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In this bulletin we are printing twe more articles in preparation
for the General Assembly on 1st December. These will serwve as back-
ground matcerial for the-Assemblytopic: inculturation.

The Preparatory Committee (Fr. Lang,mm, Fr. Lozé,sj, & Sr. Mary
Motte,fmm) has been busy gathering material and arranging speakers.
They are also planning to hold two preparatory meetings « the first
was on 14th October, and the second will be held in November.

The Health Group (Chairman - Sr. Francis Webster,scrmn—-m) has
also been active and has arranged a series of talks and discussions
to be held in 1976/77. The topic is Responsible Parenthood and the
group would like to stress that the series will cover a variety of
aspects of this topic and should be of intcrest to members of both
men's and women's congregations, medical and nonemedical personncl.
Sce ps 334 for morc details.

For many of you who know Jack Meko, you will be interested to
know he is now teaching at Notre Dame International School. SEDCS
is cxtremely grateful for the fine contribution he made as a member
of the staff.

Sr. Joan Delaney,MM
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REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE SCCRETARY
e T

During the summer, I spent some time in Curope and the States contacting
various organizations to see how we could cooperatc with them, and finding out
what aspects of their work would be uscful to SEDOS members,

In Geneva I visited the SODEPAX Office and met the new Secrctary, Father
Fe Lucal, sj, and Rev, Tschuy. At the International Labour Office, I met Father
Joblin, sj. All groups expressed their interest in the work of SEDOS.

In Brusscls, at the Pro Mundi Vita Offices, I met Father Kerkhofs, the
Director, and Father Digan of their FPar Bast desk. Fr. Digan, recently returned
from a visit to China, was in the midst of preparations for a meeting of the
C.E.C.C. (Catholiecs in Furope Concerned with China). This took place from 1st
to 3rd October in Bruges. I also had a short visit to UNDA, the Catholic Com—
rmunications Commission.

Mensignor Molan of the Near Dast Burcou in Iew York took time to explain
the work of his orgonization to me., In Washington, DC., I mct with Father Bella-
gamba and Sister fumc Gormlcy of the U.S.Mission Council. The Council has drawn
up a very fine operation plan which I would be happy tc sharce with anyone inter—
esteds, The Council is interecsted in tho work of lission Councils in Curope and
in a possible meeting of the personnel comiccted with such groups. I1If a member
of your Institute is involved in Mission Council work in DBurope, I would apprcci-—
ate hearing about their activities.

CelisRofe (Contre for fipplicd Rescarch in the Apostolate) was enother
group visited in Washington. Thoy, too, cxpressed a great willingness to co-
opcrate with SEDOS. Other visits were to the Pricstly Formation Commission, the
Leadership Conference of YWomen Religious and the Conference of Major Superiors
of Hen (Bro. Thomas ilore sent regards to his GOCDOS friends) and the Overscas
Devclopment Council, an independent, non-profit, non—government organization
secking to increasc fimerican uwnder~tanding of problems faced by the developing
countrics.

If ony SEDOS member is intcrested in more iaformation about any of the
offices, please either ring me ( 57.,13.50 } or drop in to see mc at the Sccretar=—

iat,
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REPORT ON IDETINGS (TTENDED BY THE DXGCUTIVE SLCRETARY
R T

1. FRO i'UNDI VITA SENINAR & GENDR/.LL ASSDIBLY - Lachen, B=10 Sept. 1976

The Seminar centred around the tension which can arise between pastoral
and socio=cconomic work in the Church. The inability to distingquish clearly
between these two arcas of work was raised znd the ensuing discussion betwecen
missioners and represcentatives of the funding cgencies was stimulaoting and
vnrluable to both groups.

The second topic dealt with the role of information in the work of devel-
opment, There was some discussion of the nced for a Christian terminology to
describe our view of reality in view of the currcent reliance on Marxist termino-
logy cven in Christian circles,

Pro Nundi Vita intends te continuc its cxcellent scrics of in=depth
studies on the Church in viarious countries, sco there would appcar to be no
recason for SEDOS to duplicate this service. Time did not allow a detajiled dise
cussion of areas of cooperation, but it would appear that SEDOS might have a
role to play in the orcea of information about secular internationnl agencies
(the need for us to go beyond the 'Church! world wos mentioned often during the
conference)s It might be useful to know more ~bout Pro liundi Vita*s arrange—
ments for institutional collaboration.

2e ECMINICALL PRAYEDR CONFERENCE FOR REOLIGIOUS WOIIEN =~ Tournsi, Bclgium
7=10 July 1976

The confercnce was sponsored by KAIRE, 'an interdemominational group of
women who share o commor ¢~lling to the Church'. It was attended by about 65
religious from the Coptic, Greck Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic Churches
along with Lutheran, finglicon and Mcthodist deaccnesses. The programme included
bible study, prayer scrvices and discussion. it was an-idvaluable spportunity teo
shore spiritunl insights, not only with o varicety of religious women but with
religious from Bastern Durope os wells An interesting account of the history of
the host congregation (the Sisters of $t. fndré, founded in 1231), a tour of
Tournai Cathcdral, along with visits to Solcilmont (A Cistercian Monnstery), and
Chovetogne (a Benedictine Centre for the study of the Greek Ritc) grcatly cn-
richcd the cxpericnce.

While one was deeply impressced by the good will and fricendship of those
participating, similarities among the religious traditions rather them differ-
¢nces were stresscd, giving one a slight fecling that it was a bit unrealistic.

Scveral of the participants had just come from a Diakonia Confcerence
which had been held in Framce., It was intcresting to note, that while in some
of the Protecstant denominations the office of dcaconess had developed, the role
of the 12y mrke deacon has not, and the Cathelic revival of this postion is of
gre~t interest to thom.

] . . . Sistcr Joon Delancy, MM
(Informatlon on these conferences is availrble in

my office)



SEDOS 76/334
SEDOS HEALTH GROUP
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Programme for 1976/77 Theme

RESPONSIBLE PARENTHOOD
S K IR NN R U SR N IR TR )

At the UN meeting in Bucharest

in 1974 & at other mectings, '"WE ARE NO LONGER INTERESTED IN FMAMILY

gspokesmen for Planned Parent— PLANNING., WHAT WE WANT IS FERTILITY
hocd International & for the HANAGEMENT, AND TEAT NBANS CONTRACEPTION,
USA Dept. of Health, Education STERILIZATION AND ABORTICN,."

& Wlelfare hove stated thats=

L R

~ How do we os missionarices respond to this

position?
In view of this startling
statement, we need to ask -~ How can wc contribute to the attainment
oursclves ;= of this goal of 'Respensible Farenthood'?

- Is our contributicn important? Effcctive?

O K M N

- i talk on
RUSFONSIBLLE: PARENTHOOD

In an effort to addrcss = by Dr. He X L AU S
these issues, the followin
sues, g ~ 15th NOVEMTER at 4 PM.

programme is being planned s
- Medical Mission Srs. Generalate

ve di Villa Troili 32

* % R X

Born in Vienna, Austria, Dr. Klaus carned B.A. & l.D. degrecs ot the University of
Louiaville. After a residency in patholegy ~t Massachusctts Genernl Heospital & in
obstetrics & gynccology at St. Louis Haternity Hospital, Dr. Klaus was Chicf OB/GYN
ot two hospitals in Pakistan & thon assistont prefcssor in Ob/Cyn at 5t. Louis School
of Medicine. In 1975 ~t the invitation of the Bishops of Xenya, Dre Klaus spent time
there in the promotion of the Billings Method of Natural Family Plhmming. DPrésently
Dr. Xlaus is Director of Obstetrics & Gynecology at St. Froncis Hospital, 'ichita,
Xansns.

FUTURE TALKS; January -~ THEOLOGY OF RESTONSIBLE PARENTHOOD
Iicrch ~ INTEGRATION OF SEXUALITY & SIIRITUALITY
Ma ~ LPULICLTION OF THOSE T/LXS & DISCUSSIOIE TO UR LPOSTOLATE

&

#*OR KK K KK
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CEVAL - ROME SEINAR - November 25-26-27, 1976

S5ND General:.te, Via della Stazione Aurelia 95, Rome, Italy
naximum of 35 ~ in religious leadership positions
English

Brian Hall, Diane Iall, Fr. Benjamin Tonna, Fr. Alfred Darmanin, 87,
Fr. Tom Stransky

How the conscientization process works at the higher religious
leadership levels - an experience ins

a) on-going formation

b) leading by discerning
Tools for conscientization: Ieading by Discerning

Unit 1: Value conscientization, formation and discernment
Tools for Integral Human Develoment
The Discerning Process
Exercise: World 2000

Unit 2¢ A conf{luent theory of Values

Unit 3+ Guilt and death
Celebration and Resurrection
Exercis Guilt and consciousness teaching

Unit At Identifying Values in our Structures
Unit 5: Defining discernment, formation, and spiritual leadership

Plenary Session on
a) RExercising consciousness. Teaching consclousness.
b) Consultation on the potential.

