 DOCUMENTATION

00§

T4 e 40 = Rome, 6 Dec. 1974
This week

IHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Thig issue of our weekly service includes the documents necessary for a fruitful
Assembly on the 16th. I would have liked to give a ionger report on the first
response of the Generalates to the question about priorities in following up on
the Ivangelization Synod. But answers are still trickling in - with a lot of
nuancess Still, I am looking forward to a lively (and conclusive!) debate on the
16th, which will give me the opportunity to provide you all with a fuller picture.
Meanwhile, please take the short memorandum (74/844) as merely indicative of
where the wind in blowing.

B. Tonna
1. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 16 DECEMBER: CONVOCATION AND AGENDA 837
2. DOCUMENTATION FOR THE ASSEMBLY 838-846
3. MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 2 DECEMBER 847
4. MINUTES OF AD-HOC MEETING ON ETHIOPIA AND MOZAMBIQUE 848
5. A NEW MISSIONARY ERA: PASTORAL LETTER OF NETHERLANDS BISHOPS 849
6. COMMUNICATIONS: MULTIMEDIA MEETING 851
7. LISTS OF DOCUMENTS RECEIVED DURING NOVEMBER 852
8. LISTS OF PERIODICALS RECEIVED DURING NOVEMBER 854
*xk
*

COMING EVENTS

DEVELOPMENT GROUP 9 DECEMBER 4 pm SEDOS SECRETARIAT
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 10 DECEMBEK 4w 3EDUS SECRETARIAT
HEALTH GROUP 11  DECEMBER 4 pm SCMM-M GENERALATE

: : sl o o Via di Villa Troili, 32.
(a1l interested members cf Institutes are invited)
*

*%K
*

CONGRATULATIONS 3

Our very best wishes to Fr. Fernand Jetté on his election as Superior General
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Ad multos annos.

Yours sincerely,
Fr. Leonzio BANO, FSCJ.

VIA DEI VERBITI, 1. 00154 ROMA, C. P. 50. 80. TEL. 571350
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CHNERAL  ASSEMBLY Convocation

The 45th Assembly of Sedes will be held on Moanday, Lecember 16, 1974 at
16:00 at the FSC Generalate, 476 via Aurelia, Roma 001¢5 with the Follow-
ing @ agenda:

Tines A Ttem: Documentation:
16:00 1) Minutes of the A44th Assembly Sedos 74/524
2) Membership in Pro Mundi Vita : Sedos 74/838
16115 3) Executive Sccretary's report for 1974 Sedos 74/839
Matters arising ‘
1£:45 4) Coffee break
17:15 5) Priorities in following up on Evangclization
issues raised by the 1974 Synod. Sedos 74/%93

In plenary session, Sedos 74/843-844

18:15 6) The Budget for 1975 Sedos 74/845
In plenary session.

19:00 7) Concluding prayers

Simultaneous translation into French and English will be provided.

Full documentation is provided.

The meeting will start on time, given the heavy agjenda to be dealt withe

Sister Francis Webster SCMM-M will be the Moderatrix of the Assembly.

e
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PRC MUNDI VITA (PMV)

1

S

FMV is a Christian international associatiocn now ten years old at the service

of Churches and organizations committed in a Christian spirit to the future

of mankind and particularly concerned with justice and peace issues. PMV

attempts to analyze situations (needs, trends, aspirations) of territories and

areas, applying modern scientific methods to dicocver the pastoral means best

adapted to help the Church - local and universal - respond.

In a spirit of international co-responsibility, PMV promotes Mhorizontal commu-

nications by:

(a) publications: PMV-Bulletin, 6 times a year in 5 languages and Special Notes
in 3 languages, an information service on ministries,

(b) an annual colloquium on burning issues (1975-China: 1975-Women and Men as
partners) in Belgium internaticnal and elsewhere (regional).

(c) surveys on Church situations (e.g. Nigeria, Ghana, Thailand, Ethiopia and RCA).

The Assembly of PMV meets once a year in Belgium on the occasion of the interna-
tional colloquium (1975: August 27-29). An advisory council, formed by the
funding agencies meets four times a year. A managing board is formed by the
President, 2 vice presidents, secretary, treasurer and two members. Besides
SEDOS, PMV is inviting 3 other members to join its Assembly: Bishop Mahon,

P. Gheddo, and Pilar Belosiyo.

In inviting Sedos, PMV hopes to:
(a) receive fresh stimulus, criticism and suggestions.
(b) improve communications with Superiors General and to serve them better.

In recommending to the Assembly, the acceptance of this invitation, the Executive
Committee of Sedos, hopes to improve cooperation with agencies concerned with
missionary work by exchanging and confronting own experiences with those identified

by PMV,
Generalates who could like to receive PMV publications and information regularly,
could write or phone direct, mentioning Sedos to:

Fr. J. Xerkhofs, Director PMV
rue de la Limite 6
B 1030 BRUSSELS (Belgium)

Tels {(02) 17.85.24
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BEDQD EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPCRT FOR 1974

1. Significantly the tenth year of Sedos has been marked by the crucial issue~ of evane
" ‘gelization today. Three of our Asgemblies were dedicated to this topic. The -Secreta—
riat followed the Evangelization Synod closely-both before and during its Rome
scssion in October. We end this year more convinced about our commitment to this
councern but still asking ourselves how to translate such conviction into practical
scrvice to those directly engaged in the current evangelization effort.

2y.02 dssembly
Uur June Assembly approached the vast problem by breaking it down into its major
cultural expressions ag it faces Islam, the Oriental religions, Africa, Latin Ameri-
ca, the Marxist and the Western areas. Its preparatory groups paved the way for the
emergence of a certain consensus about the priority our Institutes were actually as-
signing to the tasks of luymen in small communities in dialogue with men and women
of other faiths and ideclogies. This consensus was examined again by the September
Assembly. After that came the Synod and this fourth Assaembly of the year is being
asked to confront this consensus with the issues raised by the Synod and to trans-
late it into pricrities for action so as to follow up the same Synod by practical
sarvice on what we think we, as a group of missiocnary sending Institutes, can, and.
shouwld, do.

3+Ihe Executive Committee
The other Agsembly of the year, held in February, renewed most of the members of the
HAxecutive Committee. The new President, Bro Ch. . Buttimer invited these to a close
scrutiny of the Sedos brief and of their particular role. The new team identified
its function as that of a core group, animating the wider Sedos Group to collaborate
clogser in the common evangelization effort. The Executive Committee then dedicated
special attention to the two basic structures of Sedos: the Assembly .and the Secre-
turiats The Assembly was repeatedly invited to identify its consensus on the basic
issue of evangelization. The Secretariat was given sharper job descriptions.

4.The Secretariat
In my report last year, 1 painted a rether Lleak picture of the Secreta~

riat. I am afraid that our usual troubles, turnover, sickness, long vacancies are
still with us. The efforts of the Executive in crcuting the job of office manager
and liberating me for more studies and more direct contact with the Generalates, and
its solicitude in £illirg the vecancy of documentalist, werc neutralized by the

fact that both the persons assigned to this job and myself had to do the other
things entrusted to absent personnel. We did muddle through, thanks to the wimova-
ble dea dlines forced on us by the Synod but I sometimes think emergency is fast be-~
coming normality with our Secretariat., To avoid this a new concept has been launched
by the Executive and I firmly believe that, if this Assembly does something about
it, we could finally break the vicious circle, besides bringing our declared will

to cooperate closer to reality. The idea is for the Generalates to take turns in se-
conding members of their Institute to £ill, say [or two or three years the posts

at the Secretariat. We usually succeed .in putting up a brave face when confronted
with difficulties but this should not hide the urgency of this Assembly taking

this concept seriously. .
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The Seven Services

a) That said, I really ought to pay tribute to the preseat Staff for carrying on
and delivering the basic services. In fact this hzs been o good year for the most
demanding service of all - the weekly bulletin. & ygoold hulf of the issues

touched on the Synod. Our October reports have ue~en found particularly useful,
because of their comprehensive approach, their ev.luations and their data.The
wider evangelization topic has Dbeen well covered - and I refer to our reports on
Lausanne, on our summary of current trends in evungelization practice, and to

our documentation on its maj.r patterns. Another high woint in this years billetin
was the March listings of missivnary formation facilities.

b) The other written service of Sedos is Joint Venture., In 1974 we lost the man
who had given it shape and it is only now, as we struggle to replace him, that we
seem to be realizing the sterling services he rendered. ihe last issue of this
year has been entrusted to Fr. L. Skelly SMA, but ajzin, this Assembly is beeing
asked for ideas and moves to secure a new Editor.

c) We did not have the usual number of small meetings this year. The average works
out at about one per weeks. A preference for "adhog" meetings rather seems to be
emerging and almost as a consequence, we are finding it hard to rouse interest in
the three permanent groups. Stiil the Health group is exploring fascinating ground
(and attracting the attention of those not specialized in medical mission) as it
probes inte the theology and practise of the healing ministry. The Soc. Communica-
tions group has become very clear headed, but it is stil” short handed. The Deve-
lopment Group adopted the wait and see attitude immediately before and during the

Synod but is now moving again.

d) The documentation service has become richer, this y=cr, in terms of valuable
documents entered on its index. But if is still struygling to find the most accep-
tableway of processing this Jdata for immediate uce by tha Uencwalates. We are
currently exploring the possibilities offered by :rg;nizinf!f me of this data by
country. In this respect, the last issue of weekly oulletin/is intended to let
these fal the shape the feountry" files are taking. Jeedback will help us adjust
the slots we have laboriously created in order to make cur processing system compa-
tible with those of sister doucumentation services. another 1574 development in
documentation was the possibility, at no extra cost, of computerizing our index
and selected items of our data. A feasibility study of the prcject is being
conducted.

e) We did not eingage in specific missionary studies, this year. Though of course,
one could consider the effort made by the Assembly to face the evangelization
issue a study in its own right.
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The Balance
These seven services are not there for their own sake——~or to make the life of each

member Generalate a fracticn easier. They are there to promote the missions—and to

do this through closer cooperation among these same ernrcralates. How far has 1974
brought us as regards cocperation for mission? }

a) Cooperation among members of Sedos, I feel, has bcen given new impetus—and perhaps
a new shape—by the decision, taken by the outgcing Exccutive Committee and implemented
by the new one, to free the Executive Secretary from several "off’ i.ps for more
personal contacts and visits to the Generalates. This vac a p . wicularly timely move
because I have never beforec scen so many new faces among our group. A number of
administrations have been completely renewed and, in many respects, I feel like a
salesman, obliged to offset the loss of o0ld clients by perzuading new ones to buy

his ware.

b) In general I sell mission and cooperation. #nd it works. The products or, rather,
the services may not be so convincing but their purpose is readily accepted. Hesitancy
occasionally creeps in: the new faces are bewildered by the maze of other salesmen,
some offering very similar services. Is not Sedns duplicating with USG-VI, or with

the meetings of Secretaries, or of Assistants, or even of Bursars? Or with IDCC and
FMV? We should take this seriocusly: duplication is the exact opposite of cooperaticn.
I will ‘be the first to recommend the folding up of Sedos when I am convineced that c.»
work can be done by other existing agencies.

c) My answer right now, however, is to recommend first, maximaum cooperation with the
latter, in order to work cut with them the borders of ocur Activities. This year thi-
kind of cooperation has been pushed with the Vatican bureaux (PF, SPCU, JP and Cor
Unum), with USG and UISG, with the WCC and, still further, with Evangelicals
(Lausanne). Reports are given regularly and it is up to you to decide how far
duplication has not been satisfactorily eliminated.

d) This cooperation, of coursc, is deliberately restricted to mission. One of th.
cens tant preoccupations of this group, during its ten years of existence, has be.n to
specify its purposes more sharply. One of the first fruits of cooperation among our
Institutes and with others has been to help us do exactly that. In practice, it has
helped us identify and define dimensions of mission which are particularly close to

our hearts. I think that the year 1974 has made us more aware than ever that, all

the time, we were concerned with the motivation and the patterns of mission. This

year that motivation has emerged as evangelization. In turn we discovered that this
basic motive takes different shapes as it responds to thc different eiltural situations.
We seem to have rediscovered, this year, u..t the pattern which runs through these
different shapes is cross—cultural evangelization——a pattern we defined back in 1972

as the charism of a (overseas) missionary—-"The ability and willingness to live in =
cultuare not his/her own for the sake of the Gospel and, given the opportunity, to
proclaim that Jesus is the Lord."

The Next Step
And so we come to the end of 1974 with a sharper focus on our basic purpose. It iz

cooperation for cross=cultutal evangelization. Is there room, for a group like ourc
to do something about this without duplicating the work of others? It is right that
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we look for an answer not from within our group. If we seek it in the '74 Synod,
the ansvwer is a resounding yes. So vast is the evangelirzation field, as it has
emergad from the Synod event that the challenge is nct whether there is room for a
group like ours but whether we are really able and willing to do something about it.

