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WOMEN -- ACTIVATING THEIR POTENTIAL

In this issue we remain on the topic of Women's Year and Begin with an article in which
Fr. McCormack MM, a recognized authority on population and development themes, explains
what women can do to help in the building up of their countries. He does not dodge the
problems raised at the Bucharest and Rome Conferences, indeed he puts them in a new per-
spective for us.

We make no apologies for reproducing Sr. V. Buisseret's letter on "Women and the
Ministry", though it is over three years Qld,' It is still timely and hard-hitting. And
she was seventy-five years old then! Fr. Masson's article on the contribution that the
"New" or "Young" Churches can make to evangelization is also worthy of close study. You
may not agree with him, but his v1ewpo1nt must be con31dered carefully as one element in

a continuing debate.

THIS WEEK: - | . mce
1. WOMEN AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES by Fr. A. McCormack MHN 333
2. WOMEN AND THE MINISTRY £rom a 1etter by Sr. V. Bulsseret -  ; " 342
3. NEWS FROM AND FOR THE GENERALATES R , 344
4. THE "NEV CHURCHES" AS AGENTS OF EVANGELIZATION by Fr. Masson SJ 345
5. REPORT ON WEETING OF STUDY GROUP ON ONGOING FORMATION 3 353
6. LIST OF ARTICLES SELECTED DURING HARCH by Sr.. Agnetta SSps | 354
7. ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING SECAM ASSEMBLY el 355

INSIDE COVER: SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT PARISH LEADERS’COLLOQUY conducted by
THE ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE

§ 0§ 8
COMING EVENTS: ' 2 ndhet _
HEALTH WORKING GROUP 16 MAY 1975 2-3:000p%ms - - SCMi{-M GENERALATE
EXECUTIVE COMUITIEE .. 19 MAY 1975 ' 4:00 pem. SEDOS SECRETARIAT
§ § §

NOTE: The Secretariat will be closed on May 8th (Ascension Day).

VIA DEI VERBITI, 1. 00154 ROMA, C. P. 50. 80. TEL. 571350



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

At the suggestion of a number of people the Ecumenical Institute
(see SEDOS 74/898) is going to make available one of the seminar-work-
shops presently being conducted in many parts of the world by its cor-
porate faculty. The aim is to share some of the practical methods,
models and approaches developed in collaboration with "local churches
across the world over the past twenty years.

THE PARISH LEADERS COLLOQUY is a two and a half day event designed
for concerned Churchmen, lay and clergy, religious and secular. It
focuses on: 1. Evangelization 1n the '"post-modern" world.

2. Religious life in a seciilar age. -
3. Grassroots renewal in the parish.
44 The Church as Mission to the world.

Participants have found this course provides a framework within
which a genuinely creative response to these ifsues is possible. It
facilitates a practical rearticulation of the profound depth of the
Christian faith in a twentieth century context, at the same time sug-
gesting means by which it can be given concrete sociological form.

Dates: 26 May —— 29 May

Time: Beginning 6:30 p.m. Monday evening with supper.
Ending 2:00 p.m. Thursday.
Cost: £ 30,000 all inclusive: room and board,

. curriculum materials, etc.
Locatitn: Villa Cavaletti, Frascati.

e do feel that this is a great opportunity and hope very much
that you can avail yourself of it. We would like you to have a first
hand impression of the Institute; also your subsequent reflections
would be valuable. For any further details or information, feel free
to contact the Ecumenical Institute at Via Monzambano 5/5, 00185 Roma,

telephone 49.28.63.
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WOMEN AND THE DEVELCPMENT OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES by Fr. Arthur McCormack,MHM

(Fr. McCormack is Development Coordinator of the Mill Hill Missionaries London and at
present consultant to Mr. Rafael Salas, Executive Director of the UNFPA.)

United Nations Internaticnal Women's Year 1975 has already produced a number of
events throughout the world concerning the status of women. The highlight of the Year--
the U. N. World Conference tc be held in Hexico City June 19th through July 3rd--will focus
world attention on the rights of women which have been so sadly neglected in so many dif-
ferent ways in different regions of the world. Except perhaps in some matriarchal sccieties
and in some specialised areas, it is only too true that "it is a man's world".

Strangely enough, it is in parts of the world in which women seem to have made the
most progress that the women's movement seems strongest and sometimes takes bizarre forms
which those intent on the true liberation of women feel uneasy about. It even promotes
women's "rights" such as abortion on demand. Nevertheless, it is not easy to generalize;
nor can cne take much comfort from the fact that two Asian countries have women prime min-
isters, while the developed countries of Europe, U.5.A., Canada, Japan, Australia and New
Zealand can only count one potential prime minister amongst them.

However, here I would like to deal with the relation of women's rights to basic hu-
man rights, the right to food and the right to a minimum standard of living, for those mil-
lions, hundreds of millions, especially in the Third World, who do not enjoy these rights
and sometimes are so tragically bereft of them that they die of hunger or live in inhuman
conditions. ' :

The world in which we live, contains "human tragedies reflected in the inability to
secure adequate food, health services, education, housing and employment, in the stress on
the environment and in other obstacles to the whole development process. In these circum-
stances everyone suffers. . .but it is the women and children who suffer most. In some
countries these human tragedies are related to the unprecedented population growth, which
nas doubled the world's population in a single generation. Today, the absolute number of
people suffering from severe malnutrition is greater than at any other time in the history
of mankind., Millions face starvation. Here again women and children are the first victims."
(From a draft of a suggested Declaration prepared by Women, Food and Population Programme.
Jashington. See Bibliography.)

In these circumstances, it might seem to be a luxury to talk about the rights of
Jqomen in developing countries. Actually in many ways, they are or should be and can be the
key to measures needed to relieve poverty and hunger. They can help to promote the authen-
tic development which the less fortunate half of the world needs. Their work alone camnnot
nake the difference between food shortages and an assured food supply, between poverty and
>lenty. But we have reached an era when we can say that without the full cooperation of
vomen and an improvement in their c¢ondition, visions of a better world for all will prove

to be empty drecams.
This is the negative way uf expressing the Facl lhat the role of women coule be de~

zigsive in creating a more just world, a world more in keeping with God's will.

There arc two areas connected with world poverty which I should like to consider.
The first is food: the second is responsible parenthood and population. :
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- farming methods,'especially using an 1ntermed1ata or apprOprlatL technology, social condi-
tions are 1mproved and glarlng injustices removed to give incentive to farmers, men or
women, to produce and distribute more food.

Most of Resolution II of the Food Conference already referred to deals with the need
to provide the rural conditions for improvement in the food supply. 1t expressly recognises
the important role of women in this ficld. There is no need to gquote the details of this
and cther Resolutions of the Conference., A useful summary in an inspirational form of all
the Resolutions is found in the Declaration "On the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition".
But the Special Resolution VIII on "Women and Food", having noted the peints about the place
of women in farming and nutrition made the following requests in the name of the Vorld Food
Conference: o

‘ 1. Demande a tous les gouvernements de faire pleinement participer

les femmes aux mecanismes de déciéion en matiérc de politiques de produc-

tion alimentaire ¢t de nutrition dans le cadre de la strateégie globale

du développement;

2. Leur demande aussi d'assurer aux femmes, dans la législation

comme dans les:faits, le plein accés a tous les services médicaux et

sociaux ¢t notamment aux aliments spécialement nutritifs pour les méres,

aux moyens d'espacer les naissances de manidre a permettre une lactation

“maximum, & 1'instruction et aux informations indispensables pour élever
des enfants mentalement et physiquement saihsjy
3. Lour-demande en outre de faire figurer dans leurs plans des

dispositions tendant & assurer aux femmes, sur un piled d'égalité. avec

les hommes, une éeucation ct une formation en maticre de production ali-

mentaire ct de technologle, agrlcole, de tuchnlques de commercialisation

et de distribution, tout en mettant a leur portée les informations des-

tinées aux consommateurs ainsi que des renseignements sur lcs questions

de credlt ct de nutrltlon,

4. Leur demande enfin de promouv01r 1 égallté des droits et des
respensabilités des deux sexcs de manlere que, aux cOtés des hommes, les

femmes pulssent mettre toute leur energle, leurs talents et leur compé— -

tence au service de la lutte contre la faim dans le moqdc,

Closcly linked with food and development is the other great human concern: npopula-
tion in the context of fully human development. This is a delicate subjucte It is espe-
cially so when it involves the Fact that the human race cannot go on indefinitely incrcasing
its numbers on a finite earth with.limited resources (however much one may extend their
potential and stretch their population-carrying capactity)s It is important to have clear
ideas about this subject becausc often confusion is caused by identifying it with birth
control and regarding anyone who tells the facts about it as an enemy of Humanac Vitae.

