


This i s sue  contains the  r e p o r t  of the 52nd SEDOS 

SEXING? and ndNERkL ;GSSZNBLY. The topics  presented 

last Mw were t h e  b a s i s  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e f l e c t i o n .  In the  

meftings prepara tory  t o  the  Seminar, la,y m i n i s t r i e s ,  

l i f e  s t y l e  and t h e  r ap id ly  changine r o l e  of women were 
discuosed. The f r u i t  of t hese  d iscuss ions  w a s  incorpor- 
a ted  i n t o  the t h r e e  panel p re sen ta t ions .  l'his m a t e r i a l  
was a l so  used t o  devise a  case s t u Q  f o r  d iscuss ion .  
The s i t u a t i o n  of Fatilers Blue, G-een and Yellow w i l l  
be f a r r i l i a r  t o  many. ftfter t h e  nine discussion groups 
gave t h e i r  r e p o r t s ,  t h e i r  suggest ions and comments were 

then  synthesized.  We hope t h i s  presenta t ion  w i l l  lead 
t o  f u r t h e r  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e s  important t o p i c s .  

In drawing up the  l is t  of persons t o  whom t h i s  
r epor t  i s  s e n t ,  we have r e l i e d  heav i ly  cn t h e  ' J o i n t  

Venture' l i s t  of s u b s c r i b ~ r s .  It is with considerable 

saclness t h a t  we r epor t  t he  dea th  of Father Frank Paul 

Moody, former ~ d i t o r  of J o i n t  Venture. Father d i ed  as 

a r o s u l t  of i n j u r i e s  received i n  a  motor-cycl~ accid'znt 
i n  h i s  mission i n  Zaire .  flany w i l l  mourn t h e  pass ing  

of  a  "fricfid who L~clped u s  t c  r e a l i s e  our vocat ion  i n  
t h e  world of today". * On behalf  of ' r l l  those  esso- 

c i a t e d  with SEDOS, lu?i o f f e r  our  pra,yers and sympathy 
t o  h i s  fel l3w missionors ,  t he  !Tnite Fathers .  

* From t h e  hcmily by Fr .  Kaufman of  the ?<ass f o r  Fr.Moody, 

21st January, 1978 
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THEXI: THE DEVEMFWiXiT OF MDJISTRIES IN LOCAL ECCLESIN, COEMJNITIES 

by S i s t e r  Maria Jose W s c h ,  ssnd 

Since Vatican I1 t h e  r o l e  of t h e  l a y  person wi th in  t h e  Church has  
beoome t h e  subjec t  of  much r e f l e c t i o n  and disoussion. The Council B c r e e  
on t h e  Lay i i o s t o l a t e  s t rong ly  promoted t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  l a i t y  
wi th in  the  Church, not  only as t h e i r  r i g h t ,  but 3s t h e i r  obl iga t ion .  
However, a l l  t h e  Council documents must be read i n  an in tegra ted  fashion.  
m e  doc t r ine  of Vatican I1 on t h c  Chr is t ian  l a i t y  i s  not  only t o  be found 
i n  t h e  above. mentioned decree: it i s  a l s o  found i n  t h e  cons t i tu t ions  on 
t h e  Church, on t h c  Church i n  t h e  Modern World and i n  t h e  one on t h e  
Sacred Liturgy, as wel l  as i n  t h e  decrees on t h e  Lppropriate Renewal of  
Religious Life, on t h e  Bishop's Pas to ra l  Office, on t h e  Ministry and Life 
of P r i e s t s  and on t h e  Church's Missionary Lictivity. 

Today, 12  years  a f t e r  the  Council, we f ind  t h a t  t h e r e  has been a 

development i n  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  l a y  person within t h e  Church. This i s  so 
i n  most places t o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  degree. Somo o f  t h i s  development 
has been t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  conscious e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  h ierarchy 
and t h e  c l e r i c s ,  some has been t h e  r c s u l t  of expressed needs on t h e  put  
of t h e  l a i t y ,  and some has been simply t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  lack of ordained 
min i s t e r s  f o r  c e r t a i n  t a sks .  

Much emphasis h u  been placed on t h e  theclogy o f  the  "universal  
priesthood" of a l l  t h e  faithfbl.  In some cases t h i s  doct r ine  has  been 
used a a slogan of r e a c t i o n  agains t  t h e  c l e r i c a l i z a t i c n  of  t h e  Church. 
Such a purcly negat ive use of t h e  d o c t r i n e  might e a s i l y  lead  t o  t h e  o h l i t -  
e r a t i c n  of  the  e s s e n t i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  priesthood of t h e  
apos to l i c  ministry and t h e  un ive r sa l  pr iesthood of t h c  f a i t h f u l .  On t h e  

o the r  hand with t h e  contemporary l i t u r g i c a l  r e v i v a l ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a t r e n d  
toward i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  doct r ine  of t h e  pricothcod of t h e  f a i t h f u l  i n  
terms of t h e  z t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  l a i t y  i n  t h e  l i t u r g y .  This lit- 
u r g i c a l  p m t i c i p a t i o n  is oc r t a in ly  important ,  but  one might doubt whether 
i n  t h e  present s i t u a t i o n  of  the  Church i n  the  modern world, t h i s  is r e a l l y  
t h e  most important p a r t  of  the exe rc i se  of the  pr ies thood of t h e  f a i t h f u l .  

In Baptism, t h e  newly-born Chr i s t i an ,  becomes not  only t h e  objec t  of 
the  q a s t o r a l  s o l i c i t u d e  of the  Church, he becomes f irst  of a l l  a r e a l  
Chr i s t i an  subjec t  and an ac t ive  and respons ib le  member of a choeen group 
whose whole ra ison  d 1 8 t r e  is t o  be t h e  continuat ion of Chr is t ' s  s av ing  

mission i n  the  world. With t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  mind some quest ions 
come t o  t h e  fore:  

1. Idhat a re  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  w i l l  respond t o  t h i s  mission? 
2 .  !.hzt is the r o l e  of  p r i e s t s  i n  promoting these  min i s t r i e s  among 

t h c  l n i t y ?  



3. !hat models of Church m e  needed i n  order  t o  promote a n d  

f o s t e r  thesc  min i s t r i e s?  

h s w e r s  t o  these  quest ions and s t i l l  ~ t h e r  qdes t ions  w i l l  begin t o  
emerge when w s tudy the  evolut ion of la+y min i s t r i e s  they  hove taken 

place within t h e  Chu-ch s i n c e  Vatican TI. For t h i s  reason I propose t h a t  
we look at two s i t u a t i o n s  which a r e  g iv ing  r i s e  t o  new min i s t r i e s  wi th in  
today ' s  Cllurch. IB -<rc do so the concrete pmblans wl~ich accompany t h e i r  

emergence w i l l  a l so  appeas. 

The FIRST situctj .cn i s  t h a t  i n  : ~ h i c h  lay leade r sh ip  i s  deveicped as  a  

r e s u i t  of a  s c a r c i t y  of ordained min i s t e r s .  In many mission a r e a s ,  partic- 
u l a r l y  i n  l a t i n  Lnerica and i J r i ca ,  it h a  become common t o  provide f o r  a  

lack  of ordained m i n i s t ~ r s  through t h e  t r a i n i n g  of n a t u r a l  leaders  i n  t h e  

commanity. LT sornc p laces  leadership  courses of shor t  dura t ion ,  a  few days 

t o  a  week, arc given 35 p r e p a z t i c n  f o r  conclucting l i t u r g i c s  of the  Word. 
LT f a c t ,  these  l a y  lcr2ders c a l l e d  Cclebrztcrs  cf thc  !.iord. They &re 

chosen because they  ? r e  ahlc  t o  r ead ;  t h a t  i s ,  they  have had a t  l e a s t  3 
t o  6 y e w s  of schooling.  Their p r c p . ~ a t i o n  c c n s i s t s  mainly i n  l e a r n i n g  how 

t o  k n 3 l e  the  p r in ted  ma te r i a l  givcn f o r  t h i s  pwposo.  Readings, p r q e r s  
a ~ d  homil ies  2x2 provided. The 1a,y leaders  o r  min i s t e r s  are enccuraged t o  
s u b s t i t u t e  t h r i r  own hornilieo. These respond t o  t h e  l i v e d  experience of 

t h e  ccnununitj.. A cntec:lesis d i r ec ted  pr imar i ly  t o  t h e  adul t s  is a l s o  t h e i r  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I h r r i a g e  proiilcms a rc  f requent ly  t h e  subjec t  of t h i s  cate- 

c h e s i s .  C:hristi.m oornmunitics of t h i s  type ?re u s u a l l y  found i n  rural 

.areas. Hcre somi. fo-ms of n sccio-cul tur ,zl  c c m m i t y  s t i l l  e x i s t ,  wi th in  
wllich t h e  Chris-ticn cormunity C.XT l i v e  without 11~ving t o  crez tc  a cnviron- 
ment f o r  i t s e l f .  

Is t h i s  type of Christ icm comrm~~i ty  grows develops, t h e  l eade r sh ip  
i s  a l s o  s trengthened t h r o u $ ~  a type of on-goins formation. Baptisms, 
b l e s s in@ of the s i c k ,  Chr i s t i sn  b m i a l s ,  ,and i n  some i s o l a t e d  cases , 
marriages becomo pa r t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of these  Celebrators  of t h e  
tlord. Their l c x l e r s h i p  i s  a lso  r c n o p i z e d  i n  tllc s e c u l a r  of t h e  

community. 

Even though t h e s c  l a y  minis ters  a r e  r e s ~ o n s i b l e  f o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  

complete Christ i ,m l i f e  of the cornnuni t ie~  they s e r v e ,  y e t  3 p r i e s t  w i l l  
come once a :nont!l 3r or.oe evcry two ronths  %o pres ide  over the  k c h a r i s t .  
i.t timcs t h i s  t<&es plnoe only once o r  twice a year .  The core funct ion  of 
t h i s  ord-zincd min i s t e r  i s  t o  ? res ide  over  t h e  c o w n a ~ i t y  when it comes 

t o e t h e r  f o r  thc ce leb rz t ion  of tho Eucharis t  which i s  st the hear t  of m y  
Christim --?c@t!lorness. It is u ldc r  t h e  presidcney of t h e  ordained min- 
i s t c r  t h a t  thc  oom,minity nclcbraios . . in  word? ac t ion  and i n  a deugly sym- 
b o l i c  way tho  mystcry of Chr is t .  The3lofii s t rsssc!:  tod'ay evcn more t h j n  
s v e r  befcre the  t rukh t h a t  the Tuci l i r i s t  is thc ncre of -bile Christi3n c o w  
munity. Hcrc, then, is one of t h c  ~ rob lc r r s :  becnusc these  Christims 
l i v e  i n  circumst?nocs th2.t do not  2 l l c l r . i  them t o  f r aquen t ly  join o the r s  i n  
t h e  Euo!lazistic c e l e b r a t i o n  they  s r e  denied t h i s  f u l l  expression of a 



Chr i s t i an  c o w i t y  f o r  long periods of  time. h d  so we f i n d  t h a t  we a r e  

admit t ing  and accepting t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  t h e  a c h a r i s t  i s  t h e  center  and t h e  
culminat ing point of t h e  Chr is t ian  community while denying it f o r  a l l  
p r a c t i c a l  purposes. 

