


(Dur ing  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  we have  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  m i s s i o n  and  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  I n  h i s  r e c e n t  wessage t o  
t h e  Dominican O r d e r  on t h e  Eve o f  1980 ,  F r .  de Couesnongle ,  t h e  
Master -Genera l ,  r a i s e s  t h r e e  v e r y  though t -p rovok ing  p o i n t s ) .  

THREE NEW C9NCERNS .................. 
... Four y e a r s  ago ,  I s h a r e d  c e r t a i n  o f  my c o n c e r n s  w i t h  you. 

Over t h e  y e a r s  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  Orde r  changes  and ,  a s  we come t o  
t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  e i g h t i e s ,  I want t o  t e l l  you what  h a s  
e s p e c i a l l y  s t r u c k  me d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  A s  e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  f e a r s  
mixed i n  w i t h  my hopes .  

C e r t a i n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  have  s e e n  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number 
o f  t h e i r  n o v i c e s .  These l a t t e r  have  come t o  u s  w i t h  a  r e a l  l o v e  
o f  t h e  O r d e r  and a  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  t o  t h e  f u l l  i t s  c h a r i s m  
t o d a y .  But t h i s  r e - n a s c e n t  hope does  n o t  come t o  me w i t h o u t  some 
worry--namely, t h e  f e a r  t h a t  a t  t h e  end o f  5 ,  10 o r  20 y e a r s ,  
t h e s e  young p e o p l e  o f  t o d a y  migh t  be  d e e p l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  by what  
w e  have o f f e r e d  them by way o f  c o n v e n t u a l  l i f e  and  a p o s t o l i c  
p e r s p e c t i v e s .  S h a l l  we know how t o  r e spond  t o  t h e i r  wish  t o  con- 
f r o n t  t h e  needs  and t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e i r  wor ld?  W i l l  t h e y  f i n d  i n  
t h e  house  o f  S a i n t  Dominic a n  i n t e n s e  common f r a t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  
p r a y e r ,  s t u d y ,  and s h a r i n g ?  

The c r i s i s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  Counc i l  h a s  
c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  a  c e r t a i n  t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  a n d ,  i n  
f a c t ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  i t s e l f  f o r  a  good number o f  o u r b r o t h e r a  
Thus,  I have  cause  t o  f e a r  t h a t  a " second  c r i s i s "  might  a p p e a r  i n  
a  few y e a r s .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  "second c r i s i s "  c o u l d  b e  even more 
s e r i o u s  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  younger  gene ra -  
t i o n s  come t o  q u e s r i o n  t h e  ve ry  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Dominican r e l i -  
g i o u s  l i f e ' s  b e i n g  a  l i g h t  and a  f o r c e  i n  t h e  Church and t h e  
w o r l d  o f  tomorrow. 

I am a l s o  s t r u c k  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  more and more o f  o u r  
b r o t h e r s  - and o u r  s i s t e r s  - a r e  w a n t i n g  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  
a p o s t o l i c  problems o f  a  w o r l d  which t a k e s  on a  new look  everyday.  
I f  t h e  e l d e s t  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r s  o f t e n  f i n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  g e t t i n g  
i n t o  t h e  rhythm o f  t h e  day ,  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  younger  g e n e r a t i o n s  b e t t e r  and t h e y  more e a s i l y  
a c c e p t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  t h a t  a r e  demanded o f  them. But t h a t  o f t e n  
demands - e v e r  more and more o f t e n - c h o i c e s  t h a t  a r e  sometimes 
h e r o i c :  s h u t t i n g  down a  house ,  l e a v i n g  a  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  you l i k e  
f o r  one  t h a t  i s  more demanding b u t  a l s o  more u r g e n t ,  e t c .  My 
concern  h e r e  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  we s h u t  o u r  e y e s  t o  
r e a l i t y ,  we r e f u s e  t o  change ,  we l a c k  any s e n s e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  " t h a t  can c o n t i n u e  g o i n g  
on a s  i t  h a s "  f o r  some y e a r s - - t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  l e f t  f o r  m e  t o  l i v g  
anyway. 

Then, t o o ,  t h e  b i s h o p s  do n o t  a lways u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  d e s i r e s ,  
t h e  p r o p e r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  O r d e r ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r  
b r o t h e r s .  And we sometimes s t a n d  by and watch o u r  Dominican 
i d e n t i t y  l o s e  i t s  f l a v o r  and become i n s i p i d .  Some o f  u s  become 
s o r t  o f  "second- t ime-around i l l i t e r a t e s " .  I mean by t h a t ,  
b r o t h e r s  who were f o r m e r l y  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  g r e a t  t h i n g s  b u t  who, 
l i t t l e  hy l i t t l e ,  have  l o s t  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  and t h e  a p p e t i t e  f o r  



t h i s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  w o r k ,  t h e y  h a v e  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e d u c e d  t h e  
f i e l d  o f  t h e i r  a p o s t o l i c  l i f e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d o  w h a t  o t h e r  i n s t i -  
t u t e s  o f  p r i e s t s  d o  - a n d  p e r h a p s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  c a n .  

What I see h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  a l s o  g i v e s  m e  c a u s e  t o  f e a r  t h a t  
w i t h  t i m e ,  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  work o f  r e l i g i o u s  m i g h t  come t o  d e p e n d  
more a n d  more e x c l u s i v e l y  o n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  d i o c e s e s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  which  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  h a d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  u n d e r  p a i n  o f  n o t  h a v i n g  v e r y  much o f  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o ,  
o r  e v e n  n o t h i n g .  

B e h i n d  a l l  t h i s ,  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
o u r  l i f e ,  o f  o u r  v o c a t i o n ,  o f  o u r  m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  Church  w h i c h  i s  
a t  i s s u e .  The i n v e n t i v e  a n d  c r e a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  O r d e r  c a n  
become a n n i h i l a t e d .  

T h e r e  i s  o n e  more t h i n g  t o  s a y :  a  c e r t a i n  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  
s e n s e  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a n d  o f  common a n d  p r i v a t e  p r a y e r  i n  t h e  
l i f e  o f  r e l i g i o u s .  Even i f  t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  
p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t e n d e n c y  w h i c h  i s  h e g i n n i n g  t o  make i t s e l f  
f e l t .  The y o u n g e s t  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  h e r e  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  a s  a r e  
a l s o  t h e  S i s t e r s  a n d  t h e  nuns  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  Domin ican  
f a m i l y  becomes a  more e f f e c t i v e  r e a l i t y .  

On t o p  o f  a l l  t h i s  t h e r e  comes w h a t  is  f o r  me a  new c o n c e r n ,  
s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  t o u c h i n g  upon a n g u i s h .  Y e s t e r d a y  i t  was a n g u i s h  
a t  t h e  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  v o c a t i o n s .  Now t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p i c k i n g  u p ,  it 
i s  a n g u i s h  a t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e :  w h a t  r e l i g i o u s  a r e  
we p r e p a r i n g  f o r  tomor row?  What f o r m a t i o n  a r e  we g i v i n g  t h e m  t o  
make t h e m  r e a l  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  o f  S t .  Domin ic ,  men a n d  women 
o f  p r a y e r ,  o f  t h o u g h t ,  l i v i n g  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  Word o f  God, t r u e  
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  t r u e  a p o s t l e s  f o r  a  w o r l d  t h a t  o n e  m u s t  e x p e c t  t o  
b e  e v e n  more o b d u r a t e  t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e ?  

T h i s  a n g u i s h  g r i p s  me when I see t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  we h a v e  i n  
f i n d i n g  a  f o r m a t i o n  t eam w o r t h y  o f  t h a t  name, i n  c r e a t i n g  a  
w e l c o m i n g  communi ty ,  when e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  makes up t h e  a r m o r  o f  a  
Domin ican  seems  t o  b e  b e i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  b a t t e r e d  t o  p i e c e s  
u n d e r  t h e  b l o w s  o f  t h e  hammer o f  l i f e ,  o f  a  m e n t a l i t y ,  o f  con-  
v i c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  more s e c u l a r  t h a n  e v a n g e l i c a l .  

T h e s e ,  t h e n ,  a r e  t h e  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  come t o  my s p i r i t ,  d e a r  
b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  w h i l s t  I t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  a b o u t  
t h e  d e c a d e  we h a v e  j u s t  l i v e d  t h r o u g h .  1980  w i l l  mark t h e  c e l e -  
b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t e n a r i e s  o f  S t .  A l b e r t  t h e  G r e a t  a n d  S t .  
C a t h e r i n e  o f  S i e n a .  T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  h e  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  
C h a p t e r  o f  W a l b e r b e r g .  God g r a n t  t h a t  t h i s  may b e  t h e  y e a r  f o r  
a  d e c i s i v e  s t e p  a h e a d  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  O r d e r  a n d  f o r  e a c h  o f  i t s  
members t o w a r d s  a  l i f e  t h a t  r e c a l l s  e v e r  more c l e a r l y  t h e p r e s e n c e  
o f  S a i n t  Domin ic  t o  t h e  men a n d  women o f  o u r  d a y .  

I n  my p r a y e r  " p r o  c o e t u  p a u p e r u m " ,  I a s s u r e  you  o f  my d e e p  
a f f e c t i o n .  

F r .  V i n c e n t  d e  C o u e s n o n g l e ,  O.P.  
M a s t e r  o f  t h e  O r d e r  

S a t u r d a y ,  1  December 1979  

R e f e r e n c e :  INFORMAZIONI D O M E N I C A N E  I N T E R N A Z I O N A L I ,  1  l t h  Y e a r ,  
No.10 - l l / x I 1 / 7 9 .  

F r .  d e  C o u e s n o n g l e  h a s  a l s o  w r i t t e n  "What m u s t  t h e  Order be i n  
t h e  Nex t  Ten Y e a r s  t o  A s s u r e  i t s  F u t u r e " ,  S e d o s  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  
No. 4/3680. 



P a r t  I1 o f  "Church a n d  M i s s i o n  i n  R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  Kingdom o f  
God E s p e c i a l l y  i n  a  T h i r d  World  C o n t e x t " ,  by t h e  Most  R e v e r e n d  
P a t r i c k  d ' s o u z a ,  B i s h o p  o f  V a r a n a s i ,  I n d i a .  
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What t h e n  i s  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  s i t u a t i o n  
o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  T h i r d  World t o d a y ?  

