


ised. m i l l  t h i s  c r i s i s  wither  away in  f i v e  t o  t e n  years  time when 
a s u f f i c i e n t  nunber of conpetent l eader s  i n  t h e  debtor  countries 
of t h e  " t h i r d  w r l P "  w i l l  have emerged t o  confront  t h e  s e l f i s h ,  i f  
n o t  p l a i n  dishonest  lendinv procedures of t h e  pas t  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  
years? Af ter  a l l ,  most f ami l i e s  an? i n s t i t u t i o n s  - even pa r i shes ,  
l i v e  in  a s t a t e  of oemanent debt.  I t  may be t h e  bes t  way t o  handle 
one's f inances  in " f i r s t  world" s i t u a t i o n s  . Put what of t h e  people 
i n  t h e  "City o f  Joy" in  Calcut ta  in  t h e  meantime? And what of t h e  
count less  r l a r i a ' s  in  t h e  shanty towns of Lima? And what has the  
missioner t o  say ahout t h i s ?  

There a r e  shor t  i tems on whether missioners should continue t o  
develop i n s t i t u t i o n s  which t h e  l o c a l  Church w i l l  be q u i t e  unable t o  
f inance a f t e r  t h e i r  departure;  t h e  cos t  of witness i n  t h e  Land 
Reform s t ~ q o l e  in RraZil which th rea tens  t o  become almost a c i v i l  
w a r .  (Have condit ions changed a l l  t h a t  much fundamentally from 
those  portrayed in t h e  f i l m  'Mission'?) :  a review of an a r t i c l e  on 
Mission s ince  Vatican 11; a note on t h e  P.M.V. Symposium on La i ty  
a d  t h e  Dynamic of Fai th ;  Rook Notes; and some not ices .  

SEDOS ANNUAL GEVFRAL NEETIFIG 

Please  note t h e  d a t e  i n  your d i a r y  - Tuesday, 9tin December. 
The mornin? w i l l  be given t o  a study o f  t h e  Lineamenta c i r c u l a t e d  
t o  Rishops in  prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  October 1987 S v n d  of Rishops 
on t h e  "Vocation and Mission of t h e  Lai ty  in  t h e  Church and in . t h e  
World Twenty Years Af ter  t h e  Second Vaticzn Council". . - 

SEDOS ANNUAL RGSIDEbTIAL SEt!IMAR 1987 

A t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  - !larch 24-28. Bookings f o r  t h i s  Seminar 
a r e  now open. 

The theme is t h e  p lace  of t h e  La i ty  in  t h e  mission of t h e  
Church now and in t h e  fu tu re  a s  they see it. The Seminar w i l l  
coincide with t h e  biannual meeting of t h e  representa t ives  of t h e  
Soc ie t i e s  o f  A p s t o l i c  L i fe  a l l  of whom w i l l  be a t t end ing  t h e  Seminar. 
Ear ly  bookina is recommended. 



- 

TORlARDS A THEOLOGY OF LOCAL CHURCH 

Joseph A. Komonchak 

Voici  l a  seconde e t  d e n i d r e  partie de Z'itude du P. Komonchak, 
"Vers une thQoZogie de Z'EgZise ZocaZel'. Les e f - for t s  pour i ncuZ tu~er  
Z'EvangiZe duns la  matrice sociaZe e t  cuZturelZe des 6gZises ZocaZes 
pose des probZ8mes de camprQhension mtueZZe qu'une EgZirte cen tr ie  
sur Z'Europe e t  un i f ome  e s t  ma2 pr6pai.e d a.ffronter. D'ou', Za 
premidre importance du dialogue p o u ~  Za riaZisation de l a  c o m n i o n  
entre EgZises l m a t e s  e t  Z'EgZise universeZZe. La coZZ6gic;Ziti e t  
Ze ministdre apostozique sont kgaZement exmin6s  duns c e t t e  
demiBre partie. 

THE COMMUNION OF LOCAL CIlURCHES 

P a r t  I of t h i s  study b r i e f l y  explored t h e  genes is  of t h e  Church, 
an event which always occurs only on a l o c a l  l e v e l .  But t h i s  con- 
cen t ra t ion  on t h e  p laces  and processes i n  which t h e  Church comes t o  
be cannot ignore t h e  o ther  dimension of the  i s sue ,  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  
o r  c a t h o l i c i t y  of t h e  Church. This  is  a quest ion which t h e  Vatican 
Council i t s e l f  fo rces  on us by saying, on the  one hand, t h a t  t h e  
l o c a l  Church i s  formed on t h e  model of t h e  universa l  Church and, on 
t h e  o ther ,  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  a r i s e s  i n  and o u t  of t h e  l o c a l  Churches. 
The f i r s t  statement ass igns  a p r i o r i t y  t o  the  un ive r sa l  Church, t h e  
second l o c a t e s  it i n  t h e  l o c a l  Churches. I o f f e r  here some i n i t i a l  
and t e n t a t i v e  r e f l e c t i o n s  on these  statements which a r e  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  reconci le  not  only t h e o r e t i c a l l y  but a l s o  and e s p e c i a l l y  p r a c t i c a l l y .  

The Meaning of Universal - and Local: F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e r e  is  an 
inadquate d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

the  two terms. The l o c a l  Church i s  not a Church i f  it i s  not  Catholic ,  
ne i the r  i s  t h e r e  a Church Catholic  except i n  t h e  l o c a l  Churches. This 
must be kept i n  mind because of a recurrent  temptation t o  speak of 
t h e  un ive r sa l  Church a s  i f  it i s  a r e a l i t y  independent of t h e  l o c a l  
Churches, standing over and agains t  them a s  an e n t i t y  jr? i t s  own r i g h t .  
A t  times t h i s  tendency i d e n t i f i e s  the universa l  Church with t h e  l o c a l  
Church of Rome, so t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  between l o c a l  and universa l  Church 
a r e  of ten ,  subconsciously, discussed a s  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
"periphery" and "center ,"  t h a t  is ,  between l o c a l  churches and Roman 
au thor i ty ,  a s  i f  the  Church i n  Rome were not i t s e l f  a loca l  Church 
but r a t h e r ,  i n  some unique way, were i t s e l f  t h e  "universal  Church" 
while a l l  o the r  Churches a r e  merely " local" .  

The Universal Church i s  a Precarious Achievercent: Second, the  un ive r sa l  
Church i s  something 

t h a t  must be made t o  come t o  be i n  each generation. In  other  words, it 



does not  a l ready e x i s t  i n  some quaranteed fash ionbefore  the l o c a l  
Churches come t o  be: it is  i n  and ou t  of t h e  l o c a l  Churches t h a t  it 
e x i s t s  and the re fo re  t h e  l o c a l  churches have some p r i o r i t y  over it. 
A s  t he  existence of t h e  l o c a l  Church, so a l s o  t h e  exis tence  of t h e  
un ive r sa l  Church is  a precarious achievement, by no means quaranteed 
i n  advance but brought about a s  a dimension of t h e  Church t h a t  comes 
t o  be always loca l ly .  

The Church must be ca tho l i c :  That t h e  Church must be c a t h o l i c  is  
a convict ion t h a t  precedes and determines 

t h e  genes is  of t h e  l o c a l  Church. This  can be grounded theo log ica l ly  
i n  t h e  universa l  mission C h r i s t  gave t o  t h e  Church, i n  t h e  paradig- 
matic value of t h e  Pentecost-experience i n  which it is already a 
universa l  Church which gathered l o c a l l y  i n  Jerusalem, and i n  t h e  
Church's b e l i e f  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  vmrd and grace have un ive r sa l  an- 
thropologica l  relevance. A community not  so based i s  something o ther  
than the  Chr i s t i an  Church. That t h e r e  i s  i n  Chr i s t  n e i t h e r  Jew nor 
Creek, barbarian o r  Scythian, must not only determine the  i n t e r n a l  
l i f e  of every l o c a l  Church hut m u s t  s e t  t h e  terms a l s o  of i t s  re -  
l a t i o n s  with every o the r  l o c a l  Church. In t h i s  sense, t h e r e  i s  a 
o r i o r i t y  of u n i v e r s a l i t y  t o  p a r t i c u l a r i t y ,  of c a t h o l i c i t y  t o  l o c a l i t y ,  
i n  the  sense,  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is no Church which does not ga ther  
around a Gospel of universa l  s ign i f i cance  and which is not i n  comm- 
union r.rith the  other  Churches. 

Reconciling: Third, the  d i f f i c u l t  
t a s k  of reconci l ing  

p a r t i c u l a r i t y  and un ive r s i ty ,  l o c a l i t y  and c a t h o l i c i t y ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  
of achievinq a Catholic  Church i n  a l o c a l  socie ty  o r  c u l t u r e ,  involves 
tens ions  which it w i l l  always be tempting t o  avoid by choosing one 
without the  o ther .  The u n i t y  t h a t  i s  indis t inguishable  from univer-  
a l i t y  can be i d e n t i f i e d  with uniformity, t h e  imposition of a s ing le  
model, a l ready achieved elsewhere, on new at tempts t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
Church. This  is  what is c r i t i c i z e d  i n  what i s  sometimes c a l l e d  t h e  
"Euro-centric" v i s ion .  On t h e  o ther  hand, c a t h o l i c i t y  can be so 
i d e n t i f i e d  with concreteness t h a t  a s i m i l a r  temptation may be embraced 
by "new" Churches so  i n t e n t  on t h e i r  own s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  they 
l o s e  s i g h t  of t h e  inner requirement of communion with t h e  o ther  
Churches, the  l i m i t s  of t h e i r  own r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Church, the  
danqer of ethnocentrism, and t h e  r i s k  of reducing C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  
i ts  loca l  manifestat ion.  This  i s  t h e  temptation t o  schism, and it 
i s  only h i s t o r i c a l  accuracy t o  note,  with Legrand, t h a t  " the map of 
the  successive schisms which have r e n t  t h e  u n i t y  of the  Chr is t ian  
Church ... cons tan t ly  and almost p e r f e c t l y  conincides with t h a t  of the  
g rea t  c u l t u r a l  a reas ."  

TFlE PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNION 

The Divers i ty  of Communities a s  a Single Communion: The universa l  
Church i n  and out  

of the s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n s  of the l o c a l  Churches requi res  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  concrete p r inc ip les  of the  Church's c a t h o l i c i t y .  Sociologis ts  
t e l l  us t h a t ,  j u s t  a s  you cannot speak of a l o c a l  community without 
being able  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  meanings and values,  t h e  symbols, the ac t iv -  
i t i e s ,  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which give form and a c t  t o  the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
community which e x i s t s  i n  t h e  common experience of a group of people, 
so you cannot speak of a communion among communities unless  you can 



i d e n t i f y  what it is  t h a t  shapes and ac tua l i zes  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of 
communities a s  a  s i n g l e  comunion. A t  l e a s t  b r i e f l y ,  then ,  we must 
speak about the  p r inc ip les  f o r  the  r e a l i z a t i o n  of the  comunion of 
l o c a l  Churches i n  t h e  Church Catholic .  

F i r s t  P r inc ip le  - The Same Chr is t ian  meanings and Values: The f i r s t  
of these  

p r i n c i p l e s  of camunion i s  the  common dependence of a l l  Churches on 
the  same genera t ive  and c o n s t i t u t i v e  Chr i s t i an  meanings and values.  
These a r e ,  a s  we saw e a r l i e r ,  t he  c a l l  of God ,  t h e  word of C h r i s t  
and the  grace of the  S p i r i t .  It i s  "the assembly of God which is  i n  
Chr i s t  Jesus" t h a t  assembles i n  Corinth and i n  Thessalonica, i n  New 
York and i n  P a r i s ,  i n  Manila and i n  Bangkok. 

Second Pr inc ip le  - The Same Scr ip tures :  Second, those Chr i s t i an  
meanings and values a r e  

ca r r i ed  by the  same "objectitre representa t ions ."  This  term r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  Sc r ip tu res  and c e n t r a l  forms of worship. Th i s  might be considered 
t h e  "Chr is to logica l"  p r i n c i p l e ,  f o r  a l l  of these  cen te r  on C h r i s t .  
I f  t h e  Sc r ip tu res  o r  t h e  ce lebra t ion  of t h e  Eucharist  e t c .  a r e  taken 
away, t h e r e  is no substance, no shape t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  the  Church from 
a general ized r e l i g i o u s  body. 

Third Pr inc ip le  - Apostolic bl inistry:  Third,  t h e  apos to l i c  minis t ry  
a s  one of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  

c a r r i e r s  o f  the  Church's meaning and value t u r n s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  mediation of t h e  comunion among the  Churches. This  
minis t ry ,  centered i n  t h e  bishop, c a r r i e s  forward t h e  ro le  of t h e  
Apostles, a  r o l e  which is a t  once one and d iverse .  A s ing le  body 
of d i s c i p l e s ,  uni ted  i n  t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s h i p  behind t h e  one Lord, 
d i spe r ses  i n t o  a l l  t h e  na t ions ,  leavinq ye t  not  leaving one another ,  
t o  become founders of Churches. The bishops a r e  the  h e i r s  of t h a t  
ministry:  they a re  those  i n  whom t h e i r  communities have recognized 
the  charisms of f a i t h  and leadership  they  requi re .  

