


(Sedas is grateful  to the Order of Fr ia rs  Minor for  permission to p r i n t  
the following report  on Taiwan given a t  t h e i r  recent meeting i n  the Far 
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TAE LOCAL CHURCH I N  TAIWAN 

BY 

Fr. Paul P. Pang, ofm 

Introduction 

Areawise I should be talking about the local  churches i n  Hong Kong, 
Macao, Singapore and Taiwan. However, l e s t  I should be gui l ty  of giving 
you only a f lee t ing  glance a t  a l l  these chutches, I have decided t o  l i m i t  
myself to a consideration of the local  church i n  Taiwan. I would l i k e  to 
re f l ec t  upon and share with you some views on its growth, i t s  present 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  and i t s  future.  

On the note of actual i ty ,  t h i s  paper draws heavily on materials 
provided by the sec re t a r i a t  of the Chinese Bishops' Conference, some as  
recent a s  December 7, 1977. The grea t  kindness of i ts  Secretary General, 
the Reverend Father Gabriel Ly, i s  hereby publicly acknowledged. 

General Outline 

Taiwan's population today i s  about 17,000,000 on an is land area of 
13,885 square miles. The Catholic population i s  said to be about 300,000, 
belonging t o  more than 400 parishes and 700 mission s ta t ions.  Some of the 
mission s ta t ions function also a s  parishes because of t h e i r  s i ze  and 
distance. The mobility of personnel involved i n  evangelization has been 
grea t  the l a s t  few years and it is shown as follcus:  t&re were 834 
pr i e s t s  i n  1968, but 753 i n  1975; 1256 s i s t e r s  i n  1974 but 1065 i n  1975; 
108 brothers i n  1968 but 82 i n  1975; 65 major seminarians i n  1968 and 93 
i n  1975 - the only encouraging note i n  the mentioned survey of 1975. The 
age breakdown is as  follows: average age f o r  p r i e s t s  i s  54.03: 51.83 
fo r  the 360 local p r i e s t s  and 56.05 for  the 393 foreign missioners; for  
the s i s t e r s  the figure is  44.90: 41.34 for  the 718 loca l  s i s t e r s  and 
52.22 for  the 347 foreign s i s t e r s ;  51.43 f o r  the brothers: 44.18 f o r  the 
33 native brothers 56.42 for  the missionary brothers. 

Evangelization f i r s t  s t a r t ed  i n  Taiwan i n  1626 by f ive  Spanish 
Dominicans from Manila. However, they were driven from the Island 16 
years l a t e r ,  leaving behind more than 4,000 baptized aborigines. In 1715, 
a Je su i t  p r i e s t ,  Father J. B. de Mailla, v i s i ted  the Island t o  chart  a 
map of Taiwm a t  the request of the Emperor of China. That was the only 
record of the presence of a p r i e s t  i n  Taiwan i n  the tplo hundred years 
between 1642 and 1859 when the Island was again entrusted to the care of 
the Dominicans from Amoy, Fukien. They s ta r ted  work i n  the south of 
Taiwan, then cal led Fonmsa. It is t o  be noted t h a t  t h i s  ear ly  evan- 
gelization has taken deep roots as  mst vocations come from the two 
southern dioceses even today. 

However, taking in to  consideration the f a c t  t h a t  un t i l  the end of 
1949, the whole of Taiwan was only one apostolic prefecture detached 
from the diocese of m y ,  Fukien, the church of Taiwan may s t i l l  be 
considered young. Its r ea l  growth and expansion s t a r t ed  i n  the ear ly  
1950's when a grea t  number of p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s ,  forced to leave the 
Chinese Mainland, chose Taiwan as  t h e i r  Mission f ie ld .  I t  flourished 
rapidly for  two decades, growing from a membership of about 10,000 
Catholics i n  1949 t o  a 300,000 member community i n  1968. Taiwan i s  now 
divided in to  one archdiocese, s i x  dioceses and two fur ther  special  
ecc les ias t ica l  regions. 



The apostolate of the Taiwan Church has extended i t s e l f  widely but 
thinly - engaged i n  a l l  spheres of social  and ecc les ia l  l i f e :  education, 
soc ia l  welfare, youth assistance programmes, social  development, mass 
w m k i c a t i o n s ,  an ecumenical movement a s  well a s  catechetical  training, 
a l i t u rg i ca l  renewal programme, pastoral  schemes and indigenization 
programmes. 

In education alone the expansion was monumental. Instead of the 
single catholic secondary school on the Island i n  1950, the Church today 
boasts of one university, two colleges, some 30 secondary schools, 10 
technical schools, 10 primary schools and more than 400 kindergartens. 
Despite the f a c t  t h a t  the Government has been offer ing f ree  nine-year 
education since the l a t e  19601s, t h i s  record is qui te  an achievement. A t  
present, a b u t  one fourth of our pr ies t s  and brothers and one t h i r d  of 
the s i s t e r s  a r e  engaged i n  educational work as  t h e i r  principal apostolate. 
However, education i s  not considered one of  the most impartant forms of 
apostolate of the Church of Taiwan. 

The social  welfare programmes have likewise seen grea t  growth. In 
the l a s t  two decades and more, from 1950 t o  1975, some twenty hospitals 
w i t h  more than 3,000 beds and more than 40 c l in i c s  have been opened. 
There are a l so  two homes for  the aged and three orphanages. Hostels 
catering for  students attending government schmls  and young workers 
number some 70 i n  1977. One hostel  alone i n  Hsintien near Taipei 
accomdates about one thousand working g i r l s .  

A new form of apostolate is  the Migrant Worker Centres. The Friend- 
ship House i n  Taipei runs a Catholic Migrant Service Centre. I t s  s t a f f  
receives and organizes the regis t ra t ion cards of the W g r a n t s  and 
shares the information with the pastors i n t o  whose parishes these people 
move and o f fe r s  other re la ted services such a s  job placement and hostel  
a c c o d a t i o n s .  Another Migrant Worker Centre, opened i n  Hsinchu, operates 
i n  conjunction with a Social Service Stand a t  the bus tennlnal i n  the 
c i ty .  This i s  also a jo in t  service w i t h  gove-nt agencies. Vocational 
guidance and assistance i n  job placement are available.  Here the social  
workers es tabl ish rapport with factory managers and acquaint them with 
Christian social  principles.  There is also a similar Social Service 
Centre i n  Taichung and a hostel  catering for  aborigines from f ive 
d i f fe ren t  t r i bes  who come t o  work i n  factor ies  i n  the Taichung area. 

There a r e  many other forms of apostolate requiring, almost a l l  of 
t h e m ,  some kind of specialized personnel, such as  communications media, 
from radio to televis ion programming, from simple publications of books 
and newspapers t o  highly technical film edi t ing;  family welfare pro- 
grammes, from match-making, family planning t o  patching-up of broken 
marriages and families; hospital  and c l in i ca l  services,  from caring for  
t he  sick to training nursing s t a f f s  as well a s  act ively dialoguing i n  
ecumenical committees w i t h  both Christian churches and non-christian 
religions.  

Di f f icu l t ies  of Growth 

However, by the ear ly  701s, the Church i n  Taiwan has stopped growing 
almost completely, a t  l e a s t  numerically. The annual adult  baptisms have 
dropped from the 18,500 record high i n  1963 to the l e s s  than two thousand 
low i n  1973. And there is no sign t h a t  the drop has been stopped. The 
drop i n  church attendance too, is most alarming, especially i n  rura l  and 
township d i s t r i c t s .  Except i n  some fashionable churches i n  the big .. 
Cit ies ,  the Sunday Mass attendance has f a l l en  to a p i t i f u l l y  low 12-15 
percent of parishioners. The ignorance of and the lack of i n t e re s t  i n  
re l igion among the youth i n  general is indeed very alarming. 

This unhealthy s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  is blamed on three factors.  F i r s t ,  
the conversions of the l a s t  two flourishing decades were not deeply 
rooted and those Christians are  now generally termed "Noodle Christians". 
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Second, i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and u r b a n i z a t b n  have caused a g r e a t  r u r a l  
exodus w i t h  the r e s u l t  t h a t  many converts have l o s t  contact  with the 
Church. Third, the  r e l a t i v e l y  high and sti l l  r i s i n g  l i v i n g  standards 
have confirmed people's i n i t i a l  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and s e c u l a r i s t i c  approach 
i n  l i f e ,  thus weakening very notably the  notion of t r a d i t i o n a l  values and 
CUInmunity control  and t h e  sense of belonging. The Church has been r a t h e r  
slow i n  reassessing and adapting t o  the new s i t u a t i o n .  

Taking a r e a l i s t i c  look a t  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  obtained i n  1975, 
the  Church i n  Taiwan is pa in fu l ly  aware t h a t  t h e  coming decade w i l l . s e e  
i t s  a c t i v e  c lergy s i g n i f i c a n t l y  weakened by advancing age, deaths,  
ret irements and people who continue t o  ask t o  be re l ieved of  t h e i r  sacer- 
dota l  obl igat ions .  There is  a s l i g h t l y  encouraging s ign of a r e tu rn  of  
vocations,  but  it is sti l l  too small t o  be of  any comfort. Fortunately, 
the re  is a b r igh t  s ide  i n  the  dark p i c t u r e , o f  t h e  th ings  and t h a t  is t h e  
s t e a d i l y  growing communities of young l o c a l  sisters. 