A .  ~ i s s i o n  a n d  Kingdom i n  E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i  

The A p o s t o l i c  E x h o r t a t i o n ,  E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i  h a s  p l a c e d  t h e  
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Church  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e s  w h i c h  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
o u r  times a n d  r e g i o n s .  I t  r e c o g n i z e s  ' e v a n g e l i z a t i o n '  u n d e r s t o o d  
i n  t e r m s  o f  ' p r o c l a i m i n g  C h r i s t  t o  t h o s e  who do n o t  know H i m ,  o f  
p r e a c h i n g ,  o f  c a t e c h e s i s ,  o f  c o n f e r r i n g  b a p t i s m  and t h e  o t h e r  
s a c r a m e n t s '  ( E N  1 7 1 .  Bu t  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e g a r d  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
w h i c h  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s a c r a m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a s  
t h e  o n l y  l e g i t i m a t e  ' m i s s i o n  w o r k ' .  I n  t h e  same p a r a g r a p h  ( E N  
171,  E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i  s t a t e s  t h a t  ' a n y  p a r t i a l  and f r a g m e n t -  
a r y  d e f i n i t i o n  w h i c h  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  e v a n g e l i -  
z a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  r i c h n e s s ,  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  dynamism, d o e s  s o  o n l y  
a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  i m p o v e r i s h i n g  i t  a n d  e v e n  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  i t ' .  Then 
E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i  p o s i t i v e l y  d e f i n e s  w h a t  i t m e a n s  b y  e v a n g e l i -  
z a t i o n :  ' F o r  t h e  C h u r c h ,  e v a n g e l i z i n g  means b r i n g i n g  t h e  good  
news i n t o  a l l  t h e  s t r a t a  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  i t s  i n f l u e n c e ,  
t r a n s f o r m i n g  h u m a n i t y  f r o m  w i t h i n  a n d  making i t  n e w ' .  T h i s  s t a t e -  
ment  i m m e n s e l y  w i d e n s  t h e  v e r y  c o n c e p t  o f  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  y e t  
i t  i n  n o  way w a t e r s  i t  down. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  b r i n g s  i t  o u t  
more f o r c e f u l l y  by  c o n t i n u i n g :  ' B u t  t h e r e  i s  no  new h u m a n i t y ,  i f  
t h e r e  a r e  n o t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  new p e r s o n s  renewed  b y  b a p t i s m  a n d  by 
l i v e s  l i v e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  G o s p e l .  The p u r p o s e  o f  e v a n g e l i z a -  
t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  i n t e r i o r  c h a n g e  a n d  i f  i t  h a d  t o  
b e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  o n e  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  b e s t  way o f  s t a t i n g  it would  b e  
t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  e v a n g e l i z e s  when s h e  s e e k s  t o  c o n v e r t ,  
s o l e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i v i n e  power  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e  s h e  p r o c l a i m s  b o t h  
t h e  p e r s o n a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  p e o p l e ,  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  which  t h e y  a r e  e n g a g e d  and t h e  l i v e s  a n d  c o n c r e t e  
m i l i e u x  w h i c h  a r e  t h e i r s .  ( E N  1 8 )  

The n e x t  p a r a g r a p h ,  No.19 o f  E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i ,  c o n t a i n s  o n e  o f  
t h e  w e i g h t i e s t  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  w h o l e  m i s s i o n  i n  A s i a .  
' F o r  t h e  C h u r c h ,  i t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  n o t  o n l y  o f  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  
i n  e v e r  w i d e r  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  o r  t o  e v e r  g r e a t e r  numbers  o f  
p e o p l e ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  a f f e c t i n g  a n d  a s  it w e r e  u p s e t t i n g ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e  power  o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,  m a n k i n d ' s  c r i t e r i a  o f  j u d g m e n t ,  d e t e r -  
m i n i n g  v a l u e s ,  p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  l i n e s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  s o u r c e s  O f  

i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  m o d e l s  o f  l i f e ,  w h i c h  a r e  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  
Word o f  God a n d  t h e  p l a n  o f  s a l v a t i o n ' .  

A l l  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s :  ' W h a t m a t t e r s  
i s  t o  e v a n g e l i z e  m a n ' s  c u l t u r e  a n d  c u l t u r e s '  ( t a k i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  
t h e i r  immense p l u r i f o r m i t y  i n  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d ) '  i n  t h e  w i d e  a n d  
r i c h  s e n s e  which  t h e s e  terms h a v e  i n  Gaudium e t  S p e s ,  a l w a y s  t a k -  
i n g  t h e  p e r s o n  a s  o n e ' s  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  a n d  a l w a y s  coming  b a c k  t o  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  p e o p l e  among t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w i t h  God.. .The 
s p l i t  b e t w e e n  t h e  G o s p e l  a n d  c u l t u r e  i s  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  t h e  d rama  



o f  o u r  t i m e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  e v e r y  e f f o r t  mus t  be made t o  e n s u t e  I 
f u l l  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e ,  o r  more c o r r e c t l y ,  o f  c u l t u r e s .  
They have t o  be r e g e n e r a t e d  by a n  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  Gospel .  But 
t h i s  e n c o u n t e r  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e ,  i f  t h e  Gospel  i s  n o t  p ro -  
c l a i m e d ' .  (EN201 

B .  S o c i o l o g i c a l  I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  Bapt i sm 

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  
meaning o f  Bapt i sm i n  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Church ,  and 
i t s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  

The re  a r e  many i n  t h e  Asian  c o n t i n e n t ,  c e r t a i n l y  i n  I n d i a ,  who 
know and l o v e  C h r i s t ,  b u t  w i l l  n o t  be o f  t h e  Church.  They e x p l i -  
c i t l y  e x c l u d e  Bapt i sm a s  an unbecoming change o f  o n e ' s  s o c i e t y ;  
t h e  Church ,  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n  g o i n g  t o  C h r i s t  whom t h e y  v e n e r a t e .  
Due t o  v a r i o u s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  sometimes Bapt i sm a p p e a r s  t o  
them a s  a  s i g n ,  n o t  o f  a  new l i f e ,  b u t  o f  a  new s o c i e t y  w i t h  i t s  
r o o t s  a b r o a d ;  a s  a  g i v i n g  up o f  a  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  a s  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  an  o s t r a c i s m  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  One c a n n o t  s a y  w i t h  
c e r t i t u d e  e x a c t l y  how many s u c h  p e r s o n s  t h e r e  a r e ,  b u t  t h e y  would 
seem t o  s u r p a s s  t h e  p i t i f u l  number o f  c h r i s t i a n s .  They know and 
l o v e  C h r i s t  b u t  t h e y  do n o t  w i sh  t o  be p a r t  o f  t h e  Church.  
Mahatma Gandhi i s  a  good i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  group.  While t h e y  
y e a r n  f o r  t h e  s a v i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  God, t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  o f  what  i s  
p r e s e n t e d  a s  h i s  kingdom. 

What i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Church t o w a r d s  t h e  growing 
number o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  who a r e  i n t e r i o r l y  v e r y  much commit ted 
t o  C h r i s t  though s a c r a m e n t a l l y ,  i . e . ,  by Bapt i sm t h e y  do  n o t  
d e s i r e  t o  be o f  C h r i s t ' s  Church.  (13) 

How i s  t h e  'k ingdom'  t o  be p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h i s  growing g roup?  Does 
t h e  kingdom b e g i n  w i t h  b a p t i s m ?  With t h e  d e s i r e  t o  be o f  C h r i s t  
f u l l y ?  What i s  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Church towards  t h i s  group?  TO 
u rge  them t o  Bapt i sm? To w a i t  f o r  t h e  growth  o f  t h e i r  numbers.  
till p e r h a p s  i n  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o r  two,  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  and d e s i r e  
Bap t i sm,  and  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  communion i n  C h r i s t ?  How f a r  i s  i t  
a d v i s a b l e  t o  keep  s i l e n t  a b o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  Bapt i sm? 

The problem i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  new. The working p a p e r  o f  1974 
synod o f  B i shops  spoke  o f  ' t h o s e  many who though t h e y  have been  
b a p t i z e d ,  do n o t  s h a r e  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ' ,  do n o t  l i v e  a s  
C h r i s t ' s ,  They have t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  s a c r a m e n t a l  commitment b u t  
v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  any  a t  a l l ,  o f  p e r s o n a l  commitment. (14) Can we 
t h i n k  o f  a n o t h e r  g roup  t h a t  h a s  a l m o s t  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  p e r s o n a l  
commitment, b u t  no s a c r a m e n t a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
f a c t o r s  h i n d e r  them? I s  t h e  kingdom, i . e . ,  God's  s a v i n g  a c t i v i t y  
Bapt i sm,  o r  i n  a  p e r s o n a l  commitment? I f  b o t h  c a n n o t  be hoped 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  now, what i s  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  church  now t o  
t h o s e  m i l l i o n s  o f  T h i r d  World? 

(13) P a t r i c k  D'Souza,   on-institutional C h r i s t i a n ,  H i s  Gospel t o  
Our P e o p l e s  ... pp. 129-131. 

(14) Working p a p e r  f o r  t h e  Synod o f  B i shops  1974, I ,  10 o f  " H i s  
Gospel  t o  Our P e o p l e s  ..." p .  132 (No ta )  



One can  d i s c u s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f u r t h e r .  With t h e  o l d  ' m i s s i o n '  
c o n c e p t ,  t h e  p a s s p o r t  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  God's  kingdom, was 
Bapt ism.  Very few o f  t h e  h e r o i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and f ewer  o f  t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  o f  t h e  p a s t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  ' b a p t i s m '  
means someth ing  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  i n  many o f  t h e  T h i r d  World coun- 
t r i e s ,  from what  i t  means i n  S c r i p t u r e .  We must a c c e p t  t h a t  t h e  
s a c r i f i c i a l  e l emen t  o f  t h e  commitment t o  C h r i s t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  
d imens ion  o f  o u r  F a i t h .  T h i s  c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  d e a t h  t o  s e l f ,  a  
comple te  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  God. But many o t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  Bap- 
t i s m  a r e  due t o  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c r e t i o n s .  When t h e  A p o s t l e s  bap- 
t i z e d  t h e  f i r s t  Jews, l i t t l e  changed e x t e r n a l l y .  C h r i s t  e n t e r e d  
f u l l y  i n t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  and c r e a t e d  a t  t h e  same t ime  a  
new c h r i s t i a n  community t h a t  a d o r e d  t h e  F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  and i n  
t r u t h .  A l l  t h e  r e s t  remained t h e  same. Even when t h e  f i r s t  
.pagans1  were b a p t i z e d  i n  t h e  Greek-Roman w o r l d ,  t h i n g s  remained  
more o r  l e s s  t h e  same. When Roman c i t i z e n s  were b a p t i z e d ,  t h e y  
remained Romans a s  b e f o r e .  I t  i s  n o t  s o  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
T h i r d  World who were b a p t i z e d .  I n  many o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e -  
c i a l l y  i n  t h e  As ian  c o n t i n e n t ,  b a p t i s m  o f t e n  meant and s t i l l  
means a  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  change .  I n  I n d i a ,  f o r  example ,  t h e  one 
who i s  b a p t i z e d  a l s o  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  p a s s e s  o v e r  i n t o  a n  e n t i r e l y  
l r a w  s y s t e m  of  law t h a t  h e n c e f o r t h  gove rns  h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  h i s  p ro -  
p e r t y  r i g h t s  and h i s  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  and i n  most c a s e s  c u t s  
him o f f  s o c i a l l y  from h i s  fo rmer  background ,  t h e  ve ry  r o o t  from 
which h e  draws h i s  l i f e .  

