74 Mo 29

RENDS IN EVANGELIZATION TODAY

. DOCUMENTATION

| SEDOS

Rome, 20 Sept. 1974

Cur main article this week is concerned with trends in evangelization today in Africa,
Asia and Latin America compiled from our documentation sectione. Since the Synod is almost

upon us we hope this situation report will both inform and stimulate.

Please note also the date, topic and programme of the General Assembly of 23 September.
It is our last chance to formulate a Sedos approach to the Synod and we are hoping for
a large attendance.

1o THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 23 SEPTEMBER 1974 377
Topic, Format and Guidelines
2, REPORT ON THE BLACK AFRICA GROUP MEETING 580
e REPORT ON THE ORIENTAL RELIGIONS GROUP MEETING 583
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COMING EVENTS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 23 SEPTEMBER 1974 4 pm SJ Generalate
HEALTH MEETING 18 OCTOBER® 1974 3 pm 5J L
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 28 OCTORER 1974 4 pm ICM Generalate
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 5 NOVEMBER 1974 4 pm SEDOS SECRETARTIAT
%

CONGRATULATICNS

Cur sincerest congratulations to V. Rev. Fr. J. W, Richardson on his re-election as Supe-
rior General of the Vincentians. Ad multo& annos !

Sincerely yours,
Fr. Leonzio BANO, FSCJ

VIA DEI VERBITI, 1. 001534 ROMA, C. P. 50. 80. TEL. 571350
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CEZNZRAL ASSEMBLY OF SEDOS

fs armounced on July 12, 1974, the 44th Assembly of Superiors General associated in SITD
will meet on Monday, September 23, 1974 at 16,00 at the 8J Gencralate, Borgo S. Spirito, 5.
The topic will be "Laymen in small communitics as agents of dialogue with non Christians mmd
non believers", It will be approached as follows:

16.00 3 Introduction by the lodcrator, Sr, Claire Rombouts, ICM.

16410 Trends emerging from the preparatory meetings (Islam, Africa, Latin Americo,
Oriental Religions) by the Executive Secretary, Fr. B. Tonna,

16,20 : Break up into four groups, each under the chairmanship of a Superior General who
will be attending the *74 Synod: Frs. Lecuyeor, Arrupe, Goossens and Bro. Buttimer
The gquidelines and other detalls of each of the four groups are attached. Parti~
gipants will be expected to provide the Chairman with fresh insights on the ASsene
bly topic,. -

16,00 Coffee break

18415 : TReassembly: a) Impressions of each of the four Chairmen.

b) Reactions (not discussion) from the floor,
153,00 Closure.

As was the case in June this Assembly is not restricted to Superiors General anq/br theix
delegates, Its purpose is to generate more insights, which the Synodal Fathers who are also
members of SEDOS could offer to the whole Church on the occasion of the Synod. Those vho
"know more'! are especially invited to help us render this service,

The full reports of the preparatory meetings can be found in SEDOS 74/570-573 and 74/580-504.
These will be taken as read by the Assembly.
The report on Lausarme '74 will also be taken as real {See SLLCS 74/519-537).
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GUTDELINES FOR THE GROUPS

Group 1 Chairman : Fr, W. Goossens CIC:
Room 1 Language: [English

1.

How do we conceive of the evangelization of non-Christians, especially followers of
the great non—-Christian religions ? '

a) As presence and witness of individual Christions and of living communities of Chris-
tians, who work as closely as possible with non-Christians in e.ge. social mattors ?

b) Have you concrete expericnces to offer especially o5 regards small communities?
c) What can Religious contribute to this commnity idea ?

d) Should we attempt to convert non-Christians (c.g. Budidhists ete.) to the Christian
faith ? '

2, The young Churchies still need the help of the oller Churches but they too have fmich
to offer, How can the churches receive from and cive to each other in fruitful exchange

3. Some missionaries, including the most zealous, ~re discouraged a) because so littlc
has been done to prepare the Young Churches to face the future, and b) because they
are not being treated within the young Churches s responsible collaboratera having
their own ideas and personalities. Cah anything he done to remedy these situations?

Group 2 Chairman: Fr. J., Lecuycr CSSP

Room 2 Language: French

1« Where do we stand as regards dialogue with non-bhelievers?

2, Style, content and cccasions of dialogue.

3 Opportunities of dialogque with non-Christians,

Group 3 Chairman: Bro. CH, Buttimer FSC

Room 4 Language : bnglish

1. There is a feecling that the initiative of the laity in evangelization is not being
stimilated or even encouraged, Is this true in the mission situations you know of?
How do we get this point over at the Syned? Are Clergy and Religious in need of con-
version of heart in this matter?

2 Do we need new ministries so as to give the laymon the opportunity of develeoping his

potentialities in the service of the Church ?
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3. We stress evangelization through community, But in which communities can the layrc:.
cxercise an evangelizing influcnce most effectively ?

Ay The role of the women is of special importance in evancelization and dialogue but
are women in fact given a sufficiently octive role? Are the Sisters e.g. given a
fair share in planning and decision - making in the local church?

5« How can we harness ond usc to the full the idealism of the young generation ?

Group 4 Chairman Fr. Pe. Arrupe, 5J.

Room 4 Language s English

1+ Could laymen take over muach of the work now being done by priests ?

Do we need new ministries?

2. Must a small community be introverted of its nature? If not, how can we open it to
dialogue with non-Christians and ncn-believers ?

3, How do we build up a sense of responsibility concerning dialogue among the laity?

