


REPORT ON THE CHINA MEETING HELD ON 111~ FEBRUARY, 1980 ................................................................... 

33 Sedos members representing 23  congregations were present. The first 
part of the me t ing  consisted of a report on the China questionnaire t o  which 
23 congregations had responded. (Copies of the report  were dis t r ibuted a t  the 
meeting). A resum? of Fr. Lazzarotto's a r t i c l e  was also distributed. (Cf. 
pages 92 t o  99 of t h i s  Bulletin for  the conplete a r t i c l e ) .  

I n  the second part  of the meeting, Fr. John Cioppa, a member of  the 
General Council of the Maryknoll Fathers, gave a report of  the recent meeting 
of Catholic religious interested i n  China held in  the United States.  Below is 
an account of the meeting: 

China Meeting, December 6-7, 1979, Wryknoll New York. 

Organization 

The Meeting was the f i r s t  of its kind held i n  t h i r t y  years with U.S. 
Catholic Mission Groups. The purpose of the Conference was to enable a sharing 
by Mission Groups of t h e i r  present thinking and plans regarding China and t o  
broaden understanding o f  the Chinese rea l i ty .  

The idea of having the Meeting with Catholic Mtssion Groups evolved from 
a meeting of  a few Catholic representatives w i t h  the China Program C o d t t e e  
of the National Council of Churches in  May, 1979. The purpose of t h a t  me t ing  
was to discuss ecumenical collaboration i n  the study and possible involvemnt 
of church people i n  China. A major conclusion of the May meeting w a s  t h a t  it 
is necessary to first know the present thinking of  Catholic Mission Groups 
about China before we can discuss o r  have ecumenical collaboration. 

Consequently, the U.S. Catholic Mtssion Council (CHC) was asked to ass- 
leadership to bring Catholic Mtssion Groups together for an update and sharing 
of t h e i r  ~oc ie ty /~ongrega t ion ' s  thinking about China. In July the CElC conducted 
a survey of a l l  U.S.-based Catholic Mission Groups formerly i n  China to ascer- 
t a i n  the nuuber of groups t h a t  still have an in te res t  i n  China. Invitations to 
the December meeting were sent  to a l l  Groups t h a t  expressed in t e res t  i n  such a 
meeting. 45 U.S. congregations had missions i n  China. 38 responded to the 
questionnaire, expressing in teres t .  

Participants and Agenda 

There were t h i r t y  nine participants a t  the Meeting. Seventeen Kission 
Groups were represented, seven from men's Societies and ten from worn's COngre- 
gations. A l l  were from the United States  except for  representation from two 
Canadian groups and a v i s i to r  from Hong Kong. 

The agenda for the Meeting was as follows: 



Welcome by Eugene Toland of Maryknoll and Anthony Bellagamba 
of the Catholic Mission Council 

Orientat ion by Rose Marie Franklin of  Maryknoll 
THE PAST: BRIEF REVIEW by par t i c ipan t s  on the  extent  and 

duration of  previous experience i n  China 
WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE PAST by Richard Madsen, Ph.D. 

o f  t he  University of  Cal i fornia  i n  San Diego 
(Sedos Docwentation No. 4/3694) 

THE PRESENT: CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIP TO TODAY'S CHINA by 
DJnald MacInnis o f  t he  Midwest China Research Center 
(Sedos Documentation No. 4/3695) 

PRESENT CONTACTS WITH CBIML by par t i c ipan t s  
CONTEMPORARY CHINA, f i lm and discussion 
THE FUTURE: THE CHALLENGE OF CHINA by John Cioppa 
Comments by Theresa Chu, RSCJ of Hong Kong China Liaison Office 
Small Group discussion and recommendations fo r  the future .  

Present  Contacts w i t h  China 

Of the Mission Groups represented a t  the  Meeting, th ree  are working on 
plans t o  allow a l imt ted number t o  apply for  contracts  i n  China given pm- 
fess ional  competency, language f a c i l i t y  and understanding of  Marxism and 
Maoism. Several  Groups have no firm intent ion of fu tu re  inmlvement i n  China 
and the r e s t  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  given the  r i g h t  kind of oppoltunity. Two Congre- 
gations have s t a r t e d  work on t h e i r  h i s t o r i e s  i n  China. 

Some discussion w a s  he ld  on t he  kind and numbers of China research 
cen te r s  i n  Rong Kong and it was noted t h a t  t he r e  are many though each has a 
d i f f e r en t  aspect  t h a t  is emphasized. For ins tance ,  t he r e  are the  Tao Fung 
Sang cu l t u r a l  research Center, Jonathan Chao's evangelical  Center, Father 
Ladany's Center t o  monitor broadcasts and publ ica t ions ,  and t he  Wthodis t  
Liaison Center. The Hong Kong diocose has recent ly  i n i t i a t e d  a China research 
group. It w a s  noted t h a t  a l l  research groups are  dominated by men and c l e r i c s  
and while the p r inc ip le  of col laborat ion i s  adhered t o ,  col laborat ive  e f f o r t s  
have been minimal. I t  was agreed t h a t  col laborat ion among research groups is 
des i rab le  and anyone s t a r t i n g  research, hopefully w i l l  i n tegra te  and col- 
laborate with ex i s t i ng  groups ra the r  than i n i t i a t i n g  a new group o r  s e r i e s  of 
s tud ies .  I t  was scgy!sked t h a i  nong ;:onj would be the bes t  place f o r  o r ien t -  
a t i on  and de-briefing f o r  individuals/groups t h a t  go t o  China on tours  o r  
contracts .  The question w a s  a l so  ra ised about anyone going t o  China a t  a l l  
lm t i l  f u r t he r  study, research, and r e f l e c t i on  has been done. 

Presentat ion by John Cioppa 

The presenta t ion by Father Cioppa focused on t he  Maryknoll Socie ty ' s  
response t o  t h i r t y  years experience i n  China and t h i r t y  years ou t  o f  China. 
Research on China was begun only i n  1979. John offered s i x  e s s en t i a l  qual i -  
t a t i v e  elements of  response t o  China a s  follows: 

- response must be based on in-depth and on-going r e f l e c t i v e  analys is  of  the 
p a s t  and present  i n  China, t he  world and the Church rooted i n  research and 
study; 

- response must be based on keen s e n s i t i v i t y  and appreciat ion of the  i den t i t y  
and selfhood of  the  Chinese people and Chris t ian  Churches; 

- response must be based on an understanding o f  the PRC's policy and a t t i t u d e  
towards re l ig ion;  



- response must be based on a moperat ive  and ecumenical approach i n  both 
message and witness a s  well  a s  cooperation and col labora t ion wi th in  our  
own Cathol ic  t r a d i t i o n ;  - response must be based on an acute awareness and appreciat ion of t h e  
tension and d e l i c a t e  balance of the presence and na tu re  of grass-root 
Chr i s t i ans ,  the  Catholic P a t r i o t i c  Church, the Church i n  Taiwan, and 
re la t ionsh ips  w i t h  t he  Vatican. Research and r e f l e c t i o n  should l ead  t o  
reconc i l i a t ion  no t  polar iza t ion;  - response must be based on a sympathetic presence with an approach t h a t  i s  
slow, thoughtful ,  r e f l e c t i v e ,  and s e n s i t i v e  and not based on an euphoria 
about China being open again. An o r i e n t a l  approach would be mostly 
"ac t ive ly  doing nothing", but  it is necessary t o  a l s o  maintain hope and 
a c t i v i t y .  

One Chinese p a r t i c i p a n t  s a i d  t h a t  i f  we want to know about t h e  nature of  
the Church i n  China today w e  need t o  go t o  where the  greater majori ty o f  
Catholics a r e  and see  the  kind of  f a i t h ,  a t t i t u d e  and behaviour they have. 
The Chinese can "smell" the sympathy a Westerner may have for  China. I n  some 
cases the re  is  l i t t l e  c o n f l i c t  between grass-root  Chr i s t i ans  and the  Pat r ioUc 
Church; each l i v e  t h e i r  own l i v e s  and the people a r e  not  caught i n  an  e i t h e r /  
o r  bind. I n  supplying personnel we need be ca re fu l  of p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
educational  systems t h a t  may c a t e r  t o  the e l i t e  and not  touch o r  help  the  
ordinary people. W e  need t o  view evangelizat ion and developrent ,  n o t  a s  
separa te  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  phenomenon, b u t  a s  r e l a t e d  and interdependent. W e  
would b e n e f i t  by a more indepth understanding of  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
f a i t h  and Socialism, f a i t h  and Marxism. Socialism as it is l i v e d  today i n  
China may be more Chr i s t i an  than C h r i s t i a n i t y  of the  West. 

Small Group Discussions and Recommendations 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  divided i n t o  small group discussions t o  brainstorm 
recommendations f o r  t h e  fu ture .  After  shar ing the discussion r e s u l t s  the 
small groups met again to s e l e c t  th ree  p r i o r i t i e s .  Of p r i o r i t i e s  given, the  
following were mentioned mst frequently:  

- t o  have a 1980 meeting s imi la r  t o  this one but  preferably  on an ecurrenical 
bas i s ;  

- to have a Newsletter on China t o  share  information, t r i p  repor t s ,  research 
results, research papers, bibl iography,  etc. 

- to have more col labora t ion i n  research; - to encourage a l l  Societies/Congregations t o  write their China h i s t o r i e s .  

I t  was a l s o  decided to s e t  up a committee f o r  follow up work of the  
Meeting i n  conjunction with the  Cathol ic  Mission Council. The members of  the  
committee t e n t a t i v e l y  a re :  

John Cioppa and/or Rose Marie Franklin of  Maryknoll 
Kathleen Keefe of Missionary S i s t e r s  of  the  Immaculate Conception 
C a r i t a  Pendergast of S i s t e r s  of Char i ty  
Charles Flaherty of t h e  Columbans 

The couonittee and CMC w i l l  meet pe r iod ica l ly  throughout the  year.  

For f u r t h e r  information and mmmunication w r i t e  tn: U.S. Cathol ic  
Mission Council, 1302 18th S t r e e t ,  N.W. Sui te  702, Washington, D.C. 20036. 



OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE CHURCH IN CHINA TODAY 

(A t a l k  given t o  the Associations of  Superiors-General, Hong Kong) 

Jonathan Chao, a p ro tes tan t  pas tor  who heads the Chinese Church Research 
Center i n  Hong Kong, wrote recently:  "There are mission groups who are anxious 
t o  join the China bandwagon and be the f i r s t  t o  launch a dramatic China evan- 
g e l i s t i c  beachhead. I t  is t h i s  kind of u n i n f o m d  zeal  t h a t  w i l l  hur t  the  pro- 
spects  of the Gospel i n  China mst." 

I think we can agree with him, knowing how fashionable it i s  today t o  g e t  
involved with Chinese p rob lem;  and this app l ies  a l so ,  no doubt, to ce r t a i n  
well meaning C b i s t i a n s  who seem t o  have suddenly discovered t h e i r  missionary 
vocation t o  China. 

As f o r  the re l ig ious  groups with a long standing t r a d i t i o n  of mission 
service  the re ,  it i s  only na tu ra l  t h a t  they should f e e l  such concern. This may 
even be a spec i f i c  duty fo r  the congregations, both of men and wonen, who s t i l l  
have members l i v ing  the re ,  now tha t  some contacts  have again become possible.  

This  concern is shared a t  the  highest  l eve l  of the  Church, a s  was revealed 
by the appeal nade by Pope John Paul I1 on Sunday, 19 August, 1979. Ear l i e r ,  
l a s t  May, a t  the  annual study sess ion of  the USG a t  V i l l a  Cava l le t t i  near Rome, 
card.  Agnelo Rossi of Propaganda Fide urged the  Superiors of a l l  Orders and 
Congregations t o  be open'and a l e r t  t o  the possible demands of  the new s i t u a t i o n  
i n  China. 

Already i n  October 1976, an t he  occasion of t he  50th anniversary o f  the  
ordinat ion of the f i r s t  Chinese Bishops, the  Congregation fo r  t he  Evang=lizztton 
of Peoples had ca l l ed  a spec ia l  meeting of Bishops, Superiors of Religious 
Orders and exper ts  t o  study t h i s  problem. But it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  foresee the 
developroents which were then j u s t  shaping up. 

In  f a c t  only recent ly ,  with the new regulat ions concerning oversea 
v i s i t o r s ,  i t  has been poss ible  f o r  a number of Chr is t ians  and even s o m  p r i e s t s  
and re l ig ious  l i v ing  abroad t o  go back t o  t h e i r  native land,  sometimes fo r  the  
f i r s t  time i n  30 years. These eyewitnesses have brought back the  f i r s t  preciol!s 
glimpses on t h e  r e a l  s i t ua t i on  of t he  sca t t e red  Catholic communities i n  d i f -  
f e ren t  pa r t s  of  China. 

From t h i s  point  of  view, Hong Kong i s  a pr iv i leged l i s t e n i n g  point:  i t s  
pos i t ion  a t  the  gate  of China, p laces  on the  local  Church here a m r e  spec i f i c  
respons ib i l i ty .  I n  f a c t ,  some people are  convinced t h a t  perhaps not a l l  is 
being don? t h a t  csuld be done from here,  t o  he lp  t he  Church i n  China today and 
t o  witness t o  the  mil l ions  of people who never heard t he  name o f  Jesus t he r e .  

I t  may be reca l l ed  t h a t  i n  1969-70, a f t e r  Bishop Francis Hsu succeeded 
Bishop L. B i e ~ c h i  a s  the head of t h e  diocese,  a group of major s u p r i o r s  o fbo th  
women and men met a few times t o  d iscuss  proposals f o r  f resh  presenta t ion o f t h s  
gospel t o  the  Chinese people. A t en t a t i ve  working programme was a l so  dram. up 
and sen t  f o r  consideration to  the  Union of the Superiors-General i n  Rome. Eut 
the whole idea  had t o  be dropped when a news agmcy got  hold of the  i s sue  and 
blew it up, headlining a "secret plan" by the  Vacican t o  s tage  a comeback t o  
China. 



Even today, uncalled-for pub l i c i ty  may cause a l o t  o f  misunderstanding; 
on the i s sue .  Nor can w e  overlook t h e  danger of g iv ing to  the Chris t ian  con- 
munities i n  t h e  west a s l an ted  idea  of  the  new oppor tuni t ies  offered,  thus 
evoking the  s o r t  of u n r e a l i s t i c  expectat ions and undiscerning enthusiasm 
mnt ioned above. A balanced and r e a l i s t i c  approach w i l l  be better ensured i f  
this problem is s tudied and tackled together,  a s  a comnon endeavor, by th f  
groups and persons more d i r e c t l y  in te res ted .  

Some missionary i n s t i t u t e s  have recent ly  assigned a person t o  work spocif-  
i c a l l y  on t h i s  p ro jec t .  Bishop J. 8. Wu of Hong Kong, backed by the p r i e s t s '  
council ,  has appointed one of h i s  p r i e s t s  t o  coordinate t h e  e f f o r t  of the l c c a l  
Church. The study team t h a t  has been formed intends to cooperate a s  c lose ly  as 
poss ib le  w i t h  o the r  research centres  sponsored by Chr i s t i an  bodies i n  HongKcnS 

The challenge t h a t  confronts  us unfolds along two main l i n e s :  our com- 
munities have s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  t o  t h e i r  brethren,  the fellow-Christians who 
l i v e  i n  China; b u t ,  s t r a i g h t  from the  words of  Jesus i n  the G o s p e l ,  comes the  
more general t a sk  of making the good News heard to some a t  l e a s t  o f  t h e  900 
mil l ion people l i v i n g  the re ,  although r e l i g i o n  appears to be so i r r e l e v a n t  i n  
t h e i r  present  s o c i a l  context .  

This paper is l imi ted  t o  the  f i r s t  aspect  of  the  i s sue ,  considering it 
mostly from the point  of  view of the Hong Kong Church and of  t h e  re l ig ious  
groups working here. 

1. We know very l i t t l e  on the s i t u a t i o n  of the s ing le  dioceses i n  China. 
Al l  contacts  with the  Church i n  mainland China were abrupt ly  in te r rup ted  i n  - - 

1966. Only now we are  slowly coming t o  r e a l i z e  how d i sas t rous  t h e  experience 
of the  c u l t u r a l  revolution was f o r  most be l i evers ,  a s  for  many i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
and even l o c a l  cadres. 

- After  the d i s rup t ion  of  t h a t  period,  it is  not an easy task  t o  
re-es tabl ish  the  contacts  with the  various dioceses of the  continent .  
Working to reconst ruct  the map, so t o  say, o f  the  Church i n  China is 
l i k e  pu t t ing  together a destroyed mosaic: it takes  patience and loir!.n7 
a t t e n t i o n .  

- But only by reaching ou t  i n  a f r i end ly  e f f o r t  to the  bishops, p r i e s t s .  
r e l i g i o u s  and l a y  people, Inen and w o a n ,  who have survived t h e  t r i a l s  
of  these long years,  can w e  cone t o  know t h e i r  r e a l  needs and the  way 
we can be of some help.  

- To this end we should e n l i s t  the cooperation of  the  loca l  par ishes ,  
s ince  t h e r e  are  s o  many Catholics going from here t o  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  
i n  China. I t  i s  very important f o r  the  r e l i g i o u s  congregations of  men 
and wonen t o  cooperate closely:  a s  it happens now, occasional  v i s i t o r s  
t o  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  may br ing back some news about menbers of this o r  t h a t  
congregation, b u t t h e  information may no t  reach t h e  group d i r e c t l y  
concerned. 

2. We should not judge s u p e r f i c i a l l y  the condit ions of the Church i n  Chins 
From the  sca t t e red  b i t s  of  information so  f a r  avai lable ,  one can see  g r e a t  d l f -  
ferences i n  the  concrete s i t u a t i o n s ,  with some comon p a t t e r n .  But i t  is s t i l l  
too e a r l y  t o  t r y  and &e any s o r t  of assessment of the  overa l l  condit ion of 
the Chr i s t i an  communities l i v i n g  there. 

- Sone people, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  western countr ies ,  have expressed 
c e r t a i n  misgivings about the  q u a l i t y  of Catholicism t h a t  is slowly 
surfac ing i n  China today. Having been c u t  o f f  f o r  a long time from 
t h e  r e s t  of the world, our Chinese brethren have hardly heard of  the 
many changes which occurred i n  the Church during t h e  p a s t  30 years ant 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince  Vatican Council 11. 



- It  would, therefore, be ungenerous t o  look down on them because of  the 
o ld  fashioned devotional l i f e  tha t  wst of them display today. It 
should be remembered, after a l l ,  t ha t  t h i s  very " tradi t ional  devotion" 
has kept wst of them generous and f a i th fu l  i n  the m s t  d i f f i c u l t  
circumstances. 

- Our contacts with them should, therefore, be very delicate and respect- 
f While helping them t o  grow i n  understanding ever w r e  the essent ial  
aspects of Christian l i f e ,  we s b u l d  cer tainly encourage them t o  appre- 
c ia te  the new theological insights brought about by the recent Council. 
However, we ought to be careful t o  avoid imposing on them theories and 
opinions which are a t  variance with the established t rad i t ion  and with 
the magisterium of the Church. 

- We should also refrain from using the ewression "underground Church", 
t h a t  some people i n  the West seem to l ike.  I t  is i n  fac t  misleading, 
since these Christians as other believers are not doing anything unlaw- 
f u l  o r  "underground": they simply try t o  be loyal to t h e i r  fa i th .  One 
could be t t e r  c a l l  it a "s i len t  Church", because it has no way, i n  most 
cases, t o  express i t s e l f ,  being denied a l l  poss ib i l i t ies  of public l i fe .  

3. We should not forget the past  t r i a l s  and sufferings undergone by 
Christians i n  China. 

- I t  i s  well known fac t  t ha t  during the pas t  years many Christians were 
ostensibly condemned for alleged po l i t i ca l  o r  common motivations. But 
the local communities knew very well tha t  they were actually witnessing, 
under the most trying circumstances, the i r  f a i th  i n  God and love for  
the Church. - I t  may be our w r a l  duty t o  co l lec t  the available documentation, pre- 
serving it for future memory. AS i n  the past  centuries, the t r i a l s  and 
generous stand of so many lay Christians, religious and p r i e s t s  of our 
generation have a great significance for  the whole Church. 