Some Proposed Remedies 

The Chinese Bishops' Conference is acute ly  aware of  t h e  growing 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e  Church i n  Taiwan i s  bound t o  face i n  the  near future:  
people ' s  growing ind i f fe reace  towards re l ig ion ,  shortage of manpower both 
i n  maintaining e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and i n  f inding new forms -f 
apos to l s t e .  The Church must make C h r i s t i a n i t y  more re levan t  and more 
a t t r a c t i v e  t o  soc ie ty  a t  l a rge .  

Some remedies a r e  prowsed.  F i r s t ,  s ince  it is inev i t ab le  t h a t  the 
number of a c t i v e  c lergy is g e t t i n g  smaller ,  it is des i rab le  t h a t  s i s t e r s  
be t r a i n e d  t o  a s s i s t  o r  even replace p r i e s t s  i n  pas to ra l  and ca teche t i ca l  
min i s t r i e s .  Therefore more t r a in ing  i n s t i t u t e s  should be es tabl ished.  
A t  present  the re  a r e  already three  such i n s t i t u t e s  i n  Taiwan where 
pas to ra l  and doc t r ina l  t r a i n i n g  is  provided. They are :  The Fons Vitas,  
the Taiwan Pas tora l  I n s t i t u t e  and Fu Jen Theologate. However a more 
thorough study must be c a r r i e d  ou t  t o  determine what s p e c i f i c  min i s t r i e s  
t h e  s i s t e r s  should be t r a ined  i n  and what ac tua l  r o l e  they should be 
asked t o  play i n  the fu ture  par ish  set-up. 

Second, many of the  present  forms of a ~ s t o l a t e  such a s  hosp i t a l  
se rv ices ,  educational  and s o c i a l  welfare i n s t i t u t i o n s  which a t  t h e  moment 
s t i l l  demand so  much a t t en t ion  of many p r i e s t s  and nuns, should gradually 
be handed over t o  t r a ined  l a y  people, thus d i n g  p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  
aVail&.de f o r  t h e i r  primary object ive  of  d i r e c t  evangelizat ion.  Therefore 
g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  must be made to r e c r u i t ,  educate and respect  l a y  t a l e n t s .  

Since it is the  mumon wish of  a l l  people concerned t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
l o c a l  Church i n  China, a new and more v iable  concept of cooperation m u s t  
be worked o u t  between the  l o c a l  c lergy and t h e  numerous r e l i g i o u s  congre- 
gat ions.  I t  is deemed mst appropriate t h a t  the l o c a l  c lergy be given 
t h e  respons ib i l i ty  of indigenizat ion wben deciding on forms of c u l t u r a l  
apostola te ,  on o r i e n t a t i o n  of philosophp, theology, s p i r i t u a l i t y  and 
l i t u r g y  and seminary education and formation i n  general whereas t h e  whole 
clergy,  both missionary and l o c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and diocesan, can be equal ly  
involved i n  o the r  forms of  apostola te  such a s  diocesan and par ish  
administrat ion,  pas to ra l  and ca teche t i ca l  m i n i s t r i e s ,  s tudent  counsell ing 
and s o c i a l  services .  The CBC is reserving i ts  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  tendency 
of some missionary s o c i e t i e s  t o  re l inqu i sh  a l toge the r  p a r i s h  obl igat ions .  

The CBC i n  f a c t  re-emphasizes i t s  o f f i c i a l  welcome and expresses 
renewed encouragement and i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  more foreign missionary s o c i e t i e s  
t o  come and take up missionary work i n  Taiwan. The process of e s tab l i sh ing  
t h e  l o c a l  Church i n  Taiwan requires  a g r e a t  deal  of c lose  col labora t ion.  
The bui ld ing of  a l o c a l  Church must i n  no way be construed a s  ant i - fore ign 
o r  exc lus ion i s t i c .  I t  must be regarded as a pos i t ive  s t e p  toward a c lose r  
union with t h e  Universal Church. The l o c a l  c l e rgy  expresses g r e a t  
admiration and appreciat ion of  the  courage and determination t h a t  the  
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missionaries generally.show i n  working hard t o  master t h e  language, the  

way of  thinking,  customs, t r a d i t i o n s  and c u l t u r a l  he r i t age  of t h e  l o c a l  
people. 

I n  this connection, a meeting was held las t  December between the  
diocesan bishops'  representa t ives  and representa t ives  of  the  major 
super iors  of  r s l i g i o u s  congregations. There were frank and const ruct ive  
discussions,  w i t h  both s i d e s  genuinely determined to f ind  o u t  ways and 
means of c lose r  cooperation. The meeting concerned i t s e l f  with the 
basic concept and implementation o f  col labora t ion,  the  obs tac les  t o  ac tua l  
cooperation and concrete fonnulas of cooperation between l o c a l  c lergy and 
re l ig ious  congregations. I t  was painful ly  f e l t  t h a t  the tendency i s  s t i l l  
prevalent  f o r  these  two main forces  of evangelizat ion t o  separe te  r a the r  
than t o  jo in  hands. This d iv i s ion  is due more t o  t r a d i t i o n  than t o  lack 
of good w i l l .  However, pa r t i c ipan t s  of  both s ides  became ever more i n t e n t  
on ironing ou t  d i f ferences  and on working together  toward building up t h e  
l o c a l  Church. 

Self-Evaluation and Self-support 

Early l a s t  year a large-scale survey was c a r r i e d  o u t  to f i n d  o u t  what 
min i s t r i e s  the  c lergy and the  f a i t h f u l  thought the  Church should be 
engaged i n .  This was i n  preparat ion f o r  the  Pan-Asian Colloquium on New 
Minis t r ies  i n  the  Church i n  Asia. I t  is beyond t h i s  paper ' s  scope and 
p s s s i b i l i t y  t o  go i n t o  d e t a i l s  of the  survey. However some p i n t s  Of the 
s w e y ' s  concluding sec t ion  can be of help. 

A s  regards t h e  Church's long standing obl igat ions  of pas to ra l ,  9 
sacramental and kerygmatic min i s t r i e s ,  the survey showed an overwhelming 
aff irmation.  B o t h  t h e  bishops and the c lergy a r e  expected t o  f u l f i l  
these bas ic  needs of t h e  f a i t h f u l .  The survey a l so  indicated a strong 
emphasis on the  whole Chr is t ian  community to be the f a i t h f u l  witness of  
Chr i s t .  

A s  regards new m i n i s t r i e s ,  thz  survey found it impossible t o  draw 
conclusions as m r e  than 60% did n o t  answer the r e l a t e d  quest ions and the 
remainder missed the  p i n t .  However, it did  reveal  the general  d e s i r e  
t h a t  some fonns of  ministry of  se rv ice  both ins ide  and outs ide  t h e  Church 
be es tab l i shed  o r  expanded. 

Another high p r i o r i t y  on the l o c a l  Church's agenda is the s e l f -  
s u p p r t  programme. I t  i s  of  general knowledge t h a t  the Protes tant  churches 
have long been s e l f - s u p p r t i n g .  A spec ia l  survey done on some Pro tes tan t  
churches revea l s  t h a t  the  Pro tes tan t  brethren a r e  contr ibut ing four t o  
f i v e  t i m e s  m r e  t o  the churches than t h e i r  Cathol ic  counterparts .  The 
Cathol ic  Church read i ly  admits t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o  because Cathol ics  simply 
have not  been se r ious ly  taught  o r  t r a i n e d  i n  t h i s  respect .  

Af te r  repeated at tempts and p a t i e n t  re-education, some churches i n  
the  southern region have a t  long l a s t  succeeded i n  making people understand 
t h e  meaning of the  self-support  programme and the par ishioners  have shown 
t h e i r  readiness,  through the pledge system, t o  maintain their l o c a l  
churches. Some bigger churches i n  the north have a l s o  been self-supporting 
f o r  some t i m e ,  but  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  reasons. Their  r i cher  co l l ec t ions  a r e  
r e s u l t s  of  church-goers' better education, b e t t e r  income and g r e a t e r  
generos i ty ,  and n o t  because of  any sense of maintaining t h e  l o c a l  church. 

