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And so we come to our Third Report on Synod 1974. Once more we start with a critical

look at what has so far been achieved. And, as is evident, ve are none too happy at the
trend of events., We follow with documentation. We give a swmmary of Cardinal Wojtyla's Re~
port and some criticisms of it, and then go on to the business of the Synod in the Aula and
the language groups. ‘
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ANNOUNCEMENT

We should like to bring to ocur reader's attention a fascinating new book by a staunch
SEDOS worker, Fr, Walbert Buhlmann OFM~CAP. It is called "LA TTERZA CHIESA ALLE PORTE"
(The Third Church at our door) and has been described as a "Summa Missiologica" - very
different in approach from the classical manuals on the subject - by Professor A. CAMPS
of Nijmegen University. We will review it at greater length in a later issue; just now we
are very short of space - and time !
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EVANGELIZATION TODAY

Report on the 1974 Synod n® 3

1 "“Ffoo many irons in the fire',
"Welve fallen between two stools'.

Tnese two remarks, by participants in the Synod, sum up -w.hnt ha.pened there during its
sceona week, ending October 12, 19274. The Synodal Fatrors vwer frying to do, simultan-
eously ~ besides their private busiprsses in Rome - at leact rive thingss a) discussing,
in small groups, their evangelizatina experience, b) sctving tue frame for the theolog~
i¢al study of these experiences (sce next article) c¢) receivirs small group reports,

d) reacting, in assembly, to (b) and (c) above, and e reccivirg the message of the
world Council of Churches.

2. Why did it happen? One reason was certainly the inexorzble functioning of the laws of
group dynamics. 1t was only normal, for a group of over 200 wiiich had never found itself
toge¢ther before, to fall into disarray during the second weck »f their work together.
But one other reason was the failure to take these l:ws scriously in order to offset
thelr negative thrust. OQur General Chapters, which nov zlways incorporate a session on
group dynamics at the very beginning, have learned the lessor the hard way. The Synod
would have survived its second week in much better shape had it shared that hard-won

cXperience.

3. Meanwhile the disarray has produced two serious things, which can only be corrected,
given the few days that are left, if great attentior iz giveri to these same lawss

a) there is no linkage between the existential and the thcological parts, between the
Assembly and the group discussions:

b) there is yio focus on evangelization in the current thooloiical debate.

4. The result may well be a balanced but banal document. The . 1s free expression and
everytody will be able, through the small groups, to express his point of view. But

thcre is also a reluctance to face the consequences of th. rcsp.casibilities involved and

inke 2 stand on issues, given the conviction that locnd situ-tions are now so different

that any clear line would inevitably upset some.

CUNTENT

3. As regards linkage, the theological debate, at the level of the small groups, should

not be primarily concerned with Cardinal Wojtyla's draft for th. simple reason that this
aces not fully take into account the work of the first part f the Synod. It was alrcady
trinted and, indeed, presented, well before the small groups presented their reports. This
¢oes not affect its inherent validity but it does concern thc work of the Synod at this Jde-
licate stage. The theclogical debatc muast be primarily concerned with Card. Cordeiro's report
on the Assembly interventions (SEDOS 74/658) and with the 12 grouwp reports (SEDGS 74/ 674)
And it should take into account, and possibly ré&medy, the unfortunate fact that the 10 topics
cffered for discussion in the groups were not linked to the Ascembly exchange of experience.
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In particular, the theological debate should consider seriously the statement made in
the Cordeiro report and qucted by us in SEDOS 7%/ 58 If this meet. the approval of the
Synod and finds its way into the final document, it would be an immense help to acticn
on evangelization at the grass roots - as well us to ecumer.ism and dialogue with men of
living faiths and ideologies.

The Wojtyla report should be debated on what scems to be the key of the whole theclogi
cal debate 3 its section on our concept of the world, The report is very frugal on the
point but at least it touches the burning issue : World-Church relationships. Neither
is the Cordeiro comment fully adequate on this pointe. Both, in fact, skirt the Biblical
message that evil is also present in local human situations.

Two aspects of this World-Church relationship came out loud and clear in the exchangeo

of experiences

2) acculturation and theconsequent thrust towards pluriformity (mostly thanks to thé As

and African Bishops)

b) solidarity and the consequent concern with liberztion and human development (mostly
thanks to the Latin American Bishops).

The theological basis of b) is already there and iz clearly connected with the Chrisozcz

concept of Salvation, itself the fontent of Evangelization. But that of a) still waits

to be deVeloped and could turn out to be commected with the concept of conversion, an”

its Incarnmational aspects, which is the ultimate aim of evangelization. Both will pro-

bably have to make more explicit the Christian concept of Evil (cf. Parable of the

Wheat and the Cockle).

In the search for focus, however, it is imperative that the biblical concept of evanje-
lization be taken more seriocusly (see 74/503). e JIc nct have the right to embark o a
theological debate on the subject withcit continmucus reference to its New Testament bas
The recent intervention of Mgr. Descamps, Sec. of Pentifical Biblical Commission (12 Oc
not mentioned in our summaries below may correct the situation.

METHCD

10. What can be done now, that we are already short cf time ?

11ﬂ

The responsibility for saving the situation lies scuarely with the small groups. This
means that one individual member of the Synod Fathers can correct it = simply by insis-
ting that his views, if in some way shared by other members of his small group, find
their way into the group report. (The Secretary of the Group has a crucial role here !)

Because the draft of the final document (if there will be one) is going to be based on
the group reports. One of us has worked on theose for the Synod secretariat and knows
how scrupulous we have been to let every concept in.

And it is really a pity that so many individual members of the Groups are using the
short time available to repeat things everybody acrees on or to make a case for points
which are wide of the mark as regards evangelization (see 9 above). This is simply
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diverting attention from the accepted focus on the Synod-the conceptogvangelization
itself.

The practical consequences are immediate and vital. Is it going to be a case of "par-
turient montes et nascitur ridiculus mus?" Are we going teo tell youth, for example,

that they are going to be given their rightful place as "evangelizers" and then pass ovel
in silence one proven means which would help them 70 s0 - a strengthening of the Insti-
tutes specialized in evangelization? An African Bishicp has expressed to us his concern
on his point.

POSTULATA

As regards the final document, here is what we, at SEDOS, close as we are to the thin-
king of the local Christian commnities of Asia, Latin America and Africa, are asking

ocurselves:

A) Will it include good motivation for these local communities and their individual
members = and especially the younger among these, the world over, to go out to the

two thirds of mankind who, as yet, have not been offered the opportunity to know Chrizt?
to acculturate?

Will it take a stand on what we think is one of the necessary supports of such moti-
vation — namely the missionary sending Institutes? What will silence on this point imply

B) Will it provide criteria for discernment of gcod from evil, of Gospel values from cothe
values, for Christians living in local cultures?

C) Will it provide guidelines for action as regards our relationship with the Worla?

How can we express our solidarity with whatever is human through dialogue, development
and liberation efforts, conscientization and animation roles? How can we express our
specific service to the same through evangelization? Qur continuing the Lord's work
through our Incarnation in the local cultures?

Will it be humble and take note of the fact that, in diccussing these relationships we
have not invited the "other part" ~ i.e. the pecople who 2o not know Christ = to join the
debate and expose us to their thinking?

Will it be an expression of the little flock or one of ghe huge herd?

We are conperned because we are convinced that so many "irons in the fire!" are going

to produce only a flash in the pan if we do not decide to stand up and sit on the Evan~
gelization stool: the theology of preserving the faith tells us to stop worrying and go
on with the job of giving it to those who do not have it.
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LVANGELIZATION IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD

A summary of the Report on the Theological Aspect of the Thoume
by Cardinal K. Wojtyla of Cracow

ILTRODUCTION

Experiences having been exchanged we must now consider thce theological questions that
aiise. The main one is: how do we treat evangelization theclogically. We must answer this
question, since evangelization is in a sense the very lire of the Church.

CHURIST'S MANDATE

Any theology of evangelization must envisage the latter as the Church carrying on the
work of the Apostlies given to them by Christ himself. bBvangelization consists in announe-
ing the Gospel to all men and getting all nations to build up their own Churches by use
of the Sacraments and especially the Bucharist (a new definition of evangelization! - Ed.)
It ultimately derives from Christ and the Faschal mystery. Evangelization must be keryg-
matic, sacramental and within the Church. It must be dynamic in the Holy Spirit; those
wiic are sent to do this work propagate the faith with the help of God's grace., 5o if
faith is a theological theme the mission by which it is spread is also theclogical and cf
prime importance,

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT .

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit would complete the work initiated by His Passion
gpd Death. Christ is .still sending the Spirit to transmit His message; the message comes
from the Spirit and not from human knowledge or experience* we who continue the Apostles!
werk are witnesses of Christ by preaching His Word and in spreading the sacramental life
in common union with the Church., The result: living faith turcugh charity.

THE CERTAINTY OF FAITH

The evangelizer (who may be any member of the Peoric of £od) requires a true and cer-
tain faith from those evangclized. Though faith comes from God it has also a human element,
fer man has voluntarily to accept the totality of Revelation. The authority of the Church
comes in here for, as in the time of the Apostles, it imust guarantee the certainty of
falth by ensuring that it is the Gospel of Christ - and not human opinion - that is
taughte.

Doctrinal certainty is an absolute necessity as, wdcr tihe inspiration of the Spirit,
we chbark on dialogue with those of another, or no, faiti. Cthirwisc we may be tempted
into unwittingly making concessions on matters of faith. Only if we have certitude can
we truly inform the other party of our positions and understand where they agree and dis-
agree with us. ‘
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A far as those to be evangelized are concerned it must e renlized that it is God's
wiil that all men be saved. This dcmands that all Christians involve themselves in evan-
geiization. And though we esteem all other religions we rust seck to make even implicit
faith explicit, if we are to follow Christ's mandate and Christ's office i.e. in its
priestly, prophetic and royal aspects. The whole Church muszt b in a state of mission.

We must assert against those whe _ say otherwisc that faith is both possible for,
and needed by, the human spirit. "De. Libertate Religicca™ asseris the connection between
faith and human dignity. No authority has a right to irmprse a sarticular faith nor has it
a right to forbid evangelization., Truc human dignity dumards tac right to seek the truth.
Anthropology has shown how important faith has been in san's silf-development and cultural
creativeness. There is no truc humen culture which 1-cks a relationship with God.

ili COMMUNION WITH THE CHUECH

The mandate given to the Apostles is today exercised iy th: Church. It believes and
evangeliges, is believed and is itself cvangelized. To realize itself it must evangelize,
te ever the same while ever renewing itself. It annoumccs the nows of the Christ-God in
nistory and proclaims itself as the Mystical Body of that samc Christ. In it God relates
to man uniquely. It is the sacrament and instrument in Christ, initing man to Ged and
man to man. This involves inviting the wholc of humanity into the Church, the Body of
Christ. The Church, of course, is not an end in itself but a mcans of achieving the unif-
ication mentioned above.

Christians must always be reminding themselves of the Gospel truths and must seek to
apply them to every aspect of human rcality. But the rpain rocsponsibility for evangeliza-
tion must belong to the bishops, who carry out their task in wnion with priests, deadons,
Religious and laity. But, despite the contribution which can ard should be made by the
laity, the bishops must pray for and seek vocations to the priesthood and Religious life.

The Eucharist is of prime importance in the task of sclf cvangelization for it makes
tiie work of Redemption present and r.minds us that th. basis of the effectiveness of evan-
gtlization remains the Paschal Mystery., The Cross shoulc rominc¢ us of those who suffer
for the faith or for justice's sake, and unite us with thon.

CONCEPT OF THE WORLD

Christians believe that the world was created by God, subnitted to sin and was then
redecmed by Christ. This world is the objective of evangoliization and the reason for
cvangelization. The Church loves the world and wishes to Lot it sce itself (and mankind)
in the light of God's will. To be cvangclized is the right of the human family but it is
also its duty towards its Redeemer. ‘ ' : :

—

From the beginning of mankind the world has shown oppocition to the salvific plan of
Gode Today the temptation to rejuct God is strengthenced by sccularism and materialism
(beth sractical and. philosophical). We. live in an agc which puts man in the place of God,
the Creator and Redeemer. This point of view frequently includcs clements of the GosPél
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taken out of context and used to counter the full proclamation of the Gospel message. In
cvery field true evangelization is threatened as never beforcs. But we must believe that
the light and strength of the Redeemer's love will overcome all obstacles.

CLVERSION AND LIBERATION

Evangelization aims at faith and conversion, the latter taking place as the fruit of
the former. There must be a conversion of the whole man to God and not a mere intellectual
gxcrcise. A new being must result, one who already sharcs in the divine life and looks to
its fruition in eternal life. This can only be achieved through the preaching of the Word
and the reception of the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist - the greatest source of

divine life.

Faith and conversion must transform human existence here ana now. Conversion must
result in"the generation of God's children in the Son and their maturing by virtue of
the Holy Spirit". The individual and the Church must always bec undergodng this process
of conversion to God. At the same time it must be evangelizing the world. Only those who
are truly converted to God can be called "liberated", for they alone can discern between
yood and evil and choose the good. Mere natural "liberation" can lead to moral slavery.
Cdnvgrsion has the power to liberate from such slavery, a powsr deriving from Christ's
work of Redemption and confided to Fis Apostles and thuir successorse. This liberation is
net given to the individual for himself but for use in doing good.

LIBERATION IN THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SENSE

This may not concern the Church's mission directly but it is connected with the role
of the Church in promoting justice and peace in the world and thus indirectly comes with-
ir: the ambit of evangelization (se¢ Social BEncyclicals). - Let us seek the true liberation
(mentioned above) and insist in the dignity of the human person c¢reated in God's image
and redeemed by Christ, in all arcas of lifea.

ETERNAL SALVATION AND HUMAN PROMOTION

The task of evangelization is intimately connected "with the hope of eternal life”
(Titus‘1/2), and hence the Church, a pilgrim in this world has an eschatological tendgncy
and feels united with the heavenly Church. Individual Christians must give witness of
their belief in the eternal life to which they are calicd by their behaviour here and now.
Ti:1s involves promotion of the best interests of man in this world and theé Church has
always proclaimed this truth. There is no dichotomy butweensecking eternal salvation and
at thne same time seeking conditions for a truly human existende in this world. "God is
iove", and those who wish to witness to Christ must not only have but live love. Love of
God and love for one's neighbour are inextricably linkeds OQur aim must be to see man for
what he truly is and not according to what he possesses.

CONCLUSION .

jhe theological concept of evangelization though remaining essentially identical will be
differently applied in the new Churches and in the Churches where Christianity is alreacdy
many centuries old. Our notion of evangelization will also influence ocur relations with othes
Christians, with the followers of non-Christian religious and with non-believers. The expe-
riences we have heard indicate that there are men everywhere who welcome salvation and en-
counter God in Christ and His Church. And everywhere Christ’s mandate (Matt. 28/%8) is ful-
filled through the power of Christ's Spirit. To receive the full strength of that Spirit all
evangelizers must resort in prayer to Mary, Mother of Jesus and of the entire People of God.




SEDGS 74/666

& CRITICAL LOOK AT THE SCHEMA BY MGR. ANGELO FERNANDES, AB. OF W DELHI, INDIA

The Archbishop found it gratifying that the document prescntcd by the Cardinal high--
lighted the action of the Spirit in the world, even outside the visible Church. But, that
granted, he found many defects ir. the paper.

le The theology of Vatican 11 treating the Church as the primordial Sacrament has become
viscured, and its function is reduced to preaching and giving the Sacraments. The Church
as thc sign of the union of man with God and of the wnity of mankind is scarcely visible,
a$ the old pre-Vatican 11 idea of the Church reasserts itsclf.

2. Evangelization seems to be reduced to preaching the Word, witnessing by life and ad-
ministering the Sacraments.

3+ There is no mention of the nccessity of integrating inter-religious dialogue into the
concept of Evangelization - though this idea figured largely in the earlier debate.

4., The eschatological aspect of the Church has been over-stressed to the neglect of the
Church's obligation to respond to the call of humanity for justice, liberation and a
truly human life in this world,

5. "Conversion" is limited to conversion to the Church rather than to God. This makes the
document Church-centred instead of Christ-gentred.

&6, Bcumenism scarcely gets a mention though the Synod had come to see that "the mystery
of the Church" was also to be found in other Christian Churchcs.