4. What place have Religious (men and women)} in our visicn of the Church?
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PEPARATORY MEETINGS FCOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PLACK AFRICA GROUP

The Group met at the SMA General.te at 4 P = 9 Scptember 1974

Present: Sr. Mary Henriette HOEMNE, SSND Fr. Pietro Ravasio, F8CJ
Sr. Mary Motte, FMM Bro, Jose Pablo Basterrechea, F3C
Fr, Martin Boelens, CM Fr, René Motte, OMI
Fr. Georg Lautenschlager, CMM Fre I, Van Hoof, SMA
Sr, Melmarie Gentry, SSHD Fr. John Power, SMA
Sr. Mary Anne Williamson, TMH Fr. Semn Coughlan, O.CARM

Chairmans Bros Che H. Buttimer, I'SC
"rom SEDOSs: Frs B. Tonna, Fr. L, Skelly SMA and Miss C. Gilroye.

Topic: "Laymen in small commnities as agents of dialegue with non-christians and non-
believers',

1. The general consensus was that until very lately, we L:ad not shown enough trust in the
laity. To some extent this arose from fear of excessive and poorly-informed zeal bhut
also in part from a form cof "perfecticnism" on our part; we distrusted any standordsoth
than our Westernwclerical ones, True, we entrusted a certain amount of responsibility
to teachers and catechists - often the same people = but in the process we clericalizaed
them and moulded their thinking to suit our own predilections. Laymen - especially vyoung
people =~ who put forward new, perhaps critical ideas, tended to be treated as trouble-
makers,

Lay Leaders need tc be forred but we rmst lay stress on the fact that they are to re-
main lay. The people should be encouraged to put forward thelr our natural leaders wiic
could then be trained. This process ig already under way in the Francophone territories
of West Africa. The leaders of natural groupings c.yg* teachers, merchants, women a:d

youth, are given several months of formation during which they return to their own ni-
lieu for a couple of weeks at a time to test out what tlhey heave learned and detect the

problems that really concern their fellows.

Several speakers stressed the importance of up-to-date catechesis in the schools, nz-—
pecially among senior students, 30 as to make ycith awarc of their responsibility for
the life and growth of the Church, The ladies present ursed that more attention Liu de=
voted to womer since they had tremendous influence not only in the home but in women's
organizations, small scalec business ete. Indeed they are the backbone of society #nd th
church in every part of tropical Africa. The Sisters could have a profound influence on
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lay women but until recently we had made no effort to cive them the sort of prep .-
tion needed for such worke.

As regards Community there was a general feeling that we were still seeking to iupoos
western forms despitre the fact that African society had its own tradition of comm:uii-
ties based on tribe, clan, the extended family, ~ge grcups, vocational associaticr:
etc. We should rethink our stratecy and make usc of what already existed. There woirc
dangers, of course, particulcrly in tribalism bLut suech affinities existed and our "ent
approach was to widen the idea of'neighbour' so that it took on its New Testament irex-
ning. The schools could - and in meny areas already did - help to break down the oli—
clusivism associated with tribal pride without destroying the good things involved

in such loyalties, The types of loyalties developed in the social and sporting acti-
vities of our schools could also be useful from tie point of view of dialogue acrccs
the tribal and religious divides, Indeed the youth cculd help to soften rivalries and
divisions throush their influence in the house. 7ut this must be done with the greatrs
of tact and with all due respect to the principles of schniority.

The meeting then considered dialogue with non-Christians-~since only a tiny minority
of black africans can be called non=believers. Thc biggost obstacle to dialogue with
animists wasa reluctance on the part of Christiins to svaluate what was good and worth
while in the traditions they had abandoned. There wos a genuine fear that to reclaim
vhat was of value from the past might involve a return to animism or, at least, to a
diluted form of Christianity. Only Christiais who knew the essentials of their faith
and had integrated these into their lives were copable of a discriminating dialocue

with non-Christians.

In many areas there was particular reluctance tc enter into dialogue with Moslems. In
both East and West Africa toslems arc scen as the descendants of the slavers of the
last century and it is difficult to persuade chirictians to study Islam sympathetically
and appreciate how much we share with them, This is = rental block which it will tzake
mich time and effort to overconme.

Pérhaps we should begin by seeking o truly ecunenical appreoach to other Christian Lodi
before attempting dialogue vith these not of the Faith. African Christians have not
inherited many of the prejudices and bitterncsscs which, historically, have conditio~
ned Buropeans e.ge in Northern Ireland. But over the years rivalries between the de-
nominations have developed and missionaries have not a2ltogether been blameless ir. this
regard, ¥e rust try to eliminate these scurces of tension and the extended famili- s
include rmembers of all religious persuasions, and this is a great help to toleraorce i
of course « though they may not be aware of it —= dialogue.

Great stress was laid on the fact that the best form of dialogue consisted in &Lric-
tian living which of itself testified to belief in God and his saving providence. Tie
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meeting recognized the difficulty of having dialogue with Africanized churches = es5-—
pecially the so—galled Independent Churches -~ so long as the Catholic Church prescn-~
ted such a Western image in clerical personnel, liturgy, etc,

The attention of those present was drawn to Ameecea Documentation Service No.8/74yﬁ
of August 16 I974 which treats of a conferencc held at Gaba, Uganda on "Dialogue with
African Traditional Religious",

The meeting ended at 6.15 pm,

L. Skelly, SMA
Secretary



SEDOS 74/583

PRECARATORY MEETINGS FOR THE GLNERAL ASSEMBLY

ORIENTAL RELIGIONS GROQUP

The group met at the 8.,J. Generalate Borgo 8. Spirito nt 4 pm - 10 September 1974,

Presdnt: Bro. Michael Jacques, FSC Sr. ¥, Murata, FMM

Fr. 8. Ryan Hucghes, I Sr. Mary Motte, FMM

Chairman: Fr. B. Tonna

From SED0OSs Fr. L. Skelly SMA and Miss C. Gilroy,

Te

It was decided to consider the'topic of "Laymer in small commmnities as agents of
dialogue with menmbers of non~Christian religicns".

