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THE SYNOD

In this issue we present our second Report on Synod 1974, It is more than just a report;

it is also a critical (in the best sense) assessment of the work completed so far. Appendix

A continues our continent by continent summary of the contributions delivered from the flocr
or in writing (and also includes the speeches made by representatives of the U.S.G. and the

Roman Curia). Appendix B gives a precis of Cardinal Cordeiro's Synthesis and concludes with

the Ten Topics proposed for discussion in the 12 language oroups.
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COMING EVENTS
HEALTH MEETING 18 OCTOBER 1974 3 pm SJ GENERALATE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 28 OCTOBER 1974 4 pm ICM GENERALATE
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 5 NOV.BER 1974 4 pm SEDOS SECRETARIAT

N.B.=~ THE ATTENTION OF ALL INSTITUTES (MEN'S AS WELL 43 WOMEN'S) IS DRAWN TO THE HEALTH
MEETING MENTIONED UNDER COMING EVENTS, THE TOPIC IS "THE PASTORAL MINISTRY OF THE

HEALTH WORKER" (see SEDOS 74/575).
PLEASE LET US XNOY IF YOU ARE COMING - AND DC COME !

Yours sincerely,
Fr, Leonzio BANO, FSCJ.
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"

TTTANGELIZATION TODAY

REPORT ON THE I974 SYNOD — N° 2

Te

Half way through the second week (out of four ) the exchange of experiences on evang:sliz
tion in pleanary session has been concluded. We have swmarized (1) for you all the 108§
contributions, as well as the official synthesis (74/640and 74/658). The latter produced
ten topics (74/559) which are being discussed in the 12 language groups (3 English, 3
Trench, 3 Spanish~-Portuguese, I Italian, I German, I lLatin). The second (and final) part
will focus on the theological dimensions of evangelizaticon and was opened in the plena-
ry of Tuesday, Octcber 8, 1974,

THE EMERGING THRUSTS

What has emerged out of the first part ?

a)

a wide ranging panorama of the state of the Church tcday. The stance is Church centre
The World cames in cnly as a nuisance - hindering the work of the Church (and indi=
rectly providing an alibi for obvious failures)s All the issues of Church life of

the past months (and years) were put on the table (see 74/640~657).

this reflects the mind of the Bishops but docs not do justice to thetheme of evinge-
lization. This is, by its very nature, relaticnship to the World - it is something
done for the World. Unless the World comes more into the picture, the Synod will
net get to the heart of Evangelization.

There are indications that this could be done, raul VI invited the Bishops to stirt
with the Trinity. In fact the relationship of the Trinity to the World precedes

that "of the Church tc the World". For the Church came into being only to activate
this: "God so loved the World that He sent His Son" relationship. Timid voilces have
followed this up - even if from other angles. Mgr “'ERER of Austria did pose the cru~
cial question: what does the World mean to the Clurch? Do we accept it as the field
God wants us to cultivate? (74/552) The World rmst not be considered as a nuisance,
Mang Bishops of Asia and Africa, in pleading for more ~peness to the values of local
cultures, moved in the same direction.

Still the signals from the Church=centred camp are stronger. They are right in insis-
ting on interior life, the local church, small communities, non practising Catholics.
These are necessary even if not sufficient conditions for evangelization. But every-

body agrees about this. So why not move on to what secms the essence of evangelizatic
that it'joes out" of the Church to the World,

(I) Cur sources: Oss. Rom. (considered the best prcss coverage) and individual texts

of Bishops'interventions.
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If there is an unexpressec thrust in the first weel’s work it is the urgent need to re
Jress the balance between these three terms by strussing this "going out" and by check
our attitude to this world. This can-must= happen in the theolcgical debate.

An . inside look at "the works'

Why &id this "unbalance" heppen ? After reading betweern the lines of the 108 interven-
tions and analyzing the first reports of the 12 lancuage groups, one could point a fin-
ger to the working documents, It would not be an accusing finger. The document, as we
noted, was positive. But it has definitely conditicned the work of the Synod during
this first week. Why were so many Bishops speaking of the Liturgy towards the conclusic
of their speeches ? Simply because they were fellowing the guideline of the first docun
which put the Liturgy last. They now have a secon:l document — the synthesis of the ple-
naries presented by Card. Cordeiro and the list of the topics (74/658). Again, they are
belng conditioned by them in such a way as to de=focus their approach to evangelizaticr
The Church is still the poipt of departure, even though the synthesis says otherwisze

(see below 74/658-59).

This is serious. But again, there are signs of hope and they should be encouraged, licr
Z0A, last week, told us that the work of the Syncd will be done by its Bishops, not by
its documents. This is precisely the point, and it was made in English Group A, Thcuch
a 3/4 majority is required to discuss other topics than “he ten proposed (74/659)

this Group decided, by unanimous vote, to discuss first evangelization -« and to give it
top pricrity by discussing it first. It was a becautiful caose where docwments are us~’
as means and do not become ends. Other groups unfortunately, just followed them blirdly
even going to the point of didcussing the topics in the order presented (74/659)

Convergences and divergences

The term "primary evangelization" has now crept into the official documents. After heci
tation, in the Aula, on the terminolegy (active, first, pre-evangelization), primary
evangelization is now used to indicate that pattern whicu "gees out" to the person or
group who does not, as yet, know Christ. This is v/at we, in SEDOS, mean when we spoils
about evangelization. The Synod could help us adiust our thinking. In fact it revealed
pluralism heres; henceforth we should talk about "evsmngelizations" rather than of "evan-
gelization" when, as is ocur habit, we focus on the concrete and the practical.