S t i l l  another problem a r i s e s  when t h e  l a y  min i s t e r s  have been auth- 

or ized  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  communion t o  the  f a i t h f u l .  Here t h e  l i t u r g y  of t h e  
Vord i s  o f t en  followed by prayers  of p r a i s e  a d  thanksgiving. For t h e  
poorly educated the re  i s  l i t t l e  d i f f e rence  between t h i s  type of oommunion 
se rv ice  .and a & c h a r i s t i c  ce lebra t ion  of fered  by an ordained minis ter .  
Even when t h e  serv ice  i s  simply a l i t u r g y  of the  liord, t h e  question h s  
been posed: Are we promoting a p ro tes t an t  type o f  worship where t h e  %u- 

cl la r i s t  i s  not ,In e s e n t i a l  pa r t  of t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  ce l eb ra t ion?  

In some of these  communities, t h e  Celebrators  of  t h e  ?iord a r e  begin- 

n ing  t o  ask for  ord ina t ion .  Problems i n  regard t o  prepara t ion  immediately 
a r i s e .  Sl~ould we malce provision f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  type of formal pre- 

para t ion  which requi res  seve ra l  yea r s  o f  study? If  t h i s  i s  decided upon, 
w i l l  t hese  l a y  minis ters  be prepared t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h e  mi l ieu  from which 
they came? Will they be s a t i s f i e d  s e r v i n g  these  i s o l a t e d  Chr is t ian  com- 

munit ies? W i l l  t h e  diocese permit them t o  r e tu rn?  

Then 

- lJith ord ina t ion  what becomes of the  l q y  minister? 

- Are we promoting t h e  i d e a  t h a t  lay people .are only co-workers and s u b  

o rd ina tes  of the p r i e s t ,  ca l l ed  t o  l i g h t e n  h i s  p a s t o r a l  burden and widen 
h i s  sphere of ac t ion?  

- Ik we encourage thc  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  l a y  minis ters  only funct ion  i n  t h e  

p a s t o r a l  f i e l d s  proper t o  the m i n i s t r i e s  which r equ i re  ord ina t ion?  

- Are we ignoring the  o t h e r  min i s t r i e s  needed within t h e  community and t h e  
g i f t s  of  the  S p i r i t  which are t h e r e  present  t o  respond t o  those needs? 

- .be we r e a l l y  proclaiming our be l i e f  i n  the  apos to l i c  commitment common t o  
ell Chr is t ians?  

The SECOND s i t u a t i o n  which r equ i re s  r e f l e c t i o n  i s  t h e  development 
within t h e  Church of today of "b&?ic" C h r i s t i v l  c o m i t i e s .  The whole 

phenomenon of c o m i t y  has suddenly become more evident  i n  today's soc ie ty .  

Since !.Jorld W a r  I1 t h e  ever  increas ing  development of indus t ry ,  the  spread 
of  c i t i e s ,  t h e  r e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of S t a t e s ,  bureaucra t iza t ion  and a wit:ldrawal 
of f ami l i e s  have a l l  r e s u l t e d  i n  nn emphasis on individual ism. It has 
fos t e red  today ' s  drama of human i s o l a t i o n .  fs a r e a c t i o n  t o  a l l  of  t h i s ,  

t!lere has been a quest t o  move out of anonymity towards a  l i f e  i n  com;rrunion 

with o t h e r s .  Tnere i s  a  growing d e s i r e  t o  exerc ise  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as c i t i -  

eens a long  with an i n t e r e s t  i n  l i v i n g  a. l i f e  of f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  These 
problems i n  soc ie ty  a r e  a l so  evident wi th in  the  Church. me excessive 
growth of t h e  modern p a r i s h ,  par t icu l .a r ly  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  has caused it t o  
lose  i t s  i d e n t i t y .  Often it no longer i s  a  community of brothers  and 
s i s t e r s ,  a  community of f a i t h  i n  c h a r i t y .  In t h i s  type of par ish ,  t h e  

Chr is t ian  f inds  himself l o s t  in  .anonymity. H i s  membership i s  mostly s t a t i c .  
He a l so  f inds  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  f e e l  a  sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  toward t h e  



o the r s  who make up t h e  p a r i s h  wi th  bim. The Chris t i ,m family f e e l s  i s o l a t e d  
and h e l p l e s s  to  improve r e l a t ionsh ips  with o the r  f a m i l i e s .  iJl of t h i s  
leads t o  a nominal assent  t o  the  law of t h e  Church, as well  as t o  a  minimal 
involvement i n  t h e  l i f e  of tho  par i sh .  

Sincc t h e  Church is not i s o l a t e d  from the  ~ .mr ld ,  t h e  same community 
phenomenon has appeared a t  t h e  ve ry  h e a r t  of t he  Cl~urch. Our modern day 
emphasis on r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and comm, i ty  have mergcd wi th  t h e  view of t h e  
Church as people of Cad and with t h e  Council ' s  g rea t  i n s i s t e n c e  on communion 
and c o m i t y .  Nany types  of c o m i t y  have begun t o  emerge. There a r e  
prayer  groups, char i smat ic  groups, ecumenical g o u p s ,  b i b l i c a l  groups, 
evangelical l i f e  groups, catechumenal groups, communities in s ide  t h e  p a r i s h e s ,  
those  ou t s ide  tho  p a r i s h e s ,  those a t t ached  t o  i movcmcnt o r  a  monastery, and 
o t h e r s .  ;mong thzse , m important p lace  should be given t o  what i s  c a l l e d  
"basic" c o m m , i t i e s .  They a r e  c a l l e d  such because t h i s  i s  what they  a r e  - 
"basic".  They s t r i v e  t o  provide a  fmd.menta1 educat ion i n  t h e  f a i t h  as an -- 
elementary apprent iceship  i n  "Chr is t ian  praxis".  This apprent iceship  i s  
provided through c o l l e c t i v e  assignments i n  t h e  neighborhood, an openness t o  
t he  va r ious  sec to r s  of human l i f e .  It was s a i d  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  meeting h e l d  
i n  B r a z i l  i n  1975, "Theso b m i c  communities a r e  r e a l l y  primary orgnns of 
t h e  Church c e l l s  of t h e  Mystical Body, miniature Church, but with an in t ense  
l i f e  where people love one another conc re t e ly ,  where one can hear  oneself  
l i v ing" .  

Exporionce shows t h a t  these corninunities b r ing  forward new l eade r sh ip ,  
ncw m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  t he  new t a sks  of t h c  Church, r e p l e n i s h i n g  f o r  tomorrow 
t h e  source of t he  necessary new vooat ions .  Tile needs which gave r i s e  t o  
" b a i c "  c c c l c s i a l  communities a l ready included the immediate need f o r  s e r v i c e  
rendersd t o  the community i n  the n m c  of  the  conununity by t h e  l a i t y .  
G?L'scldually a  term f o r  t h e s e  se rv ices  has become comon usage. The term is: 
l a y  m i n i s t r i e s .  

Not cvcry th lng  is o l o m  a d  d c f l n i t c  i n  regerd t o  these  la3. m i n i s t r i e s .  
The fo l lowing a o l n t s ,  however, seem t o  be those on which the rc  is some 
agreement and s u f f l c l c n t  c l a r i t y .  

1. - Thc 1&y min i s t r i e s  a re  not simply an extension of t h e  minis t ry  of t h e  
ordained minis te r .  However, t h e r e  i s  a r e l z t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  
p a s t o r a l  ministry.  

2. - The -ity's clelegation of tlic funct ions  is most important. It 
must express a  t r u e  communion  wit:^ t h e  community. 

3.  - Tho serv ico  rendered must  not be confined t o  t h z  n e c e s s i t i e s  of t h e  
"basic"  community but should express  the  community's serv ice  within 
t h e  lea-gcr c o m i t y  of the l o c a l  Church. 

4 .  - The ~ r c p ~ m a t i o n  of  ir.dividua1.s a d  t ho  matur i ty  of t h e  whole community 
determine the  emergence of m i n i s t r i e s .  In o t h e r  words, concern f o r  
c e r t a i n  t a sks  i s  notcd and members of  t h e  community a re  assigned t o  
them. 

il good s ign  of  t h e  v i t a l i t y  of t h c s e  communities is t t .c ir  i n c r e m i n g l y  
urgcnt  necd and d e s i r e  f o r  weekly Mass. From tt.is t h e r e  a r i s e s  a  growing 



ins i s t ence  on the  part of tho comnmitics t o  o r d a ~ n  p r i e s t s  from among the  
mumhers su i t ab lo  f o r  ordin?.tion. 

Some of the  morc common min i s t r i e s  which have developed 3s a r e s u l t  of 
thcsc  e f f o r t s  at Chr is t ian  community bu i ld ing  arc t h e  following: 

- the  ministry of t h e  PJord (catec: i is ts ,  l c c t o r s  , in to rp ro to r s  of Sc r ip tu re ,  
homilect ic  ministry)  

- tho ministry of t h e  Eucharist ( d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Ebcharist ,  para- 
l i t u r g i c s  f o r  t h e  worship cf the  Real Frescncc) 

- moderators of the community 
- t h e  ministry of v i s i t a t i o n  and consolation ( the  s i c k ,  the  dying, 

p r i soners ,  funera ls )  
- t h e  minis t r ics  of c h a r i t y  and s o c i a l  welfare 
- the  r r in is t r ics  of se rv ice  f o r  na.tiona1 and regional  development 
- the  n i n i s t r y  of h c s p i t a l i t y  (new conver ts ,  new famil ies  i n  the  community) 
- tllc minis t r ies  connected ciith se rv ice  t o  families f o r  

m x r i a p ,  r econc i l i a t ion  of spouses) 
- t!le ministry of on-going t r ~ i n i n g  f o r  adu l t s  ( t h i s  i s  not r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

r e l i g i o u s  education but a lso  iccludas liumzm and profassior.al t r a i n i n g )  - l ead ing  Sundi4). prayers when the re  is no E a s s ;  musical and choral  
se rv ice  f o r  tllc l i t u r g y  

- t h e  minis t r ics  connected with the  administrat ive aspect of thc  community 
(,administration, f i ~ a n c i n l  management, accountancy, c t c )  

- t h e  minis t ry  of sacramcntals and b less ings  

Rcflocting on thcsc  min i s t r i c s  morc quest ions comc t o  mind: 
. Nl1ic:1 o f  these m i c i s t r i e s  have need of im o f f i c i a l l y  ordained minis tcr?  

