'DOCUMENTATION

SEDOS

29 November 197+
74 ne 39
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THE COMMUNICATIONS GROUP:- -

The Group met at 4 psm. 14 November 1974 at Sedos Secretariat.

Pregent: Fr. S. McCarthy SMA, Fr. J. Daly CSSP, Fr. Tonna and Fr. Skelly SMA.
Charrman: Sr. Annemarie Oosschot SCMM-M

The meeting-first discussed the-matter of Joint Jenture. They consulted the
rirtes of the Executive Committee of 28 Oct. (See 8edos- 74/771) and agreed
7ith the line of approach to the next issue of Joint Venture laid down in

‘a@m ie.es strees on Sedos reporting of the Synod and on the General Assemblies
.nd preparatory meetings held before the Symod. :

Ire Skelly agreed to edit the*issue along these lines, though he expressed
1cservations about the present form of the magazine.

‘res Daly raised the very basic communications question as to how we could pass

¢t new ideas on theology, liturgy-etc. to the men and women working in the field.
There were, of course, many experts-churning out material in these fieids in pasto-
ral ¢entres like Gaba-and Ibadan but*there was a communications gap between them
and those they thought they were writing for. Could Sedos help in some way to close
this gap? ‘Most felt that it could. There was also need to get the reactidons of the
people*in the field to new thinking and trends. The following steps were therefore

suggested.

7o pass on our thinking (here) to the people in the field and to

i1sten into their thinking, it would be useful to work out ways to exchange informa-
iion about the visitations planned and completed by our Generalatesd This is another
vay of developing a two-~way communication system and it could lead to=golid, conse-
nsus building both within individual Institutes and among a group*of them(like.SE -
205 ). ?erhaps it would be useful for a group to draft a note about this topic in

r-the weekly bulletin.

fr. Daly then suggested that the Group consider the possibility of the Generalates
offering English speaking missionaries in*Africa just to begin*with an information
service on main trends in evangelization today. It could take the form of a simple,
siort, common bulletin. The Group reacted by referring tJy previous proposals on
this line. It was well aware of the reasons why they were not pushed through. It
vas Sensitive t® the fact, however, that the situation could have changed. It agre-
ed, therefore, to ask Fr. Daly to write a note about the proposal which the Secre-
tariat could circulate among Generalates, with a request for comments.

The Group also took note 6f the different patterns of evangelization*situations in

ifrica and elsewhere: what was valid For one place could be inadequat for anothet.
Une way to become“more sensitive to this fact was to listen harder to sociclogists

nd anthropologists.

.z Group agreed to meet again on December 10, 1574.
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[PiSHOP WORLOCK OF PORTSMOUTH RESPONDS TO "TABLET" CRITICIS)M OF THE SYNOD.

frpe Faul's response: It is in this connection that vour editerial most seriously
distorts the facts. You write: "If the function of the Syonod ir to advise the Pope,

it is not a little disturbing to find that, already by tne :'inal morning of the
Syrod, the Pope appears to have digested the adviee overnight -md, for the most

part, to have rejected it." The marvellous thing about the¢ conclusion of the Synod
was the exact reverse of what you have written. Pope Paul could have remained silent
and then dismissed the delegates with a blessing. In fact, ir the true spirit of
consultation he showed how kecenly he had been listening tc¢ wh-ot had been said and then
riade his own contribution. He ofFfered most valuable pasicral advice and comments and
in no sense closed the door to further consideration. Here waz Peter amongst the

Apostles.

Language groupss Those of us who were Relatores of the Circuli Minores were all

too conscious that our reports to the Plenary Assembly needed further refining.

The detailed discussions in the groups left little tire for nmaling our recommendations

precise or complete. Apart from having to beat the clock in their preparation, we

were confined to 10 minutes eachk in their presentation in Latin the following day.

But Pope Paul picked out three key matters which had been raised and about which

clarification was explicitly sought.On these he offered guidonce:

'a) Farticular Churches;: In recognising the vitality of a particular or local Church,
the Pope emphasised the need to take "proportionate care" in preserving ecclesial

- unity. The need for this balance was often mentioned in ~'ic language g¢roup reports,.

b) Small communitiess These vary in character but Pope Paul noted the "hope they
furnish and the reminder they give of the work of the Holy Spirit". But, as was
again emphasised in the Circuli Minores, if such grcups are to develop healthfly and
share in the work of evangelisation; they must preserve ecclesial unity.

@) Integral liberationt This was a matter of great concern tco the Latin Americans,
erphasising that evangelisation was for the whole msn, Popc Paul said: "Human
advancement, social progress, and 50 on are not to be excessively emphasised on a
temporal level to the detriment of the essential meaning which evangelisation has
for the Church of Christ: the announcement of the Good Newsg,Y

I am confident that most of th delegates would wish to share the Pope’s ewn evaluation

c? the Synod: "We cannot help but be filled with a sense of sincere satisfaction

ad realistic optimism.™

FR. Te CORBISHLEY, S.J. ALSO REPLIES;

Tk decision to meet every three vears (instead of twc) doec not necessarily indicate
o 1lack of selfwconfidence. It was based largely on a desire to ensure adequate
preparation . Since the council charged with this preparation includes Asia, Africa
and the Americas (Yorth and South), it cannot meet very often. It is also necessary
to leave time for consultation of bishops'! conferernces,

As to "freedom", if the subject was chosen by the Hcly Father, there was certainly
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no lack of freedom in what was said. It was universally agreed that a frultful and
practical discussion had resulted. Nor is it true to say thet the"prepared text were
thrown out on 22 Qctober" partly because the Synod was not allowed to choose its
drafting committee., The real reason was that most fathers felt that the document was
too vague and imprecise and did not reflect the tone of the meeting. Most people
thought that the job of summing up their findings was almost impossible in the time.
(The group responsible had worked through the night until 5:30 a.m.)s Moreover, the
final "message", all but unanimously welcomed by the fathers, was drawn up by
someone not chosen by them.

‘ Finally, to say that the Pope had "for the most part...flatly rejected"
the advice tendered is a gmmt exaggeration. A reading of the complete text of his
address reveals a different situation. He was indeed concerned to reaffirm the
rolc of the papacy in the life of the Church. This does not mean that he had been
deaf to what had been said. Speaking for example, of"the need to find a better
‘ekpression of the faith to correspond to the racial, social and cuntural milieux"
of the differemt local churches, he went on to say that this was a "necessary require-
rent of an authentic and effective evangelisation." The warning about the danger
cf "diversified theologies" has to be seem in the context of these words and of the
subsequent ones about “the truth of its single message presented in a diversity of
languages."