Not for ourselves but in crder that the world he evencelized., This is the
real parameter. Given ocur charisms and our rescurces, we could offer our cooperaticn
in what concerns our cross-cultural thrusts and through our fund of experience.

The cross=~cultural thrust is not only inherent in ocur status as international
commnities but also in the actual deployment cf the missicnaries we hope to serve.

Our fund of experiences could be tapped more effectively by the development and
use of more refined tools for our documentation and study services,

The challenge then becomes: given the vast, coften virgin evangelization
field, as this has been mapped out by the 8ynod, which areas could we explore,
together, as a service for the world?

And that is exactly the challenge facing this particular Assembly.

From the half yearly report of the Zvecitive Secretary:

"There will certainly be more overlap after the Synod . But,
not less certainly, there will be mor: work tc do about
cross cultural, world, evangelizaticn «..render operational
clarity of purpose achieved by creating more rofined instrue
ments for collecting, classifying wd studying our members'
expe?iences and, above all, interpreting thum as the signals,
the signs cf God's plan" (74/473)
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2 OF: PRIORITIES IN FOLLOWING UP ON EVANGELIZATION ISSUES RAISED BY THE 1974 SYNOD

[ ]

to: the Executive Committee
from: the Executive Secretary
on: 2-12-1974

Member Generalates were invited to indicate their preferences from a list of
15 issues raised by the Synod on evangelization tcday (SEDOS 74/793). Of the
24 who responded
13 pointed to the issue of the discovery of the wurk of the Spirit in current
history
11 to the small community
11 to primary evangelization
11 to human develcpment and liberation
9 to lay participation
8 to dialogue (other faiths, other ideclogies)
8 to new ministries
8 to youth
Other preferences are in tabular form. This should be read with great caution
because several qualifications were made to the pricrities expressed. The Secreta-
riat has recorded these but, for the sake of clarity, has opted for this simplifi-
ed table ~ which should be taken only as a fiwst orientation for the Assembly of
December 16. Note that 3 Generalates have already ordered their prlorltles(FSL.
SA, SNDN) but in the totals no attempt is made to'weigh' these.

The most interesting of these qualifications vere raised as regards the exercise:

a) what would be the procedure, after an eventual indicaticn, by the Assembly,

of common priorities?

b) is the list of the 15 points definitive? Could not its items be re-grouped,

and new ones introduced? Some items needed further focus.

c) what would be the final outcome of an Assembly indication of priorities?

d) each item requires its own kind of follow up. Once the Assembly selects the

items of meore common interest, a task force could be formed to recommend on ways

and means of procedure.

e) which kind of follow up patterns are we aiming 2t? [hings which could be done

at Generalate level? at the grass roots? Euth? Ihings whicn cannot be done by

individual Generalates?

£) Some things could be a matter of routine work for the Secr.tariat. In this

case the Assembly’s mind will be valuable becausa it is one way of providing focus

for the Secretariat.

Other issues, not listed among the selected 15 (74/793) were proposed - and the

Assembly could take note ©of theses

--the question of "local theoulogies"

~-popular religiosity

--awareness-building amonyg grass root missionaries, on the urgency and patterns of
common approaches to the major evangelization problems.

~-plurality of evangelization patterns
The question which goes to the Assembly:"which could be the issues(listed or propo-

sed) which could provide strategic areas for cooperation among the Sedos members?”
The fewer the issuer identified. the deeper we can go into then.

Annexe: Table of Preferences nxpressed.
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ANNEXE:  TABLE OF PREFERENCES LX:iESS I
(as of 1 December 1974)
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1974 and PROPOSED BUDGET 1575

EXPENSES BUDGET 1574 ACTUAL ESTIMATED PROPOSED
; EXPENSES 1974 BUDGET 1975
Operating Expenses
Rent, Heat, Electricity 610,000 61 0.000 6504000
Felephone 500, 000 365, 400 400,000
Postage B8U0. 000 653.110 700.000
Cleaning 400,000 28G. 480 400.000
Public Relations 350.000 290,460 350.000
Stationery & Office Supplies 850,000 . 1+453.866 1 +500.000
Printing & Photocopies 175.000 - 150000
Deplacement 200,000 150400 300,000
Travel 800,000 3754257 450.000
Joint Venture 2,000,000 1.936.540 2.000,000
Consultations & Legal Fees 450,000 - 5LLUo 450,000
Fees, Subscriptions & Books 600,000 3954977 600. 000
Equipment 300. 000 154.434 900,000
Simultaneous Translation 1504000 75 . 000 150,000
Contingencies 600,000 30,000 300,000
Depreciation 373.514 373.514 338.831
TUTAL - OPERATING EXPENSES 9.158.514 "7.238,438 9.,638.831
Personnel
Exc. Secr. 3.416.000 341 600U 3+ 904,000
Dffice Manager & Eng. Asst.  2.257.000 2.257.000 2.563.000
Recpt. & Fr. Asst. 2.623.000 2,623,000 2,989,000
boc. & Editor of Bulletin 1.220,000 1,220,000 1.+403,000
Doc. Librarian & Doc. 750,000 637.690 1.025,200
Doc. Study Sec. 2.074.000 1.276.344 2,385,100
Clerk Typist 1.342.000 454,842 1+830.000
Part-time Secretarial Help - 5554785 650,000
Insurance 2,928,000 1.822,605 1.500,000

Separation Fund
TOTAL ~ PERSONNEL

TOTAL EXPENSES

14267546

17.917.546
27.076,060

m=ErmEmEalRT

1.004.778

15.277.044
22.515.482

B

14545+347

19.794.647
29+4433.478

Z=mSmeamES
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PINANCIAL STATEMENT 197, ani PROPOSED BUDGET 1975 - page 2

INCOME BUDGET 1974 AL L BRTIAATED PROPOSED
IETOAE 15974 BUDGET 1975

Mumbership Fees - Institutes 22.708.250 220755 0L0 24+575.,000
Jealth Donation - CIDSE 1.150.000 1.332.000 1 .300.000
Sales & Fees 150.000 36e612 50000
Reimburse Photocopies 15.000 A5 U03 50.000
Reimburse Telephone 70,000 - —
Miscellaneous {Reimburse Postage) 200,000 — -

242293.250 24e 200,615 25,975,000
BALANCE DECEMBER 31, 1973 5.008.680

INCOME 1974

29,217.295

EXPENSES 1974 22,515,482

6-701 081 3

BUDGET INCOME 1975 25.,975.000

32.676.813

BUDGET EXPENSES 1975 29,433,478

BALANCE __3:243.335
INCOME 1575 BUDGET

35 TImgtitutes a 650,000 22,750,000

5 Institutes a 325.000  1.625.000

1 Institute a 200.000 200.000

24.2084615

24.,575.000
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EXsCUTIVE COMMITTER

A meeting of the Executive Committee of Sedos was held on December 2, 1974,

at 16:15 at the Sedos Secretariat.

Present were: Fre H. van Hoof 54A, Sr. Mary Motte FiY, 5. Danita McGonagle SSND,
B Sr. F. Webster SCiM-t, Fr. J. Boucharc.

In the chair Bro. Ch. Buttimer FSC

Secretary Fr, B. Tonna
1) The minutes of the meeying of Oct. 28, 1974 were token as read and approved(?%/??T}

Matters arising:
a) Fr. He van Hoof SMA would replace Fr. J. Har.y on the U5G-VI-Sedos Committec.
o) Fr. L. Skelly SMA was working on J.V. The adcress list would continue to be per-

iodically checked by inviting subscribers to rencw thelr reguest for it

5r. Danita presented the Bulget proposals for 174 {(sec 7-/845-6 for version, revi-
sed according to the remarks of this session). It was noted thats
a) The cost of living had gone up by 25 ¥ during '.74. Am attempt was made to raise

salaries by 20% but that was nut pogsible, given the current income. Salaries were

ha

~

being raised by 15%.

b) The Insurances vote was being cut downe. It was not practical to follow the Spirit
of Italian social legislation when those employed were not Italians, or were on
short contracts. Health Insurance would be taken for aii but other forms of insu-
rance would be negotiated.

¢) A new item was added to the expense side, personacl: pravision for part time
workse This would provide for emergencies. To balance this item, the contingency
and travel vote would be reduceds

d) Books - always kept at a minimum-~would now appear on the same vote as fees and
subscriptions.

e) The membership fee woull
sent value of the Italian lira against the US dollar.

f) A request was made to provide for further jumps in the cost of living during

1975. Present resources, however, did not seem to warrant it.

Through the budget discussion, it become clear that new solutions had to be worked
out in future. The major expense vote was personncl anu it could become unmanageablc.
The Executive Committee, therefore, would recommenl to the Assembly of Dec. 16, the
cunsideration of a project for seconding staff, bv turns, for 2-3 year periods, for

be lit 650,000 for 1975. This is czlculated on the pre-

the member Institutes.

3+ The procedure for this Assembly was then hammered cut:

--5r. Francis Webster would act as Moderator.

--After the minutes, the PMV invitation would be voted on. The Executive Secretary
would then read his annual repcrt(74/839) and the fioor could comment.

-~-After the coffee break, the Assembly would work, in plenary, on priorities from
the Evangelization list circulated in November(74/793).Fr. Tonna reported briefly
on the outcome of this current round of visits to the Generalates.(74/b44). He
would give a fuller, verbal report during the Assembly, to spark off the debate on
priorities in following up on the Evangelization Synod. [his would take an hour.

The budget would then be presented by Sister Dunita and discussed by the Assembly.

4. The Committee would mcet again on Jamuary 20, at the SCMH{-M Generalate.
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AD-HOC MEETING ON ETHIBPIA AND MOZAMBIQUE

As the request of Fr. W. Goossens CICM a meeting was held at SEDOS Secretariat on

28 Nov. at 4 p.m. to advise him and his colleague Fr. Dominicus (who would be accompa—
nying him on his tour of Africa) on the situations in the above mentioned countries as
regards evangelization opportunities.

Present :Fr.A.Mettrop FA; Goossens W., CICM; H. Dominicus H., CICM; Sr. F. Webster SCMM-M;

Sr. Co Ouellette SCMM-MFr.FJXapusciak CM; Zico V.,CM; P. Ravasio, FS8CJ;
C. Gasperetti, F3CJ.

Chairman Fr. W. Goossens CICM

Te

24

The meeting first considered Ethiopia.

a) What are the priority areas from the pastoral and geographical points of view?
Fr. Ravasio was the expert here and explained that in the present situation many
provinces are closed to Catholic missionaries on account of Orthodox opposition.
In areas where pagans predominated - and he gave details of these to Fr. Goossens -

there were openings for missionary work.

b) What is the present state of relations as between Churches? How could they be

improved?

The general consensus was that such relations were bad. The Orthodox numbered at
least 12 millions and ware deeply Christian - though they followed many practices
very foreign to Westerns. But the key to the future of Christianity in Ethiopia
must be the revivifying of this ancient and venerable Church., Unfortunately many

of the Ethiopian Catholic clergy were opposed to any such approach. If missionaries
from abroad wished to enter into relations with the Orthodox then they must Dbe
prepared to spend many years in Ethiopia studying the language and rites of the
indigenous chureh. They must be prepared to learn from the traditions of the local
church before making any attempt at reform and renewal. Short-term missicnaries
would be worse than useless.

c) How do you see the connection between direct evangelization and development e.ge
schools?

Theoretically all missionaries were admitted to the country as social workers e.g.
teachers, doctors, nurses etc. In fact however once they had discharged their pro-
fessional tasks they could do evangelization work. & great deal could be done among
the young people, many of whom were disillusioned with the existing institutions
including the Orthodox Church. The Voice of the Gospel radic was directing its atte-
ntion (through the use of follow-up teams to its broadcasts) to the youth. We could
do the same.

Mozambigue

The immediate future of Mozambique is, of course, uncertain. But the following consi
derations could give decisions about deploying missionaries in this area.

a)The problem will remain the presence of Europeans, and especially of Portuguese-
Eurcopeans. In this respect, the international missionary—sehding Institutes could
find themselves in an advantageous position: they cculd replace their Portuguese-Eu
ropean personnel by African, Asian or Latin American missionaries. The Ibo clergy
were also mentioned. (b) The Church, up to now conditioned by Portuguese policies,
could follow up the political change by its "ecclesial' conversion. Much will depe-
nd on the Bishops who will be appointed to the vacant sees. {c) A priority-for a
five-six year "mission" would be the staffing of the Lourenco Marques Seminary. The
Portuguese staff has left. And Mozambique has only about 30 secular Priestsf The Se-
minary could also bhecome a centre for renewal courses.
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A NEW MISSIONARY ERA

Extracts from the Pastoral letter of the Bishops of tins Lietherlands.

