


Forty-one Future Problem 

(an article published i n  THE FUTUREST, Oat- 1977) 

Here is the  list of lonpte rm soc i e t a l  problem iden t i f i ed  by 

researchers a t  SRI International 's  k t e r  fo r  the  Study of Sooial Polioy. 
'Fhe emphasis i s  on national o r  international-scale problems tha t  could 
become major soc ie ta l  c r i s e s  i n  the  coming decades but are not very widely 

r ewmized  a t  the  present time. 

1, Malnutrition-Induced Mental B f i c i e n c i e s  Leading t o  Soc i i l  In- 
s t a b i l i t y .  Malnutrition during the  prenatal  period and infancy seems t o  

result in permanent mental and emotional damage. The soc i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

r e su l t s  of mentally def ic ient  and possibly emotionally unstable p o p  
ula t ions ,  especial ly  i n  the  t h i r d  m r l d  where malnutrition is endemio, 

w i l l  be ser ious  for  an increasingly complex and interdependent world. 

2. The Cultural Exclusion of the Aged. In a l l  developed ocuntries 

the  absolute and proportional gmwth of t he  aging population is s t r a in ing  
soc ia l  and economic i n s t i t u t i ons .  Growth oocurs through a oombination 

of demogaphics , lengthening l i f e  span, and e a r l i e r  retirement. The 

ewnomio problem is tha t  of an increasing economic load per worker t o  
support the  aging, which may intensify  the  p o l i t i c a l  conf l ic t  between 
young and old .  The sociocul tural  problem is  tha t  of wasted lives- 
c i t izens  without par t i c ipa t ing  roles.  The breakdown of extended family 
s t rvctures  i n  many nations i s  making the time of growing o ld  one of 

enforced idleness and loss  of meaning i n  l i f e .  Strvctural  change i n  
society m&y be required fo r  the  eventual resolut ion of the  problem of 

mg. 

3 .  Global Firewood Shortage. h u t  one-third of the  world's pow-. 
la t ion r e l i e s  on wood aa i ts  prinoipal fue l .  Rising population haa 

oreated overwhelming demands on fores t  reserves,  par t i cu la r ly  i n  Afrioa, 

the  Indian subcontinent, and Latin h e r i c a .  The major consequenoe has 

bean massive deforestation,  with resul tant  flooding, e+osion, olimate 

c-ge, and lo s s  of land su i tab le  fo r  farming. The subs t i tu t ion  of animal 

dung fo r  mod fue l  haa fur ther  damaged the  s o i l  by denying it natural  
hums and f e r t i l i z e r .  High prices f o r  f o s s i l  fue l s  discourage mod- 
dependent peoples from abandoning des tmct ive  use of mod and animal wastes. 

4. C r i t  i o a l  Advances i n  Biomedical Technology. 
Access t o  Life Fktension. The development of life-extending 

medical techniques r a i s e s  important questions about access. Fxperienoe 
with rena l  dialyBis maohines indicates t h a t  the wpply  of Burgeons 
and of natural  organ o r  machine replacements w i l l  probAbly not meet 
demand. 



Genetic Engineering. Developments i n  bioscienoe, par t icular ly  in 

what i s  called genetio engineering, pose unprecedented soc ia l  and 

e th ioa l  paoblems. The a b i l i t y  t o  control  the  sex of human be- and 

t h e i r  physical, mental, .and emotional c h a r a c t e r i s t ~ c s  (using teoh- 

niques modeled on animal husbandry) threatens the moral basis of 

h a n  sooia l  organization. These forms of population shaping and 

oontrol a re  more d i rec t  than even drug o r  mass psychologioal manip 
u la t  ion. 

&thanask. Strong movemsnts are developing fo r  the  adoption of 

euthanasia t o  dispose of the aged and u n f i t .  Supporters of this 

movement promote the oonoept of voluntary death fo r  those laoking a 
plane i n  society. 

5. The Growing Confliot Between Central Control and Individual b e - -  

&om. The advance of science has produced technologies of e n o m u s  power, 
soale and sophistication. ?he s ize  and soope of both publio and private 

organizations have grown enormously in the past  200 years. Many of 

sooietyls i l l s ,  especially crime, the economy, and energy, seem t o  be 

demanding immediate and effect ive solution.  The growth of giant urban 
aomplexes, with highly mobile populations, contributes t n  the  decline of 

sooial  oohesion and binding in s t i t u t i ons ,  such aa the cnmmunity and the 

family. 

The power of our technology seems t o  require equally powerful re&- 
lat ion.  The scale  of our organizations inoreasingly makes them remote 

from and dominant over the  c i t izenry.  The urgency of problems often 

seem t o  demand the sac r i f i ce  (a lbei t  wi l l ing)  of individual freedoms end 

sometimes of c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  ( the  threat  of a i r ~ l a n e ~ h i j a c k i n g  led t o  

warrantless search at  a i rpo r t s ) .  'I@ decline of sooial  oohesion plaaes 

ever greater  demands on the  formal i n s t i t u t i ons  of society.  The net 

resu l t  is a reduction i n  the  accountability of  i n s t i t u t i ons ,  i n  the  

effioaay of individual choice, and i n  the preservation of c i v i l  libertiem 

-in short ,  producing the conait iom for  a progressively authori tar ian 

society. 

6. The Conflict Between Low &wth and Rising Ekpeotations. b r l d -  

wide expansion of c o m i c a t i o n s  and transportation networks i s  leading 

t o  r i s i n g  material  expectations and a growing sense of inequity emng 

those i n  the  lower economio spectrum. The gap between r i c h  and poor 

nations grew rapidly from only $10&$200 (per capi ta  product) in  1850 

t o  over $2000 in  1970. Unt i l  recently, world indus t r ia l  growth was seen 

as the ohief means of c losing the gap. H~wever: if the world i s ,  indoed 

facing fundamental l imits  t o  growth or ,  f o r  other reasons, nations are 
unable t o  achieve growth, expectations w i l l  be fmst ra ted .  Widening the 

gap wi l l  inorease the likelihood of p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  and violence. 



7. Polioe Alienation born the Pnplaae.  New teohnology is having an 

unanticipated effect  on the nature of U.S. law enforcement ac t iv i t i e s .  

The demand has been f o r  teohnological augmentattion and extension of eaah 

offioer 's  oapabi l i t ies .  The economio pressures tha t  neoessitate inc 
oreasing the area of his coverage, the speed of his  response, and the 

level of foroe he employs have increased the soc ia l  distanoe bethwwn the 

o f f i m r  and the cit izens he serves. Blienation of polioe o f f i ce r s  from 

all segments of our sooiety is suoh that  polioe forces are  regarded in 
some plaoes as an arqy r f  oocupation. 