These v i t a l  i m p l i c a t i o m s ,  which an  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  a c t ,  
b a p t l s m ,  h a s  f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  b a p t i z e d  A s i a n s ,  have o f t e n  been  
o v e r l o o k e d  by t h e o l o g i a n s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and c h u r c h  p l a n n e r s .  
T h i s  q u e s t i o n  o f  b a p t i s m  i n  i t s  s o c i o - l e g a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  most 
A s i a n s  s h o u l d  be  t a k e n  up f o r  s e r i o u s  s c r u t i n y  by a  c o n g r e s s  l i k e  
o u r s ,  t h a t  w a n t s  t o  convey t h e  good news o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t o  t h e  
Asian  p e o p l e  and o t h e r s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World i n  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s .  
T h i s  v i t a l  t o p i c  I f i n d  m i s s i n g  on  t h e  agenda o f  t h i s  c o n g r e s s  
and I b e l i e v e  we w i l l  m i s s  a  good d e a l  i f  we by-pass  t h i s  key 
i s s u e :  m i s s i o n  and c o n v e r s i o n ,  b a p t i s m  and i t s  s o c i a l  conse -  
guences  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  As ian  
c o n t i n e n t .  We must s e e  t h i s  problem i n  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t e x t ,  
i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  ' a n t i - c o n v e r s i o n  b i l l s ' ,  which i s  v e r v d i f f e r e n t  - 
from t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which i t  a p p e a r s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  w e s t ,  

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  f i n a l  g o a l  c a n  be  f o r m u l a t e d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  terms 
a s  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World i n t o  t h e  
peop le  o f  God i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  b a p t i s m ,  r e a c h i n g  i t s  f u l l -  
e s t  union i n  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  and t h e n  s p r e a d i n g  o u t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
new communit ies  o f  l i v e  c e n t r e d  a round t h e  a l t a r  and t h e  b i s h o p .  
Was i t  a  r e a l i s t i c  g o a l  o r  an i l l u s i o n  and a  p i o u s  wish  o f  some 
o f  t h e  b e s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s 7  Could b a p t i s m  be  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  
e n t i r e  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h o s e  who had 
a c c e p t e d  C h r i s t  a s  t h e i r  new Lord and Master?  

V a t i c a n  I1 i n  i t s  Miss ion  Decree h a s  spoken a  l anguage  v e r y  d i f -  
f e r e n t  from t h e  one used by t h e  p r e v i o u s  e v a n g e l i z e r s :  it had 
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i n n e r  v a l u e s  o f  n o n - c h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h u s  
g i v i n g  a  new emphas is  t o  t h e  s a v i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  God i n  r e g i o n s  
whose l i v i n g  r e l i g i o n s  e x e r c i s e  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e .  



C .  Tasks  and C h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  Church 

The p r imary  t a s k  o f  t h e  Church i s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  e f f e c t i v e l y  
t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  w i t n e s s ,  l i f e  s t y l e ,  conce rn  f o r  o t h e r s ,  commit- 
ment ,  j o y f u l  hope ,  t h e  meaning o f  human e x i s t e n c e  a s  r e v e a l e d  i n  
J e s u s  C h r i s t  .(EN 41, 76) The Church must become t h e  s i g n  o f  j oy  
and  hope t o  t h e  p e o p l e s .  To be t h i s  s i g n ,  she  must f i r s t  d i v e s t  
h e r s e l f  o f  wha teve r  i s  coming i n  h e r  way o f  b e i n g  t h i s  e f f e c t i v e  
s i g n .  (EN 15) 

The Church w i l l  b e  a  s i g n  o f  hope i n  t h e  T h i r d  World i f  t h r o u g h  
t h e  power o f  t h e  Gospe l ,  she  i n f l u e n c e s  and t r a n s f o r m s  s o c i e t y ,  
chang ing  mank ind ' s  c r i t e r i a  o f  judgment ,  d e t e r m i n i n g  v a l u e s ,  
p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  l i n e s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  s o u r c e s  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  and  
models o f  l i f e .  (EN 19) 

~ u c h  h a s  been  s a i d  and w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Church i n  
v a r i o u s  s p h e r e s  i n  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d .  Dia logue  w i t h  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  
r e l i g i o n s ,  c o n s c i e n t i z a t i o n  and l i b e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  poor  and  t h e  
o p p r e s s e d ,  a p o s t o l a t e  among t h e  y o u t h ,  a r e  some o f  t h e  t o p i c s  
t h a t  a r e  w i d e l y  d i s c u s s e d  t o d a y .  Eence I s h a l l  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  
them h e r e .  

I s h a l l  t o u c h  on some p o i n t s  which I c o n s i d e r  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e l e v a n t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World t o d a y .  

The c h a l l e n g e  which t h e  s i t u a t i o n  p o s e s  t o  t h e  c h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s  
i n  t h e  T h i r d  World cou ld  be summed up i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  
s t a t e d  by t h e  FABC mee t ing  i n  Hong Kong i n  1977. They c o n s t i -  
t u t e  a  c o n c r e t e  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  o u r  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  

a .  ' I n  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is :  how t o  p r e a c h  t h e  good 
news o f  J e s u s  t o  o u r  b r e t h r e n  s o  t h a t  t h e  Church may b e ,  and 
a p p e a r  t o  b e ,  t h e  s a c r a m e n t  o f  s a l v a t i o n  and a  community o f  l o v e .  

b .  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  wor ld  r e l i g i o n s :  how t o  e n r i c h  i t s  own 
c h r i s t i a n  i d e n t i t y  and l i f e  by open ing  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i -  
g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  A s i a  i n  i n t e r - r e l i g i o n  d i a l o g u e ,  and t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e s e ,  how t o  p r a c t i s e  r e l i g i o n ,  and  promote moral  and r e l i -  
g i o u s  v a l u e s ,  i n  a  way t h a t  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  human 
development  o f  o u r  p e o p l e s .  

c .  I n  economics :  how t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  s t a r k  
p o v e r t y  by an a u t h e n t i c  d i a l o g u e  o f  l i f e  w i t h  t h e  p o o r  o f  A s i a  
w i t h o u t  f o s t e r i n g  m a t e r i a l i s m .  

d .  I n  s o c i a l  l i f e :  how t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  v a l u e s  o f  
p e r s o n a l i s m  and f a m i l y  l i f e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and  t e c h -  
n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s .  

e .  I n  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s :  how t o  h e l p  o u r  p e o p l e  f i n d  an  A s i a n  
s t y l e  o f  a u t h e n t i c  p a r t i c i p a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  government  a t  a l l  
l e v e l s .  

f .  I n  c u l t u r a l  m a t t e r s :  how t o  f i n d  t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l  and Asian  
i d e n t i t y ,  by b l e n d i n g  a n c i e n t  and modern v a l u e s  i n  f a c e  o f  t h e  
f u t u r e  a h e a d ' .  (15) 

(15) FABC p a p e r  No. 3 ,  Hong Kong, 1977. 



I n  t h e s e  s h o r t  s i x  p a r a g r a p h s  we h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  Magna C a r t a  f o r  
m i s s i o n  work i n  t h e  T h i r d  World  f o r  t h e  d e c a d e  t o  come. We 
s h a l l  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e s e  t a s k s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  o n e  
o f  them,  i . e . ,  s t u d y i n g  how t h e  l i v i n g  F a i t h s  o f  A s i a  must  e x p e -  
r i e n c e  t h e  s a v i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  God. T h i s  i s  t h e  Kingdom, 

From t h i s  c e n t r e  o f  a  l i v i n g  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  God, we a r e  now 
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  most  a c u t e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  i n  A s i a ,  namely, 
t h e  new r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  o u r  c h r i s t i a n  message  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l i v i n g  f a i t h s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World.  We a r e  a t  t h e  same t ime  
a p p r o a c h i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  most  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n s  o f  p r e s e n t  d a y  
t h e o l o g y ,  made a l l  t h e  more d i f f i c u l t  s i n c e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  con- 
c e r n e d  c a n n o t  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  s o l v e d  e x c e p t  b y  t h o s e  p e r s o n a l l y  
a c q u a i n t e d  f rom i n s i d e  w i t h  t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s .  So  t h e  a n s w e r s  c a n -  
n o t  b u t  b e  l o n g  i n  coming .  

1 .  

What i s  r e q u i r e d  t o d a y  i s  n o t h i n g  more a n d  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  a  
new t h e o l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  ' n o n - c h r i n t i a n  
r e l i g i o n s '  o r  b e t t e r  s t i l l  ' t h e  l i v i n g  f a i t h s  o f  m a n k i n d 1 - - t o d a y  
p l a y  i n  t h e  work o f  s a l v a t i o n .  They  a n d  w e  must  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
s a v i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  God i n  them.  The d e e p  and r a d i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  
t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  a n d  l i v e d ,  s o l v e d  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  
c o n s t i t u t e  a  l o n g - t e r m  programme f o r  m i s s i o n  work i n  t h e  T h i r d  
World .  R e s e a r c h  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  mus t  g o  hand  i n  h a n d  w i t h  a  
d e e p l y  p r a y e r f u l  and  c o n t e m p l a t i v e  ' l i v i n g  i n '  w i t h  t h e s e  r e l i -  
g i o n s ,  b e f o r e  w e  c a n  come t o  a n y  d e f i n i t e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  on t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  which  w i l l  b e  v i t a l  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  f u t u r e  o f  ' m i s s i o n  
w o r k ' ,  o f  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  Above a l l ,  t h e  ' n o n - c h r i s t i a n  r e l i -  
g i o n s '  w i l l  s t a n d  up a s  f o r m i d a b l e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  a n y  m i s s i o n a r y  
who d a r e s  t o  p r o c l a i m  ' t h e  i n f i n i t e  r i c h e s  o f  C h r i s t '  t o  p e o p l e ,  
who may b e  much more d e e p l y  s t e e p e d  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  God. A l l  
o u r  c h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  T h i r d  w o r l d  w i l l  h a v e  t o  f a c e  
t h e  same c h a l l e n g e  i f  t h e y  e v a n g e l i z e ,  a n d  s t i l l  more i f  t h e y  do 
n o t  e v a n g e l i z e  1 

The Church  h a s  r e d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  d e e p  c o n v i c t i o n ,  ( i n  f a c t  s h e  h a d  
n e v e r  l o s t  i t ,  t h o u g h  some o f  h e r  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  p e r h a p s  many o f  
them,  d i d )  t h a t  ' t h e  l i g h t  t h a t  was s h i n i n g  i n t o  t h i s  w o r l d '  
i l l u m i n e s  e v e r y  man, e v e r y  human b e i n g  i n  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d ,  w i t h  
i t s  d i v i n e  s p l e n d o u r .  Today w i t h  an  o p e n n e s s  o f  mind w e  c a n  see 
t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  t r e a s u r e s  ~ o d  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  
T h i r d  Wor ld ,  t h e  l i v i n g  r e l i g i o n s  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  t h i s  d i v i n e  l i g h t  
a n d  a r e  a n  e v e r l a s t i n g  g l o r y  t o  i t s  C r e a t o r .  