7; The worst omission is the absence of any real theclogy of the local Church, the impor-
tance of which the Synod had recognized. Hence there is no mention of pluriformity, diff-
crent types of ministries or basic communities.

8e¢ This document cannot stimulate the Fathérs to seek to answer the crucial questions
which the World is putting toc the Church.

The Archbishop concluded by expressing the hope that thce Synod would go beyond the
document presented and reach out to those who are waiting to cncounter the Lord.

4ND A CRITICISM BY ARCHBISHOP TH1ANDOUM OF SENEGAL

[

' Archbishop Thiandoum gave his full support to those African bishops who in the synod
have called for the indigenisation of their Church, but he recognised this process could
be beset by difficulties, H2 identified the three main features of indigenisation as
the need for local church life to be centred in the Gospel, its Africanity and its hier-
archical community with the Pope.
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I!:¢ archbishop defended the claim by Africans for mors say in liturgy, theology and
matters of Church organisation and discipline, and he opposed the notion that such a
frocoss of Africanisation of the Church meant that there was no further need for miss—
ioparics. In effect, he was arguing that Africanisation was nct a form of racism, but a
legitimate demand in accordance with both the Second Vatican Council and the spirit of
decolonisation.

Ao , . . . . .
Migsionaries were needed as cocperators with Africans, he saild. Africanisation of the
Church did not mean that Europeans would not be given positicns of responsibility, but
priority would be given to Africans in areas where Church personncl were available.
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THE SYNOD DISCUSSION OF THE REPORT ON THE THEOLOGICAL ASPECT OF EVANGELIZATION (See 74/¢03

The Tathers addressed themselves to the Report according to the themes contained therein.
e have grouped them under general headings and tendcncies, but of course individual spea-
Yer: mentioned more than one topic.

1-

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

Mgr Carter (Canada) dwelt on the Christian vision of the pluralism of our times. Its
variocus dimensions emerged from:

a) Pentecost: same ilessage, variocus tongues (culture)

b) The Eucharist : people from various groups in onc group; model of human brotherhcod

c) The Gospels: same faith in Christ, different ingles (cf first churches)

d) the foundations of Christian Commumnity: solicerity with the poor: salvation comes
through these because it is here that brotherhood "happens".

e) Prophecy: - this helps us overcome the temptation of forming exclusive groups.

The Church needs a strong central authority an< a gtvle of government which coordina-
tes the creative energies of its People. But it zlso needs decentralization: the stren=
gth of the centre depends on that of the periphery and this is strong only to the ex=
tent that it feels trusted and recognized by the centre. This is why we make ours the
pleas of the Asian and African Bishops for more lieeway in adapting the Message to their
cultures.

Mgr Tomasek (Czechoslovakia) explained how the E:ly Spirit was the soul of evangelizaw
tiong

a) the call to the prophetic mission should be ypresented as such

b) evangelization “happens" in lives permeated by the Spirit

¢) and this calls for prayer

d) conversion, the aim of evangelization "happens" thrcugh commmnion with the Spirit.

e) and thus the Gospel is always a novelty: it brinms #urth men renewed (converter)
by the Spirit.

Total liberation cannot emerge from only political and nconomic factors.

Mgr Tzadua (Ethiopia) stressed the prophetic sice of evangelization: witness to the
Gospel, condemnation of evil, refusal to be silont —= even at the cost of losing one's
position. Magnanimity, humily, gentleness in imethod, wisdom, prudence and strength
in doctrine.

Card. Duval (Algeria) declared that the theology of evangelization was based on faith
in the omnipresent action of the Spirit in the conscicnses of individuals and greups.
It should accept the doctrine of St Justin and the Alcxandrian Father on the "secds

of the Word" sown in the universe. All has been created by and for Christ {Col 1),
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The conseguences:

a) respect for the consciences of individuals has = supernatural base

b) the first step in evangelization is to discern the fruits of the Spirit in these
consciences and to drav up the list of the supernatural values found in other ro-
ligions. The apostolate is the coming together of men who share .hopes problems,
duties and gifts received from God, and who secek to move together towards God.

c) there is a visible and a spiritual Church. The latter is coextensive with mankind.
The apostolate should recognize the fruits of the Spirit outside the visible Churcth
Which does not seek its interests but disinterestedly serves mankind, It is "exta-
tica" (Paul VI, Synod 69) - i.e. living only if it moves out of itself in its re—
lationships with Christ and with men.

d) fraternal charity is a sign of the presence of the Spirit in the Church.

The Certainty of Faith

Patriarch Ignatius Peter XVI (Batanian) thought that it was perhaps time to tell thca-
logians to respect the Magisterium. Confusion did not help evangelization.

Mgr. Doumith (Lebanon) highlighted two problems:

a) a "credo" is as necessary as everj faith is not a mere ideclogy but a gift of Jud
and as such seems to imply obedience to a body of doctrine.

b) if the first purpose of mission is to change the world, freeing it from political,
economic and social oppression, then there would be littde place for the eschato-
logical side of salvation.

Mgr. Ablewicz (Poland) remarked that a model catcchism was needed to clarify the cone

cept of evangelization. And it should not contain too many secular objectives and scr.

vices. We must not secularize the Gospels Here verticalism was always more important
than horizontalism. Evangelization involved not only a 2uty to proclaim but also 2 mo
ral imperative to accept. '

Mgr. Holland (U.K.) lamented the confusion which reigms in teaching the Faith, Bishop:

are often too silent. And yet, the Faith camnot bhe deduce” from experience. It has to

be "given" to it by some authority. This particularly affects youth.

Card. Staffa remarked that faith needed a base of certainty and objected to the fact

that so many theclogians go out of their way to propose evidently fallacious things

(in Christology, ecclesioclogy etc.).

In communion with the Church

Card. Wright noted that the instruction of adults is today practically limited to the
Sunday homily. It should be delivered in such a way as to:

a) communicate thé message of the whole Person of Christ

b) refer to the core of the Faith: the Mystery of Christ

c) relate to the life situaticn of the people.

The language should be Modern and note should be taken that biblical terms are not
those of modern man.
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Card. Garrone stated that :
a) the revelation of Christ is inseparable fr~. that of the Church, especially in thec

light of the witness of the Word, fellowship, Eucharist and prayer.

b) sin is strangely absent from the working paper; it was not so in Christ's preaehing,
- Bin must be recognized and detected.

Card, Felici reminded the Synod that the Gospel is alsc an inspired book, that evan-
gelization cannot "happen" without tradition an the Mzagisterium. The institutional
side of the Church should come in, too = especizlly insofar as the Apostles were given
the task of governing = besides those of evangelizing and sanctifying.
Mgr. Schlagter (Nicaragua) suggested that the final Jocument be written in simple lan-
guage and that it take note of liturgical singing, because this is appreciated by youth
Mgr. Arrieta Villalobos {Costarica) stated that the Church can count on Women Religious
and the Laity in the current crisis. We would like Rcligious Institutes to train more
of their members for evangelization. We should call in the laity with urgency for the
same task.

The World and Specific Cultures

Fr. Weakland stressed the need to bring together the unity of faith and the plurality

of its expressions in local cultures. An answer:

a) accept the whole, Risen Christ

b) accept the fact that cach culture will be "converted" by Gospel values

c) accept the fact that neither Gospel nor local culture is static.

Plurality is a blessing as long as it reflects »artial views of the same thing., Its

various "parts" should be complementary rather than in opposition.

Patriarch Hakim noted that after the break with the Ernst, the Catholic Church became

Roman and this ~ with the absence of the missicnsry thrust in the Oriental Churches -

inhibited its evangelization activity. Vat. II, however, has opened the way and we

should

a) insert the Eastern Churches in the missicnary movement, refusing to make rites an
obstacle

b) change our mentality as regards patterns of zpostolate : many problems could find
a solution in the Eastern Tradition

c) combine, in our Message, Vestern thinking and Eastern spirituality

d) not soft=pedal the Orthodox Churches in cur ecumenism

e) consider as positive the presence of Bastern Churches in Latin areas.