On the other hand, we seem to be out of tune with the Synod when we observe its reluc-
tance to make primary evangelization its primary cibjective. Yhy was it not introduce:
among the ten topics ? Why did the calls of the Africa ar” Asia Bishops to assign pricri-
to, and take seriously, what is of vital importance to two thirds of mankind not fin:

a rightful place in the synthesis?
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This is not a question of speaking up for the missicnery camp. It is one of speakinc up
for the World God loves. /ind which is not represented in the Synod. We know it is a 3uiz-
hop's Synod, but I was once told there were two kinds of BRishops depending on how thel-
mswer the question: "how big is your diocese?":

%) those who give the statistics of the whole population,
b) those who give only those of the Catholics.

I¢ the 1974 Synod overwhelmingly a Synod of the b) cntegnry? Is it not a Synod for Fvan-
gelization 7

The Holy Father himself came back to the essentials on Sunday, October 6:

"The great majority of mankind is still waiting, today, for the Gospel message, One
could almost say that evangelization has only just startcd. It is a dramatic situation.
In many regions, once permeated by Christiamity, the Christian spirit is in decline:
wvhich could be due to the inadequacy and infidelity of some of the''sons of the Kinghicm",
In other regions it is obstructed ... in others again we ¢ not have enocugh modemmis-

sionaries.”

fith October 1974
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APPENDIX 4

SUI'ARIES OF INTERVENTIONS

ASIA (continued)

CLYLON

Card. Cooray deplored the confusion generated by the opinions of some theologians and ©
ovd, in some cases, of Bishops. The authentic deposit »{ Faith has to be preserved, He -
ted out that the Gospel would nct be welcome if evancelization takes the form of the so
nostolate: such a move would raise jealousies and the suspicion of masked proselytism,
It works when we evangelize the poor by our words an: ceeds. Religious must feel fully :
home in this.

IMDIA

ir Fernandes stated that it was the duty of the Church to coffer the world a new vision
its Mission in the new era of evangelization which is already on us. He submitted recez”
experiences of evangelization on the international level: Mcother Theresa, World Fratern
Solidarity, World Conf. of Religious for Peace, Council of Youth at Taizé etc.

Mogr Pe D'Souza said that Indian Bishops had invited youth te bring to the Christian coros
rniity their thirst for truth, honesty, justice and tc face the risks of a new ptyle of 1i
Tesponsibility should bhe passed on to youth.

¥e also noted that many refuse baptism because they think (like Gandhi) that it meant le
2 change of life tha.. a change of socilety @D which one belnnged). Should we insist on o
tism or wait until they dJemand it - perhaps in a generation or two? In any case, more =2..
tention should be given to people who had not lost thr faith but who live outside the n-
mal life of the Church.

Mor Thangalathil reminded tne Synod that, though they had nnt been very active in evango-
iization, the oriental churches could contributet it, in India, through their intense sy
ritual, liturgical and ascetical life style, so acce;tablc tc the India peoples.

INDCNESIA

Card. Darmojuwono spoke of the urgeacy of a reflection on the identity of the local Churc
Very often the universal and the local church are identified with the Western CHurch. Lva
gelization as external witness tc the Word, should start from the practical local condi-
tions of time and pace. Without becoming a "transplant” of the overseas Church, it couvlid
become an "inplant" of the Word of God, incarnating in a specific socioc=cultural context..
thern it becomes dialogue. This healthy pluralism iz nct an obstacle to unity. One ofter o
ked whether the "centre of Rome" can understand, evaluate and Jdecide on the practical wvas.
toral problems (liturgical translations etc.) of other Churches in other cultures,
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The contribution of overseas missionaries was precicus and necessary., But they should strive
to insert themselves into the local community. Matericl means should not upset the locrl
situations = which must become independent of foreign aid.

LAOS

¥or Urkia observed how dialogue with Buddhists had led a menber of Christians to intensify
their contemplative life. He thought evangelisation and! conversion are the causes of th
liberation of the person and a means for human development. It "happened" through procla-
wotion, social service (and the witness it provides). The cross forms part of the life of
the evangelizers: over 20 have lost their lives in recent years.

Catechism(including Sisters) are now officially entrusted with evangelization and many as-
pects of pastoral care,

MALAYSIA — SINGAPORE

¥or Chung Wan Ting stated that the current top prioriiy is the transformation of the Purish
into an evangelizing commuity. In Malaysia, primary evangelization among Muslimg was pro-

iwivited by law. The role of Cathchist is another pricrity. It is not considered as an auxi~
iiary, substitute role but as a fully fledged ministrv.

YHILIPPINES

Card, Rosales noted that youth is now so rmumerous and shows such openmess that we must find
some way to make contact with their "culture". Other priorities are the laity and the family.

THAILAND

Far Xitbunchu observed that the people of his Budchist country admire the educational and
welfare activities of catholics and that the proclamation of the Gospel "happens" during
such activities {and in the liturgy, catechesis and the lay anostolate). The obstacles ori-
ginaté from a certain agnosticism (encouraged by somc Buddhist principles), progress, urba-
nization, and current confusion in theology. Priority is now assigned to the training of
catholics for life and dialogue : Buddhism is particularly sensitive to "living" (rather
than to philesophical "thinking").

TIETNAM (NORTH)

Yar, Tpinh Van Can referred to the shortage of Priests in his country but also to the atte-
chement to the faith of the million Catholics. These open u their annual events (Adoration
.f the Bucharist, Month of May, Christmas Night) to non Christians. Prayer is part and
parcel of their life,
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TLTIN AMERICA

Bicshop Pironio of CELAM made the feollowing points:

We must have a sense of the presence of Christ who prcds us to change and to communion,
to conversion and te brotherhood.