IC~ich of these min i s t r i c s  need some type  of p r ~ p ~ a r a t i c n ,  of commissioning 
o r  :authorization? 

b e s  t h c  diaconate f i t  i n t o  thesc  communities? . Is pcrm~mcncy par t  of tllcsc min i s t r i e s?  Mllich have need of i t ?  Which 
do n o t ?  

W i l l  t h e  parish,  as i;ie know it now, continue t o  funct ion?  . 'chat i s  the re la t ionsk ip  of thcse communities t o  tho  loca l  Church? . iJ11at i s  tho ro lc  of t h e  ordained minis ter  i n  rol?.tionship t o  thcsc  com- 
munit i c s ?  

. t h a t  i s  tho ro lc  of non-clerical reiigious i n  thcsc  typos of communities? 
*at is the  ro lc  of thesc  re l ig ious  i n  e loca l  Cliurch which promotes l a y  
min i s t r i c s?  . ...re not thcse re l ig ious  a l so  par t  of the  l a i t y ?  

T.1lusc a re  only somo of tho problems wc w i l l  have t o  face as wc become 
more convinced t h a t  t h e  Church of todzg m s t  be a Church where mtual res-  
p o n s i b i l i t y  2nd pxt ic ip? . t ion  are acceptcd f?.cts bocxusc t h e  Church i s  t h e  
pocplc of b d .  One t h i n g  m must emphasizz is tho development of 1~ min- 
i s t r i e s .  These min i s t r i c s ,  just  l i k e  Church roform, cannot be t h o  same a l l  
over t h e  riorld. ?he shape of thc  Church t o  comc 2nd the  minis t r ies  function- 
i n g  within hcr w i l l  vary  a l so  from country t o  country m d  evvn from c i t y  t o  
v i l l a g e .  It is ;1 question of bringing t h c  gospel in to  a memingful and oper* 
t i v c  r e l a t i o n  t o  the s p e c i f i c  loca l  s i t u a t i o n  wllerever t h a t  m q y  be. 
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PANEL ?REsEIiTATION 

L a  re f lexion  dc c e t t e  Assernblec e s t  centre8 principalernent s u r  l e s  

nouvoaux n i n i s t 8 r e s .  O-n y v o i t  un moyen va lab le  pour a s su re r  l ' a v e n i r  a e  

l a  miss ion ,  Iia breve in t e rven t ion  concerne l e  Marxisme, un s u j e t  qui a 

peu de t r a i t s  communs avec l e s  probli?mes s u r  lesquels  nous voulons 
r6f16chi r  aujourd'hui .. Vu cependant que l ' i n f luence  du llarxisrne s e  f a i t  
s e n t i r  de plus cn p lus  dans l e  nundo e t  cn p a r t i c u l i e r  dans l e  Tiers-lknde, 
l e s  organisa tcurs  de c e t t e  journee ont c ru  bon d t i n s & r e r  dans l e  s u j e t  
p r inc ipa l  une p c t i t e  r e f l e x i o n  s u r  l e  Marxisrne, 

I1 y a quelques m n d e s ,  j ' a i  Et6 i n v i t 6  B p a r l e r ,  d m s  un groupe as scz  
h e t d r o g n e ,  su r  i c s  pays de ll%t c t  cn p x r t i c u l i c r  s u r  l a  s i t u a t i m  de 

l ' z g l i s c  e t  des c o m a u t 8 s  r e l ig i eusos  dans ces p a p ,  Bien que j ' a i c  

essa,y@ d ' g t r e  ob jcc t i f  dans ma p rdscn ta t ion ,  l e  grcupe a r Q a g i  B c e t t e  
pr6ocntat ion d'une f q o n  tres 6rnotionnellc. Certains ont  i n t e r p r e t 6  ncs 
r e f l cx ions  come philo-rnarxistcs, d ' a u t r e s  par  contre commc ouverternent 

ant i-comrnunistes . 
Eh y r6f lechissant  davantagc, j e  vuis  quc l e  Marxisme, commc l a  sexual- 

i t&,  cons t i tue  un s u j c t  quc l ' on  ahordc difficilcrnont avec sdrGnit6 e t  sms 
pr6jug6s favorables ou dEfzvorables. J e  dois  auss i  avouer quc jc s u i s  
souvent trks 6tonn6 Z p e l  point  l e s  &ns rnmquent dlinforrnation ob jco t ive  
c t  i rnpart ialc  sur l c  Warhisme e t  B quo1 pc ih t  l e u r  a t t i t u d e  c s t  Qrnotionnclle. 

Chcz c c r t a i n s  , su r tou t  plus jeunes , on cons ta te  un sentiment d 'mbivalence:  
cr. fece  des nornbreux p ~ o b i ~ r n e s  dc rncndc occidehtal.  e t  du Tiers-blonde ( in -  

j u s t i c e ,  violence, faim, cho^rnsge, pe rmiss iv i t6 ) ,  i l s  regardcnt  w c c  quclque 

oympathie vers  l e s  p,%ys B t m t  sous l l i n f l u c n c c  rnarxistc 06 ces problkrnes 

sernhlrnt avo i r  trouv6 du moins unc s o l u t i o n  p a r t i e l l e .  Dc l ' a u t r e  c6t6, 
cependant,  i l s  ont pcur d1c^trc errport6s irrdversiblcrnont par l ' w a l a n c h c  

cornrnuniste. 

LE marxisrne lui-m6mc ne nous f a c i l i t e  pas l ' c f f o r t  de c l a r t d  (d ' y  

v o i r  plus c l a i r ) .  &. f z i t ,  nous sommcs actucllorncnt en face dc d i f f e r c n t e s  
espBces de rnarxisrncs. En ccs  dernikrcs  annBes, 2. lc  s u i t e  des conquetes du 
rnarxisrne dans l c s  d i f fGr6nte  poin ts  du monde, dws 1 ~ s  d i v e r s  milieux 
socio-cul ture ls ,  l c  b loc  rnonolithiquc du mazxisme, a coimu une sccousse,  
analogue B c e l l e  dc 1 'Egl iso  pr imi t ive  qumd c l l e  e s t  s o r t i e  du milieu 
judaPquc , encore quc Moscou nc pcnse pas rcnoncer au monopole de 1 'or thodcxie 
st d c  lthd&rncnic marxis te .  Neannoins, l ' i n f luonce  clu marxisee, s o i t  a 
pl,m des idhes ,  s o i t  .au p l m  p o l i t i q u e ,  ne cesse pas dc s ' a c c r o i t r e .  

Au dcrn ie r  Synode des WZqucs, l c  P&re Arrupc a fait  une in t e rven t ion  
s u r  rnarxisrne c t  cntechBse, en dioant  q u ' i l  n ' c s t  plus poss ib le  d.ms l a  



catBchbse ac tue l l e  de l a i s s e r  de c6tB l e  problbme du marxisme. L a  quest ion 
que j e  me pose aujourd'hui e s t  la  suivante: 

- Vaut-il la  peine de penser & uno t e l l e  catechkse (pour commencer) 
& l ' u sage  de tous l c s  agents de 1 'Qvang61isat ionq pour l c s  a ider  
& v o i r  plus c l a i r  e t  & a g i r  d'une faqon plus responsable face  & 
l a  vaguc grandissante du marxisrne? 

Une c e r t a i n e  c l a r tB  au plan dcs id6es e s t  irnportantc, mais ce que 
l ' on  f a i t  pour assurer  l l a v e n i r  de 1 'Eg l i se  dans l e s  pays c o m m i s t e s  ou 
qui  r i squent  de devenir t e l s ,  e s t  encore plus important. Je  ne me scns pas 
prepare pour cnseigner aux aut res  ce que l ' on  d o i t  f a i r e  pour prepsrer  c e t  
avcnir.  J e  mc l i m i t e r a i  donc & Bnumbrer,certains f a i t s  pi s e  vBr i f i cn t ,  
avec quelques d i f fe rences ,  dans l e s  pays comunis tcs  ou phi lo-marxis tes ,  en 
espBrant que c e l a  pour ra i t  nous a idcr  B v o i r  comment o r i e n t e r  notre ac t ion .  
Lcs voic i :  

- k communisrne portc par tout  un c e r t a i n  nivellernent on t re  l e s  c l a s scs  
e t  l c s  groupes eooiaux, mCmc s i  ce nivcllcrncnt c s t  neccssairernent 
vers  l c  bas. @'on l e  v e u i l l e  cu non, l c  s t y l c  do v i e  des gens 
devicnt  bcillicoup plus  simple, rnais pas nBccssairemcnt plus f a c i l e .  
Nourri turo,  vbtements, logcrnent, t r a n s p o r t s ,  moycns d ' apos to la t ,  
t o u t  devicnt Blementairc e t  p lu t6 t  pauvre. 1:ais on e s s a i e  de pro- 
curer  & c h a m  un t r a v a i l ,  l c s  soins medicaux indispensables,  une 
education c t  quelque s e c u r i t e  s o c i a l e .  

- Lcs relations e n t r e  l V E g l i s c  e t  1 ' Q t a t  mmxistc,  H des degres d i v e r s ,  
sont  toujours  d i f f i c i l c s .  Dans l e s  p q p  oG l V E g l i s e  c s t  plus f o r t e ,  
l a  condit ion des ch rg t i cns  devient g6nBralement plus d i f f i c i l e .  

- L a  propagande ou l a  l u t t c  ant i - re l ig ieuse  e s t  mcnc5e a n  nom de soc ia l -  
ismc sc ien t i f ique  qui  ne pout plus t o l d r c r  l a  s u p c r s t i t i o n  ( l a  
r e l i g i o n )  a l ienante .  Dans l c s  pcws du Ticrs-liondc on cherche b B l i m -  
l n e r  l e  christianisrne comrnc unc r e l i g i o n  importee e t  come Qtcmt au 
se rv ice  du capi ta l i sme.  