8. L3ss of OLllttmal Diversity. emergenoe of one interdependent 

m r l d  economy linked by rapid oomrmnioations and transportation i s  leading 

t o  homogaization of world oulture . The r e su l t i ng  standardization muld  

allow greater  economid eff ic iency and gre+ter po l i t i ca l  and soc ia l  st+ 
b i l i t y .  However, a cu l tura l ly  unified world might be l e s s  adaptable and 

l e s s  creative than a cu l tura l ly  heterngeneow one. It is well hewn tha t  

a complex eoology (e.g., a t ropioal  ra infores t )  has greater potential  

for  survival and is more s t ab l e  than a simple eaology (e.g., monooulture). 

& r ? w e r ,  our r ich  m i x  of ou l tura l  systems is worth preserving because 
suoh systems have in t r i n s in  worth and maJr a lso contribute understanding 

essen t ia l  t o  the solution of h a n  problems. 

9. Potent ia l  fo r  New Urban Violenoe. The deter iorat ion of older 
he r ioan  o i t i e s  and the deoline of t he i r  eoonomies threaten;-to t r ap  urban 
populations i n  a s i tuat ion not unlike that  of Appalachia. The s i tua t ion  
of these depressed and despairing agglomerations-including already 
impoverished minority groups-portends widespread and pers is tent  violence. 

@asi-guerilla w a r f a r e  in the inner c i t i e s  with raids against outlying, 

r m r e  affluent areas and assaul ts  against police and public servioe 

f a c i l i t i e s  may reach intolerable  levels. 

10. The "Invisible" Famine. Emn s l i g h t  variations in world olimate 

can have s ignif ioant  impacts on food and hunger problems. Beoause t h i s  

effeot is widespread, an " invis ible  famine" blankets may of the  poor 
nations ra ther  than being focused i n  a par t icu la r  geographio area. The 

virrtims are l i ke ly  t o  be i n  l e s s  vis ible  m r a l  areas beoause o i ty  pow-.. 

la t ions  are fed first t o  ease the threat  of disruption there.  

11. Pers is tent  Malnutrition Despite Bff luenoe . Serious lack of 

nu t r i t ion  as a r e m l t  of the composition of the  d i e t  imperils even 

affluent Bnerioans . New defioiencies are oontinually being discovered 

aa nut r i t iona l  knowledge improves. Well-lcnown problems such as obesity, 

sugar overoonsumption, and nutr ient  removal i n  oereal  processing pers is t  
due t o  public t a s t e  and the influenoe of teohnology and advert is ing (e.g., 

cost and efficienoy pressures i n  ove-ihe-counter and other food services,  
and t o t a l  exposure t o  advert is ing influenoes through TV and other sophis- 
t icated motivational methods ) . 
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12. Teenage AlcohoUsm. Heavy consumption ~f alcohol among ado- 

lescents  (13 - 18 years of age) i s  now a t  about 25%. This extension of 

adul t  drinking pat terns  i n t o  youth groups i m c a t e s  t h a t  the  present 

ser ious  pmblem of  high a l m h o l  cammpt lon  endemic i n  the  United Sta tes  

m q  grow worse. Further ,  teenage alcoholism contr ibutes  t o  t h e  problem 

of juvenile crime. 

13. Lack of  Functional Life &lls i n  M u l t s .  Recent U.S. Offioe i ~ f  

Cducation t e s t s  indica te  t h a t  l e s s  than ha l f  t h e  na t ion ' s  a d u l t s  possess 

t h e  bas ic  s k i l l s  t o  function w e l l  ih toda;yls soc ie ty .  More than  2% are 

b x e l y  able t o  read want ads o r  t o  do the  a r i thmet ic  neoessary t o  use a 
checkbook. These r e s u l t s  r a i s e  severe questions about t h e  e f f i cacy  of 

America education and s u w s t  t h a t  ae our soo ie ty  becomes increas ingly  

complex m a q f  more people w i l l  be unable t o  master t h e  s k i l l s  necessary t o  

function I-ell. 

14. A Growing Subculture of  t h e  Information-Pof,r . A post - indust r ia l  

soc ie ty  places high value on posseseing and e f f e a t i v e l y  us ing informatinn. 

H c w v e ~ ,  t h e  gap is widening between those who a r e  information-rich and 
those ~dio a r e  information-poor. Economio, educat ional ,  s o c i a l ,  and mo- 

t i v a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  crea te  an u n c m l d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a b i l i t y  t o  make use ef 
our soph i s t i ca ted  new communioations technology. Mare equal  aooess t o  moh 
t e c h f i o l o a  i s  an ineffec t ive  s o l u t i o n  because a b i l i t y  t o  use t h e  technology 

depends on t h e  information a l r eady  held by t h e  use r .  Thus those  who 

possess t h e  information oan use t h e  new technology t o  increase t h e i r  

e x i s l i n g  ad.vantas over t h o s ~  who have not. 

15. Bar r i e r s  t o  LargeScale  Technologioal Innovations. A l l  irr- 
d u s t r i e l  na t ions  f ind  it increas ingly  d i f f i c u l t  t a  car ry  out large-soale 

teohnological  p ro jec t s  in a r i t i o a l  f i e l d s  such as t r anspor ta t ion ,  energy, 

food production, environmental p ro te r t ion ,  and housing. Ihge publio,  

p r iva te ,  o r  mixed investment schemes e i t h e r  f a i l  t o  achieve t h e  promised 

r e s u l t s  t echn ioa l ly  (e .g., t h e  Bay Area Rapid Transit o r  BART) o r  prove 

f a r  more c o s t l y  than o r i g i n a l l y  estimated ( t h e  Concorde SST pro jeot  ) . 
Such fhilures-contrasted with e a r l i e r  suooesses ( r a i l r o a d s ,  a i r l i n e s ,  

t e l e v i s i o n )  oontr ibute  t o  growing disbel ief  i n  promised benef i t s  and dis- 

co -a -as  both p r iva te  and public. wi l l inmess  t o  inves t .  Tnere i s  a eon- 

s e p e ~ t  l o s s  nf f a i t h  i n  technology and a growing reluotanoe t c  take bold 
i n m v a t  ive  r i s k s  . 

15, Tne Socia l  Impaot of Changing Role of Women. Increas ingly ,  

womc:l are e n t e r i n g  the  work force .  Equal oppor tuni ty  laws and changing 

mores s-.~ggest t h a t  many w i l l  eventual ly  assume s e n i o ~  @ s i t i o n s  i n  
gcvernment and business. Moreover, they  w i l l  do so  without having t o  
adapt $9  male behavioral  n o r m .  As the number of  women i n  t h e s e  posi t ions 
inoreases dramatioal ly,  t h e  na tu re  of the  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  probably 

o h a n e  i n  response.  In t h e  long term, t h e  change should prove prnductive 



and beneficial .  k i n g  the t r ans i t i on ,  however, in ternal  problem, re- 
sembling those of a clash of cul tures ,  can be anticipated.  Ins t i tu t iona l  

effeotiveness may suffer  a short-term deoline while the problems are 
resolved . 