On the whole food is not a controversial subject. The general objective to wipe
out hunger and malnutrition is agreed upon, the need for the main measures arc also clear

though there may be diffcrences of emphasis:  to grow more food, to take measures to prevent

famine, and to have éarly warning of possible famines, to have food stores available if

famine strikes and so on.
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On the other hand the question of population is controversial. It is for this
reason, not because it is more important, that more space must be given it in this article.
The publicity which came out of Bucharest, though not the Plan of Action, tended to add to
the confusion. For example, a senior aid official in a donor country said after Bucharest
that now that Bucharest had decided in favour of development not population policies, some
of the money his government had earmarked for population could be spent on a steel mill,
because this was development and "development is the best contraceptive'. I am sure this
rather strange attitude was not common; but it does show that misunderstanding was possible
for those who had not studied the Conference and its Report too carefully. If it is true
that population is too important a subject to be left to population experts, it is even more
true that it is toc important to be left exclusively to politicians,

It wvas well said at the Bucharest Conference that countries do not have babies:
pecple do. And tO be more specific women, not men, are mothers. However much some women's
liberation movements tend towards a "uni-sex" attitude of life, this is a biological fact.

Perhaps in no other sphere of life have women been so exploited and their hwman
dignity ignored. For years, we have been told that women in developing countries want many
children and only when development c¢omes will they want less.  But often this data comes
from men in developing countries where women are under masculine pressures. Dom lMoraes,
who toured India and countries all over the world and asked women as well as men for their
views, found his experience backed up the few surveys we have of women's attitudes viz. that

women genecrally want less chiidren than they have. He asked one woman in a remote Indian
village how many children did she have and was told "sixteen". On being asked how many
she wanted, he was told "three'. S R

There is this persistent myth that women want to be breeding machines. A common
sight in parts of Africa is a poor pregnant woman with a child on her back and one at her
side. Pregnancies in such rapid succession mean that such women can never be healthy. Our
common sense tells us that scientific studies confirm this (Cf. e.g.Contribution of Family
Planning to Health and Nutrition, AID, Washingtion; Chapters 5, 6, and 7 in Le Probléme de
la Populatior, ed. Moerman, Centurion, Paris; various publication of the W.H.0., Geneva;
Women's Rights and Fertiiitg, Ruth B. Dixon, in Reports on Population, No. 17, January 13875,
Population Council, New York.) Spacing of children and responsible parenthcod are a great
need for women of the'deve10ping countries. These realities have important insights for
the inter-related issues which can be summed up as follows:

The status of women in the arcas of ecducation, employment, the family

-and public life can be considered as both a determinant and a ¢onsequence

. of variations in the timing and number of marriages and births. Evidence

from a number of countries suggests that a compelling argument can be made

for the cxistence, under specified conditions, of a strong relationship

‘between the exercise of women's rights in private and public life, on the

one hand, and their reproductive behaviour, on the other. The current and

potential impact of women's status on fertility is increasingly attracting

the attention of demographers and policy planners concerned with reducing

runawvay population growth rates. The importance of birth planning in fa-

cilitating the exercise of the human rights of women as individuals, re-

gardless of its demographic consequences, is as yet less fully acknow-

ledged or understood.
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Lack of the means to practice responsible parenthood, in accordance with religions,
beliefs and wholesome cultural and social customs, is one of the main infringements of wo-
men's rights at the present day. At the Human Rights Conference in 1968 in Teheran,
the right to opportunities for women to space the number of their children was affirmed.

The Holy See Delegation assented to this. This right was again affirmed at the Bucharest
Conference and at the Rome Food Conference a Resolution was presented((sponsored by 22 de-
veloping countries from all over the world) which called on "all governments and on people
everywhere not only to make every possible effort to grow and equitably distribute sufficient
food and income so that all human beings may have an adequate diet--a short-range goal
which priority and the best techniques might make possible-~but also to support, for a
longer-term solution, rational population policies ensuring to couples the right to deter-
mine the number and spacing of births, freely and responsibly, in accordance with the na-
tional needs within the context of an overall development strategy." (See Bibleography.
Recommendation was accepted to be put forward at ECOSOC entitled Egpulafion, the Status of
Women and the Integration of Women in Development, at the U.N. Population Commission meeting
February 18-28, 1975, to follow up Bucharest.) '

This Resolution was based on the relationship between food and population and the
need to slow down the rapidly expanding population growth.

It may be useful here to makec a distinction between population policies and pro-
grammes for implementing responsible parenthood. The latter are more universally needed
than the former because couples have this right of spacing or even choosing the number of
their children in whatever population situation they may be. There is no population situa-
tion in the world which could jusfify an ungoverned spate.of unwanted births; even countries
who believe they nced more children could not expect women to.have them in such rapid suc-
cession that they destroy their own health and jeopardise that of their children.

The duty of responsible parenthood however does become more urgent in situations of
great population pressure. For example, India has a population of 600 million increasing
by 13 million per year with a population density of 507 pecple per square mile (much larger
in reality when mountains, forests .and desert and mafginal'land is taken into acocunt). Its
rate of increase means that its population will be over one billion (one thousand million)
inhabitants by the beginning of the next century. It is no wonder Mrs. Gandhi has said
about her poverty—stricken country, '"We have to run to stay in the same place." To say the
least of it, it does noct help the famine situation in Bangladesh that the population density
of that country is over 1,100 per square mile. In these cases, personal decisions of couples
with regard to the size of their families to have a smaller number of children rather than
a larger one, blends with the needs of the country, not to reduce its population (this 1is
impossible), but to reduce the rate of population growth.

It is interesting to mote that the message of family planning for personal reasons
came loud and clear from Bucharest. Even Brazil, which not unnaturally has an expansionist
population policy being a very large country with a small population density of 35 per
square mile, affirmed also its policy of making family planning information and means avail-
able to all citizens including the poorest.

To those who are aware of the seriousness of world population expansion of this

-century——from 1.5 thousand million to 4 billion in mid-1975 to at least 5.9 billion and
possibly 7 billion, by the year 2000--it may have come as a surprise that the message of
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Bucharest was not so clear with regard to the problems of this rapid population growth and
the need to reduce the rate of increase. Some saw lack of emphasis on the "population ex-
plosion" as a triumph for the poor countries against the rich. Actually, in so far as it
was a victory at all (a very dubious one) it was rather won by the sparsely populated
countries of Latin America and Africa helped by the Communist bloc and some Arab countries
against the countries of the East with teeming, rapidly expanding populations of hundreds
of millions, helped by developed countries such as U.S.A. and Sweden.

The 19 countries of the East have a population of over 2,300 million, while 63
countries of Latin America and Africa have only a total combined population of 720 million.
89 countries of the 136 countries at Bucharest have populations less numerous than the
annual increase in India's population. It was no wonder that thesé countries stressed de-
velopment so much and by-passed the need for peopulation regulation. At it was, one country
one vote, it was easy for their views to prevail. This was a pity because those countries
who have problems of rapid poPuIa;ion increase do need the moral support of the rest of the
international community -and their plight does affect the global situation and thus every
country ultimately in the world. : )

For there have always been population problems but up to recently they have never
extended beyond a particular region. Now for the first time in history, mankind is effec-
tively conscious of its unity, cf belonging to "one world" and an excess of population in
one region is capable of disturbing the balance of the whole. An excessive regional growth.
for example in Asia, can put into question the future of the human race as a whole. There
is every reason to fear that if it is not slowed down damaging consequences for all mankind
will be inevitable (even if richer countries reduce their consumption and extravagant ways
of life: out of 30 million extra tons of grain needed each year 22 million is needed for
increase in population, 8 million only for extra consumption).

The emphasis on the population problem is not then a genocidal plot by the rich
against the poor or a trick by which the rich can aveid giving aid to the poor. It is a
reality which we must honestly admit and jointly try to deal with.

