


Preparatory Material May Seminar 

COMMON WITNESS AND PROSELYTISM 

( A Study bcument ) 

The fol lowing dooument, prepared by a Jo in t  Theological Commission, 

w a s  received by t h e  Join t  ':Jorking Ckoup between t h e  Roman Catholic  Churoh 

and t h e  'siorld Council of Cnwches a t  i t s  meeting i n  Xw, 1970, r.rhioh recom- 
mended i t  f o r  publ ica t ion .  

The document w a s  e laborated by the  comnission on the  i n i t i a t i v e  of the  

J o i n t  Working Ckoup. The commission held two full  meetings ( i n  Arnold- 

s h a i n  , G e r m m y ,  i n  1968, and i n  Z ~ @ ~ S ~ / U S S R ,  i n  1968). Various subsequent 
d r a f t s  h-re submitted t o  a  wide group of consul tants .  The t e x t  be ing 

presented now has been formulated i n  the  l i g h t  of comments received.  

The Join t  !,forking Group, having examined i t ,  recommends it t o  i t s  
parent bodies t h a t  it be nffered  t o  the  Churches as a  s tudy document f o r  

t h e i r  cons idera t ion .  Although t h e r e  mw net be complete agreement on 

everything contained in the  dooumcnt it rcprcscnts  a wide a r e a  of consensus 

on common witness and proselytism. 

It i s ,  t h c r e f o r c ,  suggested t h a t  the  Churches i n  the  same a r c a  study 

i t  together .  The f u r t h e r  examination nf the  theme nf oonmon witness w i l l  
i nev i t ab ly  demand a f u l l e r  development o f ,  and agreement on, t h e  oontent 

o f  t h e  witness Chr is t ians  a re  bound t o  give t o  Clu'ist and h i s  Gospel. 

INTRODUCTION 

1 .  Unity i n  witness and witness i n  un i ty .  This i s  the  w i l l  o f  C h r i s t  f o r  

h i s  people. Thr: Lord has oa l l ed  a l l  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  be witnesses t o  him 

and h i s  Gospel, t o  t h e  ends of t h e  e a r t h  ( c f .  Acts 1.8), and he has pro- 

miscd t o  be with them always, t o  the  clffie o f  h i s  age ( M t .  28.20). &t 
f o r  ccntur ics ,  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  f u l f i l  t h i s  mission,  Chr is t ian  

Communions have borne the  burden of d iv i s ions ,  even d i f f e r i n g  about t h e  

meaning of the  one Gospel. They have not been a c l e a r  sitg of t h e  one and 

holy  people, so it has been hard f o r  thc  world t o  bel ieve ( c f .  John 13.35; 

17.21). 

THE ECUMENICAL REV1EI.I 

2. Today, mowd by the  Holy S p i r i t ,  t hc  various Chr i s t i an  kmmilions a re  

seeking t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  u n i t y  they have l o s t ,  i n  t h e  hopc t h a t  one d w ,  

when they are f u l l y  renewed and un i t ed  i n  f a i t h  and char i ty ,  they  mw be 

b e t t e r  able t o  g l o r i f y  Cod by b r ing ing  hone t o  t h e  whole world t h e  hope ~f 

t h e  coming kingdom. They a re  s t r i v i n g  t o  nmrcome whatever ind i f fe renoe ,  
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i s n l a t i o n  and r i v a l r y  has marked t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  t o  each n ther  and thus 

has d i s t n r t e d  Chr i s t i an  witness even to tha t  u n i t y  with which God has 

a l ready blessed them. 

3. This document i s  an  attempt t o  s t a t e  the implicat ions of the  obl iga t ion  

- t o  bear common Chr is t ian  wi tness ,  even while the  Churches are  d iv ided;  

- t o  avoid i n  t h e i r  mutual relations and i n  t h e i r  evangelis ing a c t i v i t i e s  

whatever i s  not i n  keeping with t h e  s p i r i t  of the  k s p e l ;  

- t o  provide one anot:ler, as far xi possible,  wit!? mutual cupport f o r  a 

more e f fec t ive  witness of the  Gospel through preaching and s e l f l e s s  

s e m i o e  t o  the  neighbcur. 

4. This document i s  offered t o  the  Churches. Its rc f l eo t ions  and s u e  

gcst ions may serve  as a has i s  nf discussion among Christiaw i n  va r i ed  
circumstances, i l l  order  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a l i n e  of ccnduot where they l i v e  and 
witness.  

MEANING OF THE TERMS: C w i s t i a n  !.Jitr;css, Common \ f i tness ,  Religious 
Freedom, Proselyt ism. 

5. 1. Christ ian 'Yitness. (1 )  k!itness is taken here t o  mean the  oontinous .- ~~ 

a c t  by which z Chr i s t i an  n r  a C:lristia? C c m m i t y  proclaims God's a c t s  in 
h i s t n r y  and seeks t o  reveal  Christ  as  the t r u c  l i g h t  which shines  f o r  every 

m a n .  This includes the  whole l i f e :  worship, respoiisible s e r v i c e ,  

proclamation of t h e  Good Neitm - a l l  i s  done under t h e  guidance of the  Holy 
S p i r i t  i n  ordel. than  men ma$ be saved and he gathered in to  C h r i s t ' s  one and 

only Body (Col. 1 .  18; Eph. 1 .  22-43), and a t t a i n  l i f e  e v e r l a s t i n g  - t q  

know the  t r u c  God and Him whom he has s e n t ,  Josuo Christ  ( c f .  John 17. 3). 

6. 2. Ccmmoii Witness. Here i s  ncant tile witness which the  Churches, even 

whilo scparatcd,  bear togzthnr,  e speo ia l ly  b r  j ~ i n t  e f f o r t s ,  by manifesting 
before men whatztver divine g i f t s  o f  t r u t h  and l i f e  they already share  i n  
common. 

7.  3. Religious Frcodom. Religious freedom is not used here i n  the  wider 

b i b l i c a l  scnso (e.g. Rom. 6. 21). It is p?intirig t q  t h e  r i g h t  of the  
person and of commnit ics  t n  s o c i a l  and c i v i l  freedom i n  r e l i g i o u s  matters .  
Each person n r  c,cmmunity has t h e  r i g h t  t o  be f r e e  from any onercion m t he  
pa r t  nf  ind iv idua l s ,  s o c i a l  @-oups, o r  humm power of any kind; so t h a t  
no individual  o- ccmnw~ity ma;y be forced t o  act  agains t  conscience or be 
prevented from c:cprdnsii~g b e l i e f  i n  -teaching, worship o r  sncicll ac t ion .  (2) 

8. 4. Froselj";ism. Hex is meant improper a t t i t u d e s  m d  behaviour i n  the 
p r a c t i c e  of Chr i s t i an  witness. Prcscl&ism embraces whatever v i o l a t e s  t h e  

t h e  r i g h t  nf  t h e  11umnz pcrsnn; Cllr is t ian f.r ncn-Clwistian, t o  be f r e e  from 

cx to rna l  coercion i n  re l ig ious  mat~lel's, or  vhatever! i n  the  proclamation 
nf  the  k s p e l ,  docs not conform -lo the  i.ra;ys God d r a m  f ree  men t o  himself 
i n  response t o  h i s  c a l l s  t o  serve  i n  s p i r i t  and i n  t r u t h .  (3)  
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I. COMMON lJITNESS 

9. There is  n growing recognit ion among the  Churches t h a t  they must eve* 

come t h e i r  i s o l a t i o n  from each o t h e r  and seek r i q p  t o  cooperate in witness 

t o  t h e  world. (4)  In faoe, however, of d i f f i c u l t i e s  and obs tac les ,  a ole= 

b a s i s  and source of power and hope i s  needed i f  t h e  Churches a r e  t o  embark 

on t h i s  oommon witness.  

10. This bas is  and souroe is  given in C h r i s t .  He is sent  i n t o  t h e  world 

by t h e  Father f o r  t h e  sa lva t ion  of mankind. There i s  no other  Name in 
which men mw f i n d  sa lva t ion  and l i f e  (Acts 4. 12). Chr is t ian  Churches 

confess Cllrist as God and only Saviour according t o  t h e  Sc r ip tu res ,  and 

mmt adhere t o  t h e  ancient Creeds which t e s t i f y  t o  t h i s  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  of 

f a i t h .  