The Church becomes poorer, morc missionary and paschal, freer from human power and meorc ho

2t

on liberation of man.
Its Evangelization stance is marked by contemplation, poverty (as sign) and hope.
Essential for this work is closer attention to the specifics of cur situation:

a) popular religiosity
b) liberation

¢) youth

1) basic communities
e} new ministries

ARGENTINA

Card Primatesta listed the priorities nf evangelization : non practising Catholics, Catho-
lics, Cathelics involved in deviant rites; Evangelization should cover mass demonstrati-me
and human progress. We must bolster the Religious Life,

BRAZIL

Crrd. Arns, of Sao Paolo, talked about the critical role of Catholic Universities and the
Jifficulties of combining it with the other role of preparing students for their profescinr
The latter have to realize the magnitude of the current crisis of mankind, Special courscs
iritiated for this purpose had proved very popular withh students.

{wcther encouraging evangelization experience was the frrmatiom of a commmity of 50 "evane
r&1izers" (clergy, 1aity) who went out to "proclaim" the Lord to other groups.

Mer Lorscheider urged Bishops to be closer to the people. The promotion of Pastoral Coun-
cils could help them to deo this,

CELLE

Har Valdes Subercauseaux observed that the priority in his ccuntry is to convert the menta-
lity of Christians, so that they commit themselves to changc unjust social structures Youtlh
ure sensitive to this but they usually de not see its transcendental (i.e. evangelical) di-
mernsionse 8in is one of these dimensions. Popular religicsity and intellectuals also merit
cur attention.
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COLOMBIA

For. Buitrago pointed to the responsibilities of Bishojs and Priests for the present stat:
of evangelization. Sometimes they seem totally taken up by office work. The evangelizaticor
ministry seems to have been primarily entrusted to chose 4 Wy out could be an effort o
ewtend their ranks by seriously re-~instating the Diace:.ate. nother way out is the small

ecclesial community, which has proved very fruitful in Colembin.

CCLTA RICA

oty

ir irrieta made a plea for more sensitivity, on thce »art of Fishops, for their people,
This could open up new ways for evangelization.

BRAZIL

Car<. Brandao Vilela also spoke on popular religiosity, stepred up by internal migratio=cs,
industrialization and yrbanization., Valid support for renewsl was being provided by small
commnities, new ministries and the liturgy (especially Baptism and Matrimony). Prioritiur
shmuld be assigned to the poor, the drug addicts, the emarginated.

DQMINICAN REPUBLIC

Mons. Rojas shared the experience of the institution ¢f a new ministry - the Assembly Fro-
sident, Lay persons minister by convening the Agssembly, rresenting the Word, distributinc
Communion in Church and among the sick and in general by pronoting the interests of the com-
muni tVe

Ancother experience is that of scheools for catechesis, based o research in the local cul-
ture,

Annther positive experience is the meeting of familices, twic: a month.

The trust is towards a deeper understanding of our situsticrn a8 God's children and -
. of our responsibilities for development.

ECUADOR

Mgr Echeverria Ruiz presented the experience of linkin; the contenary of the consecration

of Ecuador with doctrinal updating and with a new initiestive for poor heart cases. Daatrine
is now oriented along the lines of salvation history and this, in itself, is a form of uvan-
gqelization.

IL SALVADOR

Ygr Rivera Damas shared his positive experience of sm:n)ll groups in bridging the gap betwecn
faith and life., The "cursilios de cristianidad" were 2lsc proving useful. Another posjtive
point consists in the new forms of the lectorate and ~colyte _"celebrants of the Word).

A negative streaam had been introduced by groups of thc a2xtreme right who oppose Church
prlicy on social justice,
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HEXICO

Mor Castro Ruiz referred to Mexican popular religiosity and i7s openings for evangeliz:.t:
Renewal was taking varicus forms and was involving the laity. Liberation movements risker
reducing everything to the temporal level and to an accoptance of violence,

PrLIAMA

Mar Tortolo remarked that the Ffamily merits top priority. It is the first field of evance
lization. We have to find, within the family, the scurces of its renewal.

PELRU

Hogr. Dunand Flores referred to the”priority given to the 6 m Indbs who express their re-
ligiosity in mixed, popular forms. The aim is to lead them to combat sin in them and its
erferts in the structures arcund them. Unfortunately modern scciety promotes the sin of =
tism, After freeing as from sin, the Gospel makes us children of Tod. The experience of
Peru was that people could be led to think of this zs the real aim = and of the Sacrament:
and external devotions as the means.

JRUGUAY

Mgr. Rubic Garcia reported on the priority given by this Church to catechesis, tc the ro-
neval of gacramental practice, to closer contacts with the rezl problems of contemporary
man. He noted that a better name for small basic communitics would be "reflection gron,.- 7.

"LNEZUELA

Mor. Roa Perez was not very happy with the limited experiences, in his country, of charis-
natic groups and of the comunidades de base.Church lezders have been stressing social .7
trine and social commnications. Serious cobstacles to avanyelization are emerging from the
decaylng state of the family.
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L FRICA
GENERAL

ficcording to Bisheop Sangu of Mbeyas

1. During the next twenty years, the colonial spirit will .isappear and it will be Afri-
cans who will evangelize Africans. Hence the rced for & firm anchorage in the Bihle,
in the Magisterium, in livinc Faith.

2. Our priorities should be:

a) lay participation

b) liberation for human dcvelopment

c) liberation from sin for God

d) dialogue in a situation of pluralism {ecumcrism etc.)
e) the search for Christian identity.

