


NEWS: Congratulations t o  Father Etienne Renaud on h i s  e l ec t ion  a s  - 
Supeior General of the  White Fathers (Missionaries t o  Af r ica ) .  

SEWS SEMINAR ON WORLD RELIGIONS FOR PEACE w i l l  be held on 21st 
Octoter ,  1986 a t  t h e  

Generalate of t h e  Brothers of the  Chr is t ian  Schools, 476 Via Aurelia ,  
from 9.30 - 4.30. Please telephone SEWS S e c r e t a r i a t  Lor r e g i s t r a t i o n  
i f  you have not  done s o  in wri t ing .  

SEWS 1986 Annual General Meeting w i l l  t ake  place on December 9th,  
a t  the Generalate of t h e  Brothers 

of the  Chr is t ian  Schools. Theme of t h e  morning session ie TOWARDS 
TW S-: JOCATION AND MISSION OF THE LAITY I N  THE CRURCH AND 
I N  THE WORLD TWEW YEARS AFTER THE SECOND VATICAN 00LNCIL. 

SEDOS 1987 RESEARCH SEMINAR ON MISSION - This  five-day Seminar w i l l  
be held a t  V i l l a  Cava l l e t t i  

from 24th - 28th March. The t o p i c  is LAITY I N  MISSION. Advance 
reservat ion i s  now open. 

THE PASLESTINIAN @JESTION FROM A PERSPECTIVE 
OF NON VIOLENCE: Fr .  E l i a s  chacour, a 

Roman Catholic p r i e s t  
of Melkite R i t e ,  w i l l  address a meeting on t h i s  t o p i c  in the  Aula Magna 
of the  Augustinianum, Via S. Uf f i z io ,  25 (beside St.  P e t e r ' s )  on 
T h r s d a y ,  18 December, 1986. Contact person: Fr. Robert Dodaro, OSA. 
(Same address. Tel.  654.08.24). 

THE HISSION OF THE CHURCH TO-DAY: t h e  compelte r epor t  of t h e  
Ecumenical Association of African 

Theologians' meeting, 4-11 Apri l  1984, is  now ava i l ab le  f o r  consul t -  
a t i o n  i n  SEDOS Documentation Centre. The meeting brought together  
many of t h e  best African theologians. We recommend t h e  Report 
(446 pages) a s  a very use fu l  resource book. 

We draw your a t t e n t i o n  t o  two items ava i l ab le  i n  the SEWS Document- 
a t i o n  Centre: 

1) MINISTRIES I N  THE CHURCH ACCORDING TO THE NEW CODE OF CANON LAW. 
Leonard Kaufmarl W.F., (Pp.34). Helpful reading i n  preparat ion 
f o r  the coming Synod. 

2) The complete s e t  of  addresses del ivered a t  the  Duquesne 
Univers i ty  Symposium on Fai th  and Cul ture ,  May, 1985. This 
c o l l e c t i o n  conta ins  important r e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e  re la t ionsh ip  
bet.wen f a i t h  and c u l t u r e .  



Jean-Marc Ela 

(Ce court extrait  de 'Nfrican Cry" (Orbis Book, 1986 / ,  ta 
traduction rmg'loisedu "Cri de Z'Hme Africainff ,  de Jean4farc Eta, e s t  
tirQ & chapitrs concernmt ce qu ' i t  appette: t e s  mnbiguTtks de t a  
Mission par 2 'Afrique. Certes ces mbiguftks ,  e t  d'actres encore, 
at ddja' 6tk reZevdes miparavant, mais t e s  missianaires e t  l e s  res- 
ponsabtes des Egtises Locates en Apique doivent rt5padre 2 la question: 
ces a m b i f l t i s  ne s a t - e t l e s  pas tmjacrs  trop gvidentes, totkrkes 
sinon acceptkes. Duns t ' a r t i c t e  suivant n m s  publions l e  point de vue 
d'un missionmire, exprimk tors d'une hiportante reunion de Missianai- 
res  Irtandais, au cours de cet te  annke. It a t t i re  notre attention sur 
certaines de ce amhiiguZtbs qui persistent toujmrs ,  e t  lance up appet 
2 une conversion personnete, d tous c e m  qui aspirent d la  oie 
missionmire. ) 

The a r r i v a l  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  of t h e  West i n  the African 
savannas md lotads  then,was n o t  by v i r t u e  of i t s  inner  dynamism. 
The missionary expansion of the  churches has sometimes been c r e d i t e d  
t o  t h e  brea th  of the Holy S p i r i t  reaching tornado-pitch. The explan- 
a t i o n  by supernatural  causes i s  inadequate. The success o f  t h e  nine- 
teenth-century missions i s  not  r e a l l y  a l l  t h a t  miraculous. Mission 
s t r u c t u r e s  were t h e  e f f e c t  of co lon ia l  power i n  Africa.  After  a l l ,  
i n  t h e i r  economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  missions depended in  l a rge  p a r t  
on co lon ia l  power. Whether o r  no t  one can say t h a t  they cons t i tu ted  
an a l i b i  f o r  the  i n t e r e s t s  of a  commercial cap i t a l i sm t h a t  was pro- 
ducing an unequal development, a t  l e a s t  they  seem t o  have been t h e  
r e luc tan t  companions of t h e  modernity of which t h e  co lon ia l  system 
i s  but one embodiment. 

Peguy wrote t h a t  the  Roman legions  had done Jesus '  marching f o r  
him. In modern times, a s  t h e  Third World Theologians' Manifesto 
r e c a l l s ,  " the miss ionar ies  were unable t o  avoid t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ambiguit ies  
of t h e i r  s i tua t ion . "  The r e s u l t s  of t h e  missionary endeavour of t h e  
n ineteenth  century may not be t h e  simple products  of t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l ,  
economic, and c u l t u r a l  context ,  but t h e  missions sometimes had need 
of t h e  military, economic, and diplomatic support  of co lon ia l  Europe. 
A t  a l l  events ,  beyond any doubt t h e  expansion of t h e  churches i n  
t h e  nineteenth century cons t i tu ted  an  aspect  of t h e  worldwide expan- 
s ion  of t h e  k!est. For many generat ions,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  would be a  
r e l i g i o n  o f  whites. It would propagate a  manner of being Chr is t ian  
t h a t  was fore ign t o  l o c a l  cu l tu res .  "Save, save France, i n  t h e  name 
of t h e  Sacred Heart:" l i t t l e  black ch i ld ren  would s i n g  i n  t h e i r  baroque 
churches and c h a p l s .  

In i t s  organizat ion,  t h e  church of Africa would long remain a  
fore ign i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a  tes t imonia l  t o  a  colonizing West. Its homogenizing 
c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  would impose i t s  law everywhere. A t  t he  end of t h e  
n ineteenth  century ,  an African c lergy had bare ly  begun t o  appear. Women's 
vocations t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  were p r a c t i c a l l y  nonexistent .  The 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  of the v i l l a g e  c a t e c h i s t  may have been autochthonous; but 
has t h e  formation of t h e  columns of our C h r i s t i a n  communities not been 
t o o  much marked by a  church of Christendom t h a t  is European by i t s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i t s  frameworks, and i ts  resources? 



Thus a s  t h e  twent ie th  century dawned, the mission churches 
m l d  appear a s  appendices of the  mother churches, b e r e f t  of any 
pe r sona l i ty  of t h e i r  own. They would be receiv ing t h e i r  funds and 
t h e i r  personnel from abroad. Mission would be c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  a 
s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  dependency of t h e  churches of t h e  South on t h e  
churches of t h e  North. 

Process of Emancipation: It is not d i f f i c u l t  to  see, then,  why the  
fu tu re  of t h e  churches of Afr ica  must be 

viewed a s  a process of emancipation, a s  Cameroon J e s u i t  Meinrad 
P. Rebqa has s ta ted .  With u n f a i l i n g  s t ep ,  we a re  advancing toward 
t h e  disappearance of a model of mission implemented i n  t h e  context  
of coloniza t ion .  The new generat ions obviously have ne i the r  t h e  
t a s t e  nor t h e  c a l l i n g  t o  administer t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of Christendom. 
They tend t o  experience mission a s  t h e  d e S t ~ c t i 0 n  of the  s t r u c t u r e s  
of Christendom, and it is, i n  a sense,  the death of these  s t r u c t u r e s  
t h a t  permits t h e  b i r t h  of l o c a l  churches. t h a t  can move toward 
autonomous adulthood. 

Mission here c o n s t i t u t e s  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with o thers-  
a r e l a t i o n s h i p  within their cu l tu re  and i n  the d i r e c t i o n  of Jesus 
C h r i s t ,  toward whom a l l  th ings  converge. The concern now i s  not  so  
much t o  assemble g r e a t  masses of churchgoers a s  t o  s t imula te  gospel 
fel lowships,  t o  enjoy i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of communion with the  
o b j e c t  of t ak ing  up t h e  challenge posed by t h e  problems of s o c i e t y  
t o  a f a i t h  commitment-beginning with t h e  t h r u s t  t h a t  moves t h e  church, 
i n  hope, t o  bui ld  the  kingdom of God i n  the t a s k s  of transforming 
t h e  world. This i s  i n  accordance with a profound i n t u i t i o n  of 
Vatican 11: "The human person deserves t o  be preserve'd; human soc ie ty  
deserves t o  be renewed." 