- Surely today, when the climate has changed so much with regard t o  dia- 
logue and cooperation with the marxist forces, many people would not 
hesi ta te  t o  dismiss with a smile of compassion those old fashioned 
believers who earned the i r  fa te  by an unperceiving and intransigent 
stand. However, no sa t i s fac tory  solution has so f a r  been reached t o  
the theoret ical  issue about the extent of a common ground and of viable 
concrete cooperation. - Besides, there is growing evidence tha t ,  a t  l e a s t  during the cul tural  
revolution, Catholics were often forced to renegate t h e i r  very f a i th  i n  
God and i n  Christ .  In the concrete r ea l i ty  of today's China, most 
believers do not seem t o  hes i ta te  showing t h e i r  so l idar i ty  with these 
coherent and dignified Christians. And t h i s  is often coupled with a 
unconcealed admiration by c o m n  people and even cadres and in te l lec t -  
uals. The persis tent  voices reporting conversions t o  the  Christian 
fa i th  i n  several parts of China seem t o  confirm the in t r ins i c  power of 
a t t rac t ion  tha t  t h i s  witnessing commands even where no organized evan- 
gelization is  possible. 

- A t  a large gathering of religious leaders held i n  Shanghai on 9th 
January 1979, the "gang of four" was publicly accused of having "ruth- 
lessly persecuted religious workers.. .", and it was announced tha t  
"false  charges and slanders forced on pa t r io t i c  personalit ies i n  r e l i -  
gious c i rc les  m u s t  be redressed. .." The slow pace of t h i s  rehabil- 
i t a t ion  process, one year a f t e r ,  is disturbing, and the fear grows t h a t  
it may never reach wst of the religious persons condemned i n  the past.  



4. We ought t o  g e t  ready t o  respond t o  the needs expressed by Chin..--,? 
Chr is t ians .  While i n  the  p a s t  any r e l i g i o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  was re j ec ted  by the - . 
a u t h o r i t i e s  as "poisonous weed" and any contac t  with ~ e o p l e  (even r e l a t i v e s )  - - - - 
l i v i n g  abroad w a s  forbidden, th ings  have improved a l o t  i n  the  p a s t  two years.  

- I n  theory,  t h e r e  is nothing i n  China today preventing Chr i s t i ans  from 
possessing a Bible o r  a  prayer book o r  a catechism. But t h e  f a c t  is 
t h a t  they have none, and t h e r e  is nowhere f o r  them t o  buy a copy i f  
they wish t o .  Some p r o t e s t a n t  leaders  have mentioned a p r o j e c t  t o  
prepare a revised  Chinese vers ion  o f  the  New Testament; b u t  it w i l l  
take q u i t e  some t i m e  and t h e  shortage of p r i n t i n g  paper may well  prevent 
it from being a la rge  e d i t i o n .  

- It is not  inf requent  now t o  have p r i e s t s  o r  simple Chr i s t i ans  fromchina 
wr i t ing  t o  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i ends  abroad, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Hong Kong o r  
Southeast A s i a ,  and asking q u i t e  openly f o r  r e l i g i o u s  a r t i c l e s  and 
books. We can understand t h a t  they may be so eager t o  rece ive  such 
material  i f  we remember t h a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  everything was destroyed during 
the  dark period of the c u l t u r a l  revolut ion .  - Answering s p e c i f i c  reques ts  appears today q u i t e  l eg i t ima te .  A t  p resent  
t h e r e  i s  i n  f a c t  no knowledge o f  regula t ions  forbidding t h e  import o f  
r e l i g i o u s  books i n t o  China. But a s  s t a t e d  above, no c l e a r  green l i g h t  
has  been given e i t h e r ,  so  t h a t  it of ten  depends on t h r ?  good w i l l  o f  t h e  
l o c a l  cadres,  whether these  publ ica t ions  pass  o r  not.  

- The concrete p o s s i b i l i t y  of introducing items o f  a r e l i g i o u s  nature  t o  
China cannot be taken f o r  granted. There have been cases even recent ly  
o f  small pa rce l s  o f  r e l ig ious  books re j ec ted  by the  customs o f f i c e ;  
t h i s  may well  be due t o  t h e  excesses o f  some p r o t e s t a n t  organizat ions 
c r e a t i n g  a type o f  Bible invasion. - Generally t h e  Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s  are q u i t e  open-minded now, l e t t i n g  i n  
many th ings  t h a t  the  f a i t h f u l  t h e r e  requi re .  For oversea v i s i t o r s  
th ings  seem t o  he even e a s i e r .  I t  might be good t o  t e l l  overseaChr is t -  
i a n  v i s i t o r s  coming through Hong Kong on their way t o  China, par- 
t i c u l a r l y  p r i e s t s  and r e l i g i o u s ,  t h a t  they may g e t  some re levant  infom- 
a t i o n  here  on the  current  regula t ions  regarding the  matter .  

5. We need t o  s tudy se r ious ly  t h e  evolut ion of the  " re l ig ious  pol icy  i n  
t h e  P.R.C. For some years ,  under the so-cal led "gang of four" and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
from 1967 t o  1974. i n  the o f f i c i a l  p ress  t h e r e  was p r a c t i c a l l y  no w n i i o n  of  
r e l ig ion ;  th ings  have s t a r t e d  t o  change i n  t h e  last- two years-. 

- The present  pol icy  o f  the  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  allows more r e l i g i o u s  
freedom, b u t  one should not  imagine t h a t  the fundamental a t t i t u d e  of 
the  Chinese Communist Party towards r e l i g i o n  has a l s o  changed. 

- The new Chinese Const i tu t ion  approved i n  March 1978 has reconfirmed t h e  
r i g h t  of the c i t i z e n  " t o  be l ieve  i n  a  r e l i g i o n  o r  not to bel ieve"  ( a r t .  
46) .  But anything t h a t  amounts t o  evangelizat ion o r  t o  " re l ig ious  pro- 
paganda" i s  s t i l l  l i k e l y  to be considered a breaking of t h e  law, s ince  
the  same a r t i c l e  consecrates only  the " r i g h t  t o  propagate atheism". 

- I t  is a l s o  t o  be remembered t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  pol icy  of the  higher 
a u t h o r i t i e s  is not  always i n t e r p r e t e d  and enforced i n  the same way a t  
lower l e v e l s .  For these  reasons it i s  important t h a t  s s r i o u s  ressarch 
be undertaken by a study team, both on the o f f i c i a l  po l i cy  and on t::? 
way t h i s  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  applied;  the  r e l evan t  documentation should then 
be shared with a l l  people concerned. 

6. I t  i s  a l s o  necessary t o  understand and assess  the s o c i a l  t h i r k i n g  and 
behaviour i n  today 's  China. 
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- The decis ion of the  a u t h o r i t i e s  (1978) to e s t a b l i s h  a Research I n s t i t u t e  
on the  g rea t  World Religions w i t h i n  t h e  Chinese Academy o f  Socia l  
Sciences was a bold one, revers ing the  previous r a d i c a l  s tand.  What- 
ever their aim, this is a challenge f o r  us to make a se r ious  research on 
some important aspects  of t h e  r e a l i t y  of  China a t  the beginning of  t h e  
fourth decade s ince  " l ibera t ion" .  

- In  p a r t i c u l a r  w e  may need t o  study the incidence of  an all-pervading 
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  on the a t t i t u d e  of be l i evers  w i t h  reference t o  some 
fundamntal  i s sues .  Here a r e  some examples. 

- What is  the  understanding of  a Chinese bel iever  today, a s  to the d u t i e s  
he has to h i s  country and t o  the community? In  a socie ty  based on the 
so-called "d ic ta to r sh ip  of  the p r o l e t a r i a t e " ,  how f a r  can a be l i ever  go 
i n  accepting t h e  "revolutionary" s tand t h a t  has been guiding China f o r  
a l l  these  years? O r ,  conversely, how f a r  can a be l i ever  go i n  h i s  o r  
he r  d i s s e n t  t o  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  foundations on which t h e  country is  being 
b u i l t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  o f f i c i a l  philosophy, without 
becoming a d i s l o y a l  c i t i z e n  and without r i s k i n g  becoming marginated? - Chr i s t i ans  i n  China, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  Catholics,  have of ten  been accused 
of lacking i n  s o c i a l  awareness and love f o r  their country. The g r e a t  
d iv i s ion  within the Church developed precise ly  when this d e l i c a t e  i s sm 
was forced on t h e m  and brought t o  i ts  extreme consequences. - Lay Catholics,  a s  well  a s  p r i e s t s  and bishops, t r u e  to t h e i r  conscience, 
were l a b e l l e d  a s  non-patr iot ic  and had to spend years i n  labour camps. 
Many of them could today claim t o  have contributed t o  the progress and 
development of t h e i r  country and to the four rmdernizations m r e  than 
o the rs  who, i n  the name of  an a l leged pa t r io t i sm which bent  with the 
blowing o f  the p o l i t i c a l  wind, l e t  themselves be pushed i n t o  contra- 
d ic to ry  posi t ions . .  . 

- Another i s s u e  i n  need of  a se r ious  research and r e f l e c t i o n  is  t h e  aununt 
of  independence t h a t  a l o c a l  Church can pos tu la te  while claiming t o  be 
p a r t  of  t h e  one Cathol ic  community.  his should be concretely s tudied 
i n  t h e  context  of a t o t a l i t a r i a n  soc ie ty ,  which seems unable t o  t o l e r a t e  
any s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  s t r u c t u r a l l y  l inked w i t h  what may appear as an 
e x t e r i o r  power-centre . 

- I n  o the r  words: it is obvious t h a t  the re  could be no t r u e  Catholic 
Church i f  the re  was no w i l l  to maintain c e r t a i n  h ie ra rch ica l  bonds w i t h  
the Church o f  Rome, recognized by 20 cen tu r ies  of h i s to ry  a s  the v i s i b l e  
cen t re  of uni ty .  We know a l s o  the  reluctance of  any communist regime t o  
allow the s o r t  o f  open supernational  r e l a t i o n s  which a r e  normally 
expected i n  the  Church. I n  view of t h i s ,  what would be the  minimum 
amount of h ie ra rch ica l  communion deemed necessary t o  assure  a v iable  
Church l i f e ,  and how f a r  would t h e  present  regime i n  Peking be prepared 
t o  l e t  the Chinese Catholic Church go i n  its shar ing w i t h  t he  universal  
Church? Of course, the re  a r e  a l s o  diplomatic and o the r  p o l i t i c a l  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n s  bearing on t h i s  i s s u e ,  but  the  fundamental quest ion has t o  
be c l a r i f i e d  f i r s t .  