11. Moreover, t h e  Churches be l ieve  t h a t  they l i v e  only by t h e  d iv ine  gifts 
of t r u t h  and l i f e  bestored by Chr i s t .  Most Churches aoknowledge t h a t  g i f t s  

of d iv ine  graoe a r e  a r e a l i t y  i n  o t h e r  Chuohes which a lso  provide access 

t o  sa lva t ion  i n  C h r i s t .  Thus a l l  C k r i s t i m  Comuniohs, i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  

d i v i s i o n s ,  oan have a pos i t ive  r o l e  t o  play i n  God's p l m  of s a l v a t i o n .  

12. The Churches have t h e  p r iv i l cdge  and the  ob l iga t ion  of g iv ing  witness 

t o  t h e  t r u t h  and new l i f e  which is t h e i r s  i n  C l l r i s t .  Indecd both p r i v i -  . 

1 and ob l iga t ion  m e  en t rus ted  t o  the whole c o m l i t y  of C k r i s t i v l s  t o  

whom God gives a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  h i s  plan f o r  the  s a l v a t i o n  of t h e  world. 

t3. Therefore C i i s t i c ~ w  omnot remain divided i n  t h e i r  witness. Any 
s i t u a t i o n s  where contact  and cooperation betPreen Churches a re  refused must 
be regarded as abnormal. 

14. The g i f t s  P~hich the  Churches have reooived and share i n  Chr is t  lmve 

demsnded m d  m,de u r s n t  a common witness t o  t h c  world. T11e needs of mcn 

m d  t h e  chnllcnges of n broken and unbelieving world have a l so  compelled 

t h c  Churches t o  coopcrate with God i n  deploying h i s  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  

reooncili ,ztion of a l l  men and a l l  th ings  i n  Chr i s t .  This common witness 

t akes  place i n  many ,areas of s o c i a l  concern, such as 

- t h e  development of t h e  r.rholc mcm 2nd of a l l  men; 

- t he  defence of human r i g h t s  ,and t h c  promotion o f  r e l ig ious  freedom; 

- t he  s t ruggle  f o r  t h e  eradica t ion  of economic, s o c i a l  ,and r a c i a l  injus- 
t i c e ;  

- t h e  promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  understanding, t h e  l imi ta t ion  of 

arrnnmcnts 2nd t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and nnintenmcc of pence; 

- t h e  campaign aga ins t  i l l i t e r a c y ,  hunger, alcoholism, p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  

t r a f f i c  i n  drugs ; 

- medical and h e a l t h  -and o ther  s o c i a l  se rv ices ;  

- r e l i e f  m d  a i d  t o  victims of n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  (volc-mic e rup t ions ,  
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earthquakes, hurr icanes ,  f loods ,  e tc . )  . 

15. Cooperation has also extended t o  include t h e  production, publ ica t ion  
and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of jo in t  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of the  Sc r ip tu res .  Moreover, an 
explorat ion i s  be ing  made of the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of oommon t e x t s  t o  be used f o r  
an i n ~ t i a l  catecheais  on the  o e n t r a l  message of t h e  Chr is t ian  f a i t h .  In 
t h i s  oonnection, cooperation i n  t h e  f i e l d  of cduoation and i n  t h e  use  of 
ccmmunioations media i s  alrcady going on i n  some places.  

16. The oooperation of the  Churches i n  these  va r i ed  f i e l d s  i s  inoreas ingly  

be ing  aooompanied by oommon prayer and common a c t s  of worship f o r  eaoh 
o t h e r  and f o r  the  world. Of p a r t i o u l a r  s igpif ioanoe is the  "Week of Prqyer 

f o r  Chr is t ian  Unity" whioh is now celebrated i n  many places around t h e  

world. This p rao t i ce  of oommon prayer and of a c t s  of worship has g r e a t l y  

helped t o  c rea te  and develop a ol imate of mutual knowledge, understanding, 
r e spec t  and t r u s t .  m e  World Council o f  Churches and the  Roman Catholic  

Uhurch have cont r ibuted  t o  t h i s  improved climate by t h e i r  s t u d i e s  and 
guides t o  common prayer. This fel lowship i n  prayer,  never the less ,  sharpens 

t h e  pain of t h e  Churohes' d i v i s i o n  a t  t h e  point of e u c h a r i s t i c  fe l lowship  
which should be t h e  most manifest witness t o  t h e  one s a c r i f i c e  of Christ 
f o r  t h e  whole world. 

17. The o e n t r a l  t a s k  of the  Clmrohes is simply t o  proclaim the  sav ing  

deeds of God. This then should be t h e  burden of t h e i r  common witness;  and 

what un i t e s  them is  enough t o  enable them i n  l a r g e  measure t o  speak as one. 

Indeed a l l  forms of common witness a r e  s igns of t h e  Churches' commitment t o  
proclaim the  Gospel t o  a l l  men; they a l l  f i n d  i n  t h e  one Gospel t h e i r  

motivat ion,  t h e i r  purpose and t h e i r  oontent. 

18. l h t h e r  i n  witness o r  se rv ioe ,  the  Churches a r e  together  confronted by 

t h e  fundamental i s sues  of the  na tu re  and destinies of men and na t ions ;  and 
while they face  t h e s e  questions they  enoounter men of o ther  r e l i g i o n s ,  o r  

merr who a re  i n d i f f e r e n t  o r  unbel ievers  who hold t o  a v a r i e t y  of ideologies.  

19. But a t  t h i s  v i t a l  point of mutual en-ment, t h e  Churches become 

aware not ohly o f  t h e i r  shared understanding of t h e  Gospel but a l s o  of 

t h e i r  d i f ferences .  They a l l  be l i eve  t h a t  Jesus C h r i s t  has founded one 

Church, and one a lone;  t o  t h i s  Churoh t h e  Gospel has been given; t o  t h i s  

Church every m a  has been c a l l e d  t o  belong. Yet today many Chr i s t i an  
Communions present  themselves t o  men as the  t r u e  he r i t age  of Jesus  C h r i s t ,  

and t h i s  d i v i s i o n  among t h e  Churches g rea t ly  reduces the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
common witness. 

20. In the  context  of r e l ig iods  freedom and t h e  ecumenical dialogue,  

respect  i s  due t o  t h e  r i g h t  of Churches t o  ac t  aocording t o  convic t ions ,  

which they bel ieve  should be he ld  i n  f i d e l i t y  t o  Jesus  Christ: 

1. Iv%ile it i s  indeed aware o f  i t s  pilgrim condit ion,  a Church oan 

be convinced t h a t  i n  it s u b s i s t s  the  one Church founded by Christ, t h a t  
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a l s o  i n  it one can have access t o  a l l  the  means of s a l v a t i o n  which t h e  

Lord o f f e r s ,  t h a t  i t s  witness has a l w q y s  remained s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f a i t h f u l  t o  

t h e  Gospel. 

2. A Church can r e , M  i t s e l f  as bound i n  conscience t o  proclaim i ts  
wi tness  t o  i t s  own b e l i e f ,  which is d i s t i n c t  from t h a t  of t h e  o t h e r  

Churches. 

3. W i l e  t h e  major a f f i rmat ions  of f a i t h ,  such as those which a re  

formulated i n  Sc r ip tu re  and professed  i n  t h e  anc ient  Creeds, a r e  common t o  

almost a l l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  confess ions ,  d i f f e ren t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  can some-- 

t imes c a l l  f o r  r e se rva t ions  on t h i s  common cha rac te r .  

4. The t e a c h i n g  of c e r t a i n  Churches can p lace  l i m i t s  on cooperat ion 

i n  s o c i a l  concerns, f o r  example, d i f f e r e n t  pos i t i ons  on family e t h i c s  

(divoroe , abor t ion ,  responsible  parenthood). 

Nevertheless ,  it is not enough t o  know t h e  l i m i t s  which the d i v i s i o n  of  

Chr i s t i ans  p laces  on common wi tness .  The more t h e  need  of common witness  

is grasped, t h e  more apparent does it become t h a t  t h e r e  is a need t o  f i n d  

complete agreement on f a i t h  - one of t he  e s s e n t i a l  purposcs of t h e  e m e n -  

i c a l  movement. 

