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LVANGELIZATION TODAY

KEPCRT ON THE I974 SYNOD N° 4

T The deadlock which develged kedt weeck could help us all re-éiscover the identity of the
Synod and, consequently, derive from it that kind of inspiration which we can rightfuvlly
expect. The Synod had before it two draft statercnts which, more or less, expressed its
two main currents. The steerinc commission which wis suprosed to decide on the shape
of the final document met on '‘ednesday and Fridey but rfailed to achieve consensus., .nd
so it created a sub~committee t~ hammer cut iden: #or the final spurt, Meanwhile, the
Synod went on with business zbout the new Canon L~w and about its own internal workings.

2. The failure to achieve consensus could give us the clue o the identity of the Synod.
If it is supposed to offer thc Pope ideas about the stats «f the Church, should it he
expected to achieve consensus? 1Is not difference of opinirn an aspect of the state of

a more honest expression of its function than, an unaninwus (diluted) compromise ?

3. After all, the Synod (despite ocur stubhorness to cxpect tne contrary) is not supposed
to formulate strategy or policy for the Church. Fui it is supposed to offer ideas for

' beth to the Pope.

Te In this sense, the Synod can never end in a deadlock. Of course, it can disappoint us -
as, indeed, this Synod did (see 74/ 660). It leaves us, in SEDOS, with the same freling
our Mission Theology Symposium left us in 1969. This ha convened the major thkeologlans
to discuss the same theme (more or less). Incidentally, *r+ two hidden stars of this Synod =
Amalorpavadass and Grasso - were samong those who had! come. The Theologians, of course,
disagreed and wandered all cver the place and in the ern’ were only willing to endprse
a tiny document. But we then asked Fr. J. Power SiY. tc -ut the ideas the meeting hac
generated into a book which could help misgionzrice in tke field. 1 think the Synod,
like a Symposium can only produce food for thorvt. Our ~isappointment will start when
we fail to think about how to translate its corcerts into gquidelines for action. In
1969, we kneu we could depend on the theolegians conly *to a certain extent. In IS74 we
know just how far the Peorle of God can depend on i Sisnops in Synod. After all, it
is wrong to expect from them what only the Spirit ~= Christ can give.

Y a Last week was rich in insights. It emerged for ex-mple, that, in fact, the UISG, through
Sisters Linscott and Gongalvez, have moved clcser to the nerve centre of the Synod
than any one of the 10 USG men ! As experts, the ladies had found themselves on the
strategic steering committee. The Spirit certainly gave them their own back !

Ca 1t also emerged that the production chain of the 3ynod »ecame so entangled that the
missing linkage we deplored in Report 3 really ujset scoie: Fathers. Patriarch Hakim Jid
hot like the idea cof listening to 80, 8 minute unconnectcd speeches. We had great 1if-
ficulty in putting the contributions in some order - as ;ages 7&/ 692 == £99 =of this

report show. Again, we were amazed how the topic of primary evangelization and of its
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principal practitioners - missionaries and their Institut:s = were mentioned all ov.r
the place in the fiula interventions and the grou; ciscussions, but found no place in
the final synthesis and th: final list of key towics. Somebody mast have been steerin:
avay from such dangerous waters? Was it the Spirit? It would be useful for us t~ kn v
because none of us would likc to go on with a job Iie is rot excited about.

In a way our objective lceok :* “he facts of the Syxcd lcads *o the same conclusion

we reached above., The Synod has sown. It could -t attcen! tc the seed, cultivate it

and help it grow to maturity. That is for us tc¢ o row = after the Synod. find "us'" also
means the members of the Sedos Group.

We are including, in this weel's documentation a summary of the draft statement which
was rejected on Tuesday 22, 1974, in order to "Jocument" the above points (and those
made in our third report). Card. Wojtyla's synthesis of the theological debate, presen-
ted last week, should have been a clear indication nf the way the Synod was being stce-
red. Indeed, the group reports show how far they woere conditioned by this synthesis,

For these who, like us, have taken the Synod serinusly, its contribution will be foun”
in its input., We have done our best to obtain, for our decumentation services, as m-:ay
full texts of the individual interventions as we could and these are available for +lo
member Generalates. As an illustration of the wealth thcsc include, we are alsc in-
cluding a full summary of Fr. Van Asten's written intervention, which takes the line
cf a development of the original idea of the crouss cultural missionary and = his Ins~
titute ~ from the "one way" (old to young or virgin communities) to "all way" mission.

Incidentally, it is useful to note that this idea of the cross cultural missionary,
which we somehow incarnate, was practically absent from the rejected draft.
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Swmmary of the draft document presented on Tuesday, Oct 22.

Intro; Essential that the Church goes to modern men, who
« often lives in less than decent conditicnc
-~ questions evangelizations (from inside and¢ outsicde the Christian group)(I—3)

Part I - accepted by 143 tc 47. Nature of evangelization as the service of the Gospci,
offered by the Church.

a) The Holy Spirit's work, especially tc hel; us Ziscerm his signs. (4-6)

b) Christ the Lord is the centre of evangelizaticn and we must activate His plan
for salvation (7-9).

c) The Church is the sacrament of salvation, continues the Incarnation. It is often
rejected as an institution, especially by youth anc the working class. It con=-
fesses its guilt. But we must not separate Christ from it (10-41).

d) The Church must continually be converted. Irterior life mast be developed through
= -+ prayer and Bible reading (12-13).
e) Witness is part of evangelization, especialiy in the family and in our jobs.

It must be both personal and commmitarian - and includes poverty (14-15).

£) Preaching is the core of evangelization ~né *the main duty of the Church Must be
integral and adapted (16-17).

g) Ways of transmitting the Gospel integrity in ad-»tition of our catechesis (18-19)

h) Place of the media (20)/

Part Il - rejected by 55 votes to 82 = Evangelirzaticr ond hunan development

Liberation : evangelization tends to derinitive salvation in the heavenly life
but this should not alienate men from their cotinly duties = especially to ine
crease, in faith, the happiness of all men. Thoush the building ‘of a better world
is not an essential part of salvation, Christians must collaborate for libera-
tion enriching it with the Gospel dimensicn {21-23)

Human rights: we mast work for these, esnecially for religious freedom and free—
dom fram racial and economic discrimination T

Part III = rejected by 124 to 65 votes — CAtegorizs which are gquestioning the Church Today

1. Among Christianss

a) Local churches in their rightful quest f#-r indizenization (25)
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b) Popular religiosity - with its many vali” points (26)
c) Non practising Christians could be reach@d throuch more thorough preparation
for the Sacraments {£7).
a) Youth should be invited to join in the evargelizavion work of the Church (28)
e) Workers could be rcached through ad-hoc associations (29)
f) Women - religious and lay - must be given their rigktful place in the Church (30)
g) Christian families are primary cells (31)
h) Small Communities are promising but should be operned up to other groups (32)
i) Ecumenism mist be promoted further.

Part IV = rejected by 107 votes to 82 - Evangelivation is the work of the whole Church.

a) But first of the Pope, Bishops, Priests and deacons (37).

b) And of men and women Religious who witness to the possibility, today, of radi-
cally living the Gospel (38). Especially ccntemplatives and secular institutes.

c) Also of theologians and intellectuals - who, howecver, have to be carcfui (34).

d)  And of laymen (40).

e) In parishes (catechesis) and schools (education) (1),

f) Synod confirms its commitment to missionary activity which, today, has reached

huge proportions. The mandate is addressed to all members of the Church. It sharec
the 1life of Christ, his light (tc interpret histcry), his power (to give human
efforts the dynamism of charity) (42).

Conclusion: Let there be a new Pentecost: the Lord is with us (43).

24 Among other groups

a) Other religions harbour positive values and valid religicus experience and dia-
logue with them must be intensified (34)

b) The Secularized world shows positive sides. Negative sides are, denial of transe
cendence, indifference, hedonism. Still: faith remains a personal act (35).

c) Atheism : we can reduce some of the difficuities but must always denounce viola=~

tions of freedom (36).
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W.C.C., SECRETARY'S HISTORIC ADDRESS TO SYNOD

The Caribbean-born general secretary, the Rev. Dr. Philip Potter, told the Synod,
which is currently discussing the theme of the cvangelisation of the modern
world, that he was convinced that evangelisation could "only be conceived and
carried out in an ecumenical perspective and felluwship™.

He also said that dialogue with the modern world by the Churches could be credible
to unbelievers only if the Churches and Christians had learned to live in
dialogue among themselves as a hormal manner of existencs. "The real issue,” he
said "is not to ask whether co-operation in evangelisation is possible

between Roman Catholics aund other Christians, but whether Christians of different
confessions are so prepared to be exposed to each other, in faith and life,

that they allow the Gospel to do its own explosive work in and through them.

That is the ecumenical task and that is why evangelisation is essentially an
ecumenical enterprise,"

"The challenge facing the Churches is not that the modern world  is unconcerned
about their evangelistic message, but rather whether they are so renewed in

their life and thought that they become a living witness to the integrity of

the Gospel. The evangelising Churches need themselves to receive the good news
and to let the Holy Spirit remake their life when and how he will...

"In realityyevangelisation, renewal and unity are intimately related as the common
calling of all the Churches. Evangelisation is the test of our ecumenical
vocatian. The crisis w2 are gcing through today is not so much a crisis of

faith as a crisis of faithfulness of the whole people of God to what he has
offered us of his grace in the crucified and risen Lord and in what he demands in
the wisdom and power of his lloly Spirit." Earlier in this address, Dr. Potter
spelled out two consequences for the evangelising Church: "First, evangelisation
is not a strategy which can be worked out by a Synod of bishops, or by the

World Council of Churches, or by a world fellowship of evangelicals. It takes
place in a given place and with particular persons or groups. Therefore, the

base of evangelisation is the local Church, the whole people of God in the
community as they worship, live and work among people in a dialogue of solidari-

tVere

PARTICULARITIES

“Secondly, evangelisation which occurs in a given place and among people in
their particularities must take into consideration the whole i

of the existence of the persons and groups. Word and act, proclamation and
service, theology and praxis, contemplation and struggle, patient hope and
urgent engagement are inextricably bound together as the proper rhythm of
evangelisation." Much of what Dr. Potter had to say oa salvation, on liberation,
secularisation, youth and the local Church were recognised by the bishops as
being similar to the issues which are being discussed in the Synod. Dr.Potter
showed that the issues facing Geneva are not unsimilar to that facing Rome.

Taken from Irish Times Report of Oct. 11.
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THZ SYNOD DISCUSSION OF THE REPORT ON THE THEOLOGICAL ASPECT OF EVANGELISATION PART II

This week we have classified the spoken interventions under ocur own headings, as the Fathers
Adid not always address themselves to the points made in the Report. Many commented on the
language Group Reports. ’

Te

The Evangelizing Agents
Card. Cooray of Sri Lanka noted that the "sensus fidelium" is not given by the few on

the mass media ! Only Bishops can wield teaching authority = and only when in commmio:.
with the Pope and the college of Bishops.

