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In the  miss io logica l  l i t e r a t u r e  of reoent y e a r s ,  it has become popu- 

lar t o  associa te  t h e  concept of dialogue with t h a t  of mission. Some 
advocate dialogue as pos i t ive  modificat ion of mission; others  r e j e c t  it ea 
undermining t h e  missionary oommitment of the  Church. Thus dialogue has 
contr ibuted t o  t h e  oontinuing p o l a r i z a t i m  among Chr is t ians  concerning t h e  

meaning of mission i n  the modern world. 

This paper deals  primari ly with t h e  pos i t ive  reception of t h e  d l &  i 

logue theme by t h e  Iiorld Council of Churches and t h e  Magisterium of  t h e  
Romam Catholic Church. For over a decade these  bodies have devoted in- 
o reas ing  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the i s sue ,  mindful of the  quest ion t o  which no 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  answers have yet  been found: Caes dialogue complement, 
modify, o r  replace mission? 

This wr i t e r  intends t o  a t t epp t  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between mission and dialogue. He presupposes t h a t  the  associa t ion  of 
t h e s e  concepts i n d i c a t e s ,  i n  the  f i n a l  analys is ,  t h e  need f o r  a re th ink ing  
of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  understanding of mission. k r  t h i s  t a s k ,  two bas ic  
r equ i re ren t s  must be met: the  i n t e g r i t y  of both mission and dialogue must 
remain i n t a c t  and t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  r e l a t ionsh ip  must be made e x p l i c i t .  

The Mission-Dialogue Issue s ince  1955 

Contributions 
~ . - - -. . - - - - -- t h e  World 

.- - - -  
Council 
-- 

In 1955 t h e  Central  Committee of t h e  World Council approved plans f o r  

a l o n e t e r m  study on The Word of God and the Living Fai ths  of Men. ( 1 )  
This i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  not t o t a l l y  unprecedented as t h e  study by Hallenoreutz 
ind ica tes ,  (2 )  but it marks the  beginning of a systematic inquiry  i n t o  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of dialogue between Christ ians and people of o the r  r e l i g i o u s  
t radi t ions .  

In the f i r s t  y e a r s ,  the  ques t ion  w a s  discussed at intra-churcrh l eve l s  

under the  guidance of twc WCC agencies,  the  Ikpartment of Missionary 

Studies and Studies i n  Evangelism, and the  Ikpartment of the Study Centers 

i n  Asia. Between 1955 and 1967 a number of consul ta t ions  sought t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  i s sues  and explore r e l a t i o n s  between Christians and Muslims, 
Hindus, and Wlddhists, respect ive ly .  Soon t h e  need f o r  a new understand- 

i n g  of mission was f e l t .  (3) 



The Mexioo Ci ty  Assembly of t h e  Commission on World Mission and 

Evwgelism in 1963 (4)  added a n e w  dimension t o  t h e  d i a e g u e  oonoern:. m e  

oonferenoe was p a r t i c u l a r l y  aware of the  secu la r  world, o a l l i n g  the  C k o h  

t o  disoern the  w i l l  and work of God by reaching out t o  people - be they  

secu la r  o r  r e l i g i o u s  - & e w e r  they l i v e .  A t  t h i s  meeting, "witnessing" 

an& "meeting" were the  key words. 

Conoluding t h e  s e r i e s  of in t r a rmra l  g d t h e r i n g ,  the  Kandy ( S r i .  ,Lanka) 
Consultation i n  1967 oonsiderably advanoed t h e  understanding of i n t e r  
r e l i g i o u s  dialogue: Dialogue means a pos i t ive  e f f o r t  t q  a t t a i n  a deeper 
understandingof t h e  t m t h  through mutual awareness of one another 's  
oonvict ions qnd witness.. . Dialogue implies readiness  t o  bq ohanged as 

wel l  as t o  inf luence  others .  ( 5 )  

I n ' t h c  6&e ye&, the  Central  Committee recommended t h e  continuation 

o f  the  study projeot .  It suggested, howcver, t h a t  exponints of Marxist 
andhumanist  thought a lso  be inoluded as par tners  i n  dialpgue. 

The first i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  oonsul ta t ion  w a s  arranged a t  Ajaltoun 

h 6 n ,  (6) i n  1 0  A s m a l l  number of Hindus, ~ u d d h i s t s  , and  Muslims 
met with a l a r g e r  number of C h r i s t i a m  t o  experience l i v i n g  i n  dialogue 

and to 'explore i t s  fu ture  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  quest ion of mission and 
dialogue w a s  r a i s e d  and l i s t e d  among the  topic6  r e f e r r c d  t o  f u t u r e  
mect i n s .  

i inmdiately afterwards,  a group of theologians convened i n  Zurioh 
t o  evaluate t h e  consul ta t ion .  An Aide41Qmoirc (7 )  was drafted. The 

miss ion4ia logbe i s sue  is prominent i n  t h i s  document whioh attempts t o  
c l c l r i fy  misunderstandings ,and alla,y f ea r s  in t h i s  domait. The freedom 

of t h e  p u t n e r s  t o  witncss t o  t h e i r  own faitk is  advocated. Dialogue as 

a new mission,a.ry s t r a t e g y  i s ,  however, re jec ted .  S t i l l . ,  as "means of 
oommunication" dialogue is considered "c lear ly  pa r t  of mission and.. . t o  
be undertaken wi th in  the  context of God's mission." (8) . 

Since h ja l toun ,  dialogue has become a c e n t r a l  concern of t h e  World 
, . 
Council. The Centra l  Committee, which met i n  M d i s  Ababa i n  1971, -4ssued 

a t h r e e ~ p a r t  documsnt e n t i t l e d  An Interim h l i ' c y  Statement and Chide-. 

L i n e s .  (9) The documcnt emphasizes t h a t  diaIogue i s  "a dynamic contac t  of 
l i f c  'with i i f e ,  cunccrned with l i v i n g  together  and a c t i n g  together  . I r  (10) 
I t  r e o o p i z e s ,  furthermore, the  t ens ion  a r i s i n g  from thc  s i m l t ~ e o u s  

promotion of dialogue and of mission. The c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of the  cannection 

betweeq,.mis$+ and dialoguc i s  l e f t  t o  " fur ther  theologica l  study" and 

"ac tua i  experience o f  dialogue ." (11) .. . 

In the  fol lowing year ,  t h c  !Jorld b u n o i l  sponsored a first b i l a t e r a l  
encountor bctwcen Nuslfm and Chr i s t i ans  a t  Broumana, Lebanon. (12)  Some 
f o r t y d i x  pmticipant .6 ' ;  almost equa l ly  divid-ed b e t m e n  the  t ~ m  f a i t h  
c o m i t i e s ,  gathered togethcr  under t h e  theme of "Thc Q c s t  f o r  Wman 
Understanding m d  Coopcration. Chr i s t i an  and M u s l i m  Contribufions."- 
Neither the  papers nor  thc  Memorandum focused on the  miss ion4 ia logue  



problem. The concerns of the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  oentered more on t h e  ohallenges 
of t h e  present sooio-poli t ical  s i t u a t i o n s  t o  which both  s ides  should 
respond. 

At the  Bankok Lssembly of t h e  Commission on World hTission and Evan- 
gelism in 1973, (13) t h e  overarching t h e m  "Salvation Today" and t h e  
genius l o c i  m a y  have been conducive t o  pondcring t h e  miss iond ia logue  
quest ion.  The rcpor t  of a s p e c i a l  discussion group argues t h a t  t h e r e  need 
no t  be tens ion between mission and dialogue. Rather, it observes, " 

"increasingly mission is being c a r r i e d  on i n  t h i s  s p i r i t  of dialogue 
without the  subsequent decreasc i n  the  s e w  of urgency in evangelism." 

(14) In view of renemd missionary a c t i v i t y  of o t h c r  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  

r epor t  speaks of r ec ip roca l  mission. In h i s  r e p o r t ,  Ph i l ip  P o t t e r ,  
General Secretary of t h e  I k r l d  Counoil of Churches, considered dialogue as 
t h e  f i r s t  of four  methodologies appropriate t o  evangelizat ion in our time. 

The theme of t h e  Colombo Consultation i n  1974 ( t h e  second multi- 
l a t e r a l  meeting) w a s  "Towards Vlorld C o m i t y .  Resources and Responsibi- 
l i t i e s  f o r  Living Together." (15) The miss iondia logue problem did  not  
surface  i n  the  i n t c r c h a n p .  There w a s ,  homver,  considerable i n t e r e s t  

i n  dialogue as  a major resource toward m r l d  community. 

'IAc Nairobi Assembly i n  1975 (16) epitomizes not  only the  d r ive  f o r  
dialogue t h a t  became manifest i n  t h e  years  a f t e r  Uppsala, but a l s o  t h e  
unresolved problems of a theologica l  nature inherent  i n  the  dialogue 
concept. 

The theme of Section Three documents the  f a c t  t h a t  the  l b r l d  Council 
has  opened i t s  doors t o  the  people of various f a i t h s ,  oul tures ,  and ideol- 

ogies  who join i n  a common search f o r  c o m i t y .  Again the mission- 
dialogue i ssue  i s  not much advanced except f o r  the  statement t h a t  dialogue 
is no a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  mission. liyM A. de S i lva  from S r i  Lanka offered,  

however, a remarkable apologia f o r  dialogue i n  Asia f o r  the sake of 
authent ic  mission. He stated:  

Dialogue i s  urgent  and e s s e n t i a l  f o r  us i n  l ls ia  i n  order  t o  
repudiate t h e  arrogance, aggression,  and negativism of our 
evange l i s t i c  omsades whioh have obscured t h e  guspel and 
oarioatured Chr i s t i an i ty  as  an aggressive and mi l i t an t  r e l i -  
gion.... Above a l l ,  dialogue is e s s e n t i a l  f o r  u s  t o  discover 
t h e  Asian face  of Jesus Chr is t  as the Suffer ing  Servant,  so 
t h a t  the Churoh i t s e l f  m a y  be s e t  f r e e  from i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

se l f - in teres t  and play the  r o l e  of a servant  i n  bui ld ing 

community. (17) 

Apart from these  well-publicized events ,  t h e  kIorld Council engaged 
i n  contacts  with exponents of contemporary Judaism, with Marxists and 
humanists, and with representatives of primal world views. 