' 0f course the Synod has not yet realised its full potential, But, as the
(ardinal Archbishop of Madrid said, the engine has now been run in and is in good
order., It may not yet have got into top gear; but an experienced driver knows that
these things take time.
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v CUIONS O THS SYNGD by Sue . # PR, SJ.
T LD WFITS OF THE S5YWNCL
a The principal benefit i: vie: “zlp given to the Jn'v Fath> . He himself }ooks forward
to this meeting wi L Yastor: ‘i that the help or their presence will not be lackiug,
well as the help of treir .muience and experienve, the security of their counsel,tic
weight of thoir autreritiv® s jolic Letter, “apastoiica Scllicitudo", introducticn).
ba There arc o*rev oo~ ;o7 0 . 1lzes dumporte hearfits:

i« The exercisc aith ALl its cuiosequences for the benefit of the Uni--
versal Church,

2. The work of prupoiet Lo we Ssode It arfecns the wic’e Church and the entire
hierarchy of ke Lo, thy e offering many opportiunities for the study of books anc
articles dealing with %o cyvuedal theme and rel:ited tcopicse

3. The *remendous worl ymod itself: this iwc-luders many reciprocal contacts
among personsg, 1t & : « the Holy Father sn=---1 .nd beneficial experience:
vresentation “n tro fu.o of e various opiniocas ar .l armsolopment of arduments under
Afrerse aspecil; So.p o ....CUion coming from the "circuli Minores"; the accuratu
preparation of comclusicns: a2 hopes and ircerss{ sxcited in the course of an o
tire montt in patlic opinicr 214 in the world ot large. Tt can accordingly be =7 -
Pirmed that te: bensrst. o1 18 Synod are vwealiy vory many and positive,

2. 147 GAN BE DONE TO !U¥L U0 uvKJL MJRE EFFECTIVE?

L .i Talls tor serious rwelloertion o that we may present nore practical coumsel to tho

Ly Father. This shoull b 2.ne ir such wise thet tliz celebration of the Synod becomes

- zh Jday more usetful onw mack more Sficient in ti- worviece and for the benefit of tho

sohs Much help can e haa from tre experience and vwork doae in this 8ynod. Yet spess
in the cenurets, and drawing on some examples i+ the Syned, I would affirm, for e: .-

the existence of copioas orcwn e lation in the puurt? m paper< presented by every Epise
nopal Confercnce v "ond i 2avus 1, oning frow oo o 2L ver. This represents a trow

meadous volume 0f vary vavinll: wirk that could nit be reneated again for many years.

Have we made sufficisnt use 57 1t% And could we not pen:zfii much more by it?

the fact cf the mar utorves ass given in the Auwla and in the "Circuli Minores",

Does not the dangsr ciisw thet all this material will b= consigned to the archives, whe

ac were it made available, ool serve for further profitable study and research? Cne

could, for cwample, ermmint to- reasons why a part’ sular topic was discussed and anothe

passed over in silsace. furthar consideration cau*d ve given to the common agreement

reached on some poinis =ps oo T plurality of opini ot on others, or a study of the
yrancipal lines of thrmiskr acoording to existing c;versity in various continents of the

world. It might alsc Le puisible to discover, witl all ¢uz care, why, when speaking cof

uecentralization, cac ~hould stil? maintair merTic. el Tilial fidelity and respect

for the perzor -7 v T TToher e etCs
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What is it possible to do? This is not the time to go into particulars. It would be a
work for the permanent secretariat of the Synod. That body could draw much profit and
Lielp from a serious evaluation %f the recently concluded Synod undertaken by the Syno-
<21 Fathers themselves., This is problem of very grave importance for the Church. It
chould have our undivided attention.

“Le Apostolic Letter “Apostolica Sollicitudo" (XI) states that "when the assembly has
adjourned, by that very fact the persomnel and offices of the Synod likewise cease",

Zven so, the impression remains in all of us,that this Synod has been a commeonly acce, tzd
valid experience that each will undoubtedly consider a very special grace from God.
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fHE E.ST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN BISHOPS BRING THE SYNOD MESSAGE TO IHEIR PEOPLES

Message to0 Rulers

.o Fully aware of+*Christ's directive "Give to Caesar the things that are Caesaris
and to God the things that are God's", ve proclaim publicly: We honour your authority
and your sovereignty, we respect your office, we recognise your just laws, especially
thise regarding the freedom of worship and personal ownership, we esteem those who make
these laws and those who apply them. But above all, we love you, we love our pecples.

Because of this dedicated love we speak a most holy word t¢ you, and it is this:
Only God is great. God alone is the beginning and the end. God alone is the 3ource of
your authority and the Foundation of your laws. We constantly pray to Him that you may
fulfil wisely and patiently yowr arduous task of building our nations, of promoting
crder, peace and prosperity among our pecples. We would not like you to forget this:
It is God, the living and Supreme Being, who is the Father of men, the Lord of both the

greatest and the least among us.

In our deliberations during the Assembly we spoke feelingly about the family,
which is the cormerstone of our society and nation; we spoke abqﬁt the youth, which is
tne future of our society and nation; we spoke about employment and we spoke about the
many kinds of liberation and above alt, spiritual liberation, which is the Church's
proper mission and deals primarily with the eternal and the inexhaustible aspirations of
the human heart and the eternal destiny of men created male and female, in the image
of 30d. :

2 _Message to the Laity

The indispensable role of the Laity in the work of evangelization came back again
exd again throughout the deliberations of the 8ynod, like a melodious refrain. It was
strossed, as one of the Synod Fathers put it, that the heirarchy evangelizing without the
<aity was like trying to walk without feet, to work without hands, to hear without ears,
ond to see without éyes. Conscious that 99% of the Church's membership is the laity, it
is obvious that up t® now, in so far as the work of evangelization is concerned, the
potential of the laity was like a huge reservoir waiting to be tapped.

The Synod came up against a gigantic work which now lay before the Church - bring-
ing the Gospel to the remaining twé-thirds of the world who have not yet heard the good -
news nor quenched their thirst at the fresh Fountainheads "Come to me and drink%, Christ
ig®calling all. One was made to feel ‘that there is no way of facing up to this task
squarely without a plasned involvement of each and all the People of God. The opportune
moément has' arrived to tap the reservoir; and the streams must run towards all directions
tQZQUEHCh the thirst of our separated Brethren of non-Christian believers, of the indif-
ferent to religion, and of those who deny the existence cf God. For in the human aspira-
tidns of different peoples, the Synod recognised the underlying thirst for true freedom,
authenticity, justice, love community, and even for transcendancee.
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While awaiting the definitive directions from the Holy Father, we might hasten
te reveal the ardent desire of the Synod Fathers that if the laity were to be well
"L lzed, if they gave themselves up in prayer and docility to the action of the-Holy-
. and wers oriented towards encountering men in ali walks of life, this new thrust
i ¢ work of evangrlization could go a long way to restore all things in Christ. The
futvgze would then be seen not Jjust with optimism, but with real enthusiasm.