Thus a new understanding of mission is emerging i n  tho commun- 
i t i e s  sca t t e red  among the  tension po in t s  of socie ty ,  communities with 
a ninimum of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  apparatus and a f l e x i b l e  organizat ion.  
The ob jec t ive  t o  be pursued i s  no longer only the  gospel c a l l  t o  
conversion, but a l s o  t h e  promotion of the  human being i n  a l l  of t h e  
dimensions of h i s  and he r  exis tence .  This i n t e r e s t . 1 5  joined by the  
prime concern t o  al low Chr i s t  t h e  p r i e s t  t o  grow i n  h i s  members i n  
such wise t h a t  t h e  people of God w i l l  not be made t o  depend on a 
c lergy.  Is a c l e rgy  an  e s s e n t i a l  element of Chr i s t i an i ty?  It i s  
no t  a c lergy tha t  is lacking t o  t h e  churches of 
Africa,  but r a t h e r  t h e  awakening and recogni t ion  of -3arious m i n i s t r i e s  
indispensable f o r  t h e  survival  of the communities. 

Mission today should be c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e  ques t  f o r  a genuine 
emanicipation from the  c l e r i c a l  imperialism t h a t  has  so  long kept  
t h e  Chr is t ian  camnunities i n  a co lon ia l  s t a t e  of i n f a n t i l i s m  and 
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Trad i t iona l  n i s s ion  s t r u c t u r e ,  taking i t s  cue from 
a model t h a t  subs t i tu ted  a medieval uniformity i n  minis t ry  (canonized 
by Tridentine Chr i s t i an i ty )  f o r  the  p r imi t ive  d i v e r s i t y  of m i n i s t r i e s  
i n  t h e  New Testament, has c rea ted  a s i t u a t i o n  of sca rc i ty .  Regardless 
of s i t u a t i o n s  and circumstances, only one man  i s  authorized t o  con- 
sec ra te  the body of Jesus  C h r i s t ,  and t h u s  the Eucharist  has  become 
an i n c i d e n t a l  i n  the l i f e  of communities of f o r e s t  and c i t y  a l ike .  

!Ye a r e  l i v i n g  i n  absurd s i t u a t i o n s .  Mow long people must wait 
f o r  the p r i e s t  t o  come t o  a v i l l a g e  t o  absolve d i s c i p l e s  of Jesus 
whom someone i n  charge of t h e  colmnunity has already reconciledl  What 



a p r i c e  t o  pay, i f  we render the  Eucharist  and t h e  Sacrament of 
Reconcil iat ion ra re  c u r i o s i t i e s !  W i l l  the church i n  African comun- 
i t i e s  eventual ly  make these  sacraments supplementary p rac t i ces ,  a l l  
ht superfluous? Already i n  c e r t a i n  l o c a l e s  the  Mass has p r a c t i c a l l y  
become t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  host .  

An African Church: These s i t u a t i o n s  pose quest ions f o r  the  under- 
s tanding of t h e  f a i t h  and t h e  gcspel .  Experiments 

now being conducted i n  the African churches can doubt less  bring t o  
the  church universa l  the  brea th  of t h e  savanna and the  f o r e s t  - a 
brea th  t h a t  it lacks.  After  a l l ,  one escape rou te  from t h e  ambigui- 
t i e s  of t h e  mission of yesterday would be t o  permit the churches of 
Africa t o  make their voices heard i n  s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  touching cn 
f a i t h ,  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and the  organizat ion of l o c a l  communities. What 
i s  t h e r e  i n  the  experience of church a s  l i v e d  by the  communities of 
Africa today t h a t  might give t h e  church of Rome food f o r  thought and 
f o r  renewal? This  i s  perhaps the  major quest ion of t h e  Catholicism 
of our times. In t h i s  phase of c r e a t i o n  and challenge t h e  f o r e i g n e r ' s  
s t a t u s  i n  t h e  African churches w i l l  be c r u c i a l l y  defined.  Clear ly ,  
any a l i e n a t i n g  e x t e r i o r  con t r ibu t ionhere  would compromise the  
e c c l e s i a l  p r o j e c t  t o  be r e a l i z e d  i n  Africa.  

A s  with Chr i s t i ans  of t h e  who:e world, t h e  churches of Afr ica  
must open up t o  the  quest ions and experiences of o t h e r  i n  order  t o  
develop t h e i r  own fu ture .  But t h i s  w i l l  requi re  fore igners  in 
Africa t o  renounce a l l  menta l i ty  of conquest and s p i r i t  of domination 
and t o  l e t  themselves be transformed by contac t  with the  gospel a s  
l ived among African,  i n  a manner of r e l a t ionsh ip  t h a t  avoids any 
s o r t  of symbolic, economic, o r  p o l i t i c a l  violence.  This  i s  the 
perspect ive  from which ue should view t h e  breach with North Ata lant ic  
theology t h a t  has animated the  theologica l  movement i n  Africa s ince  
t h e  Dar-es-Salaam conference and s i t u a t e d  it i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
the  work pursued i n  o the r  coun t r i e s  of the  t h i r d  world. 

The mission apos to la te  t o  black Afr ica  has brought us Western 
theology. That theology has been reproduced a s  a Chr i s t i an  r e l i g i o n  
t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  a moral code, a funct ion  of t h e  catechism of t h e  
Counter-Reformation. Nineteenth-century mission has  made t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  
of Africa t h e  ch i ld ren  of the  wr i t t en  word. The pedagogy of t h e  f a i t h  
has demonstrated i t s  incapaci ty  t o  a v a i l  i t s e l f  of t h e  resources of 
African o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  IlissioQ C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  a r e l i g i o n  of the  
book whose context  is a c i v i l i z a t i o n  of the  word. 

A New Mission: One must t a k e  account of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  order  t o  
kegin mission over again. J u s t  as t h e r e  cannot be 

Chr i s t i an  community without a v a r i e t y  of mins i t r i e s ,  so n e i t h e r  does 
a church e x i t  w i t h o u t i t i n e r a n t  apost les- in accordance with the  p rac t -  
i ce  i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  convert of t h e  road t o  Damascus. Africans 
can no longer be content  with receiving mission from without. They 
must i n i t i a t e  mission themselves and conduct t h e  evangel iza t ion  of 
Africa from within the  cont inent  i t s e l f ,  according t o  Paul V I ' s  
words which were tc  beccme deed i n  the l o c a l  churches: "You have 
become your own missionaries."  A t  s take  here is the African commun- 
i t i e s '  very being-being allowed t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  i n  i n i t i a t i v e  
and i n  communion. 

Ref. AFRICAN CRY Jean Marc E l s .  Orbis  Books, New York, 1986. 

end - 



THE HOW AND OF MISSION 

Seamus F a r r e l l ,  SPS 

(This extract i s  from m address given t o  the Ir ish  Missionary 
Union a t  i t s  J986 Annual! General! Meeting. Many of Jean Marc EZals 
"amMguities of mission" (see previous ar t ic le)  re-appear i n  
F r .  FarreZZ's paper seen t h i s  time through the eyes of the western 
missionmy. Persona2 conversion of the missionary i s  essential! for 
a renewed mission h maintains). 

I t  i s  t h e  why of our going t h a t  needs looking a t  f i r s t .  Why 
then do we go? This statement. from t h e  young Church may be a he lp  
i n  answering the quest ion:  "If  you have come here t o  l i b e r a t e /  
convert me then we have nothing t o  t a l k  about; bu t  i f  you have come 
here i n  recognit ion t h a t  your l i b e r a t i o n  i s  t i e d  up with mine, then 
we have PLENTY t o  t a l k  about." Apart from cosmetic adapta t iohs  
through t h e  in t roduct ion  of visunl. a i d s ,  videos and new teaching 
methods, how have w e  changed from t h e  days when we saw ourselves a s  
having t h e  F a i t h  and thny n o t  having it, of ourselves a s  g i v e r s  and 
senders only, a s  bui lders  of one-way bridges acd ourselves t h e  so le  
t r a v e l l e r s  on i t ?  Gaudium e t  Spes, Evangeli i  Nuntiandi and Populorum 
Progressio have pronounced a recuiem on eny kina of c u l t u r a l  i m -  
perial ism, of t h e  i n s u l t  t o  people of p u t t i n g  them a t  t h e  other  end 
of our patronage. But not  t o  have read these  documents, is n o t  t o  
have seen t h e  death not ice .  Paternalism, a sense of s u p e r i o r i t y  
and a donor menta l i ty  a r e  dpeper i n  our !*!estern c u l t u r e  than we 
r e a l i s e  and more a l i e n  t o  the  Gospel than we would admit. I t ' s  
baggage t h a t  weighs nothing a t  t h e  check-in counter but  it f i l l s  
our arms with g i f t s  t o  give s o  abundantly t h a t  they extend above our 
eyes s o  that  we c a n ' t  even see the  people u~ go t o ,  much l e s s  receive 
t h e i r  g i f t s  f o r  ourselves.  