I n  t h e i r  o r i g i n ,  both communal and sacramental,  bishops tear i n  
themselves the  two dimensions of the  Church: i ts  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  and 
i ts  un ive r sa l i ty ,  i t s  l o c a l i t y  and i t s  c a t h o l i c i t y .  The communion 
of bishops, t h e i r  c o l l e g i a l i t y ,  i s  a c r u c i a l  p r inc ip le  of t h e  
comrrmnion of Churches. A bishop is  not  a  head of a  l o c a l  Church 
before he i s  a member of the  col lege  of bishops,nor a  member of t h e  
col lege  before being a head of a  l o c a l  Church. 

Fourth P r inc ip le  - The Apostolic f!inistry of t h e  Bishop of Row: - -. 

Fina l ly ,  the re  i s  t h e  apos to l i c  min i s t ry  of t h e  Bishop of the  
l o c a l  Church of Rome. There a re  now, a s  a  r e s u l t  of cen tu r i e s  of 
h i s t o r i c a l  development, many ways i n  which t h i s  b ishop 's  min i s t ry  of 
u n i t y  has taken on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  form, some of which obscure the  
theo log ica l  bas i s  on which h i s  minis t ry  r e s t s  o r  a t  l e a s t  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
not the  only o r  t h e  b e s t  way in  which it might ke exercised.  S t i l l ,  
f o r  Cathol ics ,  the  Church of Rome and i t s  bishop have unique responsib- 
i l i t i e s  as the  cen te r  o f  e c c l e s i a l  communion. This i s  the  Church which 
"pres ides  i n  love ,"  p res ides  over the  communion of Churches, communion 
with which i s  a touchstone of e c c l e s i a l  au then t i c i ty .  

The Vatican Council and C o l l e g i a l i t y :  A t  the  moment the  Church i s  
going through a somewhat t roubled 



period a s  an e f f o r t  i s  made t o  r e f l e c t  s t r u c t u r a l l y  a regained 
sense of ccncre te ly  Catholic  communion a f t e r  cen tu r i e s  of uniformity 
and Roman c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  The Council, i t s e l f  a unique i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
expression of t h a t  communion, concret ized i t s  view of Catholic  
communion by strengthening t h e  r o l e  of episcopal  conferences, by 
c a l l i n g  f o r  g rea te r  co l l abora t ion  and contact: ac ross  Churches and 
conferences, and by p r ~ m o t i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Synod of Bishops. 
The controvers ies  which ncw a t t end  a l l  t h r e e  of these  developments 
in  many ways r e c a l l  the  cont rovers ies  a t  the  Council i t s e l f  over the  
r e l a t ionsh ip  between papal primacy and episcopal  c o l l e g i a l i t y .  Develop- 
ments s ince  the  Council have revealed t h a t  t h i s  i s sue  is  p r imar i ly  
t h e  quest ion of f inding appropriate i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  the  p r a c t i c a l  
a r t i c u l a t i o n  of the  inescapable demands of both u n i t y  and concrete 
c a t h o l i c i t y .  

DIALOGUE AND THE COMMUNION OF CHURCHES 

It is only n a t u r a l  t h a t ,  a f t e r  cen tu r i e s  during which a Euro- 
c e n t r i c  model of the Church was taken f o r  granted a s  a un ive r sa l i zab le  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Church and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  around Rome was regarded 
a s  i n t r i n s i c  t o  it, t h e  emphases today should widely f a l l  on t h e  
freedom and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of l o c a l  Churches f o r  t h e i r  o m  s e l f - r e a l i z -  
a t ion .  The more s e r i o u s l y  the  Churches assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e i r  l o c a l  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  more a dialogue of Churches w i l l  
become an inner  requirement of a genuinely Cathol ic  communion and 
t h e  more such a dialogue w i l l  i n  some r e s p e c t s  a l s o  take  on t h e  
cha rac te r  of a dialogue of c u l t u r e s .  This may appear a s trange way 
of looking a t  the  i s sue ,  given t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  communion i n  Chr is t ian  
f a i t h ,  hope and love might be thought t o  make such dialogue unnecessary 
o r  superfluous.  But t h e  e f f o r t  t o  i n c u l t u r a t e  the  Gospel i n  the  
s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  matr ices  of l o c a l  Churches does cause problems 
i n  mutual understanding f o r  which a uniform, Euro-centric Church i s  
ill prepared. The problems can a r i s e  on two l e v e l s .  

F i r s t  Level - Dialogue Among Local Churches: There is the  problem 
of dialogue between 

var ious  l o c a l  Churches around the  world. The more concre te ly  t h e  
Church becomes genuinely loca l  Churches with immediate reference t o  
the  economic, s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  circumstances and 
chal lenges ,  the more d i f f i c u l t  it may be f o r  l o c a l  Churches t o  under- 
s tand one another ,  t h e  more dec i s ions  made i n  one a r e a  may challenge 
o t h e r  Churches, the more l i k e l y  it may be f o r  Churches t o  wonder i f  
t h e i r  communion with one another is not threatened.  Such Churches need 
t o  l e a r n  t h e  s k i l l s  of dialogue within t h e i r  common Chr i s t i an  connnit- 
ment, able  t o  m&.e d i s t i n c t i o n s  which a uniform approach t o  the  Church's 
s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  d a s  n o t  r equ i re  and no t  only t o  t o l e r a t e  but  t o  
apprecia te  d i f f e rences  which the  l o c a l i z a t i o n  of the  Church deaands. 

Second Level - Local Church and t h e  Church of Rome: the  second l e v e l  
on which t h e  

problem a r i s e s  is  t h a t  be tmen  a l o c a l  Church and Rome's minis t ry  of 
c a t h o l i c  un i ty .  For one of t h e  r o l e s  which the Bishop of Rome must 
p lay  is  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  of guaranteeing t h a t  t h e  concrete c a t h o l i c i z i n g  - 

of t h e  church not lead t o  a d i s so lu t ion  of Catholic  un i ty ,  whether by 
a l i e n a t i o n  from the  Church of Rome o r  by the  a l i ena t ion  of l o c a l  



Churches from one another. An i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  was provided by 
Rome's ac t ions  i n  bringing together representa t ives  of t h e  h ie ra rch ies  
of t h e  United S ta tes .  France and Germany when they were a l l  r e f l e c t i n g  
on the  question of nuclear  war. This ,  I t h i n k ,  r e su l t ed  i n  conclusions 
acceptable t o  a l l  while not  preventing t h e  h ie ra rch ies  from addressing 
the  i s sue  i n  t h e  terms they believed t h e i r  severa l  circumstances t o  
require .  The dialogue promoted by Rome, i n  other words, l e d  t o  t h e  
re laxat ion of tens ions  and, it seems, t o  the improvement of each 
hierarchy 's  statements. 

The F i r s t  Condition of Dialogue: The i s s u e s  of r e l a t i o n s  with Rome 
a r e  f a r  more complex and var ied ,  

of course, and it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  genera l ize .  It is  no t  u n f a i r  o r  
mistaken t o  say t h a t  Rome i s  t r y i n g  t o  do what it ought t o  do .- a t t end  
t o  t h e  requirements of uni ty  - and t h e  Churches e re  t r y i n g  t o  do what 
only they can do - at tend t o  t h e  requirements of concrete c a t h o l i c i t y .  
AS long a s  each acknowledges the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  o the r ,  the  
f irst  condit ion of dialogue i s . f u l f i l l e d .  But no one should expect 
t h a t  the  t ens ions  and dieaqreements w i l l  not be with u s  f o r  a very 
long time o r  t h a t  they w i l l  e a s i l y  be resolved. We do not have much 
experience i n  the  required dialogue and are only beginning t o  work 
out  some of the ecc les io log ica l  and anthropological  t h e o r i e s  needed 
t o  help the  p r a c t i c a l  resolut ions ,  It is  in many ways a new experiment 
f o r  the  Catholic Church. 

TWO h i s t o r i c a l  Examples - The Churchesof Elnttznd West: There a r e  
two h i s t o r i c a l  

examples t o  which wa couid look f o r  some help i n  understanding what 
d i f ferences  a r e  compatible with Catholic unity.  The f i r s t  is the  
communion between t h e  Churches of t h e  West and those of t h e  East.  
u n t i l  t he  eleventh century,  t h e  Churches of t h e  two a r e a s  and t r a d i t i o n s  
l ived  i n  e c c l e s i a l  cormunion, however d i f f i c u l t  o r  t roubled it may 
sometimes have been. There is  a good deal  of h i s t o r i c a l  experience 
t h a t  might be studied t h e r e ,  hoth f o r  a proper understanding of 
Catholic d i v e r s i t y  and f o r  uncovering t h e  s o r t s  of disagreements and 
tens ions  which, i f  l e f t  unattended, can lead t o  schism. 

b he Churches Across Centur ies  and Cultures:  The o ther  example i s  the  
simple f a c t  t h a t  the 

Church of today bel ieves  i t s e l f  t o  be i n  communion with t h e  Church 
of a l l  previous centur ies .  A c e r t a i n  way of looking a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  Church can lead one t o  see only the  p o i n t s  of cmunion 
between the  Churches of d i f f e r e n t  ages. But anyone who looks c lose ly  
a t  t h e  concrete l i f e  of the  Church over t h e  l a s t  twenty cen tu r ies  w i l l  
see t h a t  t h e  Murches  d i f f e r  not only among themselves but a l s o  with 
t h e  Churches i n  t h e  twent ie th  century i n  almost anyplaceonear th .  
Consider, f o r  example, t h e  Church of Jerusalem i n  the f i r s t  century, 
t h a t  of Rome i n  t h e  f i f t h  century,  t h a t  of Spain i n  t h e  n inth ,  t h a t  
of P a r i s  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h ,  t h a t  of Munich i n  t h e  s ix teen th ,  t h a t  of 
Vienna i n  the  eighteenth,  t h a t  of Bavaria in  the  nineteenth.  S t .  Thomas 
explained t h e  c a t h o l i c i t y  of t h e  Church t o  mean not only i t s  qeoqiiaph- 
i c a l  but a l s o  its temporal nn ive rsa l i ty .  Ca tho l i c i ty  across  t i m e  i n  
f a c t  has keen c a t h o l i c i t y  across  cu l tu res ,  and t h i s  may he lp  us  today 
t o  dialogue across  the  many cu l tu res  of t h e  same day. 

The Church and the  Social Sciences: Such dialogue W i l l  r equire  s k i l l s  
the  Church has not  recent ly  f e l t  

i t s e l f  t o  need. Not l e a s t  of them perhaps i s  the  a b i l i t y  t o  m&e use 



of t h e  cont r ibut ion  which such s o c i a l  sc iences  a s  sociology and 
c u l t u r a l  anthropology can o f f e r .  Bernard Lonergan has  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  Church "wi l l  have t o  recognize t h a t  theology i s  not  the  f u l l  
sc ience  of man, t h a t  theology i l lumina tes  only c e r t a i n  a spec t s  of 
human r e a l i t y ,  t h a t  the  Church can become a f u l l y  conscious process 
of se l f - cons t i tu t ion  only when theology u n i t e s  i t s e l f  with a l l  other  
r e l evan t  branches of human s tud ies .  

There is today a r e a l  temptation t o  r e t u r n  t o  a d u a l i s t i c  
v i s i o n  of t h e  church which would accentuate t o  the  p o i n t  of abso lu t i z ing  
t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  of the  Church from a l l  o ther  s o c i a l  b d i e s  and 
t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  of theology from a l l  o ther  human d i s c i p l i n e s .  
Dialogue w i l l  only be t r u l y  r,ossib$e i f  we acknowledge from t h e  
b e g i ~ i n q  t h a t  we can and need t o  l ea rn  from o t h e r s  perhaps a s  much 
a s  w e  have t o  teach them. This  is the  perspect ive  of Vatican 11. 

Ref. FABC PAPERS N0.42. FABC, G.P.O. BOX 2984, Hong Kong. 

- end - 

THE G~OPJTH OF LOCAL CHU.?CHES. 

The tension between the  tw~  wings of Chr i s t ian i ty  - Jerusalem 
upon the  one hand, the  c b c h e s  of the  gent i le  world upon the  other - 
i s  one of the  principal underlying themes of the  New Testament, 
especial ly  of Paul's l e t t e r s  and of Acts. These gen t i l e  churches 
were younger than tha t  of Jerusalem, and they lacked i t s  learning. 
Many of their members had not been brought up upon the  scriptures,  
and t h e i r  knowledge o f  Moses, of Isaiah, of Jeremiah, must o f t en  
have seemed pret ty  superf ic ial  i n  comparison with what was taken for 
granted i n  Jerusalem. 