A whole new horizon for our action has well come into view. Many fields
¢ 1 ng the devotedness of the laity were touched on by the Synod Fathers. Just to
ment+tica a few:

More powers and formation are being sought to enable the Catachists to do

their work efficiently as ministers to their fellow Christians, as presiders

at Liturgical functions, and especially as animators of local small communities.

The responsibility to organize pastoral work, to raise the standard of
financial self-support, and to co-ordinate the efforts of different groups
such as lay-apostolate movements, Christian professionals and businessmen,
govenment employees, educators, and especially to co-ordinate small Christian
communities at the jrassroots, lie on the shoulders of lay councillors in
co-operation with the clergy. + . .

One of the main resolutions of the Synod, and cne which was arrived at after the
most debated issue ending with a wonderful synthesis, is that the Church must aim at
evangetizing THE WHOLE MAN ANP ALL MEN. Evangelize the whole man, body and soul, in the
ser:  that man must be liberated not only from sin but also from the consequence of sin
such as oppression, poverty, hunger and disease. To evangelize all men in the sense
that it is not only consciences of individual persons which must be restored to right
coder  but also the conscience of society as a whole must be restored to right order.

“he Kingdom of ®@od, reigning in the hearts of men (if man lets God reign there at all}
must Of necessity manifest itself also in the concrete reality of justice, reconciliation,
prace and love. Not only individual lives are to be reformed but-also social,ecogomic
and political structures must be reformed to conform to the dignity Of men as iadividuals
and as society. What has come to the fore is that the endeavour to bring salvation to
man on one hand and to bring human development t¢ him on the other, are not two incom-
patible endeavours; on the contrary, they are so connected that neither of these two

will alone achieve man’s wholeness without the other. . e

Every Christian therefore, is invited to pose and consider seriously the meaning
of that daily occupation which he has. He must consider whether this job, in which he
is engaged for six days a week, serves his own true genuine needs, those of his neighbor
znd of his society. For it must be through this his daily work (and not just through
hiis occasional prayer services or Sunday Mass) that a Christian ought to glorify God.

“Mat occuptes him morning till evening, Monday till Saturday, that is what counts. It
is through this daily work, if performed genuinely and conscientiously, that a Christian
o _h* to make his contribution in shaping not only his own eternal destiny but also that
of suciety in one and the same effort. This means understanding in the first place,
whou is God's plan for all men, for the particular society in whic¢h you live, for the
2 fession which you chose, and for your own particular place in that profession or

)
occepation.

T
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- - Por example, if you are a Christian nurse or doctor, do you take delight in the
fizcv +hat your work identifies you with Christ the healer? The truth is that a dector
dows, indeed, lend his skill and hands to Christ. The doctor is Christ to the patients.
Ve~ profession, therefore demands fidelity to Christ.

--if you are a Christian farmer, do you recognise you privilege to share in the work
+f God to create and provide for your brothers?

-~ £ you-are a Christian teacher, are you aware of your responsibility to prepare your
s+ulents for a fruitful participation in the Kingdom of God, the living community of
Guu's children here on earth?

--If you are a Christian recad constructor, do you take pride in safeguarding the lives
of those who use the road?

-=-1% you are a Christian member of Parliament, do you strive to make laws that are an
application of God’s own law?

-=If you ate a Christian Magistrate, do you make it your duty in conscience to protect
the rights of the ¢laimants?

~~If you are a Christian rumning a co-operative shop, do you rejoice in making a devoted
and fair distribution of God-given goods to your brothers?

-=If you are a Christian administrator, do you strive to imitate the tenderness of the
Heavenly Father?

Finally, do social, economic and political structures always permit that duties
be performed effectively in the manner described above?

How do Christians co-operate with other men of good will in order to improve
these structures? . . .

3. riessage to Parents

During the recent Synod on “"Evangelizatiocn in the Modern World," it was stressed
+hat the first place where evangelization takes place is in the family because!
--The purpose or mission of evangelization is the building up of the
Pedple of God.
--But the first building block of the People of God is the family. Therefore,
the family is and must be the primary place of evangelization in the modern
world.

As all of us Africans know, there is no stronger tie between and among peoples
than the family tie.

We also know the saying that "As you educate a child, so will he grow."

We are also very conscious of how in the African mentality and ‘culture the
fanily plays a dynamic role in the communal framework of African soctety. Due to this
oo -ext, evangelization in Africa can flourish better if it is directed toward the
fem'ly. Preparations for evangelization must begin in the sanctuary of the family.

It is then clear that the importance of the family in the question of evangeliza~
+i.n cannot be overemphasized, and we hope you who are parents fully appreciate the
sublime role which you were given by God.
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With God you are Y“co-parents" in bringing life to your children; but man ts
body and soul! You must therefore envisage the whole extent of your responsibility,
that is, not only being co-parents with God as far as the body is concerned, but you
mu.st also cooperate with God spiritually in sowing good seed in your ¢hildren's souls
to help the saving grace of God to grow and flourish in them. Doing this is indeed a
good preparation for deeper evangelizatione

We therefore exhort Christian families to keep such high moral values
incorporated in African culture as:
--The strong family sense which reaches out to the extended familty.
—--African family values such as the sense of anthority, solidarity, and mutual help.
-~The woman's fertility considered as her great honour.
--The sense of being oneself and not just insensibly following dangerous Western
propaganda, such as artificial birth control through the use of unlawful and harmful
. contraceptives. These contracéptives are contrary to our traditional céncepts  of the
dignity and role of woman and the family. You parents must be the first ones to
reésist being victims of sach harmful propaganda. You must be on the watch for struc-
tures and systems which tend to destroy the sanctuary of family life.

There are howevér, modern means of Natural Family Planning. 1In studying this

neans we must remember that:

-~The family is the central influence of all Christian life,

--The family must be defended against modern moral permissiveness.

--The Christian family should be a place of mutual love and common prayere

-~The Christian family must always be aware of the vivifying presence of Christ Who is
in their midst for He Himself has promised that where two or three are gathered in
His Name, He will be in their midst. -

--We should also be convinced that the family that prays together will stay together.