Mgr. D'Rosaria of Irdia said that the lack of esteem of some European theclogians fcr
missionary activity is having a negative effect on missioraries, who lose their enthu-
siasm, The Synod should expose the falsity of some theories.

The content of Church teaching should also be explained simply by the S§.C. for the Doc-
trine of the Faith.

The new liturgy has disappointed many in India. Bishops Conferences should have more
power to adapt.

Mgr. Zoa of the Cameroon. Vatican II established policies for Church renewal. This S5y-
nod must formulate strategies for bringing the Gospel to the hundreds of millions to
whom it has not yet been announced or who have abandoned it.

We must mobilize the whole Church and in particular one of the categories of its mem=
bers - the theologians

Religioms institutes are specifically asked to train for Church theologians of the life
of the spirit.

Another category: the pressmen. Dialogue with them is essential for evangelization today
Mgr. Picachy of India stressed the role of women, anc the place of dialogue with mer of
other religio-s traditions, in evangelization. Botn items have been practically passed
over in silence by the groups.

Fr., Arrupe asked that the Synod recognize the work of Catholic univergities for evan—
gelization. Silence could be interpreted as lack of appreciation. Another crucial arca
is the "formation" of public opinion. The Church could help by:

a) being open in giving news and honest

b) quickly handing over its "stories"

c) accepting criticism humdly and loyally

d) understanding the special circumstances in which the press works.

Mgr. Gagnon of the Family Committee appemled for trust in the family. Some so called
Christian natiéns contested its validity in the recent Population Conference,

Mgr, Trinh Van Can of Vietnam noted that children are often the bearers of evangeliza-
tion. They link Church, Priest and Family. They convert adults.

Mgr. Legaré of Canada. The witness of ordinary Christiaons is decisive in modern evan-
gelization. Training for this witness should be one of our very first priorities.

Mgr. Dorade of Spain. The evangelization of the modern world is dependent on the renewal

of the contemporary Church. The witness of individual laymen and Priests must be backed

by that of the community. The present crisis of the lay apostolate organizations may b¢
due to a failure to hand over responsibilities to their members, especially if these a;e

missiopary respondibilities.
Mgr. Moreira Neves of the Council of the Laity. The role of the laity in the field of
International Relations should be highlighted.
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Mgr. Kabangu of Zaire said that the Third World expocts to see a sign of the sharing
of material and spiritual things. Missionaries must now work in a new context, totally
at the service of lhe local Church, signs of the solicitude of the universal Church.
Aid given by the rich should come through the Bish.ops Confcrences, not through the

individual missionaries.
Mgr. D'Souza of India suggested that the concept uf local church be clarified, perhaps

by Bishops 'conferences.

Attitudes of Those Agents
Card. Siri of Italy insisted on the role of the §:2rit in evangelization, but noted
that he.-does not ordinarily show himself in direct cxperience but, indirectly, in effects
of his action within us. Only the ecclesiastical zutherity can authenticate a direct ex-
perience or charisma.
Mgr. Pironio of CELAM reminded the Synod that as the work of the Spirit, evangelization
should be marked by joy and hope. The new man, who will emerge from conversion, faith,
the Word and the Sacrament will be free, brotherly and just in commnity.
The three concerns cof the small groups: contemplation, youth, liberation. A response is
found in our acceptance of the work of the Spirit.
The content of the prophetic message: the marvels of Gcd, the presence of Christ, tie
power of the Spirit, the coming of the Kingdom, the interpretation of history in tre
light of Salvation, the reading of the signs of the times in the light of faith, invi-
tation to conversion.
Mgr Gahamanyi of Rwanda pointed to the need to communicate the main items of the Christ-
ian message with firmness and courage. These are not dependent on current controvercy
and should be our main concern. He hoped that the final cocument would be oriented to-
wards the evangelization of the poor and would stress the sacraments.
Mgr. Gatima of Kenya stressed the need for cocherence between faith and love. We are
grateful for our missionaries, We are aware of current dangers: mass media, pornograrhy,
cinema and tourism. Ve ask Christian tourists to be sensitive. Qur model should be Hary.
Mgr Torella Cascante of Justitia et Pax declared that the need of love for justice was
part and parcel of evangelization. Modern man is particularly sensitive to justice, peace
and brotherhcod., Only faith can produce joy and hope.
Mgr Saverborn of Feru stresserd the need of poverty, spiritual life and credibility in
evangelization work.
Fr. Van Asten stressed the need for credibility — not only in individuals but in the
image of the Church community.
Mgr Rakotondravahatra of Madagascar hoped that the final document :
a) would express

the firm will of the Church to "be converted" before inviting others to cornversior
b) would drop the form of a declaration, would abstain from putting the accent on doctri-

ne - for the sake of dialogue

¢) would not stress the dangers of new initiatives like core communities
Mgr. Dery of Ghana stated that man was renewed in Christ and the Church was the sign
of this reality. Muach depends on our capacity tc live what we preach, Witness must he
intelligible and dynamic. Cultural conversion must follow personal conversion to Christ.
For Africans, who sttess interpersonal relationships, the Gospel is above all, the Jis-—
covery and acceptance of Christ.
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Card. Gonzalez Martin of Spain thought that the slow--own of the evangelization thruct —'a
due to lack of faith in Christians. In turn, this ~<ould be attributed to diminished in-
terest in the Sacraments. Theclogians should not bring tc the public their disagreem.:yis

even when these are legitimate,

Mgr. Hurley of South Africa thought that the Gospel was often not heard because Pastors
were silent. They did not know how to communicate. Their training could be improved Ly
disciplines like pastoral theology and theology of the =piritual life. Much ground had
to be covered hefore theology hecame geared to conversion and communication ! lLet the
final document be an instrument.

Card. Raimondi of the 5.C for the Saints asked that the final document highlight hcliness
as the objective of evangelization. Missionaries will be heatified during Holy Year - and
this is a sign that holiness is also the "method" < f evimrelization.

Mgr. Ijjas of Hungary informed the Synod that, within the established limits the faith
can now be taught in his country and lamented the unjust criticism,; often levelled at
Bishops, as a veritable obstacle to evangelization.

Mgr. Chung Wan Ting of Malaysia wondered why so many who are interested in the Gospel
decline to join the Church, Is it because what we say does not agree with what we are?

Henesty is the best policy.

Whom to evangelize

Mgr. Castillo Lara of Venezuela spoke on -

a) the need for evangelization: billions had nct heard the Gospel. How could the Symed
renew the enthusiasm and trust of the "evangelizecrs"? We were not convinced that we imust
evangelize "at all costs",

b) freedom and liberation - but for the Church: we were priscmers in Marxist dictatcrship:
of capitalist mass media, of certain theologians.

Mgr Sanchez of the Philippines stressed that the luty of Fastors was toc bring the Gnzpol
to the two thirds of humanity which does not know Christ and wet longs for peace and so-
lidarity. The Church is the sign of the salvation ond the instrument of the unity of
this humanity.

Mgr. Padiyara of India lamented the fact that littie wns gaid, In the groups, about pri-
mary evangelization.

Card. Rossi of S.C. for Zvangelization of the Peoples, pointed out that it would be =-b-
surd, for a Synced on Evangelization, to forget the first and basic duty of missionery
evangelization Y 10 years after the Council, we nust see how Bishops have activated Al
Gentes. It is not a disappointment, because many tiiings have improved. But we must push:
for communion among the Churches,where each receives as well as gives. His congregation
would ceonsider all suggestions made by the Symod.

Mgr. Hadisumarta of Indonesia urged dialogue with the whole community and especially
with believers of other faiths. This means solidarity in the fight for human dignity. The
Church exists to be the leaven and soul of society, renewing it in Christ and as such
rust "conscientize", working with and not only for the ~asses. Evangelization and human
development complete one ancther.,

Fr. Letayf declared that what distinguishes the Gospel frow other religions was:

a) as regards Judaism and Islamism, the "coming of the TPromise" in Jesus, the one "sent
by God".
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b) the Gospel teaches mysteries: the Incarnmatian, Trinity, Redemption, death and resur-
rection of Christ.

Catholics in Arab speaking countries should know the religioms of thelr neighbours mucq
better - and remember that the Word of God is not their monopoly. Q
Fr. Letayf, pointed to the positive ecumenic exreriences of Bucharistic hospitality for
youth,

As regards the sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist, could Catholics who live (as
Africans say) in traditional and civil marriage be admitted?

Mgr. Trujillo of CELAM focused on dialogue with Marxists. Justice is here common ground.
But not the class struggle and the specific "love" of justice and of the poors The cha-
racteristic of the Christian is faith.

Mgr. Carter of Jamaica wondered how we could build the Kingdom among those who are not
(and who will not be) Christians. a) By helping them live fully human lives, responiing
faithfully to God's plams for them. b) By proclaiming the truths declared by Christ.

¢) By our witness to charity.

Mgr. Gariola of Girba (Asia) reflected on the fact that, in the past, the conversion

of knigs and leaders had proved useful. Wouldn't prudent collaboration, aimed at the
strengthening of justice, be useful today?

Mgr. Quinn of the USA appealed for clearer thinking on how to reconcile the need of the
Catholic Church with the Church reality of the separated brethren.

Mgr. Samgu of Tanzania thought that the family should be the first objective of currcrt
evangelization strategy. We must make more Christian modern social structures which vuf~
focate the family - the first, authentic and natural core community. .
Mgr. Clarizio of the Commission for Migrants and Tourists focused on the difficulties

"encountered by those who are obliged to live outside their culture. And yet the massive

migrations offer new opportunities for evangelization in terms of dialogue, witness and
relationships with men of other faiths and ideologiese. '
Mgr Florez of Peru pointed te lacunae in the group reports: workers, the dlfferent ca=
tegories of "evangelizers", the specifics of mass media.

Specificity {or core) of Evangelization,

Mgr Descamps of the Pontifical Biblical Commissicn offered the NT wviewpoint of evange-

lisation: :

a) Lts content: the coming of the Kingdom, i.c. God intervenes in the World, thrcugh
Christ, offering men the beatitudes (= liberation). This includes things of this world
but also values of a spiritual nature. We must remember, however, that there is also
the other pole: the Cross. Christians are called to "complete" what is missing in
the Passion of Christ. Suffering is an instrument of life and salvation. Preaching
should include both.life and death, both joy and sorrow.

b) Its style: the enthusiasm, the personal witness of Christ and the Apostles.

c) Its conditions (in the hearers) poverty of spirit, simplicity of children, trust in
the Messiah and the Father. In short : faith.

This transcends human certainty to accept the "unbelievable" as real.

