
period of repress ion  ( i n  t h e  days of A 1  5 )  when I was threatened with 
expulsion from t h e  country. During those  long days of tens ion,  personal  
uncer ta in ty ,  and repress ion  of t h e  people, the  presence of confreres  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  appreciated.  Many w i l l  s t i l l  remember t h e  7th October, 1977 
when t h e  news went around t h a t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  Feas t  of Our Lady of t h e  
Rosary, j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  procession, I was to be a r r e s t e d ,  and how the  presence 
of t h e  e i g h t  p r i e s t s ,  s i x  of them Redemptorists, a l l  wearing t h e i r  h a b i t s ,  
made it c l e a r  t o  t h e  f ede ra l  p o l i c e  who accompanied t h e  procession, armed 
and mounted on horses,  t h a t  Taua was no t  alone o r  i so la ted .  I am st i l l  
awaiting t h e  order  f o r  my a r r e s t .  

I have always t r i e d  t o  t ake  ,part i n  Chapters and seminars - joining i n  
the  preparat ion f o r  them a s  well  a s  t h e  debates themselves - t r y i n g  t o  learn  
a s  well  a s  make my own small cont r ibut ion .  A l l  these  f a c t o r s  have kept a l i v e  
my membership of t h e  vice-province. 

The two neares t  communities - Iguatu (my canonical  community) and Sao 
Raimundo i n  FortaleZa - deserve snec ia l  mention. We have t r i e d  t o  maintain 
a more s t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Iguatu, making mutual v i s i t s  and help ing ou t  
on f e a s t s ,  during missions and a t  t imes f o r  study. I t  would have been b e t t e r  
were it n o t  t h a t  courses ,  holidays and i l l n e s s  reduced t h e  community i n  
Iguatu. Very o f t en  t h e  daughter church was stronger than t h e  Mother. (For- 
give me, Brandao). 

Sao Raimundo i n  For ta leza  has been a cons tant  support,  very  understand- 
ing and p a t i e n t  a s  well a s  o f fe r ing  p r a c t i c a l  h o s p i t a l i t y .  It  i s  not  easy t o  
have t o  provide bed and board a l l  of a sudden f o r  s i x  r u r a l  workers who 
have been summoned t o  For ta leza  by a f e d e r a l  magis t ra te  a s  witnesses. Few 
would put  up with t h e  invasion of t h e i r  ' n e s t '  by s t r angers  i n  the  way t h a t  
Sao Raimundo has - with so much pleasure  and a very r e a i  welcome. 

Then the re  a r e  t h e  thousands of urgent  t a s k s  which Sao Raimundo had t o  
t ake  on - telephone c a l l s  t o  lawyers in  t h e  middle of the  n igh t ,  lodgings f o r  
wanted persons,  and so on. There a r e  those  who say t h a t  Sao Raimundo is not 
a Redemptorist community, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no privacy t h e r e ,  t h a t  people a r e  
even p u t  u!, i n  t h e  chapel (my own favour i t e  p lace ,  l i k e  Mary Diaz l ) .  I t  
might not be ' redemptorist '  f o r  some, but it i s  c e r t a i n l y  Chr is t ian .  Thank 
you, Jaco. Patricia, Eduardo, William, Albertinho and Dionisio, who - f o r  
t h e  p a s t  s i x  years  - have maintained t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  of open welcome t o  the  
needs of t h e  people, something I consider  we Kedemptorists have learned 
from t h e  Northeasterners. 

In the  l i g h t  of t h e  o r i g i n s  and h i s t o r i c a l  development of t h e  Congre- 
-a t ion ,  we have noted four  marks t h a t  must be present  today i n  our l i v e s  a s  

demptorists:  



- Commitment t o  the  ma te r i a l ly  poor. A comitment which leads  us t o  
f i g h t  t o  e l iminate  the  causes of misery and human degradation, u t i l i z i n g  t h e  
t r a d e  union and p o l i t i c a l  s t rugg les  t o  change t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  game. A t  t h e  
same time t h i s  commitment l eads  us ,  i n  t h e  mame of t h e  gospel,  t o  denounce 
constant ly  a l l  exp lo i t a t ion  and i n j u s t i c e ,  a l l  personal  and s o c i a l  egotism, 
and t o  spread the  news of a new world, a new heaven and a new e a r t h  where 
t h e r e  w i l l  no longer be pain  o r  t e a r s  o r  death o r  suffer ing ,  and where God 
w i l l  be everything f o r  everyone. 

- Missionary. This  means refus ing t o  s e t t l e  down o r  t o  become iden t i -  
f i e d  with out-dated s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t o  keen on searching,  on t h e  move, f o r  
where t h e  n a s t o r a l  need is  most urgent.  We a r e  f r o n t l i n e  t rocps .  In  
p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  two jobs we undertook i n  t h e  vice-province without canonical 
ob l iga t ions  were Taua and Palmeiras. W e  a r e  t h e r e  not  because we a r e  
obliged 'ad nutum Sanctae Sedis '  hut because we f e e l  the  urgent  p a s t o r a l  
need and a r e  t r y i n g  t o  respond i n  a missionary s p i r i t .  Vhenever we r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more urgent  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  p laces ,  we w i l l  be the re .  This ,  
f o r  me, i s  t h e  essence of t h e  missionary s p i r i t ,  always with one 's  f e e t  on 
t h e  s t i r r u p s ,  without of course becoming a b u t t e r f l y  o r  a humming-bird 
( l i t e r a l l y ,  i n  Portuguese, a ' f lower-kisser '  - t r a n s l a t o r ' s  n o t e ) .  

- E x p l i c i t  Preaching. Perhaps I am t h e  one who has t o  preach most i n  
the  vice-province. Every time I ce lebra te  one of t h e  s igns  of God's 
l i b e r a t i o n ,  be it a baptism (and I do 2,000 a year)  o r  a wedding o r  t h e  
euchar i s t ,  I t r y  t o  prepare f o r  it w e l l  i n  advance with t h e  l i t u r g y  team. 
And when I do f i n a l l y  preach, I t r y  t o  speak i n  simple language, d i r e c t l y ,  
concre te ly  and p r a h e t i c a l l y .  Afterwards we have an assessment. I f e e l  a 
g rea t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and sometimes a g rea t  lone l iness  when I have t o  preach 
t o  a l a rge  c r o , d ,  but I t r u s t  i n  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  

I be l ieve  we do not have a monopoly on ?reaching. I t r y  t o  encourage 
l a y  preachers t o  emerge from t h e  midst of t h e  sim-nle and poor. I bel ieve  
i n  t h e i r  preaching. And very of ten  I keep q u i e t  i n  order  t o  prove - 
espec ia l ly  t o  t h e  wise andtheeducated  bourgeois who despise  t h e  poor - t h a t  
I do bel ieve.  

- Community. The g r e a t e s t  chal lenge t o  t h e  I r i s h  Redemptorist i n  t h e  
Northeast of Braz i l  i s  not  t o  l i v e  i n  an I r i s h  nes t  with a l l  t h e  comfort and 
advantages, a s  well  a s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h i s  e n t a i l s .  The g r e a t  
challenge i s  t o  form one community with t h e  people, t o  l i v e  with t h e  people, 
which i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  and challenging. It demands t h e  unlearning of 
one s t y l e  of l i v i n g ,  so  t h a t  one f e e l s  insecure,  small ,  exposed, and needing 
t o  learn  a l l  over again. 