Thursday - Nov. 25 Friday - Nov. 26 Saturday - Nov. 27
15130 Registration Ti45 Breakfast Tt45 Dreakfast
16100 Unit 1 8:30 Unit 2 8:30 Unit 5
18130 Supper 11:00 Unit 3 11:00 Unit 5 (cont.)
19130 Unit 1 (cont.) 13:00 Dimner 13:00 Dinner
15145 Unit 4 15:45 Plenary Session
17145 EBucharist 17145 Eucharist

18:30 Supper
19:30 Unit 4 (cont.)
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ENCOUNTER OF THE GOSFEL WITH CULIURES

The following articles will serve as background material to that aspect
of the December Assembly which treats of the encounter of the Gospel
with eulture.
1. LOCAL CHURCII AND UINTVERSAL CHURCH IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES by L. Legrand
24 LOCAL CHURCH AND UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN PAULINE THEOLOGY by J- °. v e L
3. THE NEW TESTAYINT AS A MODEL OF INCULTURATION by George Soares Prabhu
Ae INCULTURATION IN VATICAN II by Kurien Xunnumpuram
5e FLESH OF INDIA'S PLESH by Samuel Rayan
6e REVIEW by Sr. lory Motte, F.llLM.

LOCAL CHURCH AND UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN THE ACTS OF IHE APOSTLES

At first glance, the ecclesiology of the fcts of the Apostles seems to be very
simples  There is first the Jerusalem community grouped round the Twelve. It ex-
tends progressively to the surrounding areas "in Jerusalem, in all Juden ond Samaria
and to the end of the world" (Act 1, 8). As it extends, especially under the
dynamic influence of Paul, it remains under the authority of the Twelve and of the
Jerusalem community (Act 15). A day will come when the centre of leadership will
be shifted to Rome but the book of Acts does not describe this transfer. Yet it
mey point to it by taking Paul to Rome and concluding there.

A Catholic feels guite at home with this picture. He finds there the image
of a mother church and at the centre of this church, the apostolic body plays @ cone
sistorial role, almost the role of a Curia. Protestant authors are usually some-
what suspicious of thig picture. They cccuse Luke of Prithkatholizismus, early
Catholicismt Inke already would betray o tendency to centraliscstion which they see
as one of the basic deviations of the Roman Church.

In point of fact the development must have been much more complex. Iuke hime
self does not present so simple a picture. Mrreover there ig reason to believe thot
Tuke made the development of the early Church more hormonious than it was in fact:
we shall soon see evidence of it. Present-dey scholarship on Iuke tends to ngree
on two points which must be taken into account.

1. Like the Goswvel of Iuke, the book of the Acts moy hove been written in the
Bighties. In that case, it would be a book of the third Christian generntion,
written at a certain distcnce from the facts. This does not mean that the work of
Iuke has no historical wvalue. Even if he wrote in the Eighties, Iuke may very well
have been a componion of Paul, associcted with him in his ministry. lloreover he
had reliable sources at his disposal.  All the scme, we coannot simply teke the re-
port of the Acts as the direct and candid testimony writven on the spot by an eye
witness.
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2+ The comparison of Luke's Gospel with the other two Symoptists shows that Iuke
wos too skilled o writer and too committed a theologian to record raw facts just as
they hoppened. Often Iumke has o theological axe to grind. This hes to be kept
in mind in studying the evidence of the Acts. When studying the ecclesiology of
the Aots, one has to distinguish the ecclesiology of Iuke himself from that of the
sources he used and of the history he relates. This is what we are going to do
presently before drawing a few conclusions.

1. THE ECCLESIOIOGY OF TUKE

1.1 Inke shows o particuler interest for eccleslology: this is one of the
the main points resulting from II. Conzelmann's study on THE THEOLOGY OF SAINT LUKE. (J)
But Iuke's interest is of a special type. It does not becr so much on the struc-~
tures of the Church or on its relationship with Christ o8 on the time of the Church.
(2) When Iuke wrote his work, the return of Christ was no longer considered as
imminent. There seemed to be a period of a certzoin duration between his appearance
on earth and his return. Whet was its meaning, its purpose in God's plan 7 The
answer of Iuke is that this is precisely the time of the Church, the time when the
Church, moved by the Spirit, continues the mission of Christ ond extends it to the
end of the world. The Church is defined by its position between the time of Jesus
and the time of the end. This is the reason why, unlike the other evangelists,
Tuke contimied the story of Jesus with the story of the Apostles. This is eccle=-
siology indeed, but not in the sense we nre used to. Iuke "has little interest in
ecclesingtienl institutions ... Ag is well known, it is im;.ssible to describe
what type of Clurch order Iuke c¢onceived, episcopal, presbyterian, oligarchic or
democratic". (3}

l.2. Actuanlly, Iuke presents a remarkable variety of Church structures.

l.2.1. There is first the Jerusalem Church, grouped round the apostles who
announce the Word (4, 33), teach the neophytes (2, 42), perform signs (5, 12),
mancge the Central Fool of Funds (4, 35), delegnte powers and lay hands on other
ministers (6, 6). Peter is the undisputed leader of this apostolic college.

A little later, when persecution scatters the Church, the apostles stoy in
Joruszlem (8, 1) But Peter starts "going here and there" (9, *2) (in fact in
Judea, Samaria and Galilee)} (9, 31), keeping Jerusalem as his base (11, 2; 12).

1.2.2. Then the situntion changes. In 11, 27 "prophets" start representing
the Church in Jerusalem. In ve 30, it is "elders" who cgsume the leadership. What
has happened to the apostolic group * 1In 12, 17, James becames a ~ if not the
leading figure, = position which is confirmed in ch 15 when his intervention is
decisive ~ if not authoritative (vv 13-22). Is i* that Peter has relingquished the
"see of Jerusalem" or the leadership of the Judeo-Christian community to assume
wider functions ? It is possible. DBut it is not said. One could as well imagine
the leadership taken over by the relatives of Jesus, something like the caliphate in
the history of Islam. It is striking that Iwke, go much concerned sbout unlty ond
continiuty, does not tell us exactly whot havpened.

1.2.3.  Then Peter disappearss. The Acts of the Apostles become the acts of
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Paul. Antioch is his base. The Antiochian Church presents o different picture.
In 15, 23 it secms to be acephalous: the decision of Jeruseclem 1s transmitted to
the "brothers"s Paul and Barncbas are only delegetes. But in 13, 1-3, there is a
college of five "prophets oand doctors" which seems to preside over the decision of
the Church. Nothing is said zbout its style of life and sense of identity. It
shows o remarkable missionary awareness. It recognises the outhority of the
Jerusalem Church {ch 15). TIts delegntes report regularly to Jerusalem (15, 2-3j
18, 22; 21, 15). But we do not know whot type of links it has with the daughter
Churches.

1.2. 4. One of the doughter Churches was that of Ephesus and this is still
another picture. It is well orgonised, being administered by "elders" (20, 17)
who are olso episkopoi (20, 28), which meons "“overseas".  Their duties are troced
out in o style similar to thot »f the Pastoral epistles (20, 26-35). DBul Iuke
does nnt explain how they related themselves to the mother Churches of Anitioch and
Jerusalem, except that they recognise Paul's zuthority.

1.2.5. Finally there is Rome where there are "brothers" (28, 15). But
Paul, who has never been there yet, ncts s a supreme mastor, convokes the Jewish
elders (28, 17), preaches as if he was alone in the place.

1. %, We have therefore ot least five types of Church patternm in the book of
the Acts. But at the some time as this description shows o great voriety, it
leaves also great lacunne. It is clenr thot Iuke is not interested in presenting
a description of those Churches for their own scke. He just assumes the existence
and veriety of such Churches ns there were. Out of a somewhat heterogencous mass
of information, he tries to create a sense of unity by weaving it into a continuous
narrotive describing o contimous purpose.  With this device, he monoges more or
less successfully to weave o smooth fobric of continuous witness from Jerusalem to
Judea, Somaris and ti11 the end of the world. Por this nurpose he veils over the
gquestion of James! cuthority and lesves us to guess what wos his relationship with
Peter ~ or rother he would hove us not to exert curselves on this gquestion.