Mgr Contreras Navia of Chile noted that the specificity «fthe concept of evangelizaticn

was the offer of the true Word of God.(I Tess. 2, 13) Modern man craves for the witness

of a community comnitted to serve man. This could be the Church. In a world where the
option seems to be massive collectivism and sterile individualism, it could be a place
of communion, where men can search for personal maturity and for growth in humanity.
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Mgr Mensah of Yest Africa thought that one might not see the wood because of the trees

if one loses sight of the fact that the aim of evangelizeotion is that faith which jus-

tifies by establishing the ¥ingdom - our salvation nnd eternal life - within man. The

link between life in Christ and human life is not always sufficiently clarified,

Evangelization is therefore also a must for life here on earth: only through the Gos-

pel can life acquire meaning. '

Mgr Jataw of Nigeria stated that the core of evangelization was the preaching of the

Gospel, itself based on the deposit of faith. Today one rmist stress human dignity, the

holiness of marriage and of the family, and the social respunsibilities of Christians.

Mgr Thiandoum of Senecal. The novelty of the Gespel is [erceived through the lives of

those who accept it: that universal love, which metiifests Cod's love.

Mgr Revollo Bravo of Colunbia said that the Gos,cl w-z nere than an ideology. It dis-

sipates the mystery of Man. It is a serious fault tco reduce it to a socic=political

message. God's plan should be given priority. e must prcecach the whole Christ. find :salc

Him the criterion for reading the signs of the times.

Card.Willebrands of the Secretariat for Christian Unity stressed:

a) the intimate links between unity and evangelirzation

b) the importance for dialogue, of a plurality «f theclorical opinions andé of freedom of
expression within the paradigm of the Catholic faith.

c) dialogue does not seem to be the cause of less "converts" from other Christian gr-ups

d) ecumenism is already evangelization.

e) evangelization should be based more squarely on Scripture.

£) the term "extra Ecclesiam" does not cover separated brethren.

Card. Jubanhy of Spain highlighted three partial emphases in the debate on evangelizaticn

a) dualistic: it is directed to persons rather thon to structure, to the transcendent
rather than to the temporal

b) developmental: it gives priority to the temporal, dividing men into oppressers and
oppressed.

¢) marxist;:political option for socialism.

One mast eliminate a) but stress transcendent, {raternal love, social justice, politi-

cal involvement.

Liturgy--! should be considered as an "evangelization activity."

Mgr. Beras Rojas of 5. Dominge noted that the Trurzh sheul! not be reduced to an ins-

trument for moral, social and rolitical objectives at the risk of losing its specificity

as the continuator of the salvific work of Christ, in thc Spirit.

Mgr Zazpe cof Argentina showed that evangelization alsc called for planmhing, for closcr

scrutiny of ministries, persons and structures, sensitivity to history and to the signs

of the times. The role of the Spirit should be made more evident: contemplation, herc

became crucial.

Also: the Cross was an essential dimension of zvanrclization, each members of the Churc

was called to evangelize.

Mgr. Uetter of Germany stated that the problem of cvanygelization was one of "evangeli-

zers". These have te keepr in mind that the Gosnel dnes rot derive its power from them

or from the situation, but from itself.

Card. Suenens of Belgium thought that we could rcdiscover cur idemntity around the truth

that Christ is present and active in the Church. This is & pre-requisite to evangelisa—

tion, Modern Christians cannot live as the heirs of a Christian past but must relive

their conversion every day.




5. JHature of Evangelization Today
Fr. Lecuyer of the USG thoucht that we should clarify the presence of the Spirit in oTher

religions in crder not to distubrb the faithful anr the miscionariew.

values present in these religions are considered by scme as simple intuitions of the
human mind. Others, however, consider them as a preparation for the Gospel, as steps to
the true faith. A third group goss further belicving that in cach religion thére are su-
pernatural elements, an integral part of revelation.

One hopes that the Syncd could show the way for further clarification, that deeper stu-
dies on other religions be tazken in hand,that the Secretariat for Non-Christian procced

with dialogue with them.
Card. Dearden of the USA clarified the concept of secularization., Its relevance to cvan—

gelization lies in the fact that it proposes a rnow vicion of the world. The religious
vision of life therefore, no longer has a monopoly.

This sharpens the specificity o« the religions function: it throws light on the ultimate
problems of life. Personal faith becomes more mature but mere difficult to communicate.
Mgr Vial of France indicated three problem areas:

a) link between liberation projects and Salvaticn throuch Jesus Christ,

b) link between Christ and the evangelization task £ the Church.

c) criteria for checking the mcaning and content cf Faitr.

As regards c) the problem is how to make Revelaticn novel and "eternal" in a seculari=-
zed society. To many, grounded in the scientific traditicon, faith no longer makes sense.
It has lost its content. But there is an answer, tc the question: why do we believe to-
day? To discover the novelty of Revelation in Jesus and then to share it with men. It
would be, however, to search for God and to speak about him in the "scientific" way.
God meets us half way, in a gratuitous way. To accept God as "totally Others" is not
evasion. Because He is in all. The secret: let us live as people who "really search fcr

God".
Mgr. Vonderach of Switzerland suggested a few conclusions:
a) the Synod could draw up a hierarchy of truths, thc nucleus of a profession of faith for
¢ today, as also:
b) priorities for action, based on criteria like
i) loyalty to the whole Gospel
ii) to the specific naturc of the Church
iii) a careful reading of the signs of the times
iv) the needs of men (inside and outside the Chrurch)
v) the principal problems of mankind and its relicion
¢) adaptation of above to each category and culturc.
Mgr. Matwo of W. Africa stated that we could know thc effects but not the nature of
conversion. It certainly involwved a break, which brings new perfection to human values
and, as in Christ, makes the convert a sign of cortradiction.

DeveloEment

Fr., Goossensg of the USG stated that human develcrment is based on faith in man, on in-
terpersonal relationships, on community building..lt can become evangelization because
every act that creates a commnity of persons promotes the Kingdom. The Gospel gives
human existence its ultimate meaning, making it pass from death to life,
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Mgr Etchegary of France noted that a case shouls be made for human rights - especially
when religious freedom is “cnied. He also state' that the clonomic crisis was linked

to evangelization because it is fomented by egotis: ~n’ s:cial evil.

Card. Wyszynski of Poland pointed teo monopoly cof tho mass media, exercised by atheistic
propaganda. Human rights siculd be promoted by the Church. /md it is not the competence
of the State to form citizens in a "religion" wi“h-.ut f.ith. It certainly should nct
uge public money (givon by belicvers) for this _ir =32. The Synod should defend pecple

oppressed and persecuted in this way.
Mgr Echeverria Ruiz of Ecuador stated that men must oo cvcngelized within, not outsiae,

their culture. Ye should not destroy all forms of papular rcligiosity. There are tro-
mendous opportunities teday, in the midst of thc “ifficvities of evangelization worlk.
Mgr Power of Canada attached the obstinate dychotormy betien humanization and evansali-
zation, referpirg to the Eucharist, where the love of Christ works in the daily brea
{of work and human love). And so, we should go all cut t¢ fight social sin (the rich
becoming richer, of the cxpense of the poor) and its structural dimensions.

Mgr. Grovas of Puerte Rico dencunced the Birth Control vrogramme of his country as a
major obstacle tc evangelization. The Synod shoul:s back the Pope in his fight for = juat
distribution of resocurces and thus premote the cvangelizaticon cause.

Mgr. Samaniego Barriga of Mexico drew attention tc tho fact of social conflicts. Those
can only be resolved through confrontation and clarification.

Varia

Card. Carberry of the USA stressed the need to prorote arong Christians knowledge f
Jesus. This is the quint essence of evangelizaticn. Traditicnal devotions were a useful
aid and should nct be abandoned,Youth are caught up in the Jesus Movement, We could hwelp

k.

them discover his internal profile and his teaching. Zacrod Heart devotions should b

restored.

Mgr. Fernandes of India

A+ In the final document, let us
a) speak of youth as maturc members of the Church, b ) state the specificity of the
Church contribution to human development, ¢ c¢larify Chu.ch work at the internatic-
nal level, especially collaboration with other relicicns.

B. There is a new mood in humanity: to proclamaticn, winess and Sacrament we must al’”
dialogue with other religisns, commitment to hwuron development as other integral 1i-
mensions of evangelizatiorn., Let us dig deeper 1o the: theology of cother religions.
God works in them and this does not challenge :ne unique position of Christ.

We must promote the autonomy -nd pluriformity of tns local Church, the commmion of

local churches in the universal church, theolegical an’ 2cumenic dialogue, and collo-~

boration by the Church with other men in wider Finlts. ’

Mgr. Morapeli of Lesotho stressed that risk was ar aspoct of the faith which, itscl”

remains the core of evangelization. Youth responds te this. It was also crucial to rea-

affirm the new attitude of the Church to the world ac oxpressed in "Gaudium et Spcs®.

Dialogue should be stressed, toc. The dilemma between evangelization and developme it

would not be solved by giving precedence to on: ~r thc <ther because both are indi:z;on-

s .ble means thwough which the World meets Christ, two scrvices criented towards a2 hicher

purpose,
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Mgr yvago of the Ivory Coast asked for more freedon for Ejpiscopal Conferences, especiclly
in Africa, which is sc loyal to the Pope.

In African religions the concept of Spirit is rathor vagu.. Rather than insist on the
work of the Holy Spirit inm them, we should ingist that the Ged these religions adore
reveals Himself to Christians as the Fathers Ye should net attkibute all things to tic
Spirit, or oppose his work to our work.

Mon=Christian religions promcte Gespel virtues Tike neowm violence and hespitality.Dia-
logue is a joy but we should remember that it is run and their cultures that must be
converted to the Gospel amd not vice versa,

Cnly God knows how salvation is

effective ‘£ jn those to whom Revelaticon has ncver been presented. We know however
that the work of the non-believer #gainst evil ass.cinatce him with the Mystery of Christ,
because Christ died for all, and because the call tc a2 share in divine life is one for
all men. '

Card. Felici urged the Bishops Conferences to g« ~head with the fermulation of particu-

lar legislation because more scope will be given for this in the new Codex of Canon Law.



SEDQS 74/700

SOME POINTS FROM WRILTTEN INTERVENTICNS.

Cardinal Joseph Hoeffner of Germany: Dealt. with "The Evangelisation and
Liberation of Man". One should not lose sight of *ke fact that there ia a
kind of "counter-Gospel" at work in the present w.rld and that ideclegy is
being intensely diffused. This "counter-Gospel" promises an earthly communist
paradise to all men. Techno-economic optimism together with revolutionary
messianism is, moreover linked to such utopian ideology.

Christian evangelisation has expcsed dich messiamism rfor what it i1s: a secu-

larised pseudo-escatholegy.

Cardinal Avelar Brandao Viicla of Brazil;j Some people emphasise the spiritual
liberation of the person ocutside the structure which shou'd be transformed as
a logical consequence of the conversion of individuals. Jthers instead affirm
that only the transformation of unjust structures can lead to the true libe-
ration of man . The Cardinal maintains that liberation snould commence with
man, but cannot be limited tco individuals. It should have 1ts effect on the
renewal of structures in social life s0 that they become more humanhe

Archbishop Roger Etchegaray  of France: In their faith Christians can profess
that the ultimate sense of human realities can be found in God, and that the
Holy Spirit always inspires the hearts of men, whether they are aware of it

or note. The Church pays attention tc all the human riches lived in a determinate
historical context in the rame of and in view Of an gxplicit proclamation of

the Gospel, of a faith which cannct be reduced to humanistic or vaguely religious

syncretisms

s Spoke of the Church as a fundamental sacrament.