Of t h e  self-support  programme, a t y p i c a l  example is the  following. A 
small  southern p a r i s h  with 600 Cathol ics  (about one t h i r d  a t tend church 
each week) uses both envelopes (which a r e  presented a t  t h e  Offertory) and 
spec ia l  co l l ec t ions  (which a l s o  require  envelopes). When the programme 
began, the pas tor  and t h e  pa r i sh  m u n c i l  chairman explained the  idea a t  
Sunday Masses. I n  t w o  years of t r i a l  it worked very well and tho r e s u l t s  
have been mst encouraging. Presently,  the  Sunday co l l ec t ions  t o t a l  more 
than NT2,000 a month (about U.S.850.00) and revenue:from spec ia l  co l l ec t ions  
and M a s s  s t ipen2s  exceeds NT6,000 a month. A not so  happy example is given 



of m o t h e r  southern par ish  whose members a r e  mostly government employees. 
They, too, a t a r t e d  w i t h  t he  envelope system. Each family was expected t o  
use i~ f o r  Sunday co l l ec t ions .  When the  system began, it brought i n  
monthly co l l ec t ions  of abut NT10,OOO t o  15,000. Subsequently however 
about one t h i r d  of the  parishlonere stopped thei r ,contr i f ru t tons .  

Renewal Programme 

Another i t e m  of a c t u a l i t y  which brings g r e a t  hope t o  the Church of 
Taiwan is  the renewal programme. I t  is  ~m a c t i v e  programme consis t ing  o f ,  
among o the r  th ings ,  severa l  movements: t h e  Curs i i lo ,  t h e  Charismatic, the 
Chris t ian  L i f e  Cornunity and t h e  Bible Reading Elovement. The C u r s i l l o  and 
the Charismatic Movements ria an increas ing following, c a t e r  f o r  t h e  
needs of adu l t  Catholics,  both t h e  c lergy and t h e  l a i t y .  The Chr is t ian  
L i fe  Community is  a movement exclusively f o r  college s tudents .  The Society 
of Jesus is most a c t i v e  i n  this a rea  of work. 

The Bible Reading Mvement t r i e s  t o  reach t h e  qrassroots  of t h e  
Cathol ic  community. I t  is  j o i n t l y  spnsored.by the  Chinese Bible 
Association and the Franciscans. Many reading groups have mushroomed 
throughout the Is land and leader  readers a r e  being t r a ined  through in tens ive  
e f f o r t s .  The CBC has repeatedly commended the  Franciscans and suggested 
t h a t  they continue making t h i s  apostola te ,  the  spreading of t h e  Word of 
God, t h e i r  primary object ive  i n  t h e i r  se rv ice  of the  l o c a l  Church of Taiwan. 

Relat ions between Local Church and Universal Church 

Relat ions between t h e  l o c a l  Church i n  Taiwan and the  Universal 
Church can be described a s  most harmonious and benef ic ia l .  There is  no 
magis ter ia l  defiance,  no j u r i d i c a l  quar re l s ,  no d i sc ip l ina ry  sanctions.  

In  drawing up plans f o r  bui ld ing up the Chinese Local Church, the  
Chinese Bishops' Conference e n l i s t e d  backing from t h e  fourth World Synod 
of Bishops and made the  following suggestions. 1 )  The CBC should p o s i t i v e l y  
use whatever delegatee  au thor i ty  is  given by the  Boly See t o  serve the  
National Church; 2) I n  dealing with s p e c i f i c  needs of t h e  Chinese Church, 
the  CBC should take  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  to ask f o r  s p e c i f i c  au thor i ty  from t h e  
Pope: 3) For some l o c a l  problems, which a r e  no t  r e l a t e d  t o  the Pope o r  the 
Curia, the  CBC should use t h e  au thor i ty  it already enjoys to make i ts own 
decis ions  and plans;  4) I n  impnrtant pmblems concerning our National 
Church, e.g. the Nuncio i n  China, the  appointment of bishops, the  CBC 
should t r y  t o  make its voice heard by t h e  Pope and p r o t e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and 
opinions of t h e  l o c a l  Church and the  l a i t y .  

The Church i n  Taiwan i n  Perspective 

To he lp  you, dear Brother Par t i c ipan t s ,  take  a l a s t  look a t  the l o c a l  
Church i n  Taiwan i n  i ts  ac tua l  forn,  I would l i k e  to quote from two recent  
o f f i c i a l  sources i n  which t h e  l o c a l  Church s e t s  o u t  s i x  concrete object ives  
t o  achieve i n  t h e  near fu ture .  The sources are :  The Fourth Annual 
COllOquiuIn (December 1975) and Minutes of the Chinese Bishops' Conference's 
Annual Generel Xeeting 1977. The s i x  object ives  a r e  worded thus: 

1) Chr i s t i an ize  family l i f e ;  
2) B e  open to soc ie ty ,  taking p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  i n  evangelizat ion,  making good 

use of  Chr i s t i an  education i n  schools and collegee-and of mass media; 
3) Educate and put  t o  good use the  l a i t y  w i t h  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Church 

building;  
4) Extend s o c i a l  se rv ices ;  
5 )  Promote indigenized l i t u r g y  and 
6) Strengthen the  movement of self-support .  



THE DOCPOR - A HINDRANCE OR A r n P ?  

BY 

Sr. Godelieve Prove, M.D. 

(We r e p r i n t  here  t h e  t e x t  o f  S r .  Godelieve's address given a t  t h e  X I V  
World Congress o f  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Federation of the Catholic  tfedical 
Associat ion which was held January 29 - Febrtvlry 1, 1978 i n  Bombay, India .  
S r .  Godelieve is Superior General o f  t h e  Society of Cathol ic  Medical 
t f i ss ionar ies  (Medical Mission S i a t e r s )  and a V i c e  President  o f  Sedoe). 

D r .  Fendall once s a i d  t h a t  i f  he were asked t o  canpose an epitaph on 
a d i c i n e  throughout the  twentieth century,  it would read: 

B r i l l i a n t  i n  i ts  discover ies ,  superb i n  i ts  technological  break- 
through, but  woefully inep t  i n  i t s  appl ica t ion  to those most i n  
need. Medicine w i l l  be judged no t  on i ts  v a s t  and rap id  accumulation 
of knowledge per  se ,  but  on its t r u s t e e s h i p  of t h a t  knowledge. W e  
a r e  now experienced, and a l l  t h a t  remains is the problem Of 
t r a n s l a t i n g  what is  common knowledge and rou t ine  medicine, and 
hence p r a c t i c e ,  t o  t h e  o the r  t w - t h i r d s  of t h e  world. The 
implementation gap must be closed. (1)  

We a r e  indeed fac ing a t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n :  hea l th  services reach fewer than 
t en  percent  of t h e  peaple i n  developing nat ions ;  malnut r i t ion  is t h e  r u l e  
f o r  two-thirds of t h e  world 's  population. Up t o  t h e  present  t i m e ,  i n  
s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  progress i n  medicine, i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t he  conferences 
sponsored by t h e  United Nations and t h e  World Health Organization, it has 
not  been poss ib le  t o  solve t h e  r a t h e r  simple hea l th  problems t h a t  weigh 
heavily and constant ly  on two-thirds of t h e  human race .  

We too  a r e  gathered here  i n  a conference. We are doctors  and as such 
cannot remain i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  D r .  Fendal l ' s  judgement. We a r e  Cathol ic  
doctors .  We bel ieve  t h a t  God is our Father ,  t h a t  i n  H i m  a l l  men, women 
and ch i ld ren  a r e  brothers  and s i s t e r s .  Whether w e  come from a poor o r  from 
a r i c h  country, w e  doctors  a r e  a l l  r i c h  through our knowledge, our s k i l l s .  
And a s  such, as Catholic  doctors ,  must respond to  t h e  challenge t h a t  
D r .  Fendall puts  before  us. 

W e  must. We have beep urged to respond t o  t h e  needs of t h e  poor cen tu r i e s  
ago by John t h e  apos t l e  when he  wrote: 'If a man w a s  r i c h  enough i n  t h i s  
world 's  goods saw t h a t  one of h i s  brothers  was i n  need, but  closed h i s  
h e a r t  to  him, how could t h e  love of God be l i v i n g  i n  him? Our love is not  
to be j u s t  words o r  mere t a l k ,  bu t  something r e a l  and ac t ive ."  (2) 

W e  a r e  being urged today, by t h e  Church, t o  serve  t h e  poores t  and most 
abandoned of men. This  i s  c l e a r l y  s a i d  by t h e  P o n t i f i c a l  Council 'Cor 
Unum" cra ted  i n  1971 by t h e  Holy Father f o r  'Promoting Human and Chr i s t i an  
Development'. One of i ts many ob jec t ives  is t o  coordinate t h e  Church's 
work i n  the f i e l d  of hea l th  and medicine and to  make t h a t  work more 
e f fec t ive .  A r ecen t  publ ica t ion  o f  t h i s  P o n t i f i c a l  Council on 'Health Work 
f o r  Human Development' dec la res  t h a t  where t h e  Church has always been 
anxious t o  comfort t h e  su f fe r ing ,  " the  widespread d i s t r e s s  i n  the world of 
today urges her  t o  redouble t h a t  age-old e f f o r t  a t  every l e v e l .  Her 
constant  aim is t o  use a l l  t h e  means a t  he r  d isposal  i n  order  t o  serve t h e  
poorest  and mst abandoned of men." ( 3 )  
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Let  us ask ourselves then how w 3  a r e  going t o  share  our knowledge, t h e  
many g i f t s  we have received with our  brothers  and sisters who a r e  poor and 
deprived, of medical ca re  and o f t e n  enough of any kind of hea l th  service?  
They have a r i g h t  t o  heal th ,  a s  much a s  t h e  r i c h  who can pay f o r  it. How 
w i l l  the gap be bridged? Whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is i t ?  What can w e  do? 