The €huarch needs good leaders: good priests, good religious, good laymen. We
a’Ll know.that these will hardly come from bad and broken families, for the family is
liz: a tree which can bear good or bad fruit. What Christ told us is eternally true:
"No good tree can bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruite" o « o

2  _Message to Youth

The Bishops delegates gathered in Rome from all over the world have been
discussing, among many other important matters, the concern the Church has for youth.
in other words, we have been thinking about you.

We have a message for you. The message is the one you already know, but the
point is to ask you what we can do about it. It is a fact that youth make up more
rhan half the total population of the world. In our dioceses you are more NUMErous
than adults, yet many of you of the younger generation are beset with numerous pro-
ékgmg. These vary from place to place. As soon as you leave school, some of you
suffer from isolation, loneliness and boredom. Some of you have unsolved doubts about
religious truths and aré tormented by frustration because your dreams have not been

realized. Many of you seem to find no attraction in your religion because it does not
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Stw t0 change your lives. It seems toO you to be the domain only of priests and religious
cocL by and Seems so removed from your daily life that you think it is incapable of

G lpin? you to solve your problems. In this tontext of isolation, hervous tensions can
fov 1o the point of despair and some resort to lawlessness and crime.

This is a sad situation. Neither you nor we can ignore it. When we look into
v . situation we see there are good grounds for hope. In searching for truth and
mat conionship some of the youth among you consider belonging to the Church as something
w.. .1 offers a sense of fellowship, and rightly so. Many of you conaider the Church to
v+t lere you £ind ¢cordial friendship and a brotherly atmogphere and this rightly
at'racts yous In the Church you expect to have opportunities to discuss and $olve
probiems in concrete life. You expect the Church to give clear and exact instruction
accar Christ our Saviour. We agree with you entirely. The Church is really a loving
“.llowship if men and women in union with Christ. The Bishops assembled in Rome during
e, 274 _Symod, have unanimously agreed that we should open all windows to the world and
s¢r what is going on among the youth and open a dialogue with you. In speaking about
youth, the Bishops stated. “The youth are looking for a Church that cares for them,
unlerstands them, trusts them and is with them. The youth want to see a Church as a
pywar that makes all things new, a Church that speaks against injustice and lives what
it prcuches."

0

_ As you realize, the Shurch is not only priests, religious and bishops. You are
per’ of the Church. You are the greater part of the Church, since you are more than half
fF bhe nopulation of your diocese. You are the power, the energy and the hope of the
Charcia today and tomorrow. e have youth movements such as the Y.C.8., the YoCeWeygthe
Lirtle Way Association, the Young Christian Farmers, and so on. You want to have a
feeling of belonging, a loving fellowship and a brotherly atmosphere. Come, join any of
these movements. It will give you and us a chance to talk things over. It will estab-
1ish links between all the youth of the diocese. Together we can make the Church
relevant to your lifé because Christ wanted to be relevant to all people of all
ages. He said: -"Let the young ones come to Me." He will give you courage and joy, but

you must learm to go to him.

4. Message to Catechists

Since YEvangelization i -he Modern Wortd® must take into congideration the
spirit of solidarity, it will o=z necessary to establish small Christian communities.
These small communities cannot be created without local leaders. You are leaders living
wirth the People of God. You share their préblems and their aspirations. You must
wiitote these small communities by helping them to communicate with each other and tisten
1o the Word of Gode By your good example you promote good family life. You are not just
4o =xstants of the priests--you are co-minigters with them in announcing the Good News.

At yoﬁr centres you are the agent of unity and the bond of love because you are
“ oo source of reconcitiation when there are disputes among the People of God. You pro-
Tote solidapity with the suffering Church when you visit the sick. You help the poor
milt the aged and you console those suffering from isclation.
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Evangelization in the modern world requires a spirit of dialogue with Christians
of o+er denominations and all people of good wills. You have unique opportunities to be
i romerers of ecumenhism especially when you conduct funeral services. On such occasions
seaplz of different denominations come to show sympathy to the bereaved family. On this
ozcasion don*t you read the word of God? Don't you make a short homily addressed to all
those present?

When the priest is not present, you announce the Lord's day and preside over
+..c worship. Some of you have started distributing Holy Communion. You have many duties
awi newed the help of others. With the advice of the People of God, select volunteer
Catechistgse. Train them little by little. Help them to read the word of God and to pre-

pare casy catechism lessons.

Remember that our primary duty is to announce the Good News; we have to bring
Christ to¢ others. But we must first of all be possessed-by Christ ourselves before we
dare to take upon ourselves this tremendous responsibilitve o+ «

5. Message to Priests

The bighops realized that there are many difficulties for priests in the modern
world, but they emphasized that only a Christ-like life will change man in the world of
today. The work of evangelization has many aspects:

--The Gospel must be proclaimed to the two-thirds of mankind who have never fully heard
the megsage of Chrigt.

--It must be proclaimed again to those who have known Christ, but have abandoned Him.

--It must be proclaimed more fully to those who follow Christ, so that their Christian
‘way of life be constantly improved and perfected.

The most effective way of evangelizing is to have Christ incarnated in us, both
as individuals and as a group. We, who have accepted Christ and adhere to His Gospel,

exercise a direct missionary role by being the leaven in the society in which we live.
But to be penetrating leaven, as far as the priest is concerned, requires that the priest
be a man of prayer and cbntemplation. These are the ingredients that stimulate his day
to day priestly life and give it success. To be fully effective, though, they first
require renewal and reconciliation in all of us, so that we will be proper instuments of
grace to those we wish to evangelize.

6. Message to Religious

The important role of the Religious in this work of evangelization was often
stresged in the Synod. The Bishops made it a point to express their admiration and
sratitude for the tremendous participation of the Religious, male and female, in all
s.rts of services that Christ renders through Hig Church: in education, health, human
social and spiritual development, attention to needs and protlems of all kinds affecting
man's life, especially the service to the less privileged categories of mankind: the
pour, the sick, the oppressed, the marginal people, and sc on. The active concern of
Religious in these fields represents a true incarnation of that Love of God and
neighbour which i$ the Lord's one Commandment and which fulfills the whole Law and the
“rophets, and is therefore real evangelization in its deepest sense.
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The Bishops encourage you to continue working in all +hese fields with the same
zeal and dedication. Even if today the growing shortage of persomnel and scarcity of
resources create problems in your work, and even if new ficlds of activities open up to
your initiative, the Bishops wish to asgure those among you wiw are catled upon to
gerve in those "traditional fields" that they are offering an cxcellent and genuine
gervice of evangelization. They need not therefore fecl that they are being sacrificed
to a work of second-rate importance.