Bishop Johann Weber of Austria
in the position to receive nor

Uithout the community of the Church men are not
preserve the faith. Men nevertheless desire a Church which is provocative, one
which urges them tc impose a new way of life on the world (cf. Acts, 4,33).

Bishop Andre M. Deskur, President of the Pontirfical Commission for Social
Stated that the way Christian doctrine un evangelisation is

Communications:
presented ought tc take intc consideration the needs of the contemporary

world, a world wherein the communications media play a major role. The announcement
of Christ's Gospel, proposed as "Good News", must present the divine truth as

news indeed, and therefore with the characteristics of timeliness and clarity,
especially, in such a way that it can be understcod by everyone.

Cardinal John J. Carberry of the U.S,A.: The whole Church is essentially
missionary. There is one missionary Church, there is one mission of the Church.
They are inseparable. The council recall. . that missionary activity is at the
centre of the life of the Church and not on the periphery.

The mission is co-extensive with the Church. The Church is everywhere in a
state of mission, and always on the move to evangelise.
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Cardinal Fféngois Marty of France: Evangelisation cannot limit itself to
announcing Christ. It must also turn man to the timelincss of his history so

as to correspond here and now to the 8pirit of Jesus aind to discern whither
that Spirit commits him in his affective, family, =conomic and political
life.

Bishop Gabriel Maiagrin of France: From thc pastoral aspect it should be
borne in mind that while necessary, the participation uf helievers in liberation
movements does not exhaust tlic neced For evangelicatrion; the support of the
Church in works of human likeration and the proghetic functicn which she feels
herself called to fulfill, sti.ulate the members of the Christian community
to question themselves on their own lives which must ¢oafurm to the liberty
which the Church announces.

Father Pedro Arrupe, President of the Union of Supericrs General: Universality,
tradition, experience, and the cultural patrimony of the Church, assure it a
unique position in the world of teaching and research. Influence in the

cultural world is not easy, but we must resist the  temptation to give ing to
fatigue, to discouragement and even to a certain feeling of helplessness which
has hit some Catholic educators. The Church must make the effort to be present in
the university world if it wants to effectively meet the new generation and
understand the vital s*rength of the mocdern world. '

Archbishop Antonio Varthalitis of Greece: Modern men are looking for a liberator.
Ft-is up to the Churca to present Him to them. Tae Church approach men and

thereby let them know conv1nc1ngly that it too shares all their problems. The
“Church must bear witness to the Gogpel which it must reveal.

"Archbishop Emmamuel K. Nsubuga of Uganda: What is under discussion is the
universality of the Cliurch which is one, holy, cathdlic and apostolic. By
Baptism all are members of the same family of God, undar the guidance of the
Supreme Pontiff, the Vicar of Christ on earth; he therefore has the right to

preach everywhere.

Cardinal John Krol of U.S.4.: The Bishgps and all the other ;. members of the
clergy should strive to promote the dignity and »lace proper to the laity,
respecting their libarty, and racognising the gifts of jrace working in them,
not domination but cooperation.

Bishop Luis Gonzaga Ferreira da Silva_ of Mozanbigue, dcscribed some evangelising
experiences in hie¢ country. In the last ten years the I=zcolonialisation movement
has become more marked to the point that there has been the recent constitution
of its own government. The number of Christians has risen 0 mere than 1.5
million. The Church has gone through these social changes always remaining

with the most poor, rejoicing in the peace which has been restored, just as

she deplores violence and war.
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Bishop James Sgnguf‘ of Tunzanla. "The Church mazt eTJvley tackle the -.!

problems of today's iamﬁllcs, seeklng first of 11 to,ttntuy those ungust i:
social structures which suffocate them: exploitation of tne poor, unemployment,
lack of freedom in drawing up plans for the futur., imposition oflillegal
birth contrél systems, growing permissivengss and corruption. : S

Archbishop Philippe liguyen Kim D.em of S. VietW1m hiac 4 before the truths
contained in other non- Christian religions anl cul tbrgq‘ tke Church must
first of all seek to purify ~“hem of eventual grtoneoqq and superstltlous
elements (e;g;, worship of ancestors, who are oftun considered as divinities).
Then she must take them over as hers, drawing feom them those elements which
arg common to the:humar spirit and, to. the truths’ uf’our FALLI (e.g. the‘””*
immortality of the anul. filial piety, the sense of cominnity. etc.) amd o
assimilate them, 1nt°grat1ng them in the life of fath-“ )

s LT

'.;Blshop_Patrmck D'Souza Qf Indla., leen the dlfferent acccptance of the term

rwould be made. 0£ ;t, restrlctlng lt to dlocpse truu gnd mroPer. Other sélf—l
sufficient entities which are more extensive (1u that they include more than
one diocese in a .country or at least in a given redlou) could be called "local
Churches", so designating the zone which, by presenting a certaln 1dent1ty of
social, cultural, political, economic conditions, etc.. colncides with the one
in which an Episcopal Conference has been erected. S
Cardinal Alfred V. Scherer of Brazil: Many people, inéiﬁdihg theologiénsl
intend liberation only onm the material and social plane and would like this to
involve the Church; -but she would be failing in her £idelity to Christ, to her
own mission, and to man himself, if she where to limit haerself to material and
social promotion alone, neglecting her mission oﬁvsalvatiqq‘gnd_the‘promotion

of eternal human values.

Archbishop Alocisio ‘Lorscheider of Brazil, stated that sven if the ways of

fulfilling evangelisat.on Jilfrfer, it is far from evideat why anyone should

say that the very concept of evangelisation must be tuken analogically. The

"Archbishop cited copiously from Scripture to show that Lvangellsatlon is: the
communication of the Wword of God to.men, so that, by incorporating 1t ‘into.
‘their proper lives. men cat: render glory to God.

" Bishop Salvator Schlaefer of Nicaragua: Referred to tiie missionaries who in

“the nane of Christ's mandage leave their homes, _Jelr families, have to learn one -
" Or more new- 1anguages, must adopt: other ways of ta1nk1nu, accustom themselVEs to
other customs, adapt themselves. to strange food, and to the sufferlngs they

undergo when their mission is not enderstood. e expressed the hope that in the
final Synod document one will. be able to read that the missionaries who are

sent to other lands are . carrying out God's work in the name of Christ and of

the universal Church while they are evangelising the people and constituting

the local Churche.
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Brother Charles Buttimer, Superior General of thc Brotners of Christian Schools,
dealt with the Catholic school as a place of evangelisation, bringing out the

role of pedagogy in transmitting the evangelical message. Starting from the
" situation of believers, educators must take to heart the various aspects of

young people'’s integral formation in order to prepare them for their profession and
s0 that they can face their daily difficulties.

Cardinal Antonio Ribeiro of Portugal: The prollem uvi the relationship
between evangelisation and liberation arises aimcst everywhere but especially
in the developing societies. The faithful, and particulorly pastors, must
question themselves on the specific contribution which the Gospel can and must
give for the construction of a more just society.

Father Tarcisio Agostoni, Superior General of the Sons of the Sacred Heart,
stated that the people of God, in virtue of their baptismal consecration
exercise a threefold role: priestly, prophetic and royal,

constituted in the Mystical Body of Christ, the People of God in its unity,
but every member has his own individuality and specific function, according to
the design of Gods

Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin on behalf of the United States Episcopal
Conference: The role of social justice in the work of evangelisation is a
complex and profound theological problem which will require continuing reflection.
All peoples have the right of development. In the international system today,

the possibilities for national development cr liberation, and hence for
evaﬁgelisation as well, are closely linked to the structure of the larger
international economic order.
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AWRITIEN INTERVENTION BY FRe. Ts VAN ASTEN P. A, I SPLCIAL IMPORTANCE TO
SEDOS MEMBERS.

Father Theo Van Asten. delegate of the Union of Jupcriors General, spoke of
the place of the local Churches s _agents of eveigesl-.aticn. Many important problems
of evangelization in today':z world must be considerad i. reletionship to the direct
and immediate responsibility of every local Churc)h (o svangelise the people in
its midst for whom it is fownded, as well as irn vrclaticinship to the corresponsibi-

lity of all the local Churches in the evangelization or “he world.

‘We have passed from missicn and evangelizapion ~i 4 western and uni-directio-
nal type to one which is Jopen and universal. The cistinction made by the decree
AD GENTES between mission towards those outside thie visidie Church and mission toward
those inside applies to all the Churches and must ot bs circumscribed by geogra-
phical confines. 1n all local Churches there is « mission "ad intra" and a mission
"ad extra. A state of mission exists in Christian countries too.

Today, the mission "ad extra' has become o world wide fact. While the local
Church is immediately responsible for those within its confines who haveé not yet
accepted the Gospel,-all the local Churches are together responsible in the sphere
of the communio ecclesiarum - the communion of churcnes~ U0 Ccooperate mutually
under the guidance of the successor of Peter, to better Hulfill the proper task of
evangelization. Accoraingly, every assistence from outside must be based on local
needs as felt within by the entire Christian comm.inity. Assistance should be based
on the-community's own self-cornfidence, on devclowment of local resources, on
respect for the autochthoncus values and character proper to each local Church as
well as on appreciation for its gifts and char: == sut to use for all. Localisation
Joes not imply isclationism: pluralism of expression in Jaitii and life remain

linked to Cathoilic uniiy.

and often intorcoatinental character, Missiona-
that new idea of comvunity, of participation
. v reason of a historical

By their international, interracial
ryv Institutes are at the scrviceg of
and of exchange between the various local Churcles
nature, they often have strong ties with particular couarcries of the Third World.
Today however, thcy know that thelr interest in far-ort ~countries will not be taken
seriously and will lose any force of withess [for evangjelisation unless it comes
From a missionary spirit which rises above every barricr between persons of differ-
ing cultures, races, classes, and religions. Missionary Institutes must therefore
have a new openness to the missionary situaticn, new mobllity and new disponibility
to the demands which bishops and episcopal conferences will see as necessary. The
with the bishops and

major outlines of missionary service will be examined
incorporated - both on the long and short-tezm-- according to local needs. Some-
times changes of government or of political conditions can upset such plans and the
very order of prioritics itcelf; the example of the primitive Church will teach us
then to see the hand of God even in persecutions, expulsicn and in every difficulty,
always full of trust that apparemt disaster can become the milestone in dynamic

growth toward identity and Christian solidarity.
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CARDINAL WOJTYLA'S SYNTHESIS OF THE DEBATE IN THE AULA ON THE THEOLOGICAL
ASPECT.