4LGTRIA

Lrocording te Card. Duval, evangelization is an act ol love - first towards God, then towards
our neighbours, As such it is gratuitous, and respects the freedcm of the other, It moves
15 to justice to the poor, to receive from others, in dialogue.

£1I0LA

it s}

YMer Dias Nogueira cbserved that the situation in his couniry would drastically change with
independence. But overseas missicmaries would still be required,

BURUNDI

Ygr Ruhuna observed that his peeoples had accepted Christionity, despite the difficulties

r.f the rigidity of the catechetical and liturgical . .rms,. "isht now, urbanization is chan-
nelling youth into cities., Recent events had forced Chiistisns to ask deeper questions about
their identity. Missicnaries are needed because they are ihe bridges between the younger
Christian pepulations and the other Churches.

CONTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

¢ Maanicus okserved that a number of juridical concepts become a hindrance to evang<li-
zation in Africa where many faithful live marginal Church lives because of problems with
the Sacraments especially Matrimony. The only criterion of Church law should be the service
of man and of his progress towards Christ in a given culturc.Bishop's Conferences oouls oe
viven more leeway to settle what is good for their pecples,
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"CHAD

lions. Dupont observed that overseas missionaries ar. the ministers of pre—evangelizaticr,
Slowly our small natural communities become evangelical conpmunities, thanks to the Gospel
nced. To do this they need "molerators"., In Chad the ninistry of moderator had been in:z—
tituted., It is a pity that one could not entrust such moderztors with the faculty of cone-
secrating and absolving. Why do they have to call a "strangor" to absolve when they have
reconcilied twe brothers. It could be that, side by sile witn our pre—evangelization minic
try there is place for another olie.

CONGO BRAZZAVILLE

Card. Biayenda referred to problems éncountered (in his culture) with the Sacrament of 'a-
trimonys. The priorities are: for laity to assume responsibilities in the Church, to link
Faith with life, to move with their Priests. Overseas missionaries could show more sensi-
tivity to the local culture.

EASTTRN AFRICA (AMECEA)

¥M5r. Kalilombe spoke of the urgent need for direct—evangelization (which concerns two thir
of humanity). He distinguished between direct and iudirect cvangelization. Both have to <o
together and the Synod should not let the second dominate over the first. (Direct evan .-
lization was also referred to as pre-evangelization in the text of the Osservatore Romano)

CABON

Mgr. Anguillé observed that God had also spoken to the ancestors of the Africans to help
them arrive at their traditions. These should not bc wiped cut by Christianity which still
seems an “imported" product. Current Western theological thought does not help African i

More attention is required to be given to the mass media, wiich are bringing in Western .o«

GHANA

Mgr Dery noted that the Church in Africa should be to others an instrument of salvation in
the full sense of the word, This would be particularly crucial vis=aw-vis Ghana's youth. Ix-
perience has been positive when biblical, liturgical, retreat and prayer groups have be<:: t
as long as we remember that the best evangelizeré of youth is youth. And that this calls £¢
patience.

IVORY COAST

Mgr. Yago stated that while thc pastors of the young churches are unanimous in their deci.
sion to take over the destinies of their communities, they are no less convinced of t ¢ ncn
for help -« in money and men. Without missionary collaboration the Church would be deprivz
of an essential trait. One hoped that the question of the young Churches could be the t-pic
of an extraordinary Synod. What we nced are more evangelists, a Christianity firmly rootac
in the local culture, the faculty to ordain certain catechists and animators. Meanwhilc
Islam is proselytizing.
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KETTYA

Card, Otunga stated that missicnaries had contributed to ti: luman development of his coun-
try. At this point of history we :wmust not confuse ocur esive for self-reliance with our need
for external aid. The latter should not, impose on us - {as it Jid with some birth control
srogrammes ) unfair conditions. He noted that the werking docu«nt did not give the unevan-—
celized two thirds of mankind the weight it merited. He also thanked the silent Church for

its witness to Africa.

KEITYA

Mcr Gatimu stressed the contribution of Religious Lifec to cvangelization and made a plea

for its further promotion and for its integration in the 1if and work of the local Church,

LESOTHO

"or. MOrapeli noted that migrations {towards the mines of 3. Africa) had up_rooted many

of his Cathblics. Women Religiocus should be introducedtgvangelization. Sects could becriwe a
serious problem but this could be overcome if the commnitarian dimension of evangelizati.i
is respected and the solidarity of Christian with African culture is intensified.

ALDAGASCAR

iigr Rahotondrarahatra shared the recent experience of a redefinition of the evangelizetior
work of the Church in terms of the recent political usheavals., Catechists now occupy a o
rcle in this work, liturgy is fully autochtonous, the living, present Person of Christ is
highlighted. Difficulties emerge from superficial renewal, adoption of foreign models, o’
indifference.

PALT

Mgr. Percusse de Montcleos thought that, without givin: up evongelization, we could approach
those who belong to arother Faith {Islam) in a kind of ¢ialocue which stresses what we have
in commun as men and what these, in goed faith, belicve. FPerhaps one should not go further.
There is ample scope for this, because people accept us as men of God, even though we belcng
to another faith. Another evangelization experience ir Mali is the "apostolate of human re-—
lations", so dear to the hearts of the local people, Bult care should be taken to open ur
these relations to those outside the local circles.