Another problem which is smoothened out by gkillful composition is thot of Paul's
gituction a3 resards the body of the Twelve. Inke is coreful not to coll Paul an
apostle (except in 14, 4); he is not one of the Twelvey he does not meet the
qualifications listed in 1, 21f. He is ~lan represcnted os showing the uimost con-
sideration towrrds the Jerusclem cammunity. Yet he is the equal of Peteor: his
ministry among the Gentiles is set in parnllel to thrt of Peter in Palestine. We
know from the epistles that things did not work out ns smoothly as that. Yet,

fram the book of the Acts, we do not know what the authority of Poul wos in relation
to that of the Twelve. Neither do we know actually what this authority of the
Twelve cmounted to.

Iuke gives o fine picture of unity. Yet this unity is not perceived ot the
level of the structures but at the level of histery. The unity of the Clhurches
consists in thot in their vrriety they ore all the expression of one :n-going divine
purpose, not in that they share in o common orgonis~tion. It is o dynromic orgoni-
sation, not =2 stotic one, in the framework of o systenm.

And so we ore left in suspensc, in so for ~s our problem is concerned. We
do not know the orgeonisation of each local Church. We cre not told how each Church
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reloted itself to the others cond to the mother Church. It is not even explalned
to us how thot mother Church functioned. Apparcently Iuke wrote after the fall of
Jerusoleme By thot time Jerusclem wes no longer exercising primecy over the
Churchese. Is the fact thrt the book cnds in Rome an indication thot now the fule
crun hos been shifted to the copitol of the Impire ? It is posaible. But the
book of the Acts does not mention ony tronsfer of the see by Peter or of any dele-
gotion tronsmitted to the new Church. In o woy, it ern be regretted throt Iuke

hng been so successful in his endeovour. He hos covered the seams so nicely and
fulfilled his irenicazl purpose so completely that the very description of the relo-
tionship between the loenl communities snd the mother Church hns become blurred.

2. TEE ECCLESICLOGY OF THE FARLY CHURCH

Inke's theologicel purpose hns blurred the original picture. Con some of
these blurred feotures be brought to 2 sharper definition ? The onswer need not
be negntive.

2,1. Tirst it should be noticed that, due to his indifference to Church
structures; Tgke did not think of cltering too deeply the fectures of the Clmrches
he describes. If Iuke's purpose had been to show on organisctioncl unity ond homo-
gcneityy he would hove hormonized his descriptions occcordingly. But we saw thot
the three Churches which come into his norrcotive, Jerusnlem, Antioch and Ephesus,
are very different types. It moy be gronted thot the !Miletus speech to the elders
of Ephesus in Acts 20 is lorgely o~ Inkan comnosition, reflecting the situction pre-
voiling at the time of the Pastorsl epistles. This would represent the Church
pottern known to Iuke.  But Jerusalem and Antioch are structured in a very dif-
ferent monmers  Below the Lukon surfeoce, we reach early historical dato.

2.2 Secondly, ~ comparison with Pauline informotion mny =lso help to check
the cccurcacy of Iuke's report. This we shell do for two basic guestions: the role
of the apostles ond the usc of the word ekklesia(e).

2+2+1. As regrrds tho apostles, Iukeis description can be summarized in the
following woyt

The Apostics occupy o privileged position: the Jerusalem Church surrounds
them with religious resnect ~nd their authority is confirmed through mirccles;
Peter enjoys cn unrivoled prestige. oving rcceived the gift of the Spirit
on Penteccost doy, they spread it cnd on outpouring of epiritucl giftes accom-
panies their precching ond especinlly boptism and the imposition of handse.

The Jerusalem Church begins the loter development of the hiercrchy: the au-
thority of the cpostolic group is succeeded by thot of the local government

of Jerusrlem surrounded by its presbytcrs. On the othor hond, Peter seems to
pull ~woy from Jerusnlem ond to excercise cn ecumenicel cuthority over the Church
of the Dirgsporz. (4)

This picturce is not just on artificinl construction of Iuke meant to emphosize the
unity of the apostolic Church. Prul confirms the evidence of Iuke. According to
Paul's own testimony, thore wos o group thrt stood out in the Eorly Church with o
special responsibility ~nd authority. Thus in 2 Cor and Geol, we sec Poul fighting
to be recognised not only os o missioncry but os o responsible lender, entitled to
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the loyelty (Gal 4, 17-19) ond the obedience (1 Cor 14, 373 2 Cor 10, 4~4) of the
commnitics. He knew ond nceepted thet the Twelve were the core of the group (1
Cor 15, 74 cf v+ 5) ond thot Peter wos the centre of thot circle (Gol 1, 185 2, 7)e

We must leave unconswered the gquestion of what hoppencd to thot group ofter the
so=cnlled Council of Jerusclcome. In so f~r os our question is concerned, wo can say
thot it is.contzined in o nutshell in the problem of the relotionship between Poul
ond the Twelve.  Acts solve the problem by hoving Barncbos delegrted to Antioch by
the Jerusclem Church (11, 22), Poul himsclf cclled by Barncbas (11, 25) and then Paul
cnd Bornobos nominoted by the Church (13, 11) ond getting recognition from the Jeru-
salem opostolic group (13, 22). Thus is the opostolic continuity cnsured with the
proviso thnt Prul is never reclly mrde one of the "apostles" by Iake.

The letters of Pnul show th~t thore wrs more tonsion, not only emotionnl but
theological.

It is not only thot Poul wns odded to the cpostolic collegas when “extending
to him the right hrnd of fellowship" (Gel 2, 9), the cpostolic body did not only
integrete o now element but o new dimension. In the process, it wrs to losc its
judsdc dodecngoncl structure to open to the dyneomiasm of the Spirit cond of the new
circumstonces. .. The twelve judges judging the twelve tribes of Isreal (Ik 22,
303 1Mt 19, 28) hnd to descend from their thrones to give place to the horvosters
who come in, scnt by the Spirit, for the ingothering of the Nations. The trons-
formation ~f the Twelve into the group of the Apostles took ploce under the impact
of the situntions nnd of new chrorismatic Figures... It shows the genius of Poul
end his decp Christion sense (ef. 1 Cor 1, 12-17) thot he could respond faithfully

to_the chrllenge of the Spirit rnd of the new circumstances, open up the apostolic
college ~nd metomorphose it without wroecking the churches.  (5)

This significs thot if the Jerusclem Church wes the mother Church, it wans not
exactly the apex of mn ecclesicsticnl pyromid. Neither wos the apostolic body o
kind of Jerusclemite Curig. It wns rother the initicl cell thot multiplied by fis-
sione Sonn the Jerusolem structure wos to disappenr under the impret of the Pouline
newvness which wrs nctually the newness of the Spirit.

It is not in the book of the Acts thot we are going to find a description of
whnt should be the relation of the univers:l Church to the loenl churches. The
Jerusilem Church was not the universsl Church. The universal Church wns rather the
Church thnt resulted when the Jerusclem Church opened to new directions ond in the
process ;nst its first identity. The theological significance of Poul consists pre-
cisely in thet he was not one of the Twelve, of the numerus cleusus ond yot that it
é; by cccepting him thot the Church discovercd hersclf as the cntholic spostolic

urclie

202:2e This moy be the point vhere we mny insert -n intercsting remark of
Fitzmyer.

It is frequently nssumed thot the community of Jerusalem viewed itself as the
ekklesic, thc heir of the descrt quhkol, of the "convocntion" of God's people in the
desert (cf Act 7, 385 Dt 4, 10y 18, 163 31, 30). Loter on it would hove been
extended to the Judeon communities (ef. 1 Thes 3, 43 Cor 11, 16) cnd from there by
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ennlogy, to the Hellenistic Churches (Act 11, 265 14, 23.2T73 15, 3«41 16, 53
cfe 1 Thes 2, 143 1 Cor 1, 2y 70, 223 11. 223 2 Cor 13 1). At a later stoge
gtill, at the time of the Coptivity cpistles, c¢rme the cworoness of the unique
Flrleaine This mry work ns cn overrll picture. Tut it over-simplifics the
evidence concerning the beginnings.