Now we know tha t  t he  future lay  with gen t i l e  Chris t iani ty ,  t ha t  
- a f t e r  the  f a l l  of Jerusalem i n  the  year. 70 - the  Jewish-Christian 
church w u l d  almost disappear, but a t  the  time t h i s  u l s  not a t  a l l  
so clear.  The weight of learning, experience, t radi t ion,  lay upon 
the  one side; only gr3wth and an o f t en  amateurish enthsiasm,  upon 
the  other. C o m n i o n  remained between the  tw, but a lso  considerable 
misunderstanding and a dangero fempt ion:  the co l lec t ion  P a u l  made 
among the  gen t i l e  churches u l s  undoubtedZy intended as  a gesture of 
fellowship a t  a time when schism - or a t  l eas t  u profound, cmd in -  
creasingly all-embracing, fa i lure  i n  mutual sympathy - seemed not 
&poss ib le .  He must increase, but I rm~st decrease'. Could the  
J~rusa l em  Christ ians h u e  the  v is ion,  t he  h u m i l i t y ,  t k e  clear-eyed 
for t i tude ,  t o  go as  far a s  that?  To accept the  implications o f t h e  
onward mamh of a mysterious providence wh<ch would make of the  Church 
qui te  quickly scmething v a s t l y  d i f f e r en t  from what a devout Christ ian 
Jew l i v ing  i n  Jemsulem around the  year 50  w u l d  have hoped and prayed 
for? 



THE ROLE WTD hlISSION OF THE LAITY 

Le Cmdinal  Basil  Hume v i e n t  de parZer rscemnent ci Za 
d i rec t ion  e t  aux Qtudiants  d-I AZZ-~alZows CoZZege de DubZin, du 
futur synode m . l e s  2 ~ 2 s .  A ses y e w ,  Ze Synode e s t  une nouvelZe 
Qtape du processus de prise de conscience de 2 ' ~ g Z i s e  e t  de son 
renouveau. Le concept de Peuple de Dim Q7k~borg par Vatican II; 
Z'EgZise c a m e  "comnion" ,  ce pi imptique qu ' i l  rn peut y avoir  
duns ZrEgZise des  membres a c t i f s  e t  des  membres passi fs;  la 
part ic ipat ion des  la'ics d l a  mission enseignante e t  propMtique du 
Christ;  Zes n m v e t t e s  f o n e s  17e mission e t  de ministe'res; Ze r6Ze 
r e s p a s a b t e  des  ZaXcs duns ZrEgZise c o m e  dans Za sociSt6; - t e t s  
s a t  Zes points  mis en ZwniBre par Ze Cardinat duns sa confZrence, 
pubtige dans kz revue 'TabZet". 

The Synod on t h e  Laity,  which w i l l  t ake  place i n  Rome In 1987 should 
not be regarded a s  "a decis ive  moment i n  t h e  

l i f e  of t h e  Church"; it i s  "best seen a s  another s tage  on a journey 
of self-understanding and renewal", and t h i s  i s  t h e  "context within 
which we should be looking a t  the  ro le  and mission of the  l a i ty" .  

The Church as People of God: Despite t h e  focus of the  next synod, 
the  l a i t y  should not be considered i n  

i so la t ion ;  "The l a i t y ,  c lergy and re l ig ious  together  make up t h e  one 
People of God... It would be a mistake t o  i n s i s t  t o o  r i g i d l y  on a 
d i s t i n c t i o n  of ro les" .  The m i n i s t r i e s  of clergy and l a i t y  a r e  com- 
plementary: " i t  i s  unhelpful t o  assign t o  the  c lergy an exclus ively  
'churchy' r o l e  and t o  t h e  l a i t y  exclus ively  a secular  one. La i ty  
have a r o l e  within t h e  l i f e  of t h e  Church a s  w e l l  a s  within socie ty" .  

The Church a s  Communion: The Extraordinary Synod of 1985 and t h e  
S y n d  on the  l a i t y  belong together.  They 

embrace t h e  same understanding of t h e  Church. From the Extraordinary 
Synod had emerged the  understanding of t h e  Church a s  koinonia o r  
communio (communion). C m u n i o  re fe r red  not t o  t h e  Church's 
s t r u c t u r e ,  hut t o  i t s  essence,  i n  which a l l  be l ievers  share.  The 
primary i d e n t i t y  of l a y  people comes from t h e i r  bagtismal c a l l i n g  
i n t o  t h e  cornunity of f a i t h ,  and a l l  be l ievers ,  by v i r tue  of baptism, 
becme members of the  Body of Chr is t  and share h i s  mission. The 
theologian Fr. Walter &¶4pas-drote:"'The i n t e r e s t  of the l a i t y  and 
t h e i r  readiness t o  share in  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is perhaps the  most 
valuable and important contr ibut ion of t h e  pos t -conc i l i a r  epoch ... 
The ecclesiology of communio implies,  a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  the re  cannot 
coexist  i n  the  Church ac t ive  and passive members."' New forms of 
mission and minis t ry  are  taking shape. They need t o  be recognised 
and affirmed. 

The Prophetic and Teaching Mission 

of a l l  Christ ians:  "Perhaps suprisingly,  w e  have tended 
the  p a s t  when r e f l e c t i n g  

t h e  vocation and r o l e  of every Chr is t ian  t o  concentrate almost exclus- 
ive ly  on i ts p r i e s t l y  aspect  - prayer, worship, of fer ing of t h e  Eucharist.  



The prophetic  and kingly r o l e  of  t h e  whole People of God needs more 
ca re fu l  a t t e n t i o n  and developing. How do a l l  the  baptised,  fo r  
instance,  share i n  the  prophetic  and teaching mission of C h r i s t ,  both 
within the  caormunity of f a i t h  and i n  the t a sk  of evangelisat ion?" 
Are t h e  l a i t y  t o  undertake "the t a s k  of sanct i fy ing secular  r e a l i t y  
while being denied a responsible r o l e  i n  t h e  l i f e  of t h e i r  pa r i sh ,  
deanery and diocese?" 

Signs of Hope: Among the  s igns  of hope i n  the Church i s  the  growth 
of i n t e r e s t  i n  prayer.  The ca rd ina l  canmends the  

r e t r e a t m o v e E n t , p r a y e r  groups, and charismatic renewal, a s  well a s  
the  growth of secular  i n s t i t u t e s  such a s  Focolare and t h e  Grai l .  
While some Catholic  apos to l i c  movements have l o s t  momentum and 
membership, Cathol ics  are  now a c t i v e  " i n  s ingle- issue ,  widely-based 
campaigns l i k e  t h e  p ro - l i f e  movement, jus t i ce  and peace campaigns 
and t h e  movement f o r  women's r igh t s" .  Similarl.y, profess ional  
groups f o r  problems of medical e t h i c s ,  f o r  communications, and 
Catholic a s soc ia t ions  of doctors ,  nurses, hea l th  workers and pr ison 
v i s i t o r s  were evidence of "the c r e a t i v i t y  of t h e  S p i r i t  among t h e  
l a i t y " .  However, "It i s  very important t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
vocation and the  r o l e  of t h e  l a i t y  i s  t o  be fund p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h e  
conscient ious  discharge of family r e s p o n s i b l i t i t e s ,  i n  t h e  conduct 
of d a i l y  l i f e  a t  work and socie ty .  . . " 

Creating Community: I t  is not  su rp r i s ing  t h a t  20  years  had not  
su f f i ced  f o r  t h e  grandeut- of the  

v i s ion  of the  c o u n c i l ' s  Decree on t h e  Apostolate of t h e  Lai ty  t o  be 
"widely grasped and t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  movements, organis~i t ibn6,  s t r u c -  
tu res" .  Yet the re  has a l ready been an e h t i r e l y  new emphasis on the  
c rea t ion  of cornunity in  the  pos tconc i l i a r  Church, and a new emphasis 
on t h e  fanlily. h%ile i n  Europe the re  is  no equivalent  t o  the  
development of bas ic  communities i n  Lat in  America and Af r i ca )  it would 
seem t h a t  " the development of small groups and t h e  pa r i sh  a s  a 
c o m n i t y  of communities o f f e r s  the  b e s t  hope of growth". 

Hunger f o r  the  t h i n g s  of God; Radical renewal within the Church and 
t h e  development of t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  

of t h e  whole People of God i s  needed. "The reform of t h e  l i t u r g y  by 
no means ensures i ts  renewal nor t h a t  of t h e  Church. We have i n  so 
many ways neglected t h e  r o o t s  of s p i r i t u a l i t y ;  we have not  pa id  enough 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the f o s t e r i n g  of a S p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  l a i t y  t h a t  meets 
t h e i r  hunger - o f t e n  unacknowledged - f o r  t h e  th ings  of God." There 
i s  a need t o  make r e a l  the  inner mystery of t h e  Church, which is 
communio, ye t  a l l  t oo  of ten  "we bring t o  the  l i f e ,  mission, and 
min i s t ry  of the  Church, a t t i t u d e s  and ca tegor ies  derived from the 
secu la r  world, based on i t s  models of power and domination and not  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  inner  r e a l i t y  of our sharing i n  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  
Tr in i ty" .  

rro Restorinq Christendom: On t h e  o the r  hand, in  t h e  Church's. 
approach t o  the  world, "We who have 

inher i t ed  the  t r a d i t i o n s  of a Chr i s t i an  EurGpe must &ware of t h e  
temptation t o  l o n g n o s t a l g i c a l l y  f o r  the  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  Christ-endom, 
even l o c a l l y ,  o r  t o  harbour the  delusion t h a t  anything l e s s  i s  an 
e v i l  t o  be condemned." 

plural ism and the  Need f o r  Eialogue: The p lura l i sm of soc ie ty  is now 
even more pronounced and demands 

t h e  dialogue suggested by Gaudium e t  Spes i n  which t h e  Church is urged 



t o  l i s t e n  and receive a s  much a s  it o f f e r s  and speaks. Dialogue 
siwuld not  be mistaken f o r  monologue. So whatever may have been 
t r u e  i n  the p a s t ,  dialogue is today pre-eminently t h e  s t y l e  bes t  
s u i t e d  t o  modem times." Dialogue is necessary not only f o r  the  
ex te rna l  l i f e  of t h e  Church a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  world but  i s  
i n t e g r a l  t o  how t h e  Church conducts "its own i n t e r n a l  relat ionships."  

Dialogue i s  the  Human Mode: Dialogue i s  t h e  "human mode by which we 
enable C h r i s t  t o  c a r r y  out  h i s  mission". 

"We do not ,  a s  y e t ,  possess t h e  whole t ~ t h  - a l l  Chr i s t i an  h i s to ry  
is a gradual explora t ion  of it under t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  S p i r i t . "  
Only in t h i s  context  can we address t h e  next  synod and "o f fe r  hope 
and t h e  Gocd Mews of t h e  Gospel t o  Europe - (and t h e  o the r  Continents 
Ed.) to-day". 

Ref. 20th September, 1986 - TW TABLET 

- end - 

"Cat inue t o  aesociate the  Chris t ian Lq,man on a broad leve l  
i n  your c m i t m e n t  o f  evangelization o f  t he  poor. Know how t o  
l i s t e n  t o  the  voice of  the  young generation. T t  i s  t m e  tha t  young 
people cannot possess the  wisdom of the  e lders .  But t h e i r  aspir- 
at ions,  when they are generous and supported by wholesome c r i t e r ia ,  
cons t i tu te  a grcce of  renewal for t he  re l ig ious  Ins t i tu tes" .  

. . - 
Bef. John P a l  I I t o  the  Oblate Chapter, October 1986. 



INTERNATIONAL DEBT CRISIS 

Cet cu t ic le  sur Za cr ise  de Z'endettement intemationaZ e s t  
Ze quatrikme d'une sOrie sur Zes causes de t a  pauvretg duns Ze monde. 
IZ exmine Z'histoire de ce-t endettement, en cumencant avec 
t 'appar i twndes  s y s t h e s  bancaires t r a n s n a t i o m .  

A part ir  de 1960, de .grandes entreprises mgricaines  s1instaZ2Q- 
rent d 2 'gtranger pour &chapper  AX impEts. Les banques Zes 6uivirer.t 
sans tarder, d Za fo i s  pour pr2ter entreprises e t  pour en gSrer 
Zes revenus. TeZZe .fit Z'origine de Z"'EuromarchB", un fonds 
monitaire sans nationaZitQ que Zes hanques u t i l i sd ren t  pour pr2ter 
GUX pays ddcoZonisgs en voie de dgvetoppement. Apre's. 1970, Zes 
p8trodoZZars de I 'CPEC suherg8rent t e s  banques du moyen4rient e t  
sem~iren t  Zargment iz des  p ; t s  d ces pays en voie de dgvetoppment. 
Le rgcesswn de 1979 frappa de pZein fouet ces nations dgbi tr ices  
qui se trouvzrent incapahtes do rwnbarrser 2eur.s de t t e s  axc tenps 
f b d s .  En 1982, Z'annmce fa i te  par 2e rlexique qu ' i z  ne pouvait pas 
rembourser ses  26 ni22iards de ds t tes ,  f i t  de c e t t e  c r i s e  une nouveZZe 
de premie're page dans Zes ,iournmx. 