Bucharest, indeed, eventually came to realise this and the Conference accepted the
Plan of Action which encouraged countries to implement population pelicies suited to their
needs; in the: case of countries 6Ff the East their needs will be to try to reduce their rate
of increase, in the framework of an overall development strategy. Those who interpret
Bucharest as indicating that family planning is no ‘longer needed and population programmes
must be scrapped in favour of development have completely misunderstood the course of the
Conference and its result.

This has been a digression, a rather lengthy one, but it does re-inforce my main
themc of the role of women in development, which includes family planning and may well in-
clude programmes in certain countries, at least, of population regulation.

This role of women in development is just one aspect, an important aspect, of the
styuggle :for the rights of women. By stressing the needs of developing countries I do not
mean to imply that everything is well in developed ccuntries (See the statement of Common
Markel Vice-President, Dr. Patrick Hillery, April 18, 1573, urying Common HMarket countries
to end discrimination against women.)} or that we should promote women's rights simply be-
cause it will help to make them an instrument of development or food production. The real
aim of the movement is to remedy the situation where women lack human equality with men and
are deprived of essentidl human rights. :



SEDOS 75/339

But the area of family life and populaticon pressures is one in which women are often
subject to the’ cruellest infringement of their rights, and it should be an especial spur to
action on our part, that this is true of Catholic countries., I am referring to thc scourge
of abortions, especially irregular or illicit abortions, to which women feel they are driven.
Thesc take place, it is true, in many parts of the world. But for a long time they have
been especially prevalent in Catholic countries of Latin America. I can remember some years
ago seeing women in Santiago, Chile, victims of crude back strect abortions, lying on the
steps of the University College Hospital, waiting for beds occupied by patients being
treated for the same. Such conditions have now been improved yet frightening statistics
remain to bear out what onc woman member of the English Justice and Peacce Commission said:
"I wish that we would say soundly thﬁt we regard abortion as morally worsce than any other
form of birth control and we are disturbed that in so many Catholic countries 1t has become
the major form of contraception." (Abortion, of course, is mot a form of contraception but
her meaning is clear! A.M.)

of coﬁfse, it is true that if social justice and development were achieved, there
might be a complete change of life-style and therefore a reduction in the number of such
abortions. But surely these women canngt wait for.these changes, which will rot happen
overnight, to find relief from their horrible physical and mental sufferings, mutilation
and premature death, caused by abortions in primitive hygienic conditions. It would be
gooed if liberation theologians and liberation movements would take up their cause. There
is not much specific material in their writings so far on women's rights and need for lib-
eration. This liberaticon cf women could and should begin at once. It is sophistry and
against the facts to say, as some do, that people who are marginalised cannot be expected to
act responsibly in this matter and that they are so poeor that it doesn't matter how many
children they have, six or twelve, becausc of their poverty. Needless to say, it was not
a woman who made that bizarre doctrinaire statement. And surely the abortion wards of Latin
American hospitals are proof that women are trying to act responsibly in desperate circum-
stances by refusing, with a distorted but brave maternal instinct, to bring children into
a world which offers little but poverty and misery and ill-health to them.

The Vatican Council made it clear that concern for human development is part of the
pastoral work of the People of God who share the human hopes and fears, the joys and sorrows,
of humanity. Pope Paul has linked this in'a beautiful way with devoticn te Mary the Mother
of God. In his lengthy exhortation Marialis Cultus issued on February 2, 1974, in which he
gave guidelines for updating the theological and liturgical expression of devotion to Our
Lady, therc is & passaye which pinpoints the role which woman should play, and should be
eaabled to play, and offers Mary as an cxample and inspiration of women:

. 'The modern woman will note with pleasant surprise that Mary of Na-

zareth, while completely devoted to the will of God, was far from being a

timidly submissive woman or one whose piety was repellent to others; on the

contrary, she was a woman who did not hesitate to proclaim that God vindi-

cates the humble and the oppressed, and rcmoves the powerful people of this

world from their privileged'positions (cf. Lke 1:5t-53). MHodern woman will

recognise in Mary, who "stands out among the poor and humble of the Lora",

a woman of strength, who experienced poverty and suffering, flight and cxile

(cf. Mt. 2:13-23), These are situations that cannot cescape the attention of

those who wish to support, with the bospel spirit, the liberating energies

of man and of society. And Mary will appear not as a mother exclusively
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concerncd with her own divine Son but rather as a woman whose action helped
to strengthen the apostolic community's faith in Christ (cf. Jn. 2:1-12)
and whose maternal role was extended and became universal on Calvary.

These are but examples, but examples which show clearly that the figure of
the Blessed Virgin deoes not disillusion any of the profound expectations of
the men and women of our time but offers them the perfect model of the dis-
ciple of the Lord: the disciple who builds up the earthly and temporal
city while being a diligent pilgrim towards the heavenly and eternal city,
the disciple who werks for that justice which sets free the oppressed and
for that charity which assists the needy; but above all, the disciple who
is the active witness of that love which builds up Christ in people's
hearts." (Marialis Cultus, No. 37; sce also No. 34.)

The Holy Father in placing the vocation of women in the context of the devotion to
Qur Lady shows the spiritual source of the human undertakings which are needed to promcte
authentic human development and liberation. This underlines the fact that a change of heart
even more than a ¢hange of structures, is needed, for if strugtures change and people's
hearts remain attached to Fower, privilege and grecd, instead of love, one slavery may
simply be exchanged for another.

The Pope received on November 6, 1974, Mrs. Helvi Sipila, Secretary General ol the
Mexico Conference in June and gave his blessing to the Year and its purpose of promctin:
women's human rights. In a recent speech on April 19, 1975, to the Committec for Women's
Year, Pope Paul pointed to the need for greater efforts. For as he said, "There are still
millions of women who do not enjoy the esséntial rights or élementary respect." The Poze
went on to say that the Church gives its full support to the aims of Internaticnal Jomoin's
Year and that thce Holy See is‘happy to accept the invitation of the United Nations Organisa-
tion to participate in its way in the Yecar. He went on to say: "But the wholc Chuvrch st
be involved: a change of life-styly in local communities shculd be accomplished with roga.d
to the way that the rights of women and men arc respected and cherished and about ihe por-
ticipation of women in social life on the one hand and in the 1life of the Church on the
other." ,
' The Pope spells cut later in the speech the role that women should play in human
development. "The Year not only seeks to obtain equality of rights for women but it seeks
also the full integration of wemen in the world-wide efforts for development and in their
increaéing contribution to strengthen peace between men and peoples. This latter aim has 2
special relevance during Holy Year. As teachers within the Family and also in all sectors
of society, Christian women can give special support to the peace of the world and the build-
ing of a more just and fraternal world. Without the specific support of women--we are con-
vinced of it and experiernce of peoples confirms this--progress will not be fully human."

The contribution which women make will vary in different parts of the world and in
‘different cultures and will have to be by stages. This shcould not be used as an excuse for
delay or putting off needed reform but as recognising that the goals will necessarily follow
different routes in different societies and cultures and will evolve out of each country's
perception of its own problems, stimulated by the reflection and resclutions of the interna-
tional community. Wholesome cultural practices should always be given respectful attcntion;
but respect for cultures should not lead to a condoning of idecas and practices manifestly

against women's rights.
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Ihe tepe is realistic in his cutlook. MAlso," he says, "it is necessary to act with

good sense and nhot coastruct utopian programancs, thought ﬁp on high by an clite for an elite
but to reflect the true needs of people so they can proceed together by suitable and real-
igtic stagcs.”

This wioiily i3 very opportunz because the Year and the whele movement for the li-
beration of women could sﬁffqr if certain groups from certain cultures tries to force very
advanczd viows on those who they believe to be very backward. Being too far advanced, such

'vicws would be rejncted by those who are nct rcady for them or who genuinely see undesirable

clenents 1a thdii.