It is time for us to start taking account of the just demands of

the Churches in Africa, Asia, Oceania and Latin America. They do not want to

break the tomnecticons they have always had with our clder Church provinces.
I+ would not be evangelical, not Catholic, and alcu not seiusibles They wish to
see the relationship daughtcer CThurch-mother Churcl replaced by & relationship in
whi¢ch we meet as sister Churches, ccllegially assisting each other as equal-
partners in the mission of the World Church. "irna nations wart their identity
and-autonomy to be respected, also by the old Cuaurch provinces from which they
must continue to expect assistance'. Archbishop Guntin who comes from Dahomey
declared at the Lyons Missionary Congress. "You should no loag=r look on
your assistance as a contribution to your project, as your apostolic workers.
You-now put your men and means at the disposal of our loccal Churches in the
continents in which we live'.

It is clear from the remarks made by the Methodist bishop, F. Pagura, from
Costa Rica, how urgent is-tihe demand of the Churches overseas that this hew
missionary view point be taken seriously. Over the heads of the missionaries
his remarks are addressed to us as well: "If you arc not zble to love those
whom as lost ones you came to evangelize, and to respect-then as equals,
then, missionary, go home. If you do not feel-happy abwut young peoples and
Churches entering upon a new period of-maturity, independence~and“responsibility -
even if -in this they make mistakes just as you and your compatriots have made,
mistakes-in the past - then it is time for you t¢ 37> honz'". Such words may sound
harsh but we camnot simply pass them by.

* Thousands of missionaries have remained. fheir-place-is different from
what it used to be and from that place they endeavour to continue to offer
their services.

From leaders they have pecome cooperators in the local Charches. We shall
continue to assist them in this very difficult period of +ransition, just as we
have done in the period that is past. But we must not forget that conditions

have changed.

Now as always making-men and means available belongs to the provision
of brotherly assistance: Most young-Churches are still .penly asking for new
missionaries, for assistants from other Churcheg for posts and tasks for
which they have not been able to find sufficient able mew in their own circles,
or whom perhaps they werc unable to train.

They also 'quite clearly ask for financial assistance: tha young Churches will
continue to ask for such assistance as long as *icir faithfnl are not able to
meet the full cost of the work ¢f their local Curch communitye.
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Apparently the same help is required that was also given fifty and a
hundred years ago. But the questions of supply and demand is now being handled
in a commanity of local Churches, in which each of them is anxious to assert
its own responsibility ag fully as possible. It is no longer right that the
young Churches should set their aims according as we are willing to assist
them. On the other hand the older-Church provinces need not without further
comment-confirm these young Christian communities in their being-Church and
in all their missionary activities.

We must continue to discuss together the ways that each one is to go as
the~local-c¢congregation of Jesus €hrist in one's own surroundings. We mist
continue té seek together a way-that we can travel together. Let us put
questionsg to each other out of the one gospel from which we derive our mission.
Eet us*as parts of the universal Church, give each other plenty of food for
thought on our-understanding of God's intentions in regard to-his People.

One who gives the other food for thought, "gives. It is a first and most important
form of mutuat assistance, in which even the youngest and poorest of
Churches can take part.

It is a sore point to the young Churches and their leaders that the interest
of Western Christians and Churches often seems t0 pass by the very real tasks
which-the Cimarch is facing in poor countries atso. It is very difficult for
them to see the sense of this. For the propagation of the gospel-“they are
seeking“new ways and forms, but that-the missionary work ha&cbontinue; now
and in the future is for them without-doubt. -The task of building up their own
Church community can be neglected* just as little. How-ever much the search must
continue for new forms of living the faith and for methods of work and
patterns of“organisation which-are more in*accordance with a people's character
and the“culture of a country,-the-equipment of Christ's congregation remains for
them-a task requiring foremost attention, precisely also from a missionary
point of view. Work in society must be seen in a hopeful, evangelistic perspecti-
ve, so that one can continue where é6thers; as a result of so many*problems and
disappointments, lose courage-and stop. It must be able to find its point of departure
in a strong Ghristian inspiration. This must be acquired in-gatherings of a
living Christian community. Do western Ghristians think that these*activities
are less important or necessary, whenwithin-the whole of the assistance they
provide to Churches overseas they provide too few means for pastoral projects?



o VOINTCATIONS - Multimedia

rultimedia offered us another-cccacion on Friday. Nove 22, 1974 to reflect on
the functions and nature of commnications-in -our mlnlstry-at the Generalates of
.rernational Institutes.

~1e occasion was the presentation of*the SONY videocasse*ve system: recording
playback camera and ediving equipment. To introduce the SONY representativeés from
P >isy Fr. Bamberger was at hand. In the morning we were shown the fascinating
tential of the hardware; in the afternoon we were introduced to the practicali-
“i‘ee (and costs) of the sofuware.

3~ iYL= question the whole session raised for mes is inis a wonderful new toy or a
woefuly novel tool? We had no doubts that, for schools, training, promotion and
redruitment it is a tool. But we serve in Generalates and it is a pity that
“v. Arai, the SONY man from Japan did not really explain its uses for what he

alled “mansgement information' . This is where it could have given ug ideas.

> we have t0 search for them.

r. Bamberger oriented us by recalling the communications situation today.

a) Images are more than illustrations for words: they are a necessary tool £or

Murasn communication.

" Ve simply have to use them - and become familiar with new techniques for using

=)W (*

em.
~) In our ministry of the word, we have t0 create new images to express our
“istian regponse today. -
;,\ Audio visual emmmnication and its techniques is not a hobby but a must for
rrodern man. : '
31 Eur Generatates could encourage the people in-the field to think and act about
the new sitazation created by developments in this kind of communications This is
vi ereé the video cassette comes in. '
v they ¢ould also search for ways in which this lat+ter could improve thelr
¢ mnanication with these people. Their concern for person to person communication
is vight: nothing can replace or improve this. But the sheer amount of travel it
azmands restriets its usge.
h long distance telephone is a step nearer from letrter writing to this person
> person ideal. Our Friday session seemed a promise of another step.
Tic offer (which expii_: on Dec. 15,1974) is really goods
If MULTIMEDIA INTERNATIONAL prazsents a collective order of at least £ifty sets,
SONY OVERSEA S.A. will concede a campaign discount as folilows:

-

Code number Swigs francs
Colour Telecamera DXC~-1200 P 7.958.00
Colour Recorder-Player VD 1810 3244,00
Colour Playey VP <1210 ) 2507.00

Wa thank Multimedia“for the offer., We also thank it for working out Ffor us the
best vay to plug into the video cacsette maze of incompatibilities: SONY dis
rerzainly the most versatile and compatible with éther systems. It is a real
3ervice £or Generalates who are ready to explore this exciting development in
Zommunication. .

3L IMEDIA  INTERNATIONAL Borgo 5. Spiritoc - 0000 Rome

AP RIEE LI RS

2

R

wint .
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LISTS OF DOCUMENTS RECEIVED DURING NOVEMBER (Compil.d by Sister Agnetta, SSpS)

I. Internal Documents

Code Noe

1/449
1/450
1/451
14452
1,/433
1/454

1/455
1,/456

1/457

1,/458

-

Institute Title of Document (Number of pages in brackets)

SA Justice in the World - Populatica Year. (11)

FSC La vie Lasallienne en Afriqe aujourd'hui. ¢45)

ICM Evangalization in To ay's Wortd. (14)

sJ Public opinion and.evang:lization, by P. Arrupe. (3)

RSCJ Stuart Uonference 1974. (¢)

F5CJ Stile africano della vita consacrata, by V. Dellagiacoma,
Fscy/  (78)

SCMM-M All African Conference of Churches, Lusaka 74. (4)

Ibid. The Pastoral Ministry of the Health Worker, by Sr. Godelieve
Prové, (7)

Ibid. The Churches! Response to Social Development and Partici-
pation. (5)

Ibid. Changes SCMM Statistics and addresses. {1)

II. External Documents

Code Noa

441573
441574
4.1575

441576
4.1577

441578

441579

4.1580
4,158
4,1582
441583

4.1 584
441585
4.1586

Organization Title of Document (No. of pages in brackets)

Marc Unreached Peoples Directory. (117

DIA - Evangelization among thc Gabbra Tribe in Kenya. (2)

Entraide ‘et Culture, Developpement et Christianisme, by Tissa

Fraternité, Balasuriya, OMI. (67)

Belgium.

Studium,Roma Il dramma delle scucle in-Africa; by A. Lazzarotto. (12)

SECAM Secret- Co-Responsible Evangelization. {&)

artat, Ghana

Catholic Me- Activity Heport. (9)

dia Council

Ibid. Comrunications undertakings in develcping countries
systenatic questioninge (&)

CISRS,India Ananda, by N. Devdas. (33)
UISG Guidelines For panel discussion cf Bishops' Synod, 1974.(4)
RSAT,Tanzania Religious Institutes (men) in Tanzania. (1)

Synod of Bishops Report on Evangelisatiom by the Uganda Episcopal

a entation Conference. (2)

FPom Eastern

Africa.

Ibid. ' Pressing role of the laity in the Church today. (2)
Ibid. Role of the catechist in Evangelisation. (2)

Ibid. Frontier Evangelisation (First ivangelisation). {2)
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Name of Periodical:

SPCU Information Service
The Tablet
World Reporter
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el———

Nos. 219 and 220

No. 1M

Nos. 3-8

No. 105

No. 447

Ho. 7

No. 22/6
Nos. 60-65
Noe 48

No. 77

Vol. 7, No.7

Nos. 281 and 282

No. 8 -

Nos 10

No, 19

Nos. 11

No. 7

Nose 7 and 8
Ho. 36

No. 11

Nos. 1 and 2
October

No. 8/74

No. 161
November
Nos. 99 and 100
Nos. 654

No. 16
October

No. 26

No. 76

V1/6

Nc. 4

Nc. 198

Name of Pericdical:

AIMIS (FSCJ et al.)

Agenzia Notizie Salesiane (SDB)
Arnoldus-Nota (SVD)
Bollettino (FSCJ)

Chrénica (CICM)

CITOC (OCarm)

CMM News

Communications (SM)

C5SF Nevglettes

Echos de la rue du Bac (MEP)
Euntes (CICM)

Famiglia Comboniana (FSCJ)
Fede e Civilta

FMM Documentation

FMM Information Service
Hello? Frascati! (SA)

ICA - ICH

Information (RSCJ
Missionari Saveriani (SX)
Missioni OMI

Le Mois en Asie (MEP)
Monde et Mission (CICM)
M5C General Bulletin

Mundo Negro (FSCJ)
Nigrizia (FSCJ)

OMI Information

Petit Echo- (PA)

Piccolo Missicnario (FSCJ)
SECOLI (FsC)
SJDocumentation

SMM Intercontinent (SCMM-M)
55pS Information Service
Vincentiana (CM)

White Fathers-White Sisters
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External Periodicals
Issue:

No. 33
Nos. 1800-1811
Vol. 16, No. 4~6

Hos. 8/74/1; 10/74/5 and

6; 11/74/1 - 10

Synod Reports No. 2 / 3

Vol. 4, No. 2
September-Gctober
Nos. 32-35; 42

No. 2=3

Nos. 39-42

No. 17

Nce. 14

Nos. 7 and 8

Nos. 489-573

No. 4

No., 8

Ne. 24

Vols. 9, Nos. 10 and 11
Noe 11

Fall 1974

No., 3

No. 10

Vol. 2, No. 4

Nos. 12 and 13

Vol. 26, No. 32

No, 5

Nos. 9-12

Yol. 4, Nos. 1 and 2
November

No. 7

Vol. 114 No. 3

Vol. 8, No. 62

Vole 74 Nose 1=3; 5

No. 3 and Suppl. 10 / 11

Evangelisation
Vol. 21, No. 1
October

Nos. 41-47

Jo. 22

Name of periodical:

Action

Agenzia Internazionale FIDES Informazioni
Al-Mushir (The Counsilor)

AMECEA Documentation Service

AMECEAInformation

Catalyst

CEM Mondialita

La Chiesa nel Mondo

CICIAMS News

Circulars (USG)

ComMuniCatie

Contact (French edition)
Development Forum _
Documentation and Information for and about Africa.
Ekumenisk Orientering - Aktuellt
Encounter I

IDOC Bulletin

Impact (P.I.)

Informatiedienst

Information Bulletin /Multimedia International)
Inter Caritas

International Associations
Literacy Today

MEE Today

Messis

Migration News

A Monthly Let&er about Evangelism
New Frontiers in Education

News Notes (AFPRO)

Notes and Comments (AGRIMISSIO)
Noticeial

Omnis Terra (English edition)

One Spirit

Pastoral Serviee (Rhodesia)
Prospective

Religion and Society

Report from IMU

Ruhr Wort

SKIP Newsletter
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441 588
4 1589
4.1590
4-1 591
4.1592
4.1593
4.1594
4 1535
4.1596
441597

4.1598

41599
441600

441601
4.1602

4.1603
441604
441605

441606

4.1607

Ibid.