17. The Sooiocultural Impaot of Media. Fhther than d i reo t  experienoes 

i n  the real world, an inomasing pmportion of people's l i f e  experienoes 

are vioarious thmugh the media. Consequently, t h e i r  perception of soc ia l  

r e a l i t y  may be dis tor ted,  and t h e i r  judgment may be m r e  resceipt ible  t o  

intentional and unintentional manipulation. They m a y  also tend t o  with- 

draw from d i reo t  po l i t i ca l  and soc ia l  part ioipation.  

18. The Social Implications of Changing Family Rrms. k i n g  the  past 
decade the U.S. has seen a d r a s t i c  inorease in the divorce r a t e  and in the 

number of single-parent families.  Ti-aditionally, we have expected the 

products of broken homes t o  exhibit  undesirable sooial  behavior. If t rue ,  

society can expect increased delinquency, a l ienat ion,  and mental i l lness .  

Perhaps as s ignif icant  i s  a growing acceptance of the  nonpermanent marriage 

and nonrelated family groups, whioh undercut older  expectations of per- 

manence and family s t a b i l i t y .  This w i l l  have impaot on the whole range of 

soc ia l ,  eoonomio, and legal ins t i tu t ions  designed f o r  the nuolear family 
(parents and children).  

19. The Effects of Stress on Individuals and Society. The negative 

effects  of s t r e s s  may p o s t  the United States more than 8100 b i l l i o n  

annually. Although moh is being done to  t r e a t  the  symptoms of s t r e s s  

through such remedies as drugs, there are s ign i f ican t  aspects of the  pmblem 

tha t  are barely recognized, l e t  alone studied. There a re ,  fo r  example, 

di f ferent  types of s t r e s s  -some of them potent ia l ly  benef ic ia l .  Cur treat-  

ment approaohes tend t o  be monolithic, perhaps worsening some kinds of s t ress .  

Similarly we h o w  littls atcut soc ie ta l  s t r e s s  resu l t ing  from'individual 

s t resses .  Because stress-producing s i tuat ions  such as job and f a m i l y  
insecuri t ies  seem on the r i s e ,  stress-related pathologies w i l l  a lso l ike ly  
increase. At  the  same time, with growing demand fo r  some form of national 

health care,  the  costs  of medical treatment of stress-related symptom could 

be expected t o  inorease substant ia l ly .  If the apparent correla t ion betmen 

the  ra te  of s o c i a l  change and soc ia l  s t r e s s  is r e a l ,  it can be expected tha t  

s t r e s s  on the soc ia l  level  w i l l  r i s e  as well. 

20. The Potential  Use and Misuse of "Consciousness Technologies." 
Various "oonsciousness teohnolcgies" consti tute an applied science that  
draws upon medicine, physics, psychology, neurcphysiology, and p a r a p  

sychology. Research i s  revealing the potent ia l  impacts of these technologies 

upon humankind -both fnr  good and fo r  ill. Whether they present a con- 

siderable opportunity or  a considerable problem depends on t h e i r  diffusion 

and application,  as i l l u s t r a t ed  below: 
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-Alternative medioine: A growing body of research ind ica tes  t h a t  

many d i seases  involve psyohosomatic mind-body in teradt ion .  If so ,  inte- 

g ra t ing  t h e  psychologioal/mind-body oomponent in to  t h e  treatment m u l d  be 

a potent a i d  in reducing disease.  Serious quest ians about t h e  f i s c a l  
dependabil i ty of na t iona l  hea l th  care insuranoe and t h e  rapid  i n f l a t i o n  

of medioal oosts ind ica te  t h a t  we badly need supplements t o  expensive 

t r a d i t i o n a l  medioine. 

-Capacity+nhanoing technologies: Evidence e x i s t s  t h a t  the  lnunan 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  rapid  learning,  o r e a t i v i t y ,  h e a l i n g  and t h e  l i k e  exoeeds 
customary assumptions. Consoiousncss research  suggests s so ioou l tu ra l  

b a r r i e r s  and professional  taboos may be r e s t r i c t i n g  appl ica t ion  of new 

teohniques in problem solving,  hea l th  oare,  education,  and oriminal  re- 

h a b i l i t a t i o n .  

-Psyohio a b i l i t i e s :  There i s  &owing evidence t h a t  psychic a b i l i t i e s  

mqy e x i s t  and t h a t  they may have oonsiderable p o t e n t i a l  f o r  misuse, prin- 

c i p a l l y  i n  two forms: acqu i s i t ion  of oonf iden t i a l  information and 
ganeration of l o n g d i s t a n c e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  could by psychologically dis- 
o r i e n t i n g  and physical ly harmful. A t  present  we have i n s u f f i c i e n t  ' . 

information t o  evaluate with confidence whether such a b i l i t i e s  e x i s t  o r  t h e  

t h r e a t  presented by t h i s  teohnology of mind-a technology t h a t  may be 

rapid ly  developed, given current  s o i e n t i f i c  inves t iga t ions .  

21. Decreasing Capital  Productivi ty of New Technology. New teohnology 

s e w  t o  o f f e r  increasingly small re turn  on c a p i t a l  investments. Investors  

f e a r  t h a t  p r e v a i l i n g  cormodity pr ices  i n  many indus t r i e s  are too  low t o  

support the  r i s k  and t h a t  necessary inoreases would not be s u p N r t e d  i n  the  

market. The a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  t o  s e e k , ~ v e m m c n t  subsidy o r  t a x  incentives.  

However, t o  do t h i s  is t o  i n v i t e  evenunent  r egu la t ion  o r  in tervent ion  in 
business decision-making. Rather than r i s k i n g  an uncer ta in  market o r  

shar ing  oontro l  with the  government, i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  may increas ingly  e l e c t  

t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  investments and l i v e  cn pas t  oarnings while t h e  general 

econony s t agna tes .  