One poss ib le  answer would be t h a t  it i s  t h e  doctors '  r e spons ib i l i ty .  That 
it is a l l  a matter  of t i m e ,  of wait ing f o r  an adequate number of doctors  
t o  be t ra ined.  I would agree t h a t  a g r e a t e r  number of doctors  would be 
one f a c t o r  t h a t  m u l d  help  t o  bring hea l th  to t h e  poor, on one condi t ien  
however: t h a t  they would be prepared and equipped f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
task .  Most of u s  here  present  have not  been prepared f o r  such a t a sk :  
our t r a i n i n g ,  our s p e c i a l t i e s ,  our i n t e r e s t  i n  research and progress of 
medical science make it almost impossible f o r  a good many of us t o  dea l  
with hea l th  problems ou t s ide  a f a m i l i a r  c l i n i c a l  environment. No wonder 
then t h a t  doctors  who have been t r a i n e d  t h a t  way may continue a l l  over t h e  
world t o  move from t h e  a reas  of g r e a t e s t  needs to t h e  c i t i e s .  No wonder 
e i t h e r  - and t h i s  i s  even more d i s t r e s s i n g  - t h a t  doctors  o f  poorer 
countr ies  m n t i n u e  t o  go abroad. 

Using I ran  a s  an  example: In  1971 600 doctors  graduated from t h e i r  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  but  t h a t  same year 675 doctors  migrated abroad. Yet: two- 
t h i r d s  of t h e  people l i v i n g  i n  I r a n  have never seen a doctor .  

What we need today i s  a new type of physician, one who w i l l  not  be 
f r u s t r a t e d  when working i n  poor a reas ,  bu t  challenged and s t imula ted  
because he o r  she can make a con t r ibu t ion  towards t h e  so lu t ion  of t h e  
poor peoples' hea l th  problems. This  new type  of physician ''would not  only 
be an w p e r t  i n  d i seases ,  bu t  a l s o  a planner,  an adminis t ra tor ,  an  
organizer ,  a teacher ,  a consul tant ,  and most important of a l l ,  a t i r e l e s s  
and ever-present leader of h i s  h e a l t h  team." ( 4 )  

Is the re  any medical school today t h a t  is making an obvious e f f o r t  to 
t r a i n  t h i s  hew type of doctor,  t h e  doctor  t h a t  is needed by two-thirds of 
t h e  world's people? What a r e  Cathol ic  medical schools doing i n  t h i s  
regard? They excel  i n  educational  s tandards,  i n  high q u a l i t y  ca re ,  i n  
t h e i r  e t h i c a l  code. I f  they only d i s t ingu i sh  themselves i n  these ,  without 
paying s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  t r a g i c  needs of mi l l ions  of people, they 
w i l l  not  pass  Pres ident  Nyerere's t e s t .  He t e l l s  us :  

Unless t h e  Church, i ts  members and i ts  organiza t ions  express God's 
love f o r  man by involvement and leadership  i n  cons t ruc t ive  p r o t e s t  
aga ins t  t h e  present  condit ions of man, it w i l l  become i d e n t i f i e d  
with i n j u s t i c e  and persecution.  I f  t h i s  happens, it w i l l  d i e ,  and 
humanly speaking deserves t o  d i e  because it w i l l  then serve no 
purpose comprehensible to modern man. 

I t  i s  here ,  t h a t  w e  Cathol ic  doctors  who have gained p r e s t i g e  and can 
have an impact, should use  t h i s  power t h a t  i s  ours  i n  a j u s t  and con- 
s t r u c t i v e  way. We can demand t h a t  t h e  medical f a c u l t i e s  t h a t  prepared us 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of t h e i r  i n s i g h t s  i n  former days, now respond t o  t h e  needs 
and i n s i g h t s  of today and make a t ang ib le  cont r ibut ion  towards a j u s t  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  wealth t h a t  i s  t h e i r s  i n  terms of knowledge and 
motivation. 

While many medical f a c u l t i e s  a r e  s o r e l y  lacking,  some - a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e i r  
ob jec t ives  - show awareness of today 's  un jus t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of resources,  
a s  t h e  S a i n t  Louis Universi ty School of Medicine. I t  has a spec ia l  goal  
i n  developing 'humanistic medicine' a s  a c o n s t e l l a t i o n  of e t h i c a l  and 
profess ional  considerat ion among which is a l s o  l i s t e d  'devotion to s o c i a l  
dus t ice ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  regards overcoming i n e q u i t i e s  i n  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
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of needed personal heal th  c a r e ' ,  and 'humility and self-awareness of t h e  
inherent  l imi ta t ions  of medical science i n  t h e  cure and healing of  t h e  
s i c k . '  Rence we could expect t h a t  t h i s  school would r a i s e  i ts  s tudents  
consciousness of t h e  heal th  problems of t h e  USA, of those l i v i n g  i n  inner- 
c i t y  ghettoes,  o r  s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a reas  without easy access t o  
e f fec t ive  heal th  care.  I f  it r a i s e s  consciousness, it w i l l  a l s o  s t imula te  
ac t ion  worthy of a Catholic facul ty .  

The Medical School of t h e  University of Nijmegen i n  Holland goes f u r t h e r  
and s e t s  a leading example i n  reaching out  beyond t h e  boundaries of t h e  
Netherlands. I t  has a department c a l l e d  'Medical Care i n  t h e  Developing 
World'. This department pays spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n  to  the  impact of t h e  
developing world on t h e  medical systems i n  the  Netherlands. I t  has c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n  with t h e  Mwanza programme: a j o i n t  publ ic  heal th  p r o j e c t  of the  
Ministry of  Realth i n  Tanzania and t h e  Faculty i n  Nijmegen. 

Among t h e  medical schools i n  developing countries t h e  Chr i s t i an  facu l ty  i n  
Jakar ta  has a s  its f i r s t  aim t o  t r a i n  doctors who w i l l  promote t h e  primary 
hea l th  ca re  approach a s  a r e s g n s e  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  problems of Indonesia. 
These doctors w i l l  be t r a ined  t o  recognise and solve t h e  heal th  problems 
of t h e  people and w i l l  be taught  now t o  provide t h e  leadership  element i n *  
the  hea l th  team. The programme is such t h a t  t h e  young men and women w i l l  
a c t u a l l y  be prepared t o  take on e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  mult ifaceted r o l e  of the  
new type of physician a s  we described it a few minutes ago. 

I n  this country, S t .  John's  Medical College i n  Bangalore has recen t ly  made 
an attempt f o r  an in tense  re-or ienta t ion to  r u r a l  heal th .  I t  wants t o  make 
t h e  s tudents  n o t  only aware of t h e  hea l th  and socio-economic problems of 
t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  but  a l s o  competent i n  t ack l ing  them. I t  has adopted t h e  
Mallur Health Cooperative, 60 Km. from t h e  c i t y  of Bangalore, a s  a r u r a l  
t r a i n i n g  cen t re  f o r  in terns .  I n  the se lec t ion  of  s tudents ,  those 
ccnmitted t o  s o c i a l  se rv ice  would be given p r i o r i t y  and a con t rac t  is 
being required by which they commit themselves t o  work, a t  l e a s t  f o r  a 
given period of time, i n  t h e  r u r a l  areas .  Everybody w i l l  agree t h a t  it 
w i l l  no t  be so  easy to  p u t  t h i s  i n t o  pract ice ,  but  t h e  d i rec t ion  is s e t ,  
the o r i e n t a t i o n  is c l e a r .  

These few examples r a i s e  our hope t h a t  Catholic medical schools can became 
agents of change, immersed i n  r e a l i t y ,  involved i n  researching new metho- 
dologies,  open where re levant  t o  ex i s t ing  t r a d i t i o n a l  and indigenous 
p rac t i ces ,  l i v i n g  up t o  t h e  expectat ions of a l l  those who a r e  c r i t i c a l l y  
wpiting and watching and asking themselves of it is  s t i l l  j u s t i f i e d  f o r  
t h e  Church to inves t  resources i n  an e n t e r p r i s e  a s  expensive a s  a medical 
school. 

I t  is not  enough t h a t  we encourage our Catholic medical schools. Such a 
c l e a r  o r i en ta t ion  toward soc ia l  j u s t i c e  should be demanded from a l l  
medical f a c u l t i e s ,  so  t h a t  more and more men and women of good w i l l  can 
join hands and work together.  !&ere t h i s  o r i en ta t ion  e x i s t s ,  it should 
be made known, and be given much more pub l ic i ty  so t h a t  these  schools 
would a t t r a c t  young men and women who through t h e i r  high consciousness of 
today's  s o c i a l  e v i l s  would themselves make a major contr ibut ion i n  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of these  object ives .  I t  is t r u e  t h a t  d i f ference  of philosophy 
between medical schools is no t  a comonly used c r i t e r i a  i n  undergraduate 
choice of schools. Rut where people do not  ask, f a c u l t i e s  t h a t  have 
something good t o  o f f e r  could make it a p i n t  to t e l l  them, t o  make t h e m  
see  the  d i f ference .  