Ibid.

IWF-FMV

Christian Medical
Commisiicn

Civilta Cattolica
Co riere della Sem
SC.Evangelization
of Peoples

Ruhr Wort

Ibid.

Ibid,

Com. Episcopzle
pour le Deve.’ppe-
ment, Zaire.
Centre d'Etudes
pour l'Action So-

ciale, Zaire.

Civiltad Cat*olica
wCC

Civilta Cattolica
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Role of religious men and women in evangelization. (2)
Development - Family Planning - Solidarity. (2)
Christian Faith and the Chinese Experience. (28)
Annual Meeting 1974. (61)

salvezza cristiana e liberazione umana. (8)

La religione non muore, cambia, by Lazzarotto. (1)

The theological and spiritual aspect of evangelization
at the present time. (17)

Im Zeichen der jungein Kirchen, by Dre Hans
Waldenfeis. (1)

Ziel war: ein neuer Anstoss! (1)

"Sie wollen uns vereimmahment!" (1)

Circ=laire No, 7. (36)

Liste des Publications. (8)

A chi rivolgere l'opera evangelizzatrice? by G.

Caprile. (4)

Dialogue with people of living faiths and ideologies.
(69)

Congresso Islamico-Cristiano a Cordova. (7)

World Conference on Religion The Louvain Declaration. (6)

and Peace
AMECEA
Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

The Tablet

Human Rights and Reconciliation. (2)

Declaration of Syncdal Fathers. (4)

Official list of the main gquestions discussed in the
1974 Synod of Bishops. (4)

The Family as the primordial evangelization strategy
of Evangelization in tne Modera World, by Bishop

3. Sangu. (2)

Whers Anglicans and Roman Catholics agree: the text
of Bishop Clar¥a address to the Anglican Synod on

7 November. (5)
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NEW PERIODICALS -- Externa.

Name of Periodical and Organization publishing it:

One World (World founcil of Churchas)
Info on Human Development (FABC)

SELECTED ARTICLES
T.ode No. Title of Article (Number of pages in brackets)
s CICM Principles of evangelization in the East Asian cultural context,
WB7/5) by Cardinal Kim. In EUNTES, Voi. 7, No- 5, 1974 (5)
2.CICM On Gas Bottles and Gospel: The ambiguities of adaptation, by M.
{57/5) Singleton. In EUNTES, Vol. 7, 3¢« 5, 1974. (9)
2. MEP La Grande Joie du Prétre, by Louis Amiotte. In ECHOS DE LA RUB
(ErB78) DU BAC, No. 78, 1974. (6)
C«MEP Le Defi de Mac aux Chretiens, by Jean Charibonrier and Léon Triviere.
(Ic1) In INFORMAIION CHINE, No. 1, 1374. (24)
2.MEP Au Nord-Est dc la Thailande: Les Chréticns et la tolérance Bouddhiste,
‘ERB77) by Georges Rassinier. In ECHOS DE LA RUE DU BAC, No. 77,1974 (6)
2. MEP L 'Evénement en Asie - Chine: La Cawmagne contre le Confucianisme,
FIMM2) by Léon Triviere. In INFORMAT1J: MISSIO:MTAIRE MEP, No.. 2,

1974, (29)

2 MEP Une Eglise en régime socialiste: Sri Lanka, by Jean Vérinauds In
\ERB77) ECHOS DE LA RUE DU BAC, No. 77, 1974,  (5)
2.MEP Vivre ou Mouris cen Inde en 1974, Ly Jean Vérinaud. In ECHOS DE LA
.ERB78) RUE DU BAC, No. 78, 1974.  (4)
2.PA-SA Urban centres or the Bush? by Michel Boisseau. In WHITE FATHERf
(WF-WS198) WHITE SISTERS, No. 198, 1974. (6)
2 . PIME I miei 44 armi di missione in Bengala. by Ferdinando Sozzi. In
(MeM10) MONDO E MISSIONE, October 1974. (22}
2.SCHMM-~T International Fornation Period 1974. In ROMAN BULLETIN, No. 13,
(RB13) 1974,  (12)
2+ SCMM-T Second Asian Meeting of Religious Women in Hanila, 1974, by Agnes
(RB12) Tampubolon. In ROMAN BULLETiH, fo. 12, 1974. (7)
2.8J Apostolic Mission: Key to the Igneticn Charism, by Pedro Arrupe.
(8JD2s) In SJ DOCUMENTATION, No. 25, 1974 (23)
2.5M Conference on Theology of Religious Life. In COMMUNICATIONS,
(ce1) No. 61, 1974. (6)
2. 8X Il ruolo dei laici nella evangelizzazioie e nella chiesa. Theme
(FeCB) of FEDE Z CIVILTA', No. 8, 1974. (18)
5-AD3 Dialogue with the African traditional Religions. In AMECEA
(8/74/1) DUCUMENTATION SERVICE, No. 5/74/1.  (8)
5. ADS Statistics of major urban centres in Easterua Africa. In AMECEA
(10/74/%) DOCUMENTATION SERVICE, No. 10/74/5. (1)
5.B Islam and Chricstianity in Asia, by lissa Balasuriya. In IDOC

{ IDOC22)

BULLELIN, No. 22, 1974. (4)



5.R
\IDuCc22)
5.5
{IDOC24)
5.C
(4/2)
5.C
(4/2)
5.C
(4/2)
5.C
(UsG39)
5.CW
(19/3)
5.CW
(19/3)
5.CW
(19/3)
5.CW
(19/3)
5.CW

(15/3)

3.E
(8/1974)
5.1(P.I.)
(9/10)
SMC
(2/1974)
S .NFE
(41}

5o NPE
{a/1)

5. NFE

(4/1)

5.0
(14/1)
50T
(54/1973)
5.0T

(53/1973)
BQOT
(53/1973)
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The Engagement ~f Lusaka: Problems facing the Christian Churches in
Africa, by Burgess Carr. In IDOC BULLETIN, No. 22, 1974. (9)
South Vietnam: Church and Government, by Pictro Gheddoe in IDOC
BULLETIN, Wo. 24, 1974. (6)
Conscience and Culture, by R. Hueter. In CATALYST, Vol. 4, No. 2,1974. (15)

Discovering the Church in Mission, by H. aassen. In CATALYST, Vol.4,
No. 2, 1974. (10)
Churchhood, by Sione Latukefu. In CATALYST, Vol. 4, No.2, 1974. (12)

Sinodo dei Veccovi 1974. In CIRCULAR, iHu. 39, 1574 (36)

The Formation of futuie missionaries among the Combonian Fahhers, by
Fernando Colombo. In CHRIST TO THE WORLD, Vol. 19, No.3,1974. (8)
The Evangelization of the world depends mainly on the bishops, by Francis
X. Legrand. In CHRIST TO THE WURLD. Vol. 19, No.3, 1974. (5}
The Mass Media in the service of evangelization in Asia, by Gérald
Mongeau, In CHRIST TO THE WORLD, Vol. 19. No. 3, 1974. (9)
To Revive the faith in all families, by Giovanna feti. In CHRIST TO
THE WORLD, Vol 19, No. 3, 1974.  (8)
A New means of preaching the Gospel at the dispousal of bishops, by Bishop
Carlo van Melckebeke. In CHRIST TO THE WORLD, Vol.19, No.3,

1974. (6) )
A Muslim's view of Christianity, by Almad Ghulam Parvez. In ENCOUNTER,
No. 3, 1974. (10)
Urban Problems. Them= of IMPACT, Vol. 9, No. 10, 1974. (32}

Leaders of thé Christian Community. In MISISTRIES AllD COMMUNITIES, No. 2,
1974. . (7;

Perspective on Edugation and Social Justice: an Indian View, by T. A.
Mathias. In NEW FRONTIERS IN EDUCATION, Vol. 4,No.1, 1974. (12)

Some aspects of planning for higher education in Irdia: Quantity versus
QUALTTY, by I.C. Menon. In NEW IFRONTIERS 1IN EDUCATION,
Vol. 4, No. 1, 1974. (n2)

The Impact of westemeducational styles on India's struggle for developmeit
and justice: some reflections, by Paul Verghese. In NEW FRONTIERS

IN EDUCATION, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1974 (14)
A Church of the Grass Roots, by Desmend Sullivan. In THE OUTLOOK, Vol.14,
No. .. 1974. (6)

The Church in Africa, by Walbert Bithlmann. In OMNIS TERRA, No. 54.1974.(4)

Islam ~ History and present tendencies, by Joseph Kemny. In OMNIS TERRA,
No. 53, 1973. (12)

Openness to islam — A requirement of cur Christian Faith, by Louis Gardet.
In OMNIS TERRA, MNo. 53, 1973. (7)
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5.0T Islam and Christianity - Convergence and Divergence, by Michael
(53, 1973) Fitzgerald. In OMNIS TERRA, No. 53, 1973 (10)
5.0T Preparing for Dialogue between Christians and Muslims, by Joseph Cuogs
(53/1973) In OMNIS TERRA, No. 53, 1973. (5)
5.0T Seminar of Sisters Delegates General to the Pontifical Missionary Union;
(Supplr/1974) Summary. In OMNIS TERRA Supplement, Scptember 1974. (72)
5.0T Muslim-Christian Dialogue: The Present Situation, by John M. Robinson.
(54/1973) In OMNIS TERRA, No. 54, 1973, (18)
5P Eglise et ministeres: Evangelisation. In PROUSPECTIVE, August 1974.
(1974) (57 outlines)
5.RS Authority and use of the Bible for Christian action in India, In
(21/1) RELIGION AD SOCIETY, Vol. 21, No. 1, 1974. (89)
5.94 Planning for the Church in Eastern Africa in the 1980's. In AFER, Vol, 16,
No. 1 & 2, 1974. (266)
LIST OF BOOKS RECEIVED DURING NOVEMBER
Cade No. Organization Title of Book (Number of pages in brackets)
6390 AFPRO, India Annual Report 1973. (101)
63N CISRS, India The Testimony of C.F. Andrews. (280)
6392 Wme Carey Library,USA Reaching the Unreach , by E.C.Pentecost. (149+)
€393 McGraw-Hill Co.,N.¥Y, Statistical Package for the Social Scjences,

by Nie, Bept and Hull., (343)
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SEDOS

74 . M Rome 13 December 1974
This week:
EVANGELIZATION TODAY: COUNTRY FILES.

Je cre convinced that our "documentation" will not be a "service'unless we find some way
of making it such for the member Generalates. This issue is intended to offer an idea of
what our processing of the data "by country" could lock like,

sur effort concentrated on two fronts: (a) to discover the meaningful "slots" which
could help us select the wheat from the chaff., (b) to break down the countries into smaller,
mere manageable human units.

The slots we have come up with are presented in the first page of this bulletin(74/859L
Thelr selection was guided by cur concern to give you a picture of the state of evangelisa-
tion (i.e.World-Church relationships) in a particular country. They are less innocent than
they look: in fact they are a set of categories, more or less compatible with sets which
we and other agencies (the Yatican offices and MARC) have been using. We worked hard on
this side of the processing business because we realize that compatibility is a necessary
condition of cooperation.

The human units were another tough nut to crack. We finally adopted the “"criterion" of
letting each country indicate to us its criteria of breaking up its population in meaning-~
Ful units. Our efforts would then concentrate on "marrying" these units with ocur basic
administrative structure - the diocese. The slots are then applied to each of the units
identified -as well as to a global view of the whole country.

Je attempted to sharpen these slots and these units by working on a country about which
we were reasonably well informed- both through documents and through the personal insights
of Fr. L.8kelly. Some of the results are presented here in order to provoke your comments.
You could tell us which slots are useless -as far as your needs go. You could phone to tell
us how we could f£ill the “empty" slots{i.e.those for which we have no data). You could keep
the slots and the units (and the data we have!) in mind before and during your next visita-
tion. Our idea is to work on this "way" of processinyg for six months -and then evaluate it
in the light of the use you make of it. All of us who worked on it - B.Tonna on the slots,
Catherine Gilroy who researched and wrote the material on Ghana, and L.Skelly who did the

editing - will be only too happy to hear from you. ages

1. COUNTRY FILES: THB SLOTS 859
2. GHANA, AN EXAMPLE 860
3. WEAT THE CHURCH IN GHANA FEELS ABOUT ITSELF 869
et * *

WX

»
CUALNG EVENTS
GEWERAL ASSEMBLY Mon. 16 Dec. 1974 4 pm F.S.C. Generalate

Yours sincerely,
Fr. Leonzio Bano, FSCJ
ViV DED SERBITIL L 8151 ROM A L0 30, 80, 06, 371350
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THE SLOTSs These are primarily used to analyze each human unit in the country; but

they can also be used to provide a glcbal view of the whole country.