Tve U.i. Confeorence on Women in Mexico will be a political one and will run the risk
which the Buch.o ose and Rone Conferences ran that political capital will be sought out of
the me:ting ard =zome delegaticiis may try to switch the subject of the meeting to other causes
in wiich toey oy bo interestced; there will e somz, who like at Bucharest, do not want or
Feel thoey hove no aoec o discuss womel's rights and will try to divert attention from the
tonic of tio Coafercuze.  Thig should rot prevent useful exchanges of views, a tremendous
eduzatior sl uperaticn zal some concrete action plans to implement what the international

eomainlity was agrosz Lo clrcady and will accept at Mexico.

and Catholi. orzoaisctlcene and iadividuals to support the Year and the Conference and to
‘heln to brisg te locul level the change in customs that are needed to enable, women to take
their equal piice ln the commurity cnd to cosntribute to progress, especially in those coun-

A clear lexd has been given to "Catholic' countries (however one may define them)

trics who need 1t noct.
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WOMEN IN THE MINISIRY -- THE PRIBSTHOOD NOT EXCEPTED

{ This article summarizes 2 letter written in 1971 to the Synod of Bishops of that year
by a 75 year-old nun. We think it is still pertinent.

Sr. Valentine Buisseret called upon the Synod "to delegate to episcopal conferences
the rlght to confer on qualified women, on an experimental basis, the exercise of certain
ministries hitherto reserved to men, not excluding the priesthood”. The two main topics of
the Synod, the priesthood and justice in the world, are "of deepest concern to women" ac-
cording to Sr. Duissercet, who was alerted to the material poverty of some parts of the world
and the ministerial poverty of the Church during her missionary experiences in Mexico, Chile
and the Congo, as well as her work in Belgium,

Her long letter begins by recalling that Pope John XXIII referred to thce emergence
of women in society as one of the "signs of the times" responsible for his summoning the
Second Vatican Council. But she is carcful to make it clear at the outset that "it is not
a question of decaling with a group of ccclesiastical suffragettes, demanding top posts for
women. Our sole preoccupation is service in the Church as it opens out to the world along
the lines laid down by the council". Basically, the source of her request to the Synod is
“woman's love for God and her fellow men, a love that is not different in quality from a
man's love, since both have the same origin: the share in God's life given in Baptism".

Yet if the¢ Church is compared with the rest of society there is, she says, "a marked
contrast between woman's place in ecclesiastical institutions and the growing influence she
exercises in thc evolution of the structures of the medern world. . . .The Church remains

the only institution governed solely by men."

This she finds paradoxical considering that "Mary of Nazareth has been described as
the co-redemptress of humanity"; that Jesus placed great confidence in women and received
great fidelity from them in return; and that it was women who brought the news of the empty
tomb and thus were "the sole -link" between the Resurrection and the Apostles' faith. On
this last point she stresses the fact that the testimony of the women had no Juridical value
at the time and concludes therefore that a new "presentation of women was involved in mak-
ing them, in this sense, the first ministers of the word.

'Woman'q right to martyrdom was always recognised. in the early Church, and constitute
"the most significant recognition of woman'ts dignity'". But in the patristic period an anti-
feminist currcnt was powerful. She traces its influence through St.- Augustine and St.
Thomas Aquinas, whilc noting the carly exceptions of the deaconesses, especially in the Easy
and abbesses in thc Mlddle Ages who had, "practlcally speaking, eplscopal powers of govern-

ant"

The lettcr contindes with an examination of the doctrinal arguments against the in-
clusion of women "in full apostolic service". These have "no theological foundation what-
ever", she- says, but are "invariably the result of social conditioning". She guotes the
12th resolution of the Concilium conference in Brussels (1970) passed by 143 votes to 21,
with 13 abstentions: "We must denounce discrimination against women as practised in Church
and Stales The Lime has come to take seriously woman's place in the ministry".

St. Paul's prohibitions are often quoted. Sr. Buisseret submits that "we can com-
pare his attitude to women with his attitude to slavery. Paul never condemns slavery. In-
deed, he encourages Onesimus to return to his master, Philemon. WNever does he entreat
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Philemon tc set Onesmius free. But ha does inject into the master-slave relationship the
Gospel precept of brotherly love which ultimately--but conly after many centuries--brought
about the abolition of slavery. Paul accepted the sociclogical structure of his day. He
inserted his teaching into the structure and thus sowed the seed for a flowering which he
himself would never see. Analcgous to his attitude to slavery is his attitude to women."

A similar answer, she thinks, can be given "to the time-worn argument that since
Christ did not choose women for his apostolic college it is difficult to see why the Church
should do so today. It is obvicus that neither the Apostles nor Christ himself could resist
the social pressures of their day." '

After attacking the notion of women's“impurity", which in spite of its pagan origin
is a prejudice which "still lurks in the ecclesiastical subconscious", and is "enshrined in
Canon Law", she complains that "the story of the Fall has been impressed on minds in its
most literal interpretation'. It is, she says, ridiculous to conclude that if Eve had not
been there, Adam would never have sinned: '"theologians are unanimously agreed that the
first sin was man's sin, the sin of humanity."

She ncxt considers the objection that the priest represents Christ and that there-
fore only a man can properly fulfil the symbolic quality of the office, To tnis Sr. Buis-
seret replies that 'it is not difficult to dispose of this argument with the help of recent
Christolegy. Christ, as head of the new humanity, assumes in his person all human values.
He does not represcent half of humanity--the male half." Moreover, "we might add thaft the
priest at the altar is the symbol not of Jesus the Nazarene but of the Lord Jesus, seated at
the right hand of thc Father, enthroned in an eternal priesthood. If the symbol is to be
really significant, if it is pot to lack half its content, then we should welcome the advent
of women pricsts. For we need a full, clear expression of the' reality signified: men and
women in the friendship of God, the whole of humanity reconciled in Christ."

- 8r. Buisseret then returns to the argument thét Our Lady, "the model of the perfect
woman'", was never a member of the ministerial priesthood: that 'she lived a hidden life, in
silence, mocdesty, self-effacement, deference to the will of others, a seeker of perfection
but in the wings--in the cloister, one might say". Such a portrait, she feels, "is at vari-
ance with a true lariology®. -For "Mary is the symbol of the new humanity regenerated in
Chfist”, a regeneration which is not limited to women. "It follows that she is as much the
model of the perfect man as of the perfect woman.”

:

Nor should anyone argue, Sr. Buisseret maintains, "that man alone can convey the con-
cept of Father. The idea of paternity, attributed to God, transcends sexuality. It implies
love, the source from which all good comes, and the relationship of filial dependance. It
in no way implies that the minister must be a man. Besides, we can turn the argument round.
We say that the Church is our mother. Surely a woman better reveals the maternal role of

the Church than a man. "

She concludes with some examples of the kind of function envisaged, as follows:
"+ A nursing Sister prepares for the sacraments a patient who has received only Baptism.
He has told her the story of his life and wants to fulfil his Christian duties before dying.
The religious is allowed to give him Holy Communion but only after a priest has heard his
confession. The local clergy are overworked: they promise to come but the patient dies
without the sacraments. This is a common experience for the nursing Sister: 'We hear the
confession long before the priest. If only we had the right to reconcile in the name of
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the Church, tc¢ give Holy Communién,'to:anhoint the sick, and thus joﬁrney with our patients
to their total liberation in Christ,’ :

"2, In mission countries, women Rcligious, who are already in charge of parishes, should
have the bishop's permission to preach, admlnlster the sacraments, act as animatrs of the
laity. : :

"3. Religious women in education wish to give a really effective Eucharistic catechesis.
They would like to have a Mass for the group but camnot get a priest. Could they not share
the Gospcl‘message through Biblical readings and dialogue, and Preside at a Eucharist ad-
apted to'the mentality, interests, problems of the group? '

"4, Could a woman Rellglous not confer Baptism on chlldren whose parents she has led to an
understanding of the sacrament? :

"5. Could shc not Preside at a private First Communion celebration for whic¢h she has pre-
pared the children?" = '

¥ OK ¥ ¥ H % “* X % %X % % % H H
NEWS FOR AND FROM THE GENERALATES:

1. ONGOING FORHATION OF RELIGIQUS

' The USG has. arranged a ébne day meeting on thlS topic on Friday, May 9, 1975, at the
SALESIANUM (via della Pisana, 1111: on the GRA, bus 98 crossed, from Largo dei Florentlnl).
The meeting is to start at 9:00 a.m. ending with a Eucharistic Liturgy at 17:30. Fr. J.
Heolman SVD, Fr. 1. Capitanio SDB Bro. Pablo.Basterrechea FSC and Bro. J. Shea C2 will
introduce the subject. Fees: Lit. 3. SOO (th. 2.500 for dinner and SDB fac111t1es, Lit.
1.000 for USG sccretariat expenses).

w2 PENTACOS'AL CONGRESS®

10,000 "charlsmatlc%" from every continent will flock' to Rome at Witsuntide for the .
celebration of their second world Congress. This will beégin during the afternocon Friday,
May 16th and will close after three days with a papal audience. "

Cardinal SUENENS who will attend the forthcoming Congress with Gardinal ILLEBRANDS,
has written a book on this SubJeCt called "A New Pcntacostq” in which he takcs a sympathetic
view of charismatic movements whlch he depicts as an- "epiphany" capable of awakcning faith

.and 1nsp1r1ng hope.