Mgr. Jenko (Yugoslavia) stressed that the Gospel was addressed to the will and to the

heart, as well as to the mind. Modern man is stccessively conditioned by a) the family

b) the school c¢) migration, d) public opiniom e) secularism. Let us not add to this,

theological confusion: as in dhemical laboratories, froedom should be allowed to theo~

logians, but on the market, we should only present what is tested and approved bv the

Magisterium, :

Mgr Schmitz (Perd) reminded the Synmod of thc histerical, communitarian and cultural

dimensions of evangelization. The first dimension 3

a) catches man as he lives now : in Perd, as he who claims the right "to be man",
This is part of the salvific Plan of God. Salvation is not in contrast with Men's
liberation but promotes it.
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b) catches man in his social dimensions : in Peril Christizms are led to the "comyre-

mise" with those oppressed by the injusticc «f thé social order. This is the Feao
. s8is of the Incarnation and Paschal Mystery <. ihe Lord. '

To evangelize is to proclaim and to work so thet this ;roclamation changes the world

Card. Munoz-~Vega (Ecuador) spoke of the functicis of theclogy: explore and purify th

sources of Revelation. It shruld also respond to currcnt problems: secularization, 1.

beration and the link between Christianity and local cultures. It should witness to

unity and shoutd ask for the help of other disciilines in communicating its findings.

Patriarch Beltritti {Jerusalem) recommended prudcnce -md moderation in adaptaticn an

suggested that pilgrimages to the Holy Land cculd he organized in such a wvay as to

promote evangelizaticn. .

Card, Taguchi (Japan) pointed to signs of the tincs in Japan: many are searching for

meaning in life; many are reading the Bible; the quest for religiosity and harmony i1

Shintoism § the conviction of the inadequacy of this 1lifec in Baddhism ; love of re-—

latives and tradition in Confucianism.

Card, Doepfner (Germany) spoke about:

a) the concept of the Worll in post-concilicr theology: the impression that scicace
and technology would make man fully "master of hie destiny'" has given way to one
of perplexity and anguish vis=a~vis the "mess" he wmade of them, This is wherc fall
could come in. Secularization may not be irreversible.

b) evangclization today has to 3
-~ take man in all his dimensions
- affirm that God'is the only guarantee of his diimity and happiness
= strengthen the sense of guilt and consequent forgiveness
« affirm that man wish regain his freedom cv.iv i+ ue desires his excesses.

Mgr. Kuo (China) said that the Church in born of cvargclization, that evangelizatinm,

above all, is born of witness, One sure way of ovancsiizing is acculturation: Chinecc

ideclegies open the wWay to the faith., The signs: one Ged, moral precepts, quest for
interior life.

Mgr Zoa (Cameroon) informed the Synod that hic ~ricrity was the indigenization an’

"rooting" of the Church in the whole Cameroocn and tlhic implied a mobilization of 11

the People of God. Care was being taken to strencthen local commanities, Here the

main responsibility of Priests was turning ocut te be the training of local leaders.

Priests were thus becoming "itinerant" apostle:n,

Conversion and Liberation

Cards, Kim {Korea) stated that primary evangelivation was still valid in his arca. “he
Church must exist not for itself but for the life of the world. In asia it must pro-
sent itself to youth and thc poor as a dommunity which offers itself to help solvo
man's problems, Evangelization will be effective when we reconcile all men, rencw il
things, demonstrating the power of the Resurrectior -y the advance of justice in tiz
world. ‘

Mgr. Padiyara (the Malabareed stressed the impcrtance, in India, of preaching by cur
very lives. Sunday Catholics do not evangeliici weither do ostentatiously rich Crtheo-
lics. We need pecople who seek tec initiate Chrizt.

Bishops could be allowed to leave their offices, after five or ten years, in ordicr

to be able to devote themselves entirely to the ministry of the Word.
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Development and Salvation

Mgr. Benitez Avalos (Paraguay) stated that evangelization should be concerned with
the whole domain of faith. It should thus embracc catechesis., Its method should sti-
milate our talents for criticism and should sherpen our consciences, To respond to
the needs of Latin America, it should be rooted in history, and it should free man
from sin to lead him to Christ, today.

Card. Conway (Ireland) referred te signs that there will be a post-secularist age,
when men will look for the meaning of life denics to them by secularisme In this vi-
sion, we should stress the eschatological side ¢f the Gospel, fully aware that the
earthly side -~ tho struggle for justice and humanization-is no less essential (evcn
if subordinate).

Card, Gray (Scotland) thought that the document should stress that ;

a) those who do not know Christ do not know Cod's love for men and hence do not know
all about man's dignity; hence we should not be toc optimistic about those who are
outside the Church.

b) salvation has a sccial dimensioniwe are save:! "together", in commanity.

c) God has a right to be recognized and honoured by men and the Church must strive

to achieve this end,

Card. Poma (Italy) referred to three crucial issues
a) the ecclesial dimension of evangelization : the Church is subject of evangeliza-

b)

c)

tion. It also guaranties its content through apostolic succession and commmunion.
the place of theology in ocur commitment to evangetization: it helps sharpen our
grasp of its content but only if it keeps contact with local situations; it deci-~
phers the signs of the times.

the links between evangelization and human Jevelopment 3 these are rooted in Re-
demption, charity, justice.

Mgr., Trujillo (Latin America) highlighted links bctween Kingdom and Progress

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
£)
g)

h)

the Church helps Progress by proclaiming the Gospel

all progress happens because of the Risen Christ acting is history

salvation starts here, in history, becomes prcrcsonal, ends in the eschaton

it becomes perscnal in our relationships with other men

integral liberation aims at salvation (freedom from evil, identification with Christ
human liberation involves all dimensions of life

in these, it means the activation of Redemption in the person and the group

it is a response to the hopes of the people = especially af those who suffer.

In lLatin America, we understand injustice as sin; the Gospel as a call to conversion
and reconciliaticn; we see our main task as conscientization and the free proclamation
of the Gospel. We refuse violence.

There are dangers:

-

the Church becomes a service to Revolution

use of Marxist analytical method

dichotomic vision of society: two classes in struggle

revolutionary movements are seen as the protagcnists of the history of salvation
theology as service tc one class against another and as an instrument of revolt.

Card, Rosales (Philippines) stated that we have to come back to the fact that we

pr
He
He

each the Crucified Christ, the only Mediator betweecn God and Man.
confirmed the common teaching on inter-Church communion,and human development.
made a plea for a better understéanding of popular religiosity and of local problems.
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General Guidelines

a)

b)

Card. Arns (Brazil) offered a few guidelinez :

we should not be comiitioned by any ideology

youth is attracted by the Biblical trio : the strucgle for justice, solidarity
and peace : o

the people are touched by goodness and uniorstaniing
Christ frees us from sin = even from collective sin
Salvation is proclaime.l - in season and cut of seasem § by each and every bas-

tized; every day of the week, cvery place. Church 1nst1tut10ns should be prescrv:
only if they help the Salvation of men.
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REPORTS FROM THE LANGUAGE GROUPS

CHGLISH WORK GRQUP "AM

a) Primary Evangelization. This Synod should declare forcefully and unequivocally that the
evangelization of those who have never known Chrict continues to be an urgent necessity
and duty of the entire Church. Evangelization is carried cut primarily by Christ beccming
incarnate in individuals and groups who, having acceptecd and adhered to Christ and His
Gospel, exercise a direct missionary role by penetrating the society in which they live
as a leaven, The proclamation of the Gospel by word and example, by overcoming both per-
sonal and social sin, by promoting total human development, and by encouraging positive
human values as a road to Christ is the duty of every Christian.

There must be matual support among all the local Churches hecause they are all in need
of one another regardless of what their actual condition may be. '

b) The local Church. While the term "local Church", in its strict sense, means the diocese,
it may also be used in a broader sense to designate the Church in a given nation or region.
Yhile there must be an essential and visible unity within the Church, there also is and
mist be a true pluriformity because of profound cultural differences which exist. As sta-
ted in Christus Dominus local Bishops have the right and authority to provide adequately
for the pastoral needs of their dioceses.