THE WORLD THE CHURCH
?ogulationz Territory Statistics Personnel: Bishops Priests
' Tribes - Classes Brothers Sisters
N Urbanizatilon Races Catechists Laity
Family Women Vocations Other Churches
:Politicss System Plans .Theologx: Bible Spirituality
Education: Languages Literature Institutions: Diocese Communities
‘ Youth Commanication Bishops' Conference & Agencies
: . Religious feminaries
Developments; Health Welfare - Pastoral Institutes
' Agriculture Industry Parishes Schools
_ Trade Justice Hospitals Others
Lulture: Problems Change Activities: Renewal Liturgy
& Objectives Religions Formation Seminars
Secularization Pastoral Work Government
Ccoperation Planning
Experiments Chapters
Ecumenism
Resourcex: Funds
Priorities: Self=-reliance- Indigenization
WORLD - CHURCH RELATIONSHI1IPS

Mutual Attitudes:

~ Image of Church

- Image of World
= Dialogue Stanee

TWhat the World feels about the Church.

{What the Church feels about the World.

What the Church feels about itself.

Actual Interaction:

Conflict Situations

Cooperation Situations

Evangelization Situation

.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Documentation

Resource Persons

(Both in SEDCS and elsewhere)
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icor._orys 924100 square miles

ntoiisticss 1971 =~ 8.860,000 population
Increase of population from 19601970 was 27.4%.
Density of population -- 93 per square mile,

Deriaated Fertility Rates: Crude birth rates 47-55 per 1000
Total fertility rates 6.5-7.3 per woman
Nat reproduction rates 1.98-2.0 per voman
Infant mortality ratet 60 per 1000 live births
Maternal mortality rate: 10«12 per 1000 births
- Crude death ratej 2,3 per 1000 persoms
(1960 Census) ) ‘

Tribest (in alphabetical order) Adangbe, Ahanta, fikim, Ashonti, Asin, Brong, Buen,
' Crachi, Dagati, Dagomba, Denkera, Ewe, Fante, Ga, Grunshi, Guang, Gurensi,
Mamprusi, Nzima, Sewfi, Wala, Wasszaw

Clagsegs

lrb ar.ization: 1960 = 7,7% of the population in Accra-Tema, Xumasi, and Sekondi-Takoradi.
1970 = 10% of the population in Accra-Tena, Kumasi, and Sekondi~Takoraél.
In 1960, 2341% of the population was in centres of more than 5,000 inhabitants,
In 1970, an estimated 33% were in centres of more than 5,000 inhabitants,

Family: See 3a,b and ¢ of Synopsis of Survey.
Women: Refer to No. 6 of Synopsis,

Youth: At least 50% of the population is under 18. 50% of the labour force is under 30.

8 Also refer to 4{b) and 5 of Synopsis. :

it

POLTTICS

[ P2t S

System: Military Government. "The coup of 13 Jamuary 1972 gave Ghana a military

' government, the National Redemption Council (Chairman, Colonel Ignatius
Acheampong).*  (Survey)

ilanst Ghana has "embarked on a programme of self-reliance. . .intensive farming and
making more use of resources available in the country?, (Survey)

L7 FEErecTess

WL JCATION Refer to Synopsis 4a and b,

- LSS R

Longuage of Instructiont English
overnment supported education known as public education.
Free sector of education mown as the private schools.
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Within the public system the Catholic Educational Unit manages some 1,657 primary and

midele schools (including some Local Authority Schoels, under temporary management) out

og = total of 10,494 schools (15.8%).

Béirclment in Catholic schools is 225,137 from a total of 1,597,025 in all primary and

middle schools (1641%)s

Seccndary Schools: Catholic Church has 16 (14.8%) within the public system, enrolment of
£,880 (14.8%). The total for Ghana is 108 secondary schools in the
public system with an enrolment of 4&,5%12.

Teacher Training Colleges: There are 10 Catholic TTC (12%) enrolment of 2,800 (14.4%).

: Total {cr Ghana is 83 TTC with 19,392 students.

Technical Schools: No Catholic schools in the public system, the Goverment has 15, and
the enrolment is 6,040,

In the private system the Catholic Church has three internationnl schools and one kinder-

garten; enrolment about 1,000. There are 166 private primary and middle schools and 72

nurscries but the enrolment figure is unknown. There are six minor seminaries, four of

which are open to other students. There is one {Catholic) private secondary school,

errolment of approximately 850, There are 63 private secondary schools, unknown enrolment

figure. ' .

The Church has four vocational schools with about 300 pupils. Figure unknown for Ghana.

There are three state universities, enrolment Qf15|035 students.

i =]
DIVELOPMENT

Eoe oo

Healths (Data from 1970/71)

25 Catholic hospitals and 10 Protestant hosnitals and all but three of these arc
members of CHAG., (St. John of God (Sefwi-Asafo), St Joscph (Xcforidua), and the Oti
River Leprosarium.)

There are 13 Catholic and 10 Protestant clinics, orphanages and maternity homes.
The Catholic hospitals are under the jurisdiction of the eight dioceses. The Protestant
hospitals belong to the following denominations: Fresbyterian Church-3, Evangelical
Presbyterian=l, Anglican-1, Methodist-1, Seventh Day Adventist-~l, AME Zion-1, Baptist
Mission=l, Worldwide Evangelism Crusadesl,

The hospitals have 3,000 beds and cots and in 1970 had 61,000 adnissions and
1,300,000 outpatient treatments.
: There are 82 ocutstations. Approximately 211 clinics 2 month are held in small
towns and villages. As of Jamuary 1971, there were 53 doctors in church hospitals including
twe Ghanaians. (A third has since been added.) The numbers are likely to increase over the
next few years. As of the same date there were 50 Ghanaians and 73 expatriate nurses in
church hospitals. On other nursing levels (QRN, EN) the ratio is reversed. The large
majority are Ghamnaian - 313 to 35, Midwives 1283;22, There are about 400 Ghananian nursing
aids or ward assistants. These are non=qualified persomnel who receive on-the=job~training.

Enrolled nurse training is given at Dawku, Berekum, Agogo, Jirapa, Kwahu, (kwatia
and Maase=Qffinso, also ipam and Kpandu, :

As of January 1971, there were 230 enrolled nursing students due to graduate wivl.n
the following two years, Midwifery training is conducted at Jirapa, Maase-=0ffinso,
Berekum, Mampong Ash, and Kwahu hospitals. Approximately 160 midwives were due to graduate
in 71/72. The training programmes follow governmment syllabuses and the schools are fully
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recognized and accredited by the ilinistry of Health for training. The graduates, if
successful in govermment exams or: registered and c:zv cerve in govornment as well as church
services Most of the gradiuiates are posted to church hospitals under bond. Upon completion
of the bonds, many do leave for govermment service. Up to 177.. there was no programme for
training SENs for church hospitals. But for three years leadirg up to 72, the government
had been training ten students a vear for posting to church hospitals. An ecumenical SRN
trairing school had been planned to cpen in 72 at Agogo. i1 weuld have the approval of the
governments It hoped to be able to train about 20 nursce a vaor. '
Most of the training schools receive subventicns for student allowances but nc
other expenses, There are some hospitals that are known =s agency hospitals for example
Ezwku, Jirapa and Mampong. They are really govermment hospitals which at the request of the
YCH are managed and staffed by the church. Theoretically the Ministry provides full firan-
cinl support for these hospitals but in reality the subventioms cover from 70-90% of the
operating expenses, About 16 hospitals receive smaller subventions from the govermment and
scme free drugs. A third group receives no govermment aid and are dependent entirely on
ratient fees and outside helps Most of these do not.want government aid for reasons of
conscicnce or fear of government influence over policy decisions. {Information from the

I"ational Pastoral Centre Accra, 1972)

Ligriculture and Industry: Cocoa, copra, palm kernels, bananas, coffee, rubber, timber,
tobacco, livestock, fisheries, gold, diamonds, meamganese, bauxite.
Subsistence farming in NE and MW,

Ghana is the world's leading croducer of cococa. In 1967, the
country produced @round 375,000 tons, or nearly one~third of the¢ world total. Since World
War II exports of cocoa beans have averaged nearly 70% of the total value of exports. '
Froduction is almost entirely ir thce hands of small-scale individual farmers, while market-
ing and export of the crof arc controlled by a Cocoa Marketing Board established by ordinance
in 1947. Rubber production is increasing. An expanding timbor industry produces important
quantities of mahogany and other wood products. Development of the livestock trade is
hampered by diseases Miniral production in Ghana ranks sccond in importance to agriculture
s a source of export earnings. Ghana is not an industrially devcloped country although the
Nkrumah regime devoted a high preoportion of the country'!s recources to an attempt to achicve
rapid industrial growth. Major industries are mining, lumberincg, light mamufacturing and
alurinum smelting. One of the most significant ecor . ic developmunts in Ghana has been

the important Volta River Project, consisting of a hydroelectric plant and related alumirum
smelter scheme, which together cost $360 million. The USL joincd Ghana, the UX and the IBRD
in financing the project. The dam is complete and ;roducing poweres Threough AID and the
Export~Import Bank, the US. extended loans and investment guarantees to a consortium of pri-
vate Lmerican companies which built and currently operates the alunirum smelter using power
generated by the dame. JAmerican aluminum companies purchase the alumimwn produced by the
smelter at a price which will cover debt service charges nd operating costs, including
power costs. The power rate has been established at a level which will cover debt service
on the dam, (US Department of State Publication 8089, 1968)
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Irades Ghana's foreign trade in National Cedis in thousands.

1965 - 1966 - 1967 1968 1963 1370
Exports 226,882 191,394 246,822 342,040 397,658 = 467,378
Inports 320,051 250,647 261,019 314,032 334,39 419,047
Invisibles 109,600 87,500 105,800 95,100 107,600 111,900

Imports are chiefly from the United Xingdom (32%), i.e. manufactured goods and partially
asscembled vehicles.

= ]

CULTURE Refer to Survey.

- t=l-C ]

Religions; Refer to "Religiocus Composition" of Survey, also to "The Church in Ghana"
in this report.

FPUMAN UNIT e ( Administrative Unit ) ~— CENTRAL REGION

ERER s e
TOPULATION

S oA
Territorys Central Region, 3,815 square miles.

St=tisticss Capltals Cape Coast.
Population 1960 « 751,392
1970 - 892,593
Percentage increase of population from 1960 to 1970s 18479%
Average growth rate = 1,7
Density of population: 234 per square mile

Trapess Asin, Denkera, Fante
ﬁ‘—"-———

Classesy

{Irbanizations

Familys Womeng Youth: Refer to Survey.

P o — e ] ]

POLITICS

L ]

Systems Regional Commissioner responsible to N, R. C.
F:mm

EOUCATION

TR omsTrE

Lancuages: English
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DEVELOPMENT
IR S e AT T
Healths Hospitals {Cathclic Oniv): /sikuma, Box 3 via Saltponds Foso, Box 433 [fisafo,
Box 93 Apam, Box 5; Eikwe, Box 73 Assankrangwa, Box 16«
Clinies {Catholic Only): Twifu-Hemang, Box 1 via Fosoj Shama, Box 36, Tel. 10;
Elmina, Box 61,

Agriculture:
Industry:
Trades
Justice:

L ]

CULTURE

- ]
[ ] L] L]
9HURCH QF GHMLWA
-t 1§
PERSONNEL 16711972
j—S=_ 3 i1
Ghanaian Priests 123
. . 19870
Ex-patriate Priests 238 —_— . ] . ‘
. R Number of minor seminarians in Ghana~8(2
Ghanaian Sisters 184 ) ] .
. Nurber of major seminarians in Ghana-62
Exw=patriate Sisters 228 Nur & opdinati in Ghara-s
Ghanaian Brothers 22 Wmber of ordinations in bhana
Ex=-patriate Brothers 76
Full=time Catechists 276
Partetime Catechists 1,964

'The ratio of priests to the faithful in 1971 was 1:2,880.
The ratio of priests to the total population in 1971 was 1:24,500.

The missionary orders present includes FsMeMe, FuS5.Col.; Oelelie, Peliey Sehey St. Louis,
SOCIM'M.-}{O’ S-M'Ao, SOS.P.S.’ a‘.nd- SCVOD-..

(The following is from the Information Service of the Fastoral Centre, Accra)

Percentage %67 to ' te7 to Y71 1971 87 to '
. Catholic of Total Increase in % Absolute Priests Increase/
Population Population Population Catholics Growth (Gremelan) Decrease
8,760,200 1,086,555 11,67 124,007 13465 360 +14
2 | (125)

laity: Baptized Catholics 1,070,585 (Population 8,860,000 in 1971)
Also Refer to 4 of Synopsis of Survey.