RHODESIA

Mgre Lamont reported that present Government policy therc is obstructing religious freazdon
arnd thus hindering evangelization. Fortunately the nopressed are aware of the motives o
such policy. The proclamaticn of Catholic social thceught, the Bible and Liturgical carnaions
have helped evangelization. It is crucial, for this, that the Church continues to fight Ior
the abolition of racial discrimination.



RUAND/

Mgr Gahamany rmarked that the Priests'role in evangelization conuld not be substituted {rr,

Thev were the animators of the laity and of their movcrieunts — e.ge. the intrepid Legion cf
Marv and catechists.,

We should also take note of the fidélity of many Priests - iin the wake of the havoc of rvce
"mseudo~theologies™.

SLNEGAL

war. Thiandoum declared that evangelization is the Juty of all the baptized and camnot i
without pastoral plamming at all levels. In its turn, this should lead the local Churci
to militate in favour of human development, of authunticity, ¢f "negritude", of a better
uncerstanding of the meaning of life and, above all, tc beccre, itself, the permanent FP-o-

ciinl Mystery.

i

Mgr Dud stated that the evangelization experience herc is hard: there is }little space f.
Christian witness in the schools, Hospitals and other institutions. Internal migrationc
scatter the ongoing communities of Christians. The Church is short of basic instruments til-
“ible translations, media material and catechisms. And yet the Sudanese are open to the Chr
tian values of intimacy with God and solidarity witk men. The novelty of the Gospel would

be the encounter with our Transcendent God. The pricrities are: liturgy and laity.

S . LFRICA

Myre. Fitzgerald described the positive experiences of small corsunities in rural areas, -7
new ministries (and training facilities) in urban aress. Conscientization could lead us .

the social changes a Christian desires.
TLNZANIA

Mgr Mwoleka affirmed that the key to evangelization hepre was the presentation of the Grs-
rel not so much as a body of truths but as a system of life. The crucial peint is harn- =y
between Faith and daily Life, Ycuth often rejects us secausu it does not see this harnoor
in our institutions. The way out seems to be :

a) small, open, communities

b) conscientiousness in one's profession

c) solidarity in activating national developmenf plans.

T0G0

Mgr. Bakpessi llatawo rejected all forms of cultural ¢omination which still linger in Chriz-
tianity. It was time the Church promoted authentic African values. Overseas missionaric:
were welcome - but they must not let the pastoral policies and experiences of their hor:
country prevail in their work here. Missionaries should be in communien of action and ir-
teraction with the Africa Churches, as these,on their part, strive to help other churcroz.
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UGANDA

Magr. Nsubuga reported on the collapse of the traditional fami'y, and the confusion create:d
Y the meeting of Christianity with traditionalist religions.

i'cepel preaching remains necessary, even though one must prascerve what is valid in tradi-
ti.nal religion. But the missicn of the Church does nct consist in making good Muslims oot
cf tuslims. _ '
{hildren should continue to be admitted to Baptism. Above all, in the search for "locali-za-

ti=on", one should not lose the value cof universality. The priorities are: conversion, simoll
rrunities, religioms life and educational instituticns.

Carc.. Malula stressed that, Africam Christians in future, will be mainly responsible for
%lucalizing” the African Church and making it witmess te Christ, In the process, one wculd
like to clarify relationships between faith and politics. salvation and liberation, Church

mud State, Church and world.

JPPER VOLTA AND NIGER

Mer Bayala reminded the Synod that, in a 99% Muslim situaticn like NIGER evangelization

"ha Dpened" through witness to, and solidarity with, the local people, In a situation with

2 majority of traditionalist religions (Upper ”olta\ primary evangelization is engaged ina
The obstacles are there but things will improve if nicre Priests and Catechists are found.
I need missionaries. But missionaries have to be humhlc. We need money - for evangelizae
ticn and not just for development. This aid is not an obstacle to'"localization" but an ope=

ning to "communion".

llcanwhile cur priorities and Catechists (4 years trainirg) formation of laity, promotion
«f women, recruitment of priests.

Here Fo Job noted that the mass media could surmount harriers of age and culture. The S mod
sh~uld define the place of Catechists in evangelizatiom. The positive side of the Nigerian

ersonality should be respected in our efforts at ada.tation. Ecumenism is rather diffi-
cult because of the presence of so many groups which call themselves Christians,

ZAIRE

iy r Tshibango proposed as a priority the synthesis hetween the Gospel and the African per-—
sonality. The novelty of Christianity, for Africauns, Joes not consist in the concept of the
cne God but of Christ, the form under which the one God wants to be known to man. Would the
situation of African traditionalist religions correspond tc that of the Jews before the co-
ming of Christ 7

ZAMBIA

Higr Mazombwe spoke of the key role of Catechists who, each in his own culture, is the first
bearer of evangelization and the "planter”, of the Ckurch {with the Priests). The role is
indispensable. And so is adequate training for it.
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N. AMERICA, AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA

gt ]

M¢r Bernardin stated that the Church was the peint of departure of evangelization insofor
as it a) wvas a community of faith, fraternity and praycr (confusion existed as regards the
transmission of faith)

b) cquipped with structures of corresponsibility, new styles of authority

c) accepted the fact that Priests, and new lay ministries were both crucial

1) accepted the fact that liberation was a major concern of modern man

2) accepted the fact that, as an Institution, it often reflecteé a particular political,

nomic order

£) accepted the challenge that secularization could be -~ new way of living the faith
g) accepted pluralism

h) accepted dialogue with atheists on the meaning of life and of the world
AUSTRALIA

Mgr Cahill noted that, in his secularized society, many are clamouring for a simpler style
of life. He opted for a wider use of the mass media and new forms of Church involvement

in welfare., He quoted as a negative experience current theological confusion.
CANADA

Mgr. Fortier mentioned a few experiences which covld be signs of the deeply felt need for
renewal : small groups dedicated to the spiritual life, to study, to charismatic renewal.