21. Diffe1-noes about t he  content  of witness ,  because of v a r i e d  eccle-  

s i o l o g i e s ,  a r e  by no means the on ly  obs tac le  t o  cooperat ion between t h e  
Churches. ??~e r i v a l r i e s  and enmi t ies  of t he  p a s t ,  t h e  continued resent-  

ments due t o  t h e  memory of ancient  o r  recent  w o n @ ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  gene- 

r a t e d  by p o l i t i c a l ,  cu;tural and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  - a l l  these  have prevented 

tHe Churches from seeking  t o  bear  a cormon wi tness  t o  the  m r l d .  Only t h e  

wi l l ingness  t o  extend mutual forg iveness  of past  offences and wrone; and 
t o  receive c o r r e c t i o n  from each o t h e r  w i l l  enable t h e  Churches t o  f ' u l f i l  

t h e i r  ob l iga t ion  t o  show f o r t h  a  oommon witness t o  each  o the r  and t o  t h e  

world. 

22. There i s ,  however, an understandable h e s i t a t i o n  of  a  Church t o  

cooperate i n  wi tness  where t h i s  may t roub le  and corfuse  its members. b o n g  

o t h e r  reasons ,  it may be due a l s o  t o  lack  of contac t  and mutual under- 

s t a n d i n g  &tween t h e  clergy and t h e  l a i t y  of Churches. In a l l  such  cases ,  

a  p a t i e n t  and determined e f f o r t  should be made t o  c r e a t e  condi t ions  whioh 

favour mopera t  i on .  

23. A f u r t h e r  obs t ac l e  t o  j o i n t  a c t i o n  i n  witness  de r ives  from r e c e i v i n g  

and i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  Gospel i n  f o m s  s o  exc lus ive  a s  t o  lead  t o  a r e f u s a l  

of a l l  d i scuss ions  and an m w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  recognize t h a t  t he  S p i r i t  can 

opera te  i n  groups o t h e r  than one's o m .  This a t t i t u d e  is gene ra l ly  

l a b e l l e d  "sectar ianism" and such exclusive and excluding  groups a r e  o f t e n  

c a l l e d  "sects t1.  mien faced with t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  Churches should f i r s t  of 

a l l  recognise t h e  ohal len@ which these  groups present  t o  them and examine 

themselves as t o  t h e i r  inadequacy i n  meeting t h e  profound s p i r i t u a l  needs 

o f  t h e i r  members and of those around them. m e y  must a l so  guard aga ins t  
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Rather should they  s t r i v e  t o  hear  God's o a l l  t o  renewal and t o  g r e a t e r  

fa i thf 'u lness  t o  h i s  mess* of s a l v a t i o n .  

24. Moreover, t h e  Churches should pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p u p s  
which seem open t o  rece ive  those a spec t s  of  t h e  Chr i s t i an  message which 
those  C o m i t i e s  have h i t h e r t o  neglec ted .  The Churches must thus  a l w w  
s t and  ready f o r  dialogue and t o  s e i z e  every opportunity t o  extend a 

f r a t e r n a l  hand and t o  grasp t h e  h d  held out t o  them. 

11. PROSELYTISM AND RELATIONS BET'iTEEN CHURCHES 

25. Chr is t ian  wi tness ,  t o  those who have not y e t  rece ived o r  responded t o  

t h e  announoement of t h e  Gospel o r  t o  those  who a r e  a l ready Christians, 

should have oe r t a in  q u a l i t i e s ,  i n  o rde r  t o  avoid be ing  corrupted i n  its 
e x e r c i s e  and thus  becoming prose ly t  ising. Futhermore  , t h e  eoumenioal 

movement i t s e l f  had made Christians more s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  oondit ions proper 

t o  wi tness  borne among themselves. This means t h a t  witness should be 

completely 

- oonformed t o  tb s p i r i t  of the  Gospel, e s p e c i a l l y  by respeot ing  t h e  
o the r ' s  riat t o  r e l i g i o u s  freedom, and 

- ooncerned t o  do no th ing  which could compromise t h e  progress of e m e n i c a l  
dialogue and aot ion .  

26. 1.  Required a a l i t i e s  f o r  Chr i s t i an  Witness 

In o rde r  t h a t  witness be conformed t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  Gospel: 

a) The deep and t r u e  source of witness should be t h e  commandment8 

"You mst l w e  t h c  Lord your God wi th  a l l  your h e a r t ,  with all your 
s o u l ,  and with a l l  your mind.. . You rrmst love your neighbow as 
yourself"  (M.  22. 31 and 39, nf .  I sv .  19. 18; Deut. 6.5). 

b )  Witness should be insp i red  by the  t r u e  end o f  t h e  Church; t h e  g lo ry  
o f  God t h o u &  t h e  sa lva t ion  o f  men. Witness does not  seek t h e  p r e s t i g e  

of one own's community and of those who belong t o ,  represent  o r  l ead  it. 

a )  Witness should be nourished by t h e  conviction t h a t  it is the  Holy 

S p i r i t  who, by h i s  grace and l i g h t ,  br ings about t h e  response of f a i t h  

t o  witness. 

d )  Witness respects  t h e  f r e e  w i l l  and d i g n i t y  o f  those  t o  whom it is given, 

whether they wiish t o  aocept o r  t o  ref i se  t h e  f a i t h .  

e )  Witness r e spec t s  t h e  ri&t of every  m a n  and oommunity t o  be f r e e  from 

any coercion which impedes them from witness t o  t h e i r  own oonvict ions,  

inc luding r e l i g i o u s  oonvictions . 



27. Witness should avoid behaviour such as: 

a )  Every type of physioal  coercion, moral cons t ra in t  o r  psychological 

pressure which would tend t o  deprive man of h i s  personal  judgement, 

of h i s  freedom of choice, of fill autonomy i n  t h e  exerc ise  of h i s  res- 

pons ib i l i ty .  A c e r t a i n  abuse of mass communioaticns can have t h i s  

e f f e c t .  

6) f i e r y  open o r  d isguised  offer  of temporal o r  ma te r i a l  benef i t s  i n  
r e t m  f o r  o h a g e  i n  r e l ig ious  adherence. 

0) Every exp lo i t a t ion  of the  need o r  weakness o r  of lack  of education of 
those  t o  whom witness is offered ,  i n  view of i n d u c i n g t h e i r  adherence 

t o  a Church. 

d )  Everything r a i s i n g  suspicion about t h e  "good f a i t h "  of others  - "bad 

f a i t h "  can never be preswned; it should always be proved. 

e )  The use of a  motive which has no r e l a t i o n  t o  the  f a i t h  i t s e l f  but is 

presented as an appeal t o  change r e l i g i o u s  adherence: f o r  example, 

t h e  appeal t o  p o l i t i c a l  motivos t o  win over those who are  eager t o  
secure  fo r  themselves the  p ro tec t ion  o r  favours o f  c i v i l  au thor i ty ,  o r  

those  who a re  opposed t o  tho es t ab l i shed  regime. Churches which form 
a large  majority i n  a s t a t e  should not use l ega l  methods, s o c i a l ,  
economic o r  p o l i t i c a l  pressure,  i n  t h e  attempt t o  prevent mmbers of 
minori ty c o m i t i e s  from the  e x e r c i s e  of t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  r e l i g i o u s  

freedom. 

f )  Every unjus t  o r  ~ ~ c h a i t a b l e  reference t o  the  b e l i e f s  o r  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

o t h e r  re l ig ious  cormunities i n  the  hope of winning adherents.  This 
inc ludes  malevolent c r i t i c i s m  which offends the  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  mem- 
be r s  of o+,her comrrmnities. Jn genera l ,  one should compare the  good 

qualities and i d e a l s  o r  the  maknesses and p rac t i ces  oP one community 
with those of t h e  o t h e r s ,  not one ' s  idea l s  with the  o ther ' s  p rac t i ce .  

28. 2. Chr is t ian  Witness and Relat ions between the  Churches 

m e  Lord has wil led t h a t  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  be one i n  o rde r  t h a t  t h e  world 
bel ieve .  n u s  it i s  not enough f o r  Christians t o  conform t o  t h e  above. 