Vocations s Refer to 2c of Synopsis of Survey.
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Other Churches: Population aged 415 by religion:

Christions: £2.8
Catholic 13.4
Methodist _ 10.3
: Presbyterian (including Evangelical Presbytcrian) 9.9
Anglican ' , 2.6
African Methodist Episcopal Zion ‘ 04
Seventh Day fLdventist Qa7
Apostolic 2.4 .
African Christian 1¢5
Other Te6 :
Moslem 12.0
Traditional 38,2
¥o Religion 7.0
Others (Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish) 0,0
ALL RELIGIQNS 100.0C
P
THEOQLOGY
nECSS=DNE
INS TITUTIONS
=

Dioceses: 1 Archdiocese:; Cape Coast
8 Dioceses: Accra, Keta, Kumasi, Navrongo, uedondi/Takorad:L, Sunyam.,
. Tamale, and Wa,

Comunitiess See the missionary orders listed above.

Dishops! Canferetice.: 8kama Cpiscopal Cemfercnee, Cheirmer Dombnic dndoh (Bishop of Acera
: alsu, Notionzal Catholic Secretariat, Box 1%89, Aecra North
Pestoral Institutest National Catholic Pastoral Centre, .0, Box 1989, Acéra
: Naticnal Catholic Service Centre, Box 0257, Osu fAccra

Pastoral and Social Instltute, Box 63,
Tarishes: See Archdiocese.

Schioolas See Archdiocdese.
Hospitals: See listing above.

Minor Semingries in Ghana: St- Theresa's Minor Seminary, Amisano Elminay Pope John,
' - .. Xoforidua (Secondary School and Seminary)y Notre Dame,
Navrongo (Secondary School and Seminary)y Ste Charles,
‘Tamale (Secondary School an¢ Seminary)y St. Mary's Lolibi
(secondary School and Seminary)° St. Francis‘ Minor Seminary
. in Va,
l.ajor Seminaries in Ghanas St PEter's Regional Semlnary ‘in Cape Coast, and St. V1ctor%

Major Seminary in Tama.e. e




EtR = T As s
ACTIVITIES

Forrmecion Facilities:

Trainiay Tnstitute of the Nation 1l Pastc,.al Centre. Sponsor:
Bishops* Conference of Ghana. Virious courses (catechetical,
language. theological, etc.), Various proyruwmes. Duration

from 2«3 days o 6 weeks. &nglish language used. Candidatesi

Chr.cticaz . Clost: Boarding fees $3.50 a day, tuition fees varv.
R 3~ CULCES
= O -
J;LITIES
- =SSNSO
 LURCH IN GHANA
.. dDIOQOCESE CF CAPE COAS Y
Do .o
" UNEL (Including Laity}
TT7TTT (statisties of the Church in Cape Coast 1970/71 )
Baptized Catholics 156,220
Ghanaian Priests 15
Expatriate fricsrs 24
Ghanaian Gisters 16
Expatriate sistc.s 25
Ghanaian Brocher: 1
Expatriatz Brorthzrs
Full~time Catechistic 3
Part=time Catechists 298
197071
Baptismes Infants 1,533 Marriagess Catholic 2
Adults 2,346 Native 30
, Disparity of Cult 19
Resident Catholics 152,994 Mixed Religions 9
Percentage 967 to Y71 67 to 71 4971 67 to 7%
Toral Catholic  of Total  iIncrease in ¥ Absolute Priests - Increase/
Tooulation Populatiam Population Catholics Grow’h (Chanaian) Decrease
907,700 152,994 1648% 17,637 13.0% 4" =13

('-9)_’

™2 ratio of priests to the faithful in 1971 was 1:3730.
“"he ratio of priests lo the tsial population in 1971 was 1:22,100,
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Churches: 47 of more than 400
297 of less thrn CO

]

)

N

Porisless Cape Coasts Ot, Pramcis' Cathedral, P. €. Box 37
Elmina: St, Joseph's Church, P. 0. Box &
Foso; Immaculate Conception, P. 0. Box 4C
Saltpond:s St. John the Baptist's Church, Ps C. BEox 53
Dunkwa: St, Sterhen's Church, P. 0. Box 12
Agona Swedru: S5t. Anthonv's Church, P. G. Box 81
Asikumas; Blessed Trinity Church
Apam; St, Joseph's Church, P. 0. Box 62
Beseases St. Michael's Church, P. 0. Box 16
Winneba: Sacred Heart of Jesus, P. 0. Box 81

Schioolss (Partial listing, Catholic)

Boys: St. Augustine Secondary School, Box 98, T=l, 2129, Cape Coast
Bogose Training College, Box 50, Tel, <, Bogoso

Girlss Holy Child Secondary School, Box 202, Tel., 2104, Cape Coast
OLA Training College, Box 175, Tel., 2562, Cape Coast
8t. Mary's Vocational School, Box &7, Tel. 2170, Cape Coast
St. Anne's Convent Boarding School, Eox 5, Tel, 13, Elmina

Seminariesgs St. Peter's Regional Seminary, Podu Box 13, Tel. 2263, Cape Coast
St. Theresa's Mincr Seminary, Amisano Box 27, Tel, 15, Elmina
Preparatory Seminary, Box 53, Saltpond

Number of Schoolsg 208 Student Breakdown by Religions

Male Pupils 7 44105 M-~1e Catholics 4,049

Female Pupils G,235 Femnle Catholics 2,423

Teachers 1,086 lale Protestants 5,929

Catechumens 11,019 Female Protestants 4,551

First Communicants 2,79 Male Pagans 1,852
Female Pagans 1,029

EINETnEERCT

ACTIVITIES

—_——== _—

Loy Organizations: Catholic Youth Organisation (Diccesun Cenire, Box 53, Saltpond),
Knights of Marshall, Knights of St. John, Catholic 3inging Zonds, Xatomik Mboa Kuw, Legion
of Mary, Confraternity of Sacred Heart, Christian Mothcors, "loly Childhood Apostleship of
Pr~yer, Young Christian Workers, St. Anthony's Guild, Childron «f Mary, St. &nne's Associa-
tion, Kknights of the Blessed Sacrament, Third Order of Ct. Froncis, Catholic Credit Union.
Cotholic Action (inquiries) Box 13, Cape Coast, or Reox 53 Saliponda
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4 C”"LD CHURCH -« LATIONSHIPS IK GHJONA

MUTU/L ATTITUDES

What the World feels about the Churche For this secti-m refer to 2a "General Attitude-
in Synopis of Survey.

What the Chureh feels about the Worlds
What the Church feels about itself: See Synopsis given in this bulletin.

L~ — T I

ACTUAL INTERACTION

Conflict Situations:
Znoperation Situations:

Evangelization Situation:

* & @
$++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++1
+ +
E The next scection of this issue is devoted to E
1 a summnary of the "Survey of Ghana" by Hulsen I
I and Mertens., We place it in the slot, "What :
x the Church feels about itself", 1
+ +
I+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++*I
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Will THE CHURG FEELS ABUUL ITSELF

Syn.psis of "“Survey of the Church in Ghana" 1572.

. INITRODUCTICN

3:me time ago, a survey of the Thurch in Ghana was carried out by frs., C. Hulsen SMA,
ane! fre Mertens SVD under the aegis of PRU MUNDI VIIA. The iaformation for the study
drew on three sources: 1) interviewg with groups of Catholic laypeople, 2) a question-
rn.ire sent to all priests, sisters, brothers, seminarians and a number of leading lay-
men, 3) a limited research by means of printed cards concerning attitudes of Cathulics
t.wards celibacy and changes in rhe Church. The aim of the meatings was to reach a
cress-section of the Catholic laity in Ghana and with this in view, places were select-
ed i each diocese. A group which was truly representative of the parish or area was
sought. Every diocese had at least two, if not more. rneaciny pslaces. The interviews
tuok place in 131 from February tc October. The average number attending the meetings
was . The average number of meetings held was 6. The: compusition of the groups was
68.7% men to 31.3% women. (ver fourteen differec:t tribcsz were represented. The
cecunations of these people covered all professions. 1,200 guestionnaires were printed
ant were sent to priests, sisters and brothers work .ng ia Zhoas, to seminarians and
some leading laymen. Some were sent to priests who had beon woerking in Ghana but who
had recently left. The purposes of this was to obtai.: <. over2ll picture of the actual
situation and of the needs cof the Church, to find ot irf 2 re-structuring of the pasto-
ral ministry was necessary and *t. show new appreoaches. 5 nuiber of hypotheses wers
formmalated such as that a greater use be made of ti lalty, that priorities are not in
tune with the real situation,that resources are not buips used in the most effective
mziver, that certain groups of jzople - youth, immijranisz, wsorxers are the object of
little or no pastoral activity, and that the chan:’iay enviromnent of modern Ghana is
not sufficiently known or taken intc account. The questiornaires were sent out in Sept-
enber 1971. The sample by cards was on attitudes towwrls celibacy and changes in the
Church. This was analysec by Dr. hk. van Velzen. Ap, ro<imately 2,450 cards were distri-
Luted out of which almost 50% were ultimately returned, (116%).Two questions were ask-
ed:- 1) Are changes in the Catnulic Church in Ghana necessary? =) The celibacy of the
clergy: should it be cobligztory or cotiomal?

"hz people are convinced of the many achievements of the Cathelic Church in Ghana, of
~er vitality apd strong position within the country. It 1s scrhaps for this reason that
these aspects are not strongly emphasized ir the report; seemingly the Ghanaian thought
it more useful to talk about the difficulties of a fast ¢rowing Church in a fast chang-
inj country, than to dwell with satisfaction of her acaievements. The conductors of

the survey state that it must be kept in mind that this rep.rt is not considered as
£finzl and that a judicious and cautious followup is one ol the most important aspects

OF the surveys.
2. .CHURCH

2} CGeneral attitudes vo it.

The survey reveals that general feeling about the Church is tihat it is irrelevant o
Gaily life. It is too much an affair of bishops aud priests; decisions are taken with-
cut  any consultation with the laity. Only a small nunber had the impression that the
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church is liberal and progressive. The relationship between Ghanaian and non-Ghanaian
pricsts appears to be fair. Then asked about the relationships between the clergy in
general, the laity knew little or nothing about it znd 45 held no opinion. On the
surface, the relationship is fair but nowhere was it considered as goode. There is defi-
nitely room for improvement. The communication betwcen cathechists and priests got

the best evaluation. However the relationship between priests and teachers didn't fare
so well because the unhappy situation exists where the pricst is often manager of the
school. With regard to the sermons being preached, the jeneral cpinion is that they

are remote, abstract and boring. Some felt that the native priests could preach better
than the ex-patriate priests. Uthers felt that the native priests are being conditioned
t< the Buropean style of thinking. I'he themes of the sermons
range from moral attitudes to biblical and doctrinal themes and to social topics.
Topics of a social and biblical nature and topics concerning marriage and the family
are considered important. '

The feeling is that the priests are trained in a vacuum, remcved from reality, from the
Ghanaian situation. Their preparation is too long, too severwe, with little freedom and
this knowledge discourages vocations. A need for a reduction in the length of training
is stresseds When asked to comment on the method of training however, the opinion was
that it is "about right", although the ex-patriate priests are least positive about
this. It is felt that continued formation and the updating of the clergy is necessary.
Todays situation requires that the younger priests know more about social questions

and in general they tend to do. s¢. Ghanaian priests should not be sent for further
training immediately but should do some parish work first. lhe social position of
priests in Ghana is very high - sacrosant - among the higher grades of the society, but
a priest can be resented because of bad behaviour. As an institution it is held in high
esteem but individual members may not be respected at all. The standard of living of
priests is thought of as adequate by some, luxurious by vthers. The north was more cri-
tical than the south. There is probably a subjective element involved in judging
material life. It was stated that the ex-patriate priests are better off than the nati-
ve priests. Concerning the liturgy: the Roman slant is not appreciated - there is a
call to make the liturgy more Ghanaian, to include more aspects of the culture, and
alsu to increase the interest in the Bible.

b) The Celibacy Issue
According to tradition, the boy must continue the family lineage. In other words, he

must have children. He is expected to marry and produce a family. The idea of not marry-
ing or of not having children is completely alien to him. It is celibacy which deters
many men from joining the priesthood. If an end were to be put to celibacy, it is proba-
ble that the number of vocations would increase significantly. According to the survey
which was carried out concerning celibacy in which the answering pattern of the men and
women is very similar, it appears that, as the level of education increases, the number

opposing optional celibacy decreases.