JAMATCA

Mar. Carter referred to his experience that in ecumenism, rrcaching the Gospel together
is more important than engaging, together, in social work. In the Carribeans, Catholics
were now full members of the local Council of Churches. The same spirit was moving Catholi
to "localize" —= and this should be reflected in Canorn Law. He also stated that the celibac

rule for Priests could be reconsidered.

MEW CALEDONIA

Mcr Klein said that the real obstacle to evangelization in the Pacific, was the lack of
priests and that, at present, the only solution was the ordination of married Catechists.
Other needs are the good example of the elder priests and closer adaptation to the local
cul ture.

UlSlA.

Mgr Quinn observed that the problem of youth is that they cannct see the Church as the Lic
~f the Peoples., They often do not see in its representatives the joy and love of Christ.
The scolution to the present dichotomy between Gospel and Church should not be sought in m
thod and structure but in the person of the Church minister.
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Card. Krol remarked that the two priorities of evangelization were youth and inactive C-~
tholics. Youth should be inserted in Church life. Inactive Catholics could be reached througl
active Catholics and through the mass media.

REY ZEALAND

ir Ashby reminded the Synod that the catechesis of the pecple of God was the first step
tovards the evangelization of the modern world. THe Synod should keep in mind the Catechis-
tic Directory and its instructions on this point. We should alsco stress the divinity of
Christ.
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GENERAL

1'gr Etchegaray reportzd that in a secularized Eurcpe, Christien values still circulatcd

aids (penultimate not ultimate) to 1ife., This Burone was divided into the liberal West a
the Marxist East. The Church does not judge either but asks for space to breathe in each
surope is marked by mobility (work, tourism, culturas. exchange}. It needs God's word o

balance the uncertainty spread by its "masters of misiyust and suspiciont If it is to on
aage in this evangelization with vicour, the Church rust forget itself and go tcits Lor:
and to men - in dialogue, in the Sacraments, in witness. 1t needs the catechumenate, .0
theology. All its members rust be missionary minded. It should read two particular sisrs
of modern times: a) Youth and b) Ecumenism.

It should commit itself to

a) build up Europe
4} be present to non-Christians in Europe
c) defend local, non European,cultures.

SUSTRIA

ligr Weber noted that only 30% of Catholics share thc life of the Church. The majority -f
young people did not comsider the Churdh an adequatc answer to their expectations. They
thought it was just an institution. What did the world rmear. to the Church ? What do wo &
to accept it as the field God wants ws to cultivate? Community spirit is a condition tu
the quest for right answer.

RELGIUM

Card Suenens reminded the Synod that Christ was actively present in history, raising v."-
nesses in the power of his Spirit; that the Church must hecome more credible {and thic
fected the new Canon Law) and that the uncertainly ~howt ovorseas missions should be it
ried,

LS

[

CZECHCSLOVAKIA

Hgr Tmasch shared his experience that Gospel preaching should first be directed to ou:
hearts,

FINLAND

Mar Verschuren reminded the Synod of the situation in his country: the Catholic comnurst .
is small and foreign. One must give women a better place in the Church if we are to "-r-ou
turize" in a secularized society.

Christians here - mostly Lutheran -~ were doing their bust to be present among this sco..
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F i/ iCE

T Card Marty, evangelization meant the proclamation ~f the Cospel to people in their ow:t
cumunities, It seemed that one should seek first he communities of youth, of the workers,
cnd of the leaders of our society. '

'RIANY
wiord Hoeffner spoke about non participating Christians:

-~ their numbers are increasing
- because of indifference, preopaganda, and secularizetion,

e mast answer by

=) preaching Gospel clearly

»} Living it, in small communitiéas
<) personal relationships

J} creating a new church image

Jzrd Doepfner focussed on the burning issues of evarngjelization today: the sense of the
Transcendent, defeatism about the value of the Gospel; loss of missionary spirit; the dy-
cnotomy between evangelization and development; the Church as arn obstacle to adherence to
1the Faith. Vatlcan II could still show the way.

(EECE

bhar Varthalitis stressed the importance of thequality of Christian communities in evange-
lization projects. We might be a "little remnant" but cur strength did not come from nwn-
bers, We should be sensitive to the world {e.g. urbanizatior process in Greece) and be more
concerned to defénd the rights of men than our richts.

IRELAND

Card Conway referred to two special experiences a) sr2ll communities {which are catching)
and b) initiatives to turn the family into an evanr»lizing community. He admitted that the
conflict in N. Ireland was a hindrance tc evangelization but asked the Synod to note that
the responsibility for viclence belongs only to less than I % cof the population and that
its motives are not religioms at all,

L TALY
or Bartoletti indicated as the first priority of the [talien Church contact with non
cractising Cathelics, to lead them towards a personal fcorm of Faith. It has formulated 2

rlan to achieve this. It relies on the catechumenate, cn the renewal of the administra-—
tion of the Sacraments on Catechesis and small communities,
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NETHERLANDS

Card Alfrink thought that contemporary men may noi be attract:id by the Church also be=-
cause of the stance of some Bishops. The joy of the Goepel iz perceived by youth, for
example, but through indivicduals rather than throuch the Church~Institution. The latter
could be inhibiting the freedom of the Spirit - as 2l3¢ creativity and pluralism.