22. Regulatory Rest ra in ts  and Ecnnomic Growth. Demand f o r  s t r i c t e r  

regula t ion  of t h e  emnomy appears t o  be r i s i n g  as a r e s u l t  of  more u n i v e ~ c  
s a l  appreoiat ion of needs ( t o  contain po l lu t ion ,  conserve resources,  

reduoe hazards) ,  b e t t e r  organiza t ion  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups, hi&er 

l eve l s  of publio support,  and d i s t r u s t  of lare i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Regulation 
could be r e s t r i c t i v e  enou& t o  reduce product iv i ty ,  discourage f ree  enter- 

p r i s e ,  e l iminate  development o f  s ign i f i can t  resouroes,  such as o i l  sha le ,  

and increase oos t s  in domains such as coa l  mining. There may be a problem 

of  increas ingly  onerous t r adeof f s  between t h e  need f o r  r egu la t ion  and t h e  

requirements of  a heal thy economy. 

23. Weapons Teohnoloiy and t h e  Right t o  Bear Arms. In t h e  pas t ,  
c e r t a i n  weapons (explosives and machine guns) have been excluded by l a w  
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from inclus ion in the o o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  bear  arms. However, new 
weapons technology, m u l t i n g  from m i l i t w j  research  and t h e  publ ic ' s  

demand f o r  b e t t e r  ant icr iminal  mapons , is  a l ready beginning t o  strain 
e x i s t i n g  laws. Weapons such as electric-*hock Tasers and t r a n q u i l i z e r  

guns are al ready widely ava i l ab le .  Contro l l ing  t h i s  p m l i f e r a t i o n  of new 

weapons i s  d i f f i c u l t  because o f  a perceived growing gap between the  arms 
allowed the  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  and the  arms used by t h e  pol ice  and mi l i t a ry .  

24, b l a t i v e  Effects  of Pollut ioo.  is new inc'.ustrial processes are 

developed and nex products a rc  mamf3ctwed,  t h e  number &d quan t i ty  of 

new c h e m i d  compowcts re leased in to  the environment have increased drar 

matical ly.  The e f f e c t s  of these  compomds on humm hea l th  and personal i ty  

and on t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of the  eoosystem msy he unknowable f o r  yea r s  o r  even 

generations. The l u g e  number o f  such new compounds ( e s t i m ~ t e d  at about 

5000 per yea r )  makes it almost impossible t o  e s t a b l i s h  an acceptable 

t e s t i n g  progam,  :;hich is t h e  ncocssary f i r s t  s t e p  i n  determining po ten t i a l  

de le te r ious  e f f e c t s .  Monitoring of po l lu tan t s  , understanding hnw they 

rcaoh man and h i s  environment, chmac te r i z ing  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n s  with o t h e r  

chemicals, and assess ing  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  inducing lo!+level, long-term 

e f feo t s  a re  beyond our prcsent  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

25. Limits t o  the Management nf Large, Complox Systems. The power t o  

c rea te  l a rge  complex systems (cco~omic ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l )  does not 

automatical ly confer the  power t o  e f f c c t h e l y  con t ro l  such systems. There 

is gmwing evidence t h a t  ;';re have eggregated small, comprehensible systems 

i n t o  supersystems t h a t  a re  very d j - f f i m l t  f o  man- a t  a l l ,  l e t  alone in a 
democratic, participa-bory fashion.  ni.rthc? , large, complex systems tend 

toward oondit ions of r e l a t i - e l y  low perfor;iance as they become more 

incomprehensible and l e s s  amenable t o  democratic o o n t m l .  There is a 
t rade-off  between reduced e f f i c i e n c y  and increased capacity f o r  su rv iva l  

through many l e v e l s  nf backup systems. Lars, complex systems a lso  tend 

t o  become increasinc* w l n c r a b l e  t o  d i s rup t ion  a t  key points  as a oon- 

sequence of inc reas ing  i e v e l s  of interdependence. They a l so  demand an 

ever higher l e v e l  of s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  on the  p a r t  of individuals .  

26. The Apparent Confl ict  Between F?orld Peace and World J u s t i c e .  The 

sucoess of e f f o r t s  t o  preserve rrorld peace and a tendency t o  replace peace 

with s t a b i l i t y  and the abcence of conf l i c t  may r e s u l t  i n  t h e  preservat ion 

of e x i s t i n g  i n e q u i t i e s  within and between na t ions .  This poses the  danger 

of t h e  defense o f  i n j u s t i c e  itl thc  name o f  peace and the  danger of f a r  

more ser ious  and uncontrol lable e r ~ n t i o n s  i n  t h e  fu tu re .  

27. Catastrophic Experiments. The des t ruo t ive  p o t e n t i a l  of Bome new 

and emerging technologies has r a i s a d  quest ions a5out whether some 

experimentation might have ca tas t rophic  r e s u l t s  and, hence, should not be 

permitted. Eor~evc;-, t he  tradi- ' ions1 e t h i c  aqd p rac t i ce  of sc ienoe  and 

the  p o t e n t i a l  benef i t  foreseen f r c n  the s u c c e s s f ~ l  development o f  suoh 

technologies seem t o  demand t h a t  thc  experimentation a, forward i n  s p i t e  
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of the r isk.  Eaanples can be drawn f r o m  pbysiw ( e s p i a l l y  the  nuclear 

f i e ld )  and from tho biolcgioal s o i e n o ~ s  (e.g., t e s t  tube creation8 of new 

strains of bacter ia) .  No mechanism e m  f o r  identifying potent ia l ly  

catastrophic experiments. 

28. Vulnerability of Water %pplies. The dovelopnent of  highly tcxio 

chemioals and bacteriological  substanma and the increasing ava i lab i l i ty  
of powerful rad io logicd  materials pose a c lear  and present danger. Their 

accidental o r  deliberate intrcduotion into public water supply sys tem 

would have disastrous msu l t a  . The complexity of modern water supply 

system and the  vast populations they serve e w e r b a t e  the  problem. 

29. The Dangcls of Computer &pendency. Increasing relianoe on corn- 
putem and a l a g  i n  supporting functions t h a t  make computer technology safe 
are becoming a national and an international pmblem. Legislative attention 

is being given t o  the loss  of personal privacy re la t ive  t o  oomputer data 

banka. However, even more serious lossos are  increasingly asaooiated with 

the use of computers and da ta  telecormrmnioations. Innovations such as 

electronic  funds transfer (EFT), point transaction automation, and process 

control (such as rapid transit scheduling) en t a i l i ng  the s a fe ty  of h a n  

l i f e  are acoe le ra t ing the  number and seriousness of r i sks  due to  accidental 
or  intent ional  disruptions o r  loss  of information. 

30. Dooreasing U t i l i t y  of Higher Muoation. The formal educational 

system may be increasingly inef f ic ien t  in t r a in ing  people t o  perform needed 

tasks ,  espeoial ly  those of coping with r technologically advanced society. 

The universalization of access t o  colleges and univerei t ies  may be d i lu t ing  

the qual i ty  of curricula designed for individual personal development. 