The rawnork of Fitzmyer is thot

it i8 noteworthy thrt before the sccount (of Acts) mentions Prul ond his
carcery, therc is scrreely any ~ttempt to deseribe the community ns on ckklesia. (6)

The one exception is 5, 11, which is a swmory -~nd thercfore definitely of
lrtor Luken redoaction. Bofore that, tho words used ore koinonio (2, 42), oikos
Isrrcl (2. 365 7. 42.46), brothers (1, 163 2, 29.373 3, 17.223 7, 2, ctec.), the
Way (9, 21 cf. 19.9.23, 24, 14.22), the "soints" (9, 13.32.41).

Once the carcer of Prul is begun, however, thon the Christion community is
referred to as ckklesio (8, 1.3; 9, 313 11, 22.265 12, 1.5 13, 1, etc). (7)

It is ecsy to perceive the orchnic chexccter of thosce terms which find paral-
lels in Qumron literoturc. We reach here old materisl underlying the Iuken
redoctione.

These detrils serve to indicnte the rother nebulous owerrcness which the erxrly
Jewish Christi~n cammunity hod ot first of its corpor-te chrracter. Cn the
other hond, it is on owarencss thot grows os the cccount in the Acts advances...
The aworcness of itsclf os elklesin comes with persccution ond missionory effort
both of which arc interrelcted in the account of the Acts.  (9)

The community discovered its identity n~s the ckklesis, on the onc hrnd through
the persceutions which obliged it to differenticte itsclf from the Judnic system,
on the other hond through the nrocess of growth into other communiticss  For this

process of growth wos not just gquontitotiver it destroyed its status as o mere
division (zcircsisi 24, 5.14) within thc Jewish flock.

24243, Ir fret the porsecutions fram the Jews must hove been commected with
thrt structur~l tronsformotion of the Nezarcne communitye. This is what we find in
Acts 6-Tr the inerensc of the community hns brought in o new clement: the Helle—
nists (probobly Jews from the Diaspors who knmew Greck only). The impact of the new
group was felt omong tho disciples. There werc tensions. Now structurcs had to
be ¢strblisheds o hiercrchy of the Scven complemented thot of the Twelve. The
Judaism of thesc Hellenists wns of o more libernl type thon thot of the Polestinions.
The theology of Stephen reflects Aloxondricn thames rother thon Phoriscic consideras
tions. They were more open to the world. The Gentile mission wos to ceme from
theme. At obout the some time, there wos 2 new group, identified as "pricsts" (6, 7),
possibly Essenca from Qumren. (10)  The influx of thesc new elements who represen-
ted o schismatic type of Judeism could not but deenly offcct the Hebrew sensec of
belonging of the Jerus-leom comaunity. We understrnd clso why the Sonhedrin felt
threatened nnd storted o repression. The group of the disciples wrs not only
increasing in mumbers 28 Iuke puts somewhot irenicnlly; it turned into an elklesio.
It is precisely ot this juncture thot the first use of the word nppeors (8, 1e3).
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The sccond crisis wos to be thot which led to the "council" of Jerusalem.
Apparently it ended in o compromisc. Actually it wns o breck awey from the lebrew
stocke A group for which circumcision wns only optionnl could no longer claim to
bo port of Judniam, though they might cleim to be the "truc Israel. They try to
fix o fow rules for cocxistence (15, 29). The mission to the Gentiles had made the
Church really universel: it is not o universsl Church which went to the Nationss
it wos in its movement towcrds Antioch, Cyprus, Asic llinor, Grecce, cte. thot the
cammunity of Jorusnlem discoverced itsclf os the ekklesin, the convocction of the
Netions.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Whot we find in the Acts is not on ecclesiologicel blue print, o model
velid once for o2ll, but o trajectory energised by the Spirit ond conditioned by
local circumstonces.

2. As wc find it in the Acts, the universal Church is not o universal pattern.
It is o community open to the risks, the chcollenge ond the cdventures of universalism.

3«  The Church discovers itsclf ns universcl in the process in which preeisely
it meets the veriety of the situctions, structures ond problems of the loccl Churches.

4. The relcotionship of the loccl Church to the universal Church thercfore is
not to be understood in terms of two antithetic or conflicting competences but of
two poles in the some field.

5. The locr) Church must be reloted to the unity of the Christicn pcoples
The universal Church must rezlisce its universalism as dyncmic openness to the rich
voericty of the aikeumence.

6. Yhe specific tendency of Iuke is circnism, o readincss to gloss over the
diffcrences, to be morc scnsitive to what unites rother then to what divides.
luke's indifference to underilying theologicrl issucs is in sherp contrnst to Poult's
intronsigent forsightedness. Judging from the globel picture given by the New
Testoment, we find that the Spirit mckes equal use of the theologicol ircnism of
Iuke and of the theologiccl shnrpness of Paul.

L. LEGRAND.
Token from VIDYAJYOTI ~ Journcl of Theologicnl Reflection, August 1976.

NOTES: -

1. H. Conzclmann, The Theology of Saint Imke {London, 1960).

2+ Sec the title of the German originnls Dic litte der Zeit (The ifiddle of Time)
(Tiibingen, 1954).

3« Je Jorvell, Iuke ~nd the Pcople of God. Minmnecpelis, 1972, p. 95. In the
same line, see nlso R. Schnackenburg, L'Ezlise dens le Nouveru Testoment (Poris,

- 1964}, p- 30C.

4« J. Dupont, lLcs Actes dos ApStres.  Bible de Jerusnlom {Poris, 1953), pe 30

5« L. legrend, ot al., Good News cnd Witness (Bangnlorc, 1973), pe 95

6« Je.A. Fitzmyer, "Jewish Christicnity in Acts in the light of the Qumran Scrolls,
in the Sanitic Bockground of the New Testrment (London, 1971), pe 275.

Te Ibid.
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8. orxts cite, pp. 261-288.

9. orte cit., p. 276. J. Jervell, op. cite, p. 111, n. 781 goes too foxr when he
grys thnt Luke uscs ekklesia only in o non-technicol woy (i.c. in o non-cccle-
giologicrl sonse)- Tut he hng o point whon he soys thot the word ekklesio is
missing where it would oppecr to be ncecessary: Act 2, 41.47; 5, Y3 11, 24.

16+ J.A. Titzmyer, nrt. cit., p. 296.

GHANA

At the anmual council meeting of the Church lospital fAssociation of Ghana (cHAG) in
September 1974, the members discussed the serious financial situation of the 35
churcherelated hospitals, c¢linics and health posts in that country. Mere is no
doubt that these institutions provide essential services, often in remote areas, but
the running costs of these institutions are constantly rising, and new ways of
meeting cocts are needed unless the institutions are 4o be closed dowm.

The members of {HAG were faced with these problems, but CHAG itself is not a policy-
making body. With the approval of the IHnistry of Health and most church leaders,
a consultation was called at the Ghana Institute of Ilanagement and Public Admini-
stration from 17-2% duzust 1975. A team from CilC, consisting of lls Nita Barrow,
Dre Ilarit Kromberg and itr. James llcGilvray, assisted the chairperson of CHAG, Dr.
Margret Marquart, in the organization and rumning of the meeting.

After four days of lectures, precentations and discussions, the group of participants
made the following recommendations:-

Ae In crder to reduce hospital running costs, hospitals should endeavour to reduce
the ~umber of TB inpatients and extend domiciliary care of these patients.
Further savings could probably be made throuch standardization of treatment
regimens, a joint murchasing scheme, possilly even purchasing through govern:-
ment stores. ) ~ -

B. Integraticn of all medical services - goverrment and private — i~ a firsi step
towards the more rational use of facilities and towards more extensive covérage
of the nopulation- If rvosts continue Vo rise, as they ineviteb’ will, some
of the clurch-related hosnitals may have to plan o progressive phasing out from
private otmership. It was recognized that this would bect be done at a
regional level. It was resolved tm recommend to the next annual meeting of
CIAG that an advisory committee be established to look into the process, and a
convenor and three additional members were nominated.

Ca Shortage of qualified personnel is a major problem, both for government and
private health facilities, and it was sugcested that CHAG establish a small
personnel recruitment committee which would cooperate with the Hnistry of Health.

D. The above recommendations would have a definite but limited effect on the cost
of providirg health care fTor all. It was agreed that new patlerns of health
services are needed, and that these must conform to the integration »rocess and
be conducted at the regional level. The posgsibility of using the large re-
sources of manpowor already within the church was alse discussed.