¢) Youth. The Evangelization of Youth is of such importance that it should be considered in
conjunction with the family, Adults, without abonding or compromising their own convic-
tions and perspective, must try to understand young people, show genuine concern for their
problems and aspirations, help them to see that the Christ whom they are seeking an< the
Gospel values they cherish can be found in the Church.
Youth mist be evangelizers in their own right, both among their own peers and others.

a) The pastoral care of nonwpracricing Catholics. There has bceen a decline in the practice
of the faith, although it seems to be greater in the more industrialized and urban areas
than elsewhere. The causes of the decline are many: secularism, permissiveness, the erosion
of family life, the breakdown of the closed society in which many Catholics lived in the
past, a misﬁnderstanding of what freedom of conscience means, etc. To obviate this, the
Church must. involve herself in: (a) the formation of a more mature faith and the develop~
ment of a more intense prayer life at all levels in the Church; (b) leading the lapsed to
see that truly human values are fulfilled in Christian life.

@) The fami y. Intensive pastoral care must be provided for the family as the basic unit of
society.

ENGLISH WORK GRQUP '"B"

1) Interior life. From its very nature, namely collaboration with Christ in the promotion
of God's Kingdom, it is obvious that Evangelization is impossible without a gemuine in-~
terior life, characterised by a spirit of contemplation. This spirit of contemplation,
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however, mast relate toc the commnity and its meeds, to tk: needs and aspirations es -
cially of young people, both in regard to prayer =l cuncexi. for the poor and for sccizl
justice and reconciliation. )

If youth will not come to cur eucharistic celebration we must seek him out by sending mer
and women of prayer who can nurture the Faith he h:s. The thirst for community leaders
trained in spiritual theology, and constantly availabls guidance and spiritual directicn,
Obstacles to conversion can be found also in some instituticns and practices of the Clhmure
which must work tirelessly at its own renewal. In this regard, Bishops must give the leca:
gtriving to grow in the spirit of contemplation, corvmmity concern, and care for the necr
irith special applicaticn to their fraternal relaticns with their priests,

i'issionary evangelization. Though attitudes to missicnary evangelization have changod?,

(a2 shift from the former idea of saving individual souls, greater respect for other v¢-
ligious beliefs and freedom of conscience, missicnary evangelization remains as necessar
1s ever, As long as pecple do not know Christ, they must bte given the opportunity «f hee-
ring the Good News. The motivation for missionary evangclization must be an urgent desive
to work for God's glory, tec cooperate in making kncwn the mystery of Christ and realisin
Cod's plan, to elevate and unite all mankind in Him. Tt must be founded on the convice
tion that the best way to keep the faith is to share it with others, Methods of micszic-
nary evangelization must be reconsidered and seriousn thcught must be given to the cro:
as soon as possible, under God's guidance of self-rrinistering, self-supporting and scli-
propagating local communities.

The local Church. Though for reasons derived fron eriscopal ministry and canon law, .o
is a tendency to identify the local Church with the Jdiocese, a more flexible approach ic
recommended in which the term "local Church" can be applie’ to any ecclesial commnity
below the level of the universal Church, provided it has special characteristics ana

a certain cohesion, besides the means necessary for survival and growth. Because of va-
rieties of human culture (whlch, in virtue of the sacramenrtal principle must be reflcc—
ted in the life of the Church), pluriformity shoul’ normally appear in theology (wh;ch
relates to life}, in methods of evangelising and catechising, in liturgical exprescicn,
in forms of ministry, and administration. There arc many areas in which local Churchos
can and should take the initiative. In such areas therec should be honest dialogue houwzel

local Churches and the Holy See,

Situation of Man and Evangelization. Christian iiboratiem should lead to a better ~onlit

of human life together With an opening to transcendental reality. Liberation from siw
essentially contains liberation also from the sccial and pclitical consequences of <in.
Those who wish tc promcte liberation ought to bring Christian principles to the henrt
their every action and instituticn. It remains true that in authentic evangelizaticn the:
can be no dichotomy between the service of God end the service of man.
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ENGLISH GRQUP *C"

The group considred it opportunsz to accept withcut any discussion whatsoever the enuscmblie
of interventions and syntheses from the first part of the¢ Sy.aodal document. That position
was suggested by the conviction that both interventicns and syntheses should reflect cf-
fuctive experience in matters of evangelization an< that tlv's it would be the task of the
iroup to passon immediately to evaluating problems s¢ as to formulate suggestions and
practical proposals regarding problems brought out by the evangelisation experience illus-
trated by the individual Fathers.

The work group then attended to some questions concerning the theme of the "local "Church"
in so far as it is of particular interest to the members of the group and in so far as it
is connected with the themes of "basic community”, "pastoral care" and "non-practicing Ca-
tholics".

Given that the term "local Church" is somewhat ambijucus, the Group adopted in its place
the expression "particular Church" intending this in the light of the conciliar decree
“Christus Dominus",

It was agreed that it is necessary to adapt some asiccts of the life and activities of
the Church to particular needs of individual pecples =n.' cf various cultures without ne-
vertheless prejudicing the universality and the imrutability of the faith of the Church.
The group brought out the need for an opportune aprlicaticr of the principle of subsidia-
rity to all the problems inhercnt in the culture, customs and ..

the traditions the of diffcrent pcoples who are to be evangelised. This can be facili-
tated through a harmonious balance between the excrcise of authority of the particular
Church, as was provided for in the decree om the Lastern Churches.

In the light of these premises the group advanced s.me r~ractical suggestions, replying
concretely to individual questions on the liturgy, ccclesiastical discipline (from conse-
titutional law to common and particular law)}, the catechesis, ministries and orders.

"Basic Communities" present very different characteristics from place to place; any ge-
neral rule concerning them risks creating confusion. They should be encouraged as long
o they move within the =2cclesial community and in ¢lrose communion with the episcopate.

Without claiming to offer a panacea to all problems, ike work group appeals to all those
who have pastoral tasks in the Church = to bishops, priects, religious and muns - to
cormit themselves to restoring the Church to the image of the poor and merciful Chrict,
the humble servant, full of concern for man's needs and cternal salvation,.

FRENCH WORK GROUP "A"

[. Evangelization of the young
A - Proposal regarding the facts. a) It is not necessary to exaggerate the difficul-
ties of today's young. They are not universal and then again youth presents many
positive elements. b) They want their problems tc besolved in a suitable key =nd
not with an adult mentality. c) They doubt the authenticity of the structures and
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the sincerity of adults. d) They request the Church t< pay close attention to their
researches but expect the Church to reaffirm her own cortainties, e) They wish thc
Bishops to give, more than the dJdoctrine of tha f=ith, the witness of it in their
personal lives,

Suggestions advanced in the form of pastoral vi1cinsiticrns. Right from the cutset the
youth pastoral must be bascd on the values which thev most esteem and consider ¢--
nuine: authenticity, altruism, generosity, tle quest for justice.s..

The whole ecclesial community must welcome thes: young people —=— and in the firsw
place by adults with understanding and by passinr on their own experiences.,

Young people should be stimulated to he evangelizers, cach according to his abilitic
It goes without saying that families, the schools, esyecially Catholic schools,
youth associations, should follow their activities. Audio-=visual methods, sports arne
holidays should be used more, Special attention should »e paid to young immigrant
groups.

Jl. Nonepracticing Catholics

H

B.

As regards the reasons which explain why some Christians have lapsed from litur“ical
and sacramental practice, the following was broucht out: I) if some have lost tucir
faith, others demonstrate disaffection towards tic Church, and especially towar: s
worship. 2) Many are disturbed by the confusion of idcas and by very generalise’
doubte 3) Others have lost the sense of the sacrel uwnder the influence of seculrricr
while still others have retained certain affection for the sacred content of thoir
own pagan traditions. 4) It was recalled that mar is horn a pagan and is always i:

need of evangelization.

Some proposals to remedy this. I) first place shoul?l be given to Evangelizatiorn an’
personal contact with thc Lord Himself should be intensified. 2) greater care simll
be taken in preparaticn for the sacraments with the joint help of young people nnr.
adults, with a sense of responsibility but witiout taking up too much time. 3) The
importance of the mass media offers the opportw.ity tc ask the Synod to proclaim
solemnly the urgency and the necessity of tais new wry of cvangelization. 4) That
Bishops take up their responsibility in this arca in regard to use of the socia® ¢ n
munications media destined for evangelization. 5) The ancient Churches should help
the new Churches to prepare competent perscrnel and jprovide the technical possibi-
lities of access to the mass-media. In the name of social justice it will be neco~-
sary to ask for access to the mass-media to serve the public in those regions ir
which access to the Church is totally denicd.