Thus, higher education may be contributing l e s s  t o  individual and sooial  

needs and may no longer ensure the greater personal and soc i e t a l  rewards 

t rad i t iona l ly  expected. 

31. Effects of Technology on the Individual Psyche. Constant exposure 

t o  technological devices may be having a serdaus impact on the  human 
psyche. -plea are numerhs: media-presented violence with i ts ron- 
oomitant e f fec t  on the human approach to  l i f e ;  high mobility which leads t o  

rootlessness and weakening of f a m i l y  t i e s ;  excessive te levis ion viewing, 

which blurs  the  diutinotion hetween r c a l i t y  and fantasy; an overload of 

s t i rml i ,  which lea& to  ever higher needs f o r  sensation. Few systematio 

attempts have been made, however, t n  observe o r  memure such ohanges o r  

t o  determine t h e i r  effects.  

32. Loss of Pol i t i ca l  and Social Cohesion. There seems t o  be a 
decline in p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  onhesion-the sense of shared purpose 
t h a t  provides the balance between individual desires  and the general well- 

being. This decline seem to  r e su l t  from a number of forces, including 

high mobility: crosion of c o m i t i e s ;  the  replacement of the extended 
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family with the nuclear family: an in- turning t o  personal gqals re- 
s u l t i n g  from a sense of individual powerlessness in  a m a s s  sooiety; and 

the growth in effectiveness of in te res t  p u p  pa l i t ios .  The mnsequenoe 

of t h i s  loss is the undermining of the efficacy and legitimacy of s cc i e ty t s  

basic inst i tut ions.  

33. Inst i tut ional  Boundaries as Impediments t o  Src ie ta l  Fmblem- 

Solving. Ps the scope , scale,  and oanoentration c f  human ac t iv i t i e s  have 

inoreased, f u r  soc ie ta l  i n s t i t u t i rn s  have beocme more t i gh t ly  inter-  

connected. Ins t i tu t iona l  boundaries created for  a l e s s  t i gh t ly  coupled 

society tend t o  compartmentalize aspects nf prnblema and t o  r e s i s t  more 

comprehensive attempts a t  sclut icns  . The resul t ing frustrat ion and oan- 

f l i c t s  c a l l  i n t o  question the legitimacy nf the en t i r e  i n s t i t u t iona l  fabr ia  

nf the society and generate demands and violent aoticns -d a t  its 
destruction. 

34. The Need f o r  Botter Socioeccnomi~ Madels. A t  a time when the 

managers of both corporate business and government have developed p o w r f i l  

too ls  for  systems management, it is important t ha t  t h e i r  models be accurate 

for  the systems they propose t o  manage. 

Unfortunately , management technology appears t o  have grown f a s t e r  than 

desi- capabili t ies f o r  social  scienoe systems. There is a danger tha t  

management tools w i l l  be ineffective because the soc ia l  system model is 

insuff ic ient  for  assessing the problem and defining the remedy. 

35. Mvanced Microcomputers and Rights t o  Rivacy .  The development 

of pcwrfu l  microcamputers, combined with impr-ved semiconductor memories, 

w i l l  make possible inexpensive and highly sophisticated individual surveil- 

lance and the maintenance of vast numbers of data  banks. Individuals w i l l  
f ind it impossible t o  h o w  whe is keeping dossiers on them and what 
i n fo rma t i~n  is in  those dossiers. Rivaoy and other personal r ights  w i l l  

be threatened as t h i s  technology develops. 

36. Chronic Unemployment. Contrary t o  many predictions,  fundamental 

changes i n  the economio s i tuat ion (e.g., environmental and other o n +  

s t r a i n t s  t o  eoonomio growth, and basic long-term capi ta l  shortage) present 

the poss ib i l i ty  of chronic unemployment. Various analyses indicate high 

degrees of hidden unemployment a t  present, and more i n  the fu t  re.  

Various societal  full-employment b i l l s  i n  Congress be t r a~r  awareness of the 

problem. Inaccurate ident i f icat ion n f  the  lnng-term nature of the new 

unemployment could r e su l t  in  expensive attempts t o  resnlve the problem 

with the wrong approaches. 

37. Social Response t c ~  Jhergy Disappointments. Dela~rs and uncer- 

t a i n t i e s  w i l l  almost cer ta in ly  occur i n  obtaining new energy sources over 
the next decade. In the interim, economic uncertainties w i l l  make prfvate 
investors reluctant to  invest heavily i n  older technologies. Inevitably, 
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s i rong pressures w i l l  be exerted for oolrtrol of consumption thmu& 
rat ioning and for  natinnalization nf uc, r i t ies  and r f  the  coal, o i l ,  and 

gas industr ies .  These delqi-s and associated confl ic ts  could resu l t  in a 

number of negative soc i a l  consequenwb . 
36. A Grnwing Need f n r  "Appropriate Technology." There is growing 

array of  "appropriate" o r  "intermediate" technology t h a t  oould prwide  

praa t ioa l  support f o r  a much-simplified w a y  of l iving.  Examples of these 

teohnologies include so l a r  power, wind power, intensive gardening, biolo-  
gioal  means of pest control  and f e r t i l i z a t i o n ,  and cornposting t o i l e t s .  In 
genoral, these technologies tend to  be ecologically more sound, onergy 

conserving, comprehensible, and e f f i c i en t  when used on a small soale. 

ds we confront apparent l i m i t s  t o  gmwth-whether inauced by eoonomio 

o r  p o l i t i c a l  forces-we may have t o  simplify our leve l  and patterns of 

oomumption. Failure t o  nurture, i n  appropriate w a y s ,  the  development of 

intermediate teohnology and supportive sooia l  forms w i l l  make it more 

d i f f i a u l t  t o  solve the pract ioal  and pressing problem of finding new w a y 6  

t o  l i v e  heal thi ly  in a world nf inorcasing scarci ty .  Failure t o  develop 

appropriate teohnology would also r e su l t  i n  a missed npportunity fm'r 
creat ive soc ia l  and technioal learning during a time of s t ro s s  and tran- 
sit ion. 

39. The Sooietal Changes Required t o  Adapt t o  New h e r g y  Souroes. 

&en though new sources of energy from advanced technologies mqy produce 

abundant oheap energy, the  form in whioh the energy i s  available could be 

qui te  dif ferent  from f o s s i l  fuels. Thus, when diminishing f o s s i l  f u e l  

supplies have hecome prohibit ively cos t ly ,  we may f ind  ourselves with a 

system whose s t ructure  and behavior a re  i nap~ropr i a t e  f o r  the  new f o r m  

62 energy. If required changes ?auld be anticipated,  we might mnre 

effeot ively plan long-term investments and prevent undesirable con c. 

sequences. 