Grdce d ce t  a r t i c l e  nous espgrons pouvoir rEfZlchir sur l a  
f q o n  dont Zes pauvres du Tiers-Monde sont tmchbs  gZobaZement par 
Z'endettement. Abus pouvons a ins i  poursuivre notre engagement duns 
Za recherche de Za .justice gconomique c m e  manifestation du r o y m e  
de Dim. 

- 
Ci ty  of Joy i s  t h e  s to ry  Dominique Lapierre t e l l s  of a  t i n y ,  

teeming slum i n  t h e  Large metropolis  of Calcutta .  Individual  l i v e s  
i n  t h e  C i ty  of Joy,  Anand Nagar, r e f l e c t  in microcosm t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
of contemporary debtor  nat ions.  Three statements from t h a t  book 
seem t o  por t r ay  the  h e a r t  of the  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  Third World deb to r s  - 
t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  ever pay off  the d e b t s  and t h e  consequent and i n -  
creas ing poverty of the masses. 

I had t o  leave my v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  death of my fa the r .  The 
poor man had never succeeded i n  wiping o u t  the family debts  
t h a t  went back t o  h i s  f a t h e r  and h i s  grandfather .  He had 
mortgaged our land t o  pay ofE t h e  i n t e r e s t ,  but even t h a t  hadn ' t  
been enough, and when he d ied ,  I had t o  borrow even more t o  
give him a  proper funera l .  

A few days before the payment terms expired,  he had managed 
t o  negot ia te  another loan with a  usurer  from a  neighboring 
v i a l l a g e .  For peasants ,  paying o f f  one debt  with the  he lp  of 
another loan,  then paying off  t h a t  loan with a  t h i r d ,  and so  on 
was common p r a c t i c e .  When it came t o  the  f i n a l  reckoning, they 
invar iably  l o s t  t h e i r  land. 

Everything i n  t h e s e  s l u m s  combined t o  d r i v e  t h e i r  inhab i t an t s  
t o  ab jec t ion  and despai r  and shortage of work and chronic 
unemployment, appal l ing  low waaes, t h e  inev i t ab le  c h i l d  labor ,  
t h e  imposs ib i l i ty  of saving, debts  t h a t  could never be redeemed, 
t h e  mortqaging oE personal possessions and t h e i r  u l t imate  l o s s  
sooner o r  l a t e r .  There was a l s o  t h e  t o t a l  non-existence of any 
reserve  food stocks and the  necess i ty  t o  buy i n  minute 
q u a n t i t i e s  - one c e n t ' s  worth of s a l t ,  two o r  t h r e e  



c e n t ' s  worth of wood, one match, a  spoonful of sugar - and 
t h e  t o t a l  absence of privacy. 

Fundamentally: u n t i l  qu i t e  r ecen t ly ,  t h e  debt  c r i s i s  
was viekred a s  a  pure ly  f inanc ia l  

question. Simple and straightforward,  debtors  owed c r e d i t o r s  money 
which must be paid. Any problems i n  payment were t o  be d e a l t  with 
throuqh a  f inanc ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  was only a f t e r  t h e  World Bank/ 
In te rna t iona l  Monetary Fund (IFIF) meeting i n  Seoul, i n  October 1985, 
t h a t  governments such a s  the  U.S. acknowledge i t ap l i t i ca l  dimension 
t o  t h e  c r i s i s .  Beyond both t h e  f i n a n c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  quest ions,  
however, l i e  the  moral questions. The debt  c r i s i s  i s  above a l l  a  
moral c r i s i s ,  f o r  t h e  money and the  p o l i t i c s  t r a n s l a t e  u l t imate ly  
i n t o  f a c e s  of human suffer ing.  J u s t i c e  and human d i g n i t y  l i e  a t  - 
t h e  hea r t  of the  debt  c r i s i s  with t h e  l i v e s  of m i l l i o ~ l s  a t  stake. 

Debt of $1 T r i l l i o n :  Country a f t e r  country i n  what i s  known a s  t h e  
Third World o r  t h e  L e s s  Developed Countries 

(LDC' s )  make up t h e  agqregate of nat ions  which now owe almost $1 
t r i l l i o n  t o  F i r s t  Ciorld indus t r i a l i zed  nations.  I n  Auqust 1982, with 
a  debt of c lose  t o  $85 b i l l i o n ,  Mexico announced it could not  pay 
the  $26 b i l l i o n  due. This  anr~ouncenent sent  shock waves through the  
f i n a n c i a l  world and catapulted t h e  in te rna t iona l  debt  c r i s i s  t o  
f r o n t  page news. In  1986 a  now la rge r  in te rna t iona l  debt  i s  receiving 
a t t e n t i o n .  

The present  debt c r i s i s  i s  a  pos t  inlorld War I1 phenomenon, I.le 
w i l l  look b r i e f l y  a t  i t s  h i s t o r y  before r e f l e c t i n g  on i t s  present  
r e a l i t y  and suggestions t h a t  have been proposed f o r  i t s  a l l ev ia t ion .  

HISTORY OF THE DERT CFISIS 

The evolution of the  t r ansna t iona l  banking system (1960-1979) 
was probably t h e  s ingle  most important economic event of the  p a s t  
two decades: it has created a  vas t  economic system whose major p layers  
have removed themselves from t-heir  country of o r i g i n ,  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
from t h e  regula tory  con t ro l s  meant t o  i n t e q r a t e  such i n s t i t u t i o n s  
with the economic p o l i c i e s  pursued by t h e i r  countries.  In o the r  
words, t h e  r e a l i t y  of the  q lobal  money system has outgrown t h e  con- 
ceptual  and p o l i t i c a l  mechanisms ava i l ab le  f o r  running it. 

Banks Followed Corporations: In  the  1960s, U.S. corporat ions moved 
abroad t o  escape taxation.  Banks 

soon followed, Path t o  lend t o  these firms and t o  service  t h e i r  
earnings. This was the  o r i g i n  of the  "Euromarket", a  pool of s t a t e -  
l e s s  money from which the  bulk of developingcountrydebt  was drawn. 

Petrodollars:  When OPEC nat ions  quadrupled o i l  p r i c e s  in  1973-74 
and again i n  1979 pe t rodo l la r s  flowed i n t o  v!estern bank;. 

Bankers r ea l i zed  t h a t  they had a  large  l iqu id  surplus  t h a t  throuqh 
lending could be t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  p r o f i t s .  Pressure was on i n  t h e  
banks f o r  growth and p r o f i t .  In te rna t iona l  banking grew on a grand 
scale  through a  new breed of aggressive,  post-depression bankers who 
saw the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  new developing coun t r i e s  which were becoming 
indus t r i a l i zed .  

The: After Vnfterorld Bar 11, 

one-third of t h e  
worid's population began t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from colonies  t o  170 independent 



governinq u n i t s  by 1976. These new nat ions  emerged i n t o  a modern 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economy a l ready s e t  i n  place.  Their need f o r  development 
c a p i t a l  and consequent borrowing of t h e  necessary funds led  t o  a new 
mode of  colonial ism a s  the developing nat ions  becar@ more and more 
t i e d  t o  a debt  service  payment. A new p a t t e r n  of domination and 
dependence has emerged. The bishops i n  the  1971 Synod i n  Rome gave 
e a r l y  warning: " I f  t h e  developing nat ions  and regions  do not a t t a i n  
l i b e r a t i o n  through development, t h e r e  is r e a l  danger t h a t  t h e  con- 
d i t i o n s  of  l i f e  crea ted  e s p e c i a l l y  by co lon ia l  domination may evolve 
i n t o  a new form of colonial ism i n  which t h e  developing nat ions  w i l l  
be t h e  v ic t ims of the  i n t e r p l a y  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic forces". 

With i n c r e a s h g  access  t o  funds, t h e  fore ign debt  i n  Asia, Africa,  and 
Latin America grew a t  a r a t e  higher than the  r a t e  Of growth of the  
GDP and exports .  The advent of a desperate f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  advance 
f r m  both i n t e r n a l  and ex te rna l  f a c t o r s .  

I n t e r n a l  Factor: Cap i t a l  F l igh t :  Though much of t h e  money was used 
t o  bui ld  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  in -  

d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  (though o f t en  not  of benef i t  t o  t h e  major i ty  of 
people) ,  much was l o s t  i n  c a p i t a l  f l i g h t .  Between 1980 and 1982, 
c lose  t o  $70 b i l l i o n  repor tedly  found i t s  way out  of seven of the  
world's l a r g e s t  debtor na t ions  (Mexico, Argentina, Venezuela, 
Inaonesia, Egypt, Phi l ippines ,  Niger ia) .  There a r e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e  Marcos f d l y  may have d ive r t ed  a s  much a s  $10 b i l l i o n  out of 
t h e  Phi l ippines .  

External  Factors:E;kternal i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic shocks, however, 
appear t o  bear primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c r i s i s .  

In  1979, the  U.S.  i n i t i a t e d  severe a n t i - i n f l a t i o n a r y  p o l i c i e s ,  a 
centerpiece of which were d r a s t i c  r i s e s  i n  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  A s  
i ndus t r i a l i zed  coun t r i e s  s l i d  i n t o  a recess ion,  t h e  developing coun- 
t r ieShT2rehit  from a l l  s ides :  t h e  i n t e r s s t  r a t e s  they had t o  pay on 
t h e i r  debts  soared, but t h e i r  export earnings d r i e d  up a s  demand in  
the  North slumped and t h e  p r i c e  of ccmmodities plunged t o  unprecedented 
lows. The recession alone c o s t  developing coun t r i e s  h i l l i o n s  i n  
export  earnings and t e :ms  of t r ade  de te r io ra t ion .  Under these con- 
d i t i o n s ,  keeping debt repayments cu r ren t  soon became impossible. 

Rescheduling Debts: Country a f t e r  country i n  1982-83 declared i t s e l f  
i n  need of a rescheduled debt  repayments p lan ,  

and went t o  t h e  IMF and the  P a r i s  Club t o  rescheduie. The banks 
were stunned, and worsened t h e  s i t u a t i o n  by c u t t i n g  Sack d r a s t i c a l l y  
on almost a l l  lending t h a t  was not u t t e r l y  neocessary i n  order  t o  
service  t h e  debt .  The rescheduling exe rc i ses ,  although providing a 
much-needed breathing space f o r  debtors ,  were exorb i t an t ly  expensive. 
The added f e e s  and high i n t e r e s t  charges only increased the  debt.  

PRESE3T REALITY 

IMF Aus te r i ty  Measures: Conditions o r  a u s t e r i t y  measures s e t  by the  
I IW a r e  profoundly f e l t  tkirouqhout debtor 

nat ions.  I t  i s  t h e  most vulnerable i n  these  coun t r i e s  - t h e  poor - 
who a r e  most a f fec ted  by t h e  a u s t e r i t y  demands. In order  t o  l i m i t  
domestic spending, I M F  condi t ions  requi re  wage c e i l i n g s ,  employment 
reductions,  and e l iminat ion  of consumer goods. Government revenues 



a r e b o l s t e r e d  by add i t iona l  t axes  and more e f f e c t i v e  co l l ec t ion  of 
current  taxes.  Currency i s  genera l ly  devalued and p r ice  con t ro l s  
on food and consmer goods a re  relaxed. Cei l ings  a r e  placed on 
borrowing and monetary expansion. Exports a r e  expanded and imports 
a r e  reduced. IbW lending and rescheduling p o l i c i e s  tend t o  become 
touqher a s  the  c r i s i s  deepens. IMF a u s t e r i t y  measures r e s u l t  i n  
unemployment, food pr ice  increases ,  more sickness with fewer hea l th  
services ,  a r i s e  i n  i n f a n t  morta l i ty ,  and m r e  small and middle 
loca l  businesses f i l i n g  f o r  bankruptcy. 