From i t s  incept ion ,  the World Council manifested a p a r t i c u l a r  



conoern fo r  Jewish-Christian r e l a t i o n s .  (18) Gradually it fathomed some 

o f  t h e  farcreaching consequences of t h e  b l o c a u s t .  It a lso  became 

s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c l l  aspects  of modern Judaism. 

In t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  World Council, t h e  Committee on t h e  

Church and the  Jewish Bople  moved from the  Commission on !Jorld Mission 
and Evangelism t o  the  S u e i t  on Dialogue with People of Living Fait& 
and Ideologies. In 1968 o f f i c i a l  jo in t  consul ta t ions  between t h e  oommit- 

l ~ s  and exponents of Judaism ( l a t e r  the  In te rna t iona l  Committee f o r  Inter- 

r e l i g i o u s  Consultations) bere inaugurated and held seven times through 

1976. World problems i n  general and themes touching Jewish-Christian 
r e l a t i o n s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  were discussed.  Most r e c e n t l y ,  the  Jewish s i d e  
suggested a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  meaning of mission o r  witness i n  c o n n e b  

t i o n  with dialogue.  Rabbi Henry S i c p a n  formulated the  question as 

follows: 

'he p r i n c i p l e  of witness - Christ ian o r  Jewish - need not be 

offensive t o  r e l ig ious  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  nor pose a b a r r i e r  t o  

Chr is t ian4cwish  w l a t i o n s .  I do reco@ize,  however, t h a t  it 
is a concept t h a t  leads t o  abuse. A c l e a r e r  dcf i n i t  ion of t h e  
concept znd of i t s  l imi ta t ions  within the  concept of dialogue 

is one of tho  major i ssues  t o  w:~ich I= need t o  lddross 

ourselves i n  f i t u r e  d iscuss ions .  . , (19) 

In 1974 the  f i r s t  regional  ~~hslim-Christim dialogues ,cr-sponsored 

by the  k r l d  Counoil, m r c  organized i n  h p n ,  Ghana and i n  Hongkong. (20) 
P r i o r i t y  w a s  given t o  the  quest ion of construct.ive r e l a t i o n s  between the  

two c o m i t i e s  at t h e  local  love l s .  In t h i s  connection, the  mission- 

dialogue issuc w a s  ra ised .  It w a s  s t r e s sed  t h a t  the  r igh t  t o  witness 
one's f a i t h  docs not , however, j u s t i f y  proselytism. M u s l i m s  and 
Chr is t ians  a l i k e  advocated a peacofi l  coexistence of the two communities. 

Only  l a t e l y ,  people of primal world views h a w  been considered as 
potential par tners  i n  dialogue. The report  on tho  f i r s t  explora tory  
consul ta t ion  a t  Ibadan, N i ~ r i n ,  (21) i n  1973, docs not  mention the  
mission-dialogue problcm. 

Although t h e  Norld Council perceivcd the  urgcncy of interchange 
with representa t ives  of ideologies ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  with Marxists, (22) only 
one Christian-Marxist dialoguc matcr la l izcd  i h  1968. A t  a l a t e r  moeting, 
t h e  question of "Faith and I d e o l o a "  w,-,s cons t ruc t ive ly  resumed. (23) 

The mission-dialogue question was absent there .  

A ?hcological  Consultation on Dialogue i n  Community sponsored by t h e  

Sub-h i t  on Dialogue with People of Living Fai ths  2nd Ideologies, took 
place a t  Chiang Mai, Thailand, Apri l  18-27, 1977. Tkc preparatory 
mate r i a l  rccommcndcd the  study of previous documents conccrning the  
problems of community, dialogue, mission, and syncretism. Thus t h e  

consul ta t ion  wns very conscious of the  mission-dialogue i s sue ,  and its 
repor t  - published i n  the April 1977 issue  of tho  Occasional Bu l l e t in  of 



Missionary Research - sa id :  

lie endorse d i a l o y e  as having a d i s t i n c t i v e  and r i g h t f u l  p lace  

wi th in  Chr i s t i an  l i f e ,  i n  a manner d i r e c t l y  comparable t o  o the r  

forms of  se rv ice . . .  But by " d i s t i n c t i v e "  we do not mean t o t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  o r  separa te . .  . !ie do not see  d ia logue  and t h e  g iv ing  

of  wi tness  as s t and ing  i n  any c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  one another .  

Indeed, a s  we e n t e r  d i a l o y e  with ou r  commitment t o  J e s u s  Chr i s t ,  

t ime and again the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  d ia logue  gives oppor tun i ty  

f o r  au then t i c  witness . . .  Thus ... we f c c l  ab le  with i n t e g r i t y  t o  
commeild t h e  way of dia1o;;ue as onc i n  which Jesus  Chr is t  can be 

confessed i n  t he  world today .  (paragraph 20) 

In o r d e r  t o  capture t h e  dcvclopmcnt of  t h c  mission-dialogue quest ion 
a t  t he  l e v e l  of t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c  Magisterium, c o u n c i l i a r ,  synodal ,  and 

papal documents as well  a s  t h e  pub l i ca t ions  of  two Vatican s e c r e t a r i a t s  
must be rcvlewed. !Je s h a l l  f i r s t  focus on t h e  ~ ronomcemen t s  of Pope Paul 

V I  i n  Ikc les iam Suam (1964) and Zvangelii  Nuntiandi (1975).  h e n ,  somc of  
~ -~ . . ~  ~ ~ . . ~ ~  . . 

t he  major documents of Vatican I1 and t h e  r e p o r t s  on t h e  Third General . ~ .  - 
Assembly of  ~~ t h c  Synod ~ ~ - .  of  . . . ~ . .  Bishops . (1974) w i l l  bc considered; F i n a l l y ,  

a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be given t o  t h e  work of t he  S e c r e t a r i a t s  f o r  Non-Christians 

(1964) and Non-Believers (1965) and a l s o  t o  t h c  Commissions f o r  Judaism 

and fislims ( 1974). 