- Le pcuvoir marxistc t i e n t  davantagc b s'ernpmer de l ' c s p r i t  e t  de 
l'srne des gens que de l e u r s  biens mater ie ls .  D'oc, B c6td des expro- 
p r i a t i o n s ,  des n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n s ,  des c o l l o c t i v i s a t i o n s ,  des programmes 
de rQ6ducation ( l e s  camps de r66ducation, l c  nornbre i n f i n i  de r h i o n s  
interminables,  l e  depistage des ennernis du peuplc, l e s  t r i b u n a w  du 
peuplc avcc l e  ve rd ic t  prepare en avarice). D'oh l ' e x e r c i c e  d'un 
pouvoir presque exc lus i f  s u r  l e s  moyens de c c m i c n t i o n  e t  sur l e s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  2' 6ducation. 

- k s  c l r Q t i e n s  r e ~ o i v e n t  un trctiternent d i f ferencid:  l c s  uns sont bons 
ci toyens , l e s  au t res  sont  rBactionnaires , vendus aux c a p i h l i s t e s  . 



- LB oii l e s  l a i c s  chcrchent 2 Gtre engag6s dans l t a c t i v i t Q  de l 1 E g l i s e ,  
e m  e t  l eu r s  f ami l l e s  trouvent beaucoup de d i f f i c u l t d s  dans l e u r  
poste de t r a v a i l .  

- L'Eglise de type t r d i t i o n n e l ,  bien organisde o t  s t r u c t u r i . ~ ,  assez 
c l d r i c a l e  , oriont6e su r tou t  vers  l a  sacramontal isat  i o n ,  scmblc Btre 
davantage to l@r6e qu'une communatd chr6ticnne v ivant  par p e t i t s  
groupcs d i f f ic i lcment  cont r6 lables .  

- I1 y a une tendance B f a i r e  des ~ r 6 t r e s  e t  des r e l i g i e w  10s fonction- 
n a i r e s  de llZtat. 

- Dans l e s  pays ok ,  avant 11ar r iv6c  du cornmunisme, l e s  ve r tus  civiques 
e t  l e s  d i spos i t ions  8 1' auto-contr6le n '  Q ta ien t  pas suffisamment 
dBvelopp8os, on observe l a  diminution progressive de rcsponsabi l i td  
personnel le ,  de l ' i n i t i a t i v c  e t  du respect  pour l e  bien commun. 

- LB oii l e  d6veloppement Qconomique a dd jb  a t t e i n t  un c e r t a i n  niveau, 
l e  matdrialismc p ra t ique  semble jouer un r61e plus important dans l e  
comportcment des gens quc la  doct r ine  marxistc. 

- T6t ou t a r d  l a  presence missionnaire QtrangGre e s t  BliminBe. 

- Mais dans la  mesure oii l e s  chrdt iens ,  r e l i g i e u x  e t  l a i c s ,  r c s ton t  
f i d g l e s  8 l a  VBrit6 (dans un monde ou t o u t  scmblc 6 t r e  cons t ru i t  sur 
l e  menson@), ont l e  courage de manifester  lcurs  convict ions e t  l e u r  

f o i  (dans un monde oii on rdpgte l e s  slogans e t  l e s  opinions approuvbs 
p a  l e  p a r t i ) ,  montrent l a  confiance en l'horme (18 oii la pcur e t  l a  
m6fianoc sont l e s  sentiments dominants des gens) ,  i ls  ccntinuent b 
Etre cffectivcment l e  levain  dans la p z t e ,  mdmc s i  cc l le-c i  cn surface  
a l a  coulcur rouge. 
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PANEL PLNCSENTATIOM 

by Sr .  Chr is t ine  l i d d e l h o f ,  s a  

1 .  GZNERAL STATaiENTS 

Before even speaking about new forms of min i s t ry ,  it seems important t o  
s t r e s s  the  fundamental p r i n c i p l e  of col labora t ion  in  evangelization-service 
between hierarchy,  c lergy,  r e l i g i o u s  and 1 ; ~ '  people, 

This col labora t ion  inc ludes  t h e  fu l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  l a i t y ,  women as 
well as men, i n  the  pas to ra l  planning as well  3s i n  i t s  execution;  and t h i s  
not only a t  pa r i sh  o r  community l e v e l ,  but a l so  at the  l e v e l  o f  the  diocese: 
i n  pas to ra l  counci ls ,  s tudy commissions, executive committees, o tc .  

It should be noted t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  women can and ought t o  share posi- 
t i o n s  of r e c o a i s e d  and e f f e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f inds  i t s  o r i g i n  not in a 
possible shortage of male personnel ,  (even though t h i s  ma,y i n  facd of ten  be 

the  case,  and as  such may be considered as a s i g n  o f  the  times and an 
i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  Holy spirit) ,  but i n  t h e  v a r i e t y  of charisms and i n  t h e  
considerat ion of what women a r e  ac tua l ly  doing, wish t o  do and c ~ n  do f o r  
evangelisat ion.  

Collaboration with the  hierarchy and c le rgy ,  e speo ia l ly  with regard t o  
women, gives r i s e  t o  a  c e r t a i n  number of quest ions and problems, some of 
which we propose f o r  f u r t h e r  s tudy.  Fbr what do we see  when mmen do share 
t h e  work of evangelisat ion and do tako up moro o r  l e s s  responsib le  t a sks?  
Ln many cases collaborat ion remains s u p e r f i c i a l :  . men do the  th ink ing ,  women fo l low,  

men take t h e  dec i s ions ,  women ca r ry  them o u t ,  . men e s t a b l i s h  s t r u c t u r e s ,  womon do the  work within those 
s t ruc tu res  . men ~ u t  down condi t ions ,  women comply with them... 

This is s u r e l y  not t h e  kind of col labora t ion  wo should be aiming a t !  

a) How then can men and women be t r a ined  f o r  a hcal t lw form of col labora t ion?  

Among t h e  r e o m e n d a t i o n s  made t o  the  1974 Synod of Bishops by t h e  Study 
Commission on !hman i n  Socie ty  m d  i n  t h e  Church, we read: "That educa- 
t i o n a l  ac t ion  be unclortaken at a l l  l eve l s  of the  Church's l i f e ,  i n  order 
t o  b r i n g  about ohanges i n  the  r.ia,y of th ink ing ,  t h a t  w i l l  promote b e t t e r  
r e l a t ionsh ips  of col labora t ion  between men and women -- on b a s i c a l l y  cqual  
terms and according t o  each one ' s  vocation - i n  the  work of evan@lisa t ion  
and a t  thc  l eve l  of p m t o r a l  r o s p o n s i b i l i t i o s  i n  the  Church." 

"That a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  be mLde t o  assure t h a t  the  education of the  
clergy enables them t o  have a good understanding of tho var ious  Chr is t ian  
vocations f o r  women and t o  oollaborate s i n c e r e l y  with them i n  +;** 



erent  s e c t o r s  of the  apos to la te ."  
T%is da tes  from 1974, what has  been done s i n c e  then? Does t h e  p r a c t i c a l  

behaviour of t h e  c lergy  i n  t h i s  regLwd correspond t o  the  t e sch ing  of t h e  
Church, s o  well  formulated f o r  ins tance  i n  the  recent  document o f  t he  
Sacred Congreg3"tion f o r  t h e  hhangelizat ion of Peoples: "The Role of 
Womcn i n  Pvangelizat ion"? 

b)  How can o o l l a b o r ~ t i o n  be i n t e n s i f i e d  a t  Generalate l e v e l ,  between con- 
gregat ions ( o f  men and women) u~llich work i n  the  sane d ioceses?  Surely 
contacts  and common s tudy i n  bodies such 3s SEMS, j o i n t  workshops of 
USG and UISG, and o t h e r s ,  a r e  highly use fu l  m d  already bea r ing  f r u i t .  
But could not dialogue between congregat ions,  concerning p a r t i c u l a r  
f i e l d s  of spec ia l i zed  a c t i v i t y ,  be i n t e n s i f i e d ?  Ib General Councils and 
Fbrmation Teams a t t ach  enough importance t o  the  education of candidates 
regarding  col labora t ion  i n  t h e i r  f u t u r e  apos to la t e s?  

c) HOW should r e l a t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  be def ined  where h ie ra rchy  and min- 
i s t e r s ,  l a y  o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  =are working at a  oommon t a s k  and a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
improve col labora t ion?  

d )  How should col labora t ion  be organised i n  p a r t i o u l s r  c m e s ,  e.g. where 
parishes a r e  taken over by 1qy people o r  s i s t e r s ?  Ibes  t h e  p r i e s t ,  i n  
such oases ,  become a  mere d i s t r i b u t o r  of sacraments? 

e )  How can f i n a n c i a l  problems be solved,  such a s  the  pqment of full-time 
pas to ra l  workers 2nd lay minis ters?  T h k  app l i e s  a l s o  t o  mambers of l o c a l  
s i s t e r h o o d s ,  cng?.ged i n  p x t o r 9 . l  work. Sishops of Dioceses whlch want t o  
become s e l f - - r e l i a t ,  a re  tempted t o  push t h e  s i s t e r s  i n t o  s a l a r i e d  jobs. 
Has t h i s  problem been s t u d i e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y ?  

3. ITEM FORMS OF SERVICE 

a )  There a r e  some min i s t r i e s  and forms of e v s n ~ ~ l i z a t i o n ,  which we m q r  c a l l  
more o r  l e s s  newi snd which a r e  now open t o  women 3s wel l  as t o  men: 
- ca techc t ion l  work (,u: o ld  form of a p o s t o l a t e ,  but idhich has r ecen t ly  

rece ived a renewed a t t e n t i o n  and approcia t ion)  
- a p o s t o l i c  v i s i t 3 t i o n :  t h e  lonely ,  t h c  s i c k ,  t h e  dying, t h e  prisoners  . . . 

( a  t r a d i t i o n ? l  form of se rv ice  f o r  s i s t e r s ,  but rat he^ a l s o  be ing  
 dually t.&sn up by t h e  l a i t y )  

- zot ive  cont r ibut ions  t o  r e t r e a t s  xld s p i r i t u a l  s e s s ions  
- counsel l ing  
- t each ing  of r e l i g i o n ,  inc lud ing  theology 
- a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i ~ l  communications mcdiz. 

- animation of prayer m d  l i t u r g y  
- animation of Christix ccmmunities. 

In s e v e r a l  mission countries, these  m i n i s t r i e s  a re  a l ready he ing  tzken up  
by women, e spec ia l ly  s i s t e r s ,  but t h e  women's r o l e  i n  them should and 
could be g r e a t l y  i n c r e ~ s e d .  



b )  There a re  a l s o  new forms of serv ice  which emerge from t h e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  

o r  the  needs of s given p lace .  It seems i r r e l e v m t  t o  t h i n k  them out i n  

a  t h e o r e t i c a l  w a y .  