A Rise i n  Infant  Mortality: Maria's s to ry  i n  a Lima shantytown can 
be the  s to ry  of any woman of poverty i n  

Tanzania or the  Phi l ippines  or Nicaragua. The s t o r y  begins, "Maria's 
f i f t h  c h i l d  died t h i s  pas t  November. Born with a weak hear t ,  Jose 
died a t  th ree  months. Alone because her husband was i n  pol ice  custody 
for  s t e a l i n g  what wou1.d amount t o  USS30, Maria c a r r i e d  the t i n y  
blanket-wrapped body on her l a p  f o r  the  long bus r i d e  home. She l a y  
Jose in  a wooden c o f f i n  given her by a neighbor. Burial  was delayed 
t o  obta in  a death c e r t i f i c a t e  because torm h a l l  workers were on s t r i k e  
pressing f o r  a l i v i n g  wage. F i n a l l y  a t  the bur ia l  s i t e ,  J o s e ' s  grave 
became one of many i n  the  h i l l s  and h i l l s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  graves. 
Already meager resources became more meager with g r e a t  cos t  i n  human 
l i v e s  while debt service  payment continues t o  take  p r i o r i t y  over l i v e s  
l i k e  ~ o s e ' s . "  

-: Third !Vorld debtor nat ions more 
and more frequently produce exports  

simply t o  pay debt  service  without being ab le  t o  plan f o r  i n t e r n a l  
development o r  f o r  purchasing new p a r t s  f o r  dated, imported agr icu l -  
t u r a l  machinery and i n d u s t r i a l  equipment. The World Bank es t imates  
t h a t  804, of a l l  loans received by developing countr ies  i n  1985 went 
t o  pay old ones: by 1990, the  f igure  w i l l  be 958. With production 
enerqy going mainly f o r  fore ign exports  t o  service  the  debt ,  of ten  
food and other e s s e n t i a l  goods must be imported a t  higher c o s t s  than 
home production w u l d  cos t .  

A blew Kind of Colonialism: Peru ' s  President  Alan Garcia speaks of 
a new kind of colonialism: "Here one 

fundamental i s sue  a r i s e s :  t h e  fore ion debt ,  a s  a major hindrance t o  
t h e  develovment and w e l l - k i n g  o f  our  peoples. The fore ign debt 
expresses a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  r i c h  and poor of the  ea r th ;  i ts  
root  cause i s  the  imbalance of the  p r i c e s  of raw mate r i a l s  and 
manufacturinn and i n d u s t r i a l  resources." 

" ~ h r o u g h c u t  t h e  cen tu r ies  t h e  countr ies  t h a t  a r e  today under- 
developed have financed t h e  mercanti le  and i n d u s t r i a l  economies of 
those t h a t  a re  now wealthy coun t r i e s ,  and i n  the  l a s t  few years have 
f a l l e n  i n t o  debt  i n  order t o  finance a model of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and 
consumption imported from abroad. A s  a r e s u l t  the debt  has tecome a 
cause of c o n f l i c t  between poor South, of which our American continent  
i s  a p a r t ,  and t h e  i n d u s t r i a l ,  i m p e r i a l i s t ,  f inanc ia l  North. This 
must not be confused with an i s sue  t h a t  p i t s  East agains t  West i n  a 
c o n f l i c t  of hegemony. " 

Debtor: A debtor country ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  import goods 
not only c r i p p l e s  i t ' s  o h .  i n t e r n a l  economy, 

it a l s o  h u r t s  the economy of ot-her debtor nat ions  which a l s o  e x i s t  on 
an export economy. The II4F demand t h a t  Argentina reduce i t s  imports h u r t  
Bolivia,  f o r  EIolivia needed Argentina t o  buy i t s  n a t u r a l  gas  exports .  



Even t h e  U.S. has f e l t  IMF imposed a u s t e r i t y .  t"exico's 1982 cutbacks 
on U.S. imports c o s t  t h e  U.S. approximately 150,000 jobs. A growing 
protect ionism on t h e  Dart of t h e  I!.S. and o the r  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  na t ions  
f u r t h e r  c u r t a i l s  economic growth and i n v i t e s  economic s tagnat ion .  The 
i n a b i l i t y  t o  recoup former meager s tandards of l i v i n g  i n  La t in  America 
and the  reduction of a l ready bare-bned economies i n  African coun t r i e s  
p o i s e s  developing na t ions  f o r  poss ib le  major s o c i a l  explosions.  While 
debtor  na t ions '  economies a r e  facing s tagnat ion  and ranpant unemployment 
and food shor tages  p r e c i p i t a t e  r i o t s ,  banks a r e  c u t t i n g  back on economic 
a id  t o  developing count r ies .  A t  t h e  same time m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  is 
growing. 

A s  t h e  arms bui ld  up continues,  m?ny of  t h e  developing c o u n t r i e s  
themselves a r e  importing arms over o the r  gocds e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  well 
being of the  people of those  na t ions .  it has been pointed out  t h a t  
among twenty-five coun t r i e s  t h a t  hzd t o  reschedule d e b t s ,  $11 b i l l i o n  
was spent  on arms between 1901 and 1903. Among twenty coun t r i e s  with 
t h e  l a r g e s t  fore ign  d e b t ,  t h e  val.ue of arms imports equaled 20% of 
the  debt  increase  between 1976 ar.d 1980. Some of the  na t ions  havinsj 
t he  lowest incornes have t h e  g r e a t e s t  surges of m i l i t a r y  expenditures,  
moving i n  a  twenty year  span between 1960 and 1982 from 4.8% t o  
5.8% of t h e  GNP. Many of these  corultri.es have average annual incomes 
of l e s s  than $300. Not only  do m i l i t a r y  expenditures decrease the  
a b i l i t y  t o  inves t  i n  c a p i t a l  equipment and development p r o j e c t s  nore 
important ly it decreases the  a b i l i t y  t o  inves t  in  hea l th ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  
education and o t h e r  human developmect. needs. 

C l i e n t  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  East-West Conf l ic t :  In t h e  East-West c o n f l i c t ,  
both the  U.S. and t h e  U.S.S.Z. 

use arms a s  a  prime instrument f o r  turn ing  developi.ng na t ions  i n t o  
c l i e n t  s t a t e s .  I.?hile m i l i t a r y  e x p n d i t u r e s  i n  developed c o u n t r i e s  rose  
by more than  $459 b i l l i o n  between 1960 and 19R3, economic a id  grew only  
by $25 b i l l i o n .  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  !I.S.GXP, tha U.S. prcvides  under - -  
0.3 percent  f o r  econcmic a i d  c r  l e s s  t t a n  cne-tenth of tt.at of  t b e  
Marshall Plan which hehped rebu i ld  c'evastated European cocnt r ios .  

Soc ia l  Goals and National Securi ty:  ?uth Sivard ,  author of M i l i t a r y  
and Social  Expenditures s t a t e s ,  "The Mi l i t a ry  

competition f o r  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  a r n s  has no counterpar t  on t h e  s o c i a l  
s ide .  National 1.eaders ccmpete f i e r c e l y  foz  m i l i t a r y  pre-eminence. 
Unfortunately, t h e r e  i s  no evidence of r race among nat ions  Eor top 
rank i n  s o c i a l  g o a l s , i n  insu r ing  s a t i s f a c t o r y  l i v i n g  s tandards ,  t he  
b e s t  education f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  access ib le  hea l th  c a r e  f o r  a l l .  
Yet t h e s e  t o o  a re  1egitimat.e ob l iga t ions  o f  government a s  bas i c  t o  
na t iona l  s e c u r i t y  a s  defensive m i l i t a r y  forces .  Pres ident  Garcia 
of  Peru has  s a i d  t h a t  "Each b u l l e t ,  which i n  33 percent  of a l l  cases  
i s  used i n  shooting p r a c t i c e ,  r ep resen t s  a food r a t i o n  t h a t  could 
have been given t o  a  c h i l d  t o  save him/her from death."  

C i v i l  Proqress and Economic DeveloFment: Though we a re  keenly aware - 
t h a t  a  n t l i t a r y  bu i ld  up - 

k i l l s  even i f  no weapons a r e  used we need t o  remi.nd ourse lves  of  t h i s  
f a c t  a s  we consider  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  debt  c r i s i s .  An abundance o f  
money is  spent  on n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  i n  :be F i r s t  World and i n  t h e  
Third World which a c t u a l l y  w i l l  not  render  s e c u r i t y  i f  more bas i c  



human needs a re  not met. Pope Paul V I  succinct ly  said: "We look 
t o  a l l  people of n o d  w i l l ,  reminding t h a t  c i v i l  proqress and 
economic development a r e  t h e  only road t o  peace." Almost twenty 
years  ago t h e  Rev. r lar t in Luther King, Jr. observed: ''A nat ion t h a t  
continues year a f t e r  year t o  spend nore money on n i l i t a r y  defense 
than on proqrans of s o c i a l  u p l i f t  is approaching s p i r i t u a l  death."  
S t i l l  in 1983. averaqe m i l i t a r y  e x ~ n d i t u r e s  were $110 f o r  each of 
t h e  e a r t h ' s  1 . 2  b i l l i o n  people. I n  the  a l l o c a t i o n  of f i n i t e  r e -  
sources, we m u s t  consider what our p r i o r i t i e s  a r e  in  l i g h t  of human 
d i ~ n i t y  and human r i g h t s .  Global welfare does not  r e s t  on m i l i t a r y  
might. 

ALLEVIATIO1'1 OF THE DEBT CRISIS 

Voices f r w  t h e  Third llorld are now c a l l i n g  f o r  un i ty  among 
debtors  i n  workinn wi th  c r e d i t o r s  and the  I4F s o  t h a t  t h e i r  peoples 
b r i l l  no lonser  be impoverished. 

I t  i s  a c a l l  f o r  a l l  t o  share in  the  debt  burden. Third world 
coun t r i e s  have made a d j u s t ~ e n t s .  Those who c a l l  fo r  un i ty  see  t h a t  
now is t h e  time f o r  banks, c r e d i t o r  coun t r i e s  and t h e  I:F t o  do the  
same. Over t h e  l a s t  tvm o r  t h r e e  years  un i ty  h a s  been proposed i n  
Latin America by the "r7uito nec la ra t ion  and Plan of Action" by t h i r t y  
Latin h e r i c a n  and Caribbean coun t r i e s  and by the  Cartaqena (Colombia) 
Conference and t h e  ?tar de P l a t a  (Arqentine Communique involving 
rlexico, Colonbia, F r a z i l  and Arqentina).  In Africa such un i ty  has 
been ca l l ed  f o r  i n  the  Laqos Plan of Action by African heads Of 
s t a t e  and t h e  Organization of African Unity. Thouqh un i ty  is  pro- 
nosed, s t r ena th  in  ac t ion  i s  wanting. 

Concrete !leasures: In t h e  context  of a shared burden, the  Debt C r i s i s  
Yetwork proposed short-term, medium-term, and 

long-term poss ib le  so lu t ions .  

SHORT TEXY 'IrASURES would include changinq some outstanding 
debts  t o  o ran t s  and giving new c r e d i t  on e a s i e r  terms t o  t h e  l e a s t  
developed countr ies .  

nrEDIU!~-TER'I would incorporate most of t h e  short-term measures 
and would n ive  n u l t i - y e a r  moratoriums t o  buy development t i m e .  I t  
nro-noses t h a t  aiA be channeled t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  encourage g r e a t e r  
s e l f - r e l i a n c e  in dehtor na t ions  and look t o  t h e  benef i t  of t h e  loca l  
por~ulat ion.  Fur ther ,  it psoposes a reduction i n  m i l i t a r y  and s e c u r i t y  
r e l a t e*  a s s i s t a n c e  and a r a i s e  i n  6evelo.mental ass is tance .  

TBC-TERM MEASURES,vrould reduce t h e  power of t h e  INF t o  t h e  
t a s k  of nrovidinq short-term balance-of-qayment support in  a reformed 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  sys ten .  The lonc-term proposals  c a l l  f o r  
new n o l i c i e s  in f i s c a l  and monetary measures,trade,corporate account- 
a b i l i t y  ancl ag r i cu l tu re .  The U . S .  budget d e f i c i t  must be reduced t o  
lower i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  

A New J u b i l e e  Year: Ehen we look a t  a socio/economic order  which 
leaves t e n s  o f  mi l l ions  in misery and b e r e f t  of 

human d i q n i t y  while a few accrue most of t h e  wealth, we have t o  ask 
how and why an? work toward j u s t  and equ i t ab le  so lu t ions  because we 
know each anc? every Derson is  ~ r e c i o u s  t o  a God of love. Col lec t inq  
i n t e r e s t ,  demandinq .payment, gathering land and wealth must be 
questioned when such accumulation th rea tens  the  l i v e s  of so  many. 



Perhaps it i s  time f o r  a new Year Of Jub i l ee .  A t  least it is time for  
u s  t o  know more su re ly  t h a t  we CYOOSE our socio/economic order;  it 
i s  not  determined. The hunan cormunity can a l t e r  o r  change t h e  way 
t h e  wealth an? t h e  aoods of t h e  e a r t h  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  The U.S. 
Bishops in  t h e i r  Draft L e t t e r  on t h e  Economy speak t o  u s  about t h a t  
power of choice. "Every nersnect ive  on econmic  l i f e  t h a t  i s  human, 
moral and Chr is t ian  nus t  be shaped by t h r e e  questions: What does 
t h e  economy cloforpeople? What does it do t o  people? And how do 
neople p a r t i c i n a t e  in  i t ?  The economy i s  a human r e a l i t y :  meh and 
women working toae the r  t o  develop and ca re  f o r  t h e  whole of God's 
c rea t ion .  A l l  t h i s  ~ m r k  must serve t h e  ma te r i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  Well- 
being of people. I t  influcences what people hone f o r  themselves 
and t h e i r  loved ones. I t  a f f e c t s  t h e  Way they  a d  toae the r  in  
socie ty .  I t  inf luences  t h e i r  very f a i t h  i h  God." 
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FDJAblCIAL DEPDJDEFICY: A IIISSIOE.: PROBLEM 

(This note from MESSIS a popular Italian mission maguzine 
a ler ts  i t s  readers to  a problem which i s  nonnalZy not discussed 
Zest it Zed t o  a decrease i n  funding for rniss7:on projects). 