J u s t  a few no tes  about t h e  3 commitments of r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  I am s t i l l  
t r y i n g  t o  understand what t h i s  commitment means t o  me today. And I admit 
t h e r e  i s  sti l l  a l o t  t o  he  understood and t o  be exnlained a s  w e l l .  

P o v e r t p  S o l i d a r i t y  with the  Exploited Poor. P r o t e s t  aga ins t  t h e  
machinery f o r  exp lo i t a t ion  by t h e  dominant c l a s s e s ;  commitment t o  f i g h t  with 
t h e  poor i n  t h e i r  s t ruggle .  

Celibacy: To love everyone and not  have someone j u s t  f o r  yourse l f .  To 
p r o t e s t  agains t  a 'macho' soc ie ty  which constant ly  e x p l o i t s  women i n  marriage 
i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  and i n  consumer adver t i s ing .  To renounce marriage f o r  t h e  
sake of t h e  kingdom. 



Obedience: To become s e n s i t i v e  t o  the  needs of God's people today. In 
t h e  f i r s t  place t o  adopt a s  a  l i f e - p r o j e c t  t h e  cause of God's l i b e r a t i o n  of 
h i s  p e o p 1 e ; t o  be ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  cause of p r o t e s t i n g  aga ins t  t h e  a l i en -  
a t ion  a d  self- indulgence inherent  i n  the  c a p i t a l i s t  system. I admit t h a t  
I need t o  th ink,  study and - above a l l  - pray more about a l l  t h i s .  

5. NEGATIVES. 

Things have not always been p o s i t i v e  i n  t h e  l a s t  t en  years. In  t h e  
hurry and b u s t l e  of  a  very a c t i v e  l i f e ,  f u l l  of a  thousand d a i l y  t a s k s ,  over- 
burdened because I do not know how t o  ge t  organized and be b e t t e r  discipl ined,  
it has not been easy t o  recognize what have been my f a i l u r e s .  But I can 
see  a  few. 

Prayer and contemplation was often sac r i f i cad .  And t h i s  impaired t h e  
v a y a c t i v i t y  f o r  which it had been sac r i f i ced .  For I be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  
contemplative is t h e  g r e a t e s t  subversive, because he d is tances  himself some- 
what from imrediate a c t i o n  i n  order  t o  look f o r  t h e  r o o t s  of h i s t o r y  and a c t  
more e f f e c t i v e l y  in  h i s t o r y  i t s e l f .  In  this respect  I f e e l  t h a t  I have 
o f t e n  been engulfed by t h e  a c t i v i t y  t o  hand and have l o s t  some of the  aware- 
ness  of t h e  r o o t s  and of the  u l t ima te  meaning of a l l  t h i s  e f f o r t .  In 
consequence, t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Chr i s t i an  cont r ibut ion  t o  t h i s  s t ruggle  f o r  a  
more jus t  and brother ly  world was ne i the r  very profound nor e x p l i c i t .  Many 
precious aspects  of  the  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  remain hidden. I t  was not easy t o  
synthesize a  new h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l i s t  v i s ion  of r e a l i t y  from r e l i g i o u s  
baggage shaped i n  o the r  times and condit ions,  and I d i d  no t  allow much t i m e  
f o r  it. This was a  mistake. 

A t  t h e  same time, the same act ivism hampered the c rea t ion  of  a  space i n  
which t o  deepen our journeying i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  sc ience  of h i s t o r y  and of 
the  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of  society.  Often I r e a l i z e  
t h a t  I s t i l l  have a  naive,  s i m p l i s t i c ,  i d e a l i s t i c  v is ion  of h i s to ry ,  and I 
cannot see  how much I am an instrument of  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system, - re inforc ing 
its ideology and sof tening t h e  c r i t i c a l  and f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t  of t h e  oppressed 
people. This  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l az iness  diminishes t h e  e f f i c i ency  of our journey- 
ing  a c t i v i t y ,  and i s  another  f a i l u r e .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  and even more so  because of my temperament, I am of ten  
impatient ,  arrogant ,  t r y i n g  t o  s k i p  s t ages  and override people. I cannot 
t o l e r a t e  t h e  r e a l ,  concrete condit ions,  t h e  'why' of  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  ob jec t ive  
condit ions which generate t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  journeying of h i s to ry  i t s e l f  
which counts  f o r  much more than our  poor, smail e f f o r t .  

The Bishop says t h a t  I 'sometimes s a c r i f i c e  t h e  prophet i n  favour of the  
p o l i t i c i a n ' .  He me-?s t h a t  I a m  not ( f o r  immediate, t a c t i c a l  reasons) c l e a r ,  
d i r e c t ,  open enough ~n word and ac t ion .  I r e a l l y  do experience t h i s  tens ion 
between t h e  prophet and t h e  n o l i t i c i a n .  When t o  speak and when t o  s t a y  
s i l e n t :  when t o  declare  war and when t o  negot ia te ;  when t o  d ispute  and when 
t o  endure; when t o  take a  s tand and when t o  compromise. I think it i s  a  
na tu ra l  tension.  Rut I l i k e  t o  procras inate ,  t o  p lay  fo r  time, t o  engage i n  
d i r t y  t r i c k s .  A t  t h i s  s t age  I a m  almost a  profess ional  l i a r .  The r e a l  
problem is  t h a t  I end up bel ieving my own l i e s .  .. 



There has been very l i t t l e  feedback from t h e  confreres.  One o r  o the r  
says jokingly ( ? )  t h a t  I ought t o  leave and found a new congregation. I t ' s  
t h e i r  way of avoiding, opt ing  ou t  of a  ser ious  and f r a t e r n a l  confronta t ion ,  
c r i t i c a l  of  both ideas  and p rac t i ces .  The Chapters a l s o  have never reached 
t h i s  l e v e l  of debate. They have been vague, t h e o r e t i c a l ,  an escape from 
today and from t h e  day-to-day. I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  Congregation, desp i t e  i t s  
courageous beginnings, r a d i c a l  and innovating, has s e t t l e d  down comfortably 
and i n  Brazi l  today it i s  more of a  brake than a spur t o  new, courageous and 
innovating ac t ion .  

My f a i t h  i n  a  l i b e r a t i n g  God has f a l t e r e d  a l i t t l e  i n  t h e  face of so  
much human su f fe r ing ,  drought and oppression, death and des t ruc t ion  o f  l i f e .  
The hope of a  new heaven and a new e a r t h  does not always shine  b r igh t lv ,  - 
because of s o  much f a i l u r e ,  so  many setbacks on t h e  p a r t  of the  Church it- 
s e l f .  And love of ten  s t r u g g l e s  agains t  hatred a t  t h e  s i g h t ,  each day, of 
the  e x p l o i t e r s  t reading and crushing and cheating the  poor. But the  S p i r i t  
of t h e  Lord may s t i l l  use t h i s  f a u l t y ,  l imi ted ,  s i n f u l  instrument t o  lead 
the People of God towards t h e  promised land. Because of t h i s  I keep journey- 
ing on, t r u s t i n g ,  knowing t h a t  'we a re  merely servants;  we have done no more 
than our duty '  (Luke 17:lO). 

Reference: SEARCH, No.12, 1901, ( A  Magazine f o r  and about Redemptorists of 
t h e  I r i s h  Province) .  