- The present  condit ion of the Church i n  China poses another se r ious  
problem. Row long can a dec le r i ca l i zed  and non-structured Church conti-  
nue t o  e x i s t  a s  a community, without loos ing i ts  i d e n t i t y ?  The Chinese 
Catholics,  f o r  so  many years  deprived of bishops'  guidance and p r i e s t s '  
s e rv ice ,  had t o  stand on their f e e t ,  l ea rn  to take t h e i r  decisions by 
themselves and t o  pray only i n  the  s e c r e t  of  their hear ts .  - Today. i n  the  main c i t i e s ,  a few churches a r e  being reopened. These 
apparently w i l l  be the only Church s t r u c t u r e s  avai lable  i n  China f o r  
q u i t e  some t i m e ,  and they a r e  assigned t o  c le rgy  which t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
consider " p a t r i o t i c "  enough. Most f a i t h f u l  seem determined to keep away 
from them, refusing any r e l a t i o n  with them, to the point  of  abs ta in ing 
from the sacraments. 
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- How long can t h i s  s i tua t ion  l a s t ?  How w i l l  the Chinese Catholic com- 
munities end up? We cannot forget t ha t  while most survivors of the 
o ld  generation passed through so many t r i a l s  with t h e i r  fa i th  
unscathed, the new generation of Christians lacks generally the leader- 
ship and formation the o ld  one had. - Episcopalian bishop K.  H. Ting, speaking from the protestant experience, 
suggested t h a t  we are  heading towards a double type of Church i n  China: 
one tha t  carr ies  on with informal, occasional "family meetings" and 
the other t h a t  treasures a more formal even i f  controlled s t ructure  i n  
the newly opened buildings. What could t h a t  mean for  the Catholic 
Church? 

- These and other problems do require a thorough study with in te r -  
disciplinary approach. We believe t h i s  wst important. A s c i e n t i f i c  
and open approach might provide perhaps also the opportunity for some 
so r t  of serious dialogue with the academic c i r c l e s  of Peking, thus 
opening hopefully an avenue for some relevant considerations t o  reach 
also the persons responsible for  the "religious policy" i n  the country. 

7. How can we help re-establish unity and confidence within the Chinese 
Church? This i s  surely a most urgent and del icate  issue.  

- The authori t ies ,  i n  t he i r  present e f f o r t  t o  bring back some measure of  
re l igious freedom, are trying t o  reorganize the Catholic Pa t r io t ic  
Association. Established with great d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  1957, it was prac- 
t i c a l l y  disbanded during the cul tural  revolution. - A s  it happened, a lso the so-called "patr iot ic"  p r i e s t s ,  re l igious and 
lay  leaders,  who had accepted the guidance of the p o l i t i c a l  authori t ies  
i n  the running of the Church a f f a i r s ,  suffered severe persecution a t  
the hand of the red guards. S t i l l ,  the e f fo r t s  of the newly reconsti- 
tuted Bureau of Religious Affairs t o  s e t  up again the Association i s  
proving a rather d i f f i c u l t  task,  for  lack of support and confidence 
from the Catholics a t  large.  - M3st of the oversea Catholic y i s i to rs  t o  China are coming back with a 
strong impression tha t  the g d a t  majority of the Catholics there,  
although loyal t o  t h e i r  country, did not accept the heavy handed politi- 
ca l  interference i n  the Church l i f e .  A s  a consequence, they were 
t reated i n  most cases as "non-people", loosing t h e i r  basic c i v i l  r ights  
with a l l  the consequences of such a condition i n  a s t ructure  where the 
"dictatorship of  the pro le ta r ia t"  is applied. - The deep s p l i t ,  which has plagued the Church for  many years now, seems 
very d i f f i c u l t  t o  bridge. Some think tha t  it may be almost impossible 
to remnci le  the th in ,  o f f i c i a l l y  backed, vis ible  structure of  the 
Church and the r e s t  of the s i l en t  and suffering Church. S t i l l ,  t h i s  
is cer ta in ly  going t o  be a decisive factor  for  the survival of  the 
Church i n  the new r e a l i t y  of the P.R.C. - With the feeling t h a t  we rea l ly  cannot help much towards the solution 
of t h i s  sad s i tua t ion ,  we should a t  l e a s t  multiply our prayers and be 
open t o  extend our sincere charity to everybody, including those of the 
o f f i c i a l  s t ructure  who show signs of understanding the demands of Cath- 
o l i c  unity and the need for  a gesture of reconciliation. - One other important contribution would be t o  of fe r  t o  both s ides  of the 
s p l i t  Conrmunity the instruments they need to grasp the riches of  the 
renewal brought about i n  Catholic l i f e  by the Vatican Council I1 and 
which is slowly absorbed i n t o  the conscience of the Church i n  general. - The l i t u rg i ca l  and s t ruc tura l  aspects a re  only part of t h i s  f a r  reach- 
ing renewal. Perhaps, the Council Document, "The const i tut ion on the 
Church i n  Modern World" and other recent Church documents might help 
our Chinese brothers t o  ask t h e s e l v e s  with greater  confidence: how 
can we as  believers and as Christians be t te r  serve ~ o d  through our love 
for others ,  t ha t  is through our service to the needs of  our fellow 
muntryuen, i n  the concrete s i tuat ions i n  which w e  find ourselves? 



8. Christians i n  China are lacking the basic instruments fo r  t h e i r  own 
renewal and for the development of the i r  communities. 

- A s  long a s  Christians i n  China are  not i n  a posit ion t o  provide for 
the i r  own needs, it appears to be a c lear  duty of  the i r  brothers abroad 
t o  help them, putting a t  t he i r  disposal the l i t u rg ica l  and pastoral 
instruments they may require. - Mention has already been made Of the reqllests m r e  often received, for  
religious a r t i c l e s  and books. With regard t o  religious l i t e ra tu re ,  i t  
would be an er ror  to think t h a t  anything would do. And on this account 
we m u s t  confess tha t  no serious, coordinated e f f o r t  was made up t o  now 
to answer the specif ic  needs of our Christian brethren i n  China. 

- A few pract ical  steps could be mentioned, which require urgent attention 
i n  t h i s  matter. The eas ies t  thing to s t a r t  with would be t o  compile a 
list, taking it from among the publications already available inChinese 
(published i n  Bong Kong o r  elsewhere by (JTS, Kwang Chi ,  Bua MLng, Vox 
Amica, Studium Bibl icm e tc . )  , of books part icular ly sui table  for the 
older  generation of Catholics i n  mainland China. - The younger generation of Catholics, who have generally grown up i n  
great ignorance about the doctrine and under an assidwus ant i rel igious 
propaganda, would need special  editions i n  simplified characters. 
Perhaps some basic books (as prayers o r  Bible readings) could be made 
available by simply u t i l iz ing  some exis t ing  editions.  But a serious 
e f fo r t  ought to be made t o  have a team of persons work on some new 
books specially designed t o  strengthen the f a i th  of these young Cath- 
o l i c s  and help them see the i r  place and responsibil i ty i n  the social  
r ea l i ty  i n  which they l iw .  - Even this minimum progr- requires a combined e f f o r t  of different  
religious congregations. An e c m n i c a l  approach, extended to other 
Christian groups who have the sane concern, would make it possible to 
start working on a c o m n  edi t ion of the Bible i n  simplified characters. - Christians are often dispersed without any poss ib i l i ty  of being helped 
i n  the i r  need for up-dating and renewal; diocesan uni ts  a re  s t i l l  
paralyzed and u t te r ly  understaffedi a t  the national level ,  there is as  
yet no s t ructure able to provide any pastoral instruments; even the 
Pa t r io t ic  Association's central  uni t  i s  jus t  trying to fee l  its way, 
with hardly any contact w i t h  the local Churches. 

- In t h i s  s i tuat ion,  radio religious programmes from abroad can provide 
a badly needed help both for  confirming the fa i thfu l  and f o r  evangeli- 
zation. A s  a matter of fac t ,  there seems t o  be no regulation, a t  
present, forbidding the people i n  China to  tune i n  to such broadcasts. 
But the producers must proceed with a great sense of respect and 
humility, t rying t o  understand the real  needs of the people they intend 
t o  speak to .  - For t h i s ,  they may have t o  get together m r e  frequently t o  exchanqe 
information and experiences gained through the l i s teners  reaction, i n  
order t o  improve continually the substance and the form of the i r  pro- 
gr-s. And the religious congregations should not hesi ta te  t o  make 
the suitable personnel available for  this highly qualified task. 

9. An e f f o r t  should be done to help our Catholic comunities abroad to 
real ize the i r  responsibil i ty.  'Ihis refers  first of a l l  t o  the oversea Chinese 
comunit ies ,  but touches also the r e s t  of the Catholic family i n  the free world. 

- One gets the impression tha t  only some of the many oversea Catholics, 
going back t o  China t o  visit r e l a t ives  and friends o r  on business, f e e l  
the duty o r  see the opportunity t o  witness the i r  f a i t h  and the Christ- 
ian way of l i f e ,  thus bringing some s o r t  of encouragement to t h e i r  



fellow Christians there.  Too often people seem wncerned only about 
the m t e r i a l  welfare of the re la t ives  they v i s i t ,  nraking great  sacr i -  
f ices  sometimes to take with them a f u l l  load of food, clothing, 
radios, fans television se t s ,  e t c .  - Our Christians and par t icular ly  the members of our Catholic organi- 
zations, should be aware of the danger of giving the wrong impression 
tha t  our opulent society i n  the so-called free world holds the secre t  
t o  assure happiness and meaning to l i f e .  This consideration is par t i -  
cularly important with regard t o  the many Chinese youth, even of Cath- 
o l i c  families who disil lusioned with many shallow ideals offered t o  
them i n  the past ,  are  eas i ly  tempted to dream of a paradise outside 
t h e i r  country.. 