40, Eherging Nations and the h d  of O i l .  h e r  the  next 25 years a3 
the developed nations invent and i n s t a l l  new energy sources, they w i l l  
deplete most of the world's n i l  reserves. Bs they do s o ,  they w i l l  deprive 

muoh of the  th i rd  world of access t~ cheap fuel a t  a time crucial  t o  

development. Because the new al ternat ive energg sources may be too complex 

and oost ly  for  these poorer nations, Chcy may be relegated t o  permanent 

poverty. 

41. Social Effeots of Redefining Legal Liabi l i ty .  Inoreasing 

mmplexity, interdependence, and scale  of action i n  society  have increased 

the  po ten t ia l  l i a b i l i t y  f n r  decisions of individuals and organizations, 

while permitting l ines  of responsibi l i ty  t o  blur.  L e g a l  devioes t o  avoid 

responsibi l i ty  tend t o  reduce the legitimaoy of ex i s t i ng  ins t i tu t ions  and 



t o  reinforoe loss of t r u s t  and oonfidence in ins t i tu t ions  and the pm- 
fessions. Zoss of t r u s t  and oonfidenoe, in turn ,  has been reflected in 

increasing resort  to  the courts t o  seek redress for  r e a l  o r  imagined 
grievanoes. Consequently, entrepreneurial and professional risk-tdcing 
has become f a r  more hazardom. 

Ekoerpt from $y~-a-d~-a_~losophy of - - F'uturism - - - - - by Edward Cornish 

me  Importanoe of Ideas. 

....If our ideas are powerful, we can dramatically change the m r l d  t o  

ma&: it a happier pdace. But if cur i d e a  are weak, then we are extremely 

l j : ,~i ted i n  what we can do. ?he power of ideas i s  i t s e l f  a powerf'ul idea. 
11 reoent years,  government and business leaders in the advanoed countries 
have come t o  realize tha t  the major constraints on human achievement are 

not pbyaical but conoeptual, that  i s ,  the limitations a re  in our ideaa 

rather than in the material resources a t  our disposal. 
In soc ia l  systems, nore may depend on what people think w i l l  happen 

than on the "reali t ies." A builder once explained how important it was 

for him t o  get people t o  think that a building was actually going t o  be 

built: If people b e l i e v e d w  he was r e a l l y  going t o  build the building, 
then he would get the mney from the bank and credit from suppliers and 

the building would indeed be bui l t .  The i m a g e  of the future that  people 

had in t h e i r  heads played a crucial  role in actually determining the 
f'uture . 

People oft;en 'loannot'~ do things beoause of a laok of ideas I'ather 
than a: lack of muscle power, tools ,  or monoy. Armed with the right ideaa 

about what t o  do, the "impossible" may quickly beoome possible; Tu get the 

right ideas,  we can invest in the reseazoh reqairod t o  develop them. In 
short ,  if wc rea l ly  want t o  do something tha t  seem very d i f f i cu l t  or 

"impossible", we invest time and ef for t  i n  the development of ideas 
directed a t  achieving our goal. History is full of instanoes where an 

"impossibility" was simply a case where people did not see how something 
could be done. In reoent years,  governments have shown tha t  the allocation 

of h d s  for  research and development i s  an effeotive means of removing 

the obstacles that have made desired goals seem "unattainable." 
Firmly convinced tha t  ideas oan move mountains, futurists are 

extremely inte&stcd i n  the systematio development of ideas. Botter ideas 
will make it possible t o  improve the human oondition. kmed with powerful 
ideas, t he  poople of the poorest underdeveloped nation i n  tho world might 
beoome the  richest i n  l e s s  than a single generation. With the right i d e a ,  
the people of the world might soon throw w a ~ ,  poverty, famine, and d isewe 
into the ashcan of history.. . . 

From ?Xi3 BUlWFZST I'eoember, 1977 



2 
Superfioie: 181.000 Km (1 t i e r s  de la h o q  4 iais et damie b 
Ebllande) . 
Population: 7.000.000 en 1970; 5.000.000 (? ) en 1976. 

Raoest Ibmm (%) ; Chinois (100.000 ?) ; M o n t a g ~ d  80.000; Chams 
r50.m. 

Capitalet Phnom Penh (20.000 7). 

HISTOIRE 

lo  - 6O sihole : Roy- de k u  Nan dans l e  Basakhong ~ a h o h ~ d e a  
marais de Coohin-Chine 

60 - 70 sihole : Fbyaume de Chenla au Moyen-%khong. Irrigations.  

802 - 850 t unifioation du Cambodge, fondation du royawne 
d* Angkor . 

l l w  - 1220 : apog6e de la oulture d'hgkor.  Wension du Roy- 
Wmsr sur toute  l l L i e  du S.E. 
% w e  de Jwavarnam V I I ,  l e  m i  "Upreuxtl. 

14O - 180 siBole : A la su i te  d'intrigues de cour l e  Cambodge e s t  en 
butte .%ax invasions du Siam e t  du Vietnam. 

: Le r o i  Norodom demande aw Franpais de proteger son 
royaaune . 

1941 : hoession au t f l n e  du prinoe Norodom Sihanouk. 

1955 : Abdioation du m i  Sihanouk en faveur de son phre, 
Norodom Suramarith. Politique do s t r i o t e  neutrali t6.  

Le Cambodge refuse toute aide mi l i ta i re ,  il n'est pas 

membl-e du SEATO, Organisation du S.E. Asiatique. 

: B la su i te  dlun referendum Sihanouk devient ohef de 

lVEta t .  

1966 : format ion de- d8ux mvements ant i-gouvernernentauxt 
les  " h e r s  Librestl, soutenus par la Thailande e t  les  

"Wmers Rouges", soutenus p u  la Chine. 

197O1 18 m a r s  : R i s e  de pouvoir par l e  GnCral Ian Nol, premier 

ministre. Le prinoe Sihanouk e s t  destitu6. Exile B 
Xkh, il forme l e  GRUNK ("Couvemement Royal dl& 

nion Nationale M e r e " ) .  
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: Firtension du confl i t  indochinois au Cambodge! 

invasion par lo  Nord Vietnam e t  l e  Vietcong, violentes 

perseoutions des Vietnamiens au Cambodge, intervention 

des USA au Vietnam. 

1970 - 1975 : l a  guerre s te tend,  les  h e r s  Rouges se rendent mdtres  
de l a  plus grande partie du pays, Lon No1 garde la. 

majorit6 de I l a  population en son pouvoir. 

17 av r i l  1975 : R i s e  de Phnom Penh par l'"Arm6e populaire nationale 
pour l a  l iberat ion de Kampuoh6ar1. 600.000 m o r t s ,  

600.000 blessQa. L'ensemble de..la population du Cam- 
bodge e s t  emmenee vers les  camps de t r a v a i l  o o l l e d i f .  