The only r e l a t i o n s h i p  worthy of t h e  Gospel and t h e  only one 
t h a t  w i l l  avoid paternal ism i s  a re l a t ionsh ip  of mutual need, and 
persons a r e  respected only i f  what i s  meaningful t o  them i s  respected. 
But do we know o r  a r e  we w i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n  what is meaningful t o  t h e m ,  
t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  window on the worldsno l e s s  a window than ours - and 
t h e i r  window on Jesus ,  t h e i r  experierce of H;m through t h e i r  c u l t u r e  
and t h e i r  poverty, of H i s  concern f o r  freedom, d ign i ty ,  and l i f e  
before death a s  w e l l  a s  a f t e r  it. 

Could they help us t o  understand C h r i s t ' s  prayer  "That you may 
be one so  t h a t  the  world may believe", t h a t  d i s u n i t y  among C h r i s t ' s  
fol lowers is  a cause of d i s k l i e f  i n  the world more than material ism 
o r  any o ther  ' i s m '  t h a t  we might blame? P.art of t h e  r e a l i t y  which 
I r i s h  Missionaries must face  is the  tragsdv of Northern Ireland.  I t  
poses fundamental quest ions about our c r e d i b i l i t y  a s  k a r e r s  of a 
message of b e l i e f  i n  Jesus  through t h e  Unity of Hie followers. And 
could they he lp  u s  t o  understand Baptism a s  the  fundamental c a l l  t o  
apos to la te ,  so  t h a t  those who have it should no t  have t o  ask  f o r  
permission t o  k Church? 

I mention Ecumenism and Laity a s  examples only. There a r e  m r e .  
Bu t  a re  we a s  c l e a r  about our needs from o t h e r s  a s  w e  a r e  about what - 



they  - need from ~ s ~ t h a t t h e  need f o r  sa lva t ion ,  renewal, conversion 
is a mutual one, and t h a t  our need i s  a l s o  why we go. Not t o  
acknowledge our need is t o  be i n s u l t i n g  i n  our going and empty i n  
our returning.  

S p i r i t u a l i t y :  With regard t o  our needs, t h e  one t h a t  is a t  t h e  core 
of a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  i s  f o r  a s p i r i t u a l i t y  t o  accompany 

and underpin our Missioning. e have a problem of a s p i r i t u a l i t y  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  black babies which has been shot  t o  p ieces  but  f o r  
many no t  replaced. The r e s u l t  i s  a l e t h a l  vacuum, an emptiness i n  
t h e  hea r t  and soul of Missionaries which has u s  doing many and good 
and he ro ic  t h i n g s  but no t  dar ing  t o  face t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it i s  
f o r  o the r  reasons t h a t  we do them than in response t o  a personal 
experience of God's love f o r  me and f o r  t h e  world. They might be 
reasons t h a t  have more t o  do with my personal  need t o  be needed, t o  
be doing something use fu l ,  t o  haveacause  t o  promote o r  an enemy t o  
do b a t t l e  with. To the ex ten t  t o  which such motivat ions own u s  
the re  i s  hi jacking of God's Mission, ~ o d ' s  J u s t i c e .  Self-prescriked 
needs lead i n e v i t a b l y  t o  despai r  and burn-out. And a l l  t h e  ce rebra l  
and informational updating from here t o  Hong Kong c a n ' t  f i l l  t h e  
vacuum b u t  only prolong and deepen the  emptiness. 

The need i s  f o r  conversion: 

Personal Renewal 
For Respectfulness i n  our Going 
For Enrichment i n  our Missioning 
To be Gi f t ed  i n  our Returning 

The c a l l  is t o  personal  conversion. We need it i f  he are t o  
be f a i t h f u l  t o  God and respec t fu l  of H i s  people i n  our going. We 
need it i f  we a re  t o  be ourse lves  enriched and renewed i n  our going. 
W e  need it i f  we a r e  t o  have g i f t  f o r  our own Church and people a s  
a r e s u l t  of going. Through a l l  of these  t h e r e  w i l l  be a r e v i t a l i s e d  
missionary outreach from Ire land.  

I t  may seem l i k e  a long-winded way of promoting the  Missionary 
Vocation and g e t t i n g  t h e  necessary r e s u l t s .  Is t h e r e  a short-cut? 
Do we s e t t l e  f o r  befng o m d  wanting i n  a s p i r i t u a l i t y  and c o n s i s t e n t  
l i f e s t ~ l e  t o  give c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  our message? Do we s e t t l e  fo r  t h e  
perception t h a t  I r e l a n d ' s  outreach t o  t h e  Third World i s  under t h e  
new managerent of Bob Geldof and t h e  Development Agencies with no 
more than  an honorary place f o r  miss ionar ies  in  deference t o  t h e i r  
r o l e  i n  t imes pas t?  The i s sue  here i s  not  t h e i r  being i n  t h a t  out-  
reach, r i g h t f u l l y  and impressively, but  whether w a r e  i n  it. 

Vocations: No one d isputes  t h e  need fo r  new missionary vocations 
o r  the  l ink  betwsen t h a t  need and t h e  need f o r  renewal 

of Fa i th  in  I re land.  But a s  f a r  a s  the  Missionary Movement's r o l e  
in  meeting e i t h e r  of these  need is concerned, we must recognize t h e  
deeper need i n  ourselves,  f o r  personal  renewal and understanding of 
our missionary r o l e ,  a s  t h e  t r e e  t h a t  needs f i r s t  t o  be planted  so  
t h a t  these  f r u i t s  t h a t  we need can grow. To concentrate on missionary 
vocations a s  our primary need i s  t o  m i s s  the  point  t h a t  these  can 
only come a s  the  f r u i t  of e f f o r t s  t o  meet a deeper need i n  ourselves.  
And we need t o  face i t  fo r  our own sakes but a l s o  out  of respect  
f o r  those whom we hope w i l l  join us. 

Ref. Report from I M U .  Sept. - Oct. 1986. Orwell Park, Dublin, 6. 



L e s t e r  ~ r o w n  
(hoisidme art icle  d'une se'rie sur les  causes de la pauvretd 

dms  l e  rnonde. Les conf l i t s  idbologiques dans l e  monde entier,  l e s  
oppomtions religieuses au Moyeni)rient, l'ezportation effibnde des 
mmements, ont contribue' d une augmentation des ddpenses mi l i ta ims 
du Tiers%& qui ddpasse de loin celle des pays industrialisds. 
Les pays drAj+ique dbpensent 16 milliards de dollars p a r  an en 
mements .  Cette militarisation se fa i t  aw: de'pens du de'veloppement 
h a i n  e t  de la modernisation e'conmique, e t  se tmdu i t  souvent an 
rdpreesia p r  une forte puissance militaire. Les deux super-puissrmces 
n'ont pas 6% cc~llprendre que la politiquemcndiate dms son ensemble 
est  en t ra in  dfbvoZuer dans un sens qui privildgie la sgcuritd dans 
le  sens de l'dconontie, davantage qu'en terrnes d'amements militcrires. 
Le Japon tend vers une suprdrnatie dconomique totale.  La Chine, de 
son cdtd, dgfini t  l a  se'curitd dans l e  sens de l'e'conmie e t  de l'dcologie.! 

M i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of the  World Economy: The notion t h a t  coun t r i e s  
everywhere should be prepared 

t o  defend themselves a t  a l l  t imes from any conceivable e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t  
i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  modern one. P r i o r  t o  World War 11, countr ies  mobilized 
t roops  i n  t imes of war ins tead  of re ly ing on a l a r g e  permanent m i l i t a r y  
establishment.  Since then,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  burden on t h e  world economy 
has grown enormously. Global m i l i t a r y  expenditures i n  1985 of $940 
b i l l i o n  exceeded the income of t h e  poorest ha l f  of humanity. S ta ted  
otherwise, they surpassed t h e  combined g ross  na t ional  products  of 
China, India ,  and African coun t r i e s  m u t h  of the  Sahara. 

Comparison of Mi l i t a ry  Expenditures: M i l i t a r i z a t i o n  can be measured 
n a t i o n a l l y  a s  t h e  share of  gross  

na t iona l  product (GNP) devoted t o  t h e  production of m i l i t a r y  goods and 
services ,  o r  a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  share of t h e  f e d e r a l  budget. Globally, 
it can be judged by the  m i l i t a r y  share of g lobal  product and the  arms 
share of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t rade .  For i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comparisons, the 
share of C;NP used f o r  m i l i t a r y  purposes i s  the  b e s t  yards t ick ,  s ince  
it can be appl ied  t o  coun t r i e s  with widely d i f f e r i n g  economic systems. 
M i l i t a r i z a t i o n  can a l s o  be gauged i n  terns of employment-the number of 
people serving i n  the  armed forces ,  employed in weapons production, o r  
involved i n  weapons research.  