W e  may d i s c o v e r  t o  o u r  a s t o n i s h m e n t  t h a t  C h r i s t  was ( a n d  s t i l l  i d  
p r e s e n t  i n  a n  e m i n e n t  way i n  t h e  T h i r d  World  much b e f o r e  a n y  
c h r i s t i a n  m e s s e n g e r  r e a c h e d  t h e r e .  What i s  more:  C h r i s t  may 
h a v e  r e v e a l e d  h i m s e l f  i n  new d i m e n s i o n s ,  which  may n o t  b e  con-  
t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  way,  a s  w e  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  H i m  up t o  
now i n  o u r  s o - c a l l e d  c h r i s t i a n  ' t h e o l o g y ' ,  w h i c h  i s  a l w a y s  a  
f r a g m e n t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  r i c h e s  o f  C h r i s t  and 
o f  k ingdom.  I t  i s  one  o f  t h e  m o s t  t h r i l l i n g  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  ~ s i a  tomorrow w i l l  b e ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  b r i n g  
C h r i s t  and h i s  Church  t o  t h i s  immense c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  c r a d l c  o f  
m a n k i n d ' s  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  d i s c o v e r  w i t h  a s t o n i s h m e n t  a n d  
amazement a n d  immense j o y ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  h i d d e n  C h r i s t  i n  
h i s  own home c o n t i n e n t .  We w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e s e  L i v i n g  F a i t h s  
a r e  n o t  s o  much f o r t r e s s e s  t o  b e  c o n q u e r e d ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  r a z e d  t o  
t h e  g r o u n d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t a b e r n a c l e s  t o  b e  l o v i n g l y  o p e n e d  w i t h  t h e  



l o v e  o f  t h e  Lord ,  t o  be b e a t i f i e d  and p e r f e c t e d  by H i s  s a v i n g  
p r e s e n c e .  We w i l l  a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  f o r  a l l  men, and f o r  a l l  
r e l i g i o n s  J e s u s  i s  t h e  L i b e r a t o r  from a l l  t h a t  e n s l a v e d  them. 
'The words o f  C h r i s t  a r e  a t  once words o f  judgment and g r a c e ,  o f  
l i f e  and d e a t h ,  f o r  it i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  p u t t i n g  t o  d e a t h  t h a t  
which i s  o l d ,  t h a t  we can  come t o  t h e  newness o f  l i f e '  . ( A G  8) 

I f  t h i s  s h o u l d  be t r u e ,  it w i l l  have some f a r - r e a c h i n g  conse -  
quences  f o r  a l l  o u r  m i s s i o n  work. We w i l l  have t o  go a b o u t  w i t h  
much l e s s  s e l f - a s s u r a n c e ,  and w i l l  have t o  l i s t e n  much more t o  
t h e  p rompt ings  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  which may show u s  wonders we have 
been o v e r l o o k i n g  up t o  now. I t  i s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  v e r y  p r o b a b l y  
t h a t  t h e  m i s s i o n s  w i l l  have t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a  k e n o s i s  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  one which was m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  t h e  Lord ,  when 
t h e  Redeemer o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  r e a d y  t o  d i s p e n s e  h i s  immense r i c h e s  
o f  t r u t h  and l o v e ,  went  t o  h i s  p r e c u r s o r ,  John  t h e  B a p t i s t ,  t o  
empty h i m s e l f  c o m p l e t e l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  p l e n i -  
t u d e  o f  t h e  S p i r i t .  I t  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  imagine  what  
r i c h n e s s  may be a w a i t i n g  a  new t y p e  o f  c h r i s t i a n i t y  t h a t  i s  no 
l o n g e r  European and w e s t e r n ,  b u t  g e n u i n e l y  As ian ,  once t h i s  pro-  
c e s s  i s  i n i t i a t e d  and f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  t o  c o m p l e t i o n .  

2.  The Necessa ry  Kenos i s  

a .  The Unique Med ia to r  

T h i s  w i l l  be a  k e n o s i s ,  a  me tano ia  f o r  b o t h  t h e  Church - - tha t  i t  
may become t h e  Kingdom, and  f o r  o t h e r  L i v i n g  F a i t h s  t h a t  t h e y  
may be p e r f e c t e d  and b e a u t i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  New J e r u s a l e m .  For  
o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  f i r s t ,  and t h e  e s s e n t i a l  change w i l l  be t h e  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  C h r i s t .  ' I n  many and v a r i o u s  ways God spoke  o f  
o l d  t o  o u r  f a t h e r s  by t h e  p r o p h e t s ;  b u t  i n  t h e s e  l a s t  days  He 
h a s  spoken  t o  us by a  Son,  whom He a p p o i n t e d  t h e  h e i r  o f  a l l  
t h i n g s '  (Reb 1 ,  1 - 2 ) .  T h i s  w i l l  be k e n o s i s  a sked  o f  a l l  l i v i n g  
r e l i g i o n s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  may be o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  F a t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  
k e e p  t h e m s e l v e s  open and a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be i n s p i r e d  by t h e  
message of  J e s u s ;  he b e l o n g s  n o t  o n l y  t o  c h r i s t i a n s  b u t  t o  a l l  
men. H i s  t o t a l  dependence on  God h i s  a b s o l u t e  t r u s t  i n  h i m ; h i s  
u n c o n d i t i o n a l  commitment t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ;  h i s  
f a i t h  i n  human d i g n i t y ,  i n  e q u a l i t y ,  b r o t h e r h o o d ;  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  
t h a t  God w i l l  p r e v a i l  o v e r  a l l  powers o f  e v i l ;  t h a t  l o v e  i s  
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  h a t r e d ,  a r e  i n s p i r a t i o n s  t o  a l l .  

b .  P e r s o n a l  Redeemer 

Another  e l e m e n t  w i l l  be t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  s a v i o u r .  
T h i s  i m p l i e s  a  c o n c e p t  o f  p e r s o n a l  s i n .  No one can  become o f  
t h e  Kingdom u n l e s s  he ' l o s e s  h i s  l i f e ' .  C h r i s t  t h e  Redeemer 
came t o  g i v e  h i s  l i f e  a s  a  ransom f o r  many. I t  i s  from o u r  s i n -  
f u l n e s s  t h a t  Re f r e e d  us .  I t  i s  t h i s  l i b e r a t i o n  from a l l  what  
i s  w o r l d l y ,  t h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  from s e l f i s h  v a l u e s  t o  t h e  b e a t i t u d e s ,  
which C h r i s t  t h e  L i b e r a t o r  o f  s i n f u l  man o f f e r s  t o  t h e  T h i r d  
World, which h a s  y e a r n e d  f o r  t h e  ' r e a l ' ,  f o r  t h e  N i r v a n a ,  a  f r e e -  
dom from s i n ,  n o t  o n l y  s o c i a l ,  b u t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  from p e r s o n a l  
s i n .  So me tano ia  which i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Kingdom, i s  n o t .  
f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  a  new o u t l o o k ,  l i k e  Gandhian P h i l o s o p h y  o r  M a r x i s t  
b r o t h e r h o o d .  I t  i s  a  l i b e r a t i o n  from s i n .  Wi thou t  t h i s  l i b e r -  
a t i o n ,  t h e  Kingdom w i l l  be c l o s e d .  So t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Church 
i s  t o  g i v e  t h i s  awareness  o f  o u r  l i t t l e n e s s ,  o u r  w ickedness  
b e f o r e  God, and t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  J e s u s  th rough  h i s  s a c r i f i c e  
s a n c t i f i e d  f o r  e v e r  a l l  h i s  e l e c t ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and i n  h i s  Church  



c .  Lord o f  H i s t o r y  

A t h i r d  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  metanoia  o f  L i v i n g  Fai ths--we saw above 
how much t h e y  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  Kingdom-- 
i s  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of  w o r l d l y  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t ime,  o f  m a t t e r .  There  
i s  a  t endency  among many o f  them t o  f o r g e t  t h e  meaning o f  h i s -  
t o r y ,  o f  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t e m p o r a l  r e a l i t i e s .  

The A f r i c a n  p e o p l e s  know o n l y  two d imens ions  o f  t ime :  a  l o n g  
p a s t  and a  dynamic p r e s e n t .  The f u t u r e  a s  s u c h ,  had no v a l u e  i n  
t h e i r  t h o u g h t .  For  them, h i s t o r y  d i d  n o t  move towards  a p o i n t  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  b u t  s t r o v e  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o r i g i n s ,  t o  a d a p t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  p a s t .  (16 )  A s i a t i c  r e l i g i o n s  remain t r a p p e d  
i n  t h e  c y c l e  o f  b i r t h  and  r e b i r t h .  The n e i g h b o u r s  o f  t h e  peop le  
o f  I s r a e l ,  t h e  Baby lon ians  and C a n a a n i t e s  b e l i e v e d  i n  gods  t h a t  
had f i x e d  t h e  wor ld  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  a l l  t ime .  They had no 
new hor i zon- - towards  which a  peop le  c o u l d  jou rney .  I n  c o n t r a s t  
t o  a l l  t h e s e ,  t h e  God o f  I s r a e l  was a  God o f  nomads who must  
e v e r  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  j ou rney .  C h r i s t  has  once  f o r  a l l  b roken  t h e  
b a r r i e r  o f  d e a t h  (Rom 6 ,  9 )  and t h r o u g h  t h e  b r e a c h  h a s  opened up 
f o r  u s  an  e v e r l a s t i n g  f u t u r e .  ( 1 7 )  

Hence a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  k e n o s i s ,  i n  t h e i r  becoming t h e  Kingdom, 
L i v i n g  F a i t h s  must a c c e p t  C h r i s t  t h e  L i b e r a t o r  a s  t h e  Lord o f  
H i s t o r y ,  a s  t h e  L i b e r a t o r  o f  e n t i r e  man, of  s o c i e t y .  R e l i g i o n s  
must ,  t h r o u g h  t h i s  me tano ia ,  p r o v i d e  b o t h  a n  i n t e n s e  union w i t h  
God and t h e  r enewa l  o f  u n j u s t  human s t r u c t u r e s .  Hence God-expe- 
r i e n c e  i n  J e s u s  w i l l  have s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  The Kingdom 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  Word w i l l  have b o t h  t h e  v e r -  
t i c a l  d imens ion  of  s a c r a m e n t a l i t y  and t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  one o f  
l i b e r a t i o n  t h e o l o g y .  The new J e r u s a l e m ,  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  new 
s o c i a l  o r d e r  grounded i n  a  God e x p e r i e n c e  i n  J e s u s .  

T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  b r i n g  i n  t h e  d imens ion  of  urgency.  For  J e s u s ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  was t h e  l a s t  hour .  Hence t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  
d e c i s i o n ,  now. John t h e  B a p t i s t ,  t h e  P a u l i n e  e p i s t l e s  s t r e s s t h e  
same i d e a .  

Bow w e l l  t h i s  urgency s u i t s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  Church i n  t h e  
T h i r d  World1 For  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  it was always t r u e .  F o r  
s o c i e t y ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t o d a y .  Kingdom o f  God must come now. I t  
must be p r o c l a i m e d ,  by word and deed now. Every  means o f  p r e s e n t  
t e c h n o l o g y ,  o f  s o c i a l  communicat ion,  o f  b e h a v i o u r a l  s c i e n c e s  must 
be  p r e s s e d  i n t o  s e r v i c e  t h a t  i n  everyway C h r i s t  and t h e  C r u c i f i e d  
Lord ,  C h r i s t  t h e  L i b e r a t o r  may be p roc la imed .  The s i t u a t i o n  o f  
t h e  T h i r d  World b rooks  no d e l a y .  Only t h e  coming o f  t h e  Kingdom 
can s a v e  i t .  

I v - 
A. The S e r v a n t  Church 1. L ike  H e r  Lord 

one more t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n :  o n l y  a  s e r v a n t  Church w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  
f o l l o w  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  h e r  S e r v a n t  Messiah.  I t  h a s  t o  be a  
f a s t  and a  r a d i c a l  k e n o s i s ,  e v i d e n t l y  a  p a i n f u l  one.  The g r e a t  
t e m p t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Churches  i n  t h e  T h i r d  World w i l l  be  t h e  same a s  
t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t h a t  accompanied t h e  L o r d ' s  m i s s i o n ,  namely, n o t  
t o  be a  S e r v a n t  Messiah b u t  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  m i s s i o n  i n  h i s  own 
s t r e n g t h  and power,  t h e  f a l s e  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  Kingdom which t h e  
Lord condemned. 