Of those who are againct changes in the Church, still more than one third is in favour
ofoptional celibacy. Of those wanting major changes in the Church, two thirds want
optional celibacy. It was also stated that there were certain priests who did not obey
the rule of celibacy. In connection with the lack of vocations it was suggested that
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priests be allowsed to marry, and that marwied deacoms be created. However, to some it
appeared that if priests were allowed marry, they would not be fully accepted and in
fact would be thought of simply as helpers to the "real" priests.

c) YJICATIONS v
' Comzlaints arcse about the lack of priests ~ there are large parishes in cities with
not enough priests, many outstations %0 be visited and many one-man stations. The
number of vocations is very small. It appears that there is a lack of information abo-
ut vocations - explanations have never been properly made. There has never been a
camoaign for vocations - people are ignorant of what it is all abuut. People don't
sec the role which can be played by those with a vocation. lhey feel that being a sis-
ter is a waste of time because all the work which is dmc¢ by sisters can also be done
without ever joining a religious »rder. Joining a rcligious order entails sacrificing
freedom - which is resented; mention was made of being "lucked up" in a convent. It
appears too that stress had been laid on the need for priests, to the detriment of the
brotherhood. It was made to appear inferior to the priesthocd, less important. Once
again, celibacy is stated as the main obstacle. The ranunciation of marriage is a
igggtéﬂiiégg%F' The home opposes it very strongly. [he jarents want their childrey to
n turn. lhere are also economic reascns for this. If the family is poor they cannot
Qpare a boy who is needed to earn money. Those whe have seen te school are under pres-—
sure to pay back. As far as the child is concerned, e may T=el a sense of duty to :
the parents. As mentioned previously this lack may be sclved by the abolition of celiw
bacy, married deacons, ordaining married men. The znotion of visiting the schocls to
canvass for vocations was suggested. Mass media coull be used to advantage in this
respect also. There was even a sujyestion to visit countries where vocations may be
more easily found - Spain wnid reiond were mentioncd!i Apart st all from increasing
the number of vocations, sne im:ortant suggestion is to increase the participation
of the laity. In relation vo seouriag more vocaticns, it was mentioned that not only
the person with the vocation shculid be considered important but also the family is
important and should not be undermined. A stronger c<rrort mist be made by the Church
by making information available,and by publicisine the need of obtaining vocations.
The need for an increase in training centres is considered ol prime importance.

d) LAY PARTICIPATION
It may be said that the Catholic laity is not well informed or well instructed with

regard to the problems or tac situation of the Churci: in modern Ghana. There is no
channel of communication between clergy and laity and the need for a representative
body of the laity at national level was stressed. As already mentioned, decisions are
taken without any consultation with the laity. Christianity is not deep because in
times of trouble they turn back to pagan cultures. It is fcit that the potential of
the laity 1¥133nmant and must be used. People in general are well disposed towards
ecumenical activities. There were comments that in the Protestant Churches, the lay-
mail has a more respected position, and a more important rolc to play than the Catholic
loymane The laity wants to be consulted, wants to be kept informed, wants to be repre-
scnted at all levels of decision m "=q, It is considcred necessary to have these

things if co-operation between the wee._ ~ and léity is wanted.
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The conductors of the survey say that as a result of the findings of the survey
concerning . this particular aspect of the Church,a rather ne ative picture of the

lay - apostolate appears. Although it cannot be said that nuthing has been done, it
appears that the lay apostolate is developing very slowly. Some of the causes of
this slow growth are mentioned, e. g. co-operation of the diocesan organizations on
the local level is not impressive. There is a lack of religious instruction, the
yeuth is not sufficiently invclved, and there is a certain apathy on the part of the
women to get involved in the lay apostolate.

e) The Spiritual (Independent) Churches
With regard to the spiritual churches, there are no definite figures available as to
the numbers attending.They appear to be mainly women, illiterates and semi-literates.
It attracts because of its material aspect, and of the Catholics who join, almost
2/3 Join for material reasonse. Less Catholics join permancntly than temporarily.
Another big attraction of these churches is the hzaling aspect - the ministers of
the churches spend a lot of time with the sick; prayiggofhem,using holy water, cil etc.
Ministers of the astablished churches may be hesitant to Jo this. The priest is morc
likely to send the sick to a doctor whereas in the siiritual churches the minister
takes a more active role. For those people who attend the churches, religion, if it
is worth its name must be of some benefit to the person liere on earth. The form of
worship also proves attractive for the members. There is 2 1ot of singing and danc-
ing and the atmosphere is said to be more relaxed than in the established churches.
The leadership appears to be totally African and of local orijgine Therefore the spi-
ritual churches don't have the foreignness of the other churches. The inspiration is
buth the Bible and traditional religious values. The strongest cppeal of these chur-
ches is to people who are in need - who may have problems. Most people don't know
how these churches are organised. Nor do they have any idea of the numbers going
there. Some are of the o.inion that the leaders are lookiay for money. The number
being drawn doesn't appear to be a problem for the northern dioceses. ,
However, all the established churches are losin’ people to the spiritual churches.
4 missicnary in East Nigeria says that the answer to these churches are the Pious
Associations but thinks that there may be many seccssions from the Catholic Church
to the spiritual churches. The Pious Associations are i some way akin to the spiri-
tual churches. There appears to be a lack of contact between the Catholic and spiri-
tual churches. An interesting question which is posed by the conducters of the survey
is - are these spiritual churches acting out the words of Fope Paul - "by now you
Africans are misionaries to yourselves". Some of the ¢pinions of the groups regarding
these spiritual churches are - they are hardly Christian, they cannot be taken
seriously, and also that the spiritual churches don't want any contact with other
churches. Gf the leaders of the spiritual churches, 2U% are women! The writers call
cttention to the growing awarcness by the Christian werld of the importance of the

spiritual churches.

* KX K ¥
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3. MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

a) Sacramental Marriage and Non-Sacramental Marris e

A church marriage is expensive zng to the Ghanaiar; it i3 _.sT very important and

it is thought of in terms of a blessing or a seal ¢~ wic "real" customary marriage.

In the eyes of the Church the traiitional marria;.: n.s n¢ maaaing but yet the couple
must perform it before the Thwirch isarriage. More frouble erises ocut of inter-tribal

marriages than out of mixed-reliyion marriages bozousce the relijious aspect is net
that important. Church narriage c.o_5 hot always comiax.l rospect because it deesn't
recessarily meke the pecple so married any better mcraliy. “ir instance, those marri-
¢l in Church are admitted to the sacraments regardloss of tne type of lives, they
may lead. A ccuple who may have the traditional marriage and who may be morally bett-
er, are excluded from the Sacraments. This is a source of much i1l feeling. Almost
8U0% are thus excluded. The bijgest difficulty invclved in the acceptance of the
Church marriage is its indissolubility. Divorce is an ideal in Ghanaian marriage.
Catholics are below the national average in staying together.

Opposition to the church marriage comes from the extended family. The failure of the
Church in the pastoral approach is noted. The laymen were emphatic about this. In the
southern dioceses there is a very small number of lawful marriages and there is a
downward trend in this number. Wa is different as almost =1l marriages are Church-
performed. Navrongo has a high number of church marriaces but this rnumber is going
down. 87% of Catholic married men are not lawfully married, 38% women. In the tradi-
tional system, allowance is made for divorce, something wiich the laity considers to
be very wise. Monogamy is not practised and in some place. polygymy gives prestige.
Indications are that Catholic men do not differ substantialy from the rest with re-
gard to divorce and remarriage. In rural areas must females of 15-19 are married
whereas in the south this reaches 20-24 and for miles cverywhere the age averages 25.
Ihe number of Ordinance marrizges is very small but ¢ number of Catholics take this,
and only taking all the other churches together d¢ more Protestants follow this
procedure.

b) Family System and Consequences

The extended family is tho traditional pattern in Shana. Ihis is still the dominant
ily is gaining in importznce. Thig is partly due to

ke

pattern but now the nuclcar fan
the influence which the Church .uts on the Biblica:. conoesl of marriage and also to

economic considerations. It zan be said that in whens when you marry, you marry the
family. The couple getting married are not considered as very important. More impor-
tant are the two families i.volved. The couple dozs not nacessarily have to have a
very close relationship. Freedun to leave the woman is escaential especially if she is
barren, but also if the coupls do not get along woll together. It is very common for
the man to have mistresses. Lxtra-marital sexual aifuirs have been very common tradi-
ticnally and today are still ;ractised by married adults of both sexes and of all
socio=economic groups. The identification with oncs lineaje ratier than with ones
partner is the root of the mistrust which was so often mentioned in the statements uf
the laygroups. Une comment noted is that a man and wife are not alone with their own
family as is the Buropear tradition. Some feel that there are more Christians
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elements in the extended family, - helping each other etc. and the Church, while encou-
raging the nuclear family should not condemn the extended family. In fact, Church inter-
ference was resentede It is possible that the family system is to blame for the dis-
trust between man and wife. According to custom, the man aml woman do not eat together,
nor do they go out together. It was noted several times that the man is thought of as
seliish, because he does not interest himself in the home, gJoes out with other women,
anu refuses to share money with his wife. All this leads to jealousy and suspicion. So-
nmo of the important things mentioned with regard to the Christian family are eating
tugether, going out together and sharing the money. It is possible that the first two
are feasible but the last is not. Men feel it is against the custom but the women beli-
eve nen object because it suits them - they don't want the responsibility of the truly
Christian family. In this respect, women are seeking the support of the Church to
encourage the Christian marriage, to encourage sharing, the nuclear family and more
trust between husband and wife. However, B1% see n¢ significant change taking place in
the family system. The consequences of the extended family system can be a problem for
many people especially those who live in urhan areazc. here the cost of living is high
and most people can just about afford to keep one fimily going. However, it is qﬁite
likely that a family may have to support children of relatives who emigrate. They may
have the task of providing education for these children. The dependants act as servants
in the home. It is possible that an individual may have to pay back for help received
from the extended family. Because of the responsibilities of caring for other children,
parents may have to neglect their own and this is o cause uf much unease. The financial
burden of the children has been mentioned - possibly children of a previous marriage, or
illegitimate children. The cost of educating the children ic & big probleme. The problem
of inheritance is a subject which was discussed. In matriliancal tribes, it causes trou~
ble. The remarks on inheritance cgitred on the fate of the wife and children at the
death of the husbanq/father. Some saw a task for the Church in encouraging her members
to make a will in which just provision is made for the wife and children. She shouid
also press the govermment rur proper legislation. The gquestion of inheritance is diffi-
cult for the Akans because the father wants to see his childran profit fyrom his
possessions.

c) Suggested Reforms
We should not consider the question of marriage in terms of preference for either nu-

clear or extended family but rather in the context of the Bible - "This is why a man
must leave father and mother and cling to his wife, and the two become one body"(Matt.
19.5)s This has to be seen in a sitwation where the extended family system is al the
present the dominant system. There are enormous difficulties involved. One of these is
thr2 legalistic approach to marriage of the Church. For Catholics who try to establish a
jood Christian family, the difficulty lies in the claims and characteristics of the
extended family. From the beginning there is a split becausc husband and wife never
balong to the same leneage. This difficulty is more pronounced in the matrilineal society
because the mother's brother is the authority in the family. For both, the home is not
with each other but with their relatives. The children are the main interest of the
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lineage. Children often do not stay with their parents. Another big problem involved
with marriage in Ghana is marital infidelity. Accordiny to custom, the man has a lot
[ freedom which he is hesitant to give up. A real companionship between husband and
wife would restrict the man too much. However it is the desire of the women to have
a kind of family life in which everything is shared. The freguent interference of the
extunded family causes argumentce between husband «id wife bacause each is expectuod to
gide with his or her relatives.
lazre is also the problem of the lower status of women in traditional society. If
customary marriage were zccepted, the majority of women would be able to take part in
thz Sacramental life of the Church and the Church woull have four or five times its
present numbers It is this group of pecople who arc keen on the kind of family life
which is based on the biblical inspiration. The conductors of the survey state that
the church should not actively promote the nuclear f.mily =i create the impression
of identifying it with the Christian family.