By a l l  measures, the world economy has a decidedly more m i l i t a r y  
c a s t  today than it d i d a g e n e r a t i o n  ago. Using 1984 d o l l a r s  a s  the  
ya rds t i ck ,  world m i l i t a r y  expenditures t o t a l e d  roughly $400 b i l l i o n  
i n  1960, some 4.7 percent  of economic output.  Expanding f a s t e r  than 
the world economy since 1960, t h e  growth i n  m i l i t a r y  spending has 
r a i sed  t h e  m i l i t a r y  share of world economic a c t i v i t y  t o  over 6 percent  
i n  1985. During t h i s  quarter-century span, g lobal  m i l i t a r y  expenditures 
have increased every year ,  regardless  of economic downturns, o r  of arms 
con t ro l  t r e a t i e s  between t h e  two superpowers. 

Ideological  Conf l ic t :  The p r inc ipa l  force dr iv ing g lobal  m i l i t a r i z -  
a t i o n  is t h e  ideologica l  c o n f l i c t  between the  

Soviet Union, with i ts  s o c i a l i s t  a l l i e s ,  and the  United S t a t e s ,  i n  
a l l i a n c e  with t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  democracies. In addi t ion ,  alignment of t h e  
Third World s t a t e s  with the  two m i l i t a r y  superpowers has made m i l i t a r i z -  
a t i o n  a g lobal  phenomenon, independent of t h e  l e v e l  of economic develop- 
ment. The continued s t r i v i n g  f o r  an advantage has led  t o  enormous 



growth i n  m i l i t a r y  expenditures i n  both camps. While t h e  United 
S t a t e s  devoted some 7 percent  of i t s  GNP t o  defense in 1985, the  
Soviet  Union, t r y i n g  t o  maintain a competitive m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment with a much smaller economy, a l loca ted  14 percent .  

Conf l i c t  Through Proxies: Although tho  m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t s  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  and t h e  Sovie t  Union a re  aimed 

p r imar i ly  a t  each o ther ,  t h e  two coun t r i e s  have managed t o  avoid 
d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t .  Not r i s k i n g  t h e  enegagement of each o t h e r ' s  mutually 
d e s t r u c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  capaci ty ,  t h e  superpowers have waged t h e i r  
i d e o l o g i c a l c o n f l i c t t h r o u g h  proxios, including Korea, Vietnam, 
Afghanistan, and countr ies  in East  Africa and Centra l  America. 
Th2se campaigns have fueled  Third World mi l i t a r i za t - ion ,  d i s t o r t i n g  
p r i o r i t i e s  and postponing development.. Mahlub u l  Haq, chairman o f  
Pak i s t an ' s  planning commission, has observed, "Developing coun t r i e s  
c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t h e  burden imposed on u s  by t h e  t ense  g e o p o l i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n .  " 

O t h e r  Sources o f  Mi l i t a r i za t ion :  One source of m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  has 
been t h e  in f lux  of o i l  wealth into 

t he  p o l i t i c a l l y  v o l a t i l e  Middle East .  T rad i t iona l  t ens ions  between 
Arabs and I s r a e l i s  have generated heavy armaments expenditures by 
Israzl, Egypt, and Syr ia .  More recent ly ,  c o n f l i c t s  among various 
Muslim sects have been a source of s t r e s s .  Indeed, Muslim 
fac t ional ism i s  a major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c o s t l y  c o n f l i c t  b e t e e n  I r a q  
and I r a n  t h a t  has already claimed severa l  hundred thousand l i v e s .  
Sadly, much o f  t h e  r eg ion ' s  windfa l l  ga ins  i n  o i l  i n c m e  a r e  being 
inves ted  i n  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  and i n  des t ruc t ion  of the r eg ion ' s  
petroleum i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  r a t h e r  than i n  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  r eg ion ' s  
degraded environmental support systems o r  i n  economic modernization. 

Ideologica l  c o n f l i c t s  worldwids, r e l i g i o u s  d i f fe rences  i n  t h e  
Middle Eas t ,  and aggressive a m s  expor t ing  have cont r ibuted  t o  a 
r a t e  of growth i n  Third World m i l i t a r y  expenditures t h a t  f a r  ex- 
ceeds t h a t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  world. Between 1960 and 1981, these  
o u t l a y s  grew by some 7 percent  per year ,  compared with 3.7 percent  
i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  world. 

Mi l i t a ry  Expenditures a n d :  Among developing coun t r i e s ,  m i l i t a r y  - - 
s e c t o r s  ars l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  tens ion-  

r idden Middle E a s t .  Syr i a ,  Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and I s r a e l  spend 
between 13 and 29 percent  of t h e i r  economic resources t o  maintain 
l a rge  m i l i t a r y  establishments.  Most d i s tu rb ing ,  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  is 
spreading rap id ly  i n  Af r i ca ,  t h e  region t h a t  can l e a s t  a f fo rd  it. 
The cont inent  a s  a whole now spends $16 b i l l i o n  p e r  year  i n  t h i s  
sec to r .  In  Lat in  America, m i l i t a r y  expenditures i n  Brazi l  and 
Mexico, the t h o  most populous countr ies ,  a r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  low-.averaging 
l e s s  than 1 percent  of GMP. Centra l  America, however, d e w r t s  from 
t h e  Latin norm, with E l  Salvador spending 4 percent  and Nicaragua 
more than 10 percent  o f  GNP f o r  m i l i t a r y  purposes. Japan benef i t ing  
from U.S. defense of t h e  region and a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t  on i ts  
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  i s  spending j u s t  under 1 percent  of i t s  G W  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  purposes. 

Over t h e  p a s t  quarter-century,  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commerce i n  
arms has soared,  l a r q e l y  because o f  t h e  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of Third 
World economies t h a t  lack t h e i r  own arms manufacturing capacity.  
Expenditures on arms imports have ec l ipsed  those on o the r  goods, 
inc luding g ra in .  



For example, although world g ra in  t r ade  expanded a t  near ly  12 
percent  pe r  year from 1970 t o  1984, it was overtaken during t h e  
e i g h t i e s  by arms deal ings ,  which grew a t  over 13 percent  annually 
during the  same period. A s  of 1984, world a r m s  imports t o t a l e d  $35 
b i l l i o n  per  year,  cmpared with.$33 b i l l i o n  worth of g ra in ,  p u t t i n g  
guns ahead of g ra in  i n  world commerce. 

P o l i t i c a l  Dimensions: In addi t ion  t o  i t s  economic ro le ,  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  
has important p o l i t i c a l  dimensions. A s  the 

m i l i t a r y  establishments gain s t rength  i n  Third World cou'tries, they 
o f t e n  assume power by force.  In some ins tances ,  m i l i t a r y  coups 
d ' e t a t  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  need t o  rescue a country from corruption 
o r  from economic d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a s  a r e s u l t  of i n e p t  leadership.  
More o f t en ,  they r e f l e c t  t h e  ambition of m i l i t a r y  l eaders  who a r e  ill 
equipped t o  lead ,  but  who have acquired t h e  weapons and t h e  command 
of t roops  t h a t  allow them t o  assume leadership  p o s i t i o n s  by force.  

When governments a r e  taken over by t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  they o f t e n  
s h i f t  p r i o r i t i e s  toward f u r t h e r  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of t h e  economy. 
In  many Third World countr ies ,  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  fo rces  a r e  f lour i sh -  
ing  even a s  economic condi t ions  d e t e r i o r a t e .  I ron ica l ly ,  s o l d i e r s  
o f t e n  use t h e i r  weapons t o  becolre a self-appointed r u l i n g  group, 
t e r r o r i z i n g  t h e  people they a r e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  the re  t o  p ro tec t .  
New York Times rep ro te r  C l i f fo rd  May noted t h a t  i t  i s  a "technologica: 
inconguity t h a t  MIG f i g h t e r  platies soar  above f i e l d s  p l o w d  by oxen." 

ECONCnIC DECLINE DUE TO MILITARIZATION 

The U.S. decis ion  t o  acce le ra te  t h e  arms race i n  the e a r l y  
e i g h t i e s  has pushed m i l i t a r y  spending t o  a new leve l .  Unwilling t o  
r a i s e  t axes  o r  c u t  o the r  expenditures,  the  United S ta tes  has  run up 
massive f i s c a l  d e f i c i t s  t o  f inance t h i s  unprecedented peacetime 
m i l i t a r y  expansion. Mounting fede ra l  d e f i c i t s  s ince  1980 have made 
the  Treasury t h e  dominant borrower i n  c a p i t a l  markets, competinq 
with p r iva te  f i rms f o r  investment c a p i t a l .  Th i s  i n  turn has led  t o  
record-high.realinterest r a t e s  and contr ibuted  t o  a d o l l a r  t h a t  is 
overvalued aga ins t  o t h e r  currencies ,  making U.S. expor ts  l e s s  
competitive i n  world markets. 

Declining Competitiveness: For t h e  United S t a t z s ,  dec l in ing com- 
p e t i t i v e n e s s  and higher c a p i t a l  c o s t s  

are discouraging investment i n  new i n d u s t r i a l  capaci ty ,  and con t r ib -  
u t ing  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  decl ine .  Basic i n d u s t r i e s  such a s  s t e e l  a r e  being 
overwhelmed by imports produced i n  more e f f i c i e n t ,  modern p l a n t s  abroad 
Since t h e  onset  of t h e  massive U.S. f i s c a l  d e f i c i t s ,  2 mi l l ion  jobs i n  
bas ic  i n d u s t r i e s  have been l o s t  t o  imports. 