(16 )  J . S .  M b i t i ,  New Tes tament  E s c h a t o l o g y  i n  a n  A f r i c a n  Back- 
ground Oxford ,  1971 pp. 2 3 f .  
( 1 7 )  J. Dan ie lou ,  Vgm__H_eil_ d _ e ~ r - V o ~ e ~ ,  F r a n k f u r t ,  1952 pp.82-103. 



2 .  The C h u r c h  o f  t h e  Poor  

A n o t h e r  c o n s e q u e n c e  i s  n o t  l e s s  e v i d e n t :  i f  t h e  C h u r c h  i s  e v e r  
t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  r o l e  o f  t h e  S e r v a n t  M e s s i a h ,  i t  m u s t  b e  t h e c h u r c h  
o f  t h e  P o o r .  Time a n d  a g a i n  t h i s  t o p i c  h a s  come up i n  b i g  con-  
g r e s s e s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld ,  a n d  y e t  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  h a s  n o t  c h a n g e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e v e n  now. The C h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  
T h i r d  World  c o n t i n u e  t o  g i v e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  h i g h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  o f  r e l y i n g  on  t h e  power  o f  money 
a n d  p r e s t i g e - - i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t  f r o m  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s ,  
r e a l  a n d  i m a g i n a r y ,  w h i c h  we c l a i m  t o  p r a c t i s e .  

An immense new o r i e n t a t i o n  w i l l  mark t h e  new c o u r s e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  
World  m i s s i o n s :  t h e  f i r m  commitment  t o  p o v e r t y  as  an  e s s e n t i a l  
i n g r e d i e n t  f o r  a c r e d i b l e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,  r e c e i v i n g  
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  F a t h e r .  

Though w e  m e n t i o n  it o n l y  now, t h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  i n  o u r  work o f  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  m u s t  b e  g i v e n ,  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  s t a g e s  o f  o u r  
m i s s i o n a r y  w i t n e s s  a n d  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
good news s e e n  a s  ' t o t a l  l i b e r a t i o n '  o f  t h e  s o c i a l l y  a n d  e c o n o m i -  
c a l l y  o p p r e s s e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t o p  mos t  p r i o r i t y  t h a t  h a s  t o  b e  
p r o c l a i m e d  i n  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld  u n d e r  t h e  g i v e n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
b e f o r e  t i m e  r u n s  o u t  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  f o r c e s  t a k e  o v e r .  
C h i n a ' s  e x a m p l e ,  w h a t e v e r  o n e  may s a y  a g a i n s t  i t ,  w i l l  l a s t  as a 
p o w e r f u l  model  f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  T h i r d  World  i n  t h e  same f a s h i o n  
We s h o u l d  h a v e  no i l l u s i o n s :  r e l i g i o n  w i l l  b e  s e v e r e l y  t e s t e d  i n  
t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  t e s t  w i l l  b e  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  s o c i a l  q u e s -  
t i o n .  No r e l i g i o n ,  b e  i t  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  I s l a m  o r  H i n d u i s m ,  t h a t  
i s  u n a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  a  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  j u s t i c e  d w e l l s ,  h a s  a  c h a n c e  
o f  s e e i n g  much o f  t h e  t h i r d  m i l l e n i u m .  ( 1 8 )  

3 .  O n g o i n g  Renewal  

J u s t  a s  t h e  p u b l i c  m i s s i o n  work o f  t h e  L o r d  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a c l a r i o n  
c a l l  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n ,  s o  a l s o  t h e  new p h a s e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m i s s i o n  
s t a r t s  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  c a l l  w h i c h  i s  e x p r e s s e d  r e p e a t e d l y ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  i n  E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i  No. 15 :  'The  C h u r c h  is  t h e p e o p l e  
o f  God immersed  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o f t e n  t e m p t e d  by i d o l s  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  a l w a y s  n e e d s  t o  h e a r  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  
works  o f  G o d V . . . i n  b r i e f ,  t h i s  means t h a t  s h e  h a s  a c o n s t a n t  n e e d  
o f  b e i n g  e v a n g e l i z e d ,  i f  s h e  w i s h e s . . . t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  G o s p e l .  The 
S e c o n d  V a t i c a n  C o u n c i l  r e c a l l e d  a n d  t h e  1974 Synod v i g o r o u s l y  
t o o k  up a g a i n ,  t h i s  theme  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  w h i c h  i s  e v a n g e l i z e d  by 
c o n s t a n t  c o n v e r s i o n  a n d  r e n e w a l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e v a n g e l i z e  t h e  w o r l d  
w i t h  c r e d i b i l i t y ' .  

Some o f  t h e  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  would  a c t  a s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  
g e n u i n e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e r t e d  o n e s  would  b e  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  
t h a t  m i s s i o n  work i s  t h e  o v e r - f l o w  o f  t h e  C h r i s t - e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  c a n  n e v e r  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a d e e p  c o n c o m i t a n t  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  
a n d  l i f e  o f  p r a y e r .  M i s s i o n  work i s  n o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a s  i s  
m i s : t a k i n g l y  t h o u g h t  by  many, a  q u e s t i o n  o f  f i n a n c e s  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ,  
b u t  t h e  o v e r - f l o w  o f  t h e  C h r i s t - e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o  o t h e r s .  T h i s  p r e -  
s u p p o s e s  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  a  d e e p ,  g e n u i n e  l i f e  o f  p r a y e r .  

( 1 8 )  E .  Z e i t l e r  SVD, The S i g n s  o f  t h e  T imes  f o r  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  i n  
A s i a ,  K e y n o t e  A d d r e s s  f o r  t h e  A s i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  Major  S u p e r i o r s ,  - 
P u n e ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p. 2 6 .  



B .  The Chuzch o f  flop? -.-- 

The Church i n  t h e  T h i r d  Plorld h a s  t o  b e  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  h o p e .  I n  
t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h s  c o m p l e t e  a b s u r d i t y  t h a t  l i f e  c a n  p r o d u c e ;  t h e  
p o v e r t y ,  m i s e r y ,  o p p r e s s i o n ,  i n j u s t i c e  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  
t h e  c h r i s t i a n  believes t h a t  l i f e  h a s  n m e a n i n g .  H e  knows t h a t  
s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y  i s  r e a l i z e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i g h t y  w o r k s  o f  God 
f o r  h i s  c h o s e n  p e o p l e  a n d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a c t i o n s  o f  J e s u s  s o  
l o n g  a g o .  To b e l i c v o  i n  s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y  we have  a l s o  t o  i n v o l v e  
o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  a n d  movement God i n s p i r e s  t o d a y .  T h e r e  
i s  a  f e e l i n g  o f  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  a n d  h o p e l e s s n e s s  among many p e o p l e s  
i n  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld .  To t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  t o  b e  a  s i g n  
o f  h o p e .  We m u s t  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  beyond  a l l  o u r  h o r i z o n s ,  God 
a w a i t s  us  w i t h  h i s  p r o m i s e  o f  h i s  k ingdom.  F o r  God i s  a l w a y s  t h e  
God o f  t h e  Exodus and o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ;  He i s  a l w a y s  a h e a d  o f  
u s  on  o u r  way ,  l e a d i n g  us  o u t  o f  t h e  c a p t i v i t y ,  o f  t h e  u n f r e e  
c o n d i t i o n s  we have  c o n e  t o  t e r m s  w i t h ,  i n t o  t h e  l a n d  o f  f r e e d o m .  

The C h u r c h  h a s  t o  b e  a  s i g n  o f  t h i s  h o p e  t o  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld .  The 
L o r d  who r o s e  f rom t h e  d e a d ,  l i v e s .  He x i 1 1  s u r e l y  come a s  
Redeemer ,  a s  L i b e r a t o r .  " W r i t e  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  They a r e  t r u s t -  
w o r t h y  a n d  t r u e "  (Rev 2 1 . 5 ) .  

COMCLUS ION 

We h a v e  r e a c h c d  a  d e c i s i v e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n  h i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  T h i r d  World:  t h e r e  i s  no r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p a s t ,  n e i t h e r  t o  
t h e  p a s t  m i s s i o n  t h e o r i e s ,  n o r  t o  t h e  p a s t  m i s s i o n  m e t h o d s ,  n o r  
t o  t h e  p a s t  a i s s i o n  g o a l s .  ( 1 9 )  

A new e r a  h a s  s t z i t e d ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World  M i s s i o n ,  w h i c h  
grows h a r m o z i o u s l y  o a t  o f  t h s  p a s t  i n t o  a  new f u t u r e .  

The t i n y  T h i r d  Wolrld C h u r c h e s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  o n l y  ' m i s s i o n s ' ,  t h e  
r e c e p i e n t s  o f  m a t e r i a l  h e l p  a n d  o f  ' m i s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l ' .  They 
h a v e  now beer, e n t r u s : e d  b y  D i v i n e  P r o v i d e n c e  w i t h  a t r e m e n d o u s  
t a s k  t o  b e  a n d  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  Kingdom o f  Gcd i n  t h e  T h i r d  World 
w i t h  g r e a t  f a i t h ,  c n d  a  s t i l l  g r e a t e r  h o p e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e i r  
s u c c e s s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  Church  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  
p u t  up, z a y  kc EL-imal.  Zven s o ,  t h e  T h i r d  World C h u r c h e s  a r e  
c a l l e d  upon t o  ?rocl . : in G o d ' s  I c ing lon  23: o n l y  t o  t h e  T h i r d  World 
b u t  f a r  beyond  t o  t h e  w h o l e  worl*.. 

Our a t t i t u d e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  o n e  o f  f e a r  and d e s p a i r ,  b u t  o f  immense 
e x p e c t a t i o n .  The L o r d  o f  h i s t o r y  w i l l  m a n i f e s t  H i s  m i g h t y  d e e d s  
i n  t h i s  w o r l d  o f  o u r s .  

( 1 9 )  G .  Z e i t l c r  SVD, The F u t u r e  o f  M i s s i o n s ,  P u n e ,  1978  p .  2 2 .  

A b b r e v i a t i o n . ?  

AG - Ad Gen.:es, D e c r e e  02  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  A c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  Church  
LG - Lune2 C e n t e n ,  Dogmat ic  C o n s t i t u t i o n  on  t.he Church  
EN - - E v a n q s l i i .  N u i ? t i a G ,  A p o s t o l i c  E x h o r t a t i o n  o f  Pope P a u l  V I  



SOUTH AFRICA 

By F a t h e r  F r a n c i s  G e o r g e ,  o z i  

R i c h a r d  T u r n e r ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  The Eye o f  t h e  N e e d l e :  Toward 
P a r t i c i p a t o r y  Democracy i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( O r b i s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  was a 
l e c t u r e r  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  a t  t h e  u i i \ : c r s i t y  o f  N a t a l  i n  
Durban.  H e  was b a n n e d  i n  1973 .  I n  1 9 7 3 .  a i n o s t  a t  t h e  e x p i r -  
a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i v e  y e a r  b a n n i n g  o r d e r ,  he  was s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d  i n  
h i s  home by a n  anonymous z s s a s s i n .  H ; . s  book e x p o u n d s  a n  e c o n o m i c  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  Soil'ih d i r i c ? . : ~  s ~ c i e t y  and  p r o p o s e s  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s c h e m  o f  t h i n g s .  The c r i t i q u e  i s  
b a s e d  l a r g e l y  o n  M a r x i s t  e c o n o n i c  i n s i g h t s  and  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  
a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  " u t o p i z n "  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i z l i s n .  The e n t i r e  book i s  
a n  a r g u m e n t  f o r  " t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  u':op~en t h i n k i n g , "  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
a  r e l e n t l e s s l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  ~ ~ p p r o a c h  t o  f r e e  u s  f r o m  e x i s t i n g  
s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  e n s b l o  u s  'to worl: .Lc:~lard a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
f u t u r e .  