The errcycl ical  Ecclesiam Suam (24) d e a l s  extensively wi th  the  ques t ion  
~~~. .~ -. --.. ~ ~ . .  

of t h e  C:~urch's dialogue wi th  t h e  world. Its theo log ica l  presuppos i t ions  

a r e  t he  following: God's r e l a t i o n  with the world is d i a l o g i c a l  f c r  t he  sake 

of t he  s a l v a t i o n  of :?umanity (colloquium s a l u t i s ) ;  t h e  Cl~urch i s  ca l l ed  t o  
~~ - ~.~~ ~ ~~ . .  

continue t h ~  God-initiated d i a lo fpe ;  f o r  t h i s  purpose, tho  C!lurch is placed 

a t  t he  c e n t e r  of  t h e  world, surrounded i n  concen t r i c  c i r c l e s  by t h e  mst  o f  

humanity. Those ou t s ide  a r e  dcf incd  by t h e i r  proximity t o  o r  d i s t ance  from 

t h o  c e n t e r .  E I ~  Church i s  s e n t  t o  a l l  pcoplc f a r  and n e a r .  Dialo y e  
g r e a t l y  a s s i s t s  t hc  Cl~urch i n  f i l f i l l i n g  i t s  mission. Thus tha  r e l a t i on -  

s h i p  of d ia logue  t o  mission i s  onc of subord ina t i sn .  P.lissioi1 is the  

prim-ary t a s k  of  t h c  Church a;ld dialogue i s  a  s u i t a b l e  mcthod of  evangeli- 

za t ion .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  clialo=o hum&1izos, a s  i t  were, t h e  Chr i s t i an  

approach t o  people of o t h c r  r e l i g i o u s  o r  s o c u l a r  convic t ions .  

It is not  acc iden ta l  t h a t  t h e  l a t e s t  papa l  document, t l ~ c  apos to l i c  
exhor t a t ion  Evangcl i i  ~ - ~ ~. Nunt ~ . . ~  iatld-i, (25) is cxo lus ive ly  dcvotcd t o  tho  theme 
of  e ~ ~ m g c l i z a t i o n .  It i s  a  v igorsus  promotion of evange l i za t ion  i n  t he  

face of growing ro luc tancc  and ind i f f e rence  among Cathol ics  t o  support 

t h e  miss i snary  involvement of t hc  Church. Thc e x h o r t a t i s n  is concerned with 

th;. primary dimension of  t h e  Cl~urc:~'s miss ion ,  i . 2  ., t h e  proclamation of 

t he  Gospcl t o  a l l  pcoplc of t h c  inhabi ted  world. It makes c l e a r  t h a t  

cvan@l iza t ion  aims at t h c  convarsion of t h c  cvan@lized  and a t  t h e i r  

incorpora t ion  i n t o  t h e  Church. In c o n t r a s t  t o  Ecclesiam Suam, t h e  mission- 
.~ ~ . ~ 

dia lom:  prablcm i s  not a r t i c u l a t e d  here.  



The ducuments of Vaticail I1 (26)  manifest t h c  concerted e f f o r t s  of 
bishops and theologians  t l  d i sce rn  t h c  signs of the  t imes.  Thc mission 
of t he  Church i n  thc  world i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  concern u f  t he  counci l .  
Dialsguc i s  recommended i n  d i f f e r e n t  pronouncements, but t h c  mieaion- 
dialogue i s s u c  as such is not  a r t i c u l a t e d .  

Thc k p a t i c  Ccns t i tu t  i,n .>n Divinc Revolat ion, Dci Vcrbum, o f fe r s  
. . . . . - - . - -. . 

t h e  b a s i s  f u r  a t r u l y  theological i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of thu m i s s i o n 4 i a l o & u e  
q u o s t i ~ n ,  f ;~r it speaks :!f tho d i a l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Cod-world 
r u l a t ~ o n s h i p .  According t i :  b i b l i c a l  cxpcrlcncv , God Wis pleased  t o  dis- 
c l a s c  himself t . 2  t11.; pcopls  he c rca tod  and mlkc ho lm t o  them h i s  innermost 

plans f ~ r  t h e  s a l v i i t i . ~ n  of tha  o n t i r c  human family (cslloquium s a l u t i s ) .  --------- 
The human p a r t n e r s ,  i n  t u r n ,  a r e  inv i t ed  tL> p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  dialogue 

by t h c i r  response ~f f a i t h .  

Cod rcachds h i s  pcoplc through s d c i a l l y  mndiated means, u l t ima te ly  
through Josus  Chris t  and, subscqucntly,  t h r o u b  t h e  Church. In the  
procuss o f  handing on t:zc r a v c l a t i o n  i n  Je sus  C l r i s t ,  t h e  Church evolves 
m d  bccomcs i t s e l f  a t r a n s m i t t i n g  a@nt .  Henco thc  missionary na tu re  o f  
tho Church and the  e s s e n t i a l  connection betviicn missian and dialogue. 

Tllc Csunci l ' s  t each ing  s n  the  mission of t h e  Church i s  found i n  
t l r c c  d,~cumcnts: Nmen t k n t ~ u _ m m ( ~ C J n a t i c  Cons t i tu t ion  on t h e  church) ,  ki .-- 
k n t o s  l k c r e e  n thc  Missionary Act iv i ty  o f  t hz  ~ l ~ u r c h )  and Caudium e t  
~ ~ ~ s - ( ~ m t o r a l  Const i tu t ign  on the  Church i n  the  Modern I.Jorld). 

Lumen Gcntium mirr?rs t h e  tens ion  between t!lc s t a t i c  and t h e  d,ynamic 
e c c l c s i o l o g i c a l  concepts o f ,  ro spcc t ivc ly ,  Vatican I and b i b l i c a l  and 

p a t r i s t i c  t h o o l o a .  Thanks t o  the  emphasis c,n the  s p b l l s  i.f t h e  Church 
as  th? "Pi lgr im Peei?plo of @d" and a s  t h c  "Univursal Sacrament c f  Salva- 
t i o n " ,  t h e  occ lc s iocon t r i c  views 3n mission a re  i n  p r i n c i p l e  overcome. 
The meming and r o l e  of 0 t h - r  r e l i g i o n s  and the  x l a t i o n s h i p  betwoen 
Chr is t ians  and pe,>plc of s t h e r  convict ions cm now bo sccn a f r e sh  i n  tho  
l i g h t  . ~ f  thu un ive r sa l  s a l v i f i c  w i l l  of God and i n  the  !,erspectivc! of 
s a lva t ion  h i s t o r y .  

& promotine the  i d c a  of dialogue, &l Gentes at tempts  t o  mediate 
between t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  n s t i o n s  of s a l v a t i o n  (hence the  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
mission) .  Dialoguu is unders tsod  as an approach i n  the  missionary unde;v- 
our a d  as an importnnb. f ac t .> r  i n  the  p rocss s  . ) f  the  C:lurchls adapta t ion  

t o  o the r  t han  !Jestern c u l t u r e .  

No 3thur d'xumcnt is as sutspokcn 7n d i a l o ~ c  as Caudium c t  Spes. 
~- . . . . - - - - - - - - . 

It r c f l c c t s  abrarenoss o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between d i f f e r a n t  c u l t u r e s  and 
the  manif:>ld forms ?f i n t c r n a t i d n a l  intcrdcpendcncc. In t h i s  cans t i t u -  
t i o n ,  t h c  C ~ u n c i l  iii. b o t h  o f f e r i n g  a d  pr3motine dialogdc.. The Church 
wishes t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e l l  e f f o r t s  toriaril a truu human world and, 

accordingly,  seeks t o  e n t e r  i n t s  d i d o y c  with al l  who t o i l  f o r  t he  
t ransformat ion  of thu e a r t h l y  plcmct .  Likewise it r a l l i e s  a l l  pcoplc 
3f gaod w i l l  t 3  engage i n  dialogue i n  o d e r  t.1 s t r i v e  i n  a csmmon e f f o r t  



f o r  a b e t t e r  world. To achieve t h i s  p a l ,  t h e  Church d e c l a r e s  its readi-  

ness  t o  a s s i s t  t he  world m d  3153 t o  l e a r n  from it. ?bus tho  p r inc ip l e  of  

mutual i ty  i n  d i a l o g ~ e  i s  oponly recognized. 

The I E c l a r a t i m s  on Religious Frccdom, Dign i t a t i s  kmanac ,  and on t h e  
~ -- - - - - - . . -. 

Rela t ionship  of t he  Church t o  Non-Christian ReligL>ns, Nostra  Actate, a r e  
- . ~- 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f.ir t h e  mis s ion -d ia loye  problem. Both a f f i r m  
the  missian 3f t he  Church i n  t h e  senso sf c ~ ~ u l p l i z a t i a n  and, a t  t h e  same 
time, c l e a r l y  advicate  d i a l sgue .  

iiit'n t h e  recognition .,f t h e  p r inc ip l e  of r o l i g i a u s  freedom as a. 

human r i g h t ,  Diflitatis-&pnn removed one of  t h e  major ~ b s t a c l e s  t h a t  
f o r  c c n t u r i c s  had preventccl the Church from meeting people o f  o the r  r c l i -  

gigus t r a d i t i ~ n s  with respect and iipenness. The far-reaching consequences 

of  t he  c h a n p  i n  z t t i t u d e  f o r  t he  mission-dialogue ques t ion  a r e  ns t  

spe l l ed  s u t  i n  d c t a i l .  The dec la ra t ion  i n s i s t s ,  howevar, on two bas ic  

th ings .  On tho one hand, proselyt ism, propaganda, and any use  of  coercion 
i n  evangel iza t ion  are  c o n t r a r y  ts the  s p i r i t  of Jesus .  On the  s t h e r  hand, 

r a l i g i o u s  freedom d x s  i n  na way lead t o  r e l i g i a u s  ind i f f e rence  a d  re la -  

t iv i sm n3r d x s  it i n t e r f e r e  with evangul iza t ion .  Ts t he  con t ra ry ,  t h i s  
p r inc ip l e  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f s r  missionary m r k .  Only i f  and 

where r e l i g i ~ u s  frecdorn i s  f u l l y  hanored can the re  be a  c l imate  favsrable  
t o  t h e  Chr i s t i an  m e s s a s .  

W i l e  t h i s  document s t r e s s c s  the  leg i t imacy of e v a n ~ l i z a t i o n ,  

&tat@ emphasizes the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  f d i a l o y c  an? co l l ab3ra t ion  among t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  reli ,yions. The r ~ f l c c t i o n s  of  t h e  l a t t e r  >n  t h e  s i g n i f i ~ ~ m c c  
and func t ion  o f  3tl;er r e l i g i o n s  i n  the  l i v e s  of peeplc c r y s t a l l i z e  i n  two 