Both Fr. Hughes ahd Sr. Murata underlined the fact that there are probably several
million so—called "anonymous'" Christians in Japoin. These people were not prefesce:

or baptized Christians but follow Christian ideals in their lives. This may well bo
true of other parts of Asia too. The Good Shephered Movement which operated radic and
television programmes and bookshops was extremely successful in what could be tcrne:d
pre—evangelization courses, which prepared the groundwvork for a deeper study of Chris-
tianity. The Movement also operated a catechetical correspondence course, The whele
operation was extremely profssionial and used really skilled people. It cost moriCy

of course and obtaining finemce was a problem, as tliey were nov seeking prime tire o2
the air, The programmes were very well received? and evoked a large correspondencce.” ati
can Radio is also very zopular in Japan.

In general however the Church in Japan is inclined to re very conservative and 1little
responsibility is given to (or desired by) the laity. The latter (and the hierarciy)
have inherited the traditions of the Nagasaki Christians who found it more prudet :iot
to seek converts.

Bro., Michael then spoke of the situation in South Bact Asia. In that area race -rnd rei
gion tended to be identified with each other e,g. all Malays were considered to bo
Moslems and no effort could be made to evangelize them, Such work could be carried on
among the Chinese and other non-Mzlays. Most Christiars were recent converts and their
religious convictions tended to be shallow. They left the work of spreading the Church
to the clergy. T'ew of those entering the serinaries persevered, There were some sig
of improvement with parish councils being set up in Sabah. These helped to organize
parish functions and also prayer services in the absence of the priest.

The Catholic schools - certainly those operated by the F,5,C. = were open to stulents
of all religioms and so there was a basic soci-l dialogue. There was no danger <f the
Catholic—-pupils developing a ghetto mentality. Much could still be done however to
educate the more senior ones to engage in intelligent 2ialogue with their fellows.
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The adults alse needed encouragement o join with peoplc of other religions in virious
forms of ‘social and charitable activities « a very rcal form of dialogues Anythir:
vhich threatened the good relations between the various religious groups had to bc
avoided at all costs, In India, for example, anythiing that even vaguely resemblel pro-
selytism was bitterly resented by Hindus.

Sr. Mary Motte urged that ncw forms of ministry, which could be exercised by lavien,
be created, Br, Micharl pointed out that properly trained, well paid catechists cold
do an enormous amount of good and would have real standing among the people, Cculd not
these be given the diaconate, Sr. liary asked. They would then be in a position %o adal
nister several sacraments. Fr. Tonmna pointed out that this would be to clericalize the
and further reduce the sense of responsibility for the Church among the laity.

In several countries becoming a Christian amounted in practice to becoming a forcigner
since Christians for fear of syncretism cut themselves off from what seemed a pagan
cultural background, Every effort should be made to isclate the truly pagan elemcnts
in a culture and these had to be rejected. In many arcas however seeming "pagan" cus-
toms and festivals were in fact religiously neutral and could be cbserved by Chrig-—
tians c.g. many aspects of Shinto; the Feast of the Dead among the Chinese, Only in
this way could the Church be truly incarmated in the local culture,

The meeting came to an end at 5,50 pm.

L. Skelly, SMA
Secretary
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A meet{ng of thc Executive Committee of SEDOS was held on September.16, at 16.00 at th~

Secretariat.
Present: Fr. Joseph Hardy, SMA ' Sr. Maura 0'Cornor, FMM
S8r. Godelieve Prové, SCMM=-M Sr. Danita McGonagle, SSND

Sr., Claire Rombouts, ICM

Chairmans Bro. Ch. H. Buttimer, FSC

Secretary: Fr. Benjamin Tonna.

1.

The minutes of the July meeting of the Executive Committee were taken as read and
the following clarifications were made: ’

Item 4; SEDOS had been represented at the Asscmbly of Religious in Brazil by Pro.

Francisco, FSC, who had handed a message from Bro., CH. H. Buttimer.

Item 5: The duties of office management‘have ncw delegated to Fr. L. Skelly.

Item 6: "Editorial responsibility" for Joint Venture (under n.6) should be understcod

as responsibility for writing it.

The Committee considered in detail the SEDOS Acssembly of the 23rd September 1974 ond
agreed;

a) to propose as its immediate purpose the provision of more insights to the.Syrcdal |
hers who are also members of SEDCS.

b) to take a synthetic view of the Assembly topic (Laymen in small Communitles in dGias
logue with non Christians and non believers) and, hence, to discard the idea of bre
king up into groups by cultural area, or into groups by particular aspects of the
topic (youth, laity, etc.) and to let each group take the global approach to ths
same topic.

c) to invite the Synodal Fathers who are also members of SEDOS to chair these grou;s
and to guide the same in considering the topic; these Chairmen would be invited
to provide guidelines before the Assembly.

d) to invite members of the Assembly to "give" (rather than "receive") to these Chair-
men - especially in terms of our experience as rerresentatives of missionary sen=

ding Institutes.

e) to take the reports of the preparatory meetings (by cultural area) as read but to
offer the Assembly a brief synthesis of the ideas they produced,
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f£) to conclude the Assembly with a pleanary in which each Chairman would give his im-
pressions of his graup and the floor would react (not discuss).