Tney should a l so  be concerned i n  f o s t e r i n g  whatever can res to re  n r  

s t rengthen between them t h e  bonds o f  t r u e  brotherhood. Proposed s u e  
gest ions:  

a) In each Church one is conscious t h a t  conversion o f  hear t  and the  
renewal of h i s  own community are  e s s e n t i a l  cont r ibut ions  t o  the  
ecumenical movement . 

b) Missionary ac t ion  should be c a r r i e d  out i n  an ecumenical s p i r i t  

whioh takzs in to  considerat ion t h e  p r i o r i t y  of t h e  announcement o f  t h e  
Gospel t o  non-Christians. The missionary e f f o r t  of one Church i n  alr 
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a reas  o r  milieu where another Church i s  already a t  work depends on an 
honest answer t o  the  question: what i s  the  q u a l i t y  o f  the Chr i s t i an  

message proclaimed by the  Church a l ready a t  work, and in  what s p i r i t  is 

it being proclaimed and l ived?  Here frqnk discuss ion between the  

Churches ccncerned would be h ighly  des i rab le ,  i n  order  t o  have a c l e a r  

understanding of each o ther ' s  missionary and ecumenical ccnvic t ions ,  

and with the  hope t h a t  it wculd he lp  t o  determine the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

of cooperation, of common witness,  of f r a t e r n a l  a s s i s t ance ,  o r  of 

complete withdrawal. (5) In t h e  same manner and s p i r i t  t he  r e l a t i o n s  

between minority and majority Churches shculd be considered. 

c )  P a r t i c u l a r l y  al l  competitive s p i r i t  shculd be avoided by which a 
Chr is t ian  c o m i t y  might seek a pos i t ion  of power and p r iv i l ege ,  and 

concern i t s e l f  l e s s  with proclaiming t h e  Cospel t o  those who have not 

y e t  received it than w i t $  p r o f i t i n g  by chances t o  r e c r u i t  new members 

among the  o ther  Chr is t ian  communities. 

d )  To avoid causes of tens ion between Churches because of the  f r e e  

exe rc i se  of t h e  r i g h t  of every m a n  t o  choose h i s  e c c l e s i a l  a l l eg iance  

and, i f  necessary, t o  change it i n  obedience t o  conscience, it is 

v i t a l :  

( i )  t h a t  t h i s  f r e e  choice should be exercised i n  f u l l  howledge of what 

i s  involved and, i f  poss ib le ,  a f t e r  counsel with t h e  pastors  of 

t h e  t w o  B;lurchcs ccncerned. P a r t i c u l a r  care  is nccossary i n  the  

case of ch i ld ren  and young people; i n  such cases ,  the  g rea tes t  

wei@A and respect  shculd be given t o  the  views and r i g h t s  of t h e  

parents and t u t o r s ;  

( i i ) t h a t  the  Church which admits a now member shculd be conscious of 

t h e  ecumenical repercuseions, and not draw vain  glory from i t ;  

( i i i ) t h a t  the  Cl~urch which h a  l o s t  a member shculd not become b i t t e r  

o r  h o s t i l e ,  nor c s t r n c i s c  the  person concerned; t h a t  it examines 

i t s  consciencc as t o  how it has done i ts duty of bringing t h e  

Gosrel t o  t h a t  person. Has it madc an c f f c r t  t o  understand how 

h i s  Chr is t ian  convictions ought t o  a f fec t  h i s  l i f e ,  o r  r a t h e r  w a s  
it content t h a t  he should remain a nominal and o f f i c i a l  member of 

t h a t  community? 

( i v )  t h a t  any change of a l legiance  motivated mainly by the  des i re  t o  

secure scmc matc r i a l  a d v a n t a e  should be refused.  

e )  Some points of t ens ion  betvnen t h e  C!lurches are d i f f i c u l t  t o  overcome 

because what is done by one Church i n  view of i t s  theologica l  and 

ecc les io log ica l  convict ions,  i s  considered by t h e  o the r  as i m p l i c i t  

proselytism. In t h i s  case,  it i s  n e o e s s a y  that t he  two s ides  t r y  t o  
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c l a r i f y  what is r e a l l y  i n  question and t o  a r r ive  a t  mutual undor- 

s tanding of d i f f e M n t  pract ioes ,  and i f  poss ib le ,  t o  agree t o  a 

common policy. !Elis oan be r e a l i z e d  only i f  the carrying out of these  

theological  and ecc les io log ica l  conviotions cLearly exolude every type 

of witness which would be t a i n t e d  by p r o s e w l s m ,  a s  described above. 

Some examples o f  such tensions: 

( i)  l l ~ e  fac t  t h a t  a  Churoh which reserves baptism t o  adul ts  ("bel iever ' s  

baptlsm" ) persuades the  f a i t h f u l  of another Churoh who have 

already been baptizzd as i n f a n t s ,  t o  receive baptism again, is 
of ten  regarded 3s proselyt is ing.  A discussion on the nature of 

baptism and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  f a i t h  and t o  the  Church could lead t o  

new a t t i t u d e s .  

( i i )The  d i sc ip l ine  of ce r t a in  Churches conoerning the marriage of 

t h e i r  rnembdrs with Christ ians of other c o n m i t i e s  is of ten  
considcrcd as prosclyt ic .  In f a c t ,  thcsc r u l e s  depend on theolcgi-  

c a l  posi t ions.  Convcrsations on t h e  nature of marriage and t h e  

Church membership of the  family could b r ing  about progress and 

resolve i n  a jo in t  w a y  the p a s t o r a l  question ra i sed  by such 

marriages. 

( i i i ) ~ h e  Orthodox consider t h a t  t h e  existence of t h e  Eastern Catholic 
Churches i s  t h e  f r u i t  of proselytism. Catholios l eve l  the s m e  

c r i t lo i sm agains t  the way i n  which ce r t a in  of these  Churches have 

been reunited t o  the Orthodox Church. Whatever has been t h e  p a s t ,  

the  Catholio Church and t h e  Orthodox Church a re  determined t o  

r e j e c t  not  only prosel,ytism but a lso  the  in ten t ion  even t o  draw 

the  f a i t h f u l  of one Church t o  another. An example of t h i s  pledge 

i s  t h e  common declara t ion of Pope Paul VI and Patr iaroh Athena- 

garas I, on Ootober 28, 1967. The resolut ion of these ques t ions ,  

evidently important f o r  the  ecumenical movement, should be sought 

i n  frank discuss ion between the  Cnurchcs oonoerned. 

These re f l ec t ions  and suggestions on oommon witness and proselytism 

w i l l ,  it is hoped, n f f c r  the  Churches an nppnrtunity nf moving more 

quickly along t h e  wa,y which leads t o  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of complete con- 

m i o n  among them. k they t r a v e l  t h a t  path t n  u n i t y  t h e  Churches r e a l i z e  

t h a t  Christ ian witness can never be perfeot .  They c a  never  oeme t o  

s t r i v e  fo r  a deeper r e a l i z a t i o n  and c l e a r e r  expression of the Cnod News 

of t h e  unfathomable r iohes  of Christ ( c f .  Eph. 3. 8) ,  and f o r  a more 

f a i t h f u l  l i v i n g  i n  accord with His one messas .  By f i d e l i t y  t o  t h i s  

s t r i v i n g  the  Churcbes w i l l  grow toge the r  i n  witness t o  Christ ,  " the 

F a i t h f u l  and True Witness" ( ~ e v .  3. 14) i n  expectat ion of t h a t  day when 

a l l  things w i l l  be perfeot ly  rees tabl ished i n  him (o f .  Eph. 1.  10; Col. 

1. 20). 



(1 )  Modern languages use  severa l  b i b l i c a l l y  derived terms whioh denote 

p a r t i c u l a r  aspects  of t h e  announcements of t h e  Gospel in word and 

i deed: Witness, Apostolate, Mission, Confession, Evangelism, Kerygma 

Mess&, e t c .  I4e have p re fe r red  here t o  adopt "Witness'?, 
because it expresses more comprehensively t h e  r e a l i t i e s  we a r e  

t r e a t i n g .  

(2)  C f .  Christ ian Witnsss, Proselytism and Religious Liberty i n  t h e  

S e t t i n g  of t h e  WCC, of the  Third WCC ksembly (1961); Declaration 

on Religious Freedom, of the Second Vatican Council (1965); Universal  

Deolaration on &man Rights, of t h e  United Nations (1948), esp. N. 

18.. Since t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e l i g i o u s  freedom opera tes  i n  s o c i e t y ,  these  

documents a l so  mention r u l e s  which modify t h e  use of it. 