- end - 

FATHER ARRUPE: - gave a shor t  t a l k  i n  Bangkok t o  a  small group of Jesuit 
and o t h e r s  involved i n  refugee work when re turning f r a  
t h e  Phi l ippines  l a s t  August. Apart from h i s  homily 

during a concelebrated islass l a t e r  t h e  same day, it was the  l a s t  time he snokt 
t o  J e s u i t s  before h i s  i l l n e s s .  Here i s  t h e  concluding paragraph. 

Please courage! I w i l l  say one thing.  Don't forget that. Pray. Pray 
much! These problems are not solved by human e f f o r t s .  I am t e l l i n g  you 
things that I want t o  emphasize, a message, perhaps my swan song for the 
Society! We have so many meetings and gatherings, yet we don' t  pmy enough. 
We pray a t  the beginning and a t  the end. Nell! Iv'e are good Christ ians! 
In  our three-day meetings, i f  we spend half-a-day i n  prayer about our 
supposed conclusion or points of  views, we w i l l  have such d i f f e r e n t  l igh ts ,  
and such d i f f e ren t  syntheses, i n sp i t e  o f  d i , f ferent  points o f  views, tha t  we 
could never f ind i n  the  books nor i n  the discussions. This i s  a c lass ical  
case here: I f  we are in. the front-line of  a new npostolate of  the Society, 
we have t o  be enlightened by the Boly Sp i r i t .  These are not  pious words o f  
a novice-master, but it i s  Saint Ignatius one hundred percent .... I think 
there has t o  be a basic uni tg  of  minds for n new tlype o f  apostnlate which 
i s  going t o  be born... And we are going through t h i s  'dolor  partus' - b i r t h  
pangs - before t h i s  apostalate d l 2  be born?!. . . . Nith t h i s  medical point o f  
view I f in i sh  my t a l k !  

Reference: PRMKTIO JUSTITIAE, No. 24, December 1991. 



!!I SSIOTd GUIDELINES 

(Cet e x t ra i t  d 'un raoport des Jgsuites amdricains sur la mission 
e s t  une introduction t r e s  u t i l e  au prochain Seminuire de SEDOS sur 
l e  meme suje t .  

Le rapport aborde l a  question de la mission e t  de l ~ a o o s t o l a t  
internationale d'une facon t r e s  realliste e t  comporte ae nombrem 
points qui meritent  Z 'at tent ion de c e m  qui ont  a prendre des 
decisions qui a f f e c t e ron t  la poZitique e t  la v ie  persnnnelle des 
membres des i n s t i t u t s  mgag8s aujourdlliui duns un apostolat 
missionnuire pour demain. 1V. d. I .  R l .  

" J e s u i t  t l i s s ions"  has i s s u e d  a bookle t  w i th  a set of  g u i d e l i n e s  d e a l i n g  
with  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  J e s u i t  P r o v i n c i a l s  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  with  regard  t o  t h o  "n i s s ions"  o r  t h e  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la te" .  
These have been c i A - u l a t e d  amonq a "select group o f  expe r t s "  with  a  r e q u e s t  
f o r  "whatever r e a c t i o n s  you choose t o  s h a r e  with  us"  and an o f f e r  o f  free 
e x t r a  cop i e s  of t h e  t e x t  ( 2 8  pages ) "  f o r  any i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  groups w i th  whom 
you might want t o  sha re  them". 

The e x t r a c t s  t h a t  fo l low are, f i r s t ,  from t h e  cover ing l e t t e r  t h a t  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  document; and then ,  from t h e  s e c t i o n  on Guide- 
l i n e s  f o r  Mission Personnel .  

Unon request of  t h e  U.S. J e s u i t  P r o v i n c i a l s ,  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  of 
J e s u i t  Missions,  fnC. (which is  made up of  t h e  Mission D i r e c t o r s  of  t h e  U.S. 
and Canadian J e s u i t  P r o v i n c e s ) ,  t u r n e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n ,  a couple  o f  yea r s  
back, t o  working o u t  some g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  P r o v i n c i a l s  t o  u s e  when cons ider -  
i n g  a  r eques t  t o  undertake a new mission abroad. 

I n  t h e  cou r se  of  working o u t  t hose  g u i d e l i n e s ,  t h e  Board came t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  something similar was neeced t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  even tua l  withdrawal from 
e x i s t i n g  miss ions ,  once t h e  l o c a l  church i s  v i a b l e .  So t h e  Board addressed 
t h i s  q u e s t i o n  as w e l l .  

And then ,  f o r  good measure, t h e r e  w a s  drawn up a  s i m i l a r  set of guide-  
l i n e s  t o  a s s i s t  P r o v i n c i a l s  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and p rena ra t i on  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o  go t o  " t he  miss ions . "  

In  t h e  course  o f  t h i s  work, w e  consu l ted  with a broad range  o f  
e x p x i e n c e d  pe r sons ,  bo th  J e s u i t s  and members of  o t h e r  congregat ions:  
Mission Supe r io r s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  m i s s iona r i e s ,  t heo log i ans ,  m i s s i o l o g i s t s ,  
Mission Boards,  e t c .  However, w e  do - n o t  t h e r e f o r e ,  f e e l  we  have something 
d e f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s  ! 



And t h a t  i s  why we a r e  shar ing  t h i s  e d i t i o n  of our Mission Guidelines 
with you a t  t h i s  time. VJe f e e l  we have much y e t  t o  l e a r n  from your own 
exper t i se  and s o  w e  submit our work t o  you f o r  your c r i t i c i s m  and await your 
r eac t ions  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  w e  can i ~ r o v e  these  guidel ines  with your help. 

We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  is much J e s u i t  jargon i n  these  pages. We do not 
apologize f o r  t h a t  but  hope you w i l l  understand t h a t  these  guidel ines  a re  
e s s e n t i a l l y  an i n t e r n a l  working document. The terms "mission" and i n t e r -  
na t iona l  apos to la te"  a r e  used interchangeably i n  t h i s  repor t .  

I. RECRUITMENT 

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of recrui tment f o r  assignment t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
apos to la te ,  while i t s e l f  an obvious p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  Provincia l ,  w i l l  vary 
according to t h e  a m s t o l i c  assignments, t h e  dura t ion  of t h e  assignments, and 
whether p r i e s t s ,  s c h o l a s t i c s  o r  brothers  a r e  being rec ru i t ed .  Generally i n  
t h e  case of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la te ,  t h e  P rov inc ia l ,  a f t e r  consult-  
a t i o n  with t h e  Province Mission Direc tor ,  w i l l  endorse o r  make a statement 
descr ib ing the  needs of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la te  and w i l l  
chal lenge J e s u i t s  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  apply t o  himself ,  o r  t o  t h e  Mission Director .  

In t h e  case  of continuing recrui tment f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la tes  t o  
which a Province i s  already committed, t h e  Provincia l  w i l l  a t  appropriate 
t i m e s ,  e i t h e r  i n  conversation with individuals  o r  i n  a communication t o  t h e  
Province, challenge J e s u i t s  t o  consider  assignment t o  the  Province ' s  mission: 
i n  much t h e  same way a s  ind iv idua l s  a r e  challenged t o  consider  assignment 
t o  t h e  Province 's  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  ministr ies--educational ,  p a s t o r a l ,  
s o c i a l  o r  whatever. S imi lar ly ,  t h e  Ass is tant  o r  Vice-Provincial forFormatio 
w i l l  s e e  t o  it t h a t  scho las t i c s  a r e  adequately informed of and aopropr ia te ly  
challenged t o  consider  assignment t o  t h e  Province ' s  fore ign missions. 