TiI. Interior Life

A

~

Prayer. I) The spirit of prayer authenticates cvangelization because it shows ot
its divine origin. It iz not just a dialogus between the individual and God but -

radical act of evangelization. 2) The Syncd exhorts priests to continuously inar:asec
the fervour of their lives through a deeper communior. in private and commnity _+
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Regarding conversion. Special attention is drawn tc the obligation to give a greater
witness of poverty, and to have greater faith in Divine Providence in a period of
hedonism and headlong pursuit of earthly goods. A further recommendation to the
Bishops. is that of evangelical serenity which keeps tlhem from being overpowered by
pressure groups (public pressure, theological currents ). Finally, it was hoped that
Bishops would always have a total disponibility towarc everyone.

FRENCH WORK GROUP "B"

I) The local or rather the "particular" Church. It is the one which exercises evangeli-

2)

cal service in a particular human community, in communion with all the other parti-
cular Churches which constitute the Universal Church. Its task is to incarnate the
Gospel in the culture and in the mentality of the concrete community in which it <-e-
rates, in such a way that the fundamental unity of faith, of cult and of discipline
can be expressed by every people in its own particular manner.

The diversity of situations brings with it an equally great diversity of practical
attitudeses.Therefore,.in reference to the prescriptions of the Council {already car-
ried out in part) it is asked that the exercise of the Bishops! ordinary, proper an:*
immediate power be acknowledged, and that reservations be resorted Y- T
to only in case of absolute necessity. In addition it is requested that acknowle 'y z-
ment be given to the local episcopates'right tc stimulate the formation of a theclogy
truly adapted to the local culture (for example, African, Asian etc.); that therc be
greater liberty of adaptation and creation in the liturgical and disciplinary field
(for example, in the setting up of new ministries, in the method of appointing bishops,
etc.) always excepting unity in necessary an¢ essential things; that all their own
rights be restored to the Oriental Synods and that ~rcater personal jurisdiction be
recognised for patriarchs and archbishops regarding their faithful who are resident
outside their own territory as well as with the right to eventually create new prris-—
hes for them, to erect new eparchs or exarchslnominating bishops, etc.

All this would make catholicity and with it the unity of the Church, of which the
Church of Rome is guardian, appear better.

Dialogue and evangelization. Despite the majcr or mircr difficulties which it prescnts
at different levels, dialogue with other Christians can help Catholics to f£ind a rrn-
found awareness of some aspects of the Gospel,

Dialogue with non-Christian religioms is often difficult, but not impossible, esic-
cially where youth is concerned. To the sincere and respectful recognition of the
latter's positive wvalues and their religious expericnces (from which the action =f
the Holy Bpirit which addresses them towards Christ and towards salvation is not
extraneous) there is added the witness of life, especially by the pastors whose cutc
appearances pf‘power, wealth and prestige can constitute a real obstacle.

Dialogue with atheists and non-believers is always possible as ocne is mostly dealing
with anticlericals whomurture sincere aspirations towards some kind of absolute on’
towards a fuller value of human life., A common meeting ground could be the recogni-
tion of human values {dignity, liberty, justice, etc.) and joint work in favour of

mankind.
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Dialogue with Marxists is often difficult bocause of their ideas on the nature of
religion. Nevertheless there are different concretce forms of Marxism which go froo
the persecution or the instrumentalisation ¢ rcligi~n to more open forms of tcleran
(sometimes not without their dangers). It is rn:.cissiry to bring out some of the thin
we have in common such as love of justice, the -esirc to help the poor, etc. Those
among them who sincerely dedicate themselves t-~ suclh activities are already searchin
for Christ even without knowing it,

3) Liberation and Evangelization. Christ liberated us frow sin and from both personal
and social injustice. Evangelization thereforc necessarily includes announcement of
economic and social liberation, Unfortunately, esneciriiy during the era of colrni-
sation, many preachers seem to have ignored that aspect. The result was that rell io

'

ended up appearing as a tool of those who sought rower in an unjust social order. -
true opiate of the people,

The forces of liberation are often exposed to the Zanger (far from new, it should
be noted) of a certain temporal sort of salvaticn and politicisation which stresscs
only Christ's human aspects while relegating the vertical and Trinitarian dimensai::
of the Incarnation to the background. Today, in addition tc¢ the temptation to 1link
the Church with a specific political power or idcology there is another danger, nc
less serious; that of satisfying public opinion,

For Christians the peaceful struggle in favour of liberation is a duty, whether it
be in the Third World against the socio~economic oppression of colonial structurcs
or in the Second World where under communist regimes there is oppression on the spi-
ritual, ideological, religicus and moral plancs == oppression which all too often
goes unmentioned for fear of public opinion.

4) Evangelization of Youth, The Synod should concern itself in a special way with this
problem, The Clurch must strive to understand the difficult conditions of youth to’ay
getting rid of some elements (even such things as are cnly supposed or apparent)
which alienate young people from us and make sixncere Jialogue more difficult. In ro-
cognising the valid aspirations of youth the Church must show herself as not consti-
tuting an obutacle to the attainment of Christ. The Church must contirually pay nrea
ter attention toyouth, to the poor, to the oppressesl: it must renew whatever in itc
image can deform the image of that poor and frec Christ who was the servant of 11
mankind,

FRENCH WORK GROUP “C"

1) Interior life. The growing need for prayer and interior life which is noted - in
different forms -~ in the Church teoday, does not liave the same significance every—
where, In africa it is rather a progress towards a morc persconal Christian life;

.....

in the West it is a spiritual reawakening an a reaction to secularised and matoric-
listic civilisation, ctc. These are consoling signs of the Holy Spirit's acticr,
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The Synod must therefore invite all levels cof the pecple of God to the spiritual re
newal the Pope has propcsed for the Holy Year. This (<int is of the greatest imrcr
tance for the future of thc priesthood and of the relirious life as new vocations
can spring from prayer comrminities.

Notwithstanding the rcal progress already made; the werk of conversion or reneval
promoted by the Council has not yet had an influcnce in the actions and behaviour of
some ecclesiastical institutions or personnel. This iscredits them and is an cbsta=-
cle to evangelization.

On the other hand, especially among the young, there ic no lack of signs of aspiring
towards sincere conversion: the desire to finl' an authentic witness of life, the Au.
piration towards justice and greater involvement by the Church in favour of the yoor;
the desire for bishops and priests to be truly men of God and for their lives, 1 =
that of their communities and institutions, to be marked by modesty, simplicity -n¢
disponibility ; the desire to assume greater restonsibility; the longing for th:. .°
fective solidarity of Christians with their co-natiorals and in the intermatior-
field in development projects, etc.

The local Church. It is hoped that the work of adaptoation initiated by the COun-:'"

in the liturgical, catechetical, theological, rastoral, and disciplinary fields . Il
be contimued in the local churches with refercnce to their particular conditic:~
their need to strengthen their own personality. On the part of the local Church . 8
is required that, in close union with their Bisgheps, the Christian communities seculd
decide what elements mast be maintained and wvhat must be changed to ensure a livonc
bond between the Gospel and local traditions. For this reason the local churchc. et
show themselves to be highly responsible, creative an< courageous. The more pluvslism
extends, the more necessary it is to strengther bords in essential matters with the
other Churches, with the Pope and with the Ilcly See.

What is required from the other Churches is sclidarity between the new Churches =nd
the older Churches and this can also be pursuc:d in new wvays. It is desired that the
Holy See should intervene in general questicng ont not in particular ones for wiich
local pastors who stimulate zeal and initiatives by exercising their mission in nov-
rishing comminion in the faith are the best Jjudges.

As regards the ministers it was observed that it is fundamental to arouse authentic
Christian communities which, nourished by the Gospel, will have more responsible -em-
bers. Such communities are suited to promote an’ help the catechists, the animators
of commnities, etc.; they should moreover insrtire their own ministries.