I t  would be our hope t h a t  the  fu tu re  then w i l l  see  no t  only an ever g r e a t e r  
t o t a l  number of doctors,  b u t  among t h a t  number an ever g r e a t e r  proportion 
t o  serve  those most i n  need. 



This however does not  provide a complete answer t o  our i n i t i a l  questions: 
How w i l l  t he  gap between medical knowledge and i ts  appl ica t ion t o  those 
most i n  need be bridged? Whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is i t ?  

mre well  prepared doctors form only one f a c t o r  i n  the  solut ion of our 
problem. Why? Because t h e  improvement of heal th  is  not  j u s t  a medical 
issue.  We know, and f o r  a long time already,  t h a t  t h e  hea l th  of a popu- 
l a t i o n  does not  depend i n  t h e  f i r s t  place on the  heal th  services ,  but  more 
on t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic and c u l t u r a l  condit ions i n  which t h i s  population 
livem . 
We see t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  ava i l ab le  i n  Europe: 
90% of t h e  dec l ine  i n  death r a t e ,  of t h e  r a i s e  i n  l i f e  expectancy over t h e  
p a s t  100 years  came abut a s  a r e s u l t  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and s o c i a l  change 
which improved l i v i n g  condit ions and hygiene. This 90% happened before t h e  
discovery of a n t i b i o t i c s  and the  o the r  medical advances which have a c t u a l l y  
resu l t ed  i n  comparatively l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  progress. 

I f  t h i s  is the  case we might conclude t h a t  it is t h e  government's responsi- 
b i l i t y  t o  see  t h a t  l i v i n g  condit ions improve t o  such an ex ten t  t h a t  the  
environment w i l l  no longer undermine t h e  people ' s  hea l th .  Health is indeed 
a p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y ,  and one i n  which w e  doctors are involved and i n  which 
we t ake  p a r t ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y .  We exerc ise  p o l i t i c a l  influence i n  
t h e  hosp i t a l s  where w e  p r a c t i s e  o r  send our p a t i e n t s ,  i n  t h e  l o c a l  medical 
soc ie ty ,  i n  the  l a r g e r  s t a t e  o r  nat ional  soc ie ty ,  and ul t imate ly  i n  the 
Ministry of Health where t h e  notional  hea l th  p o l i c i e s  a r e  being designed. 
RJ a g r e a t  ex ten t  it depends on us whether a n a t i o n ' s  hea l th  budget w i l l  be 
optimally used t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  of a l l ,  i .e .  whether it w i l l  be used to  allow 
doctors t o  p r a c t i s e  medicine i n  t h e i r  c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g  which helps  
r e l a t i v e l y  few, o r  whether it w i l l  be used f o r  more food, clean water, and 
a s a f e  environment t h a t  a r e  t h e  bas i s  f o r  improvement i n  h e a l t h  condit ions 
of a t o t a l  population. 

One ultra-modern h o s p i t a l  a s  well-meant development a i d  can e a s i l y  reduce 
a na t ion ' s  hea l th  budget t o  the  breaking po in t ,  and absorb almost a l l  i ts 
medical manpower. This is  exact ly  what happened when t h e  European Common 
Market presented Somali with an ultra-modern hosp i t a l .  Only a p r iv i l eged  
few i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  could enjoy the b e n e f i t s  of it. The nomadic masses 
saw even less resources a l loca ted  t o  cover t h e i r  needs. The t r a n s f e r  of 
Western systems and approaches, of i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  f i t  a highly developed 
environment may not  only be a waste of funds, b u t  i n  t h e  end even become 
detr imental  f o r  those most i n  need of  heal th  services .  

Have we r e a l l y  an  idea of what Unstern medicine cos ts?  The hard f a c t  i s  
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  annual budget of  t h e  WHO is less than one t e n t h  of New York 
Ci ty ' s  heal th  budget. 

The present  'heal th  ca re  c o s t  explosion' i n  t h e  Western world is  due t o  an 
ever g r e a t e r  number of  physicians, para-medical and o t h e r  personnel who 
want to  earn t h e i r  l i v i n g  i n  the  hea l th  sec to r .  I t  is  l i k e l y  t h a t  they 
w i l l  be taken up - under cover of progress - i n  the  technological  s p i r a l  
which is pushing f o r  more inves t iga t ions ,  f o r  newer and of ten  more 
expensive procedures, f o r  ever b e t t e r  equipment, This technological  s p i r a l  
becomes mutually benef ic ia l  f o r  t h e  hea l th  ca re  providers and f o r  t h e  many 
i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  t h r i v e  on t h i s  progress i n  medical technology. 

Can r i c h  nations continue t o  spend f r e e l y  and develop any kind of heal th  
del ivery  system as long as t h e  nat ional  income can pay f o r  it, o r  a s  long 
a s  t h e  population can af ford  t o  buy it by way of taxes  o r  hea l th  insurance 
systems? I t  seems t o  me t h a t  they cannot. 

The enormous needs, t h e  s c a r c i t y  of human and mater ia l  resources,  c a l l  us. 



i n  conscience, t o  use a l l  our powers and influence in  order to come t o  an 
equitable dis t r ibut ion,  an optimal use of these resources among the t o t a l  
world population. 

I f  our commitment to social  just ice  is r ea l  and act ive we Catholic doctors 
could use our po l i t i ca l  influence i n  a var ie ty  of ways. Maybe we should 
begin by recopnizing tha t  we earn disproportionately high sa la r ies ,  and 
tha t  it is not enough t o  pacify our conscience with the resolution tha t  we 
w i l l  share with the poor by giving regular donations. I t  i s  t rue  t h a t  o w  
income presents only a minimal portion of these fabulous health budgets. 
But when we opt,  o f f i c i a l ly  plead for  l e s s  income, it could become a 
symbolic gesture understood by the common man tha t  might inspire  other 
professions t o  do the same. 

If  we would opt  for  l e s s  income for  ourselves, we could r a i se  a more 
credible voice f o r  de-escalation of the health budgets i n  countries t h a t  
are  r ich,  demanding t h a t  the wney thus saved would be spent on food, water, 
simple preventive medicine tha t  w i l l  make a difference i n  the l i ves  of 
millions of people i n  other par t s  of the world. 

If  we a re  convinced t h a t  there is a need for  massive redis t r ibut ion of 
health resources, we should conscientize others who may not be so 
knowledgeable. So much t h a t  the 'public '  expects and demands from the 
health services goes back to what the medical profession have to ld  them. 
We could exercise a strong impact on the public by our publications, by 
in i t i a t ing  and stimulating an educational process t o  t h i s  par t icular  effect .  

We have indeed the power to promote social  just ice  o r  t o  prevent social  
justice.  We can be a help o r  a hindrance. I hope t h a t  t h i s  international 
Conference w i l l  s e t  a c lear  direction for  Catholic Medical Associations by 
adopting a t  l e a s t  one resolution tha t  w i l l  c a l l  for  action. 

Such action, i n i t i a t ed  and sponsored by Catholic doctors would not be extra- 
vagant. We would only be doing what John asked us long ago, and what Pope 
Paul V I  repeated i n  t h i s  very c i t y  of Bombay: "Man must meet man, nation 
meet nation, a s  brothers and s i s t e r s ,  a s  children of God. In t h i s  mutual 
understanding and friendship, i n  t h i s  sacred communion, we must a lso begin 
t o  build the common f u t w e  of the human race." 
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6. "Address t o  the Representatives of Non-Christian ~ e l i g i o n s " ,  
Dec. 3, 1964, AAS 57 (1965). p.132. - 

OTHER MATERIAL USED 

- Interview with Bror Rexed, "Planning for  Scarcity i n  Sweden". 
The Hastings Center Report, I n s t i t u t e  of Society, Ethics and the Life 
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Sciences, Vo1.7, 3, p.5-7 (1977). 

- Van Baelen, H., Gezondheidszorg en Algemene OntwiWteling, Instituut 
Tropische Geneeskunde, Antwerpen, mei 1977. 

- Herwick, R.P., "The Limitation of Medical Science in the Solution of 
Social Issues", Institute for Theological Encounter with Science and 
Technology (ITEST9 Newsletter, Vol. 8, 2, April 1977. 

- Dubos, Rene, Mirage of Health, Harper & Row, New York, (19591, p.23. 

- Cahill, K.M., The Untapped Resource, Orbis Books, New York, (1971). 

- Cahill, K.M., Health and Development, Orbis Books, New York, (1976). 

- Saint Louis University, Medical School Bulletin (1977-78). 

- Saint m u i s  university, Self Study Document, prepared for accreditation 
by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education as a credited school of 
medicine. 

- St. John's Medical College, Perspective Report to C.R.C.I. (1977). 

- "The Annual Meeting of the Christian Predical Commission, Apr.1977, 
Contact 39. 