Sr. Claire would moderate the Assembly,

1

It was also agreed to consider, at a futuremecting the idca of having less but longer
Assemblies per year.

SEDOS would follow the Synod by

a) reporting regularly, in the weekly bulletin, on its thrusts and of their significa-
nce for the missionary sending Institutes.

b) inviting & panel of experts, from the member Generalates, to act as a watchdog come
mittee and thus help the Secretariat evaluate developments.

c) eventually distributing to the Synodal Fathers extracts from these reports.

d) making contact with the secretariat of the Synodal Fathers of Africa, Asia and Latin
America.

e) keeping in touch with the press services of the Synod, perhaps through Fr. Bamberger
appointed by the USG as its press marn,

a) A delecation from the Executive Committee, consisting of Bro. Ch. H. Buttimer,
Fr. Harcy, Sr. C. Rombouts and Sr. G. Prové would spend the morning of Thursday
September 19, with the Staff of the Secretariat to give them the opportunity to
express their feelings and to offer their ideas.

b) The job description for the assistant to the Executive Secretary would be finalised
during Thursday's meeting with the Staff.

c) The Executive Secrctary vas asked tc co ahead znd £ill the clerk-typist vacancy.
Meanwhile he would draft =~ circular inviting Generalates to consider assigning membe
of their Institute, by turn, to the vacancies which would materialize in 1975 and af

d) Ideas for the 1975 budget could be generated Curing Thursday's meceting.

The vacancy at the Christian Medical Commission wns considered. It was reported -hot,
besides the firm candidature communicated to the Committee before the meeting thore was
the probability of another tvo, Pending a definitive answer on each, no f£irm proposal

would be made to the Secretariat for Christian Unity.

The Committee would meet on October 28, 1974, at 16.00 a2t the ICM Generalate. It weuld
henceforth alternate: a meeting at the Secretariat and another one there.
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SITUATICN:. REPORT

TRLENDS IN EVANGELIZATION TODLY

1. There are at leart four ways in which the Thurch can relote to the World.

It can enter into dialogue vwith ite It can animatq its temporal structures. It can
supply for its deficiencies. This Synod is going to irvestigate that relaticonship
vhich 1s specifically i:s own and which gives it its identity: evangelizatione. This
.as now been defined as that “"complex of activitice through which the People of God
starts and stimulates living faith". This faith means participating in the mystery.
»f Christ proclaimed /in tihe Gospel. The three main types of activities which "start
and stimulate" it are:- (a) preaching of the Gospel, (-} witness, and (c) "adminis-
tration" of the Sacraments.

2.4 The whole point of the Synod investigaticon is to renew such activity, making

it more relevant and respcnsive to the contemporary werid., This renewal would not be
Lased on theoretical considerations btut on a humile reading of the signs of the times,
1f there is going to be change in such activity, i+t must 2 ke change which the Spir-
1t vants, and which He is olready working at, in the signs provided by the exper-
icnce of our times. Change however implies a move Ifrom a given point in a certain
direction and it can he observed by pinning douwn the trends of this mewvement. This
situation report attempts to disengage "evancelization traomds”, or those "observable,
¢radual and persistent changes in our evangelization practice over the last ten
years."” This is one sure way of grasping better tho direction in weich the Bpirit
vants us to change and to renew. For He surely is ot worl in today's agents of
evangelization.

3. In fact, the main source of the trenas ideitificd ere is the recent exper-
ience of these agents as this has been distilled by Bishcos and other Church lead-
ers. Now, an experience involves a historical situstion, uhgoing or completed, in
vhich people interact and thereby modify their provious state of existence. An
evangelization experience would thue involve a specific relationsinip between the
representatives of ths peojlc of God (A) and their counterpart (B). The activity
which goes on between {A) and (B) would give us a clue about the nature of tuat
relationship (C).

4. To dgo back to trends, therefore, we hLave to look ocut for changes which take
vlace in either of partics (A) and (B) or in .the very relationship (C). This ex-
plains the way this brief review is organised:s we try to pin down trends in the
People of God (A), in the World - (B}, in the Ye¢vangelization" relationship
between the two L. (C). The outcome will necessarily be rather generic but could
nelp us discover where the Spirit is blowing. To reduce the generic nature of the
trends, however, we have attempted s step by step approachs from the Evangelicals:
and the Ecumenists, we go to the Catholics as tncse grapile with the challenge in
the three Continents of Africa, Asia and Latin america. '

Se This is of course, only a first attempt and we hope to update it, at least
every quarter, as new documents come in. Meanwhile we would appreciate your comments.
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T[HE EVANGELICAL CAMP

Protestants who fecl they belong to the stream of the great revivals of
Christian history like to consider themselves as kvangelicals, insofar as
they give the Great Commission (or missionary mandate) which concludes Matt—
hew's Gospel, the importance it merits. we call tioir many groups the BEvan-
gelical camp and we reported on their ideas in 74/477 £f and 74/519. Here
are the lrends we o serve 1 thelr ranls: -

Ao WHO BVANGELISLS

5. Towards a more acutc sense of urgency "to go" tna finish the job of reaching all
tiuose vho have not yet "mct" Jesus Christ before the ¢nd of the century.