- Christian foreign v i s i to r s  a l so  have t h e i r  share of  responsibil i ty.  
They need to be helped understand m r r e c t l y  the e ~ l u t i o n  of  Chinese 
society. For instance, today's China is believed to be eager t o  
squeeze a s  much wney as  possible out  of the tou r i s t s  mming from the 
c a p i t a l i s t  world. This i s  par t ly  understandable, i n  view o f  the 
gigantic e f f o r t  to finance the four modernizations projects;  and the 
spending frenzy of  many Westerners v i s i t ing  China may seem t o  j l lst ify 
the i r  a t t i tude .  But the r e s t r a in t  of a Christian who treasures W r a l  
values above material things may be eas i ly  understood and appreciated 
by mst people. - Also, a friendly and sincere a t t i tude  should not prevent foreign 
v i s i to r s  from asking pertinent questions whenever the opportunities 
a r i s e ,  about the real  condition of  believers and m r e  specif ical ly  
about the Catholics: but they need t o  be well informed, i f  they do 
not wish t o  be silenced with generic and non-committal answers. 

- Is there something e l se  the rel igious wngregations could do to help 
the Christians i n  China? While any evangelization attempt by foreign 
missionaries is t o  be ruled out ,  Chinese members of  religious congre- 
gations can render a precious service t o  the local  communities by 
sinply spending some t i m e  i n  t h e i r  native vi l lages ,  when v is i t ing  t h e i r  
re la t ives .  But oversea Chinese a r e  today welmme a lso  t o  o f f e r  some 
contribution t o  the modernization programmes of Mainland. - Among the Chinese members of the religious wngregations there are 
highly qual i f ied persons i n  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  technological f i e lds ,  as  well 
as  teachers, nurses and medical s t a f f .  This fac t  should make the r e l i -  
gious congregations think seriously about the poss ib i l i ty  of  making 
some of t h i s  personnel available t o  China. This m y  be only as indi- 
viduals, not a s  a community, and without being able to engage i n  any 
f u l l  t i m e  religious ac t iv i t i e s .  So it would require persons who, i n  
the strength of  t he i r  f a i t h  and l o w ,  vulunteer t o  o f f e r  the i r  services 
with these l imitations.  I t  may happen t h a t  such assignment be seen as 
a dead loss  t o  the general programmes of the congregation; but would it 
rea l ly  be a loss? 

A programme aiming a t  the needs of the small Catholic community i n  China, 
o r  be t t e r  a t  the single Catholics t ha t  can be reached i n  some way, is cer ta inly 
not a simple and easy one. But t h i s  i s  not perhaps the greatest  challenge 
confronting us today a s  followers of Christ .  There remains the formidable task 
of an evangelization programme for  the millions of Chinese who never heard of  
the Gospel. B u t  t h i s  would require a much deeper study and a def in i te ly  
ecumenical approach. 



RELIGION IN CONTEMPORARY CHINESE POLITICS .................................................. 
By Leo F. Goodstadt 

Since 1976, China's c i t izens have enjoyed f a r  greater personal freedom 
than a t  any time since 1966. The amount of open debate about po l i t i ca l  ideals  
and the qual i ty  of l i f e  has grown steadily.  The volume of information about 
the nation and i t s  problems has expanded sharply. The authori t ies  have pro- 
claimed the i r  respect for  individual c i v i l  l i be r t i e s  very extensively. In 
this m r e  l i be ra l  atmosphere, the f a t e  of religious bel ief  and l i be r ty  of 
worship i s  an important topic. A crucial  t e s t  of personal freedom in  any 
society is the degree to which the ci t izen is allowed t o  follow withoutpenalty 
his own conscience even when his be l ie fs  do not r e f l ec t  the ruling ideology. 

For the Chinese Communist Party, the question of bel ief  ought to cause 
no great problems. Chairman Ma0 Zedong l a id  down very clear  principles on 
tolerat ion for  religious opinions. He stated: "We cannot abolish religion by 
administrative order o r  force people not t o  believe i n  it." He described 
"pa t r io t ic  people i n  religious circles"  i n  these terms: "They are the i s t s  and 
we are a the is t s .  We cannot force them t o  accept the Marxist world outlook ." 
(Selected Works, vol. V, pp. 389, 424.) The Chinese Constitution of 1978 
guarantees under a r t i c l e  46 freedom of religious bel ief  t o  r e f l ec t  the contin- 
ued adherence of Peking t o  Mao's doctrine on the matter. 

Diff icul t ies  a r i s e  over the way i n  which private religious be l ie f  is to 
be expressed i n  practice.  The amount of freedom of public prayer, worship and 
religious instruct ion which Peking fee ls  it can permit i s  very limited. This 
res t r ic t ion  i s  clear  even i n  statements which promise a new deal to Christian 
ci t izens.  For example, Xiao Xienfa, Director of the Bureau of Religious 
Affairs of  the S ta te  Council, explained i n  June t h i s  year: "Freedom of r e l i -  
gious be l ie f  is a longterm and fundamental policy of the Communist Party and 
the s ta te ."  He admitted tha t  t h i s  policy "was seriously sabotaged- i n  the 
past. After 1976, he continued, "we have done some work to implement the free- 
dom of religious belief".  Xiao is reported o f f i c i a l l y  a s  showing how religious 
tolerat ion had improved by quoting "the opening and renovation of some temples 
and the rehabi l i ta t ion of religious believers who were victims of framed up 
cases fabricated by Lin Biao and the gang of four". (-q 29 
June 1979.) 

Frank admission t h a t ,  i n  the decade a f t e r  1966, religious l i be r ty  was 
dras t ica l ly  cur ta i led is a hopeful sign. B u t t h e  evidence Xiao Xienfa brought 
forward t o  prove circumstances had improved is depressing. Temples are  reopened 
as  part  of the general campaign t o  restore cu l tura l  r e l i c s ,  preserve scenic 
spots and encourage tourism. Off ic ia l  accounts of the restorat ion of  famous 
shrines r e fe r  t o  small numbers of mainly old pilgrims. The reports suggest 
very strongly t h a t  the religious aspect of ancient temples has become a very 
minor consideration. (xinhua wws Agency on munt  omei is a good instance. 
4 November 1978.) The great exception is Tibet where Buddhism remains a power- 
f u l  force. The Chinese authori t ies  i n  1979 have sought t o  win the support of 
the Tibetan population and thus granted concessions t o  i ts  religious practices. 
In par t ,  t h i s  freedom has reflected the general policy of winning over t o  
Peking a l l  groups attacked by the extremists a f t e r  1966 i n  the Cultural Revol- 
ution. But another factor i s  the diplomatic importance of Tibet. The region 
i s  of great  concern to India and the Soviet Union w i t h  both of whom China has 
border disputes. Tibet ' s  m l a i  Lam has vis i ted the Mongolian Republic i n  1979 
to Peking's dismay and a f t e r  a long campaign t o  persuade him t o  avoid thesovie t  
Union's Wngolian s a t e l l i t e  and t o  make even a short  t r i p  t o  China. (Xinhua 
New Agency 8 & 27 December 1978, 21 February 1979.) 



In te rna t iona l  problems have been the  main pressure on Peking when it 
mmes t o  r e l ig ious  a f f a i r s .  An obvious example i s  the reopening of a handful 
o f  p laces  of Chr i s t i an  worship. Without such f a c i l i t i e s  some dist inguished 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  would have found a journey t o  China p o l i t i c a l l y  embarrassing. 
Spain ' s  King Juan Carlos might have offended a majori ty of h i s  fe l lowcountq-  
men i f  China had no High Mass f o r  him t o  a t t end .  (Xinhua News Agency 18 June 
1978.) 

But the c lose  connection between r e l i g i o n  and foreign a f f a i r s  i n  Peking's 
eyes is  brought out  most s t rongly  i n  i ts  mmments on t h e  Papacy i n  t h e  l a s t  
two years. Peking reported f a c t u a l l y  the deaths of  t h e  l a s t  two Pon t i f f s  and 
the  e l e c t i o n s  of t h e i r  successors.  Pope John Paul I1 inev i t ab ly  insp i red  
Peking's o f f i c i a l  news media t o  extensive commentary through h i s  June t r i p  t o  
Poland. The o f f i c i a l  Chinese account was r e l a t i v e l y  objec t ive .  The power o f  
r e l i g i o n  i n  Poland was noted. "A rapturous welcome from h i s  Polish followers" 
was s t r e s s e d .  The con t ras t  between Catholic  and Communist Pa r ty  views on l i f e  
was recorded. The o p p s i t i o n  o f  Pope John Paul I1 +a "Soviet con t ro l  over 
Poland" was i l l u s t r a t e d .  Peking and the Vatican a r e  on t h e  same s i d e  when it 
co-s t o  Eastern Europe. Both view Moscow's presence beyond i ts  na t iona l  
f r o n t i e r s  a s  se r ious  oppression of  t h e  peoples of Eastern Europe. (Xinhua 
News Agency 12 June 1979.) 

Diplomatic cons idera t ions  a f f e c t  i n t e r n a l  po l i cy  wi th  equal  force when 
h o s t i l i t y  towards t h e  Sov ie t  Union a r i s e s .  ?eking shows s p e c i a l  to lerance  o f  
r e l ig ious  p r a c t i c e s  i n  a r e a s  where the re  is a danger o f  Soviet  subversion. 
Such regions l i e  along t h e  Sino-Soviet f r o n t i e r  and a r e  inhabi ted  o f t en  by 
e t h n i c  minor i t ies  who c l i n g  t o  r e l ig ious  t r a d i t i o n s .  I n  t h e  case of t h e  
Mslems, t o l e r a t i o n  is  r e l a t i v e l y  extens ive ,  nota!!ly i n  Ninghsia Hui Autonornus 
Region. The explanation is p a r t l y  t h a t  t h i s  t o l e r a t i o n  seems t o  imply no m r e  
than respect  fo r  t h e  s o c i a l  customs and d i e t a r y  p r a c t i c e s  of  a na t iona l  minor- 
i t y .  (Xinhua News Agency 16 & 19 October 1978.) A second f a c t o r  i s  a l m s t  
c e r t a i n l y  Sino-Soviet r i v a l r y  f o r  influence among t h e  mslem nations o f  Asia 
and t h e  Middle Eas t .  

o t h e r  minori ty n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a r e  not t r e a t e d  q u i t e  s o  generously, even 
i n  Tibet .  The general impression made by repor t s  o f  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  
t o  r e l i g i o n  is t h a t  over t  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  form o f  worship a r e  
regarded with g r e a t  suspicion.  Thus, s t r e s s  has been l a i d  on the  need t o  pre- 
vent "counter-revolutionary a c t i v i t i e s  vnrl.er '::iz ?!nsl: ~f r e l in ion"  even when 
c a l l i n g  f o r  respect  f o r  r e l ig ious  b e l i e f s .  (T ibe t  Radio Service 4 Deceuber 
1977; Hebei Radio Service 5 December 1977; Qinqhai Radio Service 28 Noveuber 
1977.) 