Some o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  i !?d?ls  M r .  T u r n e r  s k e t c h e s  h a v e  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  names:  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  s e ! > i t a l . i n 3 ,  s o c i a l i s n .  I n  r a t h e r  
g e n e r a l  t e r m s  h e  e x p l o r e s  t h e  v a l u c z  -::o b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e s e  mode l s  
a n d  t h e n  shows  t h e i r  c o n c r o t o  r s a l i z a t i o x  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  h i s -  
t o r y .  T u r n e r ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  5 s  " t h a t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  human mode l  i s  
( 1 )  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  C h r i s L i e . 3  n>h- :cs ,  a n d  ( 2 )  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  
c o n f l i c t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a "  6 .  T u r l l e r  w a n t s  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  t o  
work t o w a r d  a  mode l  h e  c a l l s  " p ? r t i c i p z t o r y  d e n o c r a c y " ;  a n d  i t s  
h i s t o r i c a l  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  morc d i f f i c r l t  t o  f i n d .  H e  m e n t i o n s  
some w o r k e r  r u n  f i r m s  i n  i i c s t e r n  ? .~rn!?z a n d  t!?c U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
I s r a e l i  k i b b u t z i m ,  T a n z a n i a n  U j a n a a  v i l l i g e s ,  p a r t s  o f  C z e c h o s -  
l o v a k i a n  i n d u s t r y  b e f o r e  1960:  s o n ?  ? h i n s e c  c o n n u n e s  a n d ,  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  o f  al.1. f o r  T ? ? r ? - r ,  Yuq ' j l av la i i  f a c t o r i e s .  The h e a r t  o f  
T u r n e r ' s  t h e s i s  i s  g i v e n  Fn T L a p t c r  5 ( rp .  5 2  t o  7 1 ) ,  i n  w h i c h  he  
w o r k s  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r?b lo r . s  t c  show t h a t  h i s  n o t i o n  o f  a  
p l a n n e d  economy i s  c o n p a t i b l c  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m .  J o i n i n g  l o n g  
r a n g e  p l a n n i n g  w i t h  decen!:r~.l:  z7.tFon cf c ~ n t r o l  a n d  d e c i s i o n  mak- 
i n g  i s  w h a t  r e l i g i o u s  ~ov::r~?nc::t h i s  bec!~? c h o u t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  
f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  s o  t h i s  c!~a-; l t?r  c a n  .;-? ~ f  ccncre:e i n t e r e s t  t o  mew 
b e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r n t i o n s .  

T u r n e r  a d d s  chap t21-s  o n  how t o  c d u c a t z  f o r  f r e e d o m  a n d  o n  
w h a t  d e m o c r a c y  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c e  woul; 1001: l i k e ,  were  it g e n u i n e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t o r y .  The p o s t s c r i p t  t o  t h c  book i s  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r ,  
g o i n g  i n t o  some d e t a i l  o n  means t o  c t iaayo t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n :  
e x p a n d i n g  o n e ' s  n e t w o r k  o f  f r i e n d :  l a o n g  2 c o ~ l e  o f  a l l  r a c e s ,  
a n a l y z i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  made conc~:f.::c! ic p c r s o n a l  b e h a v i o r ,  c h a n g i n g  
t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b r ! t t ~ n e n  5cn ? a 2  women, u s i n g  a c t u a l  
w o r k e r s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an?. .:i?.? !:;:~?l.-.ncl o t r r : c t c . r ec  ( T u r n e r  w i l l  
b e  c r i t i c i z e d  b y  maay f o r  a:c--,::ltl.l- 2.3-s.: 2s r u s e f u l  i n t e r -  
m e d i a t e  t o o l  f o r  b l a c k  e x > : - z s ~ i n : ? ! ,  :;:< f i n d i n g  s. c l e a r e r  r o l e  f o r  
t h e  c h u r c h e s  a s  a g e n t s  o t  - r c i z l  c:~,:.n.??. 3c c o v e r s  a  l o t  o f  
g r o u n d  i n  a  r e l a t i v e 1 : r  r::o~: h c o k  2 ;  I 7 3  ; s g 2 s ,  a n d  many o f  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n s  made i n  t h ?  p o s t s c r i ? ?  cou1.d b? of  h e l p  t o  t h o s e  look-  
i n g  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  ways  i n  v h F c Z  t o  :!or:< f o r  c h a n g e  i n  S o u t h  
A f r i c a .  



I t  s e e h s  u n g r a c i d u s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  criticize t h e  i d e a s  o f  a  
I n  vtho d i e d  f o r  them;  b u t  i t  wouid  b e  u n f a i r  t o  d e n y  T u r n e r  i n  

L a t h  t h e  d i a l o g u e  he  was u n j u s t l y  d e p r i v e d  o f  i n  l i f e .  ThreC 
g e n e r a l  c r i t i c i s m s  c a n  b e  made. 

1) S i n c e  T u r n e r  c a l l s  h i s  book t h e o r e t i c a l ,  t h e  b a s e s  o f  h i s  
t h e o r i e s ,  i f  weak,  c a n  u n d e r m i n e  h i s  w h o l e  l i n e  o f  a r g u m e d t .  A 
m a j o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  w e a k n e s s  i s  h i s  l o c a t i n g  t h e  r o o t  o f  r a c i a l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  t o o  many s t u d i e s  on  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  r a c i a l  
p r e j u d i c e  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  c l a s s  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  P e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  on  t h e  o n e  h a n d  and s o c i a l  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e s  on  t h e  o t h e r  c e r t a i n l y  i n f l u e n c e  e a c h  o t h e r  
r e c i p r o c a l l y ;  b u t  e v e n  T u r n e r  a d m i t s  t h a t  s e l f  i n t e r e s t  c a n n o t  b e  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  o r  ecomomic i n t e r e s t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  
c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t ,  o f  i t s e l f ,  demand t h e  com- 
p l i c a t e d  s y s t e m  o f  p a s s  l a w s ,  i m m o r a l i t y  a c t s ,  r a c i a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  
s u f f r a g e ,  g o v e r n m e n t  c e n s o r s h i p ,  a n t i - s u b v e r s i o n  m e a s u r e s ,  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  f r e e d o m  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o n  t r a d e  u n i o n s  t h a t  
a r e  l a w  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h e s e  l a w s  c o u l d  g o ,  a s  many S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  b u s i n e s s m e n  p l e a d ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
b a s i c  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m ;  i f  t h e y  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  
it i s  f o r  m u l t i p l e  r e a s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r a c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  s e n s i -  
t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  p r e d a t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  
I n  f a c t ,  a  p e c u l i a r l y  r e p u l s i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  
is  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  name o f  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  
" C h r i s t i a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n " ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  i m p o s e d  o n  i t s  p e o p l e  
many o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  f o u n d  i n  M a r x i s t  s o c i a l i s t  
s t a t e s .  The e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  e v e r y w h e r e ,  no  
m a t t e r  t h e  i d e o l o g y  l e g i t i m a t i n g  i t .  

A s e c o n d  t h e o r e t i c a l  w e a k n e s s  s t e m s  f rom T u r n e r ' s  r e l i a n c e  
o n  M a r x ' s  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r p l u s  v a l u e  o f  l a b o r ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  o n e  
t o  l a b e l  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o f i t  a s  t h e f t .  B a s i n g  o n e ' s  t h e o r y  o f  
e c o n o m i c  j u s t i c e  o n  M a r x ' s  n o t i o n  o f  s u r p l u s  v a l u e  is  a  l i t t l e  
l i k e  b a s i n g  o n e ' s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  on  t h e  S h r o u d  o f  
T u r i n :  t h e r e  may b e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  i t ,  b u t  t h e  t h e o r y  e n t a i l s  s o  
much t h a t  i s  e x t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  i s s u e  a t  h a n d  a n d  i s ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  
s t i l l  s o  l i t t l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c o m p e l l i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  
a p p e a l  o n l y  t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  c o n v e r t e d .  Only  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  con-  
v e r t e d  t o  a  M a r x i s t  w o r l d v i e w  c a n  r e a d  w i t h o u t  b l i n k i n g :  "... 
t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  why C h r i s t i a n  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  n o t  
p r a c t i c e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  b y  h a n d i n g  t h e i r  own e n t e r p r i s e s  o v e r  t o  
t h e  w o r k e r s "  ( p .  1 0 3 ,  e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ) .  

2 )  A l t h o u g h  p r i m a r i l y  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r k ,  T u r n e r ' s  book 
m e n t i o n s  a  number o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m p l e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  i d e a s .  
H e r e  t o o  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s .  A s  w e  l e a r n  more o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
C h i n a ,  t h e  c l a i m  o f  t h e  M a o i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  communes t o  h a v e  met  
t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  f e e d i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  r i n g s  more a n d  more 
h o l l o w  ( c f .  Mir iam London a n d  I v a n  London ,  "Runger  i n  C h i n a :  t h e  
F a i l u r e  o f  a  S y s t e m ? "  W o r l d v i e w ,  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p p .  4 4 - 4 9 ) .  
A l s o ,  T u r n e r ' s  f a v o r i t e  e x a m p l e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e  
Y u g o s l a v  w o r k e r s '  r e p u b l i c ,  h a d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Y u g o s l a v  
d i s s i d e n t s  c o m p a r a b l e  i n  t h e i r  s o c i e t y  t o  T u r n e r  i n  h i s ,  t h e  
h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e  ( 2 7 % ) ,  a  c h r o n i c  d e f i c i t  i n  
i t s  b a l a n c e  o f  p a y m e n t s  ( 6 . 2  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  l a s t  y e a r ,  w h i c h  
a g g r a v a t e s  i t s  20 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  f o r e i g n  l e a d e r s )  
a n d  a n  unemployment  r a t e  o f  1 2 6 ,  n o t  c o u n t i n g  t h e  m i l l i o n  



Yugoslav c i t i z e n s  who must  f i n d  work a b r o a d .  I f  phenomena s u c h  
a s  unehployment o r  underemployment,  i n f l a t i o n ,  h i g h  f o r e i g n  d e b t  
and t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  e x p o r t  s o  t h a t  p e o p l e  can-  
n o t  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  own l a b o r  a r e  a s  t r u e  o f  Poland a s  
t h e y  a r e  of  B r a z i l ,  t h e n  p e r h a p s  t h e s e  phenomena o c c u r  a t  a  c e r -  
t a i n  moment o f  economic deve lopmen t ,  no m a t t e r  i f  t h e  economic 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  a  s o c i e t y  i s  c a l l e d  " c a p i t a l i s t "  o r  " s o c i a l i s t " .  
Upon e x a m i n a t i o n ,  T u r n e r ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  examples  o f t e n  t u r n  o u t  t o  
be  a s  " t h e o r e t i c a l "  a s  t h e  model t h e y  a r e  meant t o  make c o n k r e t e .  