This accentuates  the  need f o r  a  s o d ,  even s c i e n t i f i c ,  and continual  analg 

sis of the  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  an analys is  which is o f t en  lacking.  Hence 
mmy people t r o t  on i n  a n  u n c r i t i c a l  w q ,  i n  the  o ld  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a c k ,  
o r  they jump wlthout discernment in to  <an apparextly new ( l a d  therefore  

excel lent  ! )  solu t ion .  Good discernment and evaluat ion i s  not t o  be l e f t  

only t o  highbrow s p e c i a l i s t s ;  i t  i s  a  necess i ty  f o r  a l l  who ,-re respor, 

s i b l e  f o r  providing s e r v i c e ;  including those  a t  t he  gr ,msroots  l eve l  of 

evangel iza t ion .  

c )  Yithout pretending t o  be 2 prophet ,  i t  i s  perh,aps pcss ib le  t o  foresee 

th ree  impor tmt  f i e l d s  where a new s t y l e  uld form of s e r v i c e  w i l l  be 
,asked f o r  and where women a l s o  w i l l  f i n d  scope f o r  ul ever  f u l l e r  commit- 

ment: - t h a t  of the  b z s i c  communities ,and the  team min i s t ry ,  
- t h a t  of the  promotion of j u s t i c e ,  

- t11,at of the  communications media. 

The promotion of j u s t i c e  may involvc var ious  forms c f  i n s e r t i o n  i n t o  the  

loca l  scenc: voluntary work, co l labora t ion  with na t iona l  progr~unmes, col- 
labor?,tion with UN agencies and o ther  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bodies ,  such as: 

- t h e  In te rna t ione l  Union of F m i l y  Organisations 

- t h e  liorld Union of Catholic  l.iomcns s  Organ id i sns  
- t h e  World Feder?.tion of Chr is t ian  Life C o m i t i e s  (former 

Soda l i t i e s  of Cur L ~ d y )  
- t h e  World Council of Churches m d  SODEPAX, c t c .  

d)  It scems u s e f u l  t o  s t a t e  a few ~ r i n c i p l e s  which would develop awareness, 
guide the  choices =and hclp  providc a  s o l i d  b,asis f o r  a sound col labora t ion .  

We would mention here: 

- - o o ~ r g s g o n s , ~ b i l i t ~ :  . . .~. those with va r ious  g i f t s  sllould work together  
-and complement caoh o t h e r ;  

- - su&s.Ldi,ls_it,c. never  do on highcr  l e v e l s  what can be done a t  a 
lower one ; 

- - - -  a :  - m y  min i s t ry  should be rooted i n  the  l o c z l  r e a l i t y ;  

- r e c o p i t L o n :  2 mini s t ry  hLas t o  be rcoognised and accepted by t h e  
community. In t h i s  context we wonder wh,y, a t  t imes ,  i t  i s  so  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  womm t o  accept women i n  p ~ s t o r a l  s e rv ice .  Is i t  
because of the  newness of the  ~ i t u ~ t i o n ?  It would be i n t e r e s t i n g  

t o  know the  experience of miss ionzr ies  i n  t h i s  r e g m d ,  e spec ia l ly  
i n  the  'yo.mg Churches' of developing cdunt r ies .  It o f t en  
zppeaxs t h a t  a good m-my i n h i b i t i o n s  have t o  be overcome. 

- - d e f i n i t i o n o f  roLeg: C-. c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  of the  r o l e  of the  p r i e s t  
on t h c  one hand, snd 3f  t h a t  of t h e  l a y  minis ters  on the  o ther  
seems n c c e s s u y  as  a s t ; t r t i ng  p a i n t .  



5. %DUCATION AND ONCOING FORMATION OF :rMl'IEN 
i n  view of new forms of s e r v i c e  

a )  _A genera l  g d g c ~ t i o n  based on a healthy and good Chr is t ian  a t t i t u d e  towards 
l i f e  . 

"Evangelization, from t h e  human point of view, r cqu i res  balanced 
persons, psychologically normal and sound, persons who a r e  f r e e  from 
f a l s e  i n h i b i t i o n s  and a l s o  from f a l s e  emancipations and who have achieved 
a human matur i ty ,  in which they f i n d  joy and r a d i a t e  i t .  Such persons 
w i l l  be bes t  prepared t o  e s t a b l i s h  and maintain peaceful and deep s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  both v i t h  t h e i r  fel low workers and those they encounter i n  
dialogue,  Christ ians and non-Christians . ' I   ole of '.lomen i n  Evangeliza- 

t i o n ,  VI) 
In t h i s  context it may be well  t o  consider  t h a t ,  be ing i n  a period of 

awakening self-consciousness, m a n y  women have d i f f i c u l t y  n o w a d w  m a i n -  
t a i n i n g  t h i s  balance. Each awakening f o r  which there  i s  no room, o r  too  
l i t t l e  room, tends t o  become emotional and even rebellious. This is a 

s i t u a t i o n  which asku f o r  our understanding. 

b )  k sound 2nd s o l i d  formation i n  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  l i tur~r and ca teches is .  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
"Upon, o r  b e t t e r  w i t h i n , t h i s  human b m e ,  must be b u i l t  an  in tense  api-  

r i t u a l  l i f e ,  a great  capaci ty  f o r  s o l i t u d e ,  f i l l e d  with l i v i n g  f z i t h ,  con- 
ve r sa t ion  with God, ~ n d  a s h w e ,  both contemplative m d  a c t i v e ,  i n  H i s  
p l m  f o r  t h c  redemption of the  world." (The Rolc of ?lomen i n  lkmgel iza-  
t i o n ,  VI) 

c )  - h - f u r t h e r  - - - s p e c i a ~ i ~ a ; i ~ n - i f  - - - possible i n  sub jcc t s  such a: 

- theology 
- sociology and mthropology 
- leadership  and s o u p  dynamics 
- m d  i n  genera l ,  t h e  ob ta in ing  of my profcss ienal  competence requi red  

by t h e  l o c a l  needs of t h c  moment, even i f  these  m e  perhaps not 
d i r e c t l y  pas tora l .  

Now, when speaking of 'education of women f o r  new forms o f  s e r v i c e ' ,  l e t  
u s  not exclus ively  th ink o f  r e l i g i o u s  women, but keep i n  mind in  a s p e c i a l  

w?y the  bigger and highly d i v e r s i f i e d  group of l a y  womcn who, by baptism, a r e  
ca l l ed  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  p:wtoral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Church, at l o c a l  
and world l e v e l .  

6. SONE THOUGHT-PROVOKING QUESTIONS 

For r e f l e c t i o n ,  we quote some of t h e  ques t ions  sent  t o  t h e  Bishops' Con- 
ferences i n  t h c  study-kit f o r  the  In te rna t iona l  :{omen's Year. (The Church 
,znd the  1:I.Y. pp.105 on.) 

' h i l e  r e , d i n g t h e s e  ques t ions ,  it m,ly be wel l  t o  remembcr t h a t  expa t r i a t e s  
owing t o  thc  changing scene i n  dcvelopine m u n t r i e s  need t o  be reL* today 

more thsn  i n  t h e  past  t o  t k e  second place 2nd even t o  withdraw when necessary 



In  other  words, l o t  us apply thesc  quest ions more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  the  s i t u -  
a t ion  of l o c a l  women, bc they  l a y  o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  and t o  t h e i r  r o l e  in evan- 
ge l iza t ion  today. 

a )  To what extent  do mmen, r c l i g i o u s  o r  l a y  persons, married o r  s i n g l e ,  
cont r ibute  t o  the  l i f e  of t h e  e c c l e s i a l  o o m m i t y :  - - - - -  

. i n  t h e  par ish  counci l?  

. i n  t h e  pas tora l  councils  o r  other  forms of consul ta t ion  a t  diocesan 
l c v e l ?  . i n  s p e c i a l  services:  catechesis  and catechumenatc? l i t u r g i c a l  ser- 
v i c e s ?  welfare work? ecumenical activities? e t c  .? 

b) Are women who hold pos i t ions  of responsibility in soc ie ty  ( i n  profess ional ,  
c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and. p o l i t i o a l  l i f e )  requested t o  place t h e i r  experience - - - - -  
and spec ia l i zed  howlcdgc a t  t h c  service  of the  Church's mission? In 
what forms? i ce  thesc women avai lable  f o r  such se rv ices?  Is t h e i r  ser-  
v ice  welcomed by the community? 

c )  t h a t  i s  t h e  ro le  of women i n  new types of groups: charismatic groups, - - - - - - - - - -  
groups involved in the  s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  bas ic  c o m i t i e s ?  h y  
o the r s?  

d )  Coos p-ep_aratLog - z o r  - - - Chr i s t i an  - - - marriae - - t a k e  in to  account t h e  evolution 
of t h e  s t a t u s  of women cnd does it encourage t h e  shar ing  of responsib i l i -  
t i e s ,  while t ak ing  i n t o  account the  concrete p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of each pa r tne r?  

e )  Jce women encour&ged t o  _aoquir_e g o s g  theo&ogizaL f o s d a 4 i x  Is t h i s  
encouraged i n  words o r  i n  p r a c t i c a l  w q p ?  ( o r g a n i s ~ t i o n  of courses with 
adapted. timc-tables , s tudy p m t s ,  c tc . ?  

f )  Do mmen p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h c  teac&ing-of - thgo&o& In what forms? With 
what r e s u l t s ?  

g) laen women a re  asked t o  undertake sc rv icc  involving r e a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
is t h i s  done as a concession o r  p r i v i l e g e ?  Is it only because t h e r e  are 
no men ava i l ab le?  O r  r a t h e r  because t h e i r  apt i tudes  are be ing recognised? 

Thc r e p l i e s  t o  t h i s  quest ionnaire genera l ly  s t a t e  t h a t  much is happening 

already,  but t h a t  much remains t o  be done. 

"Indced, it cannot be s a i d  t h a t  the  consecrated woman i s  everywhere f u l l y  
recogniscd s a person i n  he r  o m  right . . . It is c lea r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some 

progress i n  t h i s  d i rco t ion ,  but there  i s  s t i l l  nced fo r  f u r t h e r  education, 
information and c o m i c a t i o n  within t h e  Church. There is need a lso  f o r  
enguing formation,  i n  crclcr t o  f o s t e r  the  assumption by mmen; be they l a y  
o r  r c l i g i o u s ,  of effective r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the  aposto$&te and i n  new 
min i s t e r i a l  tasks." ( c f .  Tne Church and the  I.1i.Y. pp.112-3) 

To conclude, we quotc frsm t h e  C o m i q u B  issued by t h e  Pm African Con- 
ference of Third :JorldTh?Xb@ans, Accra, Ghana, 17-23 kcember 1978. (one 

qurtrtcr of the  dcle,-dtes wcrc women!) 