I n  d a i l y  l i f e  i n  China, the  Government's concern has switched from t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  mnvic t ions  of the  individual  to open p r a c t i c e s  of a r e l ig ious  
nature.  During 1978, a t t e n t i o n  was focussed on r e l i g i o n  and death.  For 
unexplained reasons, even s e n i o r  Communist Party o f f i c i a l s  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  
t o  r e f r a i n  from honouring t h e  dead with t r a d i t i o n a l  r i t u a l s ,  including t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  Taois t  clergy.  A number o f  places published accounts of  
scandalously e l abora te  and pious funera ls  f o r  parents  and spouses. (e 
Daily 12 Apri l  1978; Hebei Radio Service 20 April  1978; Shandonq Radio Ser- 
v ice  23 April  & 16 September 1978.) Some elements of  popular r e l i g i o n  a l s o  
c r e p t  back i n t o  marriages b u t  less widely. (Xinhua News Agency 29 December 
1978.) One province has lamented t h i s  year t h a t  nursery s t a f f  and parents  
keep a l i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  among chi ldren ,  which shows the  importance of 
o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  a peasant  soc ie ty .  (Anhui Radio Service 10 May 1979.) 

I n  1979, a concerted d r ive  has been made t o  e rad ica te  t r a c e s  of popular 
r e l ig ion .  The main t a r g e t s  have been s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  p z r t i c u l a r l y  those mn- 
nected with fortune t e l l i n g .  Reading palms and faces and use of t h e  I-ching 
have been b i t t e r l y  a t tacked.  (Hunan Daily 22 March 1979; Qinghai Radio 
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Service 11 April  1979.) I n  one province, t h e  current  campaign has  been jus- 
t i f i e d  i n  the  following language: "Feudal s u p e r s t i t i o n  is  a r a t h e r  stubborn, 
e v i l  and backward p rac t i ce .  A n  arduous and important task  on the  ideologica l  
f r o n t  is t o  destroy feudal supers t i t ion ."  (Xinhua Daily 23 m r c h  1979.) TO 
some ex ten t  the 1979 an t i - supers t i t ion  d r ive  w a s  i n sp i red  by a tragedy i n  
September 1978. Allegedly, two women undertook t o  cast o u t  demons. I n  s o  
doing, two chi ldren  were f i r s t  beaten and then burned to death.  (J iangsu 
Radio Service 23 March 1979.) 

An add i t iona l  s igni f icance  o f  t h e  an t i - supers t i t ion  d r i v e  i s  the  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  which the  Government drew between r e l i g i o n  and s u p e r s t i t i o n .  Peking 
r e s i s t e d  t h e  temptation t o  denounce a l l  forms o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  a s  equally 
e v i l .  Feudal s u p e r s t i t i o n  was defined a s  " a l l  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  absurd and pre- 
posterous b e l i e f s  i n  which nobody with t h e  s l i g h t e s t  c u l t u r a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  
knowledge would believe." Religions are "supers t i t ions"  Peking explained, 
b u t  " re l ig ions  refer m i n l y  t o  such world r e l i g i o n s  a s  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  Islam 
and Buddhism". (People 's  Dai ly  15 March 1979 .) Once m r e ,  awareness o f  t h e  
l i n k s  between r e l i g i o n  and the ou t s ide  world has persuaded Peking t o  a d j u s t  
i ts  a t t i t u d e  t o  r e l ig ion .  

Foreign r e l a t i o n s  a r e  not  the  whole o f  the  s t o r y ,  nevertheless.  I n  t h i s  
context ,  it is  i n t e r e s t i n g  how much space was given a t  the  1978 Atheism Sym- 
posium of t h e  World Religions Research I n s t i t u t e  t o  Chinese philosophy. 
(Guangming Daily 6 January 1979.) Religion and theology have a d i r e c t  rel- 
evance today to the  development o f  Chinese Communist Party ideology. 

For the Chinese Government, the  legacy o f  Ma0 Zedong has become a major 
c r i s i s .  Some elements i n  t h e  leadership  wish t o  t r e a t  Ma0 Zedong Thought 
l i k e  Divine Scr ip tu re .  Orthodox Communist Par ty  members condemn t h i s  view. 
The Maoist ext remis ts  have been condemned because "they used borrowed reli- 
gious rites t o  force people t o  t reat  t h e i r  l eader s  the  way r e l i g i o u s b e l i e v e r s  
adore god." (Guangming Da i ly  11 March 1979 .) Worse still, "they t r i e d  t o  
mnopol ise  Mao Zedong Thought l i k e  mediaeval popes monopolised t h e  Bible,  
doing t h e i r  utmost to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  absolute au thor i ty  o f  Ma0 Zedong Thought" 
(People 's  Daily 26 December 1978.) The Maoist extremists perpetuated a 
Chinese t r a d i t i o n :  " P o l i t i c a l  power i n  China was of ten  given a theologica l  
connotation ." (Red Flag 3/ 1979, GUO Luoji . )  

The i rony o f  the  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  references t o  Cathol ic  h i s to ry  i n  t h e  
cu r ren t  Chinese p o l i t i c a l  debate ensure a new s t e t u s  and inportance f o r  Cath- 
o l i c  doct r ines .  The Catholic  Church i s  no t  j u s t  a r e l i c  o f  the p a s t  o r  an 
ob jec t  o f  purely c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t .  The Church has a d i r e c t  relevance, i n  
the  opinion of t h e  Communist Par ty  theore t i c i ans ,  t o  a f u l l  understanding o f  
the  way i n  which Marxism was perverted a f t e r  1966 i n  Peking. The r o l e  given 
t o  the Cathol ic  Church by the  Communist Party is  no t  an honourable one. But 
a t  l e a s t  t h e  Church is not  being ignored. It is still one o f  the forces  
which the  Communist Party be l i eves  must be overcome t o  e s t a b l i s h  the Marxist 
utopia. Unhappily, the  Cathol ic  Church relmins t h e  symbol of thepersecu t ion  
of Gal i leo  and o f  the  excesses  o f  t h e  Inqu i s i t ion ,  which a r e  frequently 
r e c a l l e d  by t h e  o f f i c i a l  press .  For the  p resen t ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  awareness of 
the  Catholic  Church by t h e  Communist Pa r ty  is kept  a t  t h i s  unfavourable l e v e l .  
Perhaps the re  is some room f o r  hope t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  may improve s ince  most 
o f  t h e  Communist Par ty  objec t ions  t o  the  Church appear to have been overcome. 
The P a r t y  now claims t o  "have c u t  o f f  t h e  churchesg t i e s  with imperialism. 
c a r r i e d  o u t  democratic reforms o f  r e l i g i o u s  procedures and abolished feudal  
pr iv i leges ."  (Xinhua N e w s  Agency 18 February 1979. ) 

A poss ib le  s ign  o f  an e a s i e r  regime f o r  Cathol ics  could be the rehabi l -  
i t a t i o n  o f  leaders  o f  the  National Church and t h e i r  appointment t o  pub l i c  
o f f i c e s .  Large numbers o f  the  members o f  t h i s  p i t i a b l e  body f e l l  vict im t o  
ideologica l  ext remis ts  i n  the  Cu l tu ra l  Revolution. The f a l s e  charges aga ins t  



t h e m  have been dropped, and they have been res tored  t o  t h e i r  former pos i t ions ,  
treatment enjoyed by large  numbers of  those purged i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution. 
(Xinhua News Agency 5 June 1979; Shanghai ~ a d i o  Service i l  January 1979.) But 
these r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s  have been caused by f a c t o r s  o t h e r  than respect  f o r  free- 
dom of r e l ig ion .  The f i r s t  is the desire to d i s c r e d i t  t o t a l l y  t h e  Maoist 
ext remis ts  and the  opponents of zhou Enla i  and Deng Xiaoping. (Shanghai Radio 
Service 21 March 1979.) The second f a c t o r  is  the  desire to restore the  rep- 
u ta t ion  of t h e  Communist Party o f f i c i a l s  redpdnsible f o r  propaganda and united 
f ron t  a c t i v i t i d s  including work amng  r e l i g i o k  circles. (Xinhua News Agency 
18 March 1979.) The post-Mao era i 9  no t  f i l l e d  wilr reverence f o r  r e l i g i o n .  

The grosp0ctis f o r  the  freedom of  r e l i g i o u s  be l i eve r s  i n  contemporary 
China seem clehr  enough. The publ ic  p r a c t i c e  of r e l i g i o n  w i l l  be t o l e r a t e d  
under very r e s t r i c t e d  circumstances. Popular r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  are par- 
t i c u l a r l y  suspect .  Pr iva te  b e l i e f s  are  t o l e r a t e d  as a matter of  l a w  and 
p rac t i ce ,  more s o  than f o r  many years .  However, the re  are no s i g n s  t h a t  o v e r t  
expressions of such b e l i e f s  are any more acceptable than i n  the pas t .  What 
publ ic  worship is permitted can be explained w r y  l a r g e l y  i n  terms of  concern 
to influence opinion overseas o r  t o  compete with t h e  Sovie t  Union. The s t a t u s  
of  the  Cathol ic  Church has been enhanced by t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a Pol ish  Pont i f f  
who has made a very successful  foray back to h i s  motherland. As long a s  
Peking maintains i ts  concern t o  contain the Sovie t  Union's t h r u s t  beyond i ts  
own f r o n t i e r s ,  China and t h e  Vatican have c e r t a i n  shared diplomatic i n t e r e s t s .  
The Catholic  Church a l s o  b e n e f i t s  from t h e  rev iva l  o f  academic i n t e r e s t  i n  its 
h i s t o r y  because of  i ts  relevance to p o l i t i c a l  heresy i n  China. For the  r e s t ,  
the  Cathol ic  Church and i ts  Chinese members a r e  t o  the Government no more than 
pawns i n  the o v e r a l l  ca lcu la t ions  by the  Communist Party o f  na t iona l  i n t e r e s t s  

(Leo Goodstadt i s  a lecturer of Political Philosophy a t  Holy S p i r i t  Seminary, 
Hong Kong He was formerly on t h e  S t a f f  of  The Far Eastern Economic S t a f f ) .  