7; Towards a feeling that responsibility for evangcliizaticn falls almost exclusively
on the evangelical Protestants. other Christians being "dictracted" about other pr.b-

UMSe

§. Towards more reliance by the individual, on the Holy Spirit, as he feels sustained
by the Bible, the fellowship of his church and <oroful planning.

Be. WHO 15 LVANG..L1SED

“8, Towards a "break down" of the world into specific "peoples’, using the Gospel con-
cept of "ta ethne" and critoria like language, cliass, racs, age, occupation and educa-
1ion, and more important, respecting cultural differences znd methodolical demands.

1C6. Towards a classificstion of these "peoples" in Lerms of the critericn of culture
distance. when this distancz is at a minimum, {(E3), the bearers of cvangelization
o not have to adopt ancther "language" in makirs Tomtact with the non-evangelized.
When it is at a manimum (E3) they have to grasp the largu-j. as well as the mental
~ategorics of the non-evangolizoed. The evangelizatinn relationship sheould be pushed

o a maximum at El, and bc kapt to o minimum at &3.

C. HOW EVANGELIZATICHN [lAP.LNS

ils Towards a relationship in which it is assumed that th:. "evangelized" are aware of

their need for help, of their willingness to consider help from the Transcendent,
"Faith then develops intc an acceptance of gretuitous salwation thruough Jesus
Christ, who is the Transcendent God. Once accepted. this salvation will develop
into 'adequacy to relalc to current socizl necwds and issues!'l

12. Tovards a simpler concdpt of evangelization, definea as che proclamation of the
historical biblical Christ as Saviour and Lord, with a vicw o persuading pecple to
come to Him personally and so be reconciled to God.



SEDOS 74/569

1HE BCUMUHICAL CAMP

we call "Ecumenicals” those Protestants wio feed tuey Lelong to the spirid
of the World Council of Churchcs in Gencva. If thio Evangelicals stress tiac
evangelization relaticnship of Christians to the world to the pornt of giv-
ingthe impression of scverely rostricting tiic cthel three, the EBcumenicals
scem toe be rescerving the same treatment te the "cialogue" stance. Unlike

the Bvangelicals, tlhey dedicate at least as much attcntion to the "destin-
ataires" of cvangeliz..tion as to the bcorers of cvangelization. This affects

the crsuing rel. ticnship,

Y. WHO EVANGEL1SES

Lrie

3. Towards the fusion of "evangelizer" and "evangelized™ in a dialectical process:
the evangclizer is increasingly aware that he vill be ¢vangelizoed in the process of
evanrelizing the other bhecause the same Christ woalc in both to reveal Himself morc

Tully to each.

14. Towards the discovery of the Christ of the Bible in current history, taking the
deep concerns of contemporary man as so many signs of His work.

L. WHO IS EVANGELIZED

15+ Towards the poor, as God's own prefcrence, cxpres:zed in Luke 42 18-19....
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me: He has appointed me to preach Good news
to the Pooro-.“

C. HOw EVANCELIZATION HAPPLES

16. Towards the development ol the rel:ticnship from dialogue to sclidarity, from
the communication of a message to all round - (mot excluding political) involvement,
to fight God's war to save the poor, to free thoem from tueir plight right now, here

on Carthe.

17. Towards th.. adoption of u servant role among tke new groups of urban and indus-
trial society.

"As participants in God's mission in history our task is to hold up God's
hope and promise and moke it real in new communities and changed lives.
Three riorities wvere doeciared: l) to listen scriously to the voices cf Lo
poor_and thc poverless, 2) to take people inte account in the emerging toch-

P

nological world and 3) to deal vith the uvryanizaiicnal structures which [

such a determinative role in modern society'.
(Strugglc to be Himan, p. 61f)
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1L CATHCLLIC CAMP

1f Evangeldegls ap.ear to Le primarily concerred with the beargr and Ecumei—
icals with the benciiciary of the Gospel, Catholics scem to be paying more
and more attention to the relationship which cevelops between the twos. What
they thought was a Question of handing on a message (feith is taught) is be-
coming to them one of cormunicating a reiationship with Christ (faith is
caughkt). The word is hecoming life.

LGFREICA

A. WHU LVANGELILLS

18, Towards sharper awarencss that the prime agent of cvangelizotion is the smallcr
indigenous Christian group, the most accessible manifiztation of the local Church.
"These communitics have o learn to bi more outward-leoking. They must have
an open eyc for the needs of the whole village, of the whole diocese and of
the whole country."
(Ugandan Bishops)

19. Towards a feeling that the religious communiity could serve as model and animator
of these smaller groups.

20. Towards more differeitiation and proliferation of lay misistries within tuis
croup; inpaPtlcular more status for Catechists, more Space for women and more &cope
for teachers,

"The catechist can be called the pricsi's right hand nar,.e.sinstructing the
catechumens, pre; ~ring cihildren to receive their First Hely Communion, con-
vening the Marriage Advisory Board of his particular arza, proper prepara-
tion of young couplcs about to be married, pre-marriage enguiries and dis-
tributing Holy Communion....organising funeral ceremoni. s."”

(Kenyan Bishops)
21, Towards a better focus, on the part of these lay ministries to "educate™ the ind-
ividual baptized to move from the state of Practitiorer-Chiristian to that of Faith
Christian, to overcome the dichotomy between African and Christian; to take owver
evangelization duties from clergy ang whites, to animate the extended family.