"VJe mcognize t h a t  African 1Aomcn have t.&en an ac t ive  r o l e  i n  
t h e  Church and i n  t h e  sheaing of our h i s t o r y .  ?hey have shown 
themsolves t o  be a coherent pa r t  of the  l ibe ra t ion  s t m g g l e .  mt 
we cannot i g o r e  t h e i r  exclusion from our past  theologica l  endeavours 
Thcreforc, the  f u t u r e  of African Theology must t ake  seriously t h e  
r o l e  of women i n  the  Church m equals  i n  t h e  d o n g  of theolew."  



FOR GXOUP DISCUSSION 

THE DEVELOPElENT OF MINISTRIES 

F'athers k e e n  and Blue a re  co-pa.s t~re of a l a r g e  p a r i s h  i n  nor-th- 

e a s t e r n  Braz i l .  The ,&rish has about 95,000 people i n  a  r:oor q u ~ t e r  of 
n  very  l n r i ; ~  c i t y .  ihout  t e n  per  cen t  of  t h e  pa r i sh ione r s  pr:~,ctj.ce f a i r l y  
r e e l a r l y ,  but %he ma jo r i t y  of t h e  people mxintain l i n k s  with t : ~ e  p a r i s h  

church on iy  f o r  bapt isms,  fune ra l s  &nd marriages. Since t h ~ 1 . e  a7.z S O  334. 
1 people,  bhese a x r a m e n t a l  func t ions  t ake  up a  l z g c  ~)311t #of the i i o  

p r i e s t s '  t i i o . ; .  P,ey a r e  both non-Brazilians,  members of an i n t e r n a ~ i o n a l  
r e l i g i o u s  order .  

Th? two p r i c s t s  spend much time prepar ing  v m i o n s  ceremonies. Thci r  

preaching  is cp-to-date, with amphasis on s o c i a l  j - ~ . s t i r c  and fai. lh commlt- 
ment . They havz i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  pa ren t s  of ~ler~ily- '~orn chil*en come t o  
two pre-baptisa i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a d  t h e y  hav- similar i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  en- 
gaged couples who wish t o  be married i n  t h e  p a r i s h  church. Tk.e people 
o f t e n  do not w d e r s t a n d  the  r e s o n  f o r  t h i s  i-eguln-tion, bu t  -l!?cy more o r  

l e s s  grudgingly coopara te .  The w r i s h  has tile 'ci'aditionai lg? s o c i e - t i e s ,  
mas t ly  concerned wi th  a c t s  o f  c h a r i t y .  Lay people he lp  w i t 3  "he v i s i t s t i o n  
of  t h e  sicl:! wi'ch i h e  p lanning  of t h e  Sunday l i t u r g i e s  a ~ d  they  ?.Is0 run 
t h r e e  sma l l  c,-apt sc:lools a.ttaohed t o  t h e  pa r i sh .  There a r e  ,several sma l l  
p raye r  p o u p s  i n  t h e  p e r i s h ,  encouraged. by the  p r i e s t s ,  ~ h o  m e  usual . ly  
too  busy t o  attcn.' t,he prayer  meetings. 

l!it:~in thc  3 a r i s h  a r e  t,,?o r e l i g i o u s  houses of  S i s t e r s .  Cic @GUT: of  
B r a z i l i a n  Sis-tero m s  a school  a long  f a i r l y  t r d i t i o r . a l  l i n e s .  L second 
group of  f s u r  S i s t e r s ,  a l l  f o re igne r s  belonging t o  nn in-:em?,tional con-- 

g rega t ion ,  and a p o u p  of l o c a l  l a y  women run a c l i n i c  +il?ioh is a l s o  2 

s o c i a l  welfare c e n t e r .  1.t l e a s t  t$m of  theso  sis-:srs ar.2 -'he laywomen 
would l i k e  t o  be more involved i n  a d i r e c t  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  p"r i sh ,  
but t h e  p r i e s t s  do no t  know how t o  res2or.d -:o thi.9 d s i r e .  

Fa ther  yell or,^ i s  sen t  as a  t h i r d  mem5ar of' thci pas toya l  t o m .  I f t e r  

l i v i n g  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  a  month, he t e l l s  :he o the r  p r i e s t s  t h a t  hc would 
l i k e  t o  devoto !limself t o  bu i ld ing  up small  C h r i n t i m  l i f e  commni t ies  
w i th in  t h e  ps r i sh .  This new p a s t o r a l  approach is a p e e d  t g  bp -;he o t h e r  

p r i e s t s ,  although t h e r e  i s  some resentment tha'; Yellobi 1ii.11 no3 bz l e s s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o?dlr.ary 2 a s t o r a l  cram. 

F a t t e r  ' i e l c ~  ' j e ~ i n s  n Zrqyer group. (t) which asks  i - b s  nenbers t o  go 

beyond t h e  ~:eokly >ra,xer meeting and t o  share some o f  t h e i r  -lirr? :and t h e i r  
means so  t ! ~ t  -:he nuclous of a t r u e  f a i t h  conmuni~cy may ~ a d u a l l y  ~ - . ~ o l v e .  
The group r~x-lcr toe?-2% a PJGW Testament s t r u c t u r e  of  e l d c r s .  Tzthsr  
Yellow a l s o  b e i n s  t o  mett with another  groilp ( B )  which h-2 s ' m t e d  a year  



before he cme t o  t h e  p ~ x i s h .  This group i s  made up l a r g e l y  of young 
people, s tudents  o r  ex-students, most of them 13mxist influenced,  who 
l i v e  i n  a f a v e l l a ,  while t r y i n g  t o  serve the poor. Father  Yellow's in- 

f luence  i n  the  g o u p  moves them t o  begin d iscuss ing t h e  New Testament 
and, eventual ly,  t o  common prayer. In evening Vesper se rv ice ,  conducted 

i n  the  s t r e e t s  of t h e  f a v e l l a  before a sha r ing  of supper with the  :?oar, 

becomes a >art o f  t h e  community's l i f e .  

After  a year  and a ha l f  of Father Yellow's min i s t ry ,  two events occur 
which force  a t n e  of c r i s i s  i n  t h e  ?mish :  

1) Group ,; requests t h a t  one of i t s  e l d e r s  be ordained a deacon. Father  
Blue and Father Green agree t o  a>proach the Blshog and ask h i s  per- 
mission, i f  t he  man chosen f o r  the  g r o w  w i l l  @ through a r e g u l a -  
course of theologica l  pre?aration f o r  future deacons and w i l l  be 
ordained f o r  the  e n t i r e  par ish  and not jus t  f o r  t h e  group. The man 
t o  be ordained agrees ,  but r e l u c t a n t l y ,  because he has had only two 
yea r s '  schooling. 

2) Grouy B asks t h a t  s e v e r a l  of i t s  leaders  be commissioned by Fzther  
Yellow i n  a community ccremony which w i l l  o f f i c i a l l y  acknowled@ t h e  
a o s i t i o n  of min i s t ry  they have gradually achieved i n  the  c o m i t y .  
These leaders not  only d i r e c t  t h e  o rd inmy l i f e  of t h e  group; they  
a l so  lead it i n  ilrayer. The group oocasionally has a kind of memorial 
cornmion se rv ice ,  and they hcar  one another ' s  f a u l t s ,  s i n s  and 
f a i l i n @  and they forgive  eaoh o the r .  'I"ncy do not c a l l  these ac t iv -  
i t i e s  'sacraments' , but they do r e l y  on them t o  nur ture  t h e i r  com- 
m a 1  and r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  

Fzthers  Blue -and Green th ink t,he Bishol) should be brought in to  a 

commissioning cercmony, and they quest ion the  religious ~ r a c t i c e s  of t h e  

group. They also quest ion the  1,larxist trsde-union a c t i v i t i e s  of some 
members of the group, inc luding one of the  le?.ders. Eiut the  request from 
Crow2 B h3s moved Fathers  Blue and Green t o  a k  themselvos whether o r  not  
they might request :?ermission t o  commission some of t h e  more ac t ive  l a y  

leaders  i n  the ~ ~ i s h  i t s e l f ,  o r  even t h e  s i s t e r s .  They m o  unsure how 
t o  do t h i s  o r  what f u r t h e r  obl iga t ions  comnissioning would i m ~ l y .  Mould 
t!lis be a :)emanent mandate? Ibuld t h e  p c o ~ l e  commissioned be ava i l ab le  
f o r  se rv ice  outside t h e i r  g o u p  o r  even outside the  pa r i sh?  Once cm- 

missioned, would the S i s t e r s ,  f o r  e x m ~ l e ,  r e a l l y  bc able  t o  do more than 

they a r e  now doing o r  be more f u l l y  a t  t h e  service  of t h e  c o r m i t y ?  

@ a s t i a n s  f o r  d iscuss ion fol low, 



The ikvelopment of linistries in Local EccLesial G o d t i e s :  I; Case Study 
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~UESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

Since the re  does e x i s t  a  ~ l u r a l i s m  of models within this large Braz i l i an  

~ a r i s h  ( o r  i n  say o the r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s t m c t u r e s ) ,  why do you t h i n k  
t h a t  both grou?s d i r e c t e d  by Father  Yellow have requested the need f o r  
l o c a l  minis ters ,  whereas the  1 a s r  i x r i s h  d id  no t?  In a concrete pas- 
t o r a l  s i t u a t i o n  should the re  be a plural ism of models? 

2. How can women members o f  ce r t a in  t r a d i t i o n a l  l a y  s o d a l i t i e s  be led  t o  
an awareness of t h e  :>otent ia l i ty  of l a y  min i s t r i e s?  To what ex ten t  can 
r e l i g i o u s  women be more ac t ive  i n  t h e  v i t a l  l i f e  of t h e  local  Chr i s t i an  
community, es)ocia l ly  i f  they a re  t r a i n i n g  women l eaders ,  s ing le  o r  

married, so t h a t  these  women w i l l  cont r ibute  - s > i r i t u a l l y ,  c u l t u r a l l y  
and/or s o c i a l l y  - t o  the growing ac t ive  l i f e  of t h e  e c c l e s i a l  com- 
munity? 