A l l  major s e c t o r s  of t h e  U.S. a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  
economy a r e  a f f e c t e d  by the  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  competitive pos i t ion .  The 
overvalued d o l l a r  i s  reducing the  a b i l i t y  of American farmers t o  
compete i n  world markets, t hus  depressing commodity p r i c e s  and 
reducing a g r i c u l t u r a l  income. A por t ion  of t h e  farm debt - $213 
b i l l i o n  a t  t h e  end of 1985 w i l l  never be repaid.  Farm forec losures ,  
a t  the highest  l e v e l  s ince  t h e  Great Depression, a r e  weakening t h e  
U.S. banking system i n  a way t h a t  alarms fede ra l  banking regula tors .  

The Soviet  Union: In  t h e  Soviet Union, the  arms race  is  exact ing  
a heavy t o l l  on l i v i n g  standards and d i v e r t i n g  



p o l i t i c a l  energies  from t h e  so re ly  needed modernization. To main- 
t a i n  i ts  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  arms competition, the Soviet  Union, with 
an economic output  only hal f  t h a t  of the United S t a t e s ,  devotes twice 
a s  much of i ts  gross  n a t i o n a l  product (GNP) t o  the  m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t .  
Now the  economy i s  i n  deep t rouble .  A s  t he  Soviet  Union t r i e s  t o  
move beyond t h e  e a r l y  stages of i n d u s t r i a l  development toward a 
highly d i v e r s i f i e d  modern economy, t h e  shortcomings of s t a t e  con t ro l  
are becoming more apparent.  For Mikhail Gorbachev, t h e  young, reform- 
minded Soviet  leader ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  launching t h e  needed economic 
reforms i f  t h e  arms race  is no t  slowed i s  obvious. 

Nowhere a r e  t h e  d i s t o r t i n g  e f f o r t s  of m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  more evident  
than i n  i t s  claims on t h e  world 's  s c i e n t i f i c  personnel.  Each year 
t h e  world spends severa l  times a s  much on research t o  increase  t h e  
des t ruct iveness  of weapons a s  on at tempts t o  r a i s e  the  p roduc t iv i ty  
of ag r i cu l tu re .  Indeed, expenditures on weapons research,  i n  which 
a half-mil l ion s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  now employed, exceed the  combined 
spending on developing new energy technologies,  improving human hea l th ,  
r a i s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  product iv i ty ,  and con t ro l l ing  po l lu t ion .  

The m i l i t a r y ' s  dominance of t h e  wor ld ' s  s c i e n t i f i c  research 
e f f o r t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  grow i f  the U.S. government p r x e e d s  with i ts  
proposed S t r a t e g i c  Defense I n i t i a t i v e .  The l a r g e s t  research p r o j e c t  
ever  launched, the  so-cal led S t a r  Wars p r o j e c t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  d i v e r t  
resources f r a n  humanity's most press ing  needs. The e f f e c t  of such 
d i s t o r t i o n s  was noted by Colin Norman i n  a 1979 World-watch Paper: 
"The United S t a t e s  has  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  survey v i r t u a l l y  every square 
meter of the  Soviet  Union, ye t  t h e  world's s c i e n t i s t s  have bare ly  
begun t o  survey t h e  complex ecosystems of fast-disappearing t r o p i c a l  
r a i n  f o r e s t s  o r  t h e  malignant spread of the  world 's  d e s e r t s . "  

Repercussions on t h e  Third World: Unfortunatel-y, t h e  two superpowers 
t h a t  a re  perpetuat ing  the  arms race  

a re  n o t . i t s  only vict ims.  To the ex ten t  t h a t  the  arms competition 
d i v e r t s  a t t e n t i o n  from the Third World debt  t h a t  i s  weakening the  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  system, o r  from t h e  eco log ica l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
t h a t  i s  undermining t h e  g loba l  economy, t h e  e n t i r e  world s u f f e r s .  

NEW TAREATS TO SECURITY 

The extensive de te r io ra t ion  o f  n a t u r a l  support systems and t h e  
dec l in ing  economic condit ions evident  i n  much of the Third World 
pose t h r e a t s  t o  na t iona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  now r i v a l  
the  t r a d i t i o n a l  mil- i tary ones. Ecological s t r e s s e s  and resource 
s c a r c i t i e s  eventual ly  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  economic s t r e s s e s  with s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  dimensions: f a l l i n g  land product iv i ty ,  f a l l i n g  p e r  c a p i t a  in- 
come, o r  r i s i n g  e x t e r n a l  debt ,  t o  c i t e  a few. 

The f i r s t  resource s c a r c i t y  t h a t  dramat ica l ly  a f f e c t e d  t h e  g loba l  
economy was t h a t  of o i l .  The 1973 p r i c e  hike s e n t  shock waves throughout 
t h e  world t h e  reverbera t ions  of which a r e  st i l l  being f e l t  more than 
a decade l a t e r .  These and o the r  consequences of o i l  reserve deple t ion  
have dominated headlines over t h e  p a s t  dozen years ,  but t h e  deple t ion  of 
f o r e s t s ,  grass lands ,  and top-soi l  and t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  of t h e  hydrological  
cycle a re  of g rea te r  consequence over t h e  lcnq term. 



Unforixnately f o r  economic planners and po l i cy  makers, the re  
has been l i t t l e  systematic g a t h e r h g  of da ta  on the  condit ion of 
these  bas ic  resources and support systems. Ecological de te r io ra t ion  
ind ica tes  t h e  ex ten t  t o  which nat ional  econonies a r e  adversely 
a f fec ted ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Third World. The dramatic r i s e  i n  
ex te rna l  debt  i n  recent  years  i s  perhaps t h e  most v i s i b l e  manifest- 
a t i o n  of this ecologica l  and economic de te r io ra t ion ,  and t h e  most 
worrisome new t h r e a t  t o  secur i ty .  

Short-term t o  Long-term Debt: Governments faced with r i s i n g  ex te r -  
n a l  debt appear t o  pass  through c e r t a i n  

s t ages  i n  what i s  becoming a r e c q i z a b l e  syndrome. The i n i t i a l  r e s -  
ponse of coun t r i e s  experiencing d i f f i c u l t y  making payments i s  t o  
convert short-term debt  i n t o  long-term debt .  This  works f o r  some 
coun t r i e s  fo r  a while, but  eventual ly many f ind  t h a t  they can no 
longer make both p r i n c i p a l  and i n t e r e s t  payments. Mexico, fo r  
example, i s  now i n  such a s i t u a t i o n .  Some governments a r e  even 
c a p i t a l i z i n g  the  i n t e r e s t ,  convert ing it i n t o  add i t iona l  p r i n c i p a l  
and thus increas ing t h e i r  debt .  

Crossing the Threshold: There i s  a remarkable p a r a l l e l  between coun- 
tries cross ing t h e  sus ta inable  y i e l d  threshold 

of their b io log ica l  support systems and those cross ing t h e  sus ta inab le  
debt threshold.  Once the.  demand on a b io logica l  system exceeds i t s  
sus ta inable  y i e l d ,  fu r the r  growth i n  demand i s e a t i s f i e d  by consuming 
t h e  bas ic  resource s t m k .  In such a s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  de te r io ra t ion  
begins t o  feed on i t s e l f .  So it is w i t h  ex te rna l  debt:  A s  it grows 
f a s t e r  than t h e  economy, eventual ly  a po in t  i s  reached where servic ing 
t h e  deht ,  even i f  l i n i t e d  t o  i n t e r e s t  payments becomes such a d ra in  
on t h e  economy t h a t  output  i s  a c t u a l l y  reduced, a s  has  occurred, f o r  
instance,  i n  Braz i l  and Mexico. When governments can no longer pay 
a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t ,  then t h e  debt  begins t o  expand, and t h e  growth feeds  
on i t s e l f .  Once countr ies  c r o s s  these  sus ta inable  y i e l d  o r  debt-ser- 
v ic ing  thresholds,  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  reverse t h e  process.  

Envioronmental Support Systems Underline t h e  Economy: Assessments of 
Third World 

debt repayment prospects  a r e  grim, but  they would be even grimmer i f  
f i n a n c i a l  ana lys t s  u n d e r s t o d  what i s  happening t o  t h e  environmental 
support systems underpinning most Third kJorld economies. It i s  no t  
a matter  of an occasional  country here o r  t h e r e  experiencing de fo res t -  
a t ion ,  s o i l  e ros ion,  o r  land degradation. The g r e a t  majori ty of 
Third World coun t r i e s  have crossed t h e  sus ta inable  y i e l d  thresholds  
of t h e i r  bas ic  b io log ica l  support systems. 