e s s e n t i a l  s tatements .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  Church does na t  r o j e c t  any 3f t he  
values present  i n  o the r  r s l i g i o u s  t r s d i t i s n s  but  re,wds t h e i r  t o a c h i n p  

and p r a c t i c z s  with ssteom. Sec.mdly, Cathol ics  a re  encsura@cl t o  "bchow-  

l o d p ,  p re se rve ,  and promcite" t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and moral va lues  sf o the r  

r e l i g i o n s  by enga&?in~ i n  dials-e ?ad co l l ab3ra t ion  with t h e i r  adherents.  

A~iare Ldf tho  h i s t ; ~ r i c a l  and theo ldg ica l  connuc t i i~ l s  w i th  an< chasms 

-. . between t h e  Church, Islam, m d  Judaism, r c spec t ivo ly ,  t h e  declaration 
( s c c t i ~ n s  t h r c c  and f o u r )  seeks a s ince re  approach t o  these  f a i t h  c o m i -  

t i e s  by suggcs t lng  c s l l a b o r a t i m  and d ia logue ,  abovc a l l ,  i n  a r e s  i f  

common csnccrns.  It a lso  t d w s  a  c l e a r  s tani i  a e i n s t  ant isemit ism. The 
i s sue  of Chr i s t i an  missiun t~ M u s l i m s  and t o  Jcrrs is c r i r c f i l l y  avsidcd. 

Thus no c l a r i f i c a t i s n  d f  t he  m i s s i 3 n - c l i a l o ~ c  problem has becn achieved 
a t  Vatican 11. 

ELran,-clizati,~n in  t h e  M)dern I h r l d  was chosen by Paul V I  as t h c  

theme f o r  thi. Third Ocneral Assembly of t h e  S p d  of Bis:mps. (27) In 
- .~.-~ ~ ~. ~ ~ .. -. . . . 

his ~ p e n i n g  xkLress, t h c  Popd m d e  tho  p r ~ b l c m  under cons idzra t ion  tho  
p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  m hi: u r&d  thu Syn.12 Fathers  t ' ~  study .md c l a r i f y  how 
un ive r sa l  missi.)n and dinlose can be recmci lec l .  S s p i t c  t h c  papal 
mandatc, thi.  qucisti>n d i d  nc,t reccivi: xdequato a t t u n t i a n  and WLS, at t h e  

clssi:  ) f  t h e  syndd, p r a c t i c a l l y  aband;inud by the  Pope h i n s c l f .  A few 



s c a t t e r e d  voices from Afr ica  and & i a  advocated the  cdncern f s r  a  dialo-  
g i c a l  a p p r ~ a c h  ts people df o t h e r  r e l i g i s u s  t r a d i t i o n s .  

Twa i n s i g h t s  ensuing from the  symd orc per t inent  i n  f l t u r e  discu- 

ss ions  3n mission and c1ialo;;uc. The assembly CCW.~ t o  r o a l i z c  the  f a c t  
t h a t  &rape,  h i t h e r t s  ca;lsidcrcd a Chr is t ian  c m t i n c n t ,  had becsme a 
r e l i g i g u s l y  p l u r a l i s t i c  wsrld (a  d c s c r i p t i s n  cqual ly  app l i cab le  t o  North 

h c r i c a ) .  It i s ,  t h c r c f o r c ,  l i k e l y  t h a t  &rope - and not  t!lc so-called 
'I"1ird kbr ld  - w i l l  become tllc t e s t i n g  ,ground f o r  the c r e d i b i l i t y  of mission 

and d i a l o ~ e  i n  k i a  a d  Kfrica.  The secsnd i n s i d l t  r c f c r s  t o  t h e  key r o l e  
of the Holy S p i r i t  i n  m i s s i m  and t o  h i s  a c t i v e  presence i n  s t h c r  r c l i -  
e i sns .  D i a l o s c  wns i n  s n c r a l  c losoly  l inked with mission as a dimension 
Ir method of cvangplizat ion.  

The csmmitment ?f  t l ~ i  Roman Cathqlic Church t o  dialogue is i n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l i z e d  by t h e  cstabl ishmcnt  of  two s e c r e t a r i a t s  ,mr? two commissions. 
Tho p n e r a l  purpose i>f thcsc  a c ~ n c i e s  is  t o  implement tho teachings of 
Vaticm 11, notably Nostra Aetate m d  Caudium c t  Spes. l~ccordingly ,  t h e  - .. .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
s c c x t a r i a t s  promlte d i d o &  with pcople of  o ther  convict ions and assist 

the  p a r t i c u l a r  i r  l o c a l  churches t o  cngagc i n  dialogdc with t h e i r  

' h c  S c c r c t z r i a t  f ~ r  Nsn-Believers i s  mat d i r e c t l y  c ~ n c e r n c d  with t h e  

mission-diald@c q u c s t i ~ n .  It is p r imar i ly  i n t c r a s t c d  i n  t h e  stuc'g of 

athcism uld  of i d c . 2 l s a  i n  i t s  v-arious forms, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Marxist 
va r i an t .  

The miss ion- i i a log~~c  i s s u e  has,  hjwcver, been a r t i c u l a t e d  from t h e  
beginnin,- by t hc S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  Non-Christ i ans  . Dialague and c v a n p l i -  
zat ion am seen as d i s t i n c t  a c t i v i t i c s  of  t h e  Church, each having i ts  own 
i n t e , p i t y ,  ob jcc t ivcs ,  and methods f  wark. Thus the re  can be nJ c o n f l i c t  
sr a l t e r n a t i v e  bctvrcen thc  two concepts. Despite t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v c n o s s ,  

mission and dialogue m e  held  inscpnrablc.  (28) By i t s  s t a n c e ,  t h e  secrc- 
t a r i a t  d>cuments t h n t  f , , r  orgcmizat isnal  reasons it L > c s  n a t  interfere 
with problems concerning missi.>n, although it rccomizes  t h e  t h c o l o , ~ i c a l  
c ~ n n c c t i o n  bctr.~ccn d i a l o s c  anc? mission. 

The Oommissisns f , ~ r  Judaism an& f a r  Muslims wcrc founder? f o r  t h e  
p u r p x c  s f  promqting and f o s t e r i n g  r e l a t i o n s  of a r n l i @ a u s  ~ a t u r c  bctwocn 
JGWS and Catholics  and bctwcen Muslims and Catholics .  

The m i s ~ i o n - c l i a l o ~ ~ e  i s s u c  i s  u r p n t  abovc a l l  i n  t h e  r ~ l a t i o n s  
among those communities. Jews and Muslims arc  cqual ly  ;lpposcd t o  C h r i s t -  
ian aclvanccs i n  the  sense 3f p r ~ s u l f c i s m .  Chr i s t i ans ,  on tho  o ther  hcmd, 
f e e l  t h e  p r z s s u E s  .>f M u s l i m  cxpensisn i n  c e r t a i n  count r ies .  The x v e r -  
berat  ions of  t h e  t r a g i c  h i s t o r y  Ljf Jewish-Christian and Muslim-Christian 
r e l a t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  f c l t ,  p a r t l y  i n  ac tua l  tcns ions  and c . > n f l i c t s ,  

p a r t l y  i n  per t inac ious  pro judiccs . D i a l o s c  i s ,  t h c ~ f  > r e  , u t t e r l y  

d i f f i c u l t  and dc l i ca tu .  



The Commissiin f 3 r  Judaism (a t tached t a  t he  S c c r e t a r i o t  f o r  Promo- 

t i n g  Chist im Unity) i s  o f f i c i a l l y  e n t r u s t e d  with t h e  f u r t h e r i n g  of 

Jewish-Catholic contac ts .  In 1975 it published h i d e l i n o s  (29) f o r  
Cathol ics  on Jewish-Catholic r e l a t i o n s  . It focuses p r imar i ly  on p r a c t i c a l  
ques t ions .  Among o the r  t h i n g s ,  t he  necessity of e v a n ~ e l i z a t i o n  i s  advo- 
cated i n  t h e  contcxt of  r e l i g i o u s  i i b o r t y .  LI subsequent meetings of t h e  

Jewish-Catholic Liaison Committee (founded in 1970), t h e  Jewish par tners  

had t o  be assurod t h a t  no prcsolyt ism was insended by t h e s e  s tatements .  

Conversely, t h e  documont earned c r c d i t  f o r  i t s  c l e a r  s t a n d  on antisemi- 

t i s m  and i t s  w i l l i n p u s s  t o  understand t h e  Jows a s  t h i y  understand them- 

se lves .  

In  t h o  discussions of t h e  Liaison Committee, t he  concopts of people, 

na t ion ,  ancl land i n  Jewish and Chr is t ian  pcrspcc t ivc  were c e n t r a l .  A t  

t h e  Jerusalem meeting i n  1976, t he  committee dccidcd t o  p l ace  t h e  problom 

of witness  i n  the  context of  dialogue on t h e  a s n d a  of f ~ ~ t u r e  s t u d i e s  and 

d i scuss ions .  

Tne S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  Non-Christians paved t h e  way f o r  t h e  Commission 

f o r  R e l i ~ i o u s  Relations with t h e  E h s l i m .  Trom i t s  incep t ion ,  it sought 

contacts  wit11 rcprcsc; l ta t ivzs of t h e  higiicst a u t h o r i t i e s  of Islam and 

with 1.kslim scho la r s .  A t  tho l o c a l  l e v i l  , contac ts  :.lit11 ?lvslims r~rdro 

i n i t i a t e d  i n  various c o u n t r i e s ,  o .i:. , Indonesia ,  Pakistaq,  tilo Arab World 

( ~ g p t ,  tho  Na$rub). Tho T r i p o l i  Scninar i n  1976 on Is lamic-Clr is t ian 
- .  - 

Dialogue (30) ind ica t e s  t h a t  t h e  p-ospects  f o r  f i t u r e  co l l abora t ion  a r e  
- - -. . -. - . . 

promising, provided both s i d c s  abs t a in  from prosalytizi11,g a c t i v i t i e s .  

Tie problem of the  compat ib i l i ty  of  mission an2 d i a l o p e  emorsd  i n  
both Je~.iis:~-Catholic ancl l.:usiim-Cdholio encounters a s  a key f a c t o r  i n  

dc tcrminins  t h e  f u t u r e  of thcsil r e l a t i o n s .  Since Cathol ic  as mil as 
b s l i m  missionary activities a r c  of ten  de f ined  iil terms of proselyt ism, 
it i s  impcrat ivs  f o r  a l l  i nvo lv id  i n  mission ( o r  r.ritncss, o r  Is lamic 

~a 'wal l )  t o  c l a r i f y  idiat t h e y  mean by t h i s  a c t i v i t y  per  s c  ~ l c !  i n  connec- 

t i o n  with d i a l o ~ u e .  

C r i t i c a l  Comments 

Tne m i s s i o n 4 i a l o @ e  problem has been reco@izcd,  a r t i c u l a t c t ,  and 