The Synod noted with pleasure that in many plaices touday the Religious are being
agked to take a more active part in direct pastoral activity like catechesis, spiritual
animation of Christian communities, even the running of ,arishes, and the sharing in
parochial and dioceésan pastoral planning and executive responsibilities. This ever-
growing invelvement of Religious should not be seen just as an expedient to meet the
probleh of shortage cof priests. It is simply a welcome sign of the times. It Is a
proof that very many of the multiple services needed in the Church have ceased to be
seen as exclusively reserved to the clerical order. More and more they are understood
as the common responsibility of all members of the Church to whom the Spirit has
confided a variety of charisms that go towards equipping the Body of Christ for every
good service.

We hope that newer and more varied opportunities <f such involvement will open

Ué to the Religiaas. We, Bishops, shall surely welcome and encourage them. We shall
not let ourselves be ted astray by suspecting that the keligivus, especially the female
Religious, are attempting to usurp the specific responsibilities of the ordained clergy.
There would, in fact, be no point in such an attempt, since we all received our
different gifts and opportunities for service (cf. I Cor. 12: 29-30). Within the range
of our varied charisms, we all have ample room to serve the Lorde o o o

¥+ will be enc¢ouraging for-you to know that the Eishops accepted with joy the
intervention made in the Synod by the spokesman of the Unicn of Superiors General of
Women Religious. The message was this: "Is the true valuc of the evangelizing force
that Religious women represent truly recognized in the Church +oday? « . .Essentially,
the religious life is a perscnal consecration to Chri-t. . .Religlous women desire a
factual recognition of this specific dimension of their consecration - a recognition
shown by respect for the religious woman as a person, {or the exigencies of her way of
living, for her spiritual and relational needs, above and beyond her ability and
efficiency in her field of activity." « « o

; The Religious charism is a gift of the Church, whicrseby through a living witness
it can preach about the supremacy of the Superhatural, demonstrate the reality of the
¢Oming Kingdom of God, and prove in action that this Kingdom is already at work in the
world. « « » You can therefore understand why for us, Bishcps, Religious Life in Africa
is a source of the highest hope for the Churche .« « .
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7. Message to Missionaries

Greetings to all of you - priests, religious, laymen and womeén - engaged in
evangelization. The scope of your divine mission is the total liberation of man from
g?iritual and material misery. All men, rich or poor, powerful or voiceless, are
terribly in need of divine liberation from sin and its consegquences of pride, egoism
and greed, which lead to exploitation and terrorism. . . »

The Synod Fathers are convinced that in order to evangelize the modern world
which is facing serious moral and social problems, the following points should be
kept in mind:

1. Those engaged in evangelization must be convinced that the work of

evangelization is to be done with the help of the Holy Spirit.

2. ¢The life of the one delivering the message must be exemplary so

that the people will be led by his example to become disciples
of Jesus Christ.

3. The evangelical counsel of Christian poverty and simplicity of life

needs to be stressed in a spec¢ial way today.

In the same way the Sacred Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples in
its message of tast March exhorts the faithful saying:
; "Pray that the example of missionaries offering the Gospel and
commandments of love to mankind may tnspire all Christians
towards a sénse of recohciliation with God so much desired by
the Holy Father during this Holy Year."

The 3ynod expressed a great desire of solidarity between well established

Churches and those which have been Just started.

s Missionarieg should not pay any attention to those misleading voices that
proclaim "the missionary era is over", nor to those speakers who state that missionaries
gﬁould be treated as foreigners. Wherever missionaries are sent, let them present
themselvés as messengers of God. God has sent His Church to all peoples and has

dgcided to call his messengers from all peoples. Indeed, the presence of so-called
ﬂﬁpre;ggf missionaries in the various local Churches throughout th¢ world is a living
$ign of the universal character of the Church. The love of Christ is capable of
uniting people of different cultures and mentalities to form this one big family

which we call the Church, the People of God.

The missionary activity of the Church is still necessary today. Two-thirds
of mankind have not heard the Good News about Jesus Christ.

A new missionary era hag begqun: a new missionary spirit has been inttiated

between the older and younger Churches. It consists in a fraternal give and take.
30 let our locat Churches in Africa learn to give just as the missionaries offered

themselves for thé Gospel. Also let the older Churches be ready to accept from the
younger Churches their sincere but fraternal contribution to the evangelization of
the modern world.
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THE SECOND WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PFACE.

v

This conference took place from 2B August to 3 September in Louvain
and was attended by 150 delegates representing all religicns and coming
from every corner cf the globe. We reproduce here extrects from the

_a2claration issued by the Gonference.

THE LOUVAIN DECLARATION

The Second World Conference on Religion and Peace, mecting at the
University of Leuven/Iouvain in the Summer of 1974, lonys to speak
directly to all the religious commumnities of our troubled planet.

Buddhists, Christi ns, Confucianists, Hindus, Jains, Jews, Muslims,
Shintoists, Sikhs, Zorocastrians and still others, we have sought here
to listen to the spirit within our varied and vencrable religious traditionse
Whatever our religion, we know that Yemgre one with the wWhole of humanity
and that all of its problemﬁ falth compels us tc search for effective,
viable solutions. We have faced together the enormity of the perils
~~esently threatening the human species and its home. We have looked hard
at the massive evidence of the political, economic, social and cultural
offenses against humanity that are inherent in the growing world disorder.
We have grappled with the towering issues that our societies must resolve
in order to bring about peace, justice and emnobling quality of life for
every person and every people,
Drawing upon the inexhaustible resources of our several spiritual herita-
4e3, we have experienced together the truth expressed by one of the poets
in our midst: "I walk on thorns, but firmly, as among flowerse".se

We rejoice that through the profound experiences of conférences
like these, and multi-lateral dialogues wundertaken by official religious
institutions, the long era cof prideful, and even prejudiced, isolation
of the religions of humanity is, we hope, now gone forever. We are resolved
henceforth to serve humanity together each in the way most in keeping
with the convictions of his spiritual family and local circumstances.

War cannot be avoided: it can only be overcome.

We plead with all people of faith and good will to recognize that
there i1s no future for humanity if worldwide nuclcar war is simply postponed
or temporarily avoidedsses

We urge that the religions of the world mount every possible pressure
on the nuclear weapon governments to halt the proliferation of destructive
nuclear armament and to roll back all existing nuclear weaponry until the
stockpiles of nuclear devices have been safely dismantled and destroyed.