Countries Reducing A r m s  Outlays: A few governments have begun t o  re- 
def ine  na t iona l  secur i ty ,  p u t t i n g  

more emphasis on economic progress and l e s s  on buying arms. A t  a 
t i m e  w k n  global  m i l i t a r y  expenditures are  r i s i n g ,  some coun t r i e s  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  c u t t i n g  m i l i t a r y  out lays .  A handful a r e  reducing them 
sharply, no t  only a s  a share of GNP, but  i n  absolute terms a s  well.  
Among these  are  China, Argentina, and Peru. The overr id ing reason 
f o r  c u t t i n g  m i l i t a r y  expenditures i n  each of these  th ree  coun t r i e s  
i s  economic. In  e f f e c t ,  t h e  th ree  p o l i t i c a l  leaders  a r e  def in ing 
s e c u r i t y  i n  much more economic terms. 

China, Pxgentina and Peru: For t h e  Chinese, t h e  m i l i t a r y  sec tor  was 
one p lace  harboring the  add i t iona l  r e -  

sources d d  t o  achieve the  des i red  gains. i n  l i c i c g  k&tmddda.  Once 



t he  goa l  of r a p i d l y  improving l i v i n g  standards was adopted, the r e -  
duction of resources devoted t o  the  m i l i t a r y  was inev i t ab le .  

In Argentina, the economic incent ive  w a s  burgeoning publ ic  debt ,  
i n f l a t i o n  and a huge ex te rna l  debt  t h a t  threa tened t o  become unmanage- 
able .  One source of Argentina 's  ex te rna l  debt  was the  t a s t e  f o r  
modern arms exhibi ted  by Alfonsin 's  predecessors. In Peru, t h e  chal -  
lenge was t o  a r r e s t  the  dec l ine  i n  l i v i n g  standards.  A t  t he  t i m e  
Garcia took o f f i c e  payments on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  debt  were $475 mi l l ion  
i n  a r r e a r s ,  and t h e  government was threatened with a complete cutoff  
of a l l  new sources of investment c a p i t a l .  Garcfa found t h a t  i n t e r n a l  
economic dec l ine  was leadirlg t o  s o c i a l  de te r io ra t ion  and p o l i t i c a l  
violence. 

Pos i t ive  Moment1:m: Over the  next  few years ,  a s  governments every- 
where face d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  maintaining o r  improving 

l i v i n g  standards,  o the r s  may a l s o  choose t o  reduce m i l i t a r y  expendi- 
tu res .  mite a p a r t  from t h e  p o s i t i v e  momentum of the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
peace movement i n  recent  years ,  worsening economic condi t ions  may 
become t h e  key motivation f o r  revers ing  t h e  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of the  p a s t  
generation. 

MSBAPIHG GLOBAL GEO-POLITICS 

Preoccupied with each o ther ,  t h e  t w o  m i l i t a r y  superpowers 
apparently have f a i l e d  t o  no t i ce  t h a t  global  g e o p o l i t i c s  i s  being 
reshaped in a way t h a t  de f ines  s e c u r i t y  more i n  economic than i n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  terms. While the  United S t a t e s  and Soviet Union 
have concentrated on m i l i t a r y  competition, Japan has been challenging 
b t h  na t ions  on the  economic f r o n t .  

Emergence of Japan a s  a World Power: Following its de fea t  i n  World 
h!ar 11, Japan was b t h  she l t e red  

under t h e  U.S .  defense umbrella and barred f ron  t h e  arms race  by 
Al l ied  powers' s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  i ts  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  remain l imi ted  t o  
a small ,  l i g h t l y  armed self-defense force.  Without an imposing m i l i t a r y  
s e c t o r  t o  sap investment c a p i t a l  and scientific and managerial t a l e n t ,  
Japan i s  moving toward a pos i t ion  of global  economic supremacy. High 
domestic savings plus neg l ig ib le  m i l i t a r y  expenditures have combined 
t o  b o s t  investment i n  new p lan t  and equipment, g iv ing Japan t h e  world's 
most modern, technologica l ly  advanced economy. 

Measured by a b i l i t y  t o  compete ir.  m r l d  markets and by inves t -  
ment abroad, Japan is s t e a d i l y  improving i t s  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  superpowers. Per c a p i t a  income i n  Japan surpassed t h a t  i n  the  
Soviet  Union i n  the  mid-sixt ies  and is appraoching t h a t  i n  the United 
S t a t e s .  In t r ade .  Japan 's  expor t s  a r e  near ly  double those of the 
Soviet Union. And i f  recent  t r ends  continue, b f o r e  1990 Japan w i l l  
supplant t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  the  wor ld ' s  leading t r ad ing  power. 

Japanese I n v e s t m n t  Ahcad: J w n e n e  inv(fnLmnt  abrcad bas a l s o  
surged i n  recent  years .  With only modest 

ne t  fore ign a s s e t s  of l e s s  than $12 b i l l i o n  a s  r ecen t ly  a s  1980, Japan ' s  
n e t  ex te rna l  holdings now exceed $120 b i l l i o n .  The United S t a t e s ,  l o ~ ~ g  
t h e  world's leading overseas inves to r ,  with net  a s s e t s  abroad of $147 
b i l l i o n  a s  r ecen t ly  a s  1382, has now become a debtor  na t ion  - a p r e c i p i -  
tous,  and unprecedented, f a l l  from leadership .  Its once-vast ne t  
foreign a s s e t s  have been wiped ou t  almost overnight .  



In  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic arena,  Japan i s  t h u s  now i n  a 
c l a s s  by i t s e l f .  The combination of in te rna t iona l  t r a d e  and rap id ly  
growing investment abroad g ives  the  na t ion  a d i r e c t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
economic involvement t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  can no longer claim. In 
1985 Japan's  expor ts  t o t a l e d  $174 b i l l i o n .  Combined with i ts  n e t  
foreign a s s e t s  of $125 b i l l i o n ,  t h i s  g ives  Japan a t o t a l  economic 
involvement abroad o f  $299 b i l l i o n .  By comparison, U.S. exports  of 
$217 b i l l i o n  and n e t  fore ign a s s e t s  of minus $120 b i l l i o n  yieldgd a 
t o t a l  of $97 b i l l i o n ,  jus t  one t h i r d  t h a t  of Japan. 

P o l i t i c a l  Influence Derives from EconOmic Strength: Japan, i n i t i a l l y  
barred from the  

in te rna t iona l  arms race ,  now has mastered t h e  new geopo l i t i c s ,  recog- 
n iz ing  t h a t  i n  t h e  nuclear age m i l i t a r y  power is of l imi ted  value 
a n d t h a t p o l i t i c a l  inf luence  der ives  more from the  economic s t r eng th  
of a highly productive,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  competitive economy. U.S. 
govefnors and mayors now compete vigorously f o r  Japanese a t t e n t i o n  
and i n d u s t r i a l  investment. And Third World delegat ions  seeking in-  
vestment and technology from abroad journey t o  Tokyo. For developing 
coun t r i e s ,  t h e  Japanese model i s  f a r  more a t t r a c t i v e  than e i t h e r  the  
problem-ridden Soviet  economy o r  t h e  debt  ridden American one. 

China: Another country t h a t  has grapsed the  
new geopo l i t i c s  is China. Although 

it shares  a 3,000-kilometer border with t h e  Soviet  Union, it has 
u n i l a t e r a l l y  decided t o  reduce military expenditures,  c u t t i n g  them 
from s m e  14 percent  of GNP a decade ago t o  7.5 percent  i n  1985. A t  
t h e  same time, the  leaders  i n  Beij ing have increased i n v e s t m n t  i n  
ag r i cu l tu re  and t h e  manufacture of consumer goods and have stepped 
up t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t o r e  and p r o t e c t  t h e  economy's environmental 
support systems by increas ing expenditures on r e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  d e s e r t  
reclamation, and, family p lanning. .  I n  e f f e c t ,  China i s  def in ing 
s e c u r i t y  i n  economic and ecologica l  terms. 

w: For t h e  world as a whole, the  p a s t  generat ion h a s  seen 
an overwhelming movement toward m i l i t a r i z a t i o n .  Apart from 

the  heavy claim on pub l i c  resources,  the East-West c o n f l i c t  cont r ib-  
u t e s  t o  a psychological cl imate of suspicion and d i s t r u s t  t h a t  makes 
t h e  cooperat ive,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  address of new t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
of na t ions  next t o  impossible. I f  demi l i t a r i za t ion  could replace  
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  na t iona l  governments would be f r e e  t o  reorder t h e i r  
p r i o r i t i e s ,  end could r e t u r n  t o  pa ths  of sus ta ined progress. 

I r o n i c a l l y ,  f o r  the United S t a t e s  and t h e  Soviet  Union, main- 
t a i n i n g  a p o s i t i o n  of leadership  may now depend on reducing m i l i t a r y  
expenditures t o  s trengthen t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s ,  they  could s e t  the  
s t age  f o r  demi l i t a r i z ing  t h e  world econcmy. Once it s t a r t s ,  d e n i l i t -  
a r i z a t i o n  - l i k e  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  - could feed on i t s e l f .  

Ref. S ta te  o f  the  world - 1986. A Vlorldwatch I n s t i t u t e  Report on 
Progress Towards a Sustainable Society. 