- Reinhardt, U.E., "Health-Care Expenditures and the Economics of the 
'Health Care Trough', Presentation to the National Health Leadership 
Conference on American Health Policy, Washington, DC, April 29-30, 1976. 

- Mahadevan, B.,Service Respnsibility of a Department of Community 
Medicine Through a Health Co-operative, in Alternative Approaches to 
Health Care, Indian Council of Medical Research, New Delhi. 1976. 

Ref: Enclosure SMM-I no. 105, 15 April 1978 

Recently received: 

Material - brochures and pictures - on various aspects of health care from 
Bureau d'Etudes et de Recherches pour la Promotion de la S a t e  
KANGU-MAYUMBE, Republique du Zaire. 

Nutrition 
Tuberculose 
Sant6 meilleure source de progrss 
Peut-on eviter les accidents? 
Le dispensaire et sa nouvelle orientation 
Pour une authentique education sexuelle 
L'educateur sanitaire 
L'infirmier et la sant6 publique 
Ma maison et ma sant6 
L'infirmier face au malade 
La maternit6 et la promotion de la sante 
Sante et tradition 

THE ABOVE MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE TO ANYONE INTEXESTED. JUST RING THE 
SEDOS SECRETARIAT. 



An interesting comment on Contemporary Society frbm Periscope: by 
John F. X. Harriott  i n  the T-%l_e_t,29 April 1978, p.398 

... The new prophets are  not young dropouts who shake the dust of c i t i e s  
from the i r  f e e t  and s e t t l e  for  wig-warns in Wales. They a r e  economists 
who t e l l  us  t h a t  economics is not the be-all and end-all of l i f e ;  
technologiets who t e l l  us tha technology is out of hand, no longer our 
servant but our master; bpinessmen who t e l l  us tha t  giant  corporations 
are  unmanageable and humanly destructive; social  psychologists who see 
symptoms of col lect ive neurosis t h a t  no amount of sedatives can quiet. 
Even ten years ago these voices were few and could be dismissed a s  cranks. 
But now the cranks a re  springing up l i k e  daisies. And no matter what 
t h e i r  starting-point--the energy c r i s i s ,  the population explosion, t h i rd  
world poverty or f i r s t  w r l d  affluence, technological overki l l  o r  pollution 
of the environment,. unemployment o r  rac ia l  tension--they end up on the same 
platform delivering the same message. 

One of the  l a t e s t  i n  the l ine  is the economist and social  psychologist, 
Ralph Glasser. He has much experience of industry and commerce, and has 
been involved i n  s t ra teg ies  of development for  th i rd  w r l d  countzies. I t  
is not abstract theory but experience, the  experience of seeing the humas 
and cul tura l  destructiveness of western industr ia l isat ion applied t o  non- 
industrialised societ ies  which has led him, l ike  others,  to-question the 
way we l ive.  In h is  recent book, The Net and the @es_t, (published by 
Temple Smith h8.50) he described how h i s  disquiet  drove him t o  l i v e  for  a 
while i n  a small I t a l i a n  v i l lage  ent i rely by-passed by the industr ia l isat ion 
which over the past 100 years has changed the face of Europe; there t o  
study what needs and kinds of fulfilment motivated people before t h a t  
process began, before technological achievement promised instant  nirvana, 
and, above a l l ,  before self-valuation and em~t ional  sa t i s fac t ion  were so 
gruesomely narrowed down t o  the s ize  df the wage-packet. He found there a 
community with a netmrk of relationships and a t radi t ional  culture which 
sustain sp i r i tua l  and emotional values e i ther  lost .  derided o r  assaulted 
i n  industr ia l  societ ies ,  and the hunger fo r  which, so the author believes, 
no increase of income, material comfort, social  engineering o r  diversionary 
entertainment can assuage. And from the lessons learned he puts together 
a coherent and practicable strategy of developnent applicable t o  both 
dweloped and developing countries. 

The unease the book describes is  f e l t  increasingly. It is  giving . 
b i r th  t o  a whole new range of ideas and experiments . i~different  ways of 
l iving. Both the analysis and the conclusions have a now familiar ring. 
Yet how much of it w i l l  catch the pol i t ic ians '  attention, l e t  alone find 
its way in to  the election manifestos--the centents of which we could jot  
down on a postcard even before they a r e  published ... 

The May, 1978 issue (No. 45)  of Encounter deals w i t h  three questions which 
Muslims ask Christians: 

- The reason for  our presences a s  Christians among Muslims, 
- The Eucharist - The Divinity of Jesus and the  Incarnation 



RECLCMTLY RECEIVED: 

- "Bibl ica l  S p i r i t u a l i t y "  by J. N. t.!. Wynagaards, mhm a t a l k  given a t  
Conference of t h e  B i b l i c a l  Apostolate held i n  Malta, Apr i l  1978. 
Sedos Doc. Plo. 4/2920. 

- "Bible and Catechesis" by D. S. Amalorpavades from t h e  same conference, 
Sedos Doc. No. 4/2919. 

- S r i  Lanka's F i r s t  National Directory, edi ted  by Fr. J. B. Clinton 
Anandappa, OMI, contains h i s t o r i c a l  information on t h e  church i n  S r i  Lanka, 
d e t a i l s - o n  a l l  par ishes ,  r e l i g i o u s  congregations and o t h e r  o rgan i i a t ions  
i n  t h e  church the re .  

Population f i g u r e s  da t ing  from 1972 show over 9 mi l l ion  Sinhalese 
and over 2 mi l l ion  Tamils. These belong t o  t h e  following r e l i g i o u s  
groups: Buddhists 8,567,570; Hindus 2,239,310; Muslims 909,941; 
Catholics  883,111, o t h e r  Chr i s t i ans  103,576. 

The majori ty of p r i e s t s  a r e  loca l  and the re  a r e  cu r ren t ly  166 
S r i  Lankan seminarians. In  t h e  congregations t h e r e  a r e  321 l o c a l  
p r i e s t s  (398 t o t a l ) ,  220 brothers  ( t o t a l  245) and 2,252 s i s t e r s  
( t o t a l  2,425).  Available a t  Sedos Documentation Centre 
Sedos Doc. No. C-1 ( ~ e f )  6/635. 

- A list of Ceeba publ ica t ions  including a no t i ce  of two recent  works 
Studies  i n  Centra l  African Cultures and "Symbols and Society" (32 volumes 
of myths and o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ) .  Ceeba publ ica t ions  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  
Europe by S tey le r  Verlag, D-5205, S t .  Augustin, German Federal Republic. 

- Mocambique - a new people, a new church? published by t h e  Dutch 
Missionary Council, Halve Maanszraat, 7 ' s  Hertogenbosch, Holland. 
The f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  book d e a l s  with t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  Republic; t h e  
second p a r t  with the  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Catho1i.c Church i n  Mo~ambique. 
Sedos Doc. No. 4/2192. 

-( - a r e p r i n t  from "Los J e s u i t a s  a n t e  e l  Pueblo Salvadoreno" San Salvador, 
June 1977. The concluding paragraph notes:  

We must no t  l c t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of our o rde r s  snuff ou t  t h e  
spark of Chr i s t i an  radical ism which burned when they were founded. 
The e a s i e s t  and b e s t  way t o  l e t  t h a t  spark be snuffed ou t  i s  t o  
l e t  our o rde r s  become too adapted t o  t h e  world, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  
today 's  world with i ts  i n j u s t i c e  and lack of brotherhood. The l a t t e r  
a r e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  scandal f o r  t h e  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h .  I f  w e  r e l i g i o u s  
accomdate ourselves t o  the  world and s t o p  going t o  t h e  roots of 
th ings ,  then w e  w i l l  be betraying the  hope t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of Jesus 
has aroused i n  t h e  Church, t h e  hope t h a t  i s  our g r e a t e s t  mission and 
our g r e a t e s t  chal lenge.  Sedos Doc. No. 2.MM(WP18/160/78). 

- D i s c e r n i n g t  - a value based model f o r  use  by a s m a l l  conmunity. 
This was drawn up by Fr. Benjamin Tonna and i s  based on h i s  considerable 
experience i n  deal ing with groups of r e l ig ious .  Sedos Doc. No. 4/2980. 

- Signs of t h e  Times f o r  t h e  Religious i n  A s i a  by Fr. E. Z e i t l e r ,  svd 
- an address given a t  t h e  meeting of the  Asian Conference of m j o r  
Superiors  i n  Bangalore. Sedos Doc. No. 4/2979. 

- The Catholic  Almanac 1978., a one volume encyclopedia o f  f a c t s  and in fo r -  
mation on the  church. Edited by Fel ican  A. Foy, ofm. (Available from 
Our Sunday Vis i to r ,  Huntington Indiana 46750, p r i c e  $7.95) Sedos Doc. 
No. 6/641 c-1 ( r e f ) .  



TOPIC: Helbourne Conference, 1980 

"YOUR KINGIX)M a)t.lE" 

An I n v i t a t i o n  t o  Chr is t ians  

Our Lord Jesus  C h r i s t  teaches us t o  pray f o r  t h e  coming of God's 
kingdan. In  t h e  power of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  each generat ion is  i n v i t e d  to 
seek f i r s t  the  kingdom and its righteousness, be l ieving w a l l  else t h a t  
is necessary f o r  human exis tence  w i l l  be added. 