Un Monday, 14th October, 1374 Card. Wojtyla offerad a synthesis of the
theological contributicns "in aula" under the f£32m of 7 '"polarities":

l) The Holy Spirit and the hunarn element: Evangelization takes the whole of man
but can onlxy sulisist in *the hope of the intervention of the transcended Spirit.

2) Proclamation of doctrine and the witness of our life style: our doctrine is
rich but our mesns should be poor - ‘that was the Lurd's way.

3} Unity and plurality: the prbblem of preserving unity in essentials and
developing plurality in accidentals.

4) Integrity and adjustment of the Mmeccage;throuh the lccal Church, hand on
our knowledge <f the :iystery in ways intelligible to cur listeneps.

5) Continuity and breaks in the attitudes of these listcners: we accept the
valid elements already present in their culture but alse insist that they
have to make a choice in favour of the novelvy of the Gospel.

‘ 1

6) Secularization and religion: ewplain how God works within the laws of his
¢creation; religicon gives life to this creatiorn.

7) People of God and hierarchy: every Christian has a role in evangelization
but these roles are interconnected in an crganic way.

The term evangelization, Card. Wojtyla remarked, was usel in a vague way. It
practically means all the mission of the Church and ail activities of the
apostolate , througk wiich it proclaims, establishes and develops the Kingdom.
Among these, the firszt »lace should be given t¢ the preaching of the Gospel.

He also pointed to other areas which needed further study: indigenizations,
otherreligions, liberaticn and planned atheism.

The working groups were then invited to consider these and the above 7 isseus.
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LANGUAGE GROUP REPORTS ON SECOFD PART OF THEME

REPORT OF ENGLISH GROUP "A"

FREAMBULE

The Synod should reaffirm the basic missionary thrust o7 thi cntire Church at every level
and in all situations. 4As the fon was "sent" by the Frather ~ro s the Spirit was "sent" by
the Father and the Son, we as Church are "sent" to pFcclaim the good news of salvation and
to mediate salvation to all natioms and to every hunan persii.

This reaffirmation calls for a positive attitude towars the rzalities we confront today.
More particularly, the final resolutions of the S¥nod shoul avoid any impression of 2
"gicge" mentality; instead they should reflect the Christian joy, hope and courage which
flow from our faith.

T OPOSITIONS )

i. Evangelization is primarily +the work of the Sririt of Christ. (Cf. Quaesita T & I)
Evangelization is a work of transcendence, It springs from God's initiative and it
calls for a response of faith and total human cocperation through the power of the
Spirit of Christ.

We must seek whatever there is of goodness and truth in the world around us, for troro

we can recognize the presence end action of God's Spirit. At the same time, however

ve believe that Christ is fully and uniquely iancarnated in the Catholic Church, *th:

sacrament of salvaticn. This unique role of thc Church cnd® the mandate of Christ, thure
fore, providas the con*ext within which we carry on cur lizlogue with other Christians,
non~-Christians and non-believers,

. Evangelization is the task of the whole people of Cod. (Cf. Ouaesitum V).

The evangelizing task, which is a work of the Spirit of Christ, demands the cooper:z-
tion of the entire Church, the whole pecple of Goie This calls for a deeper unders -

tanding of the evangelizirg roie which is commen to all Christians in virtuve of bap—
tism and their respcctive divine call, as well as tho sywcific function of the laity
as distinguished ffom that of the clergy.

.

To accomplish the work of evangelization, the Spirit pours outmany charisms and ¢ifts
in the Church. He calls all men and women -— clergy, religious and laity — to mary
diverse ministries. This requires two things :

a) More consideration must be given, both at the local and universal levels, to thro
kinds of ministries which need to be develoned,

b) Adequate spiritual and doctrinal formation must be provided so that people will ho
prepared to exercise their various ministries.

3 The local Church is indispensahle in the work cof evariselization to which the universal
Church has been called (Cf., Quaesitum VI).
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The local Church is rme with the universal Church, -ne wWi.th the Ske of Peter, blesced
by the same Hcly Spi:rit, sharing in the same sauor-mental 1. fe, believing in one Lond,
one faith, one bapiicna. Ir 1t e a Church the. .z incarnat:d in its people. Thercfore,
it is native, it takes rocl in Yvhe local culture, with o« :.verance for ancient customs
znd traditions, it speaks the local language, Jrossec in local clothing, expresses eter-

nal truths in images understandeble to common neor 1o, an” responds in a very direct

and effective way to their spiritual needs, many . «<ni.” :ay be conditioned oy time and
place.
Reference is made to the “irst rcport of Group A (saci.c. 3, 1=3) as to how this right

be carried out,

Evangelization is not only word but life. (cf. Quaesits i1 and III),

To evangelize is not simply to proclaim the gospel, but %2 incarnate it in every d»y
life,

This Synod should reaffirm the teaching of the 1971 Syncd that the promotion of ju-tico
is a constitutive dimension of the mission of the Church. This is so because the Xl:n7-
dom of God, a kingdom of peace, justice and love, whick will be Pulfilled in the . =t
world must begin necw. This kingdom is one in vhich bumzan dignity is respected becau:. .
we are song of Godj it is a kingdom which seeks to create a context of human livir

in which man can develop his God-given potentialitiss o the full; it is a kingdom
that strives to liberate man from sin, the socinl consequances of which give rise -
unjust structures and situations that rob him of his God-given dignity. In pursuin:
social justice as an integral part of the single task of rroclaiming Christ, it is
cial always to relate our efforts to the eschatulorical limension of evangelizatic:.
a work which prepares man for the glory to come.

R

LA

Evangelization is a woerk of prayer. (Cf. Quaes::a II and IILl)

To bear fruit, the evangelizing efforts of all rust be ~coted in a deep interior lifu
which is nourished bv prayer.

The greatest challenge ic sc to integrate praye . int~ “he 1life of every individual -»ni
group within thz Church. espocially the family, +hat it will truly transform theiss Lives.
Fortunately there is zvidence ifrat such a spiritunl re-avukening is already taking lave,

A word of encouragement should be given te those who wish te pray but f£find it Aiff:malt
to do so. They should take heart from Ege fact that the vary desire to pray and tr res-
pond to the will of God in their daily %gealready the beusinning of prayer.

Every form of prayer should be encouraged: the celebratirn of Mass and the sacraments,
the liturgy of the hours, private prayer and contemplaticn, shared prayer, popular “o-
votions, the prayerful reflection on the scriptures, etc. Priests and religious, « -
pecially, should be encouraged to be the animators of prayer among the people the - zzr
ve both by their word and example.



=Tey

Fyulz

SEDOS 74/708

LISH LANGUAGE GROUFP "B"

1.

2.

The Holy Spirit in man's ccllaboration in evangelizstion. Faith in the irreplaceabl.
need for the Holy Spirit's action should be mor. c¢xplicit and activej this should '
insisted upon in catechesis, Teday, many groups or cemnunities have great esteem for
the action of the Holy Spirit whose presence is manifested in Christian communitarir:
spirit, in the life of other Christian communitiss -u! in man's aspiration to justire
and unity. It is not always clear in what directicsn tha Spirit is leading the Church:
one must deduce it from observing the signs of the times in the light of the Gospel.
It is the Bishops' duty to intcrpret and judge the presenceof the Spirit.

Baptism and Confirmation should also be considere?l in their social aspect of aggrega-
ting and assimilating new members into the ecclecial comrunity. Therefore there shculd
be better preparation to receive them. In some (ircumstances, one could discuss at leng
the suitability of postponing thc age for confirmatici so thatabetter understocd pro;a-
ration could be made. The small and fervent communitics who work in the spirit of the
Church, are useful instruments of evangelizaticn ns thevy %elp to form a more Christian

view of life,

Preaching of the Gospel and concomitant signs. The zeal for evangelization has been wesl
ened in many, as motives for evangelization have hcen obscured. New vigour must be civer
to such motivation and before anything else, it must bHo nade a living reality.

The beginning and maturationoféith are certainly c¢ifts of God, but subjects aimed ut
clucidating the way to iz acceptance could be: the oxampie of genuine Christian 1ife,
readiness to help the poor; works of charity and promotion of justice, culture, peacco,
etc. It is above all necessary to renew the formation o7 aovangelizers, by establishing
in them a harmony between intellectual educaticr, scli’ mntivations, the experiencc of
perscnal union with Christ and the values of or inary life.
Freaching should be adapted tu the varying circumstances f different places; amona the
efficacious means in scme cages, small meetinge for ;raver ond matual support should be
remembered, the impetus to Christian family lifc, exar~lc fespecially where preaching
and catechesis are hindered), greater use of the munne i soclal communication (e.g.,
radio) where these have shown themselves to be usciti.

A
Ecumenisms An obstacle to evangelization is the stiffenirg of attitudes in not reccgni-
sing, in practice, the fraternal unity which binds ue by Baptism,(even if it is recosmi-
sed and admitted in a different manner by the verious Christian Churches). It would be
well for the Theclogical Commission to delve into the need Ffor unity in doctrine and
other questions inherent in collaboration between Catholics and other Christians in th»
spreading of Christ's Kingdom, to which we are enjeoined b common Baptism.

The Church as the universal sign of salvation. Christ is the Saviour of all, even in
places where the Church does not visibly operate. The Church, however, because of the
mission it received, has the duty of demonstrating in itself an image of Christ whicn
can be recognised even by those who know Christ only imzlicitly, so that in the Church
and through the Church such persons can find that totality of Christ already begur i
rthemselves. '
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Promotion and evangelizaticn. In practice, althouch thers sre different aspects of human
conditions and activities, the sacred and the prnfznc caur ot be separeted in the life

of individuals and communities, God who created th. wcrli to advance, instituted the
Church and chargedher to announce the Good News tc¢ all men. Human progress is like thc
continuation of creation; thc Church's task is to promete religion and moral and spiri-
tual formation, giving to lifc a vision, a balance and ~» 2rangelical breath. The Church
must therefore participate actively in progress, r-t o hL:come credible but to fulfill

"the mission which is connatural to her, that of liucratinc both the oppressed and the

oppresscors. The Church must therefore pay attention to molitical and economic structuras,
at every level, training the Yaity to assume in fu:11 iheis responsibilities as Chris-—

tians in social 1life.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE GRCUP “C"

4y

The Holy Spirit and Human Cooperation in Evangeliz.otion. Aware of Christ's mandate to
announce the Gospel to the world, the members of the Church dedicate themselves to the
apostolate with trust,zecal and gratitude. To carry out thc work of evangelization, vi .t
is required first of all is praycr and meditatiom, without neglecting theological o7
pastoral renewal, Great attention must be paid to the liturgy and the administratic:

of the sacraments, the source of light and strength. The study of the Sacred Scripturcs,
especially in small groups, is equally recommendecd. Those who evangelize must bear i
mind the needs and charisms of those whom they are addressing; in dialogue it is necos—
sary to make an effort to cingle out in their listencrs thosce elements which reflect

the spirit of the Gospel and the action of the Hely Spirit in the life and in the doo-
trine of the followers of non-Christian religions.