Ordinar i ly  Province members w i l l  be challenged t o  volunteer  f o r  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la te  but  t h e  regular  personnel process of the  Province 
w i l l  be used t o  i d e n t i f y  appropr ia te  J e s u i t s  f o r  mission assignments and they 
w i l l  be approached by t h e  Provincia l  o r  t h e  Mission Director .  

The rlission Director  w i l l  be involved throughout the  recrui tment 
process; he w i l l  be i n  contac t  with t h e  sending Provincia l ,  t h e  Mission 
Superior and t h e  Formation Superior in f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  recruitment; he 
w i l l  be i n  contact  with missionary prospects  and w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  process of 
s e l e c t i o n ,  prepara t ion  and assignment. 

C r i t e r i a  f o r  Selec t ion  and Screening Process: Apnronriate ca re  should be 
taken i n  t h e  whole s e l e c t i o n  

of J e s u i t s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apos to la te  concerning: 

Health - t h e  candidate should have a thorough physica l  examination, 
inc luding consul ta t ion  with a s p e c i a l i s t  on t r o p i c a l  medicine where 
appropriate.  

vocat ional  S t a b i l i t y  - some kind of informatio o r  ques t ionnai re  should 
be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  cand ida te ' s  recent  super ior  and t o  some of h i s  
peers .  



Clear Motivation, Prayerfulness.  

F a c i l i t y  With Language - ava i l ab le  t e s t s  should be used t o  a sce r t a in  
the  cand ida te ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  l ea rn  and use a foreign language. 

Cross-cultural  S e n s i t i v i t y  - an a b i l i t y  t o  communicate cross-cul tura l ly .  

Religious Q u a l i t i e s  - generos i ty  in  se rv ice  o f  o the r s ,  humility. 

Personal Oua l i t i e s  - se l f - r e l i ance ,  self-confidence, a d a p t a b i l i t y ,  
maturity. 

Screenine: The screening process should include interviews of t h e  candidate 
by t h e  Provincia l  and t h e  Mission Director  and, when poss ib le  

and appropriate,  by some missionary on furlough i n  t h e  Province. To t h e  
extent  t h a t  they a r e  deemed necessary o r  useful ,  ques t ionnai res  o r  inform- 
a t i o n e s  may be used preparatory t o  o r  a s  supplements t o  these  personal  
interviews. The Provincia l ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  through t h e  Mission Direc tor ,  
w i l l  communicate with the  E!ission Superior about the  s u i t a b i l i t y  of t h i s  
candidate f o r  the  needs t o  be f u l f i l l e d .  F ina l ly ,  t h e  Provincial  w i l l  assign 
the  individual  t o  the  Mission. 

11. TPAINING 

Outside t h e  Mission: tihen poss ib le  and appropr ia te ,  t h e  missionary candidate 
should be given t h e  onportunity t o  a t tend one o r  o t h e r  

seminar o r  workshop designed by various t r a i n i n g  groups, e.g., Plaryknoll o r  
t h e  Cathol ic  Theological Union (Chicago), t o  p r e p r e  missionary prospects  f o r  
t h e i r  overseas assignments. The ? f i s s ion  Direc tor  should provide t h e  candi- 
d a t e  with publ ica t ions  on general missiology and on the  s p e c i f i c  a rea  of 
assignment, e spec ia l ly  readings chosen by men already on the  mission. When 
noss ib le ,  meetings should be arranged between t h e  candidate and J e s u i t s  who 
have worked i n  t h e  mission country and na t iona l s  of t h e  country t o  which he 
w i l l  be assigned. 

Ins ide  t h e  Mission: Except i n  the  unusual case  of a missionary who w i l l  be 
pursuing a s p c i a l i z e d  aposto la te  where English i s  a 

commonly used language, t h e  missionary should be given an immediate opnort- 
u n i t y  t o  learn  t h e  language (s)  of the  hos t  country o r  region where he w i l l  
be res id ing and working. A t  t h e  same time he should have t h e  opportunity t o  
l ea rn  something of t h e  h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e  of t h e  place.  Scholas t ics  should 
l i v e  and work with scho las t i c s  of t h e  host  country, and spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n  
should be paid t o  t h e i r  s n i r i t u a l  formation. Ordinar i ly  the  process of 
language study and o r i e n t a t i o n  should comprise severa l  months o r  u n t i l  they 
have a working fluency of t h e  language (s)  and anprecia te  t h e  cul ture .  

TO Mission: Ordinar i ly  t h e  sending Provincial  g ives  a general  mission t o  
t h e  J e s u i t  missionary t o  work i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  country under t h e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  J e s u i t  Superior of tine place a f t ex  dialogue with t h e  
Superior o f  the  mission o r  region. The Provincia l ,  usual ly  t h r o q h  h i s  
Mission Direc tor ,  w i l l  be i n  dialogue with the rlission Superior about t h e  
i n i t i a l  assignment of t h e  missionary. This dialogue ma\r comnrise consider- 
a t i o n  of t h e  work, p lace  and the  length  of t h e  assignment. 



Within the  3 iss ion:  In t h e  mission t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  missionary i s  under the  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of and receives  h i s  assignment from t h e  

l o c a l  Major Superior. Any major change i n  t h e  assignment w i l l  be made only 
a f t e r  a p n r o ~ r i a t e  dialogue between t h e  missionary and t h e  l o c a l  rlajor 
Suuerior and, where necessary, a f t e r  correspondence o r  Zialogue with t h e  
sending Provincial  o r  Mission Director .  

Where poss ib le  t h e  missionary i n  t h e  beginning w i l l  be given an opport- 
un i ty  t o  experience a number of works and places  with a view t o  h i s  being 
assigned most e f fec t ive ly .  He w i l l  be provided t h e  same oppor tuni t ies  f o r  
continuing education a s  l o c a l  J e s u i t s .  

It is recommended t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  t h e r e  w i l l  be a d e f i n i t e  furlough 
v l i c y  with t h e  understanding t h a t  f o r  a good reason a missionary may post- 
pone furlough when t h e  time comes. Ordinar i ly  a minimum period of th ree  
years  and a maximm period of f i v e  years betweeri furloughs i s  recoraended. 

IV.  RELATIONS OF MISSIONARY WITH HOME PXWINCE 

The Provincia l  ~ u b l i c l y  makes the  missions a c l e a r  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  
province and shows it t o  be so  by v i s i t i n g  t h e  missions e a r l y  i n  h i s  
Provincia la te .  

The missionary should be given a choice t o  remain a member of t h e  home 
Province and applied t o  the  receiving Province o r  mission o r ,  a f t e r  an 
a r~propr ia te  residence in  the  receiving Province o r  mission (no t  l e s s  than 
f i v e  years  o r d i n a r i l y ) ,  be t ranscr ibed t o  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h a t  receiving 
Province or mission. 

For cont inual  f r a t e r n a l  support, it i.s recommended t h a t  Province 
catalogues should continue l i s t i n g  names and addresses of persons transcribed 
t o  o ther  Provinces. 

I t  is recognized t h a t  t h e  quest ion of termination of a missionary 's  
assignment may occur f o r  d i f f e r e n t  reasons i n  d i f f e r e n t  circumstances. The 
process may be i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  Mission Superior, t h e  missionary o r  t h e  
sending Provincial .  Ordinar i ly  t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  missionary t o  have h i s  
assignment terminated w i l l  be favorably received a f t e r  dialogue,even i f  t h e  
missionary has been t ranscr ibed t o  the  mission. 