3 )  L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
be tween T u r n e r ' s  t h e o r y  of  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  democracy and t h e  C h r i s t -  
i a n i t y  he wants  t o  s a y  i n s p i r e s  and l e g i t i m a t e s  i t .  T u r n e r  p r o -  
p o s e s  a  r a t i o n a l i s t  economic model wh ich ,  i f  i t  worked,  would p ro -  
t e c t  c e r t a i n  v a l u e s ,  some o f  which a r e  d e a r  t o  b e l i e v e r s  i n  
C h r i s t ' s  s a l v i f i c  d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n .  Does t h i s  make h i s  
mode1 " C h r i s t i a n 1 ' 7  The Gospe l s  t e l l  t h e  b e l i e v e r  t h a t  God's  k i n g -  
dom i s  a  r e i g n  o f  j u s t i c e  and p e a c e ,  o f  t r u t h  and f reedom,  o f  
g e n e r o s i t y  and l o v e .  What t h e s e  words meah i s  v e r y  much med ia t ed  
by t h e  c u l t u r e  i n  which t h e y  a r e  spoken .  What t h e y  s h o u l d  mean 
must be med ia t ed  by a n  e s c h a t o l o g y  which i s  n o t  open  t o  e v e r y  form 
o f  u t o p i a n  t h i n k i n g .  I g n o r i n g  t h e s e  c a v e a t s ,  w e l l - i n t e n t i b n e d  
p e o p l e  who happen t o  be C h r i s t i a n  can p r o c l a i m  u n i v e r s a l  r a t i o n -  
a l i s t  p a n a c e a s  and c a l l  t h i s  a n  a c t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  p r o p h e t i s m .  
T u r n e r ' s  t h e o r y  h a s  f e a t u r e s  which some C h r i s t i a n s ,  and o t h e r s ,  
might  f i n d  a t t r a c t i v e ;  b u t  i t ' s  o n l y  one of  many s o c i a l  o r d e r s  
more o r  l e s s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f .  

A eecond book,  The Church S t r u g q l e  in :  S o u t h  A f r i c a  (Eetdmans : 
Grand R a p i d s ,  ~ i c h i g a n ,  1 4 7 9 ) ,  i g  by John W .  de Gruchy,  a  i e c -  
t u r e r  i h - t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  s t u d i a s  a t  t h e  ~ n i v e r d i t y  o f  
Capetown and a  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church o f  
S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  T h i s  book i s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  l e s s  
t h e o r e t i c a l  and more h i s t o r i c a l  t h a n  T u r n e r ' s  i n  i t s  approach  and 
a n a l y s i s .  

To b e g i n ,  d e  Gruchy t r a c e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  church  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  from t h e  coming o f  t h e  Dutch 
( 1 6 5 2 )  and t h e  French  Huguenots  ( 1 6 6 8 )  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  De Gruchy w r i t e s  
mos t ly  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s ,  t r e a t i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church 
t a n g e n t i a l l y .  The Dutch Reformed Church ,  C a l v i n i s t  i n  i t s  t h e o -  
l o g y  b u t  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  i t s  Sou th  A f r i c a n  development  b y  b o t h  
l i b e r a l i s m  and e v a n g e l i c a l i s m ,  was and r e m a i n s ,  i n  i t s  t h r e e  major  
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  t h e  A f r i k a n e r .  E n g l i s h -  
s p e a k i n g  c h u r c h e s  a r e  t h e  M e t h o d i s t ,  A n g l i c a n ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  and 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t .  The c h u r c h e s  were a  means o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  
e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  t h e i r  w h i t e  a d h e r e n t s .  To r e a c h  b l a c k  A f r i c a n s ,  
t h e  Dutch Reformed d e n o m i n a t i o n s  c r e a t e d  b l a c k  d a u g h t e r  c h u r c h e s .  
The E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  c h u r c h e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  m i s e i o n s ,  which even-  
t u a l l y  changed t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  i n t o  m u l t i r a c i a l  denomina t ions  w i t h  
w h i t e  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
c h u r c h e s  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  awakening o f  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s m .  

Next ,  de Gruchy t e l l s  i n  more d e t a i l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
c h u r c h s '  s t r u g g l e s  a round  t h e  i s s u e  o f  a p a r t h e i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  
t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  p a r t y ' s  e l e c t o r a l  v i c t o r y  i n  1 9 4 8  made t h i s  t h e o r y  
t h e  g u i d i n g  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  government o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  The a u t h o r  
c a r e f u l l y  a n a l y z e s  major  C o n f e r e n c e ,  Synod and G e n e r a l  Assembly 
d e c l a r a t i o n s .  Two i m p r e s s i o n s  emerge from h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n :  1) 
t h e  c o n s t a n t  and s t r o n g l y  e x p r e s s e d  moral  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  



E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  churches  t o  a p a r t h e i d  and i t s  a t t e n d a n t  l e g i s -  
l a t i o n :  t h e  Group Areas a c t ,  i m m o r a l i t y  a c t ,  e d u c a t i o n  a c t ,  job 
r e s e r v a t i o n ,  s e c u r i t y  a c t ,  p a s s  l aws ,  t h e  farm p r i s o n  sys t em;  2 )  
t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  government i s  i t s e l f  v o c a l l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  Church p o l i t i c s  and i n  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  d e b a t e s .  Beyond 
t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  and t h e  p a p e r s ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  s t o r y  of  
e v e n t s - - t h e  r e a c t i o n  t o  S h a r p e v i  l l e  (March, 1960) and t h e  C o t t e s -  
l o e  C o n s u l t a t i o n  (December, 1 9 6 0 ) ;  t h e  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  World 
Counc i l  of  Churches ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  1970 Program t o  Com- 
b a t  Racism and t h e  t e n s i o n s  i n  t h e  Sou th  A f r i c a n  Counc i l  of  
Churches ;  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  Beyers  Naude and t h e  C o n f e s s i n g  Church 
movement c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  I n s t i t u t e ;  t h e  p u b l i c  d i a l o g u e  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Spro-Cas r e p o r t s ;  and t h e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t -  
i o n  d e b a t e  o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

The b l a c k  C h r i s t i a n  r e s p o n s e  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  Univer-  
s i t y  C h r i s t i a n  Movement and ,  more s p e c u l a t i v e l y ,  i n  a  b l a c k  Sou th  
A f r i c a n  t h e o l o g y  of l i b e r a t i o n .  The government ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  
b l a c k  i n i t i a t i v e s  was,  a s  usua1,more b r u t a l l y  d i r e c t  and r e p r e s s -  
i v e .  De Gruchy shows how t h e  s t o r y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  
between government and b l a c k  C h r i s t i a n s  i s  a l s o  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  
g r a d u a l  s u p e r s e d i n g  of  t r i b a l  i d e n t i t i e s  by b l a c k  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  of  t h e  book i s  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t .  I t  e x p l o r e s  t h e  t h e o l o g y  of  t h e  Kingdom o f  God, con-  
s i d e r i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s  t h r e e  c o n s t a n t  themes:  1 )  t h e  
s o v e r e i g n t y  of  God o v e r  h i s t o r y ,  2 )  t h e  r edempt ive  g r a c e  o f  God 
i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  and t h e  community, and 3 )  t h e  
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  o f  God's u l t i m a t e  
purpose  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  The c o n t e x t s  i n  which t h e s e  
themes a r e  examined a r e  North America,  South  A f r i c a  and Sou th  
America. De Gruchy g i v e s  a  c l e a r  and comprehens ive  a n a l y s i s  o f  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between f a i t h  and i d e o l o g i e s  and makes an  a r g u a b l e  
s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  v i o l e n c e :  "Those who a rgue  t h a t  i n  some c a s e s ,  
a s  i n  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  movements, v i o l e n c e  may be n e c e s s a r y ,  have 
t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h  ( J o h n )  Yoder ' s  comment: ' I f  v i o l e n c e  i s  n o t  
a lways  wrong, t h e n  s t r u c t u r a l  v i o l e n c e  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  wrong 
e i t h e r ' .  You canno t  have it b o t h  ways" ( p .  2 3 2 ) .  Re f i n i s h e s  
t h e  book w i t h  a  p l e a  f o r  church  u n i t y  s o  t h a t  t h e  church  w i l l  be 
a  more e f f e c t i v e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h a t  peace  and j u s t i c e  which a r e  t h e  
s i g n s  o f  God's kingdom. 

Both books a r e  g r a c e d  w i t h  a  fo reward  by Alan P a t o n .  
M r .  Pa ton ,  from t h e  d e p t h s  of  h i s  own C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  w r i t e s  o f  
s i g n s  o f  hope and o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  change .  He w r i t e s  a l s o  o f  
t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  t e n s i o n  between w h i t e  s e c u r i t y  and b l a c k  l i b e r -  
a t i o n  i n  t h e  church  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o f  t h e  c o n t r a s t  between 
t h e  Church o f  t h e  Na t ion  and t h e  Church o f  C h r i s t .  

What b o t h  books make c l e a r  i s  t h a t  s t r a t e g i c  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
f o r  change i n  South  A f r i c a ,  and e l s e w h e r e ,  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  a  t h e o -  
logy  o f  h i s t o r y ,  sometimes e x p l i c i t  and sometimes n o t .  When 
s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y  i s  t o o  c l o s e l y  wedded t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  any 
p e o p l e ,  t h e n  S a c r e d  S c r i p t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t ,  can 
be t o o  e a s i l y  s e a r c h e d  a s  a  casebook o f  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n .  The 
exodus s t o r y ,  f o r  example ,  has  been  used  a s  a  s a c r e d  p r e c e d e n t  by 
A f r i k a n e r s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  t r e k ,  by Z i o n i s t s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  West Bank and by l i b e r a t i o n  t h e o l o g i a n s  t o  ju s -  
t i f y  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  South  America. When, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 



t h e r e  i s  no s e n s e  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God 
moving i n  t h e  wor ld  and t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  e v e r y  p e o p l e  f o r  f r e e -  
dom and j u s t i c e ,  t h e n  church  p e o p l e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  speak  t o  t h e i r  
own s o c i e t y  e x c e p t  i n  m o r a l i s t i c  o r  s e n t i m e n t a l  t e r m s .  

Among r e l i g i o u s l y  o r i e n t e d  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
o f  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who s e e  v e r y  c l e a r l y ,  i n  l i n e  
w i t h  V a t i c a n  11, t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  must remain f r e e  t o  e v a n g e l i z e  
and be  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  wha teve r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic o r d e r  
o b t a i n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Some o f  t h e s e ,  however,  a r e  n o t  e s p e -  
c i a l l y  e x e r c i s e d  a b o u t  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of  e n t i r e  p e o p l e s  and a r e  
p e r h a p s  a  b i t  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  many freedoms c l a imed  a s  r i g h t s  by 
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  l i b e r a l  c u l t u r e s .  O t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  many o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  World C o u n c i l  o f  
Churches ,  a r e  v e r y  i n s i s t e n t  on t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e s ,  seem- 
i n g l y  l e s s  conce rned  a b o u t  t h e  independence  o f  t h e  Church and 
sometimes s c o r n f u l  of  i n d i v i d u a l  f reedoms,  which a r e  s a i d  t o  be 
t i e d  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  and a  c e r t a i n  t y p e  o f  economic s t r u c -  
t u r e .  But  from h i s t o r y ,  b o t h  a n c i e n t  and r e c e n t ,  it i s  n o t  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  any p ro found  s o c i a l  change which d o e s n ' t  guar -  
a n t e e  b a s i c  f reedoms f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  freedom t o  
d i s s e n t  p u b l i c l y ,  h a s  soon ended w i t h  a  l e s s  t h a n  l i b e r a t e d  p e o p l e  
and a  c h u r c h  h i g h l y  dependen t  on t h e  s t a t e  and hampered i n  e x e r -  
c i s i n g  i t s  r i g h t  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  Gospel .  I n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  Kingdom o f  
God, i n  Sou th  A f r i c a  and e l s e w h e r e ,  can  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and o t h e r  
r e l i g i o u s  p e o p l e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  f r eedoms ,  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  
o f  p e o p l e s  and t h e  independence  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ?  