The consultation was followed up in meetings of CHAC with the Ifinistry of llealth, by
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correspondence and conversations, and one result of these deliberations was a deecision
by the CHAG IExecutive Board that the CIC should send two consultants to Ghana for
three weeks for an exploratory visit. The Ministry of Health also expressed its
interest in such a visit. The object of the vigit would be to seek ways of assisting
the integration process between govermment and church-related health work and to look
for further opportunities for the development of primary health care as an aspect of
the healing ministry of the church. Drs. HMarit Kromberg and Ursula liebrich visited

Ghana from 8-27 February 1976.

During May and June of 1976, the Catholic Bishops' Conference and the National

Christian Council discussed their problems withh members of the CHAG Ixecutive Board.
&
This Report on recommerdations of the Church Hoapital Association Cf Ghana was taken
from The Bulletin of the Christian Medical Commissiont July 1975 - June 1976.
e
¥

A FATRER DEAL FCR ITURSES

Should nurses have a right to refuse to assist in an abortion or to perform other
duties that are in conflict with their religious, moral and ethical convictions 7

The draft recommendation prepared by the conference answers this gquestion in the
affirmative. Provided that the supervisor is informed in good time so that mursing
care ¢an be ensured, nurses should not be penalised for such refusal.

If this clause is retained by next year's conference, which is due to hold a
gsecond and final descussion on nurses! employment problems, it will be the first time
that such a conscience c¢lause has been featured in an IL0O stondard.

Taken from IL0 INFORMATION, Vol.1l2, No.5, '76.

NCCB PROTESTS LCUADORIAN ARRESTS

The president of the National Conference of Catholic Pishops. Archhishop Joseph
Bernardin, and the chairman of the NCCB Committee on the Church in Latin Americs,
Bishop John Fitzpatrick of Brownsville, protested "the suppression of the pastoral
meeting in Riobamba and the detention of the bishops and other church personnel by the
Ecuadorian govermment," in a joint statement issued Aug. 18. The action taken by the
Fcuadorian govermment was "an unwarranted and unjustifiable intrusion by a state in
the legitimate exercise of the pastoral ministry of the chureh," they said. Their
statement followsi-

".».The action was an unwarranted and unjustifiable intrusion by
a state in the legitimate exercise of the pastoral ministry of the church. We wish
to support and reassert the points made about the meeting by the four bishops from the
United States: the meeting was neither secret nor subversive; 1t was pastoral and
evangelical in purpose and content; our bishops entered Ecuador in an entirely legiti.
mate fashiony the inftent of this pastoral eonference was not to interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of any country but te foster the ministry of the church in several
countries of the Western hemisphere. The meeting was prayesrful and religiousy the
intervention was violent and arbitrary; the meetinz brought together ministers of the
gospel in fraternal dialomue; the intervention deliberately and forcibly frustrated
the ministry of the church. Taken from CRIGINS, Vol.6, No.1l, 1976.
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WOIMEN IN T THIRD WORLD
Who will be playins the active, dccisive roles with regard to the guestions on
women this year 7 Vho's interests shall be served most 7

During the International Women's Yecr, o few intelligent women have noticed
thet 1t is the older women, the women leaders, tha profcecsionals, women who have
monegy or porer o both, the city upper and widdle-ilocs women who are in the lime-
ligat acadn. 1he ooer ard less fortunnic aroe 1:t beohind and forgotten. If from
the bogirning, it is iho rrivileged women vie heove the nlons, hold the £id money, do
all the work, ilhen develomient will come in nert compariments without any significant

changes in owsressire structures.

vWha arc tha iderl conditions for the greater paviicipation of we s in develop=-
ment 7 There are yourg women leaders who can prove thcomgelves more efficient when
there is populor clarour Zor their cateolytic action. Durnl women can exanine their
situ=tions critically. to find weak points of projecsus, £111l in with thelr own proe
Jects and ideas, com: .132ting the lack of insipght vsouelly wilth their owm vrojects and
ideas, compensating the lack of insight usually found in aid-fromw-outside or aid-from
abova. Foctory giris ernd olher women workingz in wrban arces, the women in slums,
the social outczszis, crn work for refoms wveh a2s hetter pay and better working cone
ditions when encovra~ed to organize thenselves. Social action workers, government
and non-govermient agconcies can create thesc conditions. Tliese women neced to accu-
mulate enovgh courare to spzak out and make decisions. They have to have the exw
nericnce Lo push Tor rcforus.

lany people have a misconception zbhout vomen's liberation. They immediately
asgsociate 1t with the VWonen'!s Lib movenent in the United States which was concerned
about bra-burning and shortion rights. This is but o one=sided minority view:
middle class ond rhite, concerned with how to met thrir hushands to share the kitchen

orite

The majority of Third World women who seek for liheration have a cifferent
interest. They suifer the pangs of a developing countrys; liberation for them is
liberaticn from bacibreaking work, low pay, superstition, cultural taboos, etc. It
is true thoy may leasrn from their more advenced urban gsister the basic psychological
aspects of exnloitstion snd discriminationsy <the imnortance of education, information,
organizationr. Tut tha concrete situnticn will be difTercnt and the methods that are
needed =~y be different too. Iiberation for the rural women means liberation for
both themzelves and their husbands, their community, even nationally, from the struc-
tures of an vnjust order,

If we want to solve the crucial issues of the werld: feood production and con-
sumption, population grovrth, unemployment ~nd rassyoverty, it is obvious that women
711l pl-y an importrnt role. But vhich sector of vomen 7
INDIA

Even today in a large number of Hindu households the birth of a female child is
notv rejoiced over Lut is rather a cause of sorrow and antiety, whereas the birth of
a male child iz an occasion of much delight and rejoicing. And with the birth begins
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preferential treatment for z son as regards carecr, diet, education, and so on.

¥hile still young, the Indian girl is suddenly shut away from all play and {rom
Turther sight of male outsiders. She may get little fresh air and sunshine and,
usually with immature and weak body and closed mind, is married off early by her
parents to = stranger. In spite of the Child Iarriage Restraint Act of 1929, and
the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, nrescribing 14 and 15 years respectively as the mini-
mum ages for a girl to be married, the 1971 census showed that there werc %.7 million
married, 20,000 widowed and 11,000 divorced or separated girls in the 10 - 14 year
age group.

A married woman has low status in the household until she becomes pregnant,
which is considered being honorable and lucky. If she fails to bear children it is
never her husband but she who is despised and blamed for being sterile. ller status
improves considerably the moment she becomes a mother of sons. Hler status, sense of
security, power, success, and gatisfaction are intimately linked with her procreative
function, especially with producing sons. And since she is of'ten ignorant of the
fact that the rate of infant mortality has come dovm and is not convinced that her
and her children's health is being cared for, she continues to repeat her "fertility
performance" and produces large mumbers of children just to ensure the survival of a
few male children to adulthood. Women in India have an average of 5 to 6 children,
and this is another factor responsible for their and their children's ill~health end
malnutrition.  (Dr. Promilla Kapur-United Nations).

BOTSWANA - ATRICA
A day in the life of a typical Botswana mother looks something lilke thiss:

Get up at sunrise to fetch water from the river. The youngest child has to be
carried, and the river mey he anything from a half to fouvr kilometers away.

Gather firewood from the bush around the village. Pound corn for the morning
meal, and cook it.

Clean and sweep the house and surrounding yard.
Do the family washing.

After a rest at midday, repeat the process of Telching water and preparing the
meal.

At various times of the year, these tasks might alsc include building huts,
ploughing, hoeing, or doing other jobs in the fields, especially if the men-follk are
avay working in a distent tom or a neighbouring country.

According to the 1971 census, the size of the sverage family in Botswane was 6 ~
7 children.

I1llegal ahortions talke a high tol11 of maternal 1iTe. Tt is resorted to in des-
peration by women who have unwanted pregnancies either becauvse they have hel all the
children they want, are not ready to have them because of immaturity, or lack of
access to contraceptive information or commodities. (Dr. M.N. Mashalaba-United
Mations).
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SUDAN - AIFRICA

A greal mercentage of women in the Sudan are illiterate. Among women of 15 to
24 years of age, 1t reaches 91 percent. The ratio is even higher among older women.
(UNICEF)

PAITTSTAN

Yo matter where in Pakiston one finds the rural woman, one identifies her as an
integral part of the whole rural economy. In addition to labours shared with the men
~folk, there is the burden of household chores, water pumping and carrying, the care
of children, spinning and weaving - all these activites are her traditional respon-
sibility, be she wother, daughter, or daughter-inlaw. One nced only see the less
developed areas of Palidstan, the primitive villages and their conditions, to ascess
truly the arduous 1life of the rural woman.