V I .  AFTER PERMAMEIn RETURN TO PROVINCE FROM MISSION 

The Mission Director  w i l l ,  along with the  Provincia l ,  be i n  dialogue 
with the  returned missionary who w i l l  be given amnle time and aprJropriate 
t r a i n i n g  t o  resume residence and work i n  the  home Province. He w i l l  be 
encouraged t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  one of t h e  spec ia l  programs conducted f o r  
returned missionaries by l a rykno l l  o r  o the r  groups. H e  w i l l  be given the  
opnortunity t o  make use of h i s  recent  experience i n  ways t h a t  w i l l  help 
Drepare and encourage o the rs  f o r  assignment t o  the  in te rna t iona l  apostola te .  
Ear ly  and ca re fu l  a t t e n t i o n  should be given t o  provide f o r  t h e  ret irement 
needs of t h e  returned missionaries.  

Reference: "Jesui t  Missions", 1717 rlassachusetts Ave. iJW, n.402, 
!.lashington D.C. 20036, TJ. S.A. 



THERE I S  HOPE F09 A TREE 

Rosemary Haughton 

(ConcZusion de Z'essai  de Rosemary Haughton S U P  sa conception de 
Z'EqZise missionnuire en voie de devenir. 1f.d. 2.R). 

THE'REMNANT' OF I S m L  

There have been c e r t a i n  times i n  t h e  h i s to ry  of t h e  church when it was 
f a i l i n g  and l o s t  i t s  way and i t s  vis ion .  And it came t o  new l i f e  through 
some small group of people who somehow embodied the  new needs, t h e  new 
'being'  of the  church. They were few, y e t  i n  them C h r i s t i a n i t y  found i t s  
own meaning, and was re-born. The s p i r i t  i n  them became the  way of new 
self-discovery f o r  a l l  those who were wi l l ing  t r u l y  t o  be t h e  church. The 
'Desert Fathers '  d id  i t ,  t h e  Franciscans d id  it i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  century,  
t h e  J e s u i t s  i n  t h e  s ix teenth .  The Quakers,did it i n  t h e  seventeenth century, 
t h e  Methodists d i d  it i n  the  eighteenth century and t h e  l i t t l e  group of t h e  
"Tractar ians"  d i d  it i n  the  n ineteenth  f o r  the  Anglican church which seemed 
completely mribund.  There have been many o the r  examples, perhaps l e s s  
obvious, o r  more l o c a l ,  but having t h e  same e f f e c t .  

I n  r e t rospec t ,  many Pro tes tan t  examples became separated and even 
sec ta r i an  and t h e  Catholic  examnles a r e  l abe l l ed  ' r e l i g i o u s  o rde r s '  which i s  
almost t h e  same th ing.  But i n  a sense t h i s  is misleading i n  e i t h e r  case ,  
because they d i d n ' t  come i n t o  exis tence  i.n o rde r  t o  be separated denomin- 
a t i o n s  o r  t o  be r e l i g i o u s  o rde r s  but  simply i n  order  t o  respond a s  f u l l y  a s  
poss ib le  t o  t h e  c a l l  of t h e  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  a c t u a l ,  concrete needs of t h e  
church, then and t h e r e ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  and physical ly.  The h i s t o r i c a l  
' cha rac te r '  i n  each case  was, i n  a sense,  imposed by expectat ions i n  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  churches. 

Religious orders:  There a r e  c l e a r  s igns ,  now, t h a t  t h i s  o l d  separa t ion  is 
coming t o  an end. More and more members of r e l i g i o u s  

orders  and groups a r e  moving ou t  t o  l i v e  and m r k  i n  what a r e  o f t e n  small 
churches a t  l e a s t  i n  embryo, and t o  do so i n  company with members of 
d i f f e r e n t  orders ,  and with o ther  people, married o r  not .  (The ' l a y ' ,  
' c l e rgy '  and ' r e l i g i o u s '  l a b e l s  a r e  s o  g ross ly  out-dated, untheological  and 
misleading t h a t  we should make a ser ious  attempt t o  avoid using them, but 
present  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  clumsy and awkward. 

A new theologica l  language i s  needed which f i t s  t h e  present ,  not t h e  
medieval. Chr is t ian  experience. I t  seems t h a t  t h e  'charism' of t h e  o lde r  
groups, nurtured i n  i s o l a t i o n .  i s  now being given back t o  the  whole Chr is t -  
ian community, t o  be l ived  i n  t h a t  context ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  church becomes 
i t s e l f  t h e  locus  of s p i r i t u a l  growth and awareness, t h e  place where one 
l ea rns  what it means t o  belong t o  Chr is t .  Reflect ion on t h i s  i s  only j u s t  
beginning, but  it has far-reaching consequences. 



The present  c r i s i s  and challenge and change which i s  happening i n  tht 
church i s  t h e  b igges t  so  f a r ,  y e t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from the  o t h e r s  a s  the 
were d i f f e r e n t  from each o ther .  The s c a l e  is  d i f f e r e n t ,  t he  people a r e  
d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  condit ions a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  so  t h e  response must be d i f f e r e n t .  
The response has t o  have something of t h e  charac ter  of a 'remnant' which i s  
f a i t h f u l ,  because t h i s  i s  s i w l y  how it has always happened, through t h e  
whole h i s t o r y  of I s r a e l  and on through t h e  'Chr i s t i an  cen tu r i e s ' .  

~ e c t a r i a n i s d e l i t i s m :  But we must t r y  t o  l ea rn  from h i s t o r y  and s t r i v e  t o  
prevent t h e  p u l l i n g  away, t h e  sec ta r i an  o r  e l i t e  

cha rac te r ,  which is  so  onposed t o  the  self-giving love of a church i n  
mission f o r  C h r i s t .  And no 'senarateness '  i s  needed except t h a t  necessary 
one which i s  involved i n  a wil l ingness t o  respond whole-heartedly t o  C h r i s t  
c a l l ing .  

Only a few w i l l  have t h a t  acute awareness, and respond t o  it, and they 
a r e  needed f o r  the  sake of t h e  r e s t  with whom they a r e  one. Somebody has 
t o  do t h i s  o r  t h a t  o a r t i c u l a r  job of ministry;  it might have been someone 
e l s e ,  bu t  i f  it hapoens t o  be you, o r  m e ,  so  be it. But above a l l  t h e  
demand l a i d  on Chr i s t i ans  is  silnply the  one i m p l i c i t  i n  the  acceptance of 
baptism. It means, e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t o  leave behind ' t h e  o ld  l i f e ' .  It is no 
wonder t h e  f i r s t  d i s c i n l e s  so ld  a l l  they had, it was t h e  only poss ib le  
response t o  a c a l l  t o  mission. 

The It mst happen now 
t o  each new church 

and t o  each one i n  it. "The kingdom of heaven is near",  ~ e o p l e  have 
l i t e r a l l y  t o  'seek f i r s t  t h e  kingdom'. For some t h i s  w i l l  mean t o  leave 
everything behind and go a s  a messenger, but  f o r  most it c a n ' t  mean leaving 
t h e  p l a c e o r  t h e r e  could be no new church. I t  must mean leaving th ings  
a s  possessions - not holding anything a s  'mine', but  only t o  share,  f o r  t h e  
sake of those who need them, and t h i s  a p p l i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  the  means of 
h o s p i t a l i t v ,  hecause h o s n i t a l i t y  and r e a l  poverty a r e  two s i d e s  of t h e  same 
coin.  