T O W A R D S A ' I n m u m C F m m -  
PART I 

Joseph A. Komonchak 

(Le P. J d s e ~ h  A .  Kmachak, l1Univcirsit6 Catholiqde de Washington, DC, 
a  pdsentd ce t t e  Ztude 'Vers une the'ologie de l  '6gl ise  locale" B lo 
premi2re rdunion du C m n i t d  consultatif  thdologique de l a  Fdde'ration 
des Confdrences EpiscopaZes d'flsie, en auriZ 1986, B Hong-Km-g. 

Le P.  Kanachaiaborde son sujet en portant son at tent ion sur 
Z'Eglise come c m n a u t d  hwnaine e t  examine ensuite l a  gendse de 
Z'Eglise dcms les  6gZises locales.  

Des rdflexions acr l ' incul tumtion,  sur la mission de 2 'Eglise 
dans le  monde, aur l e s  re lat ions  entre l e  kgl ises  locales e t  Z'EgZise 
de Rome font partie de c e t t e  Etude savante. Le t ex te  original a  
Z t d  collsiddrabZement rdduit pm manque d'espace dans ce bul le t in .  

A Centra l  Question i n  Ecclesiology: One of the  chief  e c c l e s i o l o g i c a l  
quest ions i s  prompted by the  

following passage of Lumen Gentium 8: 
The one Mediator, C h r i s t ,  e s t ab l i shed  and ever  s u s t a i n s  
here on e a r t h  h i s  holy Church, the  community of f a i t h ,  
hope, and love,  a s  a v i s i b l e  organizat ion through which 
he canmunicates t r u t h  ad grace t o  a l l .  But t h e  s o c i e t y  
s t ruc tu red  with h ie ra rch ica l  organs and t h e  myst ica l  
Body of Chr i s t ,  t he  v i s i b l e  soc ie ty  and t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
comuni ty ,  t h e  e a r t h l y  Church and t h e  Church endowed with 
heavenly g i f t s ,  a r e  no t  t o  be thought of a s  two r e a l i t i e s ,  
bu t  form a s i n g l e  complex r e a l i t y  which i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  by 
a d iv ine  and a human element. 

The Council does not  o f f e r  any theologica l  explanation of how 
one i s  t o  understand how two such remarkably d i f f e r e n t  s e t s  o f  
desc r ip t ions  can r e f e r  t o  the  s i n g l e  r e a l i t y  c a l l e d  "the Church". 
Neither the  once-dominant model of t h e  Church a s  a soc ie tas  p e r f e c t a  
o r  any of t h e  models t h a t  have s ince  sought t o  d isplace  it (e .g . ,  
Mystical Body, People of God, sacrament, communion, hera ld ,  servant ,  
e t c .  ) have adequately engaged t h e  quest ion posed by t h e  Council' s 
restatement of t h e  Church's c e n t r a l  self-understanding. 

The Church a s  a Human Community: In order  t o  face  t h e  challenge posed 
by t h e  Catholic ins i s t ence  t h a t  the  

Church is  a s ing le  and complex r e a l i t y  a s h i f t  i n  methodology i s  
necessary i n  ecclesioloqy.  The necessary s h i f t  is: t o  t u r n  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  the  Church a s  a human community. This  does no t  mean denying t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  and transcendent  dimensions of t h e  Church; but it argues 
t h a t  i f  t h e  splendid b i b l i c a l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  r e a l i t y  i s  t r u e ,  it is  
true of q u i t e  concrete bodies of men and women. 

The Four Elements of Community: For Longerqan, community i s  an 
achievement of common meaning and value. 

It is a p o t e n t i a l  achievement when a group of people share a common 



f i e l d  of experience, when they have something t o  think and t a l k  
a b u t  together.  Inlithout t h i s ,  community is not poss ib le ,  f o r  other-  
wise t h e  people cannot know what they a r e  t a l k i n g  a b u t .  But by 
i t s e l f ,  community of experience - a t  l e a s t  in  Longergan's technical  
meaning of the  term - i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  f u l l  c o m n i t y  of 
meaning and value. The group needs a l s o  t o  think and t a l k  about 
t h e i r  experience and t o  reach some measute of common understanding 
and agreement: Yes, t h i s  i s  what t h e  experience means, and, No, t h a t  
is no t  what it means. But groups of p?ople do n o t  form e f f e c t i v e  
connuunities i f  they only th ink ,  t a l k  and agree; they mst a l s o  a c t  
i n  common, and t o  do t h a t  they must be committed t o  common values 
and t o  comon goals. The achievement of meaning and value - the  
production of community - is the  r e s a l t  of common experiences, 
cMnmon understandings, common judgements, and connnon conaoitments. 

The Church a s  Community: This scheme, of course, i s  pure ly  formal. 
It y ie lds  s e t s  of quest ions t h a t  one may 

ask about various groups which a r e  o r  might be considered communities. 
I f  t h e  Church i s  t o  be considered a community, it is  legi t imate  t o  
ask those  ques t ions  of it. One would ask,  then,  what i s  the  comon 
experience t h a t  provides t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  the  se l f - rea l i za t ion  of 
the  Church? What a r e  the  common understandings and judgements i n  
the  experience? What a r e  the  commitments and decis ions  t h a t  render 
the  c m u n i t y  e f f e c t i v e l y  present  and ac t ive?  

THE GENESIS OF THE CHURCH 

By t h e  genes is  of t h e  Church i s  meant, not p r i n c i p a l l y  the  
h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s o f  the  Church ou t  of the  l i f e ,  ministry,  death 
and resur rec t ion  of Jesus Chr i s t  but r a t h e r  what the  Venerable Bede 
re fe r red  t o  metaphorically when he s a i d  t h a t  "everyday the Church 
gives b i r t h  t o  t h e  Church". A s  i s  t r u e  of o the r  s o c i a l  r e a l i t i e s ,  
the  exis tence  of t h e  Church is a precarious achievement, f o r  it 
counts f o r  i ts  continued exis tence  on successive generat ions appropri- 
a t i n g  and reproducing the  i n s i g h t s  and decis ions ,  aeaninga and values 
which previous generat ions had shared and which h id  generated and 
cons t i tu ted  the  s o c i a l  world they l e f t  behind. 

A Connnunity of Fai th .  Hope and Love: The Church had i t s  o r i g i n s  in 
t h e  human response t o  the  divine 

i n i t i a t i v e  announced and given i n  Jesus  Chr is t .  A group of people 
once heard Jesus of Nazareth preach and sawhim a c t ,  and t e n t a t i v e l y  
and not very f a i t h f u l l y  they began t o  follow a f t e r  him, hoping t h a t  
"he was t h e  one who would l i b e r a t e  I s r a e l "  (Lk 24:21). Jesus  d r e w  
a c e r t a i n  group of them into. an e s p e c i a l l y  c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
him and assigned them tasks  which they agreed t o  c a r r y  out .  Af ter  
h i s  execution, they became convinced t h a t  God had vindicated Jesus ,  
h i s  message and h i s  mission; and they came together  again, now o u t  of 
t h e  conviction t h a t  by h i s  resurrec t ion God had not only  made him 
Lord and C h r i s t  but  had brought about t h e  promised new covenant, some- 
th ing new, t h e  fu l f i lment  of I s r a e l ' s  des i re  but  a l s o  a community i n  
which the  d i s t i c n t i o n  between Jew and Greek had been overcome. Rnd 
t h i s  group of d i s c i p l e s ,  which soon c a l l e d  i t s e l f  " the Church," began 
t o  t e l l  o the r s  of Jesus C h r i s t  and t o  i n v i t e  them i n t o  t h e  c o m n i t y  
of f a i t h ,  hope and love which God had brought about i n  them. And 
throughout i t s  long h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Church has been produced and re -  
produced by succesive generations of meq and women tzcoming convinced 



t h a t  God was in Chr is t  t econc i l ing  the  world t o  God, and a l l  the 
ges tures  and r i t e s ,  cornuni t ies  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  min i s t r i e s  and 
a c t i v i t e s  have a r i sen  out  of and center  upon t h a t  founding convict ion.  

Two moments in t h e  Daily Genesis of the  Church: For a c lose r  exam- 
ina t ion  of t h e  subject ,  

I wish t o  d i s t ingu i sh  two moments i n  the d a i l y  genes is  of the  Church: 
(1) one genera t ion 's  c m u n i c a t i o n  of Chr i s t i an  meaning acd value and 
(2) t h e  reception and appropriat ion of t h a t  meaning and values a s  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  of a new genera t ion 's  common l i f e .  The f i r s t  may be s a i d  
t o  be t h e  object ive  and t h e  second t h e  subject ive  p r inc ip le  of  t h e  
Church's genesis .  I f  the  object ive  element is neglected, the re  w i l l  
be the danger of reducing t h e  Church t o  a vague cornrmnity of f r iend-  
ship ,  warn fee l ings ,  o r  s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y .  I f  the  subject ive  element 
is neglected, t h e  ana lys i s  w i l l  remain abs t rac t ,  f o r  t h e  object ive 
element is only a p o t e n t i a l  p r inc ip le  of a conrmon l i f e  and becomes 
a r e a l ,  e f f e c t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  only when sub jec t ive ly  appropriated i n  
and by qu i t e  concrete groups of men and women i n  q u i t e  concrete 
circumstances. 