(UNICEF)

BOLIVIA

Cnly 90 miles away from the capital La Paz, yet a five~hour trip by car on a
winding dirt road, lies the little town of Irupana. Cne of the gravest problems the
migsionary sislers are fighting is the high incidence of induced ebortion. Another
problem, copecially dangerous, is the superstition of women. If, for example, &
pregnant wornon sees a black cat, she believes her baby will die. She is so sure of
this popular belief that she will do nothing to prevent the death of the baby and will
actually promote it.  Another terrible habit was the typing of an agave liane around
the baby's feet. If the baby was unable to kick it off or break it, the mother .
would let it die. |

(CNICEF)
WEST  ATRICA

Isolation from the modernity of the tovm, and less access to-the trappings of
develonment, television, the dispensary, adult schooling is inevitably creating a
widening gap between women in towns and women in the countryside. There in the rural .
areas, the woman's day will start around five o'clock, preparing the midday meal
before she goes out to the fields, her baby strapped on her back, the meal in a wide
basin on her head, to be joined by her husband. Together they sow, weed or harvest
the rows of groundnut in Senegal, or pineapples in Ivory Coast; rice, coffee, cocoa,
hanana, millet and maize all need careful tending. Sometimes her hushend will give
her a small allotment to work for herself and she can earrn some money of her own with
the proceeds.

iore than anything else, African women are expected to be mothers. - The pres-
sures to have many children, allied to the strangeness of fanily planning, mean that
even young couples from elite, educated families will often have their first child
early in merried life. Beyond the role of mother, women are expected to be home<
malers, angreseble, attractive and ohedient. The wife is also very much a symbol of
prestige and will come under great pressure to maintain this prestige. If her husw
band comes to feel she no longer matches his image of himself he will turn all the
more easi’,” to another woman, younger, prettier, perhaps better educated than the
first, in that this is a traditionally polygamous society.

Sy (UNICEF)} .
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HEAVY CONCENTRATION OF WOuEN IN AGRICULTURE

In Africa, for example, it has been estimated that eight-tenths to nine~tenths
of women live and work in rural areas and that they perform three-fifths to four-
fifths of the agricultural work of the continent. Their tools are primitive, their
work hard and nainful and their pay low. Paradoxically, modern methods of agricule~
ture remain a male preserve.

IEAVY PHOPCRTICN O WOIEN AT TIIE BOTTCH OF THE CCCUPATIONAL LADDLR:

They are mainly involved in work which requires little or no education or skillj
domestic worl:;, construction work, and petty trading.

IACK O INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING:
The proportion of girls in the total mumbers enrolled at primary schools is still
low,desnite prosress in this field. In the period 1950 to 1970 in Africa, it rose

from 31 to 36 per c 1t. The problem is even more acute at the secondary and high
school level, rarticularly as the drop out rate is much higher for girls than boys.

SULTTARY

Voren in less developed countries face a number of special problems, due to the
nature of 1he economy in their countries and the cultural attitudes and traditions
relating to women's employrent.

Developing world women, already undernourished and in poor health, are frequently
sentenced for life to childbearing, food production and heavy manual work. Girls are
Ted less on poorer food, and little attention is ever paid to their physical or mental
health.

Taken from BLULPRTINT, for the Christian Reshaping of Society, lMay issue 1976.
Published by the Institute of Human Relations, Loyola University New Orleans, Louisiana.

N

BOLIVIA: 1500 Catlechists and their Capacity to Pray

SAN  JULIAN: "A week ago we sat in on a gathering of catechists at Toledo.
There were 1500 of them and they organized the whole thing themselves. They even
gave the conferences," wrote Scholastic Brother Adolphe LIFRENS, 32, who recently
arrived in Polivia.

"What struck me," he continued, "was their capacity for prayer =snd attention.
During the whele day, from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., except for three half-hour breaks for
meals, they sang, prayed and listened to conferences.

"It was, I believe, the crowning of 20 years' work by four Oblates (Frs. Aimé
ATTRIN, Tueisn TACTANCR, Fmery J10OTINA, Jacques TONAST) who roamed this whole territory
-~ twice the gize of Belgium -~ forming catechists and Christian communities. Al=-
though 2 lot of consolidating still remains, we can pull out because an Aymara Church
is born. ~I% is in the birth process."

Taren frem OMI INPCIUATION: No.117/76, May.
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LOCAL CHURCH AND UNIVERSAL
CHURCH IN PAULINE THEQLOGY

Joseph Pathrapankal, C.M.I.

As we are living in a time when the traditional notions of the
Church are breaking up and conventional assunptions about the Church
are subject to reexamination it is fitting that we look at the
Pauline understanding of the Church as a basis and criterion of our
discussion. In fact, Paul is one of the most important writers of
the NT allowing us to have a deeper insight into the mystery of the
Church not only as an apostle who pioneered the growth of the Church
in its early history but also as one who fathomed the various aspects
of this uniquc divine-human phcnomenon.

I. Pre-Pauline Development

From the very beginning we notice two diverging views of the
nature of the Church, one by the Palestinian Jewish Christians headed
by the Twelve, the other by the Hellenists. These two trends offer
the first insight into a pluralism in Ecclesieclogy. The former
insisted more on the role of Judaism and the Thora; it had a very
restricted view about the Gentiles converted to Christianity. The
latter was morc open and tolcrant. Paul belonged to this latter group,
though he was raisaed up in Jerusalem as a Rabbi. It was chiefly due
to him that the settlement at the Council of Jerusalem which accorded
the entry to the Church without circumcision or adoption of the Jewish
Law was maintained in the ensuing period despite the intrigues of
Judaizers.

The Jerusalem Church very soon became a rather hicrarchical and
even monarchic Church on account of the privileged position of James,
the brother of Jesus, till his martyrdom in 62 A.D. According to
Acts 21 during Paul's last visit to Jerusalcem (57—58) James was the
head of the Jerusalem Church.

Hellenistic Churches had their origin in Antioch. Paul continued
to found such hellenistic Churches. They maintained their unity with
the Jerusalem Church, faith in Christ being the basic criterion of
unity. Paul admonishcd and educated all his churches to Christian
concord and also promoted harmony betwecn the mother Church of
Jerusalem and his new foundations. In that way he made an cssential
contribution, both theolegical and practical, to the formation of a
common conscioushess of the Church as na whole.

Hellenistic commanities had a relatively flexible structurce.
They were understood as local represcentations and realisatiens of the
salvific community founded by Christ. Ono of the main reasons,
humanly speaking, why the new Churches which were growing in numbers
and extent did not split up, is to be found in Pault's theological
approach which madce all the belicvers vividly conscious of the unity
confeorred on them by God and which imperatively called for concord.

~ Acts 14: 23; 20: 17 etc. refer to Paul appointing "prasbyteroi
(cldcrs) in the Churches he founded. Similar refcerences to the elders
in the Jerusalem Church are found in Acts 11:30; 15: 2, 4, 6, 22, 23.
But the genuinely Paulince letters do not mention thems. Was Luke pro-—
jecting a later Church—order intc this carly period of Paulince ministry?
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The Pauline Churches were more charismatic in structure; there were
no "pillars" as in Jerusalem (Gal 2:9). Rather there were various
ministries. Cf. 1 Cor 1l2: 4~11, 12: 27-30: Rom 12: 6-8; Eph 4: 10-1l.
Only in Phil 1: 1 is them mention of bishops (cpiscopoi——plural!)

and ‘deacons (diakonoij.

II. Devulopments in Pauline Thinking

The word fekklesia' occurs 62 times in thoe wreitings of Paul, mostly
in 1 Cor (22 timcs). Paul is the first NT writor to =smploy the word
in the plurnal, which signifies the cegquality of the scparate local
Churchess FEwven hore we notice a gradusl development:

Whereas in the beginning the word "Church" or "Church ~f God"
referred only to the Jerusalem Church (Acts 8: 13 11: 22) or to Churches.
throughout Judea (Acts 9: 31; Gal 1: 22; 1 Thes 2: 14), it slowly
extends also to individual Churches among the Gentiles (cf. Acts 13: 1;
14: 233 15: 41; 16: 5; Rom 16: 1, 4). Morcover, the specific title
M"Church of Ged", a title almnst exelusively used for the Jerusalem
Church, is now attributed to the Church of Corinth (1 Cor 1:2). 1In
1 Cor 16: 19 the reference is to A region (Asia) whure the Churches
exist. So alsos the actual gathering of the believers is vory often
called "Church" (cf. Cor 1: 18; 14: 23, 34; 1 Cor 16: 19; Rom 16: 5;

Col 4: 15). Note the expression "thoe Church in their (her) house".
Paul also thinks of a Church beyend these Churches, a Church united
under God (cf. Acts 20: 28; 1 Cor 10: 32; 12: 28).