Reference: The Theology Annual of the  Holy S p i r i t  Seminary, Hong Kong, No.3. 
1979, pp. 120-128. 

Now ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  Sedos Documentation Centre: La Cina Contemporanea ed i t ed  
by Giorgio H e l i S  and France0 DeMarchi. Th i s  is a one volume reference work on 
China (1260 pages) .  Sedos Documentation No. 6/739. 

Recently received: Church and China: Towards Remnci l i a t ion?  by Joseph Spae 
published by t h e  Chicago I n s t i t u t e  o f  Theology and C u l t u r e ,  1980. The work 
includes an account of  Bishop T ing ' s  v i s i t  t o  America and Bishop Moser's v i s i t  
t o  t h e  People 's  Republic of China among o the r  top ics .  

Course: CHINA 1980 t o  be held a t  t h e  High Leigh Conference Centre,  Hoddesdon, 
Herts, 15th t o  18th May. This  is organized by t h e  China Study Pro jec t ,  an 
ecumenical p r o j e c t  sponsored by t h e  major churches and missionary s o c i e t i e s  i n  
B r i t a i n .  For f u r t h e r  information write to China Study Pro jec t ,  6 Ashley 
Gardens, Rusthal l ,  Tunbridge Wells, Kent. TN4 @IT. 



"PARI S-PEKIN", REVUE DES ECHANGES FRANCO-CHINO IS .......................................................... 
Nn 1 sept-oct .  1979. B.P. 82. 75662 P a r i s  Cedex 14 

(Abt. France un an: 120 F, i t r a n g e r  150 F). 

p a r  LBon T r i v i e r e  

Dir ig ie  p a r  un sinologue e t  ouverte aw. enseignants ,  chercheurs, 6tu- 
d i a n t s ,  t 4 m i n s  a u s s i ,  c e t t e  rewe se veut  ind6pendante des  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
p o l i t i q m s  e t  u n i v e r s i t a i r e s ,  en &me temps qu'un moyen propre d'gchanges ou  
d ' i n f o m a t i o n s  s u r  l a  Chine, dont l e  s o r t  continuera d marquer le  nbt re ,  qu'on 
le v e u i l l e  ou  non. 

Voici un document c a p i t a l  du Comit6 c e n t r a l ,  qu i  f a i t  l e  proces du BBria 
ch ino i s ,  Kang Sheng, redoutable chef des se rv ices  s e c r e t s  pendant prPs de 
40 ans ,  mrt en  1975, d i s g r a c i e  d t i t re  posthume. Un a u t r e  document in te res -  
s a n t  du p a r t i  raconte 1'8chec du coup d ' 8 t a t  avor te  p a r  Mme Ma0 en 1976, 
Bcla i re  l e s  m e u r s  dans les milieux a r t i s t i q u e s  e t  l i t t e r a i r e s ,  f i x e  les 
l i m i t e s  a ne pas dBpasser dans l a  campagne de c r i t i q u e .  Un a r t i c l e  m n t r e  l e  
d€c l in  c r o i s s a n t  de Wang Dongxing, ex-garde du corps de Ma0 Zedong,responsable 
de l a  repress ion  sanglante du muvement populaire du 5 a v r i l  1976. 

Condamne a l a  reforme par  le t r a v a i l  pendant 21 ans ,  Ding Ling, roman- 
c i e r e ,  P r i x  S t a l i n e ,  rBhabi l i t6e  en 1979, nous o f f r e  i c i  une nouvelle 
"L'HBpital", que prdcede un a r t i c l e  "Je pense a Beiping", du grand romancier 
de Pekin, Lao She, qu i  s 'est s u i c i d e  pendant l a  Revolution c u l t u r e l l e .  Anima- 
t e u r  du Mouvement democratique, Xu Tenl i  rcvele  dans une interview comment 
n a f t ,  s e  finance, se developpe, se fabrique,  s e  vend l a  "Tribune du 5 a v r i l " ,  
dont  11 e s t  l e  redacteur en chef,  un des journaux p a r a l l e l e s ,  "n i  a u t o r i s e s  n i  
i n t e r d i t s " .  Dans "Printemps de Pekin", a u t r e  journal  p a r a l l e l e ,  e s t  parue une 
i n t e r e s s a n t e  nouvelle de p o l i t i q u e  f i c t i o n  "TragBdie 20001', decr ivant  l e  
r e tour  des  "gauchistes" en l ' a n  2000, l e s  bouleversements q u ' i l s  provoquent, 
1'Bpuration des " d r o i t i s t e s "  d 'aujourd 'hui ,  l e s  su ic ides  par  l e  f eu  des c o n t e s  
t a t a i r e s  devant l e  M u r  de l a  M m c r a t i e ,  Xidan, l e s  condamnations come  
"contre-r€volutionnaire" d 'au teurs  de "dazibao" de  1980. 

Un s i n o l o ~ u e  e t  Bconomiste montire par  des refdrences a u  "Qmtidien  du 
Peuple" les causes e t  myens  du redressement Bconomique de l a  Chine. P i e r r e  
Cardin donne i c i  s e s  "Impressions de Chine" e t  son p r o j e t  de coop6ration 
franco-chinoise. Suivent un e s s a i  s u r  "Les JBsui tes  en Chine", des chroniques 
sur l a  v ie  d Nanjing, 1'Bvolution du cin&ma, l e  r e tour  des  operas h i s to r iques ,  
l a  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  du quotidien,  du romantisrne, du comique, l e s  p r i n c i p l e s  
sources d'information concernant l a  Chine, l e s  a r t i c l e s  importants p r u s  dans 
l a  presse d ce s u j e t ,  les l i v r e s  nouveaux touchant l a  RBpublique popula i re ,  
l e s  €missions radio ,  les conf6rences. l e s  concerts  s e  rapportant  au  mnde 
chinois .  

Par s e s  documents, s e s  biographies,  s e s  Btudes, ses e s s a i s ,  s e s  a r t i c l e s ,  
s e s  chroniqms,  "Paris-PBkin" est assur6ment une revue indispensable d qui- 
conque veut  progresser  dans une approche sBrieuse de l a  Chine. 

Reference: EMOS DE LA RUE DU BAC, No. 135, DBcembre 1979. 



SEDOS AFRICAN MEETINGS 

These meetings, f i v e  i n  a l l ,  were held t o  d iscuss  two matters of  some 
urgency. The f i r s t  was the recruitment of African men and women i n t o  i n t e r -  
national/missionary congregations. While severa l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f e l t  concern 
f o r  t h e  bui ld ing up of the  loca l  church through the  promotion of vocations 
t o  diocesan groups; a t  the same t i m e  it was f e l t  t h a t  African young people 
should be provided with a choice i n  the types  of r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t e s  which 
they might join. Also some a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  s p i r i t u a l i t y .  Is 
it r i g h t  t o  refuse  such a person? Others may have a missionary vocation and 
the re  may be no way l o c a l l y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s .  In te rna t iona l  congregations 
a l so  f e l t  they  should give witness t o  being open to  a l l .  It was r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  while these  a r e  v a l i d  reasons fo r  accepting l o c a l  African vocations,  by 
no means d i d  it solve some of  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  such a s  the  adjustment t o  a 
dominant western s t y l e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  defining mission i n  an African t r i b a l  
context ,  e t c .  

Two meetings were held t o  d iscuss  this t o p i c  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  men's con- 
gregations and another  s e t  t o  d i scuss  the t o p i c  i n  women's congregations. A t  
the  f i f t h  meeting both groups came together  t o  d i scuss  t h e  second aspect :  
i n c u l t u r a t i o n  of  African values i n  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  t h i s  being t h e  b a s i s  of 
any type  of formation. This  was seen a s  an  urgent challenge owing t o  r a t h e r  
rapid  inc rease  i n  t h e  number of African vocations i n  t h e  past 20 years .  For 
example, the re  i s  a quest ioning of  t h e  th ree  vows a s  they have been t r a d i t i o n -  
a l l y  expressed, e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  poverty. (The word "poverty" is regarded 
a s  an  anachronism f o r  many i n  t h e  Third World where people a r e  contending with 
poverty a s  an e v i l  t o  be e rad ica ted) .  Africans br ing  with them a deep sense 
of  t h e  sacred which ques t ions  t h e  secularism and materialism which i s  o f t e n  
unconsciously accepted by European and American congregations. African reli- 
gious a l s o  have a deep sense of universa l  brotherhood based on t h e i r  r e a l -  
i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  belongs t o  a l l  of  us and God means us t o  share  i n  its 
f r u i t s .  

I t  was suggested t h a t  Africans have a generos i ty  and a f a c i l i t y  i n  
personal r e l a t ionsh ips  which can g r e a t l y  cont r ibute  t o  community l i f e  and t h e  
apos to la te ,  t h e i r  knowledge of  t h e  l o c a l  church and t h e i r  experience of  a 
developing country provide us with new i n s i g h t s  and i n s p i r e  us with new Zeal. 
One d iscuss ion group mentioned t h a t  perhaps t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  con t r ibu t ion  is i n  
t h e  form of a ques t ion  mark forc ing us to ask ourse lves  a l l  types of  quest ions 
about our l i f e ,  our a t t i t u d e s ,  o u r  apos to la te  and our concept of  mission. 