The idea is to try a new approach. There is almost comilete failure of marriage in
the present system. 85% of the catholic adults arc not marriced in church. There is
a downward trend in the number seuking church marrizse. Ajnost #0% cannot practiee
their religion because of an ecclesiastical law ain’ arc in o josition of dishonour
with regard to practically all parish and society activity. [hey may be an underestima-
tion of the psychological effect this has on adult men anl women who are considered
as roesponsible adults in society, but as ‘*half-members! in their church. The situation
is greatly resented by the catholic laity who see i it an croitrary exercise of power
by the clergy, who are not willing to look for a uers way. i also causes frustration
among many'pfiests who have to exclude the greft mujerity of the people from the
Sacraments, mahy of whom lead lives in their customary marriage than some of their
lawfully married members. There have been many plaas for the recognition of the
customary marriage as the lawful form for catholics, - this would entail the abolition
of the present canonicul system. This was supported by many expatriate priests, while
several native priests were strong'y against it. 3ut it is stated that if a change is
to be made it must have the support of the African cler;y, who are the firts ones
responsible for the Church in Africa. The reasons givan in support of either the re-
coynition of the customary marriage or the acceptance of ziother form to be worked out
by African experts are as follows: (1) The presenu form 0f catholic marriage laid down
in Canon Law, has arisen as a response to an exclusively Buropean situation. The
Church had created a form of marriage which made clandestine marriages invalid and
succeeded in suppressing them. Much missionary activity took place in the 19th and
2uth centuries. The Church worked among large polygamous sccleties but, according to
the writers the missionaries were so convinced of the superiority of their culture
tiat no real encounter took place and the missionarizss imposed Christianity in its
Yuropean forme (2) African Christianity, is entitled to question the solution which
Uhristian Europe found to its marriage prblems.
They state that the Lutheran Church of Liberia admits polygamists into full membership
while maintaining monogamy as the standard of Christian marriage for those who are not
vot married. For Ghana the greater threat to the Christian marriage is not polygymy,-
{3 of the catholic men live in monogamy) but in divorce. The writers ask if the
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Church in Ghana has a better chance of overcoming divorce by recognizing the customa-
ry marriage between two catholics or a catholic ana ~ nea-catholic, and accepting
trom the Catholic partner into the full sacramentol life 02 the church and involving
thom in parish activities ete., than she has in the present system of demanding the
vbservance of the canonical form, plus the customary marriage? (3) By imposing a
duuble marriage ie 2. church and custom, the church has created a situwation of confu-
sion. By recognizing the customary marriage the Church will be in the heart of the
African marriage situation. l'he custémary marriage £or mect Shanaians, is the real
marriage. The writers state - "Why not be straight forward and recognize the custe-
mary marriage itself and give it the sacramental character when it is contracted by
catholics?" (4) The writers consider the present situaticn intolerable and feel the
crmurch should now act rather than Jo on with a policy which has resulted in the pre-
sent deadlock. This deadlock iz rot a temporary crisis or an accidental phenomenon
but inherent in the Africam situat:cns. The church should come to grips with cistoma-
ry marriage i.e. by recognizing it- They feel that the recognition of the customary
form will benefit practically all catholic men and women. lhe gquestion is posed if
this recognition will make marriages any more stable. There are no facts availzble.
The writers feel that anything from 30%-50% may secck divorce. Such recognition would
meuan the full acceptance intc the sacramental life of *he Church. It means these peu-
ple may get positions in the parish and in the societies which otherwise would
remain closed. The women would greatly appreciate ihnis acceptance of the customary
marriage. The recognition of the customary marriage wovld almest automatically force
tha people to lead better lives - for instance if they ars irn the public eye it
would be dishonour t¢ lose their positions through their own fault. It is felt too
that the women can influence the men to lead better lives. (7) The Canonical Form is
a law of the Church and can be changed by the Church. It was introduced for the
welfare of Souls. But the writers feel that in Ghana it works the other way around.
They feel the attitude of the Clergy is that some of thasc seople are coming to the
Church, but if one were to follow the example of th:» Goud Shephard, one would search
for the 85% who do not come. Church marriage appecrs t. the writers as " a clear case
vf legalism, of sticking to a law for its own sake.!! However they feel that the respo-
nsibility lies with the African Christian community. They do not advocate any rcle
fur the priest in the customary marriage, but rather that the customary marriag:
take place and whem it is completed, the couple shculd register it in the Marriage
Register of the parish and in the baptism tickets ¢f the peuple concerned. What real-
ly counts is the development of the Christian ideal of marriage in Africa - a life-
long union of man and wife in respect and love. But, the writers add, this should

grow out of the African situation itself and not be imposed from outside.
* ¥* *

T EDUCATION

2) Is there need for a change of approach

BEducation should legally be available to all, but throujh poverty, lack of interest
etc., this in practice may not be realized. It appears thot the Catholic schools have
lost their Catholic character through government interfercnce. The Catholic schools
are frequently not staffed by Catholics. One important fact noted in the survey is
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.t there are quite likely more Cathclic children to w2 fuund iz the non-Catholic
Schouls than are to be found ir Cathelic Schoolse The writers ¢iscuss whether or not
there should be Catholic Schocls. Accurding to them, the odiict il policy is to continue
education in the present way - anovingg schools which are specificalliy Catholic. This
has the suppoet of the Ghanaian groups but much less so of the expatriate clergy and
religqious. The writers feel it is the 2duty of the Church oo sespoect this wishe The
Church in Ghana has grown cut ©f the school which scoriz ave as o necessary complement of
the Church. A station without a2 school has a difficult Yime esoicially in the rural
arcas. Management in its attenuated rorm still guarante:s a certaln amount of influence.
There is a certain amount of loyalty on the part of past studeants, although this seems
to be limited as far as interest ia church affairs in concernca. Many have given and are
giving their whole life tu Catholic education and perha.s it woull be a lack of apprecia-
tion of their work to suggest another course. If we -vere to give up the schools we might
be throwing away something we know f£or ‘something of which we have no idea. Some of the
reasens raised for changing the present policy include the gquestion of investing so much
f our resources in Christian schools when religion could Le taught in non-denominational
szhocls. If this were tho case many religious would be frez to enjage in a more direct
and wfficacious apostolates It is felt that the Catholic schiul creates division within
A nation and this is especially so in new independent African countries which have diffi-
oalties arising from having many ethnic groups. Considoping the apostolic task of the
caurcs and the apparently small achievements of the lhristian schools, perhaps the
asostulic resources are not being efficiently used. It is said that the Christian schools
have failed to form a christian elite, capable of giving a christian dimension toc the
develosment of the nation. The Church's essential purpose in founding schools was to
evangelizas. We must be reafly to cooperate with the Govermment. But at the same time, we
should be allowed tc impart a Catholic world view tc our youtn, which need not in any
way narm the national unity. The Cathclic schools wants to educate boys and girls tc be
Cath>lic Ghanaians. The Catheolic school must work toward unity and aveid rivality with
other lenominations. The Cathelic school . has an extremely important function within the
fhurche To realise this function teachers have an imoortant rcle to play. For this
reacon very special attention must be given to our training ocllejes. This is considered
o L a very important point. The possibility open to the Church: is to withdraw from all
aougement and to concentrate on the cpportunity of giving relijious instruction which
is guaranteed by Ghana's Constitution. It 1s said that the Church now realises that means
whicl. were effective formerly are no longer so today. <he Church Herself as the serving
Churci: and the Catholic schocl is only one way amony others of ruifilling her mission.
The institutional presence of the Church in educaticn may be or ideal, but it is not
indispensable or irreplaccable. Education in a pluralistic society such as Ghana is
joo- oriented. It is secular in nature. The control .ver thi. xind of education - secular
and autonomous - is passing cut of her hands. She can accept tiis provided there is
respect for her real role i.e. reliyious. This is possible in Ghana because there is
free zccess to the schools any freedom of religious lucicuctiios to those who wish to
reccive it. By changing the system in the schools on= <ucs not imply a betrayal of those
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who bave devoted their lives to education. The Catholic Church in Ghana is not able
Guw, and progressively less so in the future to accomodate the children of the Catholic
taity in her schools. The majority of Catholic children are probably already in non-
Catholic schools. "Parents whose children are in Catholic schuols often feel their
Children are in good hands. So they do not look upon themselves as being responsible
for their religious education... This is less likely to occur when the child is in a
aon-Catholic gchool." - Fr. Murray, AFER, July 1968. Already the content of Catholic
uwaragement has been almost completely taken away. This is espzcially evident in the
admission of new pupils ard the appointment, transfer and Jismissal of teachers. If mana-
Jomeit is given up, all Catholic children will be in non-Catholic (neutral) schools and
the clergy will be forced to give attention to all of them, not only to a minority.
Fesources in personnel and financial means, which everybody says are so limited in the
Catholic Church, can then be devoted in full to the very purposa of Catholic education;
the bringing of the Gospel.

b) Education and Youth
-~ slogan often heard is "school-leavers are Church-leavers". 70% of the respondents

think, Contradictory opinions were expresased concerning the numbers of young people
leaving the church and reasons why. It seems that the Church has no influence on school
lrevers. This may be due to the fact that while the pupil is in school there is a certa-
in amount of conditioning to the Catholic religion - attending prayers, receiving reli-
T'iois instruction, etc. Some feel the Catholic schools are better for discipline, moral
ciizracter training. Possibly the pupils attend for these reasons and not to receive a
mora complete religious educaticn. However others state that character training has been
fwejlected in primary and secondary schools but receives more attention in training colle-
#23~ The educated skip mass and community work. It appears that schools are not concer-
:2d with the problems of the youth. Teachers are unaware of these problems. Education
wwiays the age of marriage. If a couple are studying they usually prefer to finish it
oefere marrying. Reasons suggested for leaving the faith are migration, the attitude of
“h.. oarents, fear of confession; compulsory attendance during school, superficial instru-
v 2 (religious) and the lack of follow-up by the Church of those leaving school. It
'3 that more leave in the south than in the north.

7robiems-—-Schools are not concerned enough about the problems of their pupils. The wri-
*ers suggest that teachers become aware of a difficult situation and should seek ways of

~>ing the pupils. This should be part of a general movement within the Church, to seek
s.se@r contaets with the youth. The attitude of the young towards different types of
ralniag such as agricultural and technical training was discussed. One of the reasons
that agricultural training is not highly thought of is because of the system of education
in colonial times. Colonial education was directed towards office- type work. One point
worth remembering is that the Catholic Church was providing the type of Education work
Ghanai-ns yere demanding. Farming is despised as the cccupaticn of illiterates. School-
leavers have no capital to start modern farming and tliey camnut jet loans. The result
of their work is unpredictable. There are not enough marketing facilities, a shortage of
land etc. So, as an occupation, it is usually boycotted. The situation is different
coicerning technical work. Many boys like it. One of the great difficuities involved is
the lack of training facilities. There is little change in the attitude of the pupils
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Tic ux-patriate missionaries are. The need for a strengthening of the urban missicn
I3 urgent., In connection with the discussion of the need for @ new approach with regard
to the marriage ceremonies, one may note that the problems involved in the Church marr-
isisz were summed up in the phrase "the indissolubility of the Church marriage". From
his one may gather that it is not the ceremony itself which causes such a majority to
b cott a Church marriage in favour of the traditional marriagje. Traditional marriage
allows divorce, This is the crux of the matter. If the Church is to recognize the custo-
mary marriage as the official one, while still forbidding divorce, then it is doubtful
if it will make any significant difference to the aumbers having an officially recogni-
m2d marriage. In fact it is probable that the numbers now marrying in the customary
fashion, would decrease rapidly. It leads back te the importance of producing children.
that is the'raison d'@tre' of marriage. If the marriage fails in this respect, then it
is highly unlikely to remain intact. The possibility of leaving one's partner is of a
prime importance and no ceremony will be accepted by the majority of the people which
does not allow for this possibility. Whether the Church sticks to the African Church
marriage or accepts the customary marriage, the basic problem remains the same. Freedoum
is more important to the Ghanaian than any official Church marriage service.Another
comnment which was produced by the survey was that cducation is the strongest force in
moving people to change. As time passes, the number receiving education continues to
increases Possibly through education there has been an increase in the numbers leaving
the rural areas for the urban areas. Une of the questions pused by the conductors of
the survey with regard to the establishment of the Chrisftian families is "can the Bibli-
cal concept of the union between husband and wife«.. and the kind of family life which
follows from this union be implemented in the extendad family system in Ghana?" Although
the extended family system is at present the dominant one and will probably continue

5¢ for quite some time, there is a trend towards the nuclecr family. The Church mav

run the risk of trying to adapt its teachings to a situation which is itself charging.

ADDENDA:

The Survey includes an Introduction: containing a vast amcunt of statistics and
information on the historical, geographical, demographical, political and economic
situations of Ghana. .

There are eight dioceses and one arch-diocese:i.e. Cape Cuast (Archdiocese), Accra,
Feta, Kumasi, Sunyani, Sekondi-Takoradi, Tamale, Wa and Jovrohnjo.

The political divisions are: Central, Greater Accra, Ashanti, Brong-Ahofo, Bastern,
Yaestern, Northern and Upper Regions. The regional and diocesan boundaries are to all
intents and purposes co-extensive.

The number of Brothers in the country is low and therefore their responses vere too
few to be included in the analyses made in the Survey. Amony the Sisters there was a
aigh rate of "no opinions". :

Indeed the amount of information which the survey unearthed about the situation of
‘e Church in Ghana js a credit to those involved. It obviocusly tock an enormous amount
.2 time, energy and patience. One hopes that it will set a guideline for many other such
starveys. As already mentioned in the introduction the writers state, "a judicious and
cauvtious follow-up is one of the most important aspects of this Survey". Let us hope

*heir advice is heeded. .
] C. Gilroy
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