3. 14here Ivlasxist p o u 2 s  do e x i s t ,  and where the re  may be a p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
working with these  groups, what types  of ca teche t i ca l  approaches should 

be doveloped t o  kee;, t he  f a i t h f u l  informed and a t  t h e  same time t o  work 

with the  lc!arxist groups i n  a v iab le  manner? How can t h e  l i f e  s t y l e s  
requi red  by Basxist  s o c i e t i e s  o r  Marxist-influenced groups lead t o  t h e  
deve1o~mor.t of e f f e c t i v e  Chr is t ian  min i s t r i e s  by t h e  p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  
and l a y  nersons l i v i n g  i n  such s o c i e t i e s ?  

4. In ;irepasing f o r  t h e  mission of t h e  f u t u r e ,  it would seem t h a t  t h e r e  
should be a very c lose  col labora t ion  between t h e  c l e rgy ,  r e l ig ious   la^ 
l eaders  and the bishops. In  he lp ing  t o  get t h e  l a i t y  t o  assume i t s  
r i g h t f u l  3lac.e i n  t h e  bui ld ing up of the  loca l  e c c l e s i a l  c o m i t i e s  i n  

concrete s i t u a t i o n s ,  what t n e  of col labora t ion  i s  needed i n  order  t h a t  
a  t r u e  formation at a l l  s tages of t r a i n i n g  might be given t o  the  c l e rgy ,  
r e l i g i o u s  and tho  l a i t y ?  
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SZIDS SEXdIitfiR DISCUSSION GROUTS 

SYNTHESIS 03' DISCUSSION REPORTS 

from Groups 5,6,7,8 & 9 

fiSTIgN 1 Plural ism of models of  min i s t ry  i#-'l- - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
- Yes, t h e r e  should be a p lura l i sm of m i n i s t e r i a l  models i n  any concrete  

p a s t o r a l  s i t u a t i o n :  

a )  This plural ism is understood i n  terms of  t h e  needs of various com- 
, m n i t i e s  a d  t h e  g i f t s  of i nd iv idua l s  ab le  t o  serve  t h e s e  needs. 
There e x i s t s  a  p l u r a l i t y  of needs;  t h e r e  should be a p l u r a l i t y  of  

rosponscs.  This " se rv ice  of humal needs" approach t o  minis t ry  is 
con t ra s t ed  with i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  o r  s e rv ice  predetermined i n  
i t s  form by f ixed  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h ~  Church. 

b)  at o l d  s t r u c t u r e s  cannot be j u s t  t o r n  apa r t .  Time i s  needed f o r  
changes of  a t t i t u d e  and f o r  consciousness r a i s i n g .  All  p a r t i e s  need 
t o  come toge the r  f o r  dialogue and mutual apprec ia t ion  i n  eaoh min- 
i s t e r i a l  context .  

c )  How f o s t e r  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a  more a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  min i s t ry  

by everyone? Only by p n r t i c i p a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

a )  ?!hat counts is t h a t  needs a r e  met, no t  who does it - whether wonen, man, 
r e l i g i o u s  o r  lw person. 

b) Baptism i s  a s u f f i c i e n t  b a s i s  f o r  e x e r c i s i n g  minis t ry  according t o  t h e  

personal  charism and a b i l i t y  of t he  bapt ized  person. should be in- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  consequences and r ami f i ca t ions  of t h e i r  baptismal con- 
s e c r a t i o n .  

c )  IIorc p r a c t i c a l l y ,  some means t o  include women more a c t i v e l y  i n  minis t ry  
would be: 

- s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  framework of t r a d i t i o n a l  s o d a l i t i e s  
- f-lmily-centered programs, again i n  t h e  context  of t r a d i t i o n a l  

societies ( i n c l u d i n g  family catec: lesis)  
- me om an t o  woman evangel iza t ion  
- experiments with new forms of consecrated l i f e .  

I - - - Cgopratign-wit& F q x i s t s -  

a )  Dis t inguish  - cooperat ion i n  an o f f i c i a l l y  ba rx i s t  s t a t e ,  where t h e r e  is 
l i t t l e  r e l i g i o u s  freedom and no cooperat ion i s  des i r ed ,  except occas iona l ly  
i n  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ;  - and cooperation with Marxist groups i n  a  non- 
Isxxist soc ic ty .  In t h e  l a t t e r  case ,  it i s  poss ib le  t o  look at people 
f i r s t ,  whether they  a r e  I Ia rx is t s  o r  n o t ,  and some common ground can be had 
i n  t h e  f i g t : ~  aga ins t  i n j u s t i c e .  



b) hk need objec t ive  information, education on Marxist t a c t i c s ,  a usable 
vocabulary - i f  t he re  i s  t o  be any ca teches is  i n  terms understandable 
t o  1:arxists. Above a l l ,  we need t o  calm our fe,ws of Narxists  and of 
being c a l l e d  Marxist. In s h o r t ,  wc need experience i n  t h i s  area.  

c )  Therefore, we need 'br idge people ' ,  ab le  t o  en te r  trm worlds and pa r t i -  
cip2te as filly as poss ib le  i n  each. 
Ideal: an experienced c z t e c h i s t  who understands t h e  Narxis ts  .md l i v e s  
l i k e  them, speaks t h e i r  language, ye t  maintains h i s  Chr i s t i an  i d e n t i t y ,  
cooperates only u n t i l  h i s  pr inc ip les  might be compromised and i s  not 

a i n g  t o  be used by 1.lilrxist.s f o r  t h e i r  own ends. 

- Greater col labora t ion  i s  poss ib le  i f  t h e r e  is: 

a )  Dialogue - among a l l  groups ( l o c a l s ,  fo re igners ,  e t c . ) ;  

b) ;in a t t i t u d e  of discernment - i . e .  no hard and f a s t  preconceived notions 
of r o l e s  m d  min i s t r i e s  and service  c a p a b i l i t i e s ;  

c )  Some ongoing formation - f s r  those now min i s t e r ing  (c.g. Fathers  Blue mcl 
Green), some opportunity t o  be exposed t o  new theologies of priesthood 
-and minis t ry ,  some means of choosing and t r a i n i n g  minis ters  from the  
loca l  o s m m i t y ,  some method of allowing l o c a l  groups t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
the  au thor i ty  of the  Church i t s e l f ;  

d)  id1 t h i s  can load t o  new ~ a s t o r a l  p rac t i ce  m d  comprcl~ensive pas to ra l  
p luming ;  e.g. parents  catechizing t h e i r  own chi ldren ,  temporxy min- 
i s t e r s  f n r  small groups, l o c a l  C l ~ i s t l ~ n  mimat ian  teams, e t c .  

GZ?ERI& zOl$!lJJx on thzse responses: - - -  
iJl the groups seemed t o  approach t h e  questi.in of minis t ry  by speaking 
d f  needs mcl responses t o  needs,  thereby s ides tepping t h e  t r a d i t i d n a l  
theology of orders  which speaks of s t a t e s  of l i f e  in t h e  Church. Is 
t h i s  purely functi.3nal approach ,adequate t o  t h e  Church's present  self-  
underst sncling? 



SDITNSE des DISCUSSIONS 

(groupes 1 ,2 ,3 ,  & 4) 

QKGSTIOM 1 - Pluralisme .~. - - - - - - - - - - - 
- La demande du groupe A e s t  n a t u r e l l e  e t  devra i t  Btre accept6e. 

-. Pluralisme? - hi 
s) I1 fau t  s e  r agpe le r  que plural isme ne veut pas d i r e  'mod81es1 ul 

p l u r i e l .  On d o i t  accepter  ce qu i  s o r t i r a  de l a  c r 6 a t i v i t 6  de l a  

base ,  ou des groupcs. In casu ,  l a  grande pa ro i s se  n ' e s t  pas 
c rBa t r i cc ,  e l l e  e s t  consommatricc. 

b) Cela suppose une c e r t a i n e  formation chez l e s  pas t eu r s  Bleu, Vert e'i 
J a m e .  Parfois  l c s  tens ions  sont  plus grandes au s e i n  du c l e rg5  
qu 'au s e i n  du peuple de Dieu. 

c )  On d o i t  s f a t t e n d r e  & des probl8mes: 
-- du cctd de 113vhque ( a u t o r i t e  en &nBral).  @ e l  r 6 l e  

l ' a x t o r i t B  jonc-t-el le  - se rv ice  de l a  communion ( r 6 l e  du 
consoil  p a s t o r a l )  ou bien gardienne farouche du plus grand 
denominat c u r  commn? 

- La crdat ion  dc p e t i t s  groupes es t -e l le  susceptible de f a i r e  
Bvoluer l a  c o w n a u t d ?  

- ProblBme dc l a  cont inui t6  des i n i t i a t i v e s .  

QUESTION 2 - L!inist8res/~emmes - - - 
a )  AIDIGUITE du terme rn in is thre ,  C r e s t  l a  simple Qvolut ion  du language ou 

bion une nouvellc r 6 a l i t B ?  Los tcrmes charisme, vocat ion  pcrsonncl lc ,  
leadership, sont tous  mE16s. 

b)  ACCORD ccpcndant pour l c  comprcndrc en terme de scrv iccs :  
qu i  r@pondent B dcs bcsoins,  
qui  sont  rcconnus par  l a  communaut6, c t  
qu i  conf8reilt unc ce r t a ine  autonomie. (La r e l i g i e u s e  n ' c s t  pas 
dBpcndante dn cure .  La depcndance c s t  vuc p lus  dans la  l ignc:  
d8pendance dc l a  pas to ra l e  ecc lBs ia l c  .) 

L a  r c l i g i e u s c  expat r i6c  cn l i a i s o n  avcc l c s  fcmmes du pays peut a i d c r  & 
fair: prcndrc conscicncc des bcsoins de l a  conuir3nautB, 

c )  3CLS  dc l a  m?@: -. il no f a t  pas l c  v o i r  en termc de suppldancc mais dc 
complBmcntarit6. 

- il f a u t  t c n i r  conpte du mil ieu,  poser  i n  question: 
L'Rglisc s u i t  ou e s t  moteur? Kotcur - o u i ,  rnais pas 
cn plsquant dcs ministhres q u ' e l l e  a concus, ne i s  cn 
s u s c i t a n t  l'cngagemcnt des fcmmes dans l c u r  mi l ieu  
sc lon  l e s  besoins decouvcrts.  