3 Ja iv ier  1976 : Fublioation de l a  Loi Fondamentale pour l e  Kampuohea 
Diunooratique (nouveau nom du Cambode). 

20 m a r s  1976 : Eleotion de llBssemblQe Nationale. 

2 a v r i l  1976 : Le prince Sihanouk e s t  dest i tu6 ; nouveau gokvernement , 
excluant l e s  non-communistes . 

SrnAl'ION ACTUELLE 

mat  democratique . Khieu, president du presidium d' Etat . Nou Chea, 

premier ministre. Ieng Sary , vice-premier, char& des affaires  Qtran- 

&es. 

=ai r  d'une to t a l e  independanoe Bconomique, a l lan t  jusqu'au refus 

explioite de toute  aide Bconomique. Indgpendanoe autaroique, base6 w 
l a  culture de la  t e r r e ,  avec une attention maximale 2 l a  production du 
r i z .  Constmation d'un gigantesque systime d ' i r r igat ion.  R6tablissement 

des mines.  Ekploitation renouvel6e des plantations de oaaoutohou~ 
nat ionalisQes . 

le Boudhisme m a y a a  e s t  l e  culte t radi t ionnel  de l a  plupart des 
Khmers. Avant 1970 : 60.000 Bonzes. h plue il y a encore 250.000 
&sulmans ; 80.000 Animistes (culture h i r e  or iginel le)  ; 3.000 Protestants 
e t  5.000 Catholiques. 

La l iber t6  de m l t e  eat ga rmt ie  depuis 1975, m a i s  en f a i t  tout 
oulte es t  a b r o e .  

Welques ohiff ies  

Pour 5.000 oatholiques il y a un Qveque, deux pr&tres s6cul iers ,  
un pire et  deux f ibres  b6n6diotins, cinq rel igieuses ,  dont t r o i s  viet-  

namiennes e t  une quarantaine de oatQchistes. 
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1975 
14 a v r i l  

30 a v r i l  

: libmando Mendez Pinto, JBsuite, v i s i t e  l e  Cambode. 

: -par de Cruz ,  bminioain,  sQjourne dans l a  capi ta le .  

r JQsui tes ,  Ibminicains e t  h.anoiscain8 fond& quelques 

p e t e s  de mission. 

r Is P. Chevreuil, m.e.p., s e  rend B Colompe (Phnom Penh) 
e t  B Pinhalu. Difficult66 pour l e s  missions A cause des 

f a i t s  de guerre. 

r le P. I s v ~ s e u r  reprend l e  t r a v a i l  de conversion e t  

t r adu i t  un cateohisme en Khmer. Dispersion des ohretiens 

B eauae de l a  guerre avec l e  Siam e t  l e  Vietnam. 

: Mgr Miohe amhue ensemble deux gmupes de 500 chrQtiena.  

I P e c t i o n  de l a  Prefeoture Apostolique du Cambodga 

(Phnom ~ e n h )  qui comprend l a  Cochinchine (pa r t i e  Sud du 
~ie tnam)  habitee par des Khmers. 

: Arrivee de beaucoup de ohretiens vietnamiene, ohasses de 
leur  pa~rs par l a  pers6cution. 

: La Prefecture Apostolique de h o r n  Penh, Brig6e en 

Vioariat gpostolique en 1924, e s t  ramenee aux f ront ibrea  

politiques du pays. 

r Ordination du premitir pr6tre oambodgien. 

: Jkeotion de t m i s  d i s t r i o t s  eool6siastiques. M ~ T  Paul 
Tep h % t h e  Samath, premier Prefet  Apostolique oambod- 

gien B Battambang. 

r Catholiques 61.000 ( h e r e :  3.000; Chinois: 1.500; 

Vietnamiens: 56.500). Pretres: 64 (~ambod~iena:  4; 
Vietnamiene: 15; Banqais: 45). 

: Plus de 40.000 oatholiques vietnamiens sont expulses du 

p a p .  le olerg6 franqais e t  vietnamien l e s  accompagne. 

: Cinq pretres franpais e t  deux vietnamiens sont tu6s. 

: M g r  Joseph Chhmar Salas (37 ans) e s t  ordonnd Qveque de 

Phnom Penh. 

: Tous les Btrangers, p m i i  lesquels l e s  missionaires 

f r a n p a i s ,  sont expulses du pays. Mgr lkp h e t  l e  P. 

Jean Badre sont condames e t  ex6cutds. 



Ikprris l e  d6but, XVIO s., l e s  ohretiens sont des catholiques 
Qtrangers. D'abord l e s  soldats portugais qui pr i rent  une femme 
cambodgienne. h XVIIO s. viennent l e s  catholiquea japonaie, qui fuirent 
l e s  persQcutions, e t  l es  metis portugais-indonQsiens, qui slanfujLaent des 

CBlgbes B came de 1' intolQranw des calvinistes hollandais . h XIXO s . 
il y eut une invasion de catholiques vietnamiens. 11s ne se  melent pas 

B l a  population cambadgienne e t  foment dans l e  domaine in te l lec tue l  une 

Qglise  p a n e .  

Depuis 1970, aprhs l e  dQpart des aatholiques vietnamiena, un e f fo r t  

ae f a i t  pour l 'aooulturaticn de 1'Eglise au Gambcdge: langue, usages e t  
ooutumes, olerg6, catQchistes .. . Des ef for t s  sont entrepris pour former 

un l a i ca t  rasponsable. b e  aoop6ration sincere au d6veloppernent du p a p .  
11s cherchent B se  rapprnoher des protestants. 

Depuis 1975 l e s  ChrBtiens, ainsi que llensemble de l a  pop la t ion ,  

sont dispemQs. Les structures eoolQsiastiques ont oomplQtement dispam. 

Sur l e s  ohretiens repose l a  lourde t tohe d'gtre levain parmi l e s  hcmmes. 

voir  aussi; "Sous l a  conduite de l18ngkar" par Franpois PONCHAUD rn.e.p.$ 
dans ETUDES fev. 1977 p. 167-180. 

( t radui t  du texte hollandais par les  PQres Oblats). 

Courses: 

"China, Ideology and the West" - July 23-29, 1978, International h e r  

Sohocl a t  Lady Elargitret Hall ,  Oxford. Fces including acobmnodation and 

meals £90. For information write k p e  - China Bssociation 7 Square de 

l a  @studel E!-1150 h s s e l s .  (There is a broohure i n  the Sedcs uCoume'~ 

f i l e ) .  