Ccl and Eph develop this thought further and we have there the
idea cf the Universal Church which is presented as the Body and Bride
of Christ (Col 1: 18: Eph 5: 23-32).

In Eph 1: 22-23 Paul understands the Church as the "fulness of
Christ who f£illsin all " (to pleroma tou to panta en pasin plerou-
menou), where we have the picture of what is called the cosmic churche

It is only townards the end of his theologicnal carcer that Paul
fully nd completely chvisaged n heavenly dimension of the Church
under which earthly categories break down. The Church is a community
centered in heaven and striving towards oschatolegical fulfilment,
theé real naturce of which is not grasped in its carthly, historical
sh-pe and fsrm. Paul had referred to this as the "Jerusalem ~n high"
(Gal 4: 26) and as the chaste virgin who is ospoused to Christ (2 Cor
11: 2) and who is led to him for the Messianiec marringe it thc
Porousiae Ik Phil 3: 20 Paul says that "our citizenship is in heaven',
meaning that we have sur truce home there. Thus the Church itscelf
becomes 2n ultimately non-cosmic reality, one nlready remeved from
this acon in Christ.

Paul uses n variety of imnges nd metaphors to bring out the
inner nature of the Church. Trained in Jewish theology as he was,
Paul had reflected on the OT concept of the "People of Ged". Whereas
Isrrel was the pecplo of God in the OT, now Paul understands this
title as applicable to all belicvers and he pronounces a blessing on
the Galatian commuaity addressing it as the "Isracl of God" (Gal 6:
16). The apostle is thus transferring the old title of hohour to
the new society of Galatiae
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The metaphor of the Temple of God (1 Cor 3: 16; 2 Cor 6: 16)
which the apsstle probably took over from later Judaism and carly
Christian views (cf. Ez 40: 44; Is 28: 16ff; 1 Encch 90: 28ff; 91:
13; Jubjlees 1: 17; 1QS VIII, 5ff) gave him the opportunity of
bringing cut the hely nature of the Church. In this sanctuary God's
Spirit dwells. All the members of the Church are made holy on the
ground £ baptism (1 C.r 6: 11).

They are called to be holy (1 Cor l: 2). So the community
mist watch over its purity and remove offoendoers from its ranks
(Cor 5: 7£f). His clear and realistic conception of the Holy Spirit
who fills the Church and every individual believer (1 Cor 6: 19;
Eph 2: 22) gave the old idea new richness and depth.

The Church is also compared by Paul to a city (Eph 2: 19) and
to a building erected upon the foundation of apostles and prophets
with Christ Jesus himself being the corner—stone upon which the entire
building reposcs. Paul also makes use of the metaphor of God's
field to illustrate the rature of the Corinthian community (1 Cor 3: 9).

The most characteristic contribution of Paul to NT ecclesiology
is the concept of the Church as the Body of Christ. The antecedents
of this Paulinec conception arc not obvious. A number of suggestions
have becn made: Stoicism with its idea of soma politikon (political
body), as well as cosmic body, Gnosticism and its idea of Primeval
Man, rabbinic speculation on the cosmic body of Adam, the 0T idea
of corporatc porsonality. It may be morc correct to say that the idea
as it occurs in Paul is altogether original and has no sigle antecen—
dent, but is somewhat indebted to several. However, it seems that
Paul derived his distinetively original tnought from the reality of
the risen and glorificd body of Christ inte which the believers are
baptised (1 Cor 12: 13), whercby the belicvers together form a body
{1 Cor 12). They further share in this body in the Eucharist and form
one body with Christ (L1 Cor 10: 16-17). The unity of the onc body is
symbolisad by the one bread of the Eucharist.

It is in this body that Christ has reconciled humanity to the
Fathar (Eph 2: 16~22; Col 1:22); hc has made the Church one body, in
which onc Spirit dwells (Eph 43 4)- The physical realism of these
passages is remarkable. The identity of Christians with the physical
body of Christ is unique in Paul's presentation and is much more than
the union of members of a society with the governing authority and
with each other.

This physical realism lies behind those passages in which Paul
speaks of the Church as the body of Christ. This conception which
appears in 1 Cor (6: 15-17: 10: 17; 12: 12-27) and in Rom (12: 6-8)
and reaches its full splendour in Col and Eph is a creative achievement
of Paul. In Rom and 1 Cor the application of the term body to the
Church bears less on the unity of Christians with Christ than their
union with each other; diversity of offices and of charisms does not
institute a division any more than different functions of bodily mem—
bers institute a division. In Col and Lph the Church as thc body
of Christ is introduced with Christ as the head (Eph 5: 23; Col 1: 5;
2: 19). It is Christ the hend from whom the whole body is joined and
nourished, and grows with a growth from God in love (Eph 4: 16;

Col 2: 19). The iden of body is hure anl-rged to include the idea af
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growth, correlative with the idea of fullness. The Church and her
members obviously have not reached the destiny to which their
incorporaticn in Christ leads, and hence the body of Christ must be
conceived in such a way that, while it lacks nothing which belongs to
it, it 1s capable of oxpansion and perfection through growth in
numbers and in the esscential Christian virtue of love. Hence one

can speak of the 'building! of the body of Christ (Eph 4: 12, 16).

Zceclesiolegy of the Pastoral Lottaers

Prescinding from the question of the Pauline authorship of the
Pastoral Letters, the ecclesiclogy in these letters can be swmmariscd
as follows. Tho Church cmerges as a great sociological reality.
Thesce letters are concerned with questions of Church organization
and govermment, with the regulation and stabilisation of ecclesioclogical
conditions, with pastoral instructions for bearcrs of office and
others in already quite complex situations. A hicrachy of bishops,
clders and deacons is evident. The tcaching rests not so much on the
gospel as on the apostolic tradition.

The Church or community is mentioncd in only three passages in
1 Tim (3= 5, 15; 5: 16)« dn 3: 15 it is called the *houschold of God!,
the 'Church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of truth'. Here
the Church is a holy institution, a firmly bascd and well-furnished
housu, in which it is possible to move and which posscssos its own
order. That is made ceven clearcr through the comparison dravn in
1l Tim 3: 5 with the carthly house of o family.

The main offices are those of episcopes, presbyterci and diakonoi
and their dutics are cnumerated:
i) Episcopos and his dutics (1 Tim 3¢ 1-7: Tit 1: 7—11)
ii) Presbyteroi and their dutics (1 Tim 5: 17-19; Tit 1: S££)
iii) Diakenci and their dutices (1 Tim 3: 8-13).
The distinction between (i) and (ii) and their work is not very clear.
But cpiscopes is used in the singular whereas presbyteroi is in the
plural.

Great ctheern is expressed for the orthodoxy of teaching.  The
"sound dectrince (Tit 1: 9; 23 13 2 Tim 4: 3) combined with urgent
exhortaticn (narakalcin) receive spocial emphasis (cf. 1 Tim 4: 11;
€: 1; Tit 1: 9; 2 Tim 1: 11; 2: 2; 4: 2). S also the apostelic
doctrine becrmes o "deposit! ( arathoke), which Paul commits to Timothy
and which later must be prescerved (1 Tim 6: 20) by thc Holy Spirit
who dwells in us (2 Tim 1: 14). 1In this way the Church's principle
of traditicn and successich begins to become apparcnt. Timothy was
censeerated to this positich by the imposition of hands by Paul
(cf- 1l Tim 4: 14; 2 Tim 1: 6); he in turn is to appuint othoers (2 Tim
2: 2).

Thus the Church in the Pastoral Lotters asswunes a more institutional
appearance which scems to contrast with the pneumatic and indecd
heavenly naturce ©f the Church in Paul's carlior Letters. It is true
that familiar Pauline ideas of the "people of God" (Tit e: 14), of
the time of the Church as o time between the two comings of Christ
(L Tim 6: 14; Tit 2: 13; 2 Tim 4: 8) are present. However, the
eschatalngical tensi-n fades: civic virtuces arce insisted ong the enhe
flict with hercsices causes difficulties; nnd a more rigorous order and
discipline -re becoming apparent.
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It may be asked whether the picture of the Church in the Pastoral
Letters is a deviaticn from the earlier Pauline idea of it, and if
50, how to account for it. It may not be correct to attribute to
this change any iunner principle of growth; the mest we can say is
that it was called for by circumstances, and the danger was real of
the religicus spirit and the deeper, mission of the Church getting
lost. Here the institutional and charismatic components have fused
into 2 organic unity in as much as the "imposition of hands®
(institutional) confers the Spirit (charismatic).