SPATN

Card Tarancon stated that a Church freed of human powar appeared more credible. To step
up evangelization activity one could renew parish stuctures, indtroduce the catechumenats
of adults, small communities and iink evangelization vith ccncern for justice,

SWITZERLAND
Wigr Yonderach feared thet one was insisting too much on the psycholegical side of prayoer
an! of small commni..as, ond heace playing down ~he hierarchy., Pastoral and Presbyteri:sl

councils and Synods had been found useful in his country,.

U. K.

Mgr Worlock stressed that the laity should be given a wider say in evangelization. The
Church should also become more sensitive to the urbanizaticr ;rocess by exploring new
patterns of ministry in the cities.

YUGOSLAVIA

Mgr Skvorc noted how fruitful had been the experience of the liturgical renewal. But the
road is uphill all the way: dialogue with atheists, with the Orthodox, with Muslims is
practically minimal. The Church cannot plug in on thc media. The family could be a first

priority.
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O I1ENTAL RITES

T N ST
e e e — -

Patriarch Maximos V Hakim of the Melkites listed the major otstacles: secularization and
o indifference of youth. Positive experience emerges after the hand over to the laity of
evingelization responsibilities, The proclamation of the Gospel “happens" through sociz’
cirvice, But no Christian should forget the obligaticns of world evangelization,

Tziriarch Hayek of Syria defined evangelization (with the working document) as that activity
through which the Gospel is rroclaimed and explaines?, an< by which living faith is "started"
in non Christians and "stimulated" in Christians. In rrayer 1life is being promoted by smail
communities., Apriority, here, is union between the variosus Christian groups.

Patriarch Cheikho of the Chaldeamns pointed to common religicns concerns of Muslims and
Christians: the religioms education of children within the family, devotion to cur Laly,
care of the poor and of orphans.

Mor Kocisko of the Ruthencs shared the Byzantine ritc experience where the Liturgy servec
s a carrier of the Gospel.

Card S5lipyi of the Ukrainiens reminded the Synod ~tout the vexations reserved for Ukrainians
in some countries. They deserved a word of protest. The injustice meeted out to them iz b=
vicusly an cbstacle to evangelization.

Mgr Hermaniuk of the Ukrainians observed that, within the Catholic community, the Lati:
Church still dominates the Eastern Churches and this inhibits dialogue. A solution ccoul:

be the handing back, to the Synods of the oriental churches, of their rights,

the renewal of the membership of the S.C. for (Oriental Churches in a way that it be formed b
the delegates of. these churches, and the extension cf the jurisdiction of the same over thein
people, who live outside their territories.
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Fr Agostoni, FSCJ, referred to the Vate. II idea that mission is communion between Churche:
{who help one another to evangelize). It is no longer a one way street from the West, "t
the contribution of Western countries is still in_Jdisvensable., find it is also a positive
sign these countries are already receiving missionariecs - with Religious women often
ceding the rest. The two way "traffic" should not be limitad to people : ideas and experi-
ences mast also circulate. The idea of mission also cmbraces dialogue, human developmont

and local church growth

Fr fArrupe 8J, observed that Religiocus Life is itself a scurce of evangelization. In fact
rocent experience has shown that Religious men and women often faced crisis situations -
exactly because they found themselves on the frontivrs f the evangelisation thrust. Rec.r
experiences were often bold but the failures should nct lead us to do drop the achievim: it
It is clear that:

a) the best way to evangelize is to live the Gospel — an: the best is evangelical Reli. icr
Life itself. 7

b) the radicality of the latter makes Religious fully fledgcd evangelists

c) more "space" should be given to Religious women, especially in the ministries

2) Religious should step up their links with the lccal Church, through pastoral plamnin .

e) the international dimension of Religious Institutes is of major significance to contom-
porary evangelization and to the local churches

£) there is room for optimism - as well as realism for Religious in the future of evanco-
lization.

Bro. Charles H, Buttimer FSC, referred to the enquiry held by his group in thirty two c.oun
tries and to its conclusions:

a) young people expect, from the Church: i) integrity in its leaders ii) patient and opo-
understanding iii) committment to peace iv) stren;th ir. its stand for truth v) that i:
be rooted in tradition, as a source of security and tradition

b) young people, in the Church, could share more in theliturgy and work harder for a now
social order inspired by the Gospel.

Fr. W Goossens CICM, stated that human development was tolay seen as an integral part of
the total Plan of Salvation and of struggle against Lin - an essential element of the Iing
dom and real evangelization through witness. The Church is called to educate people, from
within, to this sense of human development. He then offerred a few guidelines for the <c-

tivation of this concept.

Fr Koser OFM referred to the known contribution® «f Relijious Women to evangelization, This
should be strengthened by refusing to treat them simply as faithful servants., He also re-
ferred to the contribution of small fraternities when movel by a disciplined spirit and
inserted in pastoral planning.

Fr. Letayf QAM, stressed the importance of Religious Life for evangelization in the Mivlre
Fast, It was also ecumenic action. He examined the fzetors which made such action difficul
and asked the Synod for more sensitivity to the ecumenic cide of evangelization today.

Fr. Rywalski OFM=CAP ref-:rred tc the difficult doncitions under which evangelization =cia
has to "happen" and indicated ways of surmounting ther in ordinary pastoral work, in speci
ministries and in charismatic activity.
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CUkIA ROMANA

ligr. Delhaye, Secretary of the Theological Commission warricd of the disarray which,
in the West, was being created by untested theological cpinions. He deplored the fact
that the mass media were often more concerned with what attracts than with what matt-

CrSe

Mor. Deskur noted that (a) the proclamation of the Gespel today happens in the cone
text of the mass media, (b) the professional pressmen meritcd special attention of
our pastoral services,(c) the Church did not desire to dominate the media but, aware
that so many spend hours before the TV screen, the radio or the newspaper, it could
not shirk from using them,

Cardinal Garrone observed that (a) priests are worricd () the "teaching world" is
crucial to evangelization - especially in its initiatives for ongoing education,
(c) information is a dimension of major significance for evangelization.