The Particular Churches and Evangelization. Having confirmed the need for profound waityr,
pluralism in expressions because of the diversity ¢f cultures is not excluded {liturgy,
discipline, spiritual patrimony, and to a certsin .cgroe cheology and the catechecis s
basically it is alsc a true source of enrichment for the Church.

The International Theological Commission must delve inte ond clarify the doctrine or

the local or particular Church, especially in the light rf the interventions given -lu-
ring the course of this Synod.

The Church as the Universal Sicn of Salvation. Many »eenln wrongly see opposition betwoen
Christ and the Clurch because of rather unedifying and incoherent behavicur, excescsive
weight given to structures, a mistaken concept ' *hr Crurch's institutional charact- -,
belief in the Church's "wealth", lessening of tiv: ¢ousc of authority, etc. To correct
such a distorted picture, it is first of all nccescary o insist upon presenting the
Church as the universal sign of salvation, particularly through the edifying conduct,
detachment, and the spirit of mortification of which bishecrs and priests must give ~r-of
in their lives. Christ and the Church are inseparahle.

It is necessary to confirm the missionary duty of each member of the faithfuly the icht
of everycne to have the fulness of Christian lifc in thie Church and in the sacraments:
the importance and urgency of ammouncing the Gospel and facilitating entry into the
Church through the Baptism ¢f non-Christians, while recocnising the positive values
existing in the different relicions.
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It would be useful for the Synod to clarify some corfused 1deas and dissipate certain
fears deriving from fajae ccumncnism as the Council ;rowosed,

The Whole Churchk in the Service of the Cospel. Tha oxercisc of the various ministric.
st tend towards the glory of God, but also to serve thoe foithful better. The questicon
of ministries should be newly studied to respond *ruly to The needs of today's Church.
Fluralism in this fiell is legitimate.

The Group emphasized the imuercence of the Chririixa faniiv 1o evangelization, the mis-
cionary duty of each meunber of “he faithful by virtut of Bapiism and Confirmation, the
need to collaborate —- especially in the social Field -- with other Christians, with
non-Christians, with all mcn cof ¢node-will; priests wor: ezpecially recommended to hel o,
support and form the leity in the apostolate. Trte v 7.t orncluded expressing thanks

to the religious and szisters wuo in generously rcornewing their lives according to the
Council carry out their tasks within the local Churche:z to tne benefit of the univer:s 1

Charch.

FRENCH LANGUAGE GROUP A"

The action of the Holy Spirit in evangelization is the prirary and fundamental woerk «.cu
1£ human cooperction is necessary, Among the sigrns of the times in which the action - 0
the Holy Spirit can be seen the Second Vatican Council shoald not be forgotten; the .
cil is often ignored or denied with serious darage to cvangeliization; the means vit
which the bishops erd the Pope proclaim the Gospel zls< have the value of a sign

(c.f. Jn 14: 263 15: 1=-263 (al 5:22). One recogniscs that the Holy Spirit also works .
men of other religions: this does not mean appr-vince 31l th: elements of these relig:
nor neglecting the principal =ask of the Church to 1ozl to salvation. One should corti.
‘12e pastoral action to have deeper and great awarehess of the sacraments of Baptism ..o
Confirmationa%g show that the sacrament of Confirmsaticon is ordained by the Bucharist ¢ -
that the Holy Spirit may be concidered as guide to the same Christ the Lord,

The local CHurches need special attenticn so that the best s=lements of every cultur

and tradition be collected and examined with the aim of incorporating the Christiar
Faith in the new Churches in a mcre vital and efficacious way. Adaptation however rmusi
not reach the point of aucchony: one must keep the jood of the universal Church in mliid
not only to preserve a certain uvnity of the Church but zlso to nourish it.

The task of evangelization lepends on the whole Church and one notes that the laity o
still not sufficiently aware of their evangelising nissicn. On the other hand, vher- the
Christian faith is sincerely professed within the Ffaiciiy zad in professional life, tior.
is a true and fruitful witness of the Spirit and ¢f Christ.

Small communities: for these, sufficient coherence with ~ther commmnities and with t-:o
hierarchy is requested, and a sufficient desire to evancelise, but one must proceer oot~
tiously in this matter.

Human promotion is censilered as a fruit of charity: the "transformation of the wor® "
in the political sense is not the primary nor the richtful task of the Church: in o,
2ll temporal development is nct "ipso facto" a sign of true and integral human prome<ic..
The Church as a universal sacrament of salvati:in, anrounces the riches of Christ arn”
remains the ordinary way to salvation. It preserves the integral doctrine of Christ
His Sacraments, while not denying that outside the Church there are "seeds of the ¥ -~ ',
It is to be hoped thkat nct all the problems exarined in the Synod Hall or in the w
groups will be touched on in the final document, but that there be a choice botween o
principal questiors: e.g., pneumatology, christolegy, tho specifity of Revelation,
ching on sin and grace.

[
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FRENCH LANGUAGE GROUP "BY

Particular Churches and Evangelization. It woull anucar preferable not to limit the toom
"particular Church" tco a diocese; instead it shouwld designate every Charch which opre-
rates in the midst of a particular human community, in commurion with all the other jor-
ticular Churches which make uwp the Universal Church., The existence and diversity of
particular Churches are callzd for by the Incarnaticn., The fundemental unity of faith,
cult and discipline should bhe capable of expressir;” its=1f in a manmer correspondirne

to the various socic-= cultures; thus theological n! pastoral reflection should be cn-
couraged with a view to bhetter acaptation. The Internativrnal Theological Commissicn has
also recently recognised the lecitimacy of theclocical plurality and its character fully

responding to tradition.

It-is to be noted a) that recomnition be given to ~11 tli - powers which come within thc
competence of bishops, rcducing reserved cases to unat 53 strictly necessarys b) that
more liberty be conceded to particular Churches in the Ficld of theological research,
discipline and liturgy, within limite determin:d by thi: Foly See and without prejulice
to such things as are truly necessary and essentialj ¢ that all rights deriving from
their particular disciple be returned to the Eastern Churchcsgﬁthat particular Churclics,
solicitous for unity, continue to keep in dialcgue with other particular Churches . and
especially with the Church of Rome, maintaining a climefe of respect, confidence and
fraternal exchange, be increasingly considered as zn official means of manifesting aund
exercising episcopal collegiality under the authority of and presided by the Successor
of Peter,

The whole Church at the service of the Gospel. Thco duty it spread the Gospel which is
common to all the faithfull, does not derive from o mard:te of the hierarchy nor from
the commandment of Christ sclely, but from the requircrcencs of baptism and from the ac-
tion of the Holy Spirit who impels the Christian to live as a son of God and to share
with others —— to the extent of his possibilities and concrete condition — the gifts
received with the Gospel. e must therefore !linve trust im those who spread the Gospel,
recognising the respective rosponsibilities, ¢, ebilitics ané faculties of discernment
in keeping with the gifis of the Spirit.

Each person according to his rightful level will -z ottantive to the interrogations of
the men of our time: politicians, industrialists, workers, youth, the poor, the emarginate
etc.

The Gospel is diffused first of all through adult .nd rorpensible witness, both indivi-
duad and collective witress; but also, when possihl~, v word and confessicn of faithe.
In prayer and docility tc the 3pirit one will fi..i the right attitude to adopt towards
non~Christians in view of respectful,benevolent and corfident dialogue., Of great imper-
tance is the testimony offered by a commnity united in faith and charity which draws fron
the Church the necessary cpening to others in order to share their struggles, sufieringe,
anxieties and hopes. The Synod draws attention to the necl for a profound formation of
the laity, for education to a living faith and for active and real charity.

Human promotion and evangelization, Since the last Symei (1971) the world situaticn has
become aggravated., If it does not wish to leose its crelibility, evangelisation must orr-
respond to the increased responsibility of moderm man 1o the values of justice, poace

and soiidarity. But human promotion is also an essentiazl and constitutive part of savan-
gelization, in as much as it announces and prepares the Tospel, facilitates encourter
with non-Christians, is a sign of true love, and is the ;rivileged place of dialcTuve

and solidarity.
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Evangelization confers a new Jimension and significarce mm action for justice and |
referring it to the mystery of God's love and lincr=tion in Christ.

One must therefore denocunce the Jdeep causes of cverv injustice, that is, man's sin
which is embadied in social strutures and behaviour. Through individual and collective:
conversion, one must alsc build tomorrow's peace. The coumenical movement, basic conme-
mainities, the associations ¢f Christian militents, azpca.s to reconciliation are equally
signs which demonstrate how the Church has understood o’ accepted the message of tus
past Synod. It is necessary to extend this work of education and conscientization to
every leval, committing everyenc everywhere to ceontinuwal conversion of ourselves an!

¥

to the service of men.
The Synod therefore shoul” cnce again denounce clqarly today's most obvicus injusticus,
asking every particular Church, under the guidarco of bt
for a public and concrete act of reconciliation, ~iosen and prepared at all levels with
the collaboration of all conccerned and particul=riy the laity who are most committec
to the work of promotion and development, as a fruit of the Holy Year and as a begin-
ning of a renewed effart for brotherhood in justice and peace.
The Church as universal sign of salvation in the work - f evangelization., One speaks of
the values existing in other non-Christian religicns —- values in which the action of
the Holy Spirit is recognisable as preparing men For the Zospels It is the Church's task
to recognige such values, stimulate them and take ther rn in actuating the Gospel mcs-
sages To be encouraged therefore, is the kind of dialogue which not only redores unity
between Christians but with non-Christians as well, hel:od especially by initiatives co
ming from them rather chan froi the hierarchy. Dialoguc zhould be accompanied by exanple
by conduct free of any pretense of superiority, Tirestige or honor.
The Synod should have given more prominence to the problem of primary evangelization
among the masses of those to whom {as often is “J. «<isc inm cur large cities) Christ has
never really been adequately presented.

w Justice and Peace Commissicom,

FRENCH LAWGUAGE GRCOUP "C"

The Holy Spirit in human cooperation towards Evarcelization. The Spirit vivifies the
Church's entire mission by its charisms distribu~cd to e faithful. He acts in many
ways ‘in the various areas of evangelization an” uithou™ =i nothing effective is achieve
The Synod shculd stress the necessity of prayer bv which the Spirit gives the light ne-
cessary to understand the Word of God and to discern the signs of God in world happe-
hings, and in which furtherrore, there is a ceriai~ exrcorience of God. Docile to that
Spirit, the Church will be able to effectively establisn genulne discernment of spirit,
whick appears necessary esrecially in establishing, with the cooperation af experts,
the exact theological significance of the signs of the times. Such discernment is ne-
cessary, moreover, both at the theological and vractical levels, to understand better
the exact stance to be taken in face of non~Christian religions, whether it be to por-
ceive their ambiquity or to aveid losing the authentic vialues which the Spirit incul-
cates in those as well whe are beyond the visible confines of the Churche.