The a c t  of dispossession i s  t r u l y  convert ing,  and nothing l e s s  w i l l  
meet the  case. Therefore,  i n i t i a l l y ,  one important o a r t  of the  work of those 
who a r e  aware of what God  i s  doing i s  t o  c a l l  peoole t o  t h a t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
t o  a d e s i r e  t o  be a b l e  t o  come t o  t h a t .  Fran t h a t  po in t  a l l  kinds of 
necessary and approor ia te  ac t ion  can grow, because people w i l l  be f r e e  t o  
respond t o  needs t h l y  perceive. These needs a r e  concrete,  they a r e  here and 
now, and t h e  nature  of them is  indica ted  by t h e  kind of universa l  movement 
from which t h e  new churches themselves emerge, of ordinary poor peoole, 
working f o r  a r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  p r o f i t  madness and f u t i l e  c o n f l i c t  and 
t h e  c u l t  of s i z e  and uniformity. They a r e  f inding a l t e r n a t i v e s  together ,  
becoming gradual ly  more and more self-aware. 

The conversion of the  church: But t h e  same demand f o r  r ewntance  and bap- 
t i s m  i s  being made of another group, t h a t  of 

t h e  e x i s t i n g  and e x p l i c i t  and ' o f f i c i a l '  church. I am not sneaking here,  
only o r  even c h i e f l y  of t h e  qrocess of individual  conversion through which 
anyone must pass i n  hearing and answering t h e  c a l l  t o  mission. That can be 
taken f o r  granted. I a m  soeaking of t h e  conversion of t h e  Church i t s e l f ,  
o f  dying and r i s i n g  w i t h  Chr i s t ,  t o  become h i s  presence in those p a r t i ~ ~ l a f  
and concrete s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e  messengers of t h e  S p i r i t  i n  new places  
c a l l  t o  t h e  a l ready v i s i b l e  church t o  come and help them. 



Transformed i n  C h r i s t :  I f  t he  church i s  accura te ly  described a s  ' t he  Body 
of C h r i s t ' ,  t h a t  means t h a t  it i s  i d e n t i c a l  i n  i t s  

inmost being with t h e  one who i s  incarnate God, the man ca l l ed  Jesus.  I t  
is so, a s  a v i s i b l e  human community, only insofa r  a s  each one i s  r e a l l y  and 
personally transformed i n  Chr is t .  hlo f u r t h e r  than t h a t  - but so  f a r  it is. 
And only insofa r  a s  it has undergone death with C h r i s t  w i l l  it be ab le  
e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  be the  presence of the  r i s e n  Jesus i n  a 'pre-church' 
s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  i n  any place where a nascent (even i f  already nominally 
c h r i s t l a n )  church i s  s t rugg l ing  towards i t s  f u l l  i d e n t i t y  i n  Chr i s t .  

This  is  a constant  demand on the  church, i n  i t s  individual  members, i n  
i t s  being a s  l o c a l  churches, and i n  i t s  awareness of i t s e l f  a s  one of t h e  
widest l e v e l .  B u t  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  times i n  each individual  l i f e  when t h e  
Lord deeands a deeper and more oainful  dying, i n  order  t h a t  one may e n t e r  
i n t o  a new i n t e n s i t y  of transformed being, so  i n  the  community of t h e  body 
of Chr i s t  loca l  churches of many s i zes  come t o  times of c r i s i s  when a r e a l  
dying is demanded. 

A pa in fu l  dying: Th i s  hanpened, f o r  ins tance ,  t o  churches in  mission 
countr ies  which were c a l l e d  upon t o  l e t  go a l l  t he  secur i ty  

and ~ r e s t i g e  of being c i t i z e n s  of some r i c h  colonia l  power, and t o  be - i f  
they were allowed t o  s t a y  a t  a l l  - poor and possibly persecuted,  servants  of 
the  people, a s  vulnerable as  tine c ruc i f i ed  man whom they preached. In  such 
ways t h e  Lord c a l l s  h i s  church t o  d ie  wit ! ,  him, and when it does, a t r u e  
experience of r e su r rec t ion  follows. (Only sometimes it re fuses ,  c l ing ing  t o  
g lory  and secur i ty ,  and then it d i e s  t h e  'second death '  and cor rup t s . )  

The demand i s  l a i d  on the  church a s  a whole, cons tan t ly ,  but  i s  
esnec ia l ly  c l e a r  a t  c e r t a i n  times. It i s  happening now, on a s c a l e  and i n  a 
manner without precedent a s  we saw a t  t h e  heginning of t h i s  paper, and the  
same reac t ions  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  present .  

Salvat ion comes from the  noor: To document t h i s  adequately would be 
inmossible here. P lenty  of documentation 

and p lenty  of undocumented but immediate eye-witness evidence of what i s  
happening i s  ava i l ah le ,  f o r  those who a r e  awake enough t o  hear  i t ,  both from 
the Third World churches and a l s o  from the  ' t e r r i t o r y '  of t h e  o lde r  ones. 
Awareness of the  demand, and of both kinds of r e s p n s e s ,  were evident  
r ecen t ly  a t  t h e  conference of t h e  Bishops of La t in  America a t  Puebla. 
Salvat ion,  s a i d  t h e  Bishops, comes from the  poor because t h a t  i s  where 
C h r i s t  is. (Where e l s e  would one expect him t o  be?) Not a l l  a r e  i n  severe 
want, f o r  the  poor, i n  t h i s  context ,  inc ludes  a l l  those  who, from t h e i r  
experience of unimnortance and weakness, come together  wherever they  a r e  t o  
seek s a l v a t i o n ,  temporal and e t e r n a l  - both together  a s  one d e s i r e .  And t h e  
Lord i s  t h e r e  amongst them. 

'Sel l  a l l  t h a t  you possess": From t h a t  pos i t ion  C h r i s t  demands of t h e  Church 
t h a t  it d i e  with him a s  it is pledged t o  do. 

The old forms of Chr i s t i an  l i f e ,  once useful  and a l i v e ,  a r e  increas ingly  
inadequate, even counter-nroductive, i n  such a s i t u a t i o n .  They can a c t u a l l y  
be a b a r r i e r  t o  t h e  communication of t h e  Good News, r a t h e r  than i ts  voice. 



' S t ruc tu res '  both human and stone,  splendid l i t u r g y ,  insp i r ing  books, 
and g rea t  a r t ,  even t r a d i t i o n a l  ways of prayer and ho l iness  o r  of dedicatee 
l i f e ,  a r e  o f t en  meaningless t o  these  poor. These a r e  not  'bad t h i n g s ' ,  on 
t h e  cont rary ,  they  have been g lo r ious  and beloved, and r i g h t l y  so. There 
has been wrong, of course,  but it is easy t o  see t h e  point  of l e t t i n g  go 
what is c l e a r l y  bad; 'even t h e  heathen' do a s  much. I t  is  much harder t o  
l e t  go the  s n i r i t u a l  wealth of cen tu r i e s  simply because it can no longer 
convey t o  those who most need hope and meaning t h e  u l t imate  beauty and t e r r .  
which it is  its s o l e  vuroose t o  announce. 