Impellinq needs and a t  t i n e s  t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n s ,  force t h e  r e s -  
ponsible leaders  of t h e  l o c a l  churchas of t h e  Latin American 
cont inent  t o  r e s o r t  t o  ex te rna l  sources of financing. There is t h e  
temptation t o  c r e a t e  work8 and s t ruc tu res  which can never be 
supnorted with l o c a l  resources and whlch a r e  o f t e n  e n t i r e l y  foreign 
t o  the  l o c a l  socio-cul tura l  environment. 

The "option f o r  t h e  poor" taken in Puebla r e q u i r e s  a s t ruc tu r inq  
and organisa t ion  of churches l e s s  dependent on funds from abroad. 
The bishops have recognised t h i s  and they a r e  nakinq e f f o r t s  t o  
c r e a t e  mechanisms which a r e ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y ,  e f f e c t i v e  in  s e l f -  
financinn. 

? i i s s ionar i e s  coming from other  countr ies  must understand and 
increas innly  observe t h i s  policy. They may be exemplary in t h e i r  
indiv idual  and c o ~ m u i i t y  l i f e  of poverty, but while intendinq t o  
he lp  t h e  l o c a l  church, they increase i ts  foreign dependency. 
The l o c a l  p r i e s t  who cannot r e l y  on help  from f r i ends  and r e l a t i v e s  
abroad f i n d s  it very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  su.pport himself and these  ex i s t ing  
works uhen he has t o  t a k e  t h e  ?lace of t h e  fo re ian  missionary. The 
missionary from abroad does not  need t o  r e l y  on s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
support himself,  but t h e  l o c a l  p r i e s t  cannot survive without these  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The impression i s  thus  qiven t h a t  t h e  foreign missionary 
is more d i s i n t e r e s t e d  while t h e  l o c a l  c l e rqy  become involved i n  non- 
pas tora l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Then t h e r e  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  foreign p r i e s t  has no family 
t i e s  or  se r ious  worries  in  sus ta in ing hiinself. Th i s  g ives  him more 
freedom t o  denounce widespread s i t u a t i o n s  of oppression and i n j u s t i c e  
a l l  over t h e  continent .  

I t  seems t o  he a matter  o f  urgency t o  reconsider t h e  type  of 
p r i e s t s  whom we send from abroad and t h e  l i f e  s t y l e  they should assume. 
They have b u i l t  residences,  schools, h o s p i t a l s ,  churches, h a l l s ,  s o c i a l  
centers ,  radio  s t a t i o n s  t o  he lp  people grap,ple with t h e i r  needs, in 
prac t i ce ,  taken t h e  p lace  of t h e  publ ic  adminis t ra t ion  f o r  a long time. 
They have bought, and we maintain, a l l  kinds o f  means of t r anspor ta t ion  
t o  enable them t o  t r a v e l .  !qhen t h e  l o c a l  people t ake  over these  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  where can they f i n d  t h e  means t o  
keep and supDort them? r!ill they  have t o  t r a v e l  a l l  over Europe and 
America looking anxiously fo r  help? Perhaps i n  Latin America t h e  pro- 
blem is not  a s  se r ious  a s  it is f o r  t h e  churdhes o f  Asia and Africa.  
but it i s  qrowinn in Latin America, too. 

n i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  and s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  neeOed, more cons i s t en t  
with t h e  inage of a poor and simple church. I f  n o t ,  t h e  people w i l l  





Land Refom: Church l eaders  had qathererl t o  consider violence in  
t h e  country and the  nromised land re fo rn ,  an i ssue  in 

which, a s  the bishops put it, the  qovenment " i s  makina considerable 
s t e o s  backwards". 

The n res iaen t  of the  0406 f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  a o r i c u l t u r a l  r e fo rn  " i s  
on t h e  no in t  of beinq strangled:  when in t h e  country people t a k e  t h e  
law in to  t h e i r  own hands, it coula mean chaos." In h i s  view it i s  
the  qovernment's duty t o  t a k e  care  of disarmament in  t h e  country, but 
he warned t h a t  an in tervent ion  from t h e  army should not  lead  t o  one- 
s iped disarmament of t h e  peasants.  

Mar. Lorscheiter  emphasize$. t h a t  d l 1  the  b i s h o p  in  Braz i l  support 
the  aoricultClra1 reforms and in  t h ~ s  connection he pointed t o  remarks 
made t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  by the  (conservat i fe)  archbishop of Rio de  Jane i ro ,  
Cardinal Euqenio Sales. 

?rqr. Tarschei ter  f u r t h e r  showed t h e  i r r i t a t i o n  of t h e  Brazi l ian 
Church about t h e  ?resent  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  country by l o i n t i n q  out  
t h a t ,  more than a year a f t e r  a c i v i l i a n  novernment had re turnee  t o  
Dower, " the re  s t i l l  e x i s t  remnants of t h e  o ld  f a s c i s t  system". 
Referrinq t o  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  publishec! in  t h e  p ress  by l a m e  landowners 
and novernment o f f i c i a l s ,  t h a t  t h e  Church stirs up t h e  c o n f l i c t s  in 
t h e  country, he saicl, " I t  has become fashionable again, a s  in t h e  
worst period of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  t o  accuse us  of subversion." 

11. STATEMENT OF Dm LUCIAN0 MENDES DE ALMEDIA, Secretary t o  t h e  
Eraz i l i a n  Bishops' 

Conference ahout t h e  murder of Fr. Josimo Morais Tavares in Imoera- 
t r i x  (MaranhZo) on 10th May, 1986. 

Since severa l  sec to r s  of t h e  p ress  a r e  spreading t h e  news t h a t  
Fr. Josimo's  murder was motivated by revenge, we wish t o  make t h e  
followino .public statement: 

1. For years  a l ready Fr. Josimo had been threatened;  he received 
severa l  warninns about t h e  r i s k s  he incurred. 

2 .  The death of t h e  h i red  k i l l e r  which i s  supposed t o  have t r i q g e r e d  
the  'revenue", took p lace  ou t s i ?e  the  na r i sh  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  
where Fr. Josimo worked f o r  t h e  C.P.T. (Coordenaclo pas to ra l  
da t e r r a )  i n  t h e  diocese of Tocanti?onolis.  

3. In t h e  VFJP Journal  of 19.6.'R6 on p .22  it was published in 
bold p r i n t  t h a t  a hirer? k i l l e r  sa id  l i t e r a l l y  about Fr. Josimo, 
"vie have t o  make an end of t h i s  black n r i e s t  and those forelqn 
s i s t e r s . "  This  drew nation-wide a t t e n t i o n .  

4. On 9 .12 . 'R5 ,  when Fr.  Josimo was t r a v e l l n o  from S i t l o  Novo 
(Goias) t o  Imperatr ix (t'aranhlo) together  with a p a s t o r a l  worker 
and a farm labourer, they saw a man f i r e  a uun i n  t h e i r  d i r ec t ion .  

5. On 15.4.'06 a t  7.30 n.m., between t h e  par ishes  of Auqustinopolis 
an* Axixa, Fr. Josimo was t h e  v ic t im of an a t t a c k  which has heen 
widely nubl ic ised  in  t h e  na t ional  p ress ,  anC from which he es- 
caper1 because t h e  b u l l e t s  qlanced o f f  t h e  door o f  h i s  car.  

6. I n  Anr i l ,  '86 Fr. Josimo and a pas to ra l  worker were in  t h e i r  
o f f i c e  in  Imneratr ix,  when someone t r i e d  t o  fo rce  h i s  way i n  
through the  door. Recause they s t a r t e d  shouting out f o r  he lp  he 
c'isanpeared. 





Wow you w i l l  understand t h e  following: Everything t h a t  is  
happeninn i s  t h e  lon ica l  conseauence and r e s u l t  of  my wsrk: t h e  
s t rungle  and t h e  defence of  t h e  poor, f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  Gospel, 
which leP me t o  undertake t h i s  t a s k  t o  i t s  f i n a l  consequences. 

try l i f e  has no s igni f icance  a s  compared t o  t h e  l i v e s  of  s o  m n y  
peasants ,  f a t h e r s  of famil ies ,  %rho have been v i o l e n t l y  k i l l e d .  They 
leave behind t h e i r  wives and chilPren who have been chased from t h e i r  
lanP, neqlected now, without love, without food, without a  home." 

Father Josimo. 

Ref. The Torch Vol.11, No.4. SePt. 1986. S r s .  of  Chari ty,  Hinthamers- 
t r a a t ,  164; 5211 >lY's-Yertogenhosch; Netherlands- 
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1. The S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  SECACl (Syn~osiurn of Episcoqal Conferences of  
Africa and nladauascar) is lookinq fo r  a  r e l i g i o u s  ( S i s t e r /  
~ r o t h e r / P r i e s t )  t o  work i n  t h e  capaci ty  of a d n i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  
and b i l i n y a l  t r a n s l a t o r .  T h i s  pos i t ion  is un?er t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  Secre tary  Ceneral o f  SECAl! and i n  accordance with t h e  
i n t e r n a l  r eau la t ions  of  t h e  Sec re ta r i a t .  

2. SECAV should he e n t i r e l y  responsible fo r  maintenance including 
accorot'ation, t r anspor t  and medical care  and s h a l l  make provision 
f o r  her/him t o  receive a good s t ipend a t  t h e  end of h e r / h i s  term 
of service .  The pos i t ion  c a r r i e s  a  personal allowance of US$ 150 
per  month. 

3. The terms of t h i s  cont rac t  a r e  subjec t  t o  r ev i s ion  before any 
eventual  renewal of  t h e  con t rac t ,  t h e  cont rac t  may be terminated 
by e i t h e r   arty bv giving t h r e e  nonths no t i ce  in writ ing.  For 
fu r the r  in fonmt ion  w r i t e  to :  Rev. Fr.  Obinna Aguh, C.S.S.P., 
~ecretary-General/SFCAf1/ 4 Senchi S t r e e t /  P.O. Box 9156/ A i r , p r t  
Accra/ GIJATJA ( t e l e ~ h o n e  -- 77706/ 74724). 

NEW GRADUATE STUDIES 

The S e l l y  Oak Colleges Federation i n  Birmingham, England, i n  
cooperation w i t h  t h e  University of Rirminyham, has established two 
new graduate level  qua l i f i ca t ions .  
(1 )  The l ln ivers i ty  Dioloma i n  I l iSS iOn  includes s t u d i e s  i n  b i b l i c a l  
foundations, theology of missions and an opt ional  s p e c i a l i t y  ( h i s t o r i c a l ,  
Thi rd  b'orld, i n t e r f a i t h ,  new r e l i g i o u s  movements, e t c .  
(2)  The TTniversitv Di?loma i n  Ver! Reliqious Movements is t h e  f i r s t  
formal mla l i f i ca t ion  i n  t h i s  nevi s n e c i a l  f i e l d ,  and includes h i s t o r i c a l ,  
s o c i o l o r ~ i c a l  and miss io loqica l  Aspects of movements in t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  
an? a l s o  those  known as " the  c u l t s "  i n  t h e  West. Both Diplomas requ i re  
a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  and a year  of Eull- t ine study. A C e r t i f i c a t e  a t  a  lower 
l e v e l  i s  a l so  offered .  Comencinq - September 1907. 
ENOliIRIES TO; Dean of IJ ission,  o r  Director ,  CElgERN', S e l l y  Oak Colleaes 

Fet 'eration, Rirminqhm, B29 6LQ, UNITED KII~IC,mt!. 

- 



C.L:II; 
Centrup Lektuurvoorz ienina Missionarissen 

DO not  be put of f  by t h e  name! r e  c a l l  r eade r s '  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  CLra - a Center a t  t h e  se rv ice  o f  p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and l a y  
~ e o p l e  throuqhout t h e  world. The Center w i l l  he lp  you t o  order  pub- 
l i c a t i o n s  in any lanquaae and t o  subscribe t o  any maaazine o r  
pe r iod ica l  what soever. 

You can order  p a s t o r a l  o r  c a t e c h i t i c a l  m a t e r i a l ,  incluCing audio- 
v i s u a l  ma te r i a l s .  Thei r  catalogue is  a v a i l a b l e  on demand. 

RddreSs C.I,.i:. 
Gasthuisr ing 54 
5041 KC T i l h r c  
~ o l l a n d  / Paes i  Bassi.  