We also ask religious bodies to press other governments how capable of
initiating nuclear weapons programs to renounce any such undertakingses,
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“hatever conscientious religious people decide in respect to the use of violence,
wi urge religious leaders everywhere to work ceaselessly for-the reduction-

of the level of violence in all social-*struggles,in the first instance, with final
eiimination, in favor of peaceful solutions as their rfirm objcective. To respond

tc violence Whth violence without first seeking to eliminate its cause is to embark
upon the course of unending escalation. .

Conscientious objectors to all killing and a2ll wars have lately arisen
in increasing numbers in most of our religious traditions. Je¢ ask the official
srganizations of all religions +o respect their witness as a prophetic sign
that ultimatély mankind must-indeed end-*war,-or war will-end mankind. Religion
snould so interpret conscientious objectors to gevernment, insisting on the recogni-
tiun of their rights.

Liberation plus Development = Peace . .

il have to see human liberation, economic liberation, economic development and

w.rld peace as a dynamic triangular process. People liborating themselves become
capable of helping others become free. A truly free pcopl: constitutes a productive
and cooperative society rather than an exploitative and dominecring overloamd among
their neighborhoods All the inhabitants of the globe-today need to progress toward
such basic liberation, such genuine self-development, such & harmonious  and
peaceful world-order. -~ - *
Tyramnical systems, elitist ruling groups and‘some trarsnctional economic enterprises -
whether private or-govermmental - prevent multitudes of pecple from participating

i1 the shaping-of their own future. We encourage every religion to arouse its people
tu seek resolutely their own integrated liberation and devel.ment, and that-of
their fellow human beings; near and far. With special insisftence we turn to those
religious communities that are numercus among the atfluent and powerful nations,
requesting that they act bcldly to end every- form of domination among the African,
Asian and Latin American peoples whether by their govermments or their-economic

and cultural institutions. We press religious people to condemn profiteering by

rii: 3ffluent world from the weakness-of the developing countries, or the racist

-, »Tussion of the black majority by the wealthy-white minority-as in Southern-Africa,
werking for such fair policies in economic and technical aid, trade and investment

-5 will help all such peoples pursue their own development way.

The rights of man and the independence of religion. L.

- * * Fundamental independence*from all earthly-powers and total dependence
on the truth that has called +hem into being-is essential for all religious
that would offer a fully authentic ministry to society.

o +herafore ask all religious bodies to strive for their own freedom from entangling
cilliances, covert or overt, that-could limit their frecdom to work for the general
freedom of man. Vigilantly mointaining the integrity of their own social organiza~
ticns, religicus communities should freely cooperatc with atl who sincerely seek

to advance the cause of justice, peace and human rights in tleir own lands and beyond.

-
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Humble enough to survive?

The religiocus insight that there is an essential interdependency
of all beings and all things is age-old. Now we are still more aware
that there must be not war but profound harmony between the human species
and the natural world.
We plead with our religious commnities to evoke among their peoples
a fresh sense of awe before the mystery of existence and a recovery of the
value of humble sclf restraint in the conduct of personal and social life,
Men and women motivated by religion should provide mankind with a shining
example of simplicity of life-style, getting along with minimal dependence
on material things and deriving their happiness from the quality of
their spiritual, aesthetic and cultural pursuits.

§ § ¢

TJE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee will meet at 4:15 pem., 2 December 1974 at SEDO3
Secretariat.

Agenda

1+ Minutes of the prévious meeting.
2. Preparations for the General Agsembly of December 16.

a) Executive Secretary's report on his post-Syncd visits to Generalates.
b) Executive Secretary's Report for 1574.

c) Proposed programme for 1975.

d) Budget for 1975.

3. Relations between USG Commission VI and SEDOS.

4« Any other business,.
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ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN CONGRESS AT CORDOVA, SPAIN, 10-15 SEPIEMBER, 1974.

- - -

lhe first Islamic-Christian Congress was held at-Cordova, Spain, on September 10-15,
197 ++ Though the mumber of participants was relatively small (about one hundred from
23 different countries),-the event was given a prominent place in the local press

at the end of“summer, both on account of the qualifications of participants and above
all because it was the occasion of the reopening to-Islamic cult of the Cordoya
musgue, one*of the wonders of moslem art in the West, which had bean turmned into a
Catholic Cathedral in 1236.

- -

For+-a proper evaluation of the Congress and-its consequences, one should
look at it from a wide historic viewpoint. Evidently it must be considered as an
tavont in-IslamicsChristian relationships; it is the first-general meeting, on
equal footing, between Moslems and Christians, on the invitation of a tiny orga-
nization, the "Islamic-Christian Frienship of Bpain". From an Islamic point of
view this represents a step forward of greatest interest on a scale parallel, for
Christians, to the action of John XXIII and the-II Vatican-Council in timidly
péving the way for the solutions of all conflicts between the two religiongeee.

The reports to the Congress

- - -

Lecturers*— about twenty,half of them Christians and the other half-Moslems- had
teen invited according to their specialization in the five genmeral topics of the
conzress:  (1)*how to put forward Islam to Christians in such a way that Mosléems
may recognize themselves and approve of it (by &hristian lecturers); (2) how to
put forward Christianity in a Moslem enviromment (by Moslem lecturers); {3) relation-
shizs between religion and political inftuence; (4) educating to the faith in each
¢f the two religions; (5) fields of practical collaboration between Moslems and
Christians. . . . .

-

Y

From*a docerinal point of view, the points raised were varied and on different
tevels, but all were equally embued with mutual esteem. Moslems base their evalua-
ti:n of Christianity on Koran textsand they wonder why Christians cannot see the
o, sage of Mahomet in the different passages of their holy books (the best known®
is the one on Paradise, in which Christ announces his coming to guide all men after
his death)s

- + - -

- Christians, on their part, base their evaluation of Islam and Moslems on*some
'theological arguments*derived from €hristian dogmas: through his work God created
all human beifgs and their ctvilizations, and through his Incarnation he*saved them,
raising thém to divine dignity.-Christians also wonder-why Moslems do not evaluate
Christianity for what it is, but only oa the basis of the virtues which the Koran
at+ributes*to Islam, goodness, simplicity, piety. A-whole‘series of misunderstandings
mzy arise thérefprom; as well as a lack of mutual esteem, traces of which could be
detected in the lectures and discussions of the congress, though these were most

cordial and friendly. . e .. - - s -

As a matter of fact one could say that the two theological attitudes, facing
ona another in a happy atmosphere during the congress (thanks to the two basic topics)
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- - - -

... also a value of their own-in provoking, by different-means; thée esteem of ong
= maunity for the doctrine of the other. The basic contents-of the topics - how 0
-4..5¢ 1In a favourable light-the religion of the other party in one's-own community
i ithin one's own true faith - gave rise to two parallel series of theological

-.ems which would require deeper study. .