i n t e n s i f i d  by both t h e  ?lorl:? Council ax! t h e  Roman Cat!l.jlic Magistcrium. 

??lc i ssue  became i n c r c a s i n s l y  more acute thc: more t h i  i d c a  of  d i a l n s c  

was xlv,mcud. &aduall,y, t !~c  churches r e a l i z e d  t h c r c  was something 

d z f i n i t i l y  wran,y i n  t h e i r  tXedlo;.ics t h a t  kept  tllun fro~il  oons t ruc t ivo  

i n t e r c h a p  7,rit:l t h e i r  noizh5irrs of o t h e r  convict inns ,mil rwr ld  views. 

21ey bccmi: c,>nsci..~us, f u r t h c r ~ ~ ~ r c ,  of -:he tenGincies f dwnrc': n world 

c o m i t y  owing t z  gowin;: e c ~ n o ~ i c  m1: c u l t u r a l  interdependence. No 

doubt, tile c!ll~rc:lcs hi..-ru bc;m t o  change t h e i r  nttituc7.cs t o w r d  people 

of o t h ~ r  pzrsuasions.  L ~ c v i t a S l y  they  1ir.t l l s o  t o  pon:.cr t h e  inpl ica-  

t i o n s  ~r t h i s  chm;>: f o r  t h e i r  u ~ d e r s t r n ~ ! : i n ~  ~f missi,;:1. 



If our  impressions a r c  c o r r e c t ,  thd churches f c l t  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of dialogde but sensed i t s  chal lenging implicat ions fo r  the  

t r a d i t i o n a l  understanding of mission. In t h e  World Council, a c l e a r  
g a v i t a t l o n  taward r l i a l o ~ c  concurrent wi th  a doemphasis on mlssion is 
evident . It can be observed, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h a t  the Magistorium sought t o  
rekindle missionary enthusiasm among Catholics  and thereby l e t  the  concern 

fo r  dialogde s l i p  s i l e n t l y  i n t o  the  background. 

Fhcploring the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of dialose i n  b i l a t e r a l  ,md mlti- 
l a t e r a l  cncountcrs , t he  W : r l C  d:,uncil c,mo t o  the  awareness t h a t  in ter -  
r e l ig ious  dialogue requi res  l i v i n g  t ~ ~ t h c r  much more than t a l k i n g  

t o s t h e r .  Tnrough t11c :.lcll-dcfincd channels of i t s  secretariats, the 
Magistcrium focused i ts  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  preliminary s t a g e ,  i .c . ,  the  
preparat ion of the p o t e n t i a l  Catholic interlocutors f o r  dialo@e. 

It seems t h a t  i n  t h e i r  orm ways both s i d e s  avoided f a c i n g  the  con- 
f l i c t  betrqeen mission and d i a l o ~ e  theo log ica l ly .  It is s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  
the  miss ion4 ia lo&ue  problem w a s  most str 'ongly fold i n  Jewish-Christian 
and Muslim-Christian r e l a t i o n s .  The Jewish rcquest t o  s tu4y  the  issue 
evinces t h a t  gathering common concerns and i n s i s t i n g  on the  compatibi l i ty 
of mission and dialogue i n  no way su f f i cc  f o r  a theo log ica l  response t o  

th2 quostion. 

Outline A -  bf a New Approach 

The fol lowing considerat ions are  meant as mosaic p ieces  t h a t  ma$ 
contr ibute t o  the  formation of a new theology of mission mark necessary 
by thc  emcrsnce  s f  t h e  dialo,qc theme. 

Today t h e  c a l l  f o r  a contextual  t h c o l o a  i s  un ive r sa l ly  heard. It 
is ,  honcver, l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  p a r t i c u l a r  contcxts  (31) than t o  

skctch z un ive r sa l  con t ix t .  To capture t h e  t m e  propor t i sns  s f  the  
m i s ~ i o n - d i a l o ~ e  problem, w e  must gain a e lobal  viow on t h e  world i n  which 
we f ind  ourselves t o d w  an2 whic11 is i n  tho  making. Suff ice  it t o  s i s a l  

the most conspicuous phenomena of our timc. 

Our world is on2 of sxtromc con t ras t s .  hmani ty  movds forward toward 
a world csmmunity ,and ye t  is unable t o  s t o p  the  process of fragnentat ion.  

The phonomina .af s o w i n g  econsmic interdependence and c u l t u r a l  interpene- 

t r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  humanity is approaching a c ruc ia l  s t a g e  i n  its 
continuinc transformation.  Thomas Bcrry interprets t h i s  process as 
follows: 

1k a rc  present ly  e r e a t i n <  thc  multiform humm t r a d i t i o n  as 
t h e  e f f e c t i v e  md  encompassing soc io ty  i n  which oach person 
and each p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  f inds  a comprehcnsivo context  
f.,r ex is tence  in  t h e  hum'm order of being. Within t h i s  
u n i v ~ r s a l  soc ie ty  of mankind each human person becomes h e i r  .. -- 



t o  t h e  fu l lness  o f  man's past  c u l t u r a l  achievements, 

participant i n  the  c s n v e r s n t  c u l t u r e s  a f  the present  
an?, accorc l in~  t capac i ty ,  makcr , , f  t h e  futurc.(32) 

Two aspects  of t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  decis ive .  The resources f : ~ r  

making t h i s  pl'met a  place f a r  a l l  ts l i v e  and breathe f r e e l y  l i e  i n  t h e  

people themselves, and these  resources a re  now availabld t o  a11 persons, 

ready t o  bo tapped. 

At t h e  pa in t  of the  convcrsnce  of t h e  various c u l t u r e s ,  pcoplo c m  
no l o n , ~ r  coexis t  a t  the  l e v e l  of s u p e r f i c i a l  c o n w r s a t i s n .  It becomes 

increas ingly  u r ~ e n t  t h a t  people l ea rn  t o  cornmmicate with one another on 

a  dacpcr l e v e l .  In t h i s  endeavor, thi. r e l i g i o u s  t r x l i t i s n s  of humankind 
are dcs t ined t s  assume a s i p i f i c a n t  r o l e .  From ancient times they arti- 
cu la te  tile yearnings and asp i ra t ions  of tho  people an? a re  themselves 
i n t e r p r e t a t  ions aild responses t o  the  human quest f )r purp'3sc and meaning. 
The meeting 7f r c l i C ~ o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  promises, t h e r e f o m ,  tho  ru lcase  . ) f  

immense s p i r i t u a l  energy needed f o r  thc  transformation of t h i s  planot .  

Thc churc!les a re  ca l l ed  t a  leave t h e i r  c c c l o s i a s t i c s l  ,ghhottecs and share 

t h e i r  resources with o the r  r c l i z i o u s  and secu la r  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  a com,sn 

venture 3f cons t ruct ing  a world t h a t  w i l l  once morc be inhabi table .  It 

follows t h a t  the  rethinking- s f  mission s h ~ u l d  takc. place within t h e  

horizon s f  t h e  ,-lcbal c s n t c x t .  

'kc u n i v e r s a l i s t  b i b l i c a l  motifs ,  present  already i n  t h e  f i r s t  

chapters o f  the Biblo, c. ,rrospond thco1o;:ically with t h i s  c l a b a l  pcrspcc- 
t i v u .  For the Biblc i s  t h ~  s t o r y  of God's on ,@in,~  involvdment i n  the  

h i s to ry  ?f humankind - t h e  s t o r y  of h i s  michty Coeds amm:; h i s  people. 
Ps c rea to r  mcl redecmcr, Yn?lwe:~ i s  t h e  L?rd of h i s t  . r y  y ~ t  l c t t i n c  h i s  

I m a n  paxtnor be the maker and responsible a s n t  of h i s t o r y .  The Torah 

is t h e  au then t i c  witness and normative i n t c r p r c t a t i o n  of the  divine-human 
i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  h i s t a r y .  Tl~e covcnant with Isracl is n > t  an end i n  i t s e l f  

but is  d c s i a e d  t o  be a b l e s s i n g  f o r  a l l  peoples on e a r t h .  

In formulating a new t h c 7 1 3 y  of mission WE must rcmomber t h a t  the  

clivine promise i s  v a l i d  and c f f ~ c t i v c ;  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c rea t i cn .  Hence t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  bct:ccn un iv2rsa l  and p a r t i c u l a r  sa lva t i -n  h i s t o r y  and 

s imi la r  t : laolo~~umena arc q u o s t i s n a b l ~ .  Recent b i b l i c a l  rdsoarch cncsu- 
r a F s  u s  t o  a p p r o a h  thi. Biblc with new quest ions.  In view of the  csn- 
vcr,@nt cul turos  s f  our a,-, questions such as thcsc m e  hi,*ly n l c v a n t :  

h b ~  dicl Isrml r c l a t o  t . 2  t h e  ourroundin,- cultures? What d i d  shc learn  
f r n m  the  wisdom df her  nci;;l~bors? How d i d  shc adapt t11a s t o r i e s  of o t h e r  

p c ~ p l c s ?  Ar3 t h c  hermeneutics f o r  i n t c r r o l i ~ i > u s  encounter already 

available i n  tho Old Testament? Csuld it thus bo s a i d  t h a t  the  Bible 

serves as pzradipn f o r  t h e  communication between vCmious world views? (33) 



With rc spcc t  t.) tho m i s s i o n i l i a l ~ i p c  quest ion it may be advisable 

a lso  t o  approach thc  Now Tcstamont d i f f e r e n t l y .  Tho bcginnin(,s of Christ- 
ian mission i n  the  contcxt of  thc  Mcditcrranean world o f  t h e  f i r s t  

century (34) may t e l l  us nore about thc  Ncw Tcstarncnt undcrstanding of 

mission than  c c r t a i n  l o g i a  of commission. 'ihc p a r a l l e l s  and d i f ferences  
as t o  thc  pa t t e rns  and methods bctwecn c a r l y  Christ ian mission and Hellen- 
i s t i c  and Jewish religious propaganda i n d i c a t c  t h a t  t h e  Church or ig ina ted  

in a r e l i g i o u s l y  p l u r a l i s t i c  world. In t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  mission acquircd 