(3)  In c e r t a i n  l i n g u i s t i c ,  c u l t u r a l  and confessional  contexts ,  t he  t e r n  

'tprosel&ismll, used without q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  has acquired t h i s  pejora- 
t i v e  sense. In thoso nther  languages and contexts  in  which t h e  

term s t i l l  r e t a i n s  its more o r i g i n a l  meaning of "zeal  i n  spreading 

t h e  f a i th ' ? ,  it w i l l  be necessary a lways  t o  use  "p rose ly t im i n  t h e  

pe jora t ive  sense" o r  some phrase which denotes defec t ive  a t t i t u d e s  

and con&ct. 

(4) Cf. Second Vatioan Council Deorce, Ad k n t e s ,  6 and 1 5 ;  and t h e  
proposals f o r  " Jo in t  Aotion f o r  Mission" formulated by the  1961 New 

k l h i  Assembly o f  the WCC and aff irmed by t h e  Report of Seotion I1 

of t h e  1968 Uppsda  Bssembly. 

( 5 )  In speaking of J o i n t  Action f o r  Mission, t h e  World Council of 

Churches d i s t ingu i shes  p resen t ly  t h r e e  degrees of missionary 
collaborat ion:  surveying the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of missionary ac t ion ;  

jo in t  planning; and jo in t  ac t ion .  The meaning of common witness is 
wider than t h a t  of jo in t  ac t ion  f o r  mission. 

The above document is ava i l ab le  from t h e  Sec re ta r i a t  f o r  Christ ian 

Unity. 

Also ava i l ab le  at t h e  Sec re ta r i a t  and at the  Sedos Iboumentation Centre: 
Ecumenical Collaboration at the  Regional, National and b o a 1  Levels. 

In Church Alert Nov - Dec 1977 "The Rocca d i  Papa Colloquium on t h e  

Socia l  Teaching of t h e  Churches, Part  I. 



MPIC: ECUMENICISM - EAST AFXICA 

ATTITUDES AND I N I T I A T ~  MWAFW CHRISTIN UNITY I N  EASTERN AF?(ICA 

In Ootober 1976, members of f ive  d i f f e r e n t  Christ ian denominations 
came together i n  Nairobi f o r  shared disoussion on Attitudes and I n i t i a t i v e s  

towards Chr is t ian  b i t y  i n  Eastern Afrioa. The following reso lu t ions  

adopted ooncerning t h e i r  research project  on t h i s  top ic  n f f e r  many u s e f u l  

ideas and suggestions: 

TITIS OF THE PROJECT: 

The projeot  is t o  be known as the  BBCC/AMECEA Research P m j e c t  on 

Attitudes and I n i t i a t i v e s  Tcwards Christ ian Unity in Eastern Afrioa. 
(arm-). 
T-URWSE OF THE PROJECT8 

The planning meeting described the purpose of the  researah project a~f. 

follows: In order t h a t  t h e  mission of the  Church in the  World m a y  be 

more e f feo t ive  and t h a t  humanity may u l t i m a t e l y  be r e w n c i l e d  in Christ, 

we propose t o  examine t h e  Eoumenicd s i t u a t i o n  i n  Eastern Afrioa,  

evaluating t h e  posi t ive  aohievements, i d e n t i f y i n g  the  negative fac to r s  
and p r o p ~ s i n g  fu r the r  pos i t ive  action. We propose t o  a s s i s t  i n  the 

eduoation i n  Ecumenism of Christians in a l l  areas o f t h e  Churahes' l i f e  
and rancern, and t o  convince t h e  Churches of the  urgent need t o  commit 

themselves :o work for  Chr i s t i an  unity". 

CSARACTER OF THE PROJECT: 

The character  of the  p ro jea t  is t o  be described as a programme mf 
aotion and re f l ec t ion .  It i s  hoped, not only t o  provide information 
oonoerning a t t i t u d e s  and i n i t i a t i v e s  towards Christ ian u n i t y ,  but a lso  
t o  st imulate Christ ians at al l  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  Churches t 9  oornmit themelveg 

t o  mrk for Chris t ian  u n i t y ,  

DJFL4TION OF THE PXOJECT: 

The planning meeting envisaged a t h r e e  yea r  p ro jec t ,  wmrnencing in 
January 1977 and f i n i s h i n g  i n  keember 1979. 

AREAS OF INVESTIGATION: 

'he planning meeting i d e n t i f i e d  seven p r inc ip le  a r e s  o f  
inves t igat ion.  There were t w o  fhndamentd areas: The mission e f  the  
C h o h  t o  t h e  world and the  negative fac to r s  which w n s t i t u t e  ebs tac les  

t o  t h a t  mission. The other  f i v e  meas  nf inves t iga t ion  a re  e s s e n t i a l l y  

sub-divisions of these t w o  fundamental a reas ,  We give a descr ip t ion af 

eaoh nf these  a r e a s  i n  the  e r d e r  determined by t h e  meeting. 
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a )  Mission o f  the  Church t o  t h e  FJorld: I n  t h i s  a r e a  the  d i f f e r i n g  

eocles io logies  and s t r u c t u r e s  of the ohurches lmuld be s tudied .  So 

also would t h e  Church's r o l e  in development and in responding t o  the  

real needs of gfrican s o c i e t y  today. The problem of c o n f l i o t s  

between an African and a Chr is t ian  i d e n t i t y  should a l so  be s tudied  

here, as wel l  as the  Church's response t o  o the r  (ron-Christian) 
f a i t h s .  &angel isa t ionl  t h e  influenoe nf t h e  churches on each o ther ,  

work f o r  development, and t h e  response of the  churches t o  inadequate 
p o l i t i c a l  images of t h e  Church imuld a l s o  be inoludsd i n  t h i s  a rea  

of inves t iga t ion .  The a r e a  could be described in p n e r a l  as  the  

confronta t ion  of t h e  churches with p lura l i sm i n  the  modern world. 

b )  Negative Factors: I n  t h i s  a r e a  both the  thcologlca l  and non-thcolo- 

g i c a l  causes o f  d iv i s ion  among Chr is t ians  should be s tudied .  It w a s  
noted t h a t  Christ ians t end  t o  take an ambiguous a- l t i tude  towards 

Chr is t ian  u n i t y ,  depending upon d i f f e r e n t  contexts i n  rrhich they f i n d  

themselves. It xias noted t h a t  even Ecumenism i t s e l f  could be a 

stumbling block, and t h a t  some churches were vehemently opposed t o  

working f o r  Christ ian u n i t y .  There is t h e  danger of a r e a l i g m e n t  c,f 

churches favouring o r  opposing Chr is t ian  uni ty .  Other f a c t o r s  

inoluded f e a r  of los ing  onc's i d e n t i t y ,  competitivcness, church 

centredness and general  complacenoy about the  s i t u a t i o n .  

a )  S p i r i t u a l  Ecumenism: In t h i s  a rea  the  ao tua l  clear-cut p o l i c i e s  of 

thc  churches would be s tud ied ,  the  present  s i t u a t i o n  r.rould be assessed 

and t h e  goals  at whioh t h e  churches are aiming would be discussed. 

d )  The Family and Ecumenism: 'his a rea  would study the  p o s i t i v e  

cont r ibut ion  of the  extended f m i l y  in  Africa t o  pronoting Christ ian 

un i ty .  Inter-church marriages would a l so  be studied.  It w a s  noted 

t h a t  Ecumenism by-passes the  family t o  a great  extent .  It would be 

necessary t o  discover how t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c,an ba remcdicd, 

e )  !Tlw Biblc <and Ecumenism: In t h i s  a r e a  j o i n t  tr,msl,ztions of the 

Biblc and jo in t  B i b l i c a l  s tudy p o u p s  would be evaluated. It w i l l  be 

necessary t o  study A f r i c a  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  Biblc and t h e  use  whioh is 

made i n  Bfrioa of t h e  Bible. The oonnection between l i t e r a c y  and 

Bible reading wns noted. Another top io  i n  t h i s  a rea  concerns the  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  of a t t i t u d e s  t o  the  Bible towards the M r i c a n  h i s t o r i c a l  

oonsciousness . 
f )  Eliucation ar.d Ecumcnism: It was f e l t  t h a t  c d u c e i o n  j.n Ecumenism w a s  

needed at a l l  levels  i n  each ohurch so as t o  provide information 

about o t h e r  ohurches and about the movement totlards Chr is t ian  un i ty  

i t s e l f .  An important point  i n  t h i s  oontcxt concer?s t h e  terminology 

we employ when speaking about Christiaxs of other  ck~ui-ohes. Also i n  

t h i s  a r e a  an evaluat ion must bc made of jo in t  r e l ig ious  eduoation 
syl labuses  and the  impact of Ecumcnism i n  t h e  school o r  t h e  wider 
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community. Jo int  t r a i n i n g  f o r  ministry and theological  extension 
programmes must also be s tudied.  

g) & a h a t i o n  of Ecumenical In i t i a t ives :  In t h i s  a rea  we would try t o  
docwnent and evaluate o t h e r  Ecumenical i n i t i a t i v e s  such as jo in t  

pas tora l  care ,  the sha r ing  of buildings,  jo in t  use of c o m i c a t i o n s  
media, co-operation i n  the  f i e l d  of hea l th ,  jo in t  r e l i e f  work and t h e  

working o f  joint  and na t iona l  Clvis t ian  councils.  The source of the  

i n i t i a t i v e s  must be examined as well as t h e i r  motivations. 

a) Theological Dialogue: Theology teschers  i n  University Departments of 
~. 