3. STAGES THEOLOGIQUES D'HIVBR 1975-76
Centre Saint-Dominiquc "LA TOURETTE", Eveux, 69210 L'ARBRESLE, F
Recyclage: 1) du 1er Octobre au 13 Decembre 1975
‘ * 2) du 26 Janvier au 10 Avril 1976.
Approfondissement--du 5 au 23 Janvier 1976.

De plus amples informations vous seront communiquées en application a la dircction.
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THE "NEW CHURCHES" AS AGENTS OF EVANGELIZATICN

by Reve Fra. Masson, SeJ.

Twe of the terms in the title of this article nced to be defincd at the outset. In fact
they take on mennings more or less broad beth in current usc and in ecclesiastical use.
To lecave them in their ambiguity would prevent the reader from undecrstanding what we want

to say.

Under thc name of cvangoelization, the Yast Synod included practically every activity of

the Church and its members, everything designed to arouse, mointain and develop the faith,
this last ferm being tsKen in all its possible breadth. Such a fulness of meaning scemed

at first sight very practicaly in fect it would permit almost every intervention on ony
subjcct tc be ~ccepted within the scope of the Synod. But it had its great handicaps; it
made it practically impossible to compose a final synthesis sufficiently focussed amd suf-
ficiently exact; the facts showed this,

In order to.aveid a disadvantage of this kind, and alsc because this artlcle 15 issued
from ~ Faculty of lMissiology, the word evangellzatlon is taken here in a prrc15e Sense,
although still in 2 rich sense permitting wide application - the sense in fact in which

it is used in the decree Ad Gentes (6): c¢vongelization as the proclamation to non-Chris—
tians until new Churches are for all practical purposes established., Our description, which
begins with Ad Gentes and keeps the same sense, introduces in addition an idea more clearly
expressed in Lumen Gentium (17), that of particular Churches,

Under the namc particular Church, as under . that of local Church, current use signifies
several different reclitiecs; the same applies up to a certain point*seem 2lways to have
made a clear distinction between these two expressions. This is why Cardinal Baggio, who

is responsible for the Congregation for the Bishops, found it necessary. to present a note
to the Synod; "Dc accuratiore usu verbis Ecclesiae "particulnris" et "localis". This ncte
could scarcely have bcen based on existing Cancn Law, sincc this is in course of revision,
but it referred to the Council; it is in linc with conclusions drawn from the same docu-
ments and expressed by cursclves for some time. It differs from them on one point, in de-
fining a diocese as a territorial division entrusted to z bhishop, which is right; but it
leaves ocut cascs, which do cxist, in which the "flock" of a bishop is not fixed by = geo-
graphical demhreation but by a personal relationship of the foithful whcrever they may be
to a certain bishop. This happens cspecially in the Oriental rites, ‘both in the casc of
the Uniates and the Orthodex, Leaving ~side, thercforc, gceographical considerations, which
do not apply everywhere, to teke gp more suit=bly theological and hierarchical considera-~
tions, one could say thot the vital unity in the universal Church is cons tituted by: a com=
manity united arcund himself by a bishop in the ordihary and immediate exercise of his ju-
risdiction, in vicw of his triple pleanary power, i.c. of teaching, or worship and of an
authority of service, The Council gave profound cxpression several times to this subject:
community of faith, hope and charity (L.G. 8); fellowship of life; of truth and of charity
(L.G. 9); community of faith, liturgy and love (£eGe 19). :

* to the term local Church.rTheimcmbers of the recent Synod themselves do not «..
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The Council also indicated on whet conditiens o particular Church is "adequately establi-
shed"; endowed with their own vitality and maturity; provided with a hierarchy of their
own which is jeined to a faithful peorle: adecquatcly fitted out with requisites for living
a full Christian 1life"; and finally, the peint which brings us again to missicnary ecti-
vity: Hhaking their contribution fer the good of the Church universal” (£.Gu6). This is vee
ry much what Cardinal Boggio stresscd: "That portion of the Pecple of God which is entrus—
ted to a bishop to bc shepherded by him, so that it constitutes a particular Church"
(Christus Dominus, 11). The new Dircctory of the particular Church, always using the word
to designate the community of a bishogp.

What, then, is o local Church? The term is to be Aassociated, according to the logic of se-
mantbes, with a geographical area. The Cardinal; in the same note, sliggests applying it

to the ”sub-eplsco;el” (gcographical) units; if one can so-tall thcm} which 1re'pnrishes.
or rcligious hou;es of common lifes; this seems to us less sultable as the dgroups concer-
ned, cven though in a fixed place, have no territorial jusrisdiction.

On the other hand, thore is mach greater reason for including with the local sub—cpiscopal
communities the lgcal supra—ep15c0ya1 conmunities, that is to say, a grouping of scveral
partlcular episcopal Churches in.a larger socioc-cultural unlty, this is gcnerally fixed
by a geographical rsnd political frontier mnd cxpresses 1tscl£ in thc concrete in an cpis--
copPl Cﬁnfercncc. The _term the Church of-France, of’ Indl(, even of Ffrlca, or of A51a, 15
us Ed. . . . o L R R L -

_"(Catholic) pluralism', said Cardinal Suenens, "is expressed in'th¢ local Churches which

bear, make prcsent, rcveal in themsclves the mystery of the' unique Church of Christ. They

are its concrete incarnction in space and time" (Splrltus, 49 (1972) 151)

This mutual exchange of goods and services is beneficial at the “seame tifme to the whole and

to the parts- "The whole and each of thc parts reccive increase through thé common offort

to attain fulness in unity" (L.G. 13).

In the fulness of the measure in which they cxist, live and sharc,in the general dynamicsm

of the Church, the Churches both local md particular have a duty of active cvdngclizntion

of nen-Christians, But actually it is certainly on the particular Churches, "of which and
in which the universal Church lives", thot this duty falls, begimning with a fundamecntal
regrouping around, with and under =2 bishop.

These clarifications having been given, we would like to underline three new aspects of

the work of evengclization which arc incre~singly giving a new slant to missionnry cffort:

1« The final aims of missicnary actien, fofmerly cxpressed principally in terms of the
Universal Church, are now more and more expressced in terms of particﬁlar Churches.

2. The agents of missicnary action, alsc traditionally considercd in the perspective of
.the Universal Church, arc looked upon more and more in the light of the leocal Churches,
Planning has undcrgone the same change.

Each of thes; statements is werth commcntlng on, and this could be enllghtenlng for futurc

actlon. _____
I, Missionapy Action — its aim .
We have already alluded to two different conciliar texts which are intended to deter-
mine the final ~im cof missionary activity.
The first is in /.4 Gentes. It sees the fulfilment of cvangelization in the "planting
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of the Church" (6). If one wanted tc one CQHldldiSCﬁSS this image, but what interests

us here is not the image but the reality. The concept behind this expression is the
Church in thc singular, unique, universal, extending beyond its present human limits,

to new mcn, hnew groups, new societies, “hat is stressed is the centripcetal movement

of assimilation. This outlook rcfleocts the Ecclesiology of Votican I, the accent placed
on the primacy of the Pope; it also reflects what the missions have strongly developed
in many of thc nevw centres of Christinnity = devetion to the Common Father of the faithe—
ful; finclly it shows the desirc of the newly-estoblished weak communitics te find sup-

port from thce rock which is Peter.