Le cL:4 e s t  Z l a  d i snos i t ion  des ~ r e t r e s ,  r e l i g i e u r  e t  l a i c s  du 
monde e n t i e r  nour l e u r s  commandes de l i v r e s  dans n'inlnorte q u e l l e  
langue e t  vour l e u r  abonnernentSrmelque revue que ce  s o i t .  

Par  l ' i n t e r r r6P ia i r e  du CCL" on neut  6qaler.ent se  procurer du mat& 
r i e l  p a s t o r a l  ou ca t6cMt ique  a i n s i  que des m y e n s  audio-visuels  
(CemanPez Leur ca ta loque)  . 

NISSIM PRQJECT SERVICE 

The 2nd Edit ion of  AGENCIES FOR PROlECT ASSISTANCE is now 
avc i l eh le  a t  SFDOS Documentation Centre. It c o n s i s t s  of  a valuable 
l i s t  of sources of  s u - p o r t  fo r  small Church and o r  Lay snonsored 
n r o j e c t s  i n  Afr ica ,  Asia, L l t i n  America and t h e  P a c i f i c .  The aim 
of t h i s  oraanisa t ion  i s  t o  help miss ionar ies  and indiaenous peoples 
ob ta in  a s s i s t a n c e  from i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a id ing  aqencies t h a t  suDport 
socio-economic and n a s t o r a l  Pevelopment p ro jec t s .  

P lease  note new address: 

ONE FQVE"! PLhZA, APT. 25A 
12th  STREET E C QVENIIE 
NE1.r Y O X  i lY  10009 
Tel.  212.533.6206 

Eleven your~n p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  t:issionary Socie ty  of  S t .  Paul 
receivefl t h e i r  missionary mar!?ate a t  a departure ceremony in t h e  National 
I l iss ionary Seminary of S.P;lul a t  Cwagwalacla, Abuja, Miqeria on October 
3rd 19G6. rnwo have l e f t  f o r  Cameroun and t h r e e  f o r  ilonrovia Liber ia .  



T h r e e  w i l l  go t o  work in galveston-I?ouston,  Texas  and two w i l l  s t a y  
t o  work w i t h  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  i n  N i g e r i a .  The Senir.ary o f  S t .  P a u l  h a s  
now a t o t a l  of  120 major  s e m i n a r i a n s  a l l  d e d i c a t e d  t o  miss ion .  

Contact:  Rev. James S h e e r i n ,  SPS; NMSSP, Box' 11, 
IPERU-REMO, OGUN STATE, NIGERIA. 

JUSTICE AND FAITH I.IORKSHOP 
FEBRUARY 22nd - JUr?E 5 t h .  1987 

T h i s  is t h e  f o u r t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  workshop i n  t h e  series. The 
f i r s t  t h r e e  were snonsored by t h e  Colwnban F a t h e r s .  T h i s  IJorkshop 
i s  sponsored  by t h e  I r i s h  Miss ionary  Union. 

&en t o  l a i t y ,  r e l i g i w s , p r i e s t s ,  " t h i r d "  and " f i r s t "  m r l d s ;  
Aim:  t o  s t r e n q t h e n  commitment t o  e v a n g e l i s e  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  
s o l i f i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  poor.  

15  Weeks: R e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  hlOO Cos t  p e r  week expec ted  t o  be 
approx imate ly  h190. The b'orkshop may a l r e a d y  be  c o m p l e t e l y  booked 
o u t  b u t  w e  recommencl e n q u i r i e s ~  t o  The D i r e c t o r ,  J u s t i c e  and F a i t h  
W o r k s h o ~ ,  S t .  Colurnban's NAVAN, IRELAND. The c*lorkshop h a s  been 
ad judged  e x c e l l e n t  - s o  e n q u i r i e s  would n o t  be  o u t  of  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  
followinc! Course. 

KROEGER JAMES H. 

3 
N e w  York, O r b i s  Rooks, 19Q5. Pn.482. 
522.00 ( p r e p a i d ) .  

GEORGE DEEBOS 
The Mustard Seed: From a French  H i s s i o n  t o  a Papuan church.  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Panua N e w  Guinea S t u d i e s ,  P.O.Dox 1432, Roroka, Papua - 
N e w  Guinea,  19R5. Do.541. $1G.00 apyxox. (Also  o b t a i n a b l e  from Rev. 
T. A ~ r t s ,  Pox 1107, Doroka, P a ~ u a  N e w  Guinea. ) 

These  a r e  two semina l  works. J m e s K r o e g e r ' s d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s  ( h e  is 
a t ' iaryknoll n r i e s t )  i s  now a v a i l a b l e  from O r b i s  F.ooks and  i s  of  s p e c i a l  
interest i n  v iew o f  Church-Sta te  develonments i n  t h e  P h i l i p i n n e s .  
Georne D e l b s  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  F e a r t  S o c i e t y ,  c o n c l u d e s  h i s  s tudy  o f  a 
c e n t u r y  o f  m i s s i o n a r y  development i n  PaDua N e w  Guinea:  " Y e s ,  miss ion  
accor-plishefi!;' The French o r i q i n a l  was ~ u b l i s h e d  j u s t  s i x  months 
p r e v i o u s l y  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e :  

Cent ans chez les Payous: t.!ission a c c m ~ p l i e ?  (sic)  Ambiqu i t i e s  a g a i n ?  



IIISSIEJ I N  THE 8 3 ' s  

V o i c i  une recension d'un a r t i c l e  i n t h e s c a n t  du P. FeZipe Gmez,  
S.J. sur l a  '?f ission,  v ing t  ans q r d s  Vatican II ';  pant dans la "East 
A s i a  Pastoral Review, VoZ. XXIII, n. I ,  1986. 

'%ssionary Ac t iv i ty  Twnety Years & f t e r ,  Vatican 11, Fe l ipe  
Covez S.J.: Fas t  R s i a n  P?stc:al Review, Vol.XXII1, Elo.1, 1986. P?. 
26-57. 

Is Mission s t i l l  i n  c r i s i s  t~$re r ty  years  n f t e r  Vatican I I ?  That 
John Paul I1 is  concerned api)tars i n  h i s  m?ssage f o r  t h e  1985 1:orld 
"lission Day: -mated hy PC. Comzz: "Tur? thcusand years  have passed 
s ince  t h e  euntes docete of Chr is t .  Flcll, t h i s  connand seems t o  have 
suffererl a s e t  back in some places ,  while i n  o thers  it anpears t o  he 
~ r o c e e d i n n  very slowly". The Pope i s  not  alone i n  complaining about 
t h e  seeminn lack  of enthusiasm evoked. by mission to-day. 

Those who attendcrl l a s t  y e a r ' s  SEDOS Seminar a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  
on J u s t i c e  and Evanqelization, ?larch 1'335, may r e c a l l  t h e  observation 
of t h e  l a y  resource ?erson: he s a i d ,  he was c l e a r  a b u t  h i s  aims and 
ob jec t ives  in h i s  own vrofess ion ,  hut he had t h e  d i s t i n c t  impression 
t h a t  t h e  miss ionar ies  present  vere not .  Those who seek reasons f o r  
t h i s  ambiguity, -end pan- d i a  aarec  v i t h  t h e  observation - should 
read t h i s  f a sc ina t inq  survey of r'r. Coxez. The t i t l e  of h i s  a r t i c l e  
i s  somewhat inaccura te  f o r  what he mives u s  i s  r e a l l y  a survey of  
t h e  chanainq a t t i t u A e s  an6 objec t ives  t h a t  accompanied missionary 
a c t i v i t y  from t h e  period before Vatican Council 11, (he goes hack t o  
Godin's b a n c e  pays de rnissio?ir, of 1943) ,  up t o  t h e  Extraordinary 
Synod of Pishops in  Dec~?he.r 1985. 

Th i s  i s  a co~prehens ive  look hack a t  t h e  s h i f t s  b:hich have 
taken n lace  in  t h e  understandinq of  mission coverinq t h e  end of 
colonial ism, t h e  con t rad ic t ions  which hrose Cron re th inking mission 
i n  t h e  aftermath of Vaticcn 11, t h e  exergence of "the poor" and t h e  
s h i f t  "from heaven t o  e a r t h ,  from soul t o  body fron baptizing pagans 
t o  l i b e r a t i n o  t h e  oppzessed", t h e  f a i l u r e  of development, t h e  ~ r o w t h  
of t h e  l o c a l  -church, t h e  demsnds of incu l tu ra t ion ,  t h e  move "from 
conquest t o  r l ialowe",  t h e  ecumenical preroaat ive,and much more. 

There was t h e  orogressjve i n ~ l w e n t a t i o n  of a communion 
ecclesiology b s t e a ?  of t h e  pyramidal one inher i t ed  from Vatican I 
with i t s  consequent efFect  on t h e  r c l e  of t h e  Holy See i n  t h e  Mission 
of t h e  Church. Fach Church has becone missionary ss much so  t h a t  a s  
0. Deqri jse no in t s  o u t ,  a decade from now [Ilestern miss ionar ies  w i l l  
probably no lonqer outnurhez thosz I r c 9  non-western countr ies .  
Ministry too  has changed d r c s t i c s l l y  a s  a l s o  a t t i t ~ d e s  towards t h e  f u l l  
and a c t i v e  par t  i c i y a t i o n  of  na9en. 

A s  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  Church model sin!;s i n  more l a y  people become 
involved i n  mission. The new c m t e x t ,  c h ~ r a c t e r i s e d  by plural ism, 
swarms with t h r e a t s  and ambir;uities but a l s o  abounds in  oppor tuni t ies .  
llew methods of evangelizinq must b-. inves t iga ted .  The mass media have 
scarce ly  been touched. FeT;i f c u ; ~ ~ e n i s i s  foresaw t h e  rreetinq between 
Oueen Elizabeth and John X X I I I ,  o r  t h e  r ec ip roca l  withdrawal of 
excommunication when Paul I V  met At!lenaqoras of Constantinople o r  
Paul V I ' s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  I'orld Council c: Churches i n  Geneva o r  h i s  



meetinq w i t h  or.  Cogqan, t h e  Anqlican Primate. H i s  meetings w i t h  
t h e  In te rna t iona l  labour o f f i c e  i n  Geneva and h6th t h e  United Nations 
broke s t i l l  f u r t h e r  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n  a s  d id  h i s  celebrated journeys t o  
Jerusalem and t o  India.  And who could have Eorseen t h e  wide ranoing 
t r a v e l s  of John Paul II? O r  t h e  growth martyrdom f a r  away from t h e  
Churches of Sl lence  i n  the  very countr ies  where t h e  Church boasted of 
its g r e a t e s t  numbers? 

Between t h r e a t s  and. hopes, t h e r e  is t h e  reminder t h a t  mission 
does not  go without t h e  c ross  of Christ .  The " c r i s i s  of mission", 
has brought p u r i f i c a t i o n  a lso .  "The mission has confessed i t s  shor t -  
comings, e r r o r s  f a u l t s  o f  t h e  pas t .  Honesty a l s o  requ i res  our 
q ra t i tude  t o  and aCmiration f o r  so  many heroes of t h e  missions". 
The c r i s i s  an? Arawbacks of mission, seeing so much work gone t o  
seen, teach us  again t h e  o ld  lesson-that  t h e  mission i s  not ours,  
t h a t  we a r e  use less  servants  who t o o  of ten  put our i n t e r e s t s  before 
those of Christ .  Are we not a l l  t a i n t e d  t o  some ex ten t  h ~ i t h  p e l a g i a n i m ,  
buildina t h e  kinqdom ourselves,  doing mission ourselves? 

I t  i s  not easy t o  be c l e a r  about t h e  immediate object ives ,  t h e  
s t r a t e g i e s ,  t h e  how of mission. 9ut  I seam t o  hear aqain t h e  s a e  
lay  resource person a t  V i l l a  Cava l l e t t i :  "There is a r e a l  world out 
t h e r e  and whether you l i k e  it o r  not you have t o  l i v e  in it". The 
ul t imate  a i ~  of mission remains the  same - proclaiming t h e  good news 
of Jesus  Christ .  How t o  do it i n  t h i s  chanqino world i s  a constant 
chnllenge which we must not avoid. 

Gonez re fe r re*  t o  t h e  SEDOS Seminars of 1969 and 1985 in h i s  
essay, but not t o  t h e  SPDOS RESEARCH SEMINPR ON THE FUTURE OF HISSION 
in  1981. That Seininar acknowledned and S e a l t  with many of t h e  
ambiguities mentioned by h i n  and indicated d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
fu ture  of mission which a r e  standing the  t e s t  of time, - reading 
Gomez's review OF mission s ince  Vatican 11, even s i x  years i s  a 
not ins ign i f i can t  period! This essay i s  an evocative and provocative 
overview f u l l  of i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t s  an? a s i d e s  of vhich only a few 
a r e  touched on here. It is  w e l l  worth reading. 
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L A Y  PEOPLE APrD TuF DYNAI!ICS OF FAITH 
THE PRO MUNDIVITA SYIIPOSIUM, LOFIE, SEPTEMBER 19C6 

Will ie  Jenkinson, CSSp. 