Religious s tud ios ,  Seminaries and Theological Colleges w i l l  be asked 

t o  oontribute t o  a d i a l o g e  on the subject  of Eoumenism. The d i a l o y e  

w i l l  t ake  place ch ie f ly  a t  a s e r i e s  of l o c a l  colloquia. Theologians 

would a l so  be encour.wd t o  contribute a r t i c l e s  t o  theological  

journals  on the  subject  of Emmenism. It i s  a lso  proposed t h a t  

theologians make contr ibut ions  t o  r e l ig ious  radio programmes in e m h  

of the countries.  Chr is t ian  conununications departments w i l l  be 

contacted t o  s e e  i f  'ecumenical' mater ia l  can be supplied t o  broad- 

cas te r s .  Topics of i n t e r e s t  t o  l i s t e n e r s  would include Church-related 

ac t ion on developmont and e.g. e m e n i c a l  react ions t o  the  recent 

statement by the t h i r d  world theologians ( a t  t h e i r  meeting i n  D-s- 

Salaam). 

b) Research Conducted by Universi ty Religious Studies Departments: 

Univers i t ies  Rcligious Studies Departments w i l l  be i n v i t e d  t o  oarry 

out socio-religious research i n  a peri-urban area  i n  order  t o  discover 

and descr ibe  the  re l ig ious  dynamics of the  area.  Mindolo Ecumenical 

Foundation w i l l  a l so  be contacted t o  see i f  i t  could p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a 

s imi la r  project  and/or share  with us the r e s u l t s  of previous 

researches of t h i s  kind. 

a )  Basic hcumcntat ion and Data Gathering: The gFIECEA Research Ikpart- 

rnent was asked t o  prepare p o s t a l  quest ionnaires t c  be s e n t  t o  various 

l eve l s  i n  t h e  c:lurches i n  order  t o  ob ta in  bas ic  d o m e n t a t i o n  and 

information concerning prngress towards Christ ian un i ty .  hamis of 

these quest ionnaires w i l l  a l s o  take place i n  the department. 

d)  S e t t i n g  up "Ecumenical Laboratories" a t  Local lcvol: Controlled 

experimentation a t  l o c a l  l e v e l  w i l l  be conducted i n  favourable areas 
with t h e  help  of l o c a l  pas to r s ,  teachers ,  ca tech i s t s  e t c .  and with 

the  col labora t ion of theology students.  It w i l l  be necessary to 

stucly a rcas  of r e l ig ious  homopneity as well  as areas i n  which there  

a re  a number of Churches a t  work. Ioea l  a t t i t u d e s  and i n i t i a t i v e s  

could be s tudied through 2ersonal interviews and t h o u g h  discussion.. 

It w a s  recommended t h a t  t h e  t e x t  of Fr. Brian Hearnet paper Seeds ----- cf  
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Unity should be used a s  t h e  bas i s  f o r  d iscuss ion and s tudy groups. 

This booklet should be accompanied by a s e r i e s  of s tudy questions 

proposed by an Ecumenical committce. It is important t h a t  the rc  

should be some feed-baok t o  the  MCEA Researoh I!epartment which w i l l  

a lso provide ass is tance  t o  t h e  researchers and w i l l  oo-6rdinate t h e i r  

work. Wherever necessary,  approaohes w i l l  be made t o  Chr is t ian  

Councils, Episoopal Conferences and o t h e r  levels  of leadership  i n  t h e  

Churches . 
e )  Evaluation of Jo in t  Religious Etluoaticn Syllabuses: With t h e  help of 

na t iona l  associa t ions  of r c l l g i o u s  eduoation teaohers and inspeotors ,  

it is  planned t o  ca r ry  out an evaluat ion o f  jo in t  r e l i g i o u s  syl labuses 

a t  both primary and secondary l eve l .  Eventually chaplains at Univer- 

s i t i e s  might also be involved i n  t h i s  research  when s tudents  who have 

followed t h c  syl labuses a t  school begin t o  appear i n  t h e  Universi t ies .  

One o r  ~T.IO individual  exper ts  w i l l  be approached i n  order  t o  oonduct 

an evaluat ion  of the  Makerere Diploma o f  Theology taken by theology 

s tudents  i n  t h e  Seminaries and Theological Colleges of East Africa. 

f )  Approach t o  Churches Opposed t o  the Eoumenical Movement: In t h e  case 

of churches opposed t o  t h e  ecumenical movement it is proposed t o  work 

through the  charismatic movement and shared  prayer groups i n  order t o  

discover t h e  point of view of these  churches. It w i l l  be necessary 

t o  work through individual  contacts  and a l so  throu@ Universi@ 

ohaplaincies . 
g) Masic: Since music is o f  great  importance in evangel isa t ion  in 

b t c r n  Africa and i n  inf luencing ideas  i n  the  a res ,  it i s  proposed t o  

s t imula te  musical c r e a t i v i t y  which can contr ibute  t o  Chr i s t i an  unity.  
Ecumenioal hymn books should be s tudied  and, i f  necessary commissioned. 
Also the idea  of an Ecumenioal music f e s t i v a l  should be s tudied .  

Praot ica l  arrangements. A S t e e r i n g  Committee and a l is t  of 

corresponding assoc ia tes  w a s  agreed on, and a rough budget d r a m  up, f o r  

the  s t i p u l a t e d  t h r e e  years of t h e  research p r o j e c t .  A press conference 

was held at t h e  end o f  the  meeting. 

(Firom Afer 'do1 19, No 3,  June, 1977 PP. 185 - 190.) 
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MATTER ECCLESIAE CENTEX. The S i s t e r s  of t h e  Holy Cross (Notre Dame, 
Indiana) es tabl i shed t h i s  Center i n  1974. Located on t h e  Sea of Gal i lee ,  

Tiber ias ,  I s r a e l ,  it  is now i n  i t s  f i f t h  sess ion ,  providing a program of 

continuing s p i r i t u a l  formation and enrichment f o r  women r e l i g i o u s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  of Afrioa and Asia. Regular program f o r  s i s t e r s  o f  Africa and 

Asia begins September 29 each year  and ends the  first Wednesday a f t e r  
Easter .  The t h i r d  sess ion  of a mini-program of t ~ m  months durat ion f o r  

missionary s i s t e r s  begins the  f i r s t  week i n  Nay and onds t h e  f i r s t  week 
of Ju ly .  For information wr i t e  t o  P.0, Box 207, T ibe r i a s ,  I s r a e l .  



TOPIC: ANCOLA 

BNCOLQ: THB RECONSTRUCTION FBN A LZBERATION M O v E 3 E N T  I.N"M A WORKERS' 
PAR!rY. 

by Krien Houdijk 

THF CONGRESS, Ah' EXl'EiTmLY IbZPORTBNT EVENT. 

The importance of t h e  Congress beoomes apparent when one rea l i zes  
t h a t  t h e  Congress is the  highest author i ty  f o r  the  Movement and the M y ,  

as w e l l  as f o r  the Cbvernment. This Congress-meeting was, moreover, t h e  

f i r s t  one held  on nat ive  s o i l ,  and has l e d  t o  the  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of the 

MPLA i n t o  t h e  Party of t h e  Workers', on a marxist-leninist bas i s .  This 
completely new s t ruc tu re  w i l l  make great  demands on a l l  members of the  

Party and w i l l  give the Movement a completely d i f f e r e n t  look,  a8 President 

Neto noted i n  the c los ing  address. 