the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  apologetics. Thc dual  naturt: of apologet ics  as 

reasoned dcfcnsc of  religious claims and as  t h e  art of  pcrsuas icn  (promo- 

t i n g  one's f a i t h  among o t h e r s  and motivat ing one's own pcoplc)  sheb somc 

new l i g h t  on thc  mission-dialoguc i s sue .  

Tho s igni f icance  of  apologet ics  is t h a t  it is contoxtual .  This 

means t h a t  Chr is t ians  respond t o  the  chal lenges of t h e i r  contemporaries 
by r ender ing  account of t h e i r  f a i t h  p u b l i c l y ,  i n  the Jscna of business,  

p o l i t i c s ,  and competing world views. Since apologet ics  has an a f f i n i t y  t o  

both mission and d i a l c y c ,  it may assume a mediating func t ion  between them. 
Although r e l i g i o u s  competition is well i n  business today and some would 
havz i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  sncountcr  morc i n  t h e  scnsc of confronta t ion  than 
dialogue,  t h e  s igns  of t h e  times c a l l  f o r  i n t z r r c l i g i o u s  commnication and 

communion. A p o l o ~ t i c s  proper ly  spcaking would, t h a r o f 3 r e I  not s u f f i :  

c i e n t l y  c l a r i f y  t h c  mission--dialogue i s sue  un les s  it wcrc modified. Such 

modif icat ion could be i n i t i a t ~ d  throu& t h e  concept of  d i a l o m e .  4010- 
@ t i c s  i n  our  time mt becomc d ia log ica l .  D i a l o p o  &Is a constructive 

and c o n c i l i a t o r y  note t o  a p o l o ~ t i c s  whilc t a k i n g  a w a y  i ts  aggressive 

aspects .  D i a l o y c  r cqu i rc s  both mutual r c spcc t  f ~ r  t h e  o therness  of t h e  
o ther  and opcnness t o  bc changcd by t h e  o thc r .  Natural ly t h i s  view needs 
be unfo2d'cd. This cannot be done within t h e  framework of t h i s  paper. 
Instead,  two c c n t r a l  ideas  f o r  a r c o r i c n t a t i o n  of mission w i l l  concludc 
t h i s  out  l i n e .  

F i r s t l y ,  the  kcy i n s i g h t s  of t h e  Biblc  - no mattcr under which 
r u b r i c  ( ~ e v c l a t i c n ,  lilissio Bi,  Incarnat ion)  - conver@ i n  t h c  recogni- 
t i o n  of t h c  d iv ine  v t e r y  accarding t o  which God chooses t o  c o m i c a t e  

with humanity throughout i t s  h i s to ry .  I f  t h c  God-world r e l a t i o n s h i p  
means d iv inc  c o m m i c a t i o n  with humankind, thcn  the  Church-world  lat ti on- 

sh ip  must, analogously, be n o  of communication. l k c o l o ~ r  of r e l i g i o n ,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  should see  i t s  t a s k  i n  t h e  t r 7 m s l a t i o n  of t h i s  bas i c  

b i b l i c a l  datum i n t o  the  msdcrn s i t u a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  plural ism. Its 
primary t a s k  is t o  i l l umina te  th: d i s t u r b i n g  f a c t  t h a t  Cad's dynamic i n  
t h e  world i n  and through h i s  Holy S p i r i t  i s  absolu te ly  boundless,  exten-' 
s i v e l y  as we l l  as in tens ive ly .  As a cansequence, a l l  Chr i s t i an  supcrio- 
r i t y  complcxcs must bc uradicated.  



Secondly, Christ ian mission s t a r t e d  a s  a msvemunt among J c m .  M t e r  
tho Holocaust, Christ ian mission t o  tho Jcwish pooplc socms impossible 

and dialogue u t t e r l y  d i f f i c u l t .  \ i i thout intcndiiig t o  minimize tho formi- 

dabla obs tac les  bctrrccn Christi-ans -and Jews, m proposc t h a t  a reorion- 

t a t i o n  o f  missisn mst begin,  on thc  onc hand, with a decided departure 

from t h e  missisnary concepts of the  co lon ia l  c r a  and, on t h e  o the r  hand, 

with the  promoting of communication with contcmp!~rary Judaism. The 

t cn ta t ivu  Jewish-Christian appri,achcs of tho past  yecars s u g s s t  t h a t  q y  

missionary attempt would be offensiv; in  the  cyos of tho Jcwish partners .  

Yot the  quost i sn  of i d e n t i t y ,  indeed f o r  both s idds ,  is  st stako.  Christ- 

ians and JCW c m o t  t r u l y  communicate without f r e e l y  t e l l i n g  t h e i r  

s to r i c s :  tho  s to ry  of God's oi!ysscy with h i s  poaplc t o  t h i s  da,y ( tho 

Turakh s t o r y )  an< the s t o r y  71f t h i s  s3,ysscy inc1udin.r t!lc journeys of 

Jesus from Bctlilehem t o  Golajtha ( the  Torali-Clvist s t o r y ) .  Is it not 

the des t iny  o f  the Jcwish and tho  Chr is t ian  pcoplu t o  keep those s t o r i c s  

a l ive  so as t o  l i v c  by them and i n  t h s  hopc t h a t  one c i q ~  Gr,B w i l l  wr i te  

the  u l t imatc  conclusion? Is it too boll1 t~ assume t h a t  tthc c r e d i b i l i t y  

of Christial mission as d i a l o g i c a l  spologct ics  w i l l  dcpund u p m  tho 

communication betwoen Jews and Chr is t ians?  Christ ians must ask them- 

nolves s e r i o u s l y  whethcr they can make m y  s i s i f i c a n t  c sn t r ibu t ion  ti, t h e  

transformation and humanizc.tisn of cu r  world i f  t h ~ y  f a i l  t ' 3  reach those 

who p w  them a l l  they have, t:12 Jewish pcoplc. 

 or f ~ o t n o t c s  cf i i r ig inal  a r t i c l e  i n  thi. Ihcumcnt?.tian Ccntrc - Scdos il 

Doc no: 4/2880 

( ~ r d m  Occasi ,~nnl  & l l e t i n  - July  19?7) 

SUDAN 
. - 

The Pnlioa National Commission i s  one of f i v e  Exccutivc commissions 

of the  Sudan Catholic  Bishops Conference. Under i t s  d i rec t ion  i s  t h e  

r ecen t ly  e s t ab l i shed  Pal ica  National Centre which w a s  set-up f o r  seminars, 

workshops and s tudy groups in  p a s t o r a l ,  l i t u r g i c a l  and c a t e c h e t i c a l  

matters  . 
The p r i o r i t i e s  of the  Pal ica  National Ccntrc a r e  Basic Chr is t ian  

Communities, Catechists  Training Curriculum Cevelopment , Parish Council 

dcvelopmcnt, new min i s t r i e s  f o r  la,y men ongoing education f o r  p r i e s t s  

and r c l i g i c u s  , publicat  ions,  Bible Apcstolatc and leadership t r a i n i n g .  

The means by which the  Centre intends t o  carry out these  objectives are 

l i s t e d  i n  d e t a i l  on pages 12-17. Sedos D3c NO 4/2776. 

A copy of "Together" the iVewslctter of the  Catholic  Sudan Clergy, 

Religious and Laity has also bccn received. h ,ong c thc r  items it includes 

an a r t i c l e  on "Africanisation" by Bishop Kpiobaya original.* p r i n t e d  i n  

Sedos k l l c t i n  (77/178). 



CHRISTIANITY AND THE WORLD RELIGIONS 

( ~ t  a recent meeting of the Medical Missionary S i s t e r s ,  Professor 
A. Camps gave one talk us ing  h i s  l a t e s t  book "Chr i s t i an i ty  and t h e  .. 

world re l ig ions" .  The fol lowing is a repor t  o f  h i s  t a l k s  by Sr .  M i r i a m  
Ritmeyer p u b l i ~ h e d  in "smm In tercont inenta l" ,  No 97, Mw 1977) 

In h i s  talk, Professor ' Camps explained t h e  theme of the  book: 

Mission now is s a l v a t i o n  dialogue. The Chr is t ian  Churches had never 
agreed about the  presence of s a l v a t i o n  in o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  but t h e i r  o m .  

Now t h a t  the world has "opened up'' wo have become more fami l i a r  with other  

r e l ig ions .  

We can d iscern  two t rends  i n  t h e  Bible: 

- The broad a t t i t u d e .  God is t h e  Creator of t h e  whole world. Creation 

is God's s e l f - c o m i c a t i o n .  Mein has responded 
t o  God's i n v i t a t i o n  i n  a s o c i a l  context and t h i s  

pos i t ive  response is c a l l e d  Religion. In o t h e r  

r e l i g i o n s  too  there  is a legi t imate  response t o  

t h i s  d iv ine  revela t ion  (liisdom; e p i s t l e  t o  t h e  

Hebrews) r 

- The narrow a t t i t u d e .  This a t t i t u d e  denounced a l l  o ther  r e l i g i o n s  but 

i ts  o m .  Things were mis in terpre ted;  t h e  

' gen t i l e s '  were of ten  r i d i c u l e d  i n  t h e  p s a l m .  

After Vatioan I1 m a n y  documents start from the  broad a t t i t u d e .  
Meanwhile t h e  young nat ions a re  seerching f o r  t h e i r  o m  i d e n t i t y  and a new 

evaluat ion of re l ig iousness  i s  developing, which is a search f o r  authen- 

t i c i t y .  

The conccpt o f  "dialogue of sa lvat ion"  i s  valuable ,  because it starts 
from t h e  presumption t h a t  ' t sa lva t iont f  is present  i n  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s .  

We bel ieve  t h a t  God has revealed himself i n  Jesus of Nazareth i n  t h e  

most profound and comprehensible manner possible.  A dlalogue w i l l  have 

t o  be s t a r t c d  between cosmic r e v e l a t i o n  and t h e  personal  r eve la t ion  in 

Jesus  of Nazareth. Religion sheds l i g h t  on our f e l low human beings,  on 

t h e  world and on God. It i n s p i r e s  us t o  be a c t i v e  i n  the  world, but we 

must remember t h a t  sq lvat ion  i s  never divorced from l i f e .  



78/95 

TOPIC: Afrique/Moyen Orient - Nouvel Ortre Fconomique 