(Pro lhctrdi V i ta  a marqul,son25e' anniversaire par un Symposium 
sur t e  LaLcat e t  La dynmique de l a  Foi qui s ' e s t  tern 2 Lomi, Togo 
en septembre 1.98fi. Le F.  ,Tenkinson qui y part ic ipai t  donne quetques- 
unes de ses G-pess ions .  ??!V pubZiera un Buttet ion 8 4  t e  Symposium 
m d6but de 1987.1 

- 
Pro Mundi Vi t a  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Research an*. InEornation Centre 

held a week long symoosium a t  Lome Togo, from 15-20 October 1986 on 
t h e  occasion of t h e  25th anniversary of i t s  foundation in Rrussels.  

PRO r~mlnI VITA has a s  i ts aim t o  inform leade r sh ip ,  f i r s t  and fore-  
n o s t ,  of t h e  Catholic  Church, but  increas ingly  of  t h e  

o t h e r  Churches an? i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bodies both on t h e  i s s u e s  beinq 
ra ised  within t h e  Church (Lunen Gentium) and on major contemporary 
problems fac ing  soc ie ty  (Gaudium e t  Spes) .  Th i s  involves a cons tant  
e f f o r t  t o  rea.1 the  "s iqns  of  t h e  times", t o  b r ing  t o  t h e  hunan 
community the  impact of  t h e  Gospel and of C h r i s t i a n  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  t o  
respond cons t ruc t ive ly  t o  t h e  ques t ions  r a i s e d  by s c i e n t i f i c  pro- 
Tress an3 t h e  changes i n  soc ie ty .  P.M.\'. a t tempts  t o  be an e f f e c t i v e  
s t r u c t u r e  desiqned t o  organize a d i a l o ~ u e  between f a i t h ,  c u l t u r e ,  
and ecience and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  research  anci communication between 
s c i e n t i s t s  and Church leadership.  I t  has given spec ia i  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  mission of t h e  Church ac ross  Cul tura l  boundaries throughout i t s  
25 years.  A considerable proport ion of i t s  well knom Doss iers  and 
S u l l e t i n s  have d e a l t  with s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  and problems of  rnissj -n and 
a r e  much appreciated by many i n  Church leadership  r o l e s  inc ld ing  
SEDOS members. 

O R I G I N  AND PURPOSE OF THE SYMPOSIUPI: I n  1966, inmediately a f t e r  
t h e  Second Vatican Council, it 

was pointed out :  " h i s t o r y  shorts t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  l a i t y  was n o t  
r e a l l y  and f u l l y  recoqnizec' u n t i l  man himself discovered t h e  value 
of t h e  world". Indeed t h e  Counci l ' s  new empahsis on t h e  common 
priestho06 of  t h e  b a . ~ t i r e d  is c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  be a 
"Church i n  t h e  i:odern ip'orld". Tor'zy, two decades a f t e r  Vatican 11, 
can we add t o  t h a t  statement by sayinq t h a t  " the  value of t h e  world 
bras not  r e a l . 1 ~  and f u l l y  recoqnized u n t i l  t h e  l a i t y  discovered them- 
s e l v e s  a s  beinc t h e  Church"? 

l i v e  i n  a time when t h e  major a r e a s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  such a s  
t h e  family, work an$ p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  opera te  independently of t h e  
normative voice of t h e  Church. The respons ib le  l a y  person, a s  a 
member of  s o c i e t y  and of t h e  Church a s  a s o c i a l  organiza t ion ,  cannot 
but ask him/herself t h o  quest ion:  !ba t  i s  ny r e spons ib l i ty  i n  a 
period when t h e  family is,  a t  one and t h e  same time, seen a s  some- 
t h i n q  which is d e s i r a b l e ,  but a l s o  a s  sonethinq which i s  abused and 
disputed;  when the  S t a t e ,  which obtrudes i t s e l f  almost everywhere 
and not  only in t h e  p o l i t c a l  sphere, i s  beinq c a l l e d  i n t o  quest ion 
iron t h e  ins ide ;  when work i s  reduced t o  t h e  economic c r i t e r i a  of 
p r o f i t  and consumotion alone- 

The new empahsis on t h e  l a i t y  has a l s o  produced some unexpected 



consequences. I n  ce r t a in  countr ies ,  f o r  example, l ay  groups and 
movements bear important witness in soc ie ty  independent o f ,  and 
scmetimes outs ide ,  e x i s t i n g  e c c l e s i a l  s t ruc tu res ,  becoming e i t h e r  
a Church on t h e  periuhery o r  c rea t inq  se r ious  tens ions  with t h e  
hierarchy. In o the r  coun t r i e s  t h e  new access  t o  theologica l  educa- 
t i o n  has  r e su l t ed  in t h e  production of more thoe loq ica l ly  t r a i n e d  
l a y  neoole and r e l i q i o u s  than p r i e s t s ;  most of them, however, remain 
unemployed i n  t h e i r  f i e l d .  

The purpose of t h i s  symposium was t o  address t h e  fundamental 
ques t ions  r a i sed  by t h e  changes in modern socie ty .  I t  sought t o  
bring together  committed Chr i s t i ans  from d i f f e r e n t  cont inents  whose 
l i f e  experience and r e f l e c t i o n  in various a reas  such a s  community 
l i f e ,  m i n i s t r i e s ,  involvement in  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  family l i f e ,  e t c .  
would provide t h e  b a s i s  fo r  a synthesis-vision of t h e  l a i t y  in  t h e  
cominq years. 

TFE SYfIPOSI1ll.I; brouqht toqether  approximately 80 people; There were 
35 l a y  persons, 12 r e l i g i o u s  and p r i e s t s ,  6 p r e l a t e s ,  

r ep resen ta t ives  of funding aoencies an& in te rna t iona l  organisa t ions  
and 14 from t h e  s t a f f  of P.M.V. There were 48 men and 32 women. 
I n  a symposium on La i ty  i n  1986 t h i s  P iv i s ion  may appear f a i r  given 
t h e  usual  d i s p r o p r t i o n  but i f  t h e  P.11.V. S ta f f  (10 men and only 
3 women) and t h e  6 P r e l a t e s  a r e  exclude8 t h e  remaining 60 were 
eaua l lv  divided between women and aen. P a r t i c i p a n t s  came from a l l  
continents;  of t h e  47 l a i t y ,  r e l i a i o u s  and p r i e s t s ,  16 came from 
Europe, 3 North America, 14 Afr ica ,  R As iaand6  Lat in  America while 
t h e  6 P r e l a t e s  came from Togo, Thailand, Renin, Panama, USA and 
Germany. 

Four t o p i c s ,  The l a i t y  and-Family, P o l i t i c s ,  Church and Labour, 
formed t h e  framework of the  SynPsium. P.K.V. s t a f f  prepared and 
c i r cu l a t edwork ingdocumen t s  on each of these  t o p i c s  before t h e  
Symposium. 

Workshops d e a l t  with these  t o p i c s  each of which was introduced 
by two speakers who witnessed t o  t h e i r  personal involvement i n  t h e  
area.  Five were women. These e iqh t  presenta t ions  were t h e  hear t  
of t h e  Symposium tending by t h e i r  directness, s imnl ic i ty ,  evidence 
of commitment and courage, t o  move workshop discussion away from 
t h e  w e l l  worked preparatory documents. Sneakers were a s  follows: 

1. Family: Jack D O V I N I A N  (Psych ia t r i s t ,  Enqland) 
Bernadette LENOIR-NIHY (Centre f o r  delilrplent 
chi ldren ,  Zai re .  

2 .  P o l i t i c s :  x.D. CEORGF (President  of t h e  Catholic Trade 
Council, S r i  Lanka). 
Beter  I4ARASO (South African Council of Churches) 

3. Labour: Llyrna FQAPICIA (Pas tora l  worker, Philippines) 
Sonia BRAVO (involver1 i n  pas to ra l  ca re  
amonq workers, Chi le) .  

4. Church: Heloisa SCHMIIX DD ANDRADC (Pas to ra l  worker, 
Brazi l  ) . 
Maria RILEY OP (Center of Concern, USA). 



The Preparatory rorkinq Documents a r e  ava i l ab le  i n  SEWS 
Documentation Centre toqe the r  with s i x  of the  s tatements  o f  personal 
witness made a t  t h e  Sym~osium (Dminian , Lenoir-llimy, qabaso,  Bravo 
De Andrade and R i l e y ) .  

Speakinrl on t h e  family Jack Dominian was aware t h a t  t h e  t a s k  
o f  being i n  t h e  secular  world and. t h a t  of t h e  kingdon of God con- 
c u r r e n t l y  was extremely d i f f icu l t .Apnlyinq  t h i s  t o  t h e  family he 
ccn t ra s t ed  how l i t t l e  had been achieved t o  r e a l i s e  J e s u s '  i deas  
with t h e  ac tua l  s i t u a t i o n .  Aqainst t h e  ic'eal of permanency t h e r e  
a r e  extremely high r a t e s  of  d ivorce ,  i n f i d e l i t y ,  t h e  danger of 
sexual  t r i v i a l i s a t i o n  and abort ion.  Aqainst t h e  i d e a l  of love which 
insists on understandinq, compassion, sus t a in ing ,  heal ing,  growth, 
f o r q i v e n e s ~ ~ u r e  have s u p e r f i c i a l i t y ,  c o n f l i c t ,  r e j e c t i o n ,  b e l i t t l i n g ,  
agression and jndifference.  He d id  not  have exnerience of t h e  family 
i n  African coun t r i e s  but saw the  tasl: of  a l l  t h e  members of  t h e .  
Church and p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  the  l a i t y ,  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  world, t o  he 
small islanc's s ca t t e red  over t h e  globe a s  s igns  of t h e  kingdom. 

The m r l d  watches Chr i s t i ans  with a s c r u t i n i s i n g  i n t e n s i t y .  
It  is  no use  proclaiminq one standard and l i v i n g  by another.  Eut 
car3 unfolds  h i s  i n  tho world a s  n whole. I:e does noc 
reveal  himself only  t o  Chr i s t i ans  s o  we have t o  d i sce rn  and evalua te  
secu la r  channes and encouraqe those  t h a t  a r e  i n  keeping with t h e  
i d e a l s  of t h e  kinqrlom. 

Y'e have t o  make a fundamental ont ion between l i f e  and love 
versus eaoism and hate.  The family i n  a l l  i ts  Forms has been, is,  
and w i l l  continue t o  be one of  t h e  n r i n c i p l e  witnesses t o  our  opt ion 
because it i s  t h e  u l t ima te  source of l i f e  an? love. 

Yme. Bernadette Lenolr-Nimy of Zai re  complemented t h l s  
'blestern' view noin t  from her  lonq experience of workinq f o r  and 
with t h e  younq neople of he r  country. 

P e t e r  fcabaso has  souqht a non-violent approach t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
problems of h i s  country but t h i s  d i d  not  prevent t h e  imprisonment of 
himself and h i s  wife lonq before t h e  prcsent  s t a t e  of emerqency i n  
South Africa.  A s  a member of  t h e  J u s t i c e  an$ Reconci l ia t ion  Committee 
of t h e  Catholic  Church he was a marked man. I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  i n  
many of h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  separa te  p o l i t i c s  and t h e  Church. He saw 
h i s  commitment t o  t h e  Church a s  h i s  commitF.ent t o  t h e  world " so  t h a t  
t h e  Church can hecme one with t h e  Ceople, with t h e  world and grow 
accordinq t o  ~ 0 3 ' s  will" .  

Sonia Rravo from Chile  and tryma Francia  1.C.V. snoke of t h e i r  
personal  experiences with working Deonle; Sonia, a member of t h e  
J.O.C. s ince  1958 works i n  t h e  Vica r i a t e  i n  Conception s i n c e  19-19; 
IVyrna l i v e s  i n  a small convent i n  a f a c t o r y  a rea  of Manila and 
accompanies t h e  workers i n  t h e i r  t r a d e  union a c t i v i t i e s .  ~ o t h  l i v e  
i n  conrlit ions of considerable personal  r i s k .  So does H6loisa 
Schmidt de AndraAe i n  t h e  Amazon area  of Braz i l .  The q u i e t  confidence 
of t h e s e  speakers and t h e i r  commitment i n  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s  qave 
an atmosphere t o  t h e  Symposiun which spoke e f f e c t i v e l y  about t h e  
eynamic of  f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  and i n  t h e i r  Churches. The i r  witness 
was completed by t h e  s t o r i e s  of :.laria Riley,  OP. from t h e  Centre of 
Concern i n  llashington D.C. and of  C3.D. George from t h e  Catholic  
Trade Council of S r i  Lanka. 

- end - 