On the contrary (thc impression of cocntrast is false, as Wwill be scen later!) the Cons-
titution Lumen Gentium gives a differoent formulaticn: "Until such time ~s thelNew Chur-
ches are cstablished® (17). e have had occasion clsevherce to comment at length on this
text (Kerygma, Volume 6 (1972), No, 18, 35-53). Our purrosc at thc moment is only to
take nete of the expression itself, of its "plural" form. Obviously missionary dymamism
has been influcnced here and uscfully clnrified by the present historical movement in
which thc desire for autonomy and the achievement of indepcndence by the young nations
shows itself again after the outbreak of western wcrld imperialisme The rediscovery by
Vatican II of the "autonomy" {understood, of course, as cum et sub Petro, as has often
been said) of the bishops in their own sphere is also found again here.

The decrce /.4 Gentes besides recognized very cxplicitly, in its final text, the extre-
mely important fact of the establishment of lcocal Churches as the aim of missionary ac-
tivity. This is why what appearcd in the first drafts only as the cnd of the general
chapter on Mission Work- (Chapter Ii) became a scparate chapter (Chapter III), where at
least some of the essential marks of a mature Church are described,

This new placing of cmphasis canhot fail te mark the method of cvangelization in the
future. Rather than moving towards an excessive centralization in which the unity of
Latin style and the direct intervention of central authoritics would contribute to crea—
ting uwniformity -~ which some people would consider the ideal = missionary aétivity will
tend mere than in the past to give an increasingly important place in the formation of
communities to local elements and to "authenticify". It could be a matter of the lan-
guages of the forms of eucharistic and sacramental liturgy, even of the way of cxerci-
sing authority; in short, it will be a matter of allowing all possible freedom to spon—
teneity, both particular {of an cpiscopal community) nd local {of a definite cultural
or political socicty).

There are already landmarks: On the one hand, the appointment of bishops or other in-
digencus people to take charge in the new Churches -~ which appeintments will be more
and more frcquent and more and more speeded up. On the cther hand, the crcaticon and
maltiplication of Lriscrpal Conferences.

It is net only a2 question of "actions"; in fact, a good many powcrs (though undoubtedly
too few so far) have been put into the hands of Confercnces and of individual bishops;
some of the lotter consider that too much has sometimes been given to the former. find
the 5ynod has shown clearly that the bishops of the new Churches, those of Africa most
vigorously, claim the right to proclaim their problems, their objectives and the way

in which the Churches should be established, in a hecalthly pluralist way.
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2. Missionaries from elsewhere... Missicnaries of the country.

The change of cmrhasis shown in the fixing of the aims of missionary Aactivity finds its
parallel in a new sense of positive responsibilities and of their distribution.
I more healthy theology, a more vital self-awarcness, have made Christians understand
that they cannot descrve thcir name in these days, nor cven work out their salvation
as they should, if their profession of faith remains individual and interior. Spiritunl
progress, as thce human progress of which Populorum Progressic speaks, is henceforth

" seon as a rcality beth "global" and "interdependént.lt does not concern only "my" soul
which must be'saved", as an old hymn uscd to sav, but the souls of the wholc world for
which cach one is responsible, It is not cencirned either only with the soul, but with
the whole man, in & syncrgy morc and merce complete qualitatively and more and more uni-

‘versal quantitotively.

The Christian of tocday understands better, and the Synods and also the Council have re—
peated it to him often, that thurc is no truce Christian who is not an active Christian
apostlcs: by his life, his werd, even possibly by his total giving o himsclf.

Now it must be admitted that this "active" and "indepondent™ point cf view has not -
for several reasons - assumed its full dimensions in the Christianity of fifrica and
fisiz. - - L. e et e

Seme Christian commnities of Asia, converted even earlicr than- the-west, have been
able to co-cxist for more than a thousand years with non-Christian ncighbours withcut
showing much apostolic concern towards them, scarcely cxcercising en apostolate, con-
tenting thomsclves with peaceful co=cxistencc.

As for thc Churches born in these last centurics, and especially during the last hun-
dred and ‘fifty yecars, they have cften lived in a state of almost tetal dependence and
passivity. ’

Certainly, thcre arce scveral reascns which cxplain this attitude, though they do not
Justify it. The 19th century saw in the werld a technical, scientific and political
suprcmacy of the-West-in whichk the people of fisia and Africa were for a long time do--
minated, not living their own lives ner cven reacting in a truly frec and persemal way.
The-missicnaries themsclves came from cutside, belonged to the Weost amd shared in-this
"aura" of power. They had religious»truth,-intellectual acurmen, great material resour—
ces. Their apostolrte, often cxercised in simple rural surroundings, gave them a posi-
tion of censiderable pre-eminence; by force of circumstances the introducticn and di-

rection of new dovelopments = among others the developments of the Church -~ rested en-
tircly in thoeir hands.

In the eyes of the people, they sceomed to be Providence. Lnd they werce so in many areas,
withtbeneficial results on the whole,

This was not without the danger of an exccssive drag on the initiative, and still moro
on the spirit of initiative, of the communities.

Missionary policy in gencral accuentuated this drag. The dircctives came not only from
missionarius who were foreigners (cven though thoy were established on the spot and
werc Sympathiscrs); they emanated from distant central offices where the outlock was
necessarily vestern and where - with a jraisc-worthy intention but to an exaggerated
dogree = the aim was to guide all local initiative as by radio-contrcl according to

2 rlen fixed abroad. 'hat young community, still small and rudimentary could have re-
sisted this control so bencvolent though a 1little stifling? So the communitics werc too
ready to depend on them, as if this stage of infoncy were normal and intcended to lasta
Finclly, and unfertunately, the Christian people and their missicnaries ran the risk
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of changing, imperceptibly and almost unconscicusly, their mission as provisicnal tu-
tors into that of perpetual mastors.

The paternalistic solicitude of the cne group and the too childish trust ¢f thce other
thus lasted until the grand awakening in the middle of our century. Let us not deccive
oursclvesy we are not roferring to political re-awakenings, to achicvements of inde-
pendence, though these were of great impertance: but we refer also to spiritual re-awo-
kenings, markcd by the extension of education in all areas, by the deepening of Chris—
tian life in the elite of the young Churches, the clerical elite but also some of the
laity, by putting loccal people in charge, and final)¥y by the Council doctrine of the
apostolic responsibility of every Christian and of every Church.

It was in fact during the Council that those drawing up the decree Ad Gentes werce asked
to indicate clearly, among the essential characteristics of a maturc Church, a missioc-
nary awareness cnd cffcrt {4d Gentes 20).

It will bc noted that tho text of 4d Gentes does not nmake allusion in any way, AS sup-
port for this statement, toportunist censiderations of psychology or politics. At the
outset it places the reader at the heart of the Church's doctrine with this simple sen-—
tecnee which is nevertheless full of mcaning:

"The particular Church, becausc it should be fully coenscicus thot it is sent also to
those living in the same land as itself who Jdo net belicve in Christ". Bverything is
said herc, and clcarly said, and it sheuld be applied everywhere.,

Mcreover the news is not so new as it might appear! In 1886, when Lec XIII founded the
Sceminary ~t Kendy for Indian clergy, he had a mecal struck on which was writtcn: India,
it is your sons whe will be your saviours: Filii tui, administri tuae salutis.

Fifty years Father Charles repeated this thought for ancther country: lissionarics, he
said, must fcund the Japanesc Church which should eventually cvangelizce Jhpan.i

It was nearly a ccntury_latef that Paul VI exclaimcd at Xampala: "The Africans should
themsclves be their own missicnaries® 'L £5., 19, 575). ‘

Onc cannot but rejeice at the development of = missionary comscicusness in the Young
Churchesd s it is bucoming very clear among the local bishops. It is beginning .to come

tn light,” Iittle by little according to circumstances, among the local clergy. Young
Indian Christions from the South arc becoming missionarics to the Mvrth, in very dif—
ferent circumstances and with different languages. African pricsts from countries bottor
supplicd with clergy are offering te help or to replace in other countries where clergy
are dwindling or have becn expellcd.

It has cven hoppened that missionarics frem young Churches hawve cone to ~hother Conti-
nent: from India to Lfrica, and even to Burope! They are thus carrying out the duty
which .all particular Churches should assume in the Universal Church.

Cn a bigger scale, it is impressive to sec, for cxample in the Synods, the bishops of
the Young Churches concerning themsclves with the religious problems of the West, and
with the scculorised masses whe necd to be re=evangelized.