A s  we pray f o r  t h e  coming of C k d ' s  kingdom we aff i rm our t r u s t  in ,  and 
dependence upon, t h e  God who is Creator, Redeemer, and Saviour, Lord of 
Lords and King of Kings. We pray confidently,  f o r  t h e  kingdan is already 
i n  our  midst,  ye t  w e  pray expectantly, f o r  t h e  kingdm i n  a l l  i ts  f u l l n e s s  
is still to come. 

I n  t h i s  s p i r i t  of  confident and expectant  prayer t h e  Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism of t h e  World Council of Churches i n v i t e s  
the  world Chr i s t i an  community to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a personal and c o l l e c t i v e  
search f o r  t h e  contemporary meaning and f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  prayer f o r  t h e  
coming of t h e  kingdom. 

I n  our  search f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between God's kingdom and our 
mission, we can together:  

- ce lebra te  what @d is doing among h i s  people i n  t h e  world; 
t h e  evidences of t h e  kingdom now i n  our midst; 

- b e t t e r  understand t h e  implicat ions of t h e  coming of t h e  kingdm 
f o r  our  day; 

- sharpen our  expectat ion of t h e  f u l l n e s s  of  t h e  kingdom y e t  t o  cane. 

I n  May 1980 a widely represen ta t ive  body of  t h e  world Chr i s t i an  c m -  
n i t y  w i l l  ga ther  i n  a conference i n  Melbourne, Aust ra l ia ,  t o  consider t h e  
i n s i g h t s  gained from our preliminary study i n  order  t o  express our col lec-  
t i v e  understanding f o r  t h i s  day of our oft-repeated prayer,  "Your kingdom 
came," and t o  lead us l n t o  more f a i t h f u l  obedience under God's reign. This  
conference follows i n  an honoured l i n e  of gather ings  focused on mission 
and un i ty  t h a t  ber~an a t  Edinburgh i n  l o l o ,  and includes more recen t ly  t h e  
1963 Mexico C i t y  assembly which introduced the theme of "Mission t o  Six  
Continents", and t h e  1972 Bangkok conference on "Salvation Today". 

Is a world conference of  t h i s  nature appropr ia te  o r  needed a t  t h i s  
time? We b e l i w e  it is. The world Chr i s t i an  community must pe r iod ica l ly  
reexamine its mission under God; t h e  Gospel compsls u s  t o  do so. Various 
s e c t o r s  of  t h e  world community need t o  en te r  i n t o  c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
each o the r  t o  hear what each is saying, a l l  open t o  mutual co r rec t ion  and 
witness. The almost apocalypt ic  t h r e a t s  to t h e  very survival  of  the  world 
make it imperative t h a t  Chr i s t i ans  together s t r i v e  t o  know t h e  contemporary 
obedience demanded by t h e  kingdom i n  our midst and t h e  kingdom y e t  t o  come. 

A s  we i s s u e  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  w e  would be aware of (1) t h e  context  
within which w e  speak and a c t ,  (2 )  t h e  r ichness  of t h e  kingdcm theme, and 
( 3 )  poss ib le  mis in terpre ta t ions  of t h e  theme. 

The context  

The world is despera te ly  i n  need of t h e  love, joy, peace, j u s t i c e ,  
forgiveness. r econc i l i a t ion  p r m i s e d  i n  the  kingdm. A s  we look a t  our 
contemporary world w e  see  many widences  of s i n  and disrupt ion:  



- s i n ,  personal  and c o l l e c t i v e ,  openly f lou t ing  God's holy w i l l ,  
- meaninglessness i n  personal and group l i f e ,  

den ia l  of bread and den ia l  of abundant l i f e ,  
- oppression of t h e  poor and powerless, 
- v i o l a t i o n  of elemental human r i g h t s ,  
- p o t e n t i a l  des t ruc t ion  by weapons of inca lcu lab le  power. 

Though tempted t o  pessimism and despai r ,  w e  t a k e  hope when, a s  we 
pray f o r  t h e  coming of God's re ign ,  we f i n d  mul t ip le  evidences of t h e  
r e a l i t y  of h i s  kingdom i n  our midst:  

- persons and communities committing and r e c o m i t t i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  
t o  Jesus C h r i s t ,  

- people of the  kingdom suf fe r ing  courageously i n  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  g r e a t  
t r i a l  ou t  of l o y a l t y  to Jesus Chr is t ,  

- Chr i s t i ans  a n d o t h e r s v a l i a n t l y  challenging powers and p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  
t h a t  oppress and destroy,  

- communities seeking ou t  new ways t o . c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  and 
o the r s ,  

- t h e  l i f e  and death of many who, i n  humble s impl ic i ty  remain f a i t h f u l  
to our Lord, witnesses t o  the abiding kingdom. 

We be l i eve  t h a t  God cannot be defeated by human s i n ;  God's coming 
re ign w i l l  no t  be destroyed by human disobedience. 

A s  we a r e  preparing ourselves f o r  t h e  conference on "Your kingdom 
come" w e  want tz look deeply i n t o  our contemporary r e a l i t y ,  seeing God'e 
hand i n  our present  s i t u a t i o n ,  and believing t h a t  our prayer f o r  t h e  coming 
o f  t h e  kingdom and our expectht ion of t h e  r e ign  of God must also be informed 
by an honest real ism about a world i n  anguish. Fai thfulness  i n  mission 
demands nothing Less. 

The r i chness  of t h e  kingdom theme 

We do no t  da rc  t r y  t o  encompass i n  words t h e  r ichness  i n  t h e  theme 
of God's kingdom, bu t  we can po in t  t o  some aspec t s  of it which seem pro- 
mising a s  wc begin our s tudy o f  God's reign.  

The k i n g d o m :  A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  kingdom is our  
Lord Jesus C h r i s t ,  who came i n  meekness as t h e  Suffering Servant, t h e  
tlessiah despisnd and r e j e c t e d  by h i s  awn, t h e  person f o r  o t h e r s  na i l ed  t o  
t h e  c ross  who over turns  human c a l c u l a t i o n s  of power and lordship .  The 
su f fe r ing  God comes t o  us with a p w e r  we yearn t o  understand and t o  
rece ive ,  i n v i t i n g  u s  t o  be with the  su f fe r ing  C h r i s t  i n  the s t rugg les  of 
the world. Such su f fe r ing  power enables us to  f i n d  s t r eng th  amid s t rugg le ,  
courage i n  t h e  f ace  of despai r .  

The kinqdom a s  judgment and mercy: The kingdom holds a l l  human -- 
s o c i e t i e s  and ac:~ievements under God's judgment. A l l  persons and communi- 
t i e s  a r e  subjoct  t o  h i s  judgment and r e c i p i e n t s  of h i s  mercy, b u t  we p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  note  t h a t  t h e  church which claims t h e  name of Jesus  C h r i s t  i s  
under God's judgment i n  a spec ia l  way. We t r u s t  t h a t  o u t  of t h i s  judgment 
and mercy may emerge a p u r i f i e d  people t h a t  proclaims and embraces the  
kingdom. 

The kingdom a s  t a sk  and challenge: The prayer  f o r  a coming kingdo!$ 
i s  a prayer of r e spons ib i l i ty .  I t  challenges us to  g ive  ourselves i n  
se rv ice  t o  t h e  God f o r  whose kingdom we pray,  not  counting t h e  cost b u t  
pledging a l l .  Our mission is t o  proclaim t h e  Word of God, t o  name the  
Name of Jesus C h r i s t ,  t h a t  a l l  hunanity may respond t o  t h e  c a l l  our Lord 
presents  end t u r n  t o  him. Our n i s s i o n  i s  a l s o  to o f f e r  good news t o  t h e  
poor, t o  heal  the  s i c k ,  t o  proclaim l i b e r t y  t o  t h e  capt ive ,  t o  provide 



s i g h t  t o  the  b l ind ,  t o  announce the  acceptable time of t h e  Lord. 

The kingdom a s  hope: The kingdom is i n  our midst ,  o f f e r i n g  us  s t r eng th  
f o r  t h e  d a i l y  s t ruggle ;  y e t  we  pray f o r  God's re ign  t o  come i n  f u l l n e s s .  
The presence and work of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  g i v e  us  g r e a t  hope. The despai r  
t o  which we a r e  tempted can never be a f i n a l  despa i r ,  f o r  God is a l ready 
v i c t o r i o u s  over t h e  fo rces  of s i n  and death. 

Poss ib le  mis in terpre ta t ions  >f t h e  kingdom theme 

AS w e  i n v i t e  t h e  world Chr i s t i an  commuhity t o  discover t h e  meaning 
and r ichness  of the  theme "Your kingdom m e "  we a r e  aware of c e r t a i n  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  we regard a s  inadequate: 

"Since God w i l l  b r ing  t h e  kingdom, we need do nothing." The announce- 
ment of the  kingdom is not  a c a l l  to p a s s i v i t y  and inact ion .  I t  is  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of those who most trust i n  God's ac t ion  t h a t  they work wst 
u n t i r i n g l y  i n  God's mission. The prayer f o r  t h e  coming of the  kingdom 
o f f e r s  no exemption from responsible work f o r  r ighteousness and j u s t i c e .  