1) Soci6te qui n ' c s t  p x  marxiste dans l'ensemble. Le rnarxisme p m f i t e  du - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - 
plurslisrne. 51 y a besoin de: 

- information s u r  l e  Marxifime 
- catechkse personnalis te  qui debouche s u r  la promotion de l'homme 

( ~ u s t i c c  Sociale)  dvls  
- nouvcau sxyle de v i c  ( v i n e  l a  pauvret6 - pas de c r a i n t e )  
- cornmunicaticn c n t r e  Bleu, Ccrt e t  J2unc (cntentc  - union) 
- nssurer une c e r t a i n c  l i a i s o n  c n t r e  'grande pa ro i s se '  e t  l e s  groupes 

par  dcs pcrsonnes acceptables aux deux. ( ~ e l a  suppose entente e n t r e  
Bleu, Vert c t  .Tame.) L ' lo t ion  cn faveur des p m e s  nc do i t  pas 
Zt re  taxee de rnarx:srno. 

- col labora t ion  pose un problkmc: 
On a assee d1exp8riencc qui  prouvo 11incompat ib i l i t6 .  Le 
Chr6tien s c r a  bouff6. 

, ALQRS - r e f u s ?  D6claration m d6part: co l labora t ion  o u i ,  rn-zis 
nous nc serons jamais s u r  l a  mGme longueur C'onde. Nous pouvons 
collaborer  mais qu'on sachc au d6pai-t que . . . . OU EIELN - p m i  do l ' n i s t o i r o ?  On f a i t  route ensemble e t  on f a i t  
l o  p a r i  quo l e s  marxistes peuvent w s s i  changer. 

- ProblBrne d'unc nouvollc accul tura t ion  - c f ,  K O  Dinn - Cat6chkse des 
c n f m t s  qui auront 6t6s endoctr ines depuis l e  debut .  

- '2aroissc t r a d i t i o n n e l l e  & conscrvcr. 

QUESTION 4 - col labora t ion  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
- La p o s s e  quest ion:  qui  decide du moilleur s e r v i c e  de 1 'Egl ise  darts 

une s i t u a t i o n  donnee? 

- Ltinsist:mcc s u r  l ' c s p r i t  dc corps ( c e l a  pose l c  probl&mc: plural isme 
c t  a n i t @ )  

- Re1igi~ 'uscs ne dcvrnient  pas Z t re  H ce point s u r c h a r & c ~  qu ' e l l e s  ne 
puissent  plus p a r t i c i p e r  B r i e n ,  & aucune a c t i v i t 6 .  

( ~ a l y  Neven, P.A. ) 
X X X X X *  



EmCUTIVE SECRETAX'S REPORT 

June 1977 - Cecembrr 1977 

In view of t h e  amount of m a t e r i a l  presented, t h e  & e m t i v e  Gorranittee 
decided t h a t  it would be wel l  t o  continue t h e  d iscuss ion  on t h e  
t h r e e  topice  of Farxism, Human Rights and t h e  Changing Role of Women 
f o r  t h e  January Seminar. 

730 copies of t h e  ! lay  Seminar Report have been d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a 
v a r i e t y  of  cF.urch and s e c u l a r  organiza t ions .  

Considerable i n t e r e s t  has been expressed i n  t h e  t o p i c  proposed f o r  
t h e  June 1978 Seminar on t h e  'Ecumenical Concept of Mission ' .  

2. CONT:,CTS WITH MEMBER IITSTITUTES 

Ncai-ly a l l  the  Sedos Members have been v i s i t e d  a d  contac ts  have 
been made with f i v e  congregations who have expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  
jo in ing  Sedos . 
Vis i to r s  t o  Sedcs 
k r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  we have had approximately 60 v i s i t o r s ,  t h e  t o t a l  
f o r  t h e  yea r  ho ing  130. 

Requests f o r  information du r ing  t h i s  period t o t a l l e d  :62. In 

regard  t o  these  r eques t s  some only  requi re  t h e  xeroxing of an 
a r t i c l e  while o t h e r s  may r e q u i r e  looking up m a t e r i a l  c r  f i n d i n g  out 
information from o the r  organia&t ions .  Some reques t s  are  on-going 
and we supply m a t e r i a l  on a. t c p i c  as i t  comes i n .  Some of  the  groups 
t o  whom we have suppl ied  m z t e r i a l  m e :  tho FIBC, t h e  Catechet ica l  
Centre i n  Hong ICcng, a p ro jec t  on PIwxism i n  i J r i c a ,  e t c .  

4. Trn BULLETIN 

i t  present  we a r e  p r i n t i n g  610, an inc reme  of 175 s i r o c  Sc~ tcmber .  
.; request t o  o v e r s e s  subsc r ibe r s  t o  pay postage cos t s  has con- 
t r i b u t e d  approximately 200.000 Li re  t o  postage c o s t s .  

Several  mcmbers have cont r ibuted  ma te r i a l  [ a r t i c l e s ,  reviews and 
r e p o r t s  of meetings) t o  the b u l l e t i n .  

We have d iscussed  t h e  inc lus ion  of  documentation l is ts  and would 
l i k e  t o  know i f  general  lists c r  documentation l is ts  on s p e c i f i c  
t o p i c s  a re  more h e l p f i l .  



5. MEETINGS HELD 

5.1 South Africa - t w u  meetings wi th  a t o t a l  number of 46 p a r t i c i p s n t s .  

5.2 Honn Kong - 8 p a r t i c i p u l t s .  

5.3 Braz i l  - 28 p m t i o i p m t s .  

5.4 Primary Iiealth Care - One meeting with 20 p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

5.5 Preparatory meetings f o r  t h e  Janua-y Seminar 

llarxism - two meetin@ with a t o t a l  of 13 p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

Chmging Role of !Gomen - t1m meetings with a t o t a l  of  13 p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

Hwnvl Rights - t h r e e  meetings with a t o t a l  of  50 pa r t i c ipan t s .  

In t h i s  period 12 meetings have been he ld  involving 178 p a r t i c i p a n t s .  
45 oongregatians were represented.  

6. OTHER LCTIVITITE 

6.; Revision of t h e  S ta tu te s  by t h e  Lkecctive Committee 

6.2 S t a t i s t i c s  on Sedos Personnel 

6.3 Pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  t h e  Symposium on t h e  Formation of Missionaries 
Today a t  t h e  Urban Univzrsi ty 

6.4 Pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  a Renewal idcrkshop f o r  the  S i s t e r s  of Charity of 
Ti lburg 

6.5 1.n evaluat ion of the  Sedos-Agrirnissio Consultation Service 

7 .  COXT,:CTS ?II'PII OTHER GROUPS 

The Ekecutive Sec re ta ry  is a member of t h e  Counoil of 18, Commission V I  
and EDUC International. There have been contacts  with Multi-Media, t h e  
I n s t i t u t e  of Inter-Cultural  Affairs ,  t h o  USG and t h e  UISG. 
Through v-arious meetings the re  has been ccntact  with: 

- F;3C - PRO. P.TLTNDI VITIi 

- The GILBL I n s t i t u t e  - The h t e r n a t i o n a l  i ~ s o c i a t i o n  of  
- INODEP IEss ion  Studies  
- UmSCO - Confsrenoe on Sociologr of Religion 
- I t iss ion I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  - Dutch Bishops' Conference 

Unlv. of Uppsala 



Tha Committoe mct f i v e  t imes dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  Considerable time was 
given t o  t h e  r cv i s ion  of t h e  S t a t u t e s ,  

!.le are  g r a t e f u l  t o  F?. ?. Divmkar,  s j ,  who has s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  Fr. b z B  
on the Committee. He arr.ang?d f o r  t h e  members t o  hear a t a l k  by f i t h e r  

r!euner, s j ,  on 1:ission Theclogy and t o  meet with Mr Robinson on funding 
of development g r o j e c t s .  

9. THE rnTLIRE 

1 )  The Juna  ~ e r n i n m / k n e r a l  Assembly - Planning f o r  t h i s  should begin - - -. .- .- - - - -. -. - -- - - - - -- 
immediately. The General hsscmbly will bc asked t o  suggest names f o r  

a planning committee. 

2 )  The bcumcnta t ion  Centre - It would scem advisable t o  s c t  up a perman- - - - . - -- - - -. - - - - 
ent  committee t o  make recommendations conccrning t h e  development of 
t h i s  p a r t  of the  Scdos e n t e r p r i s e .  

3) Tr.e H c a l t : ~  Serles  - A t o t a l  of th ree  l e c t u r e s  w l l l  be given t h i s  yea r  on - - - - - - - - - 
Flission: b c s  It Include Health Care? YL a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  Medical 
S i s t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  contribution t o  t h i s  t o p i c  on bchalf of a l l  mission- 

a r i e s  - medical and non-medical. 

3 )  South Afr ica  - :.re w i l l  continue thcsc  m e e t i n s  as the  need o r  specia l  - - - - - - -  
occasion a r i s e s .  

5 )  Coilabcrat ion with Multi-Ncdia - on f i lms  of  l n t e r e s t  t o  missionaries .  - - - - .- - - - .- -. .- -- .. .. - 
6)  Other t o p i c s  - I n t c r n a t i c n a l  W n c i e s ,  China, ret i rement  and change of  - - -. - - - 

apos to l&te  of  missionary personnel a r e  a few topics  which have been 

mentioned. 

- &ring  t h i s  pericd Miss Peggy Poole ccnscd employment and returned t o  

the  S t a t e s .  IiIrs I u i s a  Cuturi  took over  hcr  du t i e s .  

- Miss Ph i l ippa  ',koldridg\: re turned t o  her  former pos i t ion  a t  the  Ccneral- 

~ t e  of t h c  Christ ian Brothers .  bliss Char lo t te  Veit is now working part-  
time i n  t h e  documantstion cen t re .  

- Mrs. Plargarst V i l l a  was eml>loyod on a part-time bas i s  from 12th May t o  

7th J u l y ,  1977, i n  t h e  documentation c e n t r e .  

- The p r s sen t  s t a f f  cons i s t s  of:  S c c r c t a r i a t  - Miss Ann Ashford and Mrs 
L i s a  Cuturi :  Ibcumcntation C a t r e  - Sr .  ilgnctta and Niss Charlot te  Vei t .  

11. On t h i s  occasion wc wish t o  thank: - - - .- .- - - .. - - - - .. -. .. - - 
- Thc SVD Fathers &id Drothcrs ~17.0 have been so he lp fu l  dur ing  t h e  pas t  yaa r .  

- The C h r i s t i m  Brothers f o r  t h z i r  : l o sp i tn l i ty  and c f f i c i c n t  scrv ioc  dur ing  
t h e  Scdos : ~ s c m b l i i s .  

- The Idliitc Fathers ~ . n d  Brct!lers f o r  t : ~ e i r  help on f i n a n c i a l  matters 

- Tl~o m a n y  gencrzlates  who h a s t  the  var ious  S d o s  meetings. 