But it remains ccrtain that some Young Churches have yet to be awakcened to a universal

and missionary vision.

Help, still,., but mrre »lamning!
The role of the particulqr Young Churches, or the bigger local Churches, in evangeliza-
tion, is not concerned only with the final aims, which they fulfil clearly than hefore
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nor only with the agents of missionary acticn whom they must supply morce than bcfore,
but also with plans for evangelizing and missionary acticn which should be mere ond

more left to their decision.

Mcreover, this is one of the demonds most coften expressed by the bishops cf these Young
Churches, whether in interviews which they grant or in cfficial mectings of the Syneds
or of Plenery assemblies of the Congroegation for Evangelization.

There is a long rcad to travel herc in order to evaluate the progress which the parti-
cular Churchcs hove accomplished during thesc last threc decadcs.

There was a time whon the image of the cvangelizing Churches was substantially the sames;
the main characteristics were werked cut for the Centre ~nd reprocduced everywherc.

4t this same time decisions about the manmner of missionary evangelization were also made
at thce Centre, cven for preblems specifically linked teo lccal situations.

L solution choscn with a good intention, for an cternal problem existing in any socicty
of any size: the degree of docility which global synergy demands and the degree of au-
tencmy on the spot called for by the concrete situation and the capacity of the lacal

athoritics!?!

It is no longer worth defending this solution or discussing its foundation; henceforth
it is certain thot thoe incrcase of the Young Churches mnd their growth te mature res-
ponsibility will carry us beyond planning coming down wholly from on high. There is cer-
tainly no denying that general lines of action exist, and have a universal validity.
But even at the highest level the determination of these dircctives cannot bc well car-
ried out without much consultation of the local people in charge. Furthermore, it weas
in this way'that the Synods and the Pleanary Assemblies were sct up and worked.
Besides, this is not sufficient. In the geniral framework mentioned above, actually cs=—
tablished by commecn agrecment, cum ¢t sub Petro, lccal planning, in order to be adapted
to circumstances, must necessarily be divoerse.

This displacement of the centre of gravity of missionary planning was expressed offi-
cially on the tuchnical level when the system of commission was replaced by that of
mndate. Formerly a territery not yct evangclized, cor in coursce of evangelization, was
entrusted from on high, by the Holy Secc, to the higher authoritics of a missionary so-
ciety who undertook respensibility for it, providing as far as possible the personnel -
and the resources, and usually providing the head of the hierarchy: prefect apostolic,
bishep, and directing in agrcement with this head the whele apostolic peolicy. It is
coertain thot often the influcnce of the intcernational missionary society, withits num-—
bers and often equipiped with resources, wos in fact stronger than that of the bishep.

The fixing of apostolic objectives was done from a point of view always well-intentio-
ned, but rother distant and vertical: not without advantages, however, for the effcc-

tive co-ordination of cfforts.

The indigenous bishops of the prosent time, considered individually, generally have not
the sAme rescurces as the societics. They complain of buing kept under control by the
societics, who more or less supply them with personnels; they censider that the decisions
made by forcighers whether cutside or within the country are not always those called

for ond which they themselves would make,

They also have the feeling, theologically justificd and confirmed by the decrce 4d Gentes,
of being, by duty and by right, "thc centre of the whole apostolate" (n.30) end they
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rcfusc to be "redio-guided" from cutside.

¥Mgr Ishibangu of Zafrc wrote récently : "What scems to me to constitute a fundamental
problem is the rclationship of the vniversal Church with the particular Churches, Much
is said about this and it is rccognized that this problem causes difficulties in prac-
tice, cspecially in what concerns the right of initiative and decision" (Spiritus, 49,
1972), 142). This rcmerk is especially valid in conncction with tho effort of evange—
lization of non~Christians.

Obviously wec must beware of excess:;'"It would be dcplorable if some bisheps came to con-
sider that their responsibility sicnified a complete "diocesanisation" of the missio-
nary_ work of the Church" (n. Bell in Revolution in Missionary Thinking, 53).

If "frcedom camnot be disscociated from total sincerity, from constant adhesion to its
own decp and total reality" (J. Girardi, Christisnisme, Libération de 1'homme, 84),
each young Church at every moment should scc itsclf and should live its life in the

totality of catholicism.

It is on the basis of this thceological conviection, of this psychological attitude, and
~in view of a more harmonious co-ordinaticn of effort, that the system of mandate was
cstablished. The local bishop is no longer the one who receives, as a result of deci-
sion madle morce or less outside his country, thesc persons or that help, But it is he
who, having considercd his needs and drawn up his plans, chooses and calls those col-
laborators whom hc considers suitable (but whom, alas, he Jdogs not always find, in

our time of few vocations). fLnd it is he who decides, furthcrmore, in contact with the
Supcrior of the grrup concerned, thce place and work of cach one according as he judges
best befeore God.

Thus planning as well falls teo the particular or local Church, in an egalitarian and
‘fraternal diclogue with the cther bisheps who supply mutual help and the missicnary
surcriors themselves.,

We should not see in this just a kind of persconal "claim", but rathcr a more correct
understanding of thec role of the bishops and the progress of their Churches,

It is in this kind of context that missionaries from outside will be involved in future.
4 recent enquiry shows that the local bishops still went them (cf. Who will carry the
Gospel i the nations tomorrow, 44th Missiclogy Week at Louvain, 1974, rcport of Father
Fox, §VD). DBut they outline the portrnit of the missionary of tomorrow. Perhaps the
essentinl with regard te the dutics of these missionarices in the local Church could

be summed up under threc headings:

The first is "insertion": thce missionary rocot himself in his new community, accept
fully and carry ocut thce will of his superiors, csteem and share the conditions and
life=style of his brethren, never say “"them" but "us", Mgr ¥'Dayen, Archbishop of Ban-
gui, in a pasteral letter of .the 3rd January 1973 made some pointed remarks on this
subject (sce SEDOS, 1973, 173=175).

In this inscrticon, the missionary must proactise an authentic and simple humilitys; it
is not (it is 1o longcr) he who has to draw up the list of problems and prioritics

for action, but thrse in charge in the country: he should net bring inte his new sur-
reundings the “iscussicns and seolutions of his country of origin; they would often be
irrelevant. Hce nust listen, learn, and in corder to make his contribution - which remains
very real -~ await the wish and the mandate of the local Church.

His only concern is to serve. Not that he did not do this in the past, but then servi-
ce was often accompanicd by two humanly cncouraging characteristics: the exercisc of
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autherity and the feeling of achicvoment, The first of these choaracteristics has defi-
nitely been tokern from him =nd transferred to the local Church; the second, in accupa-
tions which are ne longer chosen according to our western criteria, is also lacking

to him at times, The essential is to serve, to help each local Church according to the
way it chocses, tc carry out this great work, neccssary to its existencce - missionary
activity. o

It is often said that this new emphasis indicates an essentﬁal-and radical change in
Mission. This is an exaggerated statemont, First, becausc the final end remains unchan-
geds to give Jesus Christ to humcnity and humanity to Jesus Christs. Secondly, becausc
the changes which heve happened concern in fact the ways of achieving this unchanged
aim and its agonts,i.e. elements which are important but never unchangeable,

The last word on this ¢reat availability to renewal has alrcady been said by the first
of the apostles to the Gentiles: (Others than myself) "prcach Christ with the right in-
tention, ocut of nothing but love", What does the person matter, "as long as Christ is
proclaimed", (cf. Phil. 1, 16-18),
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STUDY GROUP ON ONGOING FORMATION

The Group met at 4:00 p.me on 22 April 1975 at the Sedos Secretariat.

Present: Fr. G. Lautenschlager C.M.M. Fr. J. Farren 0.P.
Fr. J. Daly CsS.5pa Fr. R. Every Q.P.
Fr. J. Gross- C.S5.5p. Sr. M.J. van Dun 0.5.U.
Sr. A. Deseyn I.C.M. Sr. A. de Sa SeCulloM,-M,
. Fr. J. Lang ) , M. M. Sr. J. Burke S.N.D.N.
Fr. F. Doyle UeFeMiCaps  Sr. L. Giacchetti S5.5.8.D.
Ir. J. Rlchard O.M.T.

Moderator: Fr. G. Lautenschlager, CeMoM.
For SEDOS: Fr. B. Tomma and Fr. L. Skelly, 3.M.A.