III. Theolegical and Fasteoral Conclusions

FPaul understands the Church primwily os 2 local community
fully manifesting the total reality of tne Church and at the same
time there is a transcending reality, an ever—-growing reality that
is called the Church. The local Church is the place wher. Christ
is present, where the Spirit is at work: but it has always to lock
to this cosmic tranccending Church, reaching out to it, transforming
itself inte the ultimate goal which God has set for it. This ultimate
goal is nething but the anakephalaicsarthai ta pania en te Christo
(unite all things in Christ, Eph 1: 10) when God will be ta panta

en pasin (all in all — 1 Cor 15: 28).

The local Church hnz its own individunlity. The problems there
have to be solved in the context and culture of that Church (1 Cor
passim), but taking inspiration from the ever realised and ever-to-be
realised cosmic Churche.

Fach local Church is in itself visitle and structured, but in
its very visibility and structure it hos to manifest the invisible
and structureless dimensiors of the cosmic Church, the agape of
Christ to the Church ~nd the Church to Christ. Only to that extent
will the Church be holy and withour blemish (Eph 5: 23-32). 1In fact,
it is the 8pirit of Curist who cares for the order of the Churches;
they are completely unéer his dircction. It is the Toly Spirit who
accerding to Acts 20: 23, oppointed the prebyters of the community
as "overseers'" in thoe Church of God. FPazul knew that his missionary
preaching owed its success not to his human words but to the
"demcnstration of the power of the Spirit" {1 Cor 2: 4: 1 Thes 1l: 53
2 Cor 6: 6fFf; 12; 12).

The Spirit provides for the building up of his Church by giving
charismatic bearecrs of office. So the Church's possession of the
Spirit ultimately illustratesz the decisive fact that existing and
acting in the world, constituted in an earthly manner and directed
by human bearers of office, the Church is nevertheless built up and
led "from above'.

The tendcncy towards administrative cfficiency and safeguard
cf crthodox doctrine shows a morginal development in some leocal
Churches of the first century, probably after the death of Paul. To
defend the view that this is thentt.oval and logical sequence of the
growth of the Church as envisaged by Josus is simply hot possible on
the basis of chronological scquence. At the some time, as inspired
writings these latter writings (Pastoral Letters) of the NT tell us
how we have to effect a heelthy combination of the divince and the humane.
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Conclusion

The Church must constantly reflect upon its real nature in the
present with reference to its origins in the past, in order to assure
its existence in the future. It stands or falls by its links with
its origins in Jesus Christ and his message as recorded and interpreted
in the NT writings. Looking through these writings wc see that there
are different images of the Church corresponding to the different
emphases and perspectives, tensions and contrasts that accompanied
the history of the early Churchs There are significant differences
between the image of the Church in Paul's major lLetters and in the
Letters to the Colossians and Ephesians. So also the Pastoral Letters
present a very different picture of the Churche

It is easy to play off one image against the other. But it is
more important to find a deeper unity within these differences in
the context of the Pauline writings as a whole. In fact, all of
them aim at giving a positive account of Christ and his gospel; but
any attempt to harmonize artificially the different NT images of the
Church by keepingrto the apparently smooth surface of the texts
instead of recognising the contrasts that exist is dangerous.

It is also worth recalling here that there can be a morbid
tendency in the Church of any century and place to be concerned with
only those aspects of the Church which would justify its actual and
concrete forms of operation and it is likely that such forms are
preferred as are copied from the political set-up. The problem is
greater since authority, once it is associated with the concept of
'sacred' authority, is difficult to influence, and more difficult to
change.

Only a heart-searching analysis coupled with a genuine desire
to conform to the authentic recality of the Church as envisaged by
Jesus Christ can make any progress in the self-understanding of the
Church towards renewal. "Christ summons the Church, as she goes her
pilgrim way, to that continual reformation of which she always has
need, insofar as she is an institution of men here on earth. Therefore,
if the influence of events or of times has led to deficiencies in
conduct, in Church discipline, or even in the formulation of doctrine,
these should be appropriately rectified at the proper moment" (Decree
on Ecumenism, n. 6). The healthy orientations we sze today in
ecclesgsiological thinking and discussions should be a powerful incen-
tive to the Indian Church to understand its present situation and
pave the way for a meaningful ecclesiology for tomorrow.

(Reprinted from VIDYAJYOTI-JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION, Aug. 1976)

RELIGION IN LAOS SUBJECT TO PERSECUTION. Once compulsory religious in-
struction in Buddhist schools is now forbidden. Pagodas in Vientiane have
decreased from 85 to 5. Catholic missionaries have been forced to leave
three of the lour Vicariates {the situation of 5 JLE.P. priests in Savannak-
het is uncertain). The northern vicariates are left with only 9 priests
including Bishod Wantha for the 23%,000 Catholics. At one time the Oblates

of Mary Immaculate alone had 114 priests in Laos. One of these is left in
Vientiaqe to minister to the diplomatic corps. (FROM Mission Intercom,57)
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Sister largaret loftus, formerly missioned in Japan, has been appointed mission
comordinator for the Notre Dame de Namur Sisters.

The group of Medical ifission Sisters (Sister Ilapdaleen, Sister Teresa, Sister
Henriette) wh.o have been working in publicity in Holland are leaving to do pioneer
medical work in Brazil as from October. (from: vrienden medische missiezusters).

Tie Graw I1i1l and Company has recently published a book on "Participative
Manarement in the Church", by Peter Rudge. irs Rudge is an Anglican priest and
director of CORAT (Christian Organisation, Research and Advisory Trust), much of his
experience has been with Catholic religious congregationse.

The Pastoral Institute, Bodija, Ibadan, ligeria has published "the Church and
the ibdern World ~ A Catechism for Justice and Peace", by Fr. Colm Elwes, 0.5.D.

We are sorry to see the "letters from ASIA" which heve supplied us with much
excellent information are to be discontinued.

BIBLIOGRAFIA MISSIONARTA FOR 1975 now available from Propaganda I'ide Iibrary,
Piazza di Spagna 48, 00187 Rome or Pontifical Urban University, Via Urbano VIIT 16,
00165 Rome. Iisted are 1,762 hooks and articles on mission that have appeared in
Buropean languages in 1975, and reviews of 74 books. A supplement contains a use-
ful list of religious congregations of diocesan right in mission territories with
statistics and general information.

PROPAGANDA IF'IDE NEW FILIS now available are: 1) "Building the Church" which corw.
centrates on migsion aid and the Pontifical Societiesy 2) "Come, Follow Me" which
deals with missionary vocations. They are 25 minutes, colour, 8 or 16 mm.

COURSES promoted by CZ8TA in Social Development and Social Action are to be
held from 15th October at The Pontifical University of Saint Thomas, largo Angeli-
cun 1, 00184 Roma, Tel: 673 34 00. Far further informaition write to Rev. Andor
Raimundus Sigmond Q.P. Dean of the Iaculty in Social Sciences or Rev. Dhagvant
Boadvida Coutinho, Fh.D., Director of CESTA.

INODEP are offering a number of interesting seminares at the Intercultural
Centre in Paris from September 1976 ~ July 1977, for information write to Centre
Interculturel, 34 avenue Reille, 75014 Paris. Tel: 589 63 53.

A RESCUE FPLAN FOR ONE-YHILND OF [IANKIND - Among all the words uttered by more than
200 speakers during 80 hours of debate at the recently concluded World Employment
Conference in Geneva, one word stood out: change.

The upshot ~f this consensus was a deelaration of principles and programme of
action to effect major changes in development strategy, adopted by acclamation at
midnight on 17 June.

This final stotement of the conference includes proposals designed to avert a
multiple develomment crisis whish threstens the vorld. Over one-third of the popu-
lation of developing countries is trapped in the vicious circle of unemployment and
acute poverty. An additional 1,000 million people could be caught in the same trap
unless nroductive employment is found for them between now and the year 2000.

(110 INI'OR¥AVION, Vol.12, No.4, 1976).
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