Such ' l e t t i n g  go' i s  what is  required: Not a l l  w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h i s  c a l l  t o  
d i e ,  o r  respond t o  it, but  some w i l l ,  

and a r e  a l ready doing so. That i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  which r e f u s e s  t o  d i e  w i l l  
l i nge r  on, doing useful  work, comforting, sus ta in ing ,  f u l l  of good w i l l  and 
loya l ty  perhaps, but it w i l l  gradually lose  confidence, become more 
entrenched i n  defensive anger, o r  e l s e  s lack  and apathet ic .  

Yet t h e r e  is  g r e a t  hope. A t  t h e  Vatican Council, t h e  o r i g i n a l  prepara- 
t o r y  documents which manifes t ly  refused t h e  c a l l  t o  ' l eave  a l l  t h ings '  i n  
o rde r  t o  serve  new needs were thrown o u t ,  and new ones wri t ten .  A t  Puebla 
the same th ing happened, t o  t h e  astonishment of many. (Foreign j o u r n a l i s t s  
never even noticed.)  Hearts and minds a r e  being converted. Many s n n l l e r  
o f f i c i a l  gatherings a r e  experiencing sudden changes of d i r e c t i o n ,  and 
emerging from ' rou t ine '  d iscuss ions  converted t o  new ways. 

The most d i f f i c u l t  th ing ,  perhaps, f o r  a church cons t i tu ted  ( inevitablq 
and f o r  a l l  kinds of p e r f e c t l y  good h i s t o r i c a l  reasons)  on such a very 
masculine model is  t o  accept  t h a t  nlanning and organizing, however en l igh t -  
ened and loving, a r e  necessary but  a r e  not  enough. 

It: to l e t  go d i r e c t i n g ,  t o  be open t o  way: 
and ideas  which seem t o t a l l y  s t range  ar. 

even ' i r r e l i g i o u s ' ,  y e t  t o  have a sound judgment t o  d i sce rn  good and bad i n  
them, i n  t h e  new a s  well  a s  t h e  o ld .  

We must hold f a s t  t o  f a i t h  and t r u s t  t h a t  a humble and honest discern-  
ment guLded by d iv ine  Wisdom w i l l  enable the e s s e n t i a l  and perennial  t r u t h  
t o  beccdne once more f u l l y  v i s i b l e  and ac t ive .  A l l  t h i s  r equ i res  such a 
deep conversion, such an absolute dying, t h a t  t h e  mere thought o f  it i s  
pa in fu l  t o  many Chr i s t i ans .  But t h a t  i s  how t h e  church can come t o  new b i r t h ,  
and i n  t h a t  way only s i n c e  it i s  the  way J e s u s  took. He made it p e r f e c t l y  
c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  only way. We c a n  ignore  h i s  warning but i f  we do so  
then t h e  o l d e r  forms of t h e  Church w i l l  indeed d i e ,  bu t  not t o  new l i f e .  

"I  bel ieve  i n  ~ e s u s  C h r i s t " :  This  church w i l l  l i v e ,  and people w i l l  l i v e  i n  
response t o  it, and it w i l l  grow, and it w i l l  

be very recognizably t h e  church of the Ages, with two-thousand year long 
r o o t s  of prayer and search and language of f a i t h .  Its statements of f a i t h  
a l ready coming o u t  of t h i s  new experience of being t h e  church a r e  bolder and 
more s c r i p t u r a l  and more r a d i c a l l y  orthodox than those  of t h e  last g e n e r a t i ~  
of Chr i s t i an  teaching,  which grew t o  be so  a f r a i d  of the  v io len t  demands of 
t h e  inca rna te  God t h a t  it accommodated him t o  various contemporary nhilo-  
sophical  and p o l i t i c a l  models i n  order  t o  make him e a s i e r  t o  l i v e  with,  i f  
no t  t o  l i v e  by, as  indeed t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  have so o f t e n  done. So t h e  l i f e  
of t h i s  church w i l l  be t r u l y  incarnat ional ,  l i ved  v i s i b l y  and concre te ly  
where r e a l  people do l i v e ,  whether in  c i t i e s  o r  on farms, in pr isons  o r  



shanty towns, and knowing Chr i s t  there.  And it w i l l  be a l i g h t  t o  t h e  
nations.  

"All These Things W i l l  be Added Unto You...": But i f  t h e  ' o ld '  church hears 
t h e  c a l l  of t h e  Lord t o  

follow him t o  death then,  a t  l e a s t  i n  those  p a r t s  of it which hear and 
respond, not only w i l l  i t s  g rea t  s t o r e  o f  wisdom and experience be immediate- 
l y  avai lable  t o  the  s t i l l  immature being of t h e  new Church, thus saving it 
many mistakes and dead ends, but i t s  own l i f e  w i l l ,  a s  the  Lord promised, be 
'saved' .  In t h i s  mission, it w i l l  be renewed. A l l  t h a t  it ' l o s t '  s o  
hardly w i l l  be given back, t h e  same yet t ransf igured.  

We may disobey, but we c a n ' t  Change t h e  ' r u l e s ' ,  because they a r e  not  
invented laws but simoly the  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of t h e  verv nature of r e a l i t y .  'He 
who saves h i s  l i f e  s h a l l  lose  it, he who l o s e s  h i s  l i f e  f o r  my sake s h a l l  
f ind  it. ' It app l i es  t o  each one, and it appl ies  t o  t h e  whole. We have a 
choice, and t h e  choice is c l e a r ,  and t h e  r e s u l t s  of our choosing have been 
shown t o  us i n  extremely simple language. I f  we d i e  with Chr i s t ,  we s h a l l  
a l s o  l i v e  with him. Vot otherwise. 

APPENDIX 

From an address of Cardinal Tarancon of Madrid: ". . . a  somewhat p a r t i c u l a r  
nhenomenon which has emerged 

within t h e  l a s t  few years ,  and not  only i n  Snain - the  a p e a r a n c e  of 
communities and small groups representing var ious  trends.  Each group in  i t s  
own way wants t o  be an authent ic  expression of t h e  renewal of Chr is t ian  l i f e  
which i s  prompted by t h e  S p i r i t ,  and t h i s  is i n  accordance with the  character- 
i s t i c s  of today ' s  world. 

... We must a l s o  s t r e s s  t h a t  t h e  majori ty of  these  communities o r  groups 
and even movements c o m ~ r i s i n q  communities with t h e  same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  
have emerged independently from the  hierarchy,  sometimes indeed out of 
opposit ion t o  it. This statement is  not meant t o  give a pe jo ra t ive  i-ress- 
ion,  it is  simgly a statement of foct--As the  Council sa id ,  "To everyone i s  
given the  manifestat ion of  the S p i r i t  f o r  t h e  well-being of everyone". We 
t h e  Bishops have kept somewhat apar t  from t h i s  powerful current  which i s  
increas ing i n  depth and s t rength  ... we have...a d e a r  t a sk  of discernment... 
has not t h e  r i g h t  moment now arrived?" 
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"COVE AVNUYCIARE CRI  ST9 SALVAT04E D I  TUTTI  GL1 ~ 0 ~ 1 . 1 1 ~  

CORSO D I  FORMAZIONE PERXANENTE PER MISSIONARI ReDUCI  

Dal 6 a1 26 giugno, g l i  I s t i t u t i  Hissionari maschili e femminili d i  
origine i t a l i ana  (Comboniani, Saveriani, Consolata e PIKE) terranno un corso 
d i  formazione permanente su l  tend: "Come Annunciare Cristo Salvatore d i  
rut t i  g l i  Uomini". 