315 delegates from a l l  over the country pa r t i c ipa ted  and 150 syw 

pathizers  and guests were present  including a few members o f  t h e  Nethex- 

lands Angola Committee who had come t n  Luanda f o r  the meeting. 

President  Neto opened t h e  Congress with a long Report, which embodied 

the  main points  on which the  Congress would have t o  pronounce. These 

statements have been put down in a number of shor t  resolut ions .  h e  of 

the  most important of these  i s  cer6ainly the  one on t h e  s e t t i n g  up of t h e  

h g o l a  Workers1 Party. Connected t o  t h i s  i s  the  approval of t h e  S ta tu tes  

and of t h e  Programme. In t h i s  Programme it is s t a t e d  again very c l e a r l y  

t h a t  t h e  Workers' Party w i l l  be guided by marxist-leninist pr inciples .  

In the  months preceding the Congress t h i s  statement had ra i scd  m a n y  

questions about the place and the function of bel ievers  i n  the  new Bngola. 

Regularly t h e  question w a s  touched upon i n  important speeches, and t h e  

~ o l u t i o n  proposed there  boi led  down t o  the  following: t h e  Christ ians 

could not be m i l i t a n t  members of the  Par ty ,  but they could and should 

co-operate i n  building up tho country within t h e  mass-organizations suoh 

as the  Bngolese bmen's Movement and t h e  Workers' Syndicate. According 

t o  t h e  S t a t u t e s  now approved, they can a l so  become "sympathizing memberst1 

of t h e  Party.  The a c t u a l  members are m i l i t a n t s  o r  a s p i r a n t s ,  who have t n  

endorse and propagate marxism-leninism i n  a l l  f i e l d s .  The "sympathizers" 

are described i n  the S ta tu tes  as persons who a re  members of one of the 

mass-organizations and who, moreover, aocept t h e  Programme of t h e  Party 

and are prepared t o  carry  out the tasks of the  Party and t n  p a y  t h e i r  

f inanc ia l  contr ibution.  I n  o a r l i e r  publ ica t ions  it has been s t a t e d  t h a t  

Christ ians belong t o  t h i s  category. It seems t h a t  President Neto under- 

l i n e s  t h i s  when he says t h a t  bel ievers as well as a t h e i s t s  have t o  tdce 
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p a r t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  one person by 

another.  

The ques t ion  of t h e  r e l i g i o n s  within t h e  People's Republic has been 

dea l t  wi th  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t h e  long Report. To me t h e  paper seems t o  be 

somewhat ambiguous: on t h e  one hand t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  a t t a c k s  on the  

Church and on Religion i n  genera l ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand a  confirmation t h a t  

t h e r e  is r e l i g i o w  l i b e r t y ,  and a  request  f o r  co l l abora t ion .  The opening 

statement  is q u i t e  c l e a r .  Without mincing mat te rs ,  it blames r e l i g i o n  

(throughout h i s t o r y )  f o r  be ing  an instrument .  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  

e x p l o i t e r s  t n  keep t h e  oppressed masses away from t h e  revolu t ionary  

s t rugg le .  Religion has kept  t h e  people ignoran t ,  and has kept  them at a  

d is tanoe  from s c i e n t i f i c  ~ x p l a n a f i o n s  of na tu re .  

In gene ra l ,  and f u l l y  i n  l i n e  with mariism-leninism, r e l i g i o n  w a s  
described ac. a mrped  r e f l e c t i o n  nf the  world around u s ,  which is b a s i c a l l y  

determined by t h e  condit ions i n  whioh t h e  people l i v e .  Therefore, t h e  

inf luence of t h e  r e l i g i o n s  can be changed only  i f  the  world of whioh 

they  a re  a r e f l e c t i o n  is changed. 

In s p i t e  of t h i s  negat ive  view of r e l i g i o n ,  the  People's Republic of 

h e l a  w i l l  no t  forbid r e l i g i o n .  &t one w i l l  have t o  be on one's guard 

against  t h e  danger of t h e  Party d e v i a t i n g  from i ts  fundamental v i s i o n  on 

r e l i g i o n .  h r t h e r m o r e ,  P a r t y  and S ta t e  w i l l  have t o  guarantee each 

c i t i z e n ' s  freedom of conscience,  which means t h a t  everybody i s  f r ee  t o  

profess  a r e l i g i o n  o r  no?t t o  do so .  Moreover, each c i t i z e n  w i l l  have t h e  

freedom t o  worship, but  o n l y  within t h e  norms l a i d  d a m  by t h e  law and 

t h e  norms of s o c i a l i s t  e t h i c s .  Bel ievers  and non-believers w i l l  have 

equal r i g h t s  and d u t i e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  sphe re .  Fducation w i l l  be sc i -  
e n t i f i o  and teaching  non-denominational. F i n a l l y ,  one w i l l  not  be able 

t o  r e f e r  t o  r e l i g i a u s  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  o rde r  t o  oppose t h e  revnlu t ionary  
prooess and soc ia l i sm.  The s t rugg le  f o r  a  f r e e  conscience and f o r  a  

s o i e n t i f i o  and ma te r i a l i s t i c ,  philosophy of l i f e  w i l l  become an i n t e g r a l  

pa r t  o f  t ho  s t rugg le  f o r  a new soc ie ty ,  i n  which the re  w i l l  no longer be 
room f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  one person by another .  

THE BISHOPS' REPLY. 

Immediately a f t e r  t h e  Congress c losed ,  t h e  Bishops of h g n l a  came 

together  i n  Lubangn. A l ong  Pas tora l  L e t t e r  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e i r  

r e f l e o t i o n  nn t h e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n .  'Ihe document was da ted  December 

14th, 1977, and it w a s  read  out  i n  the  churches nn January 8 th .  It i s  

c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Bishops have i n t e n s i v e l y  oonoerned themselves with t h e  

donunonts of t h e  Congress, e s p e c i a l l y  with t h e  poin ts  t h a t  touch nn 

r e l i g i o n .  In t h e  in t roduc t ion  t h e  bishops p ro fes s  anew t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  

with t h e  p'ehple, i n  t h e i r  joys and t h e i r  sorrows, i n  t h e i r  hopes and 
t h e i r  f e q r s .  It is p r e c i s e l y  t h e  people who have asked t h e  bishops 
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f requent ly  f o r  more guidel ines  in  searching f o r  ways and means of keeping 

the f a i t h .  The l e t t e r  is mewt  t o  give an answer t o  these  quest ions.  
Several po in t s  from t h e  Pas to ra l  Let te r  of  November 1976 are repeated i n  

t h i s  L e t t e r ,  and *her supplemented and e labora ted .  More than 50 foot- 

notes have been added t o  t h e  Le t t e r ;  t hese  show t h a t  t h e  bishops have 

been mainly inspi red  by t h e  Const i tut ions qf t h e  People's Republio of . -. . -. - -. . - .. . . . - - .- - . - - - - . - - - -. - - - - -. - - . 
November l l t h ,  1975, and by the  Universal Declaration of  M a n  Rights, as 

-. ~- 
well as church documents, such as Lumen Gentium, Gaudium e t  Spes, 

. -~ -. - -. - 
Fupulonun Pmgress ie  and Evangeli i  h t i a n d i ,  l ke  Le t t e r  covers t h e  
- -.. -- 

main areas:  17 t h e  p m t e s ~ ~ ) - & i i i i i ~ ~ i i o n  and 3) be ing  c h r i s t i a n  in 
the  present  s i t u a t i o n  i n  h g o l a .  

PROTEST AGAINST VIOLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

m e  Cons t i tu t ion ,  has pmclaimed Freedom of Religion,  but i n  t h e  

opinion of  t h e  bishops t h i s  law o f  r e l i g i o u s  freedom is r e g u l a r l y  being 

v i o l a t e d .  Systematic propaganda promoting atheism gDes unpunished. 

Discrimination of  be l i eve r s  on t h e  bas i s  of  t h e i r  f a i t h ;  profanat ion of  
r e l i g i o u s  p laces  and o b j e c t s  a l so  goes unpunished. 