Dialogue with the other Churches. The divicic» betveen Christians is undoubted’. ._one-
dalous and obstructs evangelization. Ecumenical dialcrue seems to have sufferec o
slowing down, because of a kind of marginal ecurmenism, working outside the insti-
tutions of the Church. The ecumenical movement can rcceive a new impulse by, ancwc
other things, affirming communion in Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit in a1l

those who have believed and were called Christians for so many centuries, inviting
them to possible common actions like the celebhration of the Word, prayer, the pleige
for justice and peace. It can also be helpecd ty carrving out theological research

-on the significance cf the ministry of comrunicn witn the Supreme Pontiff,, as EBishop

Rome, Patriarch of the West and Paxtor of the Univovral Churchs The problem is raised
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as to whether the Bucharist is the end of or the way to vnity; one would hope
fur greater liberty for the local churches in the matter of eucharistic hospitality,
z1ill with the necessary cution to avoid dangers cof confusion.

GLIMAL WORK GROUP

It was the unanimous opinion of the group that scime of tle .roblems submitted for the
Circuli Minores to examine should be discussed elsewherc, poriicps at the International
Tucenlogical Commission. The Syncd for its part must lLasc it2 conclusions more on theol-
of experienccs wiich ~re most useful to illus-

i

cgical principles than on a compariscn
trote the situational context.

The group centred its reflecticns on three of the . sul cets propeseds 1) The Inter-
ior Life. Noting the multiplication of aspirations fuviuralls to certain forms of medit-
ation, the group summarises its conclusions in a wide arc of ciservations: a) Evangelisa-
tior. insists upon vivid "conwersatio" with the persoral Cod contomplated in His "mystery';
L) The Christian concept of meditation and prayer, stripped of any ambiguity, was spec—
ificed; c) The Gospel demands the urity of the witness of the word and of life; d) The
©fiicacy of the witness of faith presupposes personal "cousccr-tion" to the Gospel of
Juizeus Christ; e) Evangelisation must bring forth apostlce whe are ready to serve divine
truth; £) Bpiritual life must develop to a deep life of faith with the help of the mys-
togogical apprenticeship under the care of a spiritusl Father -nd in pastoral collogquiume.
2) The pastoral care of non-practicing Catholics (Evangclisntion and the Sacraments ).
There are various shades to the worrying problem of trnose members of the faithful whose
identification with the Church is only occasional or gartial. Religious sociology is
stucying its new causes (refusal of the order of valucs propocsed by the Churchi the Church
saemz to smother freedom and remains involved in the yererzl plicnomencn of contestation;
tiie life of the Church does not cnrich personal life; the Church, too involved in her
ecclesial problems does not reveal the salvific presence of Carist and of the Holy Spirit).

Evangelisation must therefore Lighlight the true n-ture and purpose of the Church
whosz: centre is Christ who leads her on the paths of .« ministry of service. Sacramental
;f{ctice should be vivified by catechumenal evangelisaticon while the danger of intellect-
ualisation will find its antidote in the teaching of the neccssary "expressions" or vis—

icle and social realisations of tne life of faith.

3} The evangelisation of the young. Young people, an evermorce conspicuous part of the
population who are disturbed by attacks of unrest and stimulaiting aspirations, must be
cvingelised and encouraged to become cvangelisers in Lawlr own setting. Pastoral care
wliil be devoted to this, using tiw collaboration of M=y cople. The creation of circles
open to the experience of an active Christian life nourisied Ly familiarity with the

Sacred Scriptures must be encouraged.

Feing the first steps of the maturation of the faith, yvoung people will be understood
vith a spirit of "tolerance".

The German language group s$trengly supports schodastic catechesis which is neverthe~
less to be carried out outside the schools. The Episcopal Conrercices are asSked to study
the problem of the young seriously, to explore all the ways of dialogue, and to promote
veclesiastical works for young people. And perhaps it could be asked if a future Synod
shculd not be entirely devoted to the young.
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oANISH WORK GROUP "A"

The basic community. The Synod considers that among the multiple daily manifestations
of Christian life the basic ecclesial communities havc z specific apostolic value. They
o@u, moreover, be an effective instrument for evangelisation ii. the proclamation of the
word of salvation, in Christian testimony and in sacramental 1life...

Because basic ecclesial communities can be considercd such, 1t is necessary that
tliey form a group bound by fraternal ties, animated by tihe proposal to live the Christian
life, so as to manifest themsel¥es as a living body. Liwving in the Spirit of Christ, they
must be integrated into the lacal Church, opened to the Universal Church, in sincere
cormuntion with the pastors. They must also he nourished by the Word of God and by the
Eucharist and be persevering in prayer. Such communitics must have special pastoral care

in order to be truly the leaven of Christian life.

Evangelisation of the young. In recent years the ecclesial community recorded many diff-
iculties coming from young people who very often took an activ.. part in the so-called
"contestation” against scciety and its organisation., Tho Church is called upon to give
an interpretation, in the light of the Gospel, to the profound changes in the last de-
cades. It must act and speak in such a way as to present to the man of today (and above
all to the young) the image of Christ, poor, humble, suffering, and also risen again
and glorious. Many values are to be found in young pcople. Among such values there are
some directed at the transcendent. Many seek Christ, but not always within = the Church.
. Pastors are exhorted to pay special attention to the formation of those who will
liter cngage in youth ministry. And parents especially are also exhorted —-- as are priests
religious and lay people -- not to forget the importance cof the apostolate among young
people. They must provide the atmosphere conducive to leading youth to live a conscious
Christian life in Christ. On their part, young people must become aware of their comm-

itment in the Church toward evangelisation.
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%,

t) Interior life. The efficacy of evangelisation depecnds on the rectitude and intensity
vf the interior life, in which great space must be giv:n to tixw Holy Spirit. The valid-
ity of this affirmation is proved by the efficacy of iie witn:ss of Christian life where
Coristians are denied freedome Thne action of the Bbly Spirit is lso witnessed in char-
ivratic manifestations for the edification of the comwunity, ©.nifestations which must

vu” nowever diminish the evangelical demands. On the rood of interior life all Christ-

l1ans need their Bishops' cownsel, especially in the balance beiweun personal prayer and

currunity prayer.

2) The lacal Church. The group dealt with it in its accepted meaning of particular
Churcli or diocese. It was considered that the Symod should reczil some doctrinal prin-
ciples on the local Church so that its prophetic activities could be better ildluminated.
These are the principles: the strict union of the pzrticular Church with the univercal
Churcni eschatological opening; incarnation in conerete historical and cultural circum-
ztances; incarnation is realised in taking on genuine cultural values, in the increase
«Z treology and liturgy, in legislative pluralism; the “hurch's missionary activity, nc
mattcr what its limits, cannot be described as simple «<oulonirlism. '

RHY

) The basic ecclesial cormunity. Much was spoken of this, especially bringing out
e great variety of experiences. The characteristic actes of their ecclesiality aret
communion with the bishop, unity of faith in participation in the same Eucharist, apen-
ing vp to the entire communitu. They must be inspircd by missicnary zeale. They should
1 = be "ghettos" nor replace the rarochial structurc. The wierarchy must concern itself

vitik assisting these communities by providing tryly suitzble ministers.

I

4) Fopular religiousness. Focus must be put on the valid ¢lerocnts of such reldgiousness’
Jirust in Providence, a transcendental sense of life, cdovotion o the Blessed Virgin,
etcu) to impregnate it with other evangelical values such as: a paschal sense of life,
tiw profound unity of man in Christ, full communion ir the l:i*turgy. The Synod must af-

sirns Chat this religiousness must constitute the star! »f the cvangelisation of the men

af our times.

51 !luman liberation and evargelisation. There are wiae and cositive experiences in
.18 area but they nevertheless posc problems which arc as foilowss a} the danger of
;bserbing all Ghristian involvement in its temporal ard pelitical dimension. b) Some-
z1meS political efficiency is assumed as a basic tritcricn of the Church's activities.
.:) There is sometimes the danger of bending a superficizi Faith to thé norms of a mater-
izlistic, hedonistic society based on profit, etc. d) Lome r.cple. especially the young
~ but also priests and religious - feel the temptatirin U assmume Marxism, as a method
of social analysis, turning the faith into an ideology.
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- - TPopular Religiousness

1. Tt constitutes a valid initizl basis for more profound wvangcelisation, but it requlres
jwrilication and greater deepening.
2. dinlthy pastoral pedagogy will intensify its positire arects and sift out the negat-
v .nesSe In that way the faithful can attain a greatur awarcness of revealed truth
v .ooarding God, Christ the Saviour and the Paschal ¥ysters uf L Churche.