In a period when more people are becoming Christian out of free choice rather than s
hereditary custom, it is desirable that a rite of Christian adherence for adults be
establisheds In places wheve it is the custom to confcr the sacrament of Confirmation
to adults, a similar reassesement would be opportune, 3uch personal and responsible
ratification should be prepared for in the mids: of some commmity of prayer and “ng-
trinal formation as a kind of post—baptismal catechumcnate.
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The whole Church at the service of the qggpel. The 3ynod should sendﬁ%fésionary appeal
out to the entire People of Gode Would it not bto opnertunc therefore to move Missior
Sunday to the feast of Pentecnst, as the feast o the anr-uncement of the Gospel bo
the Pagans?
All the faithful should be consciocus of their roo ~nsibility to the mission through
their witness of life and their participation in cgncrate undertakings. Bishops and
priests, exercising thelir proper ministry in corirmmicr vi*h the Successor of Peter, rar-
ticipate in a ministry which is properly apostciic. ilus they have a special responsi-
bility in evangelizaticn in which they commit the _ifts tcy have received from the Holy
Spirit for the benefit of everyone. Great considleration should be considered positively
for their gpocio-cultural and evancgelical significanco.
4is for the ministers of evangelization, the faithiul are 2 be invited to take on ~ll
the apostolic responsibilitics which come from ipcir oovtism and confirmation. Partvi-—
cular churches will promote new forms of ministry for both men and women., Priests, ¢
runity animators and catechists should encourags now {-0ws of service and of ministry,.
In that way the ministers will become less clerical an many tasks once reserved to th:
clergy can be carried out by the laity.
The Particular Churches in evangelisation. Once the particular ecclesiological meanin
of local Church is clarified, the Synod should gather proposals advenced for fully re-
cognising the personality of such Churches. Rights of bishops in the full exercise of
their proper powers should be recognised in cases nct reserved to the Pope for the -
of the Universal Church. The dicasters of the Romarn curia as well as papal represerii-
tives should take grea¥er ins;iration from that principlc {which the Council cleari:
enunciated moreover). In the same spirit, it is <desirable that papal representatives
make wider amd more careful consultations in the choosing of bishops.

GERMAN LANGUAGE GROUF

The German Language Work Grcup delved into 3 of the topics, adding a precise recommir-—
dation on "particular and local churches",

Evangelization and the "personality" of the Gospel minister. Evangelization is the s:i-
vific action of Christ accomplished through the Church i the course of history. Gl
commmicates himself tc men in the Mystery of His ¥ord; it is God Himself, through the
Holy Spirit, who opens hearts to the Gospel which is rrroiaimed by the Churchts miris-
ters, The more the ministerial herald lives for Christ, the rore efficacious he will

be as an instrument of God "who communicates himself tc mankind,”

Discermment of the presence of God, or of the Hcly 3zirit of God in the "signs of tro
times". Since the "signs of the times" can serve %~ set up pastoral orientation, tho
methodology to be followed in discovering and interrretinc the signs of the times ir
the following: a) a serious look at events; b) ~ctablishing their salient possibilitiis;
c) discerning the "spirit" in those signs in the iight of the Gospel; d) evaluating in
the light of the Gospel the concrete application corres:onding to historical circuwro-
tances.

The facts in themselves can easily have an abigu-us or ambivalent meaning. Accordinzly,
they should be examined in the light of faith with the intention of establishing their
priority of values for evangelization. Taking cre's inspiration from the "signs" to bo
found in Sacred Spripture and in the history of the Church, the most frequent interpri-
tation today prefers the method of dialogue and dizlectic extended beyond the expericnrcz
of the Catholic Church.

Evangelization®s ultimate end, and the Church's place on the scale of finality., Evargs-
lisation's ultimate end is the salvific commricaticr te men cof the salvific gEfts of
the Kingdem of God. Salvation, although amply nromised for the "ultimate" times, bucins
in this world.
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SANISH LANGUAGE GROUP Al

1) Concepts to be rejected

N\
2)

3)

(a) Evangelisaticn in tnosze societies which are divid:d into two opposing
groups, that is opprzssors and the oppressed, si.ould 5S¢ reduced to the simple

announcement and to socio-poiitical imgolvement i1a tie eccnomic, cultural
and pclitical liberation of the oppressed, ~vexn through violent means.

(b) . Others eliminate every relationship b=ztween human progress and evangeli-~
sation; functions declared tc be parallel aud iuleperdient,

Theological principles to be Sorne in mind
{a) Evangelisation and human promotion cainot pe Confusdéd.
(b) It is not righv *o scparate human promotion .uaa evangelisation as two

totally indspendenrs activities.

Evangelisation includes the i:man promotion and leads to its greatest perfec-
tion, since it gives & new basis to fraternity witl. all wmen. Total liberation of

man entails liberation from nature itself, from abuses and the misuses of men
for the building of human

and from one's own egoism. Such liberation is necessary
community. It would be eguivocal to think that social tensions come only from
e2conomic, political and social structures. In strugaling against all kind of
injustice it must be remembered rchat the Cekristian seeks a more radical liberation
of man, a liberation which 1s a more profisund opening to God and which is called
"conversion'. Such Christian liberation will last right to the parusia. Christian
lope is eschatological and as such essentially different rrem Marxist hope.

-Evangelisation and pclitics.

Evangelising activities, in the measure in whicl: they proclaim the rights
arid duties of the person and educate consciences *¢ the demunas of justice,
exercise .a positive influence on political organisaticns in evary country. They
are therefore licit in this sense of the political dimensicn oF evangelising
activities. .

-Evangelisation is the recapitulation of everything in Christ; it must
therefore integrate all thz hunan values of histury.

As regards the preacaing of the Gospel and +he signs whichk accompany it:
freaching is carried out every time the evangeliser announces the Word of God-
znd not his own- and the thecloginal hope that the Lord accempanies his prophetic
ministry and confirms it with suitoble signs, as was verilied ir the primitive
{‘urch, independently of time cnd place and the mau: to whom it was preached.

The signs can be differvent according to the circumstances.

The preaching of the Gospel gnjoys priority, tod=y and always, as in the primitive
Church, because it is Christ’sz commandment and because the Gospel is the
ammouncement of salvation and integral liberation :n Christ the Lord . It is a
transforming force in rhe life and culture of the p:iodles.

To believe, modern man demands of the heralds of the Gospel that they give
evident signs of living the Gospel and believing in it: conversion, simplicity
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in the way of life, & sensz of dialogue, true poverty, itie fight for justice,
g.lidarity with men.
Modern man especially wishes to find in the eranteliser total trust :n
tiie Lord ... etc.
Do or do not such signs exist in the Crmurc: and Clhristians of today?
To announce Christ Crucified can mean: (a) to oppuse the powers of the world as
Christ did in his time. (b) te announce vigourously that aeny problems are to
be solved in the perspective of the Cross, (c) thot, as iun tne time of Francis
and Dominic there must be a change in mores.
The total mystery of Crrist must be proclaima2d: raseion, Resurrection,
ti.e liberation of man brought aocout by Christ wit: rhe Cross, the necessity of
ascetism and of suitable forms of renouncement |.f -rivilege, For example).

Obstacles?
Evangelisers must corver: themselves and show greater eathusiasm

and perseverance.
The evangelised differ according to their sociov-cultural contexts

and are conditicned thereby.
The use of the audio-visval media 18 sometimes harmful, though this

criticism should not be sxaggerated.

Favorable. elements.

There is no lack of modern means for helpiig evaagelisation. They
must be put to use ihroughout the entire world.

Evangelisation must always arrive at the explicit announcement of

Christ.

The witness of individual as well as of collective faith and love
prepares evangelisaticn. The withess of Christian rresence dcees not go
unobserved in the spheres of science and the arts, but whi: must go with it is

a deep and cordial love for people ...
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Lo 14 GuniJUAGE GRUUS man

1
L) Te soly Spipit and Buoun cut carution in evangelisatiune

—

o

JLoece thie Jaurca velieves ia tic actvion of the Loly »oirit il suaman sdstory, it
qu:topay careful atteation to tils alstory to Gras i it bhe M"signs of the times"
wilel were spoken avcout ia tiic constitution "Jaudloa ¢t Tue siguas ol the
tlies can offer new oppurtunities for evangelisatiun i3 uecessary to
distinguisl: them clearly in + o Lignt i divine rovelos r 1s pecessary to
Leap in mind always that revelation is radically coapiete iu Sarist and ia .is
sescnel mystery, the ligat of voico also illuminatcs .o.iwn @ Lstory. This
r:borpretation of tae "signs oo tie times" presupcu o oot spopuetlc coarism
wolc. st liave two characteristic notes: profounu Lacorsoretiua in oaidad
.istory and perscnal experieance of God. It 1s an ioteroretat.or winlch Falls

t ¢ Ils.ups. In tie oxercise

tu bae waole ecclesial cowmanity, Lut especially o
24 tee nagisterium, the ilaterpretation of tie “signs ¥ b tlmas' presvpposes
t.c opening up to new ways.

T..0 Z.ure:, tiae aniversal sacrament of salvation i.a t .o wors of evangelisation.

ae counterpositions vetween CLrist and tue Churc. roveels Lynorance of tae
sature of the Church as t.e sacrament of malvation. {.e Ch.rci: is tue exteasion

ol tue mystery of tlie Incarnation af the -ord; wnited in it taerefore are tue
Jivine and tae huanan. {ihe sacramnentality of tae Courc. constitutes tie one wav

= Christ and is therefore necessary for salvatioa. ..ad tiis also holds good
Loy those wuo arrive at salvation wiiile remaining ouiside *..2 visible JLurci.

elce springs the necessity ror tune Church in evoiijczliisation 0 concerin

.erself not oaly wit. guantity but also wita quality. “sile sefequarding healtiy
sloralisme it is also necessary to promote unit: ond viziuie commanioa wituin

+.e Church. This is the task of tie Sisiiops, who must care for coti tie firmness
vl tue faith and the pastoral waderstanding of leyitiache wilferences. Tae

S.arch is a sacrament not caly in tae cuarismatic scase ouh also in tie structural
seuase. Among the charismatic ¢ifts it is aecessary tou stress tuese widcl the

wly azirit transmdts througn t.ue sacraments.

oman promotion in evangelisaticn. Toe direct connectiosn wetween growt: of tne
Jingdem of God and authentic Lwaan development is olcoremed . Ioe taeology of

zalvation uaderstood as liberation emoraces two c¢socubs:

&) dseration "a quo", overcomiay sin in its persvnsi socaal Jimensions;
i») ~iseration "ad quem": tensicn towards Christ, imace o (ae Jatier.
Jwean liveration saould not ve wnderstood oaly in tue laciviwsal seases it
@iloraces t.e social reality and should influence t.ue trausrormation of
structures. Liberatiua presupooses acceptance of coaversic:i aad reconciliation
wit Jod and one's uvrotihers aad overc ominy the temhtativa to violence.