There was a wide-ranging discussion as to the best method of conducting ongoing formation
and what such formaticn should contain. The "awkward" question as to what ongoing formation
(or renewal) meant was also raised and provoked lively argument.

1. There was gcneral agreement that ongoing formation was best conducted in the local church
in cooperation with the local hierarchy. The effeort should be inter-congregaticnal and in-
volve priests and sisters (both expatriate and 1ndlgenous) As far as possible it shcould be
conducted by a team recrulted on the spot from people who really knew the scene, its problemg
etc. If such teams were reinforced by "periti" from abroad well and good, but these mugt not
be allowed to dominate the programme or set its tone. Experts in the various appropriate
fields should be trained and as far as possible this should be done locally, lest they lese
touch with the concrete realities of their home countries.

2. As regards the content of ongoing formation courses, there was general agreement that
they should cover both the intellectual and spiritual. But they must concemntrate on the per-
sonal meaning of the Christian values expressed so as to integrate these into the lives of
the participants. How to do this successfully {always allowing for Ged's grace) was recog-
nized as the central problem. There were plenty of courses available both in the developed
countries and those of the Third World; we are not short on documentation. But how to de-
vise a course which really had impact on the personal lives and convictions of thosé engaged
in it was a far more important consideration. Many of the programmes given "at home" were
lacking in immediacy and realism. HMany of those given in the "mission" countries were too
often dominated by ocutside experts, "stars" or "gurus", as some people called them. These
latter were interesting but their impact was seldom lasting. Hence the need for courses de-
vised and carried out in the milieu inh which the missionaries (and their indigenous co-workers)
found themselves, courses having the whole-hearted backing of the hierarchy and Regional

Superiors.

3. The meeting fihally decided that the following steps should be taken:
(a) Discover a valid workirg definition of "Ongoing Formation".
{b) Miscover what the goals of such formation should be.
The results of such research would pe sent to those who had attended the meeting.

The Group dccided to meet again soon after Pentecost.
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LIST OF ARTICLES SELECTED DURING MANCH compiled by Sr. Agnetta S5ps

IV. SELECTED ARTICLES

Code NQL‘

-(MM-D/74)
2.085P
(cp/12/75)
2.78CT

(1/5/75)

2, MEP
(ERB/84/75)
2. MEP

(ERB/83/75)

2. MM
(c10/3/72)

2o MM

(¢10/3/72 and

C11,/1/73)
2+ MM .
(8/3/4/74)
2 MM

(C/13/W-5/74)
2.7A

(PES59)
2.PTNE
(MeM/6/75)
2.87

(B/27/2/74)

24 5M

(c/72/75)
2.5M
(c/73/75)
5.ADS
(2/75/3)
5.DC
(1671/73)

5.E
(13/75)

Title of Article (Number.oﬁ pages in brackets)

La situaticn actuclle de 1'americue Latine et de son Eglise, by Guzman

Carriquiry. In M2} ET MISSTION, December 1974. (28)

The missionary from ahroad.eud the local Church, by John Correia-Alfonso,

5J. InC38P LOCUVYZIPATION, No. 12, 1975. (9)

Instituti ris~jonani o miscione ruova. In NIGRIZIA, No. 5, 1975. (10)

L'homme nouvoan ckircis: . mothe o1 réalité? by Léon Triviére. In ECHOS

LY DUS DU EAC, Yo.84, 1975. (5)

La_révolution ¢n ). w-me en Chine, by Léon Triviére. In ECHOS DE LA RUE

DU BAC, No. 83, 1975. (6)

The Peruvian Pilot Peodoct, by James J. Madden et al. In CHANNEL, vol.

10, No. 3, 1972, (8)

_Plrltlliltv owedzld in o Hissionary, by W. A. Kaschmitter, M. In
HAMIIT, Vol 10, ¥2. 2,71972 and Vols 11, No. 1, 1973.(1972-4/1973-

Maryk:oll ond *k\ indiganous peoples of Latin America, by John Gorskl,

Mi. In v av 00L BULLSTIN, Series 3, Ho. 4, 1974. ¢ (4)

Mapuches: the Tr-icas of Chile, by Eugene I'heisen, MY. In CHANNEL,

Vol. 12, Winter-Going, 1974,  (4)

Incardinaticn of !"issicmaries in their Home Diocese. In PETIT ECHO,

MMo. 659, 1275, (10}

Due Tectirouiio e oolle Russia di Breznev, by Pierc Gheddo. In MONDO
E NISSICI T, Yo. 5, 1975. (16)

The Liberating /ction of Christians: The Proper Basis for a Social Pas-
toral Theal7y, by ‘rneld Zentene, 5J. In BLUEPRINT, Vol. 27,

-2

Mo, 25 1974. (3)
Marianigth Cwtem of Frcearch and Development--Progress Report. 1In
COMVUIL CATTONS (84), No.o 72, 1975. (3)

The Catholic Scinc)l, rled v of Evangelization, by Brother Charles Henry
Dutiimer, ©72.  In CURUNICATIONS (SM), Ne. 73, 1975. (7)

Statistics on Popularionn, Catholics and priests in Africa. In AMECEA
DOCI T eNTION 8. FVICE, To. 2/75/3. (2)

Ilotre fol ~» J'n« CLrist: Déclaration de 1'Episcopat du Zaire. In

LA Du"?;:i5 LA CATHOLIQUE, No. 1671, 1975. (5)

Bible znd Quiion, Ly J. M. Geudeul, PA.  In ENCOUNTER, No. 13, 1975.
(14)
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5,ICI
(476/75)

5.IRM

(64/253/75)
5.IRM
(64/253/75)
5.L

(54/75)

5., ML
(113/75)
5,08
(6/15/74)
5. PdM
(80/75)

5.U

(34/74)

5.9

(25/4/74-75)

ANNOUNCEMENT ¢

Thailande: Une révelution Bouddhiste? In INFORMATIONS CATHOLIQUES
INTERNATIONALES, No. 476, 1975. (5)

Confessing Christ Today: An Orthodox Consultation, by Ion Bria. In
INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF MISSION, Vol.64, No. 253, 1975. (27)

Confessing Christ Today, edited by Emilio Castro. In INTERNATIONAL
REVIEW OF MISSION, Vol. 64, No. 253, 1975. (94)

How well did Medellin read social conditions? by Ames Rolando. In
LADOC, No. 54, 1975, (9)

Una experiencia de comunidades de base en Colombia, by Rcoman Cortes. In
MENSAJE IBEROAMERICANO, No. 113, 1975. (4)

Statement of the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conference held in Taipei
from April 22-27, 1974. 1In ONE SPIRIT, Vol., 6, No. 15,1974. (4)

Un mois chez les bonzesses, by Jean-Marie Bosc. In PEUPLES DU MHONDE,
No. 80, 1975. (2)

Evangelization and humanization, by Horacio de la Costa, 5J. In UISG,
No. 34, 1974. (16)

The response to Ujamaa socialism: Maryknoll Missicng in Tanzania, by

Joseph Carney, Md. In YORLDMISSION, Vel. 25, No. 4, 1974-75. (7)
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SECAM ASSEMBLY

The 4th Plenary Assembly of the Syrposium of African Episcopal Conferences (SECAM) from
the 22nd to the 28th September, will meet in Rome on account of the Holy Year. The first
two assemblies were held in Xampala in 1969 and in Abidjan in 1970. The third was also
held in Kampala in 1972,

During the first assembly, the Bishops discussed various aspects of the Church in
Africa; at thc second, they examined matters relating to catechists and priests and worked
on a final version of the statutes of SECAM; at the third, they studied the rolc of the
laity. This year, in connection with the recent Synod of Bishops, the theme will be "Evan-
gelization in Africa Today'".

The Dishops will give particular attention to one of the subjects brought into
prominence by the Synod: the "localization" of the Church: i.e. the Church must become

rore African in its liturgy, in its theological presentation and its expressicn. They will

discuss ways in which the Churches can become less dependent on outside and will make plahs
For greater missionary cooperation which will extend beyond national boundaries. One of

Hlan S measAda A
LAC LInedla

te practiczl tasks is the implementation of a decision of the 1972 assembly,

l.e. the cstablishment of a Panafrican secretariat for the laity.