Y+Mww)*+)H(- 
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INTERNATIONBI, STUDY DAYS WR A SOCIETY OVERGOMING D3MLNBTION 

(&s we have recen t ly  p r in ted  material  from t h e  In te rna t iona l  Study DaJrs 
f o r  a Sooiety overcoming k n i n a t i o n ,  we now share with Sedos readers a 

c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  from Bishop Padin, C o o r d i n a t o r  t o  the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  

R o j e c t  .) 

84 those  responsible f o r  oo-ordinat ing t h e  " In te rna t iona l  Study Dws* 

p m j e o t  whioh was launohed by National Conference of t h e  Bishops of Braz i l ,  

we would l i k e  t o  express our de l ight  i n  t h e  wa~l it has been, and s t i l l  is, 
received by d i f fe ren t  groups and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  These a r e  people who are 

s e r i o u s l y  undertaking const ruct ive  ac t ion  t o  overcome unjus t  s i t u a t i o n s  00 1 

domination and oppression which e x i s t  throughout t h e  world. 

The i d e a  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  arose from our des i re  not t o  confine our- 

se lves  t o  denouncing v i o l a t i o n s  of human r i g h t s .  We wanted r a t h e r  t o  s e t  

in motion t h e  dynamic of a pedagpgioal prooess which would have something 

t o  oontr ibute  t o  po-lar "conscientis ing" education concerning the  g loba l  

problem e f  d i f f e m n t  types of domination. Me understand t loonscient is ing  

eduoation" as t h a t  which changes people and groups i n t o  sub jec t s  of t h e i r  

own des t iny .  lb be cons i s t en t  with t h i s  p r inc ip le ,  t h e  p ro jec t  required 

t h a t  t h e  analys is  of s i t u a t i o n s  o f  domination be done by those who s u f f e r  

domination and t h a t  these  same people desor ibe ,  i f  poss ib le ,  the  means they  

have found t o  wercome t h e i r  oppression. 

As co-xdinators  o f  t h e  p ro jec t ,  t h e  G.B.B.B. has f a c i l i t a t e d  in ter -  

oomrrmnication, i n  order  t o  deepen understanding through shared  experiences 1 

This has been done through case s tud ies  and Disoussion Ter ts  which have 

helped t h e  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of these  experiences. 

The C.N.B.B., i n  developing t h i s  se rv ioe ,  was moved by t h e  gospel o f  

Jesus C h r i s t ,  who fi l ls u s  with love f o r  people, made i n  t h e  image and 

l ikeness  o f  God. Ue a r e  brothers  and s i s t e r s  in Jesue C h r i s t  without any 

d i s t i n o t i o n ,  because our des t iny  is t n  be chi ldren  of God. This is why 

t h e  p ro jec t  i s  open t o  a l l  who d e s i r e  t o  promote t h e  fundamental d i g n i t y  of 

persons, regardless  of any r e l ig ious  d i s t i n o t i o n ,  and as a s ign  of t h e  

mutual respect  of t h e  b e l i e f s  of a l l .  

All  o f  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  the  p r i n c i p a l  objec t ive  of t h e  projec t  which 

must be r e a l i s e d  by means which are educative and l loonscientis ing",  r a t h e r  

than v i o l e n t  o r  oppressive.  

The reason f o r  t h i s  h i roular  l e t t e r  i s  t o  r e in fo rce  these  e s s e n t i a l  

p r ino ip les ,  and consequently t o  r e w n s i d e r  t h e  means proposed by the  
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C.N.B.B. t o  fulfill i t s  wmmitment, which was planned t o  run u n t i l  the end 

of May.  

We were conscious o f  the different kinds of d i f f i c u l t i e s  that  wuld  

a r i se  out of a project of t h i s  nature, inoluding the reaotion of those who 
are disturbed by the way i n  which t h e i r  comfortable s i t ua t ion  is questioned 

by the pro&eot. Wen witkin the churohes is no unanimity conoarning suoh 
problems. lmd on the other hand, oertain po l i t i ca l  regimes were not sym- 

pathetio t o  our manner of acting. C.N.B.B. has receivedl therefore, 
various protests from c r i t i o s  and malmntents as a r e su l t  o f  the i-eali- 
sation of the projeot. It is even m a i n t e e d  that  t he  project is an i n t e r -  
ference in the work of other bishops1 conferences, o r  other churohes. n e  

C.N.B.B., i n  f ac t ,  only invited the other t o  s k e  in a common ref lect ion 

and act ion,  and everyone was en t i re ly  f ree  t o  par t ic ipate ,  or re f ra in  from 

doing so. Ilowever, we recognise tha t  the  partioipation of oertain group 

i n  the project could create  d i f f i cu l t i e s  within looal churches where 
a t t i tuges  towards tho project are not unanimous. Such d i f f icu l t ies  were 
even addressed t o  the C.N.B.B. through the Ho,b See, whioh i s  very 
conoehled with its mission of convergenoe and univeral understanding 
within the Church. 

A l l  aspects of t h i s  problem have been woighed by the  president of 

C.N.B.B. with h i s  Episcopal Pastoral Commisssion. The oommittment t o  the 

prinoiple objectives of "consoientiaation" through an i n t e r w m i o a t i o n  

f a o i l i t y  being maintained, it was concluded tha t  it would be appropriate 

t o  propose t o  the next; assembly of C.N.B.B. (whioh w i l l  take plaoe on 

la25 April) that  they review the means nf f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  committment. 
Taking into aooount, however, the d i f f i o u l t i e ~  of r ea l i s ing  a f i n a l  inter-- 

national meeting pmpoted by a national bishops' conference, the President 

of C.N.B.B. w i l l  pmpcise t o  the gcneral assembly tha t  the f i n a l  phase of 

i t s  mission within the framework of the project ,  without r ea l i s ing  the 
f i n a l  meeting i t s e l f .  

It seem that  the holding nf loca l ,  regional or  nat ional  meeting w i l l  

provoke among those interested in  the preoess created by the  prnjeot, 
ref leot ions closer t o  the s i tuat ions i n  which they l ive.  

A t  the same time, pnxticipants nrganising such meet ing might more 

eas i ly  understand what d i f f i cu l t i e s  might cx is t  a t  the local  o r  national 

leve 1. 

By the end of May 1978 t h i s  stagn of the projort w i l l  be completed an 

planned, with the handing over of a l l  oonolusiom of the  meetings t o  the 
co-ordinators o f  the projeot ,  for publication. 

&en though the C.N.B.B.'s service t o  the project w i l l  end, there i s  
nothing t o  prevent the development o f  i n t e re s t  among par t ic ipants  in tak ing  
responsibi l i ty  f o r  continuing the dynamic oreated by the  project.  

(Signed D. Candido Padin, bishop of Bauru) 
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