- Historical discussions proved quite different, as showing a double-trend even
'Irmin the members of the two-religions. Some were for a selection of-historical
suets which might help to-unity, keeping silent on the "painful moments"™ of their
¢z history. This was the“approach of Profe Cruz Fernandez, of Salamanca University,
i1 5. lecture on religious tolerance in Andalusia, and also of the greater part of
“.ie theologians and responsible eastern politicians.

-

- Numercus historians and sociclogists*though woiuld have-preferred a more

-torough study of the past, even in its most unpleasant aspects, in order to analyge
ool structwre and-thus avoid repeating the samé mistakes, or simply to place those
vents in their historie context and so deprive them of such mythical value as they
mignt have acquired in the course of time.

. - - -

* But actually the Songress, thotgh giving its due to-doctrinal and historical
o35l 2cts, turned quickly to the concrete field of cellavoration, as desired by the
Koarid organizers and especially the present managers of the Islamic-Moslem Friendship
25 the Pontifical Comillas-Madrid University and the Ggyo>tian director of the Madrid
Inc+itute of Islamic Studies. The-very fact of opening of the MosjuesCathedral to
Irximic cult - kindly granted by the Bishop of Bordova -*waz an invitation to both

vr+ies to open also a new era in Iglamic-Christian rclativns. | |

Prominent in this field was the intelligent mn¢ crficient activity of Dr.Abdela-
iz ¥amel, Vice-Prime minister and UAR minister for Keligisus Afrairs. He was the -
Jwulr and gutde of the Songress sinc&lecture on the seccond day, not merely on account

? ihe political weight of his country and his public responsipilities, or the  *
particular Egyptian experience in the field of Islamic~Chricti.a relations (Egypt
counts a few million of arabic speaking Christians), put ubove all on account of his
versunal value‘and his determined-decision to end once for al, as zarly as possible
awi by-the best means, all opposition between the tw. zommunities, in our time.*To a
man with heavy responsibiiities in public life such oppusition is considered altogether

[\

cutmoded. . .

- - - -

-

The fact that participants followed his lead almost unanimously shows the
v »alism of his attitude. This enlightened university professcr and now atso Minister
.+ r Religious Affairs was well supported by colleagues, the Jordan Minister Xhayat and
alserian Mawlud Kassem: two +ypical examples of the responsible religtous Moslem,
25 Islam has neither hietarchy nor clergy or ecclesia stical organization; religious
mea are responsible for their religion and, at the same time, for public and social
2ilae. - - -

A new cordiality between Christiang and Moslems

-

Right from the start oné breathed*an atmosphere of freedom and friendliness,
sven when tackling most delicate arguments; no surprise this to those familiar with this
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- of ecumenical encounter. There were-discugsions, especizily after some lectures,
bug never tension, Now this freedom and the determinatiocn not to 'wound one's
neighbour were*not the outcome of political motives, but rather the fruit of genuine
and lteply feélt convic¢tion, as stated in a press confercnce by Mgr. Sammarti,
dircctor of the Secretariat of the Spanish Episcopal Conference for non-Christians.

What are the reasons for this common attitude of tuloiance and understanding?
Pirst, in order of time and of considerable importancce was the generous welcome of
the Cordova people aad authorities. One circumstance in particular made this meeting
different from atl others of its kiad, i. e. the simplicity of the Spanish hosts; as
they were few both in mumbers and standing, they did aot, amnd could not guide the
trends of the Congress, as they were busy enough in the management and in the-prepara-
t1on of their own lectures and interventions - always followed with great interest -
as well as by their deliberate wish to attend every cvent. This and their cordial
weloo e made evidently a good impression on their guests and helped to dispel any
aggressive spirit such as often makes meetings of this kind difficult or even

Dleasants

But there was something moré too. The position of Christianity with regard
to-Lon-Christians, and in particular to Moslems, has changed in the last ten yéars.
After Vatican II the very attitude of the Catholic Hierarchy towards non-Christians
has-changed . The Israeli occupation of Jerusalem and the West Bank in 1967 also
contributed, it helped the strengthening of the political Palestianian organizations,
~he -collaboration of Christians with Moslems, and the ever increasing support of
international Christian bodtes for the rights of the Palestiniang and of the Arabs in
general. As a consequence, the WCC and several Shristian institutions took an
interest in Arabic problems and got in touch with outstandimg Mcslem people. All this
helzed Christians to open wider their gates, which in the '50's had remained rather
tightiy closed.

‘ These factors also induced in Islamic circles - or at least among Arabic
speaking Moslems - a certain moderation in their vehement accusations against
Christiang as allies of colonial oppressors, even to the point of silencing them at
least in the most extteme forms. There has beem an increasing exchange of personal
contact between Christians and Moslems, even at the highest levels of responsibility
and between government representatives. One might now look forward to the beginning
of*a de¢isive and massive movement towards a sincere dialogue and efficient*collabo-
ration to eliminate-friction at every level. Cordova was an excellent opportunity
towards initiating this hope for-the future and for new pcssibilities of realistic
dialogue, resting on true convictions. Everything points towards such a reality.

-

The presente at the Céngress of "normal+Christians” {good, common
faithful) taking part in the discussions of experts and honestly expressing their
religious feelings and declaring how much the meeting had helpedthem to come closer to
God, made a great impression on Muslims. The Congress was attended also by
representatives of the Mozarabic Knights of Toledo, descendants of Christian families
resident in Islamic Toledo before 1085. They: arrived with their chaplain and a
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delegationtof about 200~Mczarablc families: were they not a witaness to Islamic-~
Thristian tolerance in the old Visigoth capital? The address of Carde. Puval and of
cover .l Spanish priests and lay people, who perhaps hzd never osefore attended a
rios.em meeting also helped to create an atmosphere of loyelty and piety, banning any
kind of worldliness, politics (in their worst meaning: -u. falsc intellectualisme

One could see the result of so much-cordialii+y at+ the drafting of the final
dertaration. During this difficult and delicate work, ic ony awkward topic came to
cie Sore, there was 1ln the whole general umanity; renaris wel'e geherally in accédrdance
with the prepared text and accentad f£rom whatever guarter they might come, as they
met general congensus. N6 tim2 was lousk in discussions; had tiere been more time
avatlable, the text might have been improved polishing vp blamishes of style which were
nostly due to linguistic difficulties.