22y Towards moTe opcnncss and intcercommunion witnm other (non RC) Christians {ecumen~
ism)}. The Chureh will become more aware that it will proclaim in Gospel in the mcas-
ure that it will be communion.

"Mutugl respect and collaboraticn among roligions and Churches are officially

encourageds.s (The gorcrel situation in Malawi) is an invitation to the prac-

tice of courageous -nd authentic ecumernism,"

(Malavi ishops )

234 Towards more outreach to “rontier situations, in reci partnership and not in wc-
pendence, overcoming, in this way, the moratorium {cepeidence) istue, Overseas missw
ionaries are wanted if the Lnow how to listen and learn, it they put personal rela-—
tionships bafore efficiency.
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B. LIO 15 JVANGLLIZED

¢d4es Tovords a sharper specification of these frontier situations; in particular the
{oilowing "peoples" ave being identified:~

a,) the Indeperdent Churches

b) the traditionalist ecligion groups open to crangelization

-} the smallcr, poorer tribes

a) Muslims

25, Towards a "second" evangelization of Fraetioner Christiansg in particular youth
and the extended family.

"..changes are cvidenced in the aspects of courtsiaip and marriace contracts,

honour and respect to elders, loneliness For young and old people in con-

trast with the family ties of traditional Family lifc.®
: (Tanzanizn Lisncps)
26+ Towards authenticity, justice, liberation, intecrated numan dewelopment in each
of these peoples, for tunese pecplos.

"Concerning thc question of hunan richts the bishops condemn tribalism, col-
onialism (such as serpetuated by Portugel in Africa). exaggerated national-
ism, apartheid aln all oppression cither by individuals or by a group."

(Tanzanian Pishops)
Co HOW nVARGELIZATION HAPPENS

27. Towards more clarity on comprehensive Salvation as the primary objective of ev=n-
gelizations. this salvation is progressively Seen as alsc comnunal, nrot merely indiw-

iduals

2b. Towards more reliance on *the Spirit.
"The Church's prophetic role in contemporary socicty is an important
aspect of evangelization today."

(Tanzanian Bishops)

25+ Towards a more illuminataed osmosis of local African valucs and universal Christe-
ian concern more localization of symbolism, ritual, art, languege, thecology,structure,
methods.

3C. Towards more situations of dialegue experiences with Muslims.

32. Towards more involvement - cconomic, political, social, cultural, in the quest
for African liberation and incdigenization (nation building) open to the future.

32. Towards a greater awareness of the demands of cvangelization in the urbaniza-

ticn process.
33. Towards a wider and better use of tlie mediz.

34. Towards regional structures {N.S.E. and W. Africa), as supports for. the bearer
of Evangelizationa
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Ao WHO EVANGELICL:

35. Tpwards a more effectiveresligation that the Cluren sue not the individual is the.

irimary agent of evangelization.

35, Towards a better synthesis, in the minds of i agent: ol cvangelization, of Asicn
patterns of thought and wisdom vwith the Christics r.ossa ¢ (i.c¢. not its western wrap—
»ings). Touards zn orientaticr wnd rooting of this syntho is in cay to day life.

"The evangelization of = country of anciunt cpiri. usl traditions and relig-
ious Faiths, in wnich ¢ zxperience of the divine holds first place, de-
mands that the Churcih ir India be percei-cd as » community rooted in God."

(India Lishops '73)

37. Tovards a two way curren® of cross cultur-l missionaricd. )
"we are grateful to the forcicn missionaries vho hove given their lives te
evangelization in Asia. Tuere is a continuing nced for miscivnaricn - cspec—
ially for thcse vho have the humility ond courate to adapt themselves, com-
pletely, to the culturce of the country.

Asia is beginning to send out missicnarics of -ts owns Scme nations,
which are older and stronger in Christianit,, are sending priests and sis-
ters to other Asian countries vhich have [ »@ ater nead. We feel that the day
is fast apporaching wvien Asia will swend nissionari-o to other continents."

(Asian Bishops '74)

GU. Towards tha cmergence of agents gifted in al@o <omvum:~ ting an experience of
Christ rather than just a Chrirstizn doctrinc.

B. WHC 15 aVANGELIZED

39. Towards shiarper awsreness of the fact that Christ znd :dis Church reémain unknowr
or far and foreign to most of tire 2,000 million Asi.ns.

40. Towards an identificoticrn ang a subsequendt approach Lo Low trutn and goodness
that characterize Hinduism, Dudidism, Tacism, Shintoism, Is5lome

4l. Towards better specific:tion of the ways and means in vhich the mosaic of Asian
races, classes, traditions, immigrants, can be evancelizoed in a climate of division
aud mderdevelopment,.
"The people of Asia .re rich in spirit, hut od®
Injustice - soci-l, economic and political -~ is Li:ilt into the structures

<11 ; or in material things.

under which we live,

Dialogue witli the poor means real expericnce ol peoverty. It means that we
must not only vwork for them, in a paternalistic way, but vith them! We must
learn from theis We must imow their real ncods, their real hepes.s Wwe must
help them to share in the decisions wiich dotermince their lives,!

(Asian Bishops '74)
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EVANGELIZATION HAPPEND

42, Towards dialoguc as the mainstay of cvangoelizatiors .ith the people al every

ilevels the strength is in the grass rocis.

"The local church must rovere the great roticious tiaditions of Asiae ¥e
must receognize their profound spiritual vatucs - Toole powel Lo Shape minds
and hcarts and liv.es.