"Since t h e  kingdom is not  of t h i s  world, we need only t o  pray f o r  a 
heavenly kingdom beyond t h i s  world." Our -ord c l e a r l y  indica ted  t h a t  t h e  
kingdom is  a l ready  i n  our midst. Promised t h e  kingdom of heaven, w e  are 
never the less  under an imperative t o  l i v e  joyfu l ly  i n  t h e  world a s  p i lgr ims 
and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  God's mission. A s  we pray "Your kingdom come" we 
look t o  t h e  f u t u r e  with hope, bu t  we a r e  no t  allowed any exemption from 
present  involvement i n  t h e  i s sues  and concerns of t h i s  woeld. The heavenly 
re ign  is i n  a very r e a l  sense here i n  our  midst,  and t o  it w e  must camit 
our b e s t  e f f o r t .  

"The kingdom and a j u s t  human s o c i e t y  a r e  one and t h e  same." I n  our 
emphasis u w n  t h e  oresent  r e a l i t y  of Cad's re ion ,  and its cominq f u l f i l l -  - - - - - .  

ment, we may a t  times appear t o  i d e n t i f y  a p a r t i c u l a r  human s o c i e t y  with 
t h e  kingdom, bu t  we recognize t h a t  t h i s  i s  u l t ima te ly  f a l s e .  

A l l  human s o c i e t i e s  s tand under t h e  judgment of God, a f a c t  we must 
never fo rge t .  

Even a s  we  work i n  t h e  kingdom and seek its righteousness,  we 
acknowledge our p a r t i a l  understanding of t h e  f u l l  nature of t h e  kingdom 
ahead, a kingdcm whose dimensions and s ign i f i cance  mere human arrangements 
cannot descr ibe .  

"The kingdom and t h e  church a r e  one and the.same:' The church and t h e  
k ingdm are r e l a t e d ,  b u t  never can be equated a s  one and t h e  same. I n  
worship, l i t u r g y  and sacraments we have a f o r e t a s t e  of t h e  kingdom, a 
ce lebra t ion  of t h e  g lo ry  of t h e  Lord. God c a l l s  the  church i n t o  being f o r  
kingdom purposes. The church is c a l l e d  t o  seek t h e  kingdom, t o  commit 
i t s e l f  t o  the  kingdom, t o  pray f o r  t h e  kingdom, and t o  l i v e  i n  obedience 
t o  t h e  kingdom under t h e  guidance of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  The h i s t o r i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  church is  i t s e l f  always under t h e  ju&qnent o f  God's reign.  

This  is  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  jo in  i n  a process of prayer,  r e f l e c t i o n ,  
search and obedience under t h e  conference theme "Your kingdom come". 
We s e e  t h e  t a s k  a s  urgent ,  and w e  look forward expectantly t o  t h e  
response a l l  Chr i s t i ans  may o f f e r  t o  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n ,  a s  together  
we seek t h e  understanding and obedience we now only s e e  i n  p a r t .  
May w e ,  under God, l e a r n  more of t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of God's p r ~ m i s e s  
f o r  us and f o r  t h e  world, a s  w e  pray 

"Your kingdom come". 

Apr i l  1978 - World Council of Churches: Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism. P.O. Box 66, 150 Route de  Ferney, 1211 Geneva, Switzerland. 



Place  

America 

2.1 BERNIUDA 

2.2 CANADA 

2.3 GWEXLBND 

2.4 ST. PIEWlE & MIQUEZaN 

2.5 USA INCL IIBl4AII 

L a t i n  h n e r i c a  

2.6 BOLIVIA 

2.7 BRAZIL 

78/217 

Part 2: Nor th  and South he r ioa  

TotdL Congregat ions  

OM1 S J  FSC 
FMM OP SSND 
PA RGS CSSP 
MSC RSGJ SM 

SDS IMC CNW CP 

CM SVD SMA MSF 
MEP FSCJ sm 
CRSA SA CGARM 
SDS om-CAP om 

CSSP 

ST ssm s m  
FSC sm OP ow 
OM1 SM RSGJ CM 

CP KM(S) SDB 

R E  SVD CSSP --- 
m m MM(F) SSPS MSC 
m TOTAL: NORTH AMEXICA m 
m m m scm SMA 
m 

36,660 
m 

m m MSF ICM IMC 
m m FSCJ PA PPlE 

SCMMT SX w 
CRSA MEP SA 
SPS SM sns 
c ~ c x  ssr, .#m 
& C r n  om-CAP 

ST SllB MM(F) 
RGS FSC MM(S) 
0141 OP CP SSND 

CM &CARM om 
SDB S J  SND R E  

SSPS SVD FSC m 
FMM SSND CSSP 
PIME MSC om CP 

MSF FSCJ CRSA 

c OP SX RSGJ 

OM1 SNDN SCMMM 

SGMMT ICM MEP 



Plane 

Latin Amerioa 

2.13 SURINAM 

2.14 VENEZUELB 

2.15 BELIZE 

2.16 WBL ZON'E 

2.17 COSTA R I G 4  

SJ SDB FSC OP 

RSCJ m rn mc 
CP SVI) MSC SX 
SB SIS O-CBRM 
OmwAP OW RGS 

SDE SJ R C  OK 
FSCJ CW SM CP 
lQI(s) OFMCAP RGS 

CSSP 

SJ FNM SDEI: OF 
RSCJ CBI IWI(F) 
CP SM m(S)  MSG 

OSU OM1 FSCJ 
SNDW SSND S W  
SSC WBRM 0% 
CAP om RG3 

SJ OP SIIF CM 
FSC CP RSCJ RGS 
MM(F) SDS SCMKM 

OSU' OMC MSC 
HM(S) O-CARM 
OFPGCAP om 

CM RGS 

OP SIX+ CM SJ R(5 
FSC 0 m A P  om 
SJ SDB CNKM(9) BGS 
OP MM(F) CP om 

SDB SJ MM(F) OP 

MM(S) FSC CICM 
CM mc IOM ssm 
OFM-CAP om R E  



Plaoe 

Latin Amerioa 

2.22 NICARAGUA 

2.23 PANAMA 

2.24 ARGENTINA 

2.25 BR. ANTBRTIC TERR 

2.26 CHILE 

2.27 FBLKLBND LShWIS 

2.28 PARAGUAY 

SJ QI SSM) OP 
SDB FSC CP OPW- 
CAP om R 5  

FSC SIlB ST RSCJ 
UP FSCJ OM CP 

FNIHI OM1 om SX 
S M  ~U%(F) KM(S) 
CSSP MSF CRSA SM 
clm-cAT' om R 5  

SJ FSC SIB OP 

W(S) MSC CM R(S 
m ( ~ )  SM Om-cbP 
OW. 

S J  FSC CBI SDB 

MM(S.) OP CP s.m 
OW RGS 

SDE SSF'S SVD RC5 
FNM SJ FSC RSCJ 

OF m mc CP 
O M 1  SSND MSF ItSC 

SMd WARM SDS 
OFM-CAP om SIa 

SDB SJ RSCJ R 5  
SSPS FSC m sm 
OP MM(F) MSF 
MM(S) CP OMI CM 
SSND MHM SM SSC 

OmfrCAP om 

SVD sm SJ OH1 

FMM FSC CSSP CM 

CP OP OEM RCS 

SDH SJ RSCJ PMlrI 
OM1 OP CM CP 
OW-CAP OR4 RCS 



Latin Bnerioa 

2.31 BAHAMAS 

2.32 BPBBdDOS 

2.33 BR. VIRGIN ISLES 

2.34 CdYMBN Ism 

2.35 CUBA 

2.36 DOMINICA 

2.37 DOMINICAN REP. 

2.38 GRENADA 

2.39 CUdTmaUPE 

2 -40 HAITI 

2.42 MARTINIQLTE 

2.43 Morn- 

2.44 - ANTILLES 

2.45 FCDTO RICO 

SDB CSSP SMA SM 

OSU OP SJ 

SJ SDB CM FSC 
RSW OP CP om 
CAP om 
ICM 

SJ SDE MSC C I Q  

FSC OP CM 
0-cm QmkCAP 

OM1 CICM SDB 

FSC ICM OP 

SJ CP ICM OP 

OSU FSC om 

CSSP 

ICM 

OP FSC CM 

RSCJ SSND CM 

SDB CSSP SJ CP 
FSC OM1 OP SM 
0-Cm om 

2.46 ST. KITmNEVIS 

2.48 ST VINCENT 6 FSC 

2.50 lURKS WCOS ISLANDS 

2.51 US VIRGIN ISLANDS I9 ICM 

rn 
m TQTAId LATIN AWERICA 

rn 
m 

m m 
rn zT,O81 rn 
rn m 