Prayer in the Mosgue

Perhaps the result of the Congress can be better expressed in two events:
. ..lat (Moslem*prayer) on Friday and-the Pontifical High Mass on Saturday in the
. 7a Mosque-Cathedral. Rarely the liturgy was at the heart of a religious congress
. Lr Cordova. -
The opening of the¢ temple to Islamic cult was quite significant in itself
.o 1 token. of €hristian brotherhocd and*as such rightly appreciated by Moslems:
-. L2 allowed to pray in a place where they-were allowed cnly as visitors - up to 9,30
* 312 morning - or as tourists paying for their entrance ticket. The Mosque is
salre2Ga one of the most perfect wonders of Islamic religious art, religious symbol of
th: corgéous Andalusian civilization,-which Moslems consider the-source of the European
~iviiization of the Middle Ages and therefore of world civilization.

On the other ham?, in a 3panish context, this did not appear as a concession
o 21 administrative character, but coming as it did from the church hierarchy, it
locicd like a symbol, for Méslems and Christians alike, of a general and ecumenical
pard:n, at the end of a centuri=s-old fight between-the two-religions. It was no doubt
or> of the most -outstanding events in Islamic~Christian history, a practical admission
of "forgetting the past... and all dissensions which during the centuries broke out
refween Muslims and Christians® (Ncstra aetate, 3).

Those were momenis of grendeur in simplicity: +the arrival of faithful

Moclems, women and children among them, carrying their prayer carpets under their
arms (twé charter flights had been arranged from Morocce, and the small Cordova airport
saw for the first timeé the *landing of a turbo—jet); the-welcome given them by the
thapter of canons at the Cathedral gate; the entry into-+he forest of columns *of the
temple; the sight of Christian prelates-mixing with distinguished Muslim visitors, of
sinuple folks of either religion, under the floodlights of the Spanish and Algerian TV,
al® welcomed by the Koranic singing of a first=class Morcccan "chanter" filling the.

corel-vaults and the arcades of the temple with sacred musical texts.

This was followed by the Moslem celebration all Christians respectfully
ar~ending with their Bishops (Catholic, Copt, Anglican); on the following day Moslems
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«t=onded the Christian-liturgy, in which the sacred texts were read successively in
3,anish and Arabic, Latin_and Greek, the languages of the East and of the Wests

The Moslem salat was all in Arabic,*as a motter-of course, though this
revented some from appreciating the excellent sermon of the Jordan Minister for
Religious*Affairs urging Moslems to reverence all messages previous to Mohammed and to
work jointly with €hristians,-especiatly with those-who had made possible the return
of the Mosque and the celebration of the Congress itself.

‘Most of the Christians presént~had never attended an Islamic service: what
2id they think about 1t7 One could detect first of all a mixed feeling of respect
and curiosity, and rather a lack of piety. On*the-contrary the following day; during the
sulemn high Mass, with readings and rites suited to an Islamic-Christian meeting, many
Trigtians felt deeply moved.

As a consequence Cordova, which-had been for the Spaniards, in particular,
il for Muslims the capital of a deceased though glorious empire, was now becoming
2185 a shining symbol+*ocf Islamic-Christian friendship,-where under the arcades
3y the same Mosque-Cathedral* one could listen together to the chanting of
+:: Xoran and the melody of the organ and Christian songs.

The "Cordova Declaration"

-

The ¢limax of the Congress, and most important,-was the finat declaration;
+..ugh it might appear like a statement of principles , it is in reatity a programme
i worke We have already-hinted at some faulty expressions and to the lack of
swne topicg - though the text may be improved and checked in the following congress -
but it contains a whole series of guidelines for common action.

The 12 propositions, 'with their-‘introductory notes, can be reduced to
thrce major headings: (1) doctrinal retationships between the two religions and
aprropriate means for divutging them (studies, publications, text-books); (2) mutual
relations (tongresses, meetings avoidance of crude proselytism); (3) fields of cooperat-
ion in politics (peace and protection of religious minorities, Palestinian-problem
under its different aspects, hunan-and national rights, political sepresentation,
Arabictcharacter of Jerusalem and the Holy Plates, etc.). The last proposal concerns the

protection of Islamic and Christian work of arte.

The "religious" nature of the Cordova document is-given prominence
in the very first*lines: "In the name-of God the mercyful; the compassionate":
this is the very title of the-declaration, which“goes on to state the common
faith in God, in which is rooted the work we want to carry-out; from this
&uld by adhesion to religious and moral values-common to both Islam and Christianity,
the declaration expresses a wish and a hope: the wish to start a collaboration

source
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£or all ¢ommon activities in order to deepen our faith in God to the benefit
o2 Christians and all mankind; the hope to free Christian-Moslem relationships
frca any misunderstanding and ambiguity that prevailed in the past.

The importance of such declaration depends on the future.
7. purpose of Christians and Moslems assembled at Cordova are clear enough: the
cotablishment of a common platform wide enough to allow for a point of reference
7.or the selution of their problems, not only in mutual relations between Muslim
azid Christian authorities, but at all levels. A hopeful sign that these ecumenical
3urgestions may be implemented derives from the presence at Cordova of
stinguished members of several €hristian €hurches and of Moslem States, such as
representatives of the League of the Arab States and of the World Council of
Churches.

Tt had been previously proposed that future congresses should meet
" vernatively in a‘Christian and a Moslem ¢ountry, but the Spanish Islamic-Christian
.isociation suggested that théy should meet every twe years at Copdova.
. was easily agreed to hold the next congress at Cordova in two years time, when
= Jecision will-be taken about the future. The goodwill displayed by the
”.anish Association might not possibly cope.with the increasing amount of work
vritailed in progress of time, though their efforts and the symbolic atmosphere
~f theé city of Cordova and the province of Andalusia might prove favourable
incentives.
(M. de Palza)
(Translated and summarized from LA CIVILTA' CATTOLICA, Romc No, 2986 of 16 Nov.
1574, by L. Bano). - N "

A PUBLICATION OF SPECIAL INIEREST

“Lrab Culture and Society in Change™

This is a bibliography of books and artic¢les in English, French,-German and Italian
compiled by the Centre for the Study of the Modern Arab World, St. Joseph's Universi..
ty, Beirut (Dar El-Mashreq Publishers, Box 1986 Beirut, Lebanonj. :

There are references (and cross-references)} to nearly 5,000 books and articles on
various aspects of culture and change in the Arab world. Price 20 dollars: 324 pages.

The Centre also publishes reports on variocus themes cornmected with Arabic studiese
These also may be obtained from the address given above,