Prima settimana:- Dialog0 e Comunione 
- Dinarnica d i  gruppo (P. Filipno Commissari, PIME) 
- Elementi fondamentali de l  messaggio morale cr is t iano in  

ranporto all'evangelizzazione (P.D. Ilongil10,OP). 

Seconda settimana: L'evangelizzazione oggi a l l a  luce de l la  prime comunita 
apostoliche nel  Nuovo Testamento. (Don Bruno Maggioni) 

Terza settimana: - Dialog0 con l e  grandi re l ig ioni  i n  Asia 
(P. Marcello Zago, OHI). 

- Problemi de l la  Missione oggi (Comunita d i  base, ecc.) 
(P. ileo Elia ,  SX) . 

OBIETTIVO DEL CORSO 

I1 corso 5 particolarmente or ientato ad un rinnovamento sp i r i tua le ,  
cultusale e pastorale de i  missionari a t t raverso una reflessione bibl ica ,  
teologica ed ecclesiale  sull'evangelizzazione ne l  mondo contemporaneo nei 
suoi elementi fondamentali. 

Affinch.5 il corso possa raggiungere il suo scopo, riteniamo indispen- 
sab i le ,  come punto d i  partenza, nromuovere una Vera f r a t e rn i t a  t r a  t u t t i  i 
partecipanti  de l  corso at t raverso il dialog0 e l a  dinarnica d i  g runp .  

Per realizzare una comunione fraterna e fruttuosa B r ich ies ta  una 
collaborazione a t t i va  d i  t u t t i  i partecipanti  d a l l ' i n i z i o  de l  corso fino 
a l l a  fine. 

Inviare l e  i sc r iz ioni  e domande per informazioni u t i l i  a: 

P. F i l i p p  Commissari, P. 1.EI.E. 
Via Guerrazzi 11, 00152 Roma. Tel: (06) 58.97.941 

I1 second0 Corso d i  aggiornanento s i  t e r r a  da l  30 agosto a1 25 settembre, 
presso il Collegio Spagnolo (via  d i  Torre Rossa, 2 ) .  



SUMMER SCHOOL 

OV 

I SLAV4 TODAY 

JUNE 2RTH TO JULY 23RD. 1982 
AT 

PONTIFICIO ISTITUTO D I  STUD1 ARAB1 

Piazza S. Apoll inare,  49 
00186 Rome 

A course f o r  t h e  non-specia l i s t ,  conducted by t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  
f o r  Arabic and Islamic s t u d i e s  (Rome), and gues t - lec turers .  

PROGRAFU4E OF LECTURES 

Week 1: Fundamentals 

1 )  The world of Islam. The expansion 
of  Islam: 

21 Muhammad, h i s  l i f e  and mission 
3) The Our'&, its genes is  and 

message; 
4) Fundamental b e l i e f s  
5) Fundamental p r a c t i c e s  

Week 2: Theology and Cu l tu re  

6 )  The ques t  of con t inu i ty ;  e a r l y  
h i s t o r y  of Islam. 

7) Trad i t ion  and t r a d i t i o n s .  
8)  Development of  Is lamic thought.  
3) Mysticism. 

10) Suf i  Orders: Theory, 
organiza t ion ,  inf luence.  

Week 3: Daily L i fe  Week 4: C h r i s t i a n i t y  and Islam 

11) F e s t i v a l s ,  devotion t o  Muhammad. 
12) The l i f e  cycle  of  a  Muslim. 

Family Law. 
13) Shicism; I ranian  revolu t ion  
14) Modern t r ends ,  ideologies ,   resent 

r e v i v a l  and search  f o r  uni ty .  
15) Popular Islam and t r a d i t i o n a l  

c u l t u r e s  (magic, e t c .  ) . 

16) Is lamic  Christology 
(Consequences f o r  C h r i s t i a n  
wi tness ) .  

17) Concept o f  sa lva t ion  i n  Islam 
and C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

18) Muslims and non-Muslims ( i n  
p a s t  h i s t o r y ,  and a t  p r e s e n t ) .  

19) Mission and dialogue,  C h r i s t i a n  
communities i n  Muslim milieux. 

20) Conclusions and suggestions. 

Applicat ions and reques t s  f o r  f u r t h e r  information to :  

P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Arabic and Islamic Studies ,  
P iazza  S. Apoll inare,  49 - 00186, Rome - I t a l y .  



J o i n t  Commission USG - UISG 
f o r  

J u s t i c e  ind Peace 

December lo th ,  1981 

Dear Father Arrupe, 

We members of the  UISG-USG Joint  C m i s s i o n  Just ice  mzd Peace write t o  
o f f e r  you our prayerful support i n  your present sickness, and t o  thank you 
for your e q l e  and service t o  t he  whole church over t k e  years through the  
pranotion o f  jus t ice .  In particular we want t o  t h m k  you: 

- for your courageous leadership o f  your awn companions i n  the  
Society of Jesus i n  the service o f  fa i th  and the  pmmotion of 
jus t ice  

- for t he  witness t ha t  has been given by Jesu i t s  under your leader- 
ship i n  the  defence o f  those whose r i gh t s  as human beings have 
been tmmpled, and i n  the  challenging o f  unjust  regirnzs and 
s tructures  o f  socie ty  t h a t  cause and pemetuate poverty, power- 
lessness and .suffering. This has been an exanple $0 a l l  
re l ig ious  men and women 

- for the  so l idar i ty  you have shmm and the  service you have rendered 
t o  refugees a l l  over the  world. You have awakened many, ourselves 
included, t o  consciousness and pos i t i ve  action j'6r these v i e t i n s  
of  i n ju s t i c e ,  war and repressicn. You have mobilised z o t  only 
Jesu i t s ,  but  many others who wish to collaborate i n  t h i s  human 
cmd pastoral service i n  so l idar i ty  with our needy s i s t e r s  a d  
brothers. We think  especial ly  o f  your , f i r s t  c a l l  t o  help the  
"Boat People", o f  the  s e t t i n g u p  o f  t he  Jesu i t  '.fu.qee Senvice, 
and of the  new e f f o r t  for refugees here i n  Rome, i n  which we are 
gmte fu l  for t h e  opportunity t o  share 

- for our own personal contacts wi th  you and the  ins$ration t ha t  
your fa i th ,  your cmmitment, your understanding o f  the  needs o f  
the  time and your love of t he  church have been t o  us.  We 
especial ly  reca l l  our July meeting, when you can:@ p e ~ ~ ~ o n a l l y  t o  
meet us  and spoke t o  us  about refugees i n  Africa. 

Be assured o f  our prayerful supvort and o f  our continued commitment 
to work for just ice.  We believe tha t  act ion on behalf of  j x s t i ce  i s  an 
essent ial  element o f  evangelization,"a cons t i tu t i ve  dimension o f  the 
preaching of the Gospel", mzd we want t o  l i v e  t ha t  b e l i e f .  Ne ask t ha t  we 
may be a part o f  ;/our prayer too. 

Your s i s t e r s  and brothers i n  Christ,  

a .  Ramona Mendiola, icm Falco J. Thuis ,  O.Cam 
Pres ident  U I S G  Commission President  USG Commission 

fo r  t h e  members of t h e  J o i n t  Commission. 