SOUTH AFRICA 
CRISIS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE A N G L I C A N  CHURCH.  

P r e t o r i a ,  1 s t  Februa ry  1980 - ( D I A )  - 
An i m p o r t a n t  c o n f l i c t  seems t o  be t a k i n g  form between t h e  

Angl ican  Church and t h e  Sou th  A f r i c a n  Government, a f t e r  t h e  d e c i -  
s i o n  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Church t o  i g n o r e  t h e  laws  r e q u i r i n g  a n  
o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i s a t i o n  f o r  m u l t i - r a c i a l  m e e t i n g s .  

The l e a d e r  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  P r o g r e s s i v e  P a r t y ,  D r .  F r e d e r i c k V a n  
Zyl S l a b b e r t ,  r e c e n t l y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i f  Sou th  A f r i c a  would n o t  
abandon i t s  l i n e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  conduc t  which i s  opposed  t o  t h e  r e l i -  
g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Churches ,  t h e r e  would be a  
g r e a t  dange r  f o r  c o n f l i c t  be tween t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  Churches .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  D r .  S l a b b e r t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h i s  p a r t y  does  n o t  f a v o u r  
v i o l e n c e  a s  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  law on t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  
r a c i a l  g r o u p s ( g r 0 u p  A r e a ' s  A c t ) ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  i s  f i r m l y  opposed  t o  
t h i s  a c t .  

Moreover,  Archbishop B i l l  B u r n e t t ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a s y n o d  a t  
Grahamstown r e c e n t l y ,  a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Church 
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u n c t i o n  l e g a l l y  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  The d e l e g a t e s  t o  
t h e  synod a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  recommending t o  t h e  World 
C o u n c i l  o f  Churches  (WCC) t o  combat r a c i s m ,  w h i l s t  some o f  them 
even went s o  f a r  a s  comparing t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e c h u r c h  
i n  Nazi Germany. "What h a s  happened i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  Synod o f  
t h e  Angl ican  Church i n  Grahamstown c o n s t i t u t e s  a  p r o v o c a t i o n " ,  
d e c l a r e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  Sou th  A f r i c a n  Radio .  

The c o n f l i c t  h a s  grown worse w i t h  t h e  announcement o f  com- 
p l a i n t s  l odged  by t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  Rev. 
David Russe l  who t r a n s g r e s s e d  an i n t e r d i c t i o n  a g a i n s t  him s i n c e  
December 1977, b y  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  Synod. 
R e f e r e n c e :  DOCUMENTATION A N D  INFORMATION FOR A N D  ABOUT AFRICA, 
30 th  J a n u a r y ,  1980, 1 6 t h  Yea r ,  No.43. 



FAMILY 

Code N o .  T i t l e  o f  Document 

5  .ADS Kenya B i s h o p s l I s s u e  P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r  o n  F a m i l y  a n d  
( 1 7 7 / 7 9 )  R e s p o n s i b l e  P a r e n t h o o d ,  I n  AHECEA DOCUMENTATION 

SERVICE, N O .  1 7 7 ,  1979 .  p p .  2-9. 

5 . F  P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r  C o n c e r n i n g  F a m i l y  L i f e ,  I n  FIDES, 
( 2 9 3 5 / 7 9 )  N O .  2 9 3 5 ,  1 9 7 9 .  p p .  164-169 .  

5.CEM ( M )  I1 F a n c i u l l o  n e l l a  C o m u n i t a  Umana--La F a m i g l i a ,  I n  
( 8 / 9 / 7 9 )  CEM MONDIALITA, Anno 8 ,  S e t t e m b r e  1 9 7 9 .  p p .  1 -39 .  

4 / 3 5 3 4  The F a m i l y  T o d a y ,  F a i t h f u l n e s s ,  I n  THE TABLET, 1979. 
2 p a g e s .  

The  F a m i l y  Today :  M a r r i a g e  a n d  C h i l d r e n ,  I n  THE 
TABLET, 1 9 7 9 .  2  p a g e s .  

The F a m i l y  T o d a y ,  I n  THE TABLET, 7 t h  J u l y ,  1 9 7 9 .  
2  p a g e s  . 

5  . R  The R o l e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  F a m i l y  i n  t h e  Modern 
( 1 9 7 / 7 9 )  W o r l d ,  I n  REPRINTS No. 1 9 7 ,  1 9 7 9 .  p p .  627-643 .  

The  Role  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  F a m i l y  i n  t h e  ~ o d e r n w o r l d ,  
I n  THE TABLET, 30 J u n e ,  1979 .  s y n o d  w o r k i n g  p a p e r .  

4 / 3 5 8 1  The N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c  P h y s i c i a n s '  
G u i l d s ,  i n  THE LINACRE QUARTERLY, V o l .  4 5 ,  No. 4 ,  
1978 .  4 3 2  p a g e s .  

4 /  359 1 N a t u r a l  S e x ,  Rawson,  WADE P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c .  N e w  Y o r k ,  
1979 .  2 7 3  p a g e s .  

4 / 3 5 7 9  E d u c a t i o n a l  Handbook:  A G u i d e  t o  t h e  F a m i l y  F e r -  
t i l i t y  E d u c a t i o n  L e a r n i n g  P a c k a g e ,  1 9 7 9 .  75 p a g e s .  

4 /  3584 Advance  M a i l i n g  Summar ies  o r  A b s t r a c t  o f  NFP Work- 
s h o p  P r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  J u n e  27-29 ,  1 9 7 9 .  31 p a g e s .  

IFFLP A f r i c a n  NFP I n s t r u c t o r  P r o j e c t  1978-1980 ,  
P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t :  No. 1 ,  1 9 7 9 .  25  p a g e s .  

2.MM S a l v a t i o n  H i s t o r y  B e g i n s  W i t h  t h e  F a m i l y ,  I n  MARY- 
( ~ 7 3 / 1 2 / 7 9 )  KNOLL, V o l .  7 3 ,  No. 1 2 ,  1 9 7 9 .  p p .  2-64.  

2 .  CSSP La F a m i l l e  C h i n o i s e ,  I n  SPIRITUS No. 7 7 ,  1 9 7 9 .  
( S 7 7 / 7 9 )  p p .  356-372.  

2.CSSP Q u e l l e  P a r o l e  P o u r  Q u e l l e  F a m i l l e ?  I n  SPIRITUS, 
( S 7 7 / 7 9 )  N O .  7 7 ,  1 9 7 9 .  p p .  386-400.  

2.  FSCJ La F a m i g l i a  C r i s t i a n a ,  I n  MUNDO NEGRO. N O .  2 0 5 ,  
( M N  2 0 5 / 7 8 )  1 9 7 8 .  p p .  26-30.  

4 / 2 9 6  1  The  C h a n g i n g  F a m i l y  P a t t e r n  i n  I n d i a ,  b y  F a t h e r  
An thony  D ' S o u z a ,  S J . ,  16 p a g e s .  

The  F a m i l y  i n  E a s t  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a :  P e r s i s t e n c e  
a n d  C h a n g e ,  by  Mercedes  B .  C o n c e c i o n .  1 3  p a g e s  

SECAH. Symposium o f  E p i s c o p a l  C o n f e r e n c e s o f  A f r i c a  
andnadagascar, 1 9 7 8 .  p p .  1 2 .  

5  .C (USG) " D e f i s  e t  A s p e c t s  P o s i t i f s  d a n s  l a  C r i s e  d e  l a  
( 4 / 8 0 )  F a m i l l e  D ' A u j o u r d ' h u i "  I n  USG CONVENTUS MENSILIS; 

C i r c . N . 4 / 8 0 ,  16 J a n v i e r ,  1980 .  p p . 2 - 7 .  



COMING EVENTS 
. . . . . . . . . . a * .  

SEDOS SEMINAR/GENERAL ASSEMBLY w i l l  be h e l d  on Thursday ,  1 2 t h  
J u n e ,  1980 from 8.30 a.m. t o  5.30 p.m. a t  t h e  G e n e r a l a t e  of  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  B r o t h e r s ,  Via A u r e l i a  476. 

The theme w i l l  b e :  

A D i f f e r e n t  Tomorrow 

( a  r e p o r t  on t h e  Melbourne C o n f e r e n c e )  

The Conference  b o o k l e t  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r  a s  " t h e  
p r a y e r  t h a t  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  tomorrow". 

The Sedos  Seminar  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  r e p o r t  on t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  
o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  r e f l e c t i o n  g roups  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  
r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  m i s s i o n .  Cop ies  
o f  t h e  Confe rence  b o o k l e t  i n  F rench  and E n g l i s h  w i l l  be d i s t r i b -  
u t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Seminar  a s  p r e p a r a t o r y  m a t e r i a l .  

Course on THE I N T E G R A T I O N  OF PSYCHOLOGICAL A N D  SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 
t h i s  i s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  c o u r s e  t o  be conducted  i n  E n g l i s h  a t  V i l l a  
C a v a l l e t t i  ( G r o t t a f e r r a t a ,  Rome) from June  8 t h  t o  1 6 t h ,  1980, by 
F r .  Anthony de Mel lo ,  well-known a u t h o r  o f  'Sadhana--a  way t o  
God'. P r e f e r e n c e  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  members o f  
Genera l  C o u n c i l s ,  up t o  March 3 1 s t ;  o t h e r s  may a p p l y  l a t e r .  
I n f o r m a t i o n  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  a t :  Centrum Igna t i anum,  Borgo S .  
S p i r i t 0  3A - T e l .  656 .98 .41  ( any  weekday, 9-12 a . m . ) .  

ON-GOING FORMATION COURSE FOR MISSIONARIES--The men's and women's 
m i s s i o n a r y  i n s t i t u t e s  o f  I t a l i a n  o r i g i n  w i l l  s p o n s o r  a  f o r m a t i o n  
c o u r s e  from 1 9 t h  May t o  1 2 t h  June  on  t h e  theme: 

The Role  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  i n  t h e  
Format ion  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Communities 

The c o u r s e  i s  o r i e n t a t e d  towards  b i b l i c a l ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  and e c c l e -  
s i a l  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  fundamenta l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
community i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e s .  

The l anguage  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  I t a l i a n .  The venue i s  C e n t r o  I n t e r -  
n a z i o n a l e  d i  Animazione M i s s i o n a r i a ,  V i a l e  d e l l e  Mura A u r e l i a  4 ,  
00152 Roma. 

For f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t :  P .  F i l i p p o  ~ o m m i s s a r i ,  pime 
v i a  F .  D .  G u e r r a z z i  1 1  
00152 Roma 
T e l .  06 /589 .79 .41  