Dovn through the ceaturies the ancicunt r.ligias oFf the Orient have given
light and strecgth to our anccsturs. They wave expressed the noblest longin

in the nearts of our people, our doepest Sye ane sorrows. theilr temples

hove been the home of conton; Iation and proavers. Ty cave shaped cur histor:

ana our way of thinking. They are part of oo cultire. For us in Asia, thes
nave been the doorsay to God.

In dialogue with thesc religions, we will 1amd ways of expressing our ouwn
G Lccome a comnern _aest for Gode It can be a sharir.

Christian faith. This «
in friendship, a hrotherhood.

Christianity, in twrn, can offcr a now rderst nding ol mar, and of human
dignitye It cffers an sternal vision whiich gives new meaning to love, to the

Pamily, and to lifo itrelf." . . \
(Asian Disiops '74)

43. Tovards respomsibility, scif-rcliance.

44, Toualds the promotion of Justice - even before devel spent - but without losing

the relicious touch.

45, Towards indigenization: in theology
vith Hindus: only at the cntemplacion level ¢ ¢4 Lo guve take place.

_"“.;o
dhe Towards a greater acce tance orf the fact the-v oo Chircw will always be a minor -
ity and that grace cmbraces more than the institulbis Courche

"F¥action for justice iz a constitucnt elemoent in to. | reaching of the gospel.

This was the teaching of the Synod of Bisho:;s in 1971s Siace millions in Asia are
iwwor, the Church in Asis must be the Chwrceh of the pocr. v r 2lement in holiness,

Lere,

is the practi ' of jusiice. ovangoliz Tior Do

awvelcor  nt are not opposed. It

Asia today arc integral parts of pr:aciing the voo:icd.
Those who iuentify with thoe poor must constaotty mecb with dAif.iculty, with

liardship, with opposition, vith failure. Woe, the ¥

ign0ps of Asia -~ knowing this -

foel that we must ddentify vith the poor.
These are thoe clements of crucial importance ir the fask of preaching the ¢os-

el in Asia today:-

*lpculturation, whicu ronders the local Chiwch tr.ly present with the life
of our pecple.

*¥Dialecue with the g1v-at Asian religionz, ¢ iach - rinces them into contact
with the gpspel, sc that the seeds of the Lord i them may come to full
flower.

#*5ervice of the poor, umiting with them 1in the:r struggle for a morc human
wor 1d. (Asian Zisiops '74)

§

?
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LATIH AMORICA

Ao WHO LVAUGELIGES

4/e Towards decper av. rencss tnat the Church cerive: it icentity and its mission
irom the proclamation of the Guspel.

4. Towards merce basic cummunities, pernancnt o cone, o techdsts, in a context of
less and leéss priests per nesd of the populaticr.

dhe Tounres a better diwversisicotion and diz=—ibutivn 0f rministrices in terms of

{a) less  overseas miscicnari.sc (b)) more invoivomet of aen and vomen Religious

i¢ <irect pastoral work (c) v pel insertion of loyieer i cld and ncwe Church struc-

IS

20. Towards ncw attitudes in oversess missicnari.o vhe votad now (o) be better able
to adept and integrate in the loeal teams, (b) 1o Lutter ;repared - culturally,

tiicologicslly and spirituw 1ly, {c) have attitude o. ser ice to the Church, lov: for
the commuwaity, solidarity ond cummitment to the toonl coocunity, (4) cive themselven

to tic animation of laity ir croups.

L. WHC 15 LVAMNGLLISLD

51 Towardgs o deeper awarehesSs of the hiwden proscuace oF the Word in the different
cultures of Latin America (1) Jelgar-ChL:iM-Visioncs No 27-5, and of the need to
assume, when possible, theirs thought pattcerne.

2. Towards the poor, tie 'little onest.

Towards the ¢xxpanding sccts, sincretist groups,; autor cmoud religious movements.

o
(€Y

54. Towards a more posiltive interpreftion of .. b ororera of populcer religiosity
Jd more appreciation of thoir coponing to 'sitic gior ot ochiom! impregnated by the
novelty of thwe Gospel. '

5%, [owards more attention to tie structures of ihe clti . vwhoere sccularization is
air ng and where the new tech-

not, as in other Latin Americon situations, just I
nelogy and the mass madis dominatc.

"The main pastoral problem seems to lic nerc. Do very possibility of the

persistence of Failh hore oxactly where it is i Jocpardy.®

(A.L. Truizllo)

5%s Togards more concern with the family, as this m.ves rom the traditional to a
tr .isitional pattcrn.

"Vact areas whore the family ac a relicious, sced-l oond juridical reality -

barely an ideal."” - (Ibid.)

57- Towards youth - especially in our schools and wnivesities.
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Co HOW LVANGELIZATICN HAPPENS

58+ Towards the proclamation of comprehensive Salvaticu an integral liberation, in
solidarity and unity with 211 "peoples™,
"Evangclical liberation wrings together cxpectations of commumion, recon-
ciliation, conversion. it opens us tv our focial responsibilities and re-
veals the structural vices and the ¥states of €in'; it recognizes the cone-
flicts of our sociciy without identifyirg troem with a vindication of the
dialcctics of the class struggles™
(AeL. Trujillo '74)
"Closur¢ in the 'strictly religious! sense is understood as a flight from
the responsibilities of our historical plight and the limitztion of a
Church task to efforts at human development arc mer.. serious risks."
(Lrid,)
"There is the double temptation, for the missionary "to become an agent of
social change or to confine his efforts tec the purcly spirituale.."”
(Iiide )
"The Church, through the preaching of thc lospel is simultancously the
theart of the world' {fountain of life, sharing its abundance in the Lord)
and'critical conscience'! which orients, st:imulates, corrects,
confronts, exposes, denounces, shows the limitat:con ofour interests and
keceps humanity in motion, in esahatologiczl tensiciie
(Inide)