In tc rna t  ional  

ALCERIE: VEXS UNE ACTION CONCERTEF: POUR LA CKFATIOF 

D'UN MONDE XOUII%PJJ 

Par  
S.E. l c  Cardinal k v a l  

I1 e s t  deroulQe k Alger une sess ion  saocrdofalc intcrdioc8sr'ne :ox; 

Q t u d i e r  l e s  p?oblbrnes pos6s par  l a  recherche d'lm Nouvel C r b r s  Z~ononiquc 
In ternat ional .  

La session a QtQ ouverte par une a l loout ion  du Cardinal  I ir~al.  A;r& 
a v o i r  QvoquQ l e s  ooordonnQes dc l a  s i t u a t i o n  a c t u e l l c  a l  l c s  i .m;~6rat ifs  
dlune aotion concer t& pour un nouvel ordro dconomiquo i n t c m a t i o n a l ,  il 

a par16 concrkternent de la  c r e a t i o n  d'un rnonde n o u v c ~ u ,  Dans c s f t o  
trcisikrno p z t i e  dc son a l loc l l t ion ,  l e  Cardinal a ddclarS cp'il r3vicnf 

aux chrQt iens  non pas de s e  sv.botitccr a~x struc'.urc:: @ u ~ v ~ r : i c n e n t a l c s ~  
rnais dc se  c o n c c n t r ~ r  s u r  "notro ob l igs t ion  s t rLc to  c t  Cont p3rcom.e ne 

peut nous disperser, 2 savoir  l c  cha?@rncnt dos mcntal i tds,  l i .  t ran:fon+ 
t i o n  en profondcur dcs consciences"'. 

C1est donc c e t t c  dcrnikrc p a r t i e  que nous publ iors  c i - q r k o  tZ c l : ~  nct  

t rhs bien en r e l i e f  l!ospr?.t qu i  dovra i t  azzirnor i c s  chlr6tions en._":ig&~ d m  

l l a c t i o n  s o o i a l c l  

La champ de 1:act ion c s t  irnrncmc: 

- Travail  d' information, tou t  d'abord. Bcauooup d ' h o ~ p ~ ~ c s  sont  inp!iqids 
. .~~~ -. ~. ... ... ~ 

dlunc  manisre inconscicntc dazs dcs proccssus w.i son: dcs promor-.?:: 

a16goisme c t  d ' i n j u s t i c c  e t  pi, dc s u r c r o i t ,  prdparcn-> 5 1'hummitC dos 

lendernaims t e r r ib lc r : .  Nombrcux sont  dQjb l c s  Qconomistoc: IPS i v A l i c i s t c s  
qui sc  consgc-.ent B Q c l a i r e r  l c s  e s p r i t s ,  mois uno oct lun ylus large:  plus 

oonoert6e, plus gSn6ralisdc s:irnposc. 

- nnax&ij.c f o ~ n , - t ~ o m ~ ,  L!cnsemblc de nos contcmporairs. sent--1s en  
mosure do prcndre effzctivcrnent l e u r s  r c sponsab i l i tQs  ,?u p l x i  dn l a  
j u s t i c e  intc_r.a.t.tionale? Czf-ils rnFmc conzoicnoe do ccs r c sponsab i l i tQs?  
Le grand d,-ngcr n 'cs t - i l  pss prrdisQmcn: quc: B l 'licure n::ac oG l ' c x e r -  

c i ce  dc l a  rcspo~:sa'uili~tQ sc f a i t  1- plus in:~drioux? la  cc:-szioncc dc cc 

qu i  a une dirncnoion miivors"1lc scrn'olc e c n t c  dc bcmror~p d r c s p r i t s ?  La 
quest ion a 6t6  posdc rQccment :  "En 1976, sommc-nous enccrc cap j3 lcs  dc 

nous i n t Q r e s s e r  2 m t r c  c;iosc qu'5 not re  p r a ~ r c  b i c n 4 t r c s : '  ( ~ . ~ l a d o n c ,  

Croissancc des Jcunes :Jatiors, d6c. 1975, p.30). 

- Effor t  d 'cnga~nc-8%. CCost d m s  l ' a c t i o n  c t  pnr l'oc+.ion  lo oo 
- .~ ~- -. ~ ~ - 



transforment l c s  consciences. O r  l'engagernent pour l a  j u s t i c e  in tcr -  
n a t i o n j l c  n ' a  pas pour unique t h e s t r e  l e s  parloments ou l e s  organismes de 
llO?V: il s'exerce ?a r tou t  1% oh os t  cn qudstion l a  d i g n i t d  dc l a  personne 
humainc. La cause do 11humanit8 c ' e s t  l a  cause de l'homme e t  il n ' a x i s t e  
pas d'homme a b s t r a i t ,  mais il e x i s t c  Joseph, Pier re ,  Paul ,  Abderrahmane, 
Abdelmadjid.... IE progrhs de l l u n i v c r s c l  dans l a  conscience dc l 'humanitb 
os t  fonct ion  dc l a  va lcur  absoluc dc l a  persome humaine. L1humanit6 
e n t i b r e  e s t  vir tuel lemcnt manacee lorsquc ,  avoc l a  complicit8 plus cu . . . 
moins affirmee do l a  mult i tude,  une sculu  personno e s t  victime de l ' i n j u s -  
t i c e  o t  du mepris. Par cont rc ,  c r e s t  l 'humanite tou t  en t ib ro  qui s lQIBve 
lorsqu'un s e u l  home u s t  relev6 dans sa d ign i t8  e t  rcconnu dnns s e s  

d r o i t s .  

L'cxcmple du l a  Mere T6rBsa, qui  c s t ,  d ' a i l l c u r s ,  dans la l i m o  do l a  
plus authcntique c h a r i t 6 ,  e s t  unc lumiBrc c t  un encouragement; c l l e  a  
commcnc~ p u  s t i n t 8 r o s s a r  aux mal'neurcux dss  q u a r t i c r s  l c s  plus d6sh8ri t6s 

dc Calcut ta ;  son amour f r a t e r n e l  n l c s t  pas r e s t 8  dans l c s  nuages, mais 
d1emb16c, il a Q t B  concret .  E t  parce q u ' i l  a Bt8 concra t ,  il a Bt8 cant* 

gieux. Actuelloment c e t t c  contagion s l c s t  repandue pa r tou t  d,ms l e  monde 
c t  e l l e  t i e n t  du p r o d i s .  

On pose quclquefois l a  question de l l u t i l i t d  des oeuvres dc c h a r i t e  e t  
d l e n t r a i d e .  Nc s e r a i e n t - c l l r s  pas l e  moyen dc GO dispenser des chanpmcnts 
cxig6s par  l a  j u s t i c e ?  Nc se ra icn t -c l l e s  pas l ' occss ion ,  en face de 
redoutables r e sponsab i l i t&s ,  dc s c  doniiir bonm conscienci! par  l'accom- 
plisscmont d'un gcste pssscgcr dlaumo^nc ou dc p?xtage? La v e r i t e ,  c ' e s t  
quc l e s  ocuvrcs d ' en t ra idc ,  lo r squ ' e l l e s  sont  intslligc-mment mcnecs, sont  

un moyen part icul ikrcment cf f  icacc pour prgpmzr l e s  vo i e s  B l1av8namcnt 
dc l a  jus t i ce .  Commc l c  d i s a i t  M g i  Rodhain, l a  c h a r i t 4  d ' a j o u r d ' h u i  e s t  
l a  j u s t i c e  soci;;lc! de dcmain. Pour decider 10s homes B cnvisagcr l c s  

mutstions exig6es par  l a  jus t i ce  il nc s u f f i t  pas da l ~ u r  expliqucr,  
c h i f f r c s  e t  s t a t i s t i q u e s  & ll?.ppui - bian que cr s o i t  n6cassaire - que l l c s  

sont l e s  dimensions insupporta.bles dc l ' i n j u s t i c v  qui  r6gne dans l e  monde. 
I1 f a u t  msttrc: l o s  hommcs en contact vivant  avec l e s  souffranoes con.; 
c r h t e s  do lcurs  s~rnbl- .bl is ;  il f s u t  l o u r  f a i r e  toucher l c u r  Btat de 
degradation;  il f a t  q u ' i l s  r e s s ~ n t s n t  d m s  lour proprc ch-ir l c s  doulcurs 
do l e u r s  scmbl3b l~s .  h s s i  longtemps quo l c s  hommcs nc seront  pas 
% t t e n t i f s  3. l a  souffrance de leurs  f r b r c s ,  toutcs  10s considerat ions 
d 'ordrc  general s u r  l ' m e l i o r a t i o n  du s o r t  dc l'hum?nitd r isqucnt  de 
dcmcurer un jcu de l ' e s p r i t ,  une const ruct ion  d'ordre purement i n t e l l e c -  
t u e l .  

L'action pour l a  j u s t i c e  do i t  s t r e  un ivc r sc l l e  dans tous ccs aspects:  
- o l l c  d o i t  s f J d r u s s e r  B tous  l e s  hommcs, ce qui  suppose qu ' c l l e  p r c m e  
cn considers t ion  ch~quc. hommc cn p a r t i c u l i ~ r  c t  qu 'u l le  nc dedn.i@c pas 
l c s  a c t c s  l e s  plus humbles w scrvica dcs pc7uvres, l ~ s  ?.ctions ?u r a z  du 
s o l ;  
- e l l 2  d o i t  mobilisor tou tos  10s forcos  vivos c t  c o l ~  B tous  los  Bchelons 



dcs rcsponsnbi1iti .s s o c i a l c s  c t  in t c rna t iona lcs ;  
- c l l c  d o i t  a f f c c t c r  d'unc mmii rc  ac t ive  tous  l e s  scc teur s  ok la d i g n i t 6  
dc l a  pcrsonnc humainc c s t  en p e r i l  ~t o~ l i s  d r o i t s  de i t h o r n  sont  
mcnao6s (61nigri.s~ handic?~pi.s, pcuples p1ivi.s dc l i b c r t . 6 ~  s p i r i t u ~ l l c s ,  
misBrcs sans voix, v ic t imcs  de l a  discrimin?.tion r a c i n l c  e t  dc l a  torture.. 

- c l l c  d o i t  mettre cn ocuvrc tous l c s  mcycns d T Q c l a i r e r  l e s  consciences 
c t  d~ s u s c i t c r  dc puissants  mouvcmcnts d'cpinion publiquc;  
- mais c l l c  n'obtiandr?. dc t c l s  r 6 s u l t a t s  quc si c l l c  c s t  en meme temps 
un ti.moigna@; l c s  hommes nc scront  e n t r a i n &  dans l e  sillcia: quc s l i l s  

2cceptent l c  chmemont  de l cu r  propre v i e ,  cc pi, dzns l e  lmgage 
6van&lipuc, s ' appe l l c  l a  conversion. LtQt?.b1isscmcnt dc plus de j u s t i c c  
dans l o  mondc comportcra de t cu tc  n e c c s s i t 6 ,  chcz l e s  pcuplcs r i ches ,  
l T a c c o p t a t i o n  d'unc r e e l l c  moderation dsns l 'usn@ dcs biens mati.ricls,  
l o i n  dc l a  course cf f rQn6e vcrs  unc croissancc: inde f in ie  e t  vers  une 
j o u i s s ~ n c c  dc moins en moins contr618c. h i s  n'cst-ce pas 1c cas dc 
rappc le r  quc li! premier principc de l a  chs r t c  dc lVhumanit8 e s t  l a  b6ati-  
tudc dcs pauvrcs? La p-.ix en t rc  l c s  hommcs n t c s t - e l l c  pas mi bicn p lus  
precioux quc l a  r ichcssc  poss6di.e Qgoistcmcnt? L'app6ti t  non contr616 
dc jou i s smcc  ne ocnduit-il  pas B l a  ruinc memc dc 11hummit6? Par 
c o n t r c ,  l c  t6moignagc dc ceux qui ,  par  amour pour l c  Christ  c t  pour l e s  
hommcs, ont  chois i  unc v i c  dc pzwvrcti. r i . c l l c ,  de p r i e r e  e t  d1abn6gatisn, 
appcaraTt c s m c  un s igne  dcs r6a l i t i . s  supi.ricurcs sans l c sque l l c s  il n l y  a 
p?s dc vii: vrzimcnt humcinc c t  un appcl  B 1''mour c t  B l a  rdconc i l i a t ion  
u n i v c r s c l l e  . 

D a n s  unc oduvrc a u s s i  cxigcantc,  nous avons besoin d'une pcmolc 
d*csp&r?ncc.  Cctte parole dqespOrancc nous v icnt  dc l1Egl i se .  @ , i l  