T eolojsical reflection should dwell on positive waa: valucs. Therefore it
caxmot just dweli on tie -isrorical aspect ur oa polltical commitment.
leflection siould be safeguarced from tine penetratrica ol 1weologjies aind systems
viiwl can weaken or distort anyt.iny wi.dcn is nacessary to tle reflection of
Fait. It should oe Lased on the fundamental criteria ou revelation as trans-
aitted oy the Church and uy its doctrinal and socici magisterium. Tuls reflec-
tioa siould remain open to o legyitimate diversit: ol c.olces, out it siould
correct the ambiguitice ana weviations of higtoric processes.
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Evangelisation is the action of the Church by which fzitin is aroused and
wwirished, conversion is provoked and men are led to participatae in Christ's salvific
nsatoery, proclaimed in the Gospeland expressed in litre. Action for human promotion is
an Integral part of the evangelical message and of the Churcii's mission (Ad Gentes 5).
Lt is suggested that the term "evangelisation" be used in its widest sense, and that
sungelising activity include preaching of the Word, celebration of the sacraments,
witnessof life and Christian animation in temporal action (cf. .resb. Ordinis 6).
~-Today,the Church is more and more aware ¢of the action of thc Holy Spirit in evangeli-
sation, and also in the life of every Christian community and o the entire ecclesial
community. However, a just discermment of today's cuarismatic movement is hecessary
(¢, Lumen Gentium, 12). In order to show the action or tic .joly Spirit more clearly,
it is hoped that canonisation of saints from all categories of people, close to our
times, will take place. The report then deals with the Holy Spirit and those who are
engaged in evangelisation: to evangelise is the mission and fundumental responsibility
of zll the people of God, even if in a particular way it depends on bishops, priests
11 deacons. It is hoped that study on the possibility and suitability of mew Mlay
sndinisrries' will be completed as soon as possible {cf. Lumen Gentium,33).

“ulid help for evangelisation comes from witness and apostolic action of consacrated
iire, lived authentically in Religious Orders, Congregations, Secular Institutes and
2130 from thoé%h%onsecrate themselves individually to #od. Laity are reminded particu-
L&rly of the task of Christian married people, cooperators of yrace and witnesses of
U th among themselves and towards children and relations (cf. A.A., 11).

Ti:2 importance of the work of theclogians is recognised but it must be conducted in

c¢lalogue with pastors.
~Dvangelisation and human promotiosn.
lagnan promotion, to complete liberation in Christ. 5alvetion proclaimed by evangelising
action, the free gift of God, is beyond all human aspirations. Love for God and
oo one's neighbour cannot be separated: a Christian community which is not concerned
fer social justice and human promotion, is notfulfilling the brotherly love demanded
by Christian faith which should leave one of the slhiape sccio-cultural conditions in
“ceping with God's design. Evangelisation does not roduce itself to simple human
. romotion, but includes it, postulates it and brings it to its highest point.
-isvangelisation and witness: Evangelisation i1s a question ot content and method, but
it is in an outstanding way the living witness of Jesus wuc is present in our midst
arng announces and fulfills through the Church, the salvation of man and of the world.
Te Church, while having the mission to evangelise, should show itself as an
authentic praying, poor and fraternal community.
ilany Christians today are called to De martyrs, not necessarily in a bloody way
sometimes in placed where liberty to live and proclaim Ged's message 1s non-existant.
T..e Church today is asked in a pre-eminent way to witness poverty, that is, of complete
trust in God the Father, of a simple and austere -ifc nct linked to  earthly power

Genuine evang:lisation tcuds towards integral

2ut to the poor.
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TI7LIAN LANGUAGE GROUP

i .o heoly Spirit in evangelisation. The Holy Spirit is the ivncamental and dynamic
Jow-nciple of evangelisation. Among kis gifts is the grace corlerred on the Apostles
~ui On their successors to announce the Gospel as autl.catic teachers of the faith in
cummanion with the Roman Pontiff. Thus the proclamaticzn of tie Gogpel is confided
»rincipally and authoritatively to thne ministry of Lishops. Tt would be opportune for
ti:e 5ynod to stress the doctrince of the apostolic uifive of pishops-

Tislogy of the "signs of the times" is useful in order to aot let those signs get
ivst in a maze of interpretations whiich are not conscnant witn the spirit of the

wuopel and are not judged in commorn with the Churc .

—. 2 whole Church at the service of the Gospel. It is neczassary to dress the ecclesial
cimunsion of evangelisation so as to combat the positions ol tnose who play down or
<orget about it, almest holding tiat the Church comnstitutec -1 obstacle to the inte-

-

sral announcement of the Gospel. Evangelisation derives 1ts zharacteristic  of

cuthenticity and genuine purity from the succession ¢ apostolic communion.
TLe missionary effort of the entire Church must be restressec. To churches of

T
ancient Christian tradition this would entail the cuty as welil, of a continued conver-
3icn and renewal. Theologians Lave a great responsibllity. Fastors of the Church

..0ald help them and have fregquent contacts with toom. mi thelr part, theologians

o7 ruld offer their collaboration 1n apostolic commanior of trath. The same can be said
by . anoleogy for Catholic intellectuals and for thwse in the communications field.
uran Promotion and Evangelisation.  The tie between the twe realities is to be stress
27 and clarified. The Church's actior in human pro.ress s specified by the evange-
~ical message of salvatioa for cach and every man.

7.2 connection between evangelization and promotion i: rasec un the esmngelical
nzsage. and on the mystery oif the Incarnation.
~inions which give. any otiier basis or propose any
are o -be sifred cut. In the same way, old Testament :.:coluy, appears insufficient
in the Christian sense tn...83 scu in the light of the

o*ner kind of human promotion

+5 delineate human promctian
ew Testament . The concrete commitment which, especially in some countries, the
Srturch must take on regarding liberation and humarn promction skould be regulared
azcording to the norms suggested by the Council, lett.r, 4 s.lidly formed laity do
tr.elr share. The report closed with ten proposals which sucstantially were covered

-y the above report.

L TIN LANGUAGE GROUP

2 2 doctrine of the Second Vatvican Council must be borne in mind in the drafting

. the final document of the Synod. The Patriarch thern went un to make some observations

AR

11 the guestions which arose.

1} Speaking about the action of the Holy Spirit in tre Church, one must believe

that it is the same action of God, une and Three, {(cf. vei Verbum, 2), while affirm-
1171 the need, on the part of Christians, to know better aind meditate upon the Third
ergon of the Blessed. [Trinity and His actions.

23} Jesus Christ always works with the Father and the Hcly Spirit in the Church and
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wven if the signs of His acting are not always those uescrived by Mark (16,20), even
today there are signs which clcarly show the preseice and tue work of Christ: e.g.
ti:: perpetuity and the indefectibility of the Church, sne strenght and the patience
L those who profess the faith, the works of charit,; and ‘uutice of the faithful and
LG pastors, etc.

F'er the Gospel to be truly the "virtue of God for tiu Lalrazion of every believer
iuhat should be preached is Christ who was crucificd and ruse again, true God from
triue Ged, and not only a man whog: living was to -ocevilizz iincelf for others.

3. The purpose of evangclisaticy: is properly the sal-a-iun orf souls, which by Christis
w1l is had through the Church fuounded by Him as a wediat.r.

Jreaching the Gospel is an act of obedience to Christ acz 2t trus love for one's

ncighbour. One must insist upon the preparation of tivise whose task 1t is to preach.
The Catholic faith does not hinder ecumenism but demends frum Catholics the witness
vi a faith which is more alive, of charity which i more ccrfect, and finally of an

explicit confession of the trutns of the Catholic Thurck t our separated brethren.
.« Human promotion, in its fuliest and most exact scase, is Often reguired for effec-
tive evangelisation which by announcing Christ's justice and charity leads in an
gninent way to true and complete human promotion.

. It is primarily the task of the pastors to animate, or as one says, to sensitise
=il Christians to the spreading of the Gospel.

. To avoid confusion , it is asked that a clear and univoca. meaning be given to
thie terms "particular Church" and "local Church".

Tlie members of the group believe that the name “particu.ar Church" should be
siven to the portion of the People of God over which the Lichop presides.

43 regards pluralism in theology, liturgy or inst:.tutions, 1t was observed that
wiity in faith is always necessary, not only the versa. lceativalness of enencia-
tions but identicalness of doctrine and its significance.

To preserve the integrity of the traditions in every ritz, it is requested that the
Zastern Churches should be given the power to preaci tiwe <ospel where the faithful
S the Eastern Churches live ameng the faithful of other rites.

is regards the relationship between cultures and aveangel izzticn, 1t is necessary to

As
act in such a way that the Guspel penetrates, puri.ies and promotes the cultures
and not vice versa.

The secretary general taen gave the fleoer to ose Fathers who asked to .
speak on these reports, and they spoke in the fol_oowiny oracc:

Cardinal Julio Rosales tho Archbishop of Cebu, first of all stressed the contri.-
tution of lay people and especially of catechists amd wuac: in the work of evangeli-
sation, and the importance of receiving and fulfilliug the directives and commands
o2 the Holy Father. He then spoke on the problems <f tue iocal Churches pointing
cut that they too are "signg of the times": a) the cntire world is contemplated in
a global visicn, in which all men are inter-dependent; ) rhe active presence of
Christ is noted in the accelerated evolution of ocur times.

The Church must be aware of this in order to advance the glubal aspect of evangelio
sation. The theology of the Cross must be at the centre oi evangelisation. And the
messengers of the Gospel must be the preachers and witnesses who complete Christ's

’28510N.
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Cardinal Uge Poletti, Vicar of His Hollness for the diccese of
Rewe made some observations on the working paper and on Cardinal Wojtyla 's
report. He repeated how necessary it is to cultivate zeal anwag the Christian
p2cple for the missions. He repcated the usefulness or the cooperation which
way happily initiated between the dioceses of the (OLd Uorld and those of the
rission territories, witli remarkable advantafes, incliuding tl.ose on the
spiritual level. In our Christian communities invulvement in lavour of the
miszions presupposes conversion and renewal. The Holy Year, aiming at these
ends, could also be the year of the missions!
Tiie missionary task of the particular Churchegdoes not diminisn the need and
impcrtance of the missionary institutes which shoui: Ve helped, supported
en! encouraged in recruiting for vocations. It would Le a good thing to
point ocut the missionary ideal to the small basic communities and to the young
who can help the missions with their prayers, their veccaticons and their
cooperation in development projects.

S
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ALENDA POR EXECUTIVE COMIILIEE iEETING

IThe Executive Committec will meet on Momdey 28 October at 4 p.m- in the I.C.M
tencralate with the following agendat
1. Imnvitation fto SEDOS to become a member of the Pro Vundi Vita General Assembly.

2. Joint Venture - Editor and content-

2. Memo fwom Executive Secretary on wrk for the n.xt two months.
4. IDO0. FAQ. WCC Documentation =roject.

5¢ Office equipment esituation.

The meeting will be followed by Mass and supper.