59, Towards more (a) animation, (b) conscientizati-n, {c) liberation activities on

the part of the 45,000 Pricsts, 140,000 Sisters, 1,000,000 laymen, under 600 Bishopse
"Evangelization is the glad tidings of the Kingdor, happens in the Church
and through the Church, as a reality which is at thie grass roots of the life
of our commumities. In tnis sense it is the Commuaity which simultancously
supports and bLecomes the sign of the contents o the tidingses. The reason
vhy the Church pro€laims-is besausc, first and feremost, it Iives the mys-
tory of commumion, the Lord's presence ir istory. To evangelige is, above
all, the joyous proclamation of the prescuce of the Lord, discovered in

faith,"
(ibid.)

"As thc Word generated the Church, so this is constantly re-generated, re-
created, when it is explicitly announced.™

(Ibid.)

B, Tonna
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LATIN AVSTRICA

Ao WO LYAHGELILES

47e Towwrds decper aw.rceness tuat the Church derives ite identity and its mission
I'rom the procliamation of the Gospel.

4ue Towards more basic commwities, permanent doocong, ¢ tLcslsts, in a context of
Jess and Jess priests por heod of the population.

Ghe Townrds a botter aiversilicotion ond dis+tibutioen ol winistries in terms of
(a) tess overseas miscionorioz (b) more involvement of sen and vomen Religiouws
i¢ oirect pastoral wurk (c) creper insertion of lavien ii wld and ncey Church struc-

TIPS,

0. Towards new attitudes n oversess missicnarico vhe v ouid now (u} be better ablc
to adapt and integrate in the loaal tcams, (b) Le lotter ;rcpared - culturally,

thicelogies1ly and spiritur1ly, (¢) have attitudc ol ser ice to the Church, love for
the community, sulidarity .né commitment to the local conmunity, (d) cive themselve:r

to the animation of laity in croups.

L. WHO IS EVANGLLISED

51, Towards o decper avarencss of the hidden pros.uce of tne Word in the different
cultures of Latin America (1) Tlelgar-CLLiM-Misicncs ko 27-6, and of the nced to
assume, when possible, their thought pattern.

52, Towards thce poor, the J1ittle cnes?.

Towards the expanding sccts, sincroetist groups, auvtoromous relicious movements.

(]
13
e

54, Towards a more positive interpret.tion of ti. [nomira of populcer religiosity
Lid more appreciation of thoir opening to 'situ vicn coatoectism! imprognated by the
novelty of the Gospel.

55, lowards more attontion to iae structures of the citi-cs whoere sccularization is
not, as in other Latin Amcricon situations, just boginging and where the new tech-
nology and the mass moedia dominate.

"The main pasteral prollom seems to lic neres Tk wory peossibility of the

persistence of faith hoere cxactly where it Is ia Joopardy.”

(A.L. Truiiiio)

56. Towards more concsyn with, the Family, as thi. woves vom the traditional to a
tr asitional pattern.

sosizl nd juridical reality i

"Vast arcas where th Lamily oo a relig

barely an ideal.! - (Ibid.}

57+ Towards youth - uspecially in ouwr schools and wniversitics.
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C, HOW EVANGELIZATICN HAPPENS

584 Towards the proclamation of comprehensive salvation anc integral liberation, in
solidarity and unity with a*l "peoples".
"Evangelical liberation brings together oxpectations of communion, recon-
ciliation, conversions 1t opens us tu cur sccial responsibilities and re-
veals the structural vices and the Ystates of sin'i it recognizes the con-
flicts of our socicty without identifying tnor witi a vindication of the
dialectice of the clacse strusglo,”
{AoL. Trujillo '74)
"Closure in the ‘'strictly religious' sence is understood as a flight from
the responsibilitins of our historical plignt and the limitation of a
Church task to efforts at human developmint arc moroe serious risks.”
(+14d,)
"There is the double temptation, for the missionary 'to become an agent of
social change or to confine his efforts tc the purcly spirituales.."
(Ii:ic. )
"The Church, through the preaching cf the Uosped 2 simultancously the
‘heart of the world! (fountain of life, sharing its abundance in the Lord)
and'critical conscience' which orients, stimulates, corrects,
confronts, exposes, denounces, shows the limitation ofour interests and
kceps humanity in motion, in esahetologiczal tensione"
(1nid.)

59¢ Tcwards more (a) animation, (b) conscientizati-n, (=) liberation activities on

the part of the 45,000 Pricsts, 140,000 Sisters, 1,000,80C laymen, under 600 Bishopse
"Evangelization is thc glad tidings of the Kingden, happens in the Church
and through the Church, as a reality which is at tie grass roots of the life
of ocur commwmities. In this sense it is the Commumity which simultanecusly
supports and becomes the sign of the contunts of the tidingSe.. The reason
why the Church proflaims-is because, first and foremcst, it Iives the mys-
tery of communion, tie Lord's presence in iistorys. To evangelire is, above
all, the joyous proclamation of the prescnce of tke Lord, discovered in

faith-"
(Ibig. )

"As the Word generated the Church, so this is constantly re-generated, re-
created, when it is explicitly announced,"

(Inid.)

B. Tonna