“swough a more accurate presentation of the Word of (Gud, the baptised should be more
cupiy integrated into the life of Christ and of the Caurcl. To that end, sacramental
- steral, the various catechumenztes and catechesis can favour better participation.
++ 1 the present context of copposing currents and situations which can destroy popular
r.llziousness, it is urgent to find evangelisers to giv.. zuch velues and dynamism and
“¢lp them all toward the greatest respect of persons.

11 - Evangelisation and Liberation

7. Crncerning the Church's commitment to man's total lile atlDL, the group renews its
)

tzitifulness to the document con justice in the world (1:/1 Syn-d),
2. wvangelisation must =ducate Chnristians so that ir the fisic of men's integral libera-—
ti.: hey assume their responsibility according to their possitility, but ever in an
“wniielic spirit.

3. The Church's fidelity to her mission demands an effeciive syrthesis between the Gos-
zui man's liberation. The danger of loss of faith w’1l thue be avoided, along with
vwquels wherein the Church can find herself being used as o political tool or for
ingies which espouse violences

- announcement of the Gospel begins from the invitstion to a conversion of hearte.
1w reachds thesspiritual transformation of individuals ::ad surroundings however, accord-

-

1 to the spirit of the Beatitudes,
L. ine Church's liberating actiown signifies an optior of hwpe for everyone, but with

o

nrercrence for the poor and the oppressed.

=11 - Evangelisation and Youth

T, Th_ Church must show its love for youth and must koep their sositive disposition to-
wal'G =vangelisation in mind, avoiding every semblance . demagoguelys
2 Hishops must have direct and sincere dialogue with youtih.

He Youth must be formed by fraternal service to the poor.
+. 100 is necessary to help them so that their faith and Christien commitment to apostolic

.+fw ne made stronger.
Tnc fact that they are attuned to the socio-political reality will be taken into con-

b

s...oiation and helped, yet always in the light of faith and heulthy criticism.
~+ ir. the education of youth, greater assistance must be given to the family and to
“hurcherun schools. Likewise, there must be greater care given to catechesis and to pro-
"< 1:..g apostolic group:.

7e ALove all, the Church should present an ever more evangelical and apostolic image, an
irc: which is one of greater puverty, more missionary i mere independent of human
+Cv.re It should be seen moresver, as strenuausly engaged in work for maA!s total libera-

T1olte
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w. 1::2 Church's pastoral program for youth should be irt_grat:id in the context of its
o oboi pastoral.

iV - l'asic Ecclesial Communitics

1. : n3ic Beclesial Communities correspond to a pastora. cgtioun token inm full awareness

o fazt communitary dimensdon inhercaot in both the fait: and Christian civilisation.

i communities should operate in union with the hicrocciy.

2e 1 13 hoped that the hiszrarchy on its part favours 2] hol,.s them toos

5. :i hasic communities receive that kind of help the will re:roduce the image of Christ
27 described by the Acts of the Apostles.

g« 1t would appear opportune to impart pastoral orientotions regarding the nature of

ik communities.

t

1T:01 AN WORK GROUFP

1) lnterior Life. The growing aspiration for the interior 1ifc {even if sometimes in
“rbiguous or emotional forms) alsc displays openness to 5 Chreatian life which is more
caly but which must be proposcd with clarity, courag. -ue irust. Interior life must

r-d
ot e an escape from reality but an opening up to arn illumirziing and dynamic faith; it
it r..cessary to pay attentien to training in prayer i oscetiriosm in the spirit of the

T ter Noster,

2} Ine credibility of the Church and the witness of Christicuis. To the fascination pro-
it the Gospel preached in its entirety there must o added the perscnal and community
s iilness of Christians and of the Churche This ecclesi:> witn.sc must also be exercised
Lriomitment to human promotion. fTo be effective, it require:z certainty in the faith,
Lecrrity and unity in doctrine; the faithful and non-! ..iicvers alike demand it and it 1s
vhorefore necessary to remind 21l these who are respolsiile sor evangelisation to uphold
ity in the faith and fidelity to the Magisterium in i{i¢niosiosl research, in teaching,
i., catechesis, in the use of the mass-media.

5, Uon—practising Catholics and popular religiousnesc. Li gquistion of non-practising

-,

tiiolics is a very serious probicm in the western voric, Ay they are exposed to all the
¢nnyers of secularism, religious indifference and te trhe ow lcte abandonmment of the
“qiine It is therefore urgent to have evangelisatior. - Jthing tie Church itself. Such

wovk of recovery requires the taking up once more of < .tuchurcral institutions in variouc

RIS S Y

The different forms of popular religiousness - volild in themselves and useful to tiw
Jlth and in accordance with the nature of man- shouls not be judged a priori in a neg-

. Five sense but must be encouraged and promoted, purifsing thom of eventual elements
+...ich are irreconcilable with the truc profession of faith aud Christian piety.

g1

I
w5

vte_young. The positive values of which they arc trn. bearcrs, their attempts to matire,
Liriv integration into social life, their willingness to scorifice themselves and to scrv
1., must be recognised. DBut it must not be forgottur tii-t - Lccuase of their age and
ti context in which they live—~ they are also bearcrs, sorefimes in extreme forms, of
Llue shortcomings and deviations of modern seculariscd culiurd.
They shcould be listcned to; the Gospel sihould be prezented to them witnout compromiss
or adaptationsy they should be educated towards responsil:iiity entrusting them with specific
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operational tasks in the Church and society! As regards "basic communities" and their pos-
itive aspects some dangers and drawbacks were brought out; to aveid any misunderstanding
it would be better to call them "small communities", insisting by their bpening to true
nd concrete communion with the Bishop and with the diocesan presbytery, and through

their insertion, in a spirit of serwvice, in the wider parochial community, always open

to the needs of the Universal Church.

5) lutellectuals and culture. Efforts must be intensificd to punetrate modern culture
wiiich is characterised by all-pervading and parely earthly anthropocentrigm—- man-centrod-

ness.,
The presence of Catholics in the cultural and intellictual world is therefore required.

That means, therefore, prgmoting and supporting centres of research and of cultural pre-
paration, the formation and support of intellectuals {pricsts and lay people), the poss—
ibility and access to teaching and to the use of the mass—-media for truthful public infu:-
m2tion, in the exercise and in the defence of the dignity ond rights of the human person.
In tiic Church's pastoral initiatives, institutional and individual dialogue with intell-
ectuals who do not believe must be given its rightful placc.

€) The particular Church and the young Churches-BEvery particular Church of ancient con-
stitution must promote the missionary spirit and activitdes with practical initiatives.
it 1s hoped that there will be the bringing into force of the Council's dispositions for
the young Churches to save and assume the values to be found in the ancient cultures of
their countries.

LATIN WORK GROUP

1) Interior Life. It was stressed that the interiority of Christians and evangelisers be
such that it could open the way to the Spirit and constitute a personal witness to the

truth,
2) Local or particular Churches. The group asked that tnerc be a clarification of terms.
The Fathers nevertheless think that the traditional tcrminology should be kept and that
one snould speak of particular Churches only in reference to the Universal Churche The
particular Churches can in fact accept for the preaching cof the Goapel elements of the
culture, of the history, of the people's tradition, provided that the preaching of the
vvangelical doctrine, the institution of the Eucharist 'nd of the Sacraments, and hier-
archichal unity with the Universal Church are faithfully preserveds
3) Easic Communities. The Fathers wish to have clarification of such terms as "basic
community", "refledtion and prayer groups", "spontaneous groups", etc., in order to be
able to establish what in practice is useful about these groups.
Christians have the right to unite in groups and the hierarchy must make provision
for these associations provided they lead a truly Christian Jife.
4) Popular Religiousness. Understood as an arrangement, nurtured by faith and charity
and in line with healthy tradition, it must be preservcd and cncouraged even if it has
assumed some external forms which are connected to circumstances of time and place.
Liturgical prescriptions should be adapted to such [orms under the guidance of the Bishops.
If instead one means by popular religiousness, forms of syncretism, of superstitiom
or of eleménts which are incompatible with true religion, it is clear that it must be
duly amended. (5)The liberation of Man. Liberation from political, economic, cultural and
other oppression is impossible if it is not based on the liberation from sin brought by
Christ, which remains the prime objective of evangelisation.