s ' ag i s se  du Concilc Vatic-m 11, notammcnt dc l a  Const i tu t ion  "Gaudium e t  
S D ~ S " ,  q u ' i l  s ' a g i s s i  dcs cnseigncmunts dc Jean X X I I I  c t  dc P u l  V I ,  nous 
avons B notre  d i s p o s i t i o n  tou tc  unc doc-trini! qui  e s t  d ' u n ~  cxtremc 
r i chcssc  e t  qui  nous permct d ' c n g a e r  l c  dizlcgue avcc tous  ccux dc nos 
contcmporains qui  sen t  B l a  rechcrc:lc de l a  jus t i cc  B t r a v c r s  l c  mnde.  
Nous s c r i m s  vrriment incxcusablcs dc nc p-..s mcttrc cn oeuvre, a u t u l t  

q u l i l  depend dc ngus, unc doctr ine s i  cohercntc c t  s i  a c t u i l l c .  L. 
Syncdo dc 1971, en unc aff irmation d'unc cxtrEmc concision,  c s t  a l l 6  
jusqu18 d i r e  pi. " l ' a c t i s n  pour l a  j u s t i c e  c t  la p ~ . r t i c i p a t i o n  B l a  
t r?nsform?tion du mgndc ncus apparaissent  plcincmcnt commc unc dimension 
c o n s t i t u t i v e  dc l a  p rdd ica t i sn  dc l l E v m g i l e  qui  o s t  l a  lib6r.7.ticn dc 
t o u t c  s i t u a t i o n  dloppression" ( In t roduot ion) .  LL mrmc Synodc pr6cisc: 
"L? mission de p r e c h ~ r  1 'Evmgile c x i p  aujourd'hui 1 'cngagcmcnt radic?.l 
pour l a  l i b e r a t i o n  i n t e g r n l c  do l'hnmmc, dBs mcintcnLant, d?ns l o  r e a l i t 6  
m6mc dc son cxistencc d-ns l e  mcnde" (2e p a r t i c ) .  

N'avans-nous p?s dcs  r?isons v?l-.bl;s psur pcnscr quc c c t t e  ac t ion  
pour l a  j u s t i c e ,  PA p l - n  mFmc de l 'hum-nite, s i  c l l c  c s t  menee ?vet 

concert<-.tisn p,xr l e s  ch r6 t i cns ,  cn union avec tous l c s  hommcs au cocur 
d r o i t ,  s e r a  llannonco dlune grmde lumiere pour tou tc  l c  fnmil lc  dcs 
peuples? (La Semaine Religicuse d f A l @ r ,  54 No 4 ,  1977) 



EVALUATION OF THE SEXINAR AND GENEFLAL ASSWBLY 

23 evaluation sheets were returned. 17 f e l t  t ha t  the need t o  rcfleut 
a greater lengih on the material of the May Assembly w a s  achieved; 4 did 
not oomment and 2 f e l t  it had not been achieved. In general they thou&t 
t h e  dismssion useful ;  a few thought 3 topics were perhaps too much. 

Preparatory material - 6 did not comment, 15 made positive oomments 

suo:~ as: aroused in t e r e s t ;  well-prepared, bien, s t i m l a t i n g .  One person 
would have liked a list of puhlioations beforehand. 

Presentations - 14 commented very favourable on the talks: o lear ,  not 

too long, exoellent , etc .  One thought they were not long cneu*, another 

person would have l iked a general discussion. One responded f e l t  the  

apostolate seemed t o  Be mixed up with ministries and tha t  the  ro le  cf the  

woman i n  the home was overlooked. 

Disoussion Groups -on  the whole these were rated: p o d ,  l i ve ly ,  had 

almost t o t a l  pa r t i o ipa~ .on .  A few found the time too short. Olle person 
suggested having t h e  oase beforehand and two would have preferred 

"interestl l  groups. It was  helpful t o  have had disoussion leaders ana 
secre ta r ies  appointed beforehand. It i s  a hindranoe t o  have two  groupa in 
one room. 

Case Study - " L a  necessite d ' w e  t e l l e  reflexion en c o m  - 
interessante e t  stimulante." 811 but two liked the idea of a oase study, 

some f e l t  questions oculd be c learer .  Some coments were: praot ioal ,  
g a v ~  us a good basis  for  work, oaptured essence of presentation, was close 
enough t o  r ea l  s i tua t ion  t o  spark off  an animated disoussion, worth 
t r y i n g  a++% , eto.  

Reporting back - Seven respondents f e l t  points may have been los t  i n  

the  synthesis. Five preferred t o  have individual reports.  Those who 

thought the discussion probably seemed to  lag,  f e l t  t ha t  was due t o  the 
time o f  the day o r  perhaps the topics  (as w o l l  as the  participants!)  wore 
exhausted . 

General Assembly - 10 e v e  no comments (some may not have been 

present);  most f e l t  it was sa t i s fao tory ;  tha t  the  s t a tu t e s  were handled 

woll by the Ch;drman and that  more t imc could be given for budget . 
15 prefer the  Seminar and General Pssembly on one day; 6 not on the 

same day; 2 did not answcr. 

Various hclpful  suggestions were rcccived f o r  the ne3ct Seminar. Fmm 
the  nature of the topie and the suggestions, it would appear t ha t  emphasis 

should bc on imput from the speakers followed by a general discussion. 



SEDOS EXECUTIXX COMMITTEE MINUTES 

27 February, 1978 

Those present: Fr. Timermans, ossp Sr. Mary Motte, fnnn . P. Divarkar, s j  Sr. Joan Ik laney,  mm 
Br. Pablo Bastereochea, f s c  
S r  . Danita Mo Gonagle , ssnd 

The Minutes 78/17 of 10th January and 78/18 of t h e  23rd January were 

approved. 

Matters a r i s i n g  from t h e  Ninutes 

1.  Sr. Joan v i s i t e d  the  h ~ s t i n i a n s  on 1st Fbbruary. 

2. Fr. Tinnnermans reported on h i s  oontact with t h e  speaker f o r  t h e  May 
Seminar of .  Item 3. 

3. Fr. Divarkar provided an amended oopy of Fr. Hillengassm oomments. 

Matters disoussed: 

1.  Report of  t h e  Working Party. 

The suggestions made by the  working par ty  were agreed t o  by t h e  

Committee. It w a s  suggested t h a t  a time-plan be dram up f o r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  Sedos members. It is a lso  planned t o  inquire  from t h e  
Ceneralates t o  f i n d  out on what topios they wish t o  have r e f l e c t i o n  
groups; This w i l l  be done i n  t h e  beginning of May. 

2. Sedos - Agrimissio Pmjeot .  
A request from Ghana t h a t  t h e  present projec t  oontinue was oonsidered 
impossible. The projec t  ends t h e  31st Maroh and it w a s  f e l t  t h e r e  
were enough resources among t h e  l a y  people and missionaries i n  Ghana 
t o  implement t h e  projec t .  The f i n a l  meeting of t h e  Sedos - Agrimissio 

Committee w i l l  be held on 31st March. 

3. Mw Seminar. 

Fr. Timermans reported t h a t  he had contaoted Prof. Splinder,  Direotor 

of ID40 (Inter-universi ty I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Missiology and Ecumenism) i n  

Ieidcn. The I n s t i t u t e  has oompleted a lare soa le  study on ccwnenioal 

co-operation. It was agreed t o  m i t e  Pmf.  Splinder and i n v i t e  him t o  

be a speaker at t h e  Eihy Assembly. Since t h e  last two Seminars were 

r a t h e r  heavy with three  t o p i c s  and s ince  most of t h e  members p r e f e r  

t h e  Seminar and Assembly on one d w ,  it was f e l t  t h a t  it would bc best  

t o  aentre on one t o p i c  and t o  have one speaker,  leaving ample time f o r  
disoussion. 



78/100 
Various names were suggested f o r  the  Preparatory Committee and various 
suggestions f o r  background mate r i a l  were made. 

4. Executive Secre tary ' s  Report - 23rd January t o  27th February. 

1. Assembly Matters - ' he  r epor t s  have been sen t  out .  A t o t a l  of 23 

evaluat ions were received and a s m a r y  done. This should be 
p r in ted  i n  t h e  k l l e t i n .  Several people have expressed t h e i r  

appreoiat ion of the  day. 

2. An aooount of Fr. Moody's death. Tl~e S e c r e t a r i a t  has a d e t a i l e d  

aocount of Father 's  last days. 

3. Fr. Muskens - t he  a s s t .  r e c t o r  of t h e  k t c h  College v i s i t e d  Sedos 
arvi agreed t o  give a talk on the  Catholic Church i n  Indonesia on 

19th Oct. ITe is the  author of a  f ive  volume M T ~  on t h e  Catholic 
Churoh in Indonesia. A t  present  he is r e v i s i n g  the  riork and 

preparing a one volume e d i t i o n  t o  be published Orbis and Missio. 

The seore ta ry  w i l l  inqui re  about ob ta in ing  oopies from Orbis. 

4. m e w r i t e r s .  These continue t o  be a problem. Our o r i g i n a l  
arran,gjments f o r  a  trade-in have f a l l e n  through. ide a re  s t i l l  

wait ing f o r  t h e  IB,rl machine. 

5 .  Additional S t a f f .  Niss Doreen Chu has worked 3 Saturdays typ ing  
Eu l l e t in  s t e n c i l s .  

6. Contacts: Commission V I ,  Cong. f o r  Religious,  Grepr ian  Universi ty,  
Vatioan Radio, Seore ta r i a t  f o r  Christ ian Unity, Pgrimissio, Cesta 
(FAO), J u s t i c e  and Peace Commission, Elonsi@or L igu t t i ,  RSCJ's 

and OSA1s. 

7. Vis i tors :  Approximately 20 persons v i s i t e d  including fi. Toms and 

Bishop Andoh of Accra. 

8. Ekecutive Secre tary ' s  Schedule: 

Mmch 3 t o  5th A ~ i a t i c  Centre i n  M i l r a n  - programme commemorating 

the  death  of Gandhi. V i s i t  t o  the  Centre which 
is run by t h e  PIME EtLthers 

Mmch 7 Jus t i ce  and Peace Meeting 

March 11th - 30 In the  United Sta tes  

9. A request  was received from Publica S e n u ' i z i a  t o  subscribe t e  a 
magazine Ordine Nuova 16, 500 a year .  Does anyone h o r i  anything 
about t h i s ?  !.Is were c a l l e d  on the  phone and zsked t n  con t r ibu te  

if vre d i d  not subscribe.  1Je ne i the r  subscribed nor cont r ibuted .  

5. NEXT h5'EPDJG IS  10TH ILRCH,  4 PIT. 