The bishops a lso  t h i n k  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  freedom becomes en i l l u s i o n  i f  

it is not  seen  as r e l a t e d  t o  freedom of speech and p ress ,  and freedom t o  

meet t o g e t h e r .  It is t h e i r  opinion t h a t  freedom of speech and press  has 

almost completely disappeared from publ ic  l i f e .  In t h i s  they  r e f e r  t o  

t h e  Universal  Declaration of &man Rights par .  19. In t h i s  connectien 

they  blame tho  Government f o r  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  Catholic  Broadcasting 

Corporation has had t o  be s i l e n t  f o r  w e r  six months. 

The bishops p ro tes t  a l s o  against  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  of j u s t i a e  as 
prac t iced  i n  t h s  People's Republic; a r b i t r u y  a r r e s t s ,  long periods in 
prison on t h e  bas is  of unfounded ins inua t ions  and t h e  absence o f  an 

organized court  prooedriras al lowing proper defense. 

THE RIGHT OP P m S  TO EDUCATE THEIR CHILDRFN 

The r i g h t  of  parents  t o  educate t h e i r  ch i ldren  is a b a s i o  subjeot  

of t h i s  Pas to ra l  Let ter .  Again the  bishops r e f e r  t* the  Universal - -- - - . - 
B c l a r a t i o n  o f  Human Rights (par .  26). In t h a t  l l g h t  t h e  bishops ----------- 
pro tes t  agains t  t h e  enforaement e f  a u n i f i e d  p a t t e r n  of educat ion and 

against  government monopolizing a l l  means b f  educat iqn and a l l  cent res  o f  

teaching.  

The bishops express t h e i r  concern about t h e  empty way i n  which 

marxism-leninism is taught .  They a lso  p r o t e s t  agJinst t h e  t-fer of 
chi ldrea  t o  d i s t a n t  coun t r i e s  with grea t  danger t o  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  and the  
ignoring o f  t h e  ri&ts o f  t h e  parents .  



REJECTION OF THE MARXIST INTERPFiBTATION OF RELIGION 

By way of a  supplement t o  the Pas to ra l  Let ter  of 1976 the  bishops 

now go f u r t h e r  in to  the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of r e l i g i o n  which t h e  Congress 

adopted from marxiswleninism. They base t h i s  on the t e x t  o f  t h e  opening 

repor t .  They r e j e c t  emphatioally the c a r i c a t u r e  spread by t h e  anti- 

re l ig ious  propaganda, which suggests t h a t  r e l i g i o n  is merely a deformed 

r e f l e c t i o n  of the  outs ide  world, o r  a form of s o c i a l  consciousness aimed 

a t  maintaining outdated s i t u a t i o n s ,  o r  a  consequence of an u n j u s t i f i a b l e  

nbscurantism, which keeps the  masses away from a s c i e n t i f i c  explanation 

of f a c t s .  

In a more pos i t ive  way the  bishops then describe r e l i g i o n  as 
d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  t o t a l  person, with a p r i o r i t y  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  values. 

This p r i o r i t y  does not mean, however, t h a t  worldly values a re  overlooked 

o r  discarded.  Never has sc ience  been r e j e c t e d  on the b a s i s  of r e l ig ion ,  

on the  con t ra ry ,  of ten  t h e  Church has defended and promoted science.  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  with reference  t n  Angola, it i s  the  opinion of the  

bishops t h a t  c e r t a i n  mistakes and shortcomings of the  pas t  have been 

general ized too eas i ly .  These mistakes and shortcominga,did e x i s t ,  but 

also many gnod t h i n g  have happened. They then point out t h a t  the  

missions have been cent res  of evangel iza t ion ,  but a lso  of l i t e r a c y  and 

c u l t u r e ;  cen t res  a lso  of education and h e a l t h  ca re ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  

r u r a l  a reas .  Various miss ionar ies  have done important work f o r  the  

study of indigenous languages and f o r  ethnographic observat ions .  They 

r e i t e r a t e ,  over and over again ,  t h a t  t h e  People of Angola a r e  o r i g i n a l l y  

a  be l i ev ing  people, and t h a t  the  majori ty o f  t h e  people a r e  baptized 

Christians. They r e j e c t  t h e  opinion t h a t  Chr i s t i an i ty  has remained a 

fore ign element in &gola. In t h e i r  opinion i t  has penet ra ted  so deeply 

i n t o  t h e  Afrioan cul ture  t h a t  des t roying t h i s  element ~ i o u l d  mean mu- 

t i l a t i n g  t h e  African. 

CEIRISTIANS I N  THF PROCESS OF REBUILDING THE COUNTRY 

In s p i t e  of a l l  these  points  of p r o t e s t  and of c r i t i c i s m  t h e  
bishops s t i l l  search f o r  po in t s  of mutual understanding and collaborat ion.  

They p ro fess  again t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  independence. They dec la re  again t h a t  

the re  is no objec t ion  whatever t o  col labora t ion  in  b u i l d i n g  up a s o c i a l i s t  

soc ie ty ,  but it must be on conditinn t h a t  t h e  human and c h r i s t i a n  values 

a re  respected .  

They condemn e x p l i c i t l y  l i b e r a l  capi ta l i sm as well as  exp lo i t ing  

colonial ism, both of whioh have kept the  African countr ies  i n  poverty and 

dependenoe f o r  so long. 

After t h i s  they address themselves t o  t h e  Christians exhor t ing  them 
t o  keep courage and not t n  l o se  hope: f e a r  and apathy are fundamentally 
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m n g ,  because they  have a c r i p p l i n g  e f f e c t .  

The bishops then warn aga ins t  r a sh  renewal t o 7 m d s  too  ho r i zon ta l  an 

a f r i c a n i z a t i o n .  In connection with t h i s  t hey  plead f o r  a sea rch  f o r  t he  

r i g h t  balance between s o c i a l  imprvvement and s p i r i t u a l  deepening. 

J u s t  a s  a l l  o t h e r  c i t i z e n s ,  the  Christian has his r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

soc ie ty ,  bu t  he cannot  looe h i s  i d e n t i t y  i n  t h e  process.  On t h e  con t ra ry ,  

h i s  f a i t h  w i l l  he lp  him acqu i re  a c l e a r e r  view o f  the  s o c i a l  and po- 

l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  

It remains t o  be seen  how the  t ens ion  between the  new Par ty  and t h e  

Catholio Church w i l l  develop. W i l l  i t  l ead  t o  a c o n f l i c t  o r  w i l l  they  

t r y  and come t o  a t m e  o f  round t a b l e  d ia logue?  

( t r a n s l a t e d  by Sr. Josephine Gosselink, scmm-t) . 
B m e n t a t i o n  on h g o l a  

~ 

-kux . . ~  Mois en Angola: ~ La iiencontre dtune Eglisn Vivante par  

Fr. Torres Neive, cssp  ( ~ e d o s  Doc. No 1/7177) 

-Lettre Pas to ra l e  de LtEpiscopat D ' h g o l a  Lors du Cinquantenaire de 

Sainte  Therhse de Lt&fant Jesus  Comme Patronne des Missions (Sedos 
\ ................................... 

Ibc.  4fi871 

If t h e r e  i s  l i g h t  i n  t h e  s o u l ,  There w i l l  be beauty i n  
the  person. 

If t h e r e  is beauty i n  the  person, There w i l l  be harmony 

in t h e  home, If the re  i s  harmony i n  t h e  home, 

There w i l l  be order  i n  the  na t inn  

If t h e r e  is order  i n  t h e  nation, 
m e r e  w i l l  be PEACE i n  t h e  wnrlcL 

Chinese Proverb 



78/120 DIOCESES - - D'ANCOU 
- - = = = = = = =  

1 - LU&WA ( + Cabinda ) 7 - BIE ( Si lva  Parto ) 

2 - CaRMONA - S. S:IIVI~D~R 8 - LUENA ( Luso ) 

3 - MbLBNGE 9 - R U M B ( ~  ( Nova Lisboa ) 

4 - NGUNZB ( Novo Redando ) 10 - LUBANGO ( SB da Bandoira, ) 

5 - SAURIMO ( Henrique de Carvalho ) 11 - NGIVA ( cr66 e t  l i d  B LUBiWGO ) 

6 - BENCXTEU 12 - MENONGUE ( Seroa P i n t n  ) 

A N  G 0 L A : ~ o p u l a t i o n  ( Chiffres o f f i c i e l s  de 1970 ) - - - - - -  - - - - - -  
6.000 .OW Hab. 