Cardinal Pignedoli state¢ that the first aim of dialoguc should be the witness of
love and service of Christians to all men. People in dialeogue open up to the desire
to know the religious experience of their counterparts and to offer them their own.

A major problem today is the evangelization of Christians: if they are not Christians
"de facto" they cannot witness to others.

Cardinal Vagnozzi made a plea for more concern for artists, vho could be carriers of
the Gospele Priests could be introduce”, during their training, to the theology of
art.

Cardinal Willebrands reminded those present that the Bible is an instrument of evan-
gelizatione And yet no part of it has been transiated iu at least a thousand lang-
uages. Cooperation with other Christians on Bible *ranslations, however, is gathering
momentum. Other hopeful experiences: common praycr, theological dialogue, human dev-
elopment.
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ATTINDIXs B

i

THE EXCHANGE OF EVANGELIZATION EXTERIENCES: A SUMMAEY

4 synthesis of the 88 intervcntions in the Aula {and of the 20 given in writing)
was offered to the Synod Fathers by Cardinal Cordeiro on Octeber 4, 1974. Here is
CuUr summarys

1. "We must take concrete situations as our points of departure. Because it is exact-
ly in their context that God is present and reveszls limsclf to use. They will be like
"signs of the times" which must bu read, examined and interpreted in order to under—
ctand the plans of God for today and to derive a theslogy of ¢vangelization which
will allow us to agree on method and planning in our .vangelization activities".

The Church thus meets
a) the great religions
') popular religiosity
¢) new nations in search of identity and authenticity
2} a Third World marked by poverty
¢) a world marked by industrialization and urbanization
£} and by secularization
} atheism marks the Second World.
2, In this world, God works to save. In the Risen Christ. Znd he shows it in the love
generated by the Spirit in the Church, the Sacramcnt . of S5zlvation for all.
=) The image of this Church betrays regative elemcnts: allisnces with the West, with
the Zstablishment, legalism, authoristrianism.
b) But is has its positive sides: dedication to its nissior, care of the poor, educa-
ticnal and health services,
c) The image must become one of a local community <ocile te the.Spirit, permeated by
the experience of God., To radiate the Paschal Mycstery of Christ. To strive for the

wity of mankind.

os The main responsibilities of the Church correspund to the conditions outlined
zbaves

n) in prayer and contemplation, it incarnates the Gospel in the life of its members,
mmkes it understandable in thc¢ local context.

t) respects and loves the local culture and its roligious rraditions, moves to dia-
lague.

o) purifies popular religicsity of less worthy practices

d) because integral human development is part and parcel of evangelization, takes up
the cause of the poor and the oppressed,

¢} reaches out to the non-practising by opening up to then: the experience of ecclesial
life

£) studies ways and means for dialogue with atheists, espucially where freedom is
iimited.



SEDOS 74/659

4. The "Subject" and "Objcct" of evangelization

Evangelization belongs to all and its subject embraces Bis.ops, Priests, Men and
Women Religious, Lal ty, Women Catechists. Among the Fobjuots! of evangelization who
morit priority, the Bishops singled out: the family, youth, workers, public leaders,

5 The “means™ for evangelization today

a) the mass media
b} the Presbyteral and Pastoral Cocuncils
c) Biblical and catechctical rencwal.

6., First evangelization

We must study ways and means to bring the Gospel meosage t. all - even if not all
w11l embrace the faith.

a) Di€ficulties: The foreign image of the Church, th. fenr of prosclytism, alierige-
tion of convert from his/her community, restricticas on religious froeedom in some
countries, inaccessibility of some peoples, past linke .itl, colonialism, rigidity

of Church laws, cxcessive centralization, decay of the fa-ily, secularism, materialisw,
atheism and corresponding systems, indifference, lact of Thurch credibility, con-
fusion in conccpt of evangelization, polarization cn coirtnin issues.

b) Openings: Awareness of ;rcsence of the Spirit, charismatic movements, small groups,
prayer, liturgy, ecumenical progress, coming of :ig¢ of the laity, integration of Rel-~
igious in local Church, ideals of youth, commitmcnt of Churih to human development,
respect for the individual and for basic values (Frotheriood, peace, renewal, etc, ).

7« From this synthesis emerged:

The terr topics proposed for discussion in each of the 12 ! -1cuage groups (in this
order) f

(1) Interior life - as contemplation and conversicn

(2) Bocal Church - advantages and difficulties of :coenltiurntion

(3) Basic Commumities - positive and negative sidcz, disrtincticns

(4) Popular religiosity - exjprcssions, meaning, vooidit
(5) Pastoral care of non practising Cathelics

(6) Dialogue - with other Christians, men of other Faiths {and of no faith).
(7) Liberation - responsibilities of Christians, 1limks tc «vangelization.
(8) Youth: pastoral care and their participatior in cvane. lizatione

(9) Specific groups: family, workérs, intellectunls, politicians

(10)Hunan rights: evangelization and freedom of ccuscience, of religion.

oo
[
S

N.B, Of these, nos. 1,2,3,5,6,7,8, were included ir the worling Pocument of June '74.
ln turn, the following were in this aocument but h-ve nov been droppeds:  Pastoral i
Presbyteral Qouncils, Laity, Mass Media and Liturgye