What a r e  some of t h e  problems of  incorpora t ing  these  g i f t s  i n t o  congre- 
gat ions? F i r s t  of  a l l ,  t he re  is the  r e a l i t y  t h a t  today we o f t e n  deal  with 
two groups of African r e l i g i o u s  i n  one congregation: an o lde r  group t r a i n e d  
i n ,  and o f t en  deeply couonitted to, a "Western" concept of r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  and 
a younger group concerned with t h e  need t o  i n c u l t u r a t e  African values. This  
can make t h e  process slow, d i f f i c u l t  and pa in fu l .  Language is  another  d i f -  
f i c u l t y .  In  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  congregation they w i l l  o f t e n  be using a second 
language. T r i b a l  d i f f e rences  should not  be overlooked; being " in te r - t r iba l "  
i s  o f t e n  uore d i f f i c u l t  than being i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  One p a r t i c i p a n t  questioned 
whether we a r e  mistaken i n  applying our "nation" concept i n  Africa--are not  
t r i b e s  more l i k e  "nations"? This  has  considerable ramif ica t ions  fo r  mission- 
a r y  congregations who th ink i n  terms of personnel going to another country o r  
nat ion.  



Various congregations a r e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t ages  of s t r u c t u r a l  adjustments 
to f a c i l i t a t e  incul tura t ion.  Many require  an i n i t i a l  formation i n  Africa,  
s o m  (espec ia l ly  missionary congregations) provide inter-African contacts .  
Others f e e l  an in te rna t iona l  s e t t i n g  i s  necessary to prepare f o r  a fu ture  
in te rna t iona l  cornunity l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Since the  g rea te r  proport ion of  
African members a r e  young, the  fu tu re  changes have not  yet been experienced. 
The leadership p e r s o ~ e l  i n  t h e  provinces is f a s t  becauing African and this 
means t h a t  incu l tu ra t ion  and s t r u c t u r a l  adjustments are beginning to take 
place on the  provincia l  l eve l .  Within 10-20 years the  leadership on the  
generalate l e v e l  w i l l  begin t o  change and t h i s  w i l l  have e f f e c t s  on the  t o t a l  
o r i en ta t ion  of the  congregation.// 

Everyone is  concerned with the enriching of t h e i r  congregations with 
African Values, and it would be valuable i f  Sedos members would share  know- 
ledge of v a r i o u  experiments t r i e d .  Perhaps the  f i n a l  comment on this v a s t  
sub jec t  might be the  answer of  one discussion group t o  t h e  quest ion,  "How a r e  
you going about incorporat ing the  African contr ibut ion i n t o  your congregation? 
"Laboriouslyl" I t  was general ly agreed, most congregations are  j u s t  beginning 

(Mo-mbers were asked t o  provide names of study/formation centres  f o r  R e l i -  
gious i n  Africa.  A list w i l l  be published i n  a Bul le t in  i n  t h e  near f u t u r e ) .  

// The U I S G  representa t ive  pointed ou t  t h a t  5% of  t h e  women's congregations 
have t h e i r  gznera la tes  i n  Africa.  34 representa t ives  from Africa at tended the 
recent  UISG neeting i n  Rome. 

MOZAMBIQUE 

The Church and th! Revclution 

Maputo, 15th February 1990 - (D.I .A.)  - 
The r e l i g i o u s  and missionary problem is s t i l l  re fe r red  to i n  a l l  o f f i c i a l  

and governmentai fiiscourses. The evaluation by p o l i t i c i a n s  of  the  missionary 
work is  extremely negative. According to t h e  mzambican a u t h o r i t i e s ,  the  
Church remains i r r eparab ly  l inked t o  t h e  co lon ia l  regime. 

The Church i s  made responsible f o r  t h e  crimes perpetrated aga ins t  t h e  
colonized psoale because she was en t rus ted  with the running of  schools,  
remained on good terms wi th  the  co lon ia l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and put  chaplains a t  the 
d i sposa l  of  the  am?d forces .  According to t h e  regime i n  power, the  Church is 
b u t  a react ionary  power a t  the se rv ice  of capital ism. Some measures were 
taken s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  proclamation o f  independence i n  1975. A month l a t e r ,  
church schools, hosp i t a l s  and s o c i a l  works were nat ional ized.  The process of 
na t iona l i za t ion  end conf iscat ion o f  p roper t i e s  still goes on. 

Bowever, t h i s  t r i a l  has e f f e c t i v e l y  l ed  t h e  Church to promote t h e  autonomy 
of  Chr i s t i aa  commi?n.ities by t r a i n i n g  a responsible l a i t y .  

Reference: WCUMENTATION AND INFOXXFLTION FOR AND ABOUT AFRICA, 15 February, 
1980, 16th Year, No. 60. 



SEDOS MISSION RESEARCH SEMINAR 

Report on the second phase of preparation 

Persons from 6 continents w i t h  special  experience i n  the l i f e  of t h e i r  local  
churches have been invited t o  write papers for  the second phase of  the research 
seminar. More than half  the answers a re  i n  now--in sp i t e  of the m a i l s 1  llhis 
is how it looks a t  the w m n t :  - of the 71 l e t t e r s  sent i n  January, 50 (70 4%) have answered. 

- of the  50 who have answered, 38 (76%) have accepted the invi ta t ion t o  
send a paper, 12 (24%) have refused. - 25 l e t t e r s  have been sent  i n  February; no s t a t i s t i c s  on these yet.  

- of the t o t a l  96 invited t o  write papers, 72 (75%) a re  indigenous t o  
t h e i r  local  churches. - of the acceptances: from Latin America = 4; North America = 5; 
Oceania = 4; Africa = 6; Europe = 6; Asia = 13 (includes those writing 
on China) . 

Some co-nts from those invited t o  par t ic ipate  i n  the 2nd phase: 
"One reason for  accepting your challenge is, I feel  the experience of the 
Church i n  Melanesia has not been t reated with the seriousness it deserves. 
I f  I can make a s m a l l  contribution i n  correcting t h i s  deficiency, the 
e f fo r t  w i l l  be well worthwhile." J i m  Knight, svd - Papua New Guinea. 

"My sincere congratulations for  the daring s tep,  very timely Step. I do 
assure you of my f u l l  cooperation.. .the points raised were questions t h a t  
kept coming up i n  the dialogues we were organizing here i n  India..." 
A. Nambiaparambil, cmi. 

"I gladly accept.. .It i s  w i t h  deep pleasure tha t  my close ~o l l abora t ion  
with SEDOS, and w i t h  your generalatea, which flourished during my years 
a t  Just ice  and Peace, begins anew on a subject s t i l l  wider and deeper 
than t h a t  'const i tut ive dimension' of evangelization. Please express my 
admiration and grati tude to your directors  and co-workers." 
J. Gremillion, USA. 

"I w i l l  very will ingly collaborate...But kindly send m the Holy S p i r i t o f  
Pentecost and h i s  g i f t  of tongues1 I f  so, I w i l l  surely w r i t e  i n  ~ n g l i s h ;  
i f  not, do not make any grimaces i f  I write i n  French..." Boka d i  Mpasi 
Londi, s j - Zaire. 

"Thank you for  including me i n  your program which seems t o  be rea l ly  very 
well planned and meaningful." H. Bortnowska, Pcland. 

"I am grateful. .  .for your invi ta t ion. .  .But I regret  I w i l l  not be able to 
contribute t o  it. I already have too many assignments till 1982, and my 
l i f e  here m n g  the Hindus--we a re  only two Christians l iving i n  t h i s  
sacred place--is not conducive to gett ing the records and books, etc., 
your seminar would demand. I sha l l  cer ta inly pray, however, for the 
success of the SEDOS undertaking tha t  the local Church and inculturation 
may rea l ly  get t o  be understmd by your 45 'missionary' ins t i tu tes . "  
Vandana, r s c j  - India. 

Consultations are  underway concerning the planning of t h e  actual ten-day 
session of the research seminar. More de t a i l s  w i l l  be given i n  the next 
report. Meanwhile, thanks for  your in t e re s t  and collaboration1 

Fr. J. R. Lang, nun,& Sr.  M. M t t e ,  f m  



OUR FATHER 

The Lord's Prayer: i n s p i r a t i o n  and p a t t e r n  f o r  the  evangelizer  

On Apr i l  21, 22, 23, from 4 t o  6 p.m., i n  the  Assembly Hal l  a t  the  J e s u i t  
Headquarters, Borgo S. S p i r i t 0  3A - - jus t  ou t s ide  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Square: 

Three evenings of  s p i r i t u a l  prepara t ion  and in te rcess ion  f o r  t h e  World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism--on t h e  theme 'Your Kingdom Com' - t o  be 
held  by the  world Council o f  Churches a t  Melbourne, A u s t r a l i a ,  i n  May 1980. 

This  programme i s  offered  to Chr i s t i ans  i n  Rome by a committee set up by t h e  
Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  Chr i s t i an  Unity w i t h  the cooperat ion o f  the Women's 
and Men's Unions of Superiors  General f o r  promoting Cathol ic  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
t h e  work of Conference. The sess ions  have been organized by t h e  Jesui tMiss ion 
S e c r e t a r i a t  i n  col labora t ion  with Faculty members o f  the  Gregorian u n i v e r s i t y  
and t h e  B i b l i c a l  I n s t i t u t e .  

The main item each day w i l l  be two series of  r e f l e c t i o n s  presented i n  English,  
dea l ing  success ively  w i t h  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  O u r  Father ,  followed by a b r i e f  
meditation and exchange, and concluding w i t h  a common a c t  o f  worship. 

Apr i l  21, Monday: 

OUR FATHER, WHO ART I N  HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE T H Y  NAME 
- experience o f  God's fatherhood and ho l iness  - prayer of p r a i s e  and sense of  
mission: A r y  Roest Cro l l ius  

THY KINGOOM COME 
- evangelizat ion a s  witness t o  the coming of t h e  Kingdom - the prayer of  
expectat ion:  W i l l i a m  N e w e l 1  

Apri l  22, Tuesday: 

T H Y  WILL BE MlNE ON EARTH AS IT IS I N  HEAVEN - obedience to mission - prayer of surrender  t o  God's p lan  of sa lva t ion :  
W i l l i a m  Dalton 

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD 
- t h e  prayer  o f  t h e  poor - concern.of the  evangel izer  f o r  those i n  need: 
Paul Steidl-Meier 

Apri l  23, Wednesday: 

FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES A S  WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US - 
t he  prayer  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  - new r e l a t i o n s  among people and peace i n  the 
world: Generoso Florez  

LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM N I L  
- t h e  s t ruggles  O f t h i s  l i f e  and trials of t h e  evangel izer  - prayer and 
l i b e r a t i o n :  Car los  So l t e ro  

You a r e  c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  to  a t t end  and to br ing  your f r i ends .  