The Objective Pr inciple  of the  Genesis of t h e  Church: F i r s t ,  then, 
one generat ion 

comunicates  t o  another i t s  Chr is t ian  meanings and values. These a r e  
borne or c a r r i e d  by a v a r i e t y  of "object ive representat ions."  These 
include t h e  Scr ip tu res  and t h e  monuments of  t h e  Tradi t ion ,  t h e  
apos to l i c  ministry,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and ro les ,  customs and hab i t s ,  images 
and language, s t o r i e s  and legends, exemplary individual  and coumunal 
lives. A l l  t h e s e  a r e  s o  many ways i n  which previous generat ions of 
Chr i s t i ans  have o b j e c t i f i e d  the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and evaluation of 
human l i f e  which they  have drawn from and centered upon Jesus  Chr i s t .  
They express and embody a genera t ion 's  Chr i s t i an  r e s p n s e  t o  the  
bas ic  quest ions of human exis tence  i n  t h e  world. Embodiments of t h e  
meaning and value which d i rec ted  t h e  l i v e s  of a previous generation, 
they provide f o r  t h e  succeeding generation a her i tage  by which it 
may locate  i t s e l f  i n  the  world, i n  h is tory  and before God. Through 
t h e i r  s t o r i e s  and myths, ges tures  and r i t e s ,  language and symbols, 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r o l e s  and examples, the  generation before u s  o f f e r s  
us a God to  believe i n ,  a world t o  inhab i t ,  a goal  f o r  which t o  hope, 
and se lves  t o  become; and i n  way+ t h a t  w e  never f u l l y  apprecia te ,  it 
shapes and moulds a t  t h e  most in t imate  depths our v i s ion  of what 
it means t o  be a human being, of who God is, of what the  world i s  
and can become. 

The Subjective Pr inc ip le  of the Genesis ~. - -~ of t h e  Church: I n  the  object -  
ive  c a r r i e r s  of 

Chr is t ian  meaning and value i s  posed the challenge t o  a new generation. 
Aria the Church a r i s e s  again and again only kecause t h a t  challenge i s  
met i n  t h e  reception and appropriat ion of t h a t  meaning and value by the  
new generation. Paul T i l l i c h  once sa id ,  Persons c a m o t  receive answers 
t o  ques t ions  they never asked." The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a message and 
its appropriat ion a s  an au thor i ty  f o r  one ' s  l i f e  presupposes t h a t  one 
is asking c e r t a i n  kinds of quest ions,  ques t ions  which a r i s e  from from 
one's  own experience o r  which have been evoked by the  message i t s e l f .  
That C h r i s t i a n i t y  has always kelieved j-tself t o  have a relevance t o  
every generat ion means t h a t  there a r e  quest ions which every generat ion 
must pose t o  which C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f f e r s  i t s e l f  a s  a response. ~ u t  t o  
say t h i s  is not  t o  require  u s  t o  attenpt t o  de l inea te  those  ques t ions  
i n  a forn  s o  a b s t r a c t  a s  t o  be appl icable  t o  any generation i n  any 
cu l tu re  a t  any time. Humanity i s  not  an  a b s t r a c t  but a concrete 



un ive r sa l ,  and i f  the re  a re  un ive r sa l  ques t ions ,  it i s  not  only 
hecause t h e r e  i s  a universa l  human nature ,  nor even because t h e r e  
a r e  "anthropological  cons tants ,"  b u t  hecause every generat ion,  before 
whatever challenges it may face,  asks  quest ions about meaning and 
value ,  about what t h e  world is,  who God is, and what s o r t s  of se lves  
w may be. 

His to r i c  Questions of t h e  New Generation: Because t h e  subjec t ive  
appropriat ion of Chr is t ian  

meaning and value i s  always mediated through the e x i s t e n t i a l  and 
h i s t o r i c  quest ions of t h e  new generat ion,  t h e  genesis  of the  Church 
is always f i r s t  and foremost the  genes is  of a l o c a l  Church. The 
recept ion  and appropr ia t ion  of Chr i s t i an  meaning and value is  always 
a concrete hermeneutical achievement. There is no universa l  Church 
i n  the  sense of a Church be l i ev ing  i n  some a b s t r a c t  way i n  a merely 
formal f a i t h .  It is not the  word of God i n  general  t h a t  ga thers  
the  Church i n  f a i t h ,  ht t h e  word a s  preached i n  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t -  
a t i v e  con tex t s  and received a s  a response t o  concrete t h r e a t s  t o  
authent ic  human meaning. The Church's hope overcomes q u i t e  concrete 
experiences of t h e  demonic power of e v i l  i n  perscns and s t r u c t u r e s .  

The Church does not  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  Eucharist  i n  general ;  it 
c e l e b r a t e s  it i n  q u i t e  concrete human groups, and t h e  cumnunion 
e f f e c t e d  i n  and through such a Eucharist  overcomes q u i t e  concrete 
experiences of a l i ena t ion .  The Church un ive r sa l  a r i s e s  insofa r  a s  
the  severa l  communities of f a i t h ,  hope and love recognize and 
receive  one another  a s  redeemed f o r  God by a ccmon Savior and i n  
a common S p i r i t .  The Church i s  no t  c a t h o l i c  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  d i f fe rences  
i n  circumstance and i n  henoeneutical focus among t h e  l o c a l  Churches, 
ht p r e c i s e l y  in and through them. 

For these  reasons it is  no t  legi t imate  t o  make t h e  s o c i a l  and 
c u l t u r a l  d i f f e rences  among the  Churches a secondary theo log ica l  
p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  Church's l i f e .  For it is  only i n  s o c i e t i e s  and 
c u l t u r e s  t h a t  the quest ions a r i s e  t o  which the  objec t ive  C h r i s t i a n  
meanings and values  a re  addressed. The s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  con- 
d i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  matrices of a C h r i s t i a n i t y  made 
concrete.  

MISSION TO THE VX3X)RLD 

In d iscuss ions  about t h e  Church's "mission t o  t h e  world," "world" 
is  n o t  pr imar i ly  t h e  physical  cosmos o r  even "the t h e a t e r  of human 
h i s to ry . "  The "world" i s  human h i s to ry ;  it i s  the h i s t o r i c  human 
se l f -p ro jec t :  not only  what human k i n g s  have made toge the r  but what 
they  a r e  together .  Individuals  become ind iv idua l s  within t h a t  world; 
it mdtes them what they a r e  and they make it what it i s .  Individual  
s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  occurs within t h e  genera l  and p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l ,  
s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n s  of t h e  world; the  world r e a l i z e s  
i t s e l f  through t h e  individuals  s e l f  r e a l i z a t i o n s .  To paraphrase Peter  
Berger and Thomas Luckmann: t h e  world i s  a human product,  and ind iv idua l s  
a r e  products  of t h e  world. 

To r e l a t e  "the Church" and "the world," then, i s  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  s e l f - p r c j e c t  and t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  human se l f -p ro jec t .  A s  an 
ind iv idua l ' s  f a i t h  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r  instance of t h e  p r o j e c t  of human 
exis tence ,  s o  t h e  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  of the Church is an ins tance  of the  
s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  world. I t  is s moment i n  t h e  world 's  self- 
r e a l i z a t i o n .  I f  t h e  Church i s  d i s t i n c t  from " the  world," it is 



because i n  t h e  Church t h e  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  of ind iv idua l s  and groups 
cen te r s  around Jesus Chr is t .  The individual  and c o l l e c t i v e  self- 
pro jec t  of  humanity is f o r  them in te rp re ted  and resolved i n  C h r i s t .  

World's Self-Realization: The subject ive  appropriat ion of Chr is t ian  
meaning and value by each new generat ion 

is not  a p r iva te  moment, nor an a c t  of withdraw1 from "the world." 
It occurs i n  t h e  world, and a s  a moment i n  t h e  world's s e l f - r e a l i z -  
a t ion .  The world is not  what l i e s  outs ide  the  Church: it includes 
the  Church and without t h e  Church, t h e  world would be something 
different-from what it is .  Chr is t ian  believing,  hoping and loving 
a r e  f r e e  human a c t s ,  determining what t h e  world should and s h a l l  be. 
I f  t h i s  is t h e  case,  then t h e r e  is not  some f i r s t  moment i n  which 
the  Church beccnoes t h e  Church and a second moment i n  which the Church 
considers its r e l a t i m  t o  the world. Church means "assembly" (ek- 
k l e s i a )  , and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the re  has  been an assembly of human beings 
because of Jesus Chr i s t ,  i n  h i s  name, and f o r  h i s  sake, has a l t e r e d  
t h e  world already and poses a challenge f o r  t h e  present  generation 
which is responsible f o r  what t h e  world s h a l l  be i n  t h e  fu tu re .  

The Geneais of t h e  Church from the  Two Pr inciples :  It is i n  terms of 
t h i s  challenge t o  

t h e  Church t o  became an h i s t o r i c a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  mediation of Chr is t ian  
meaning and value i n t o  the  h i s t o r i c  s e l f  project  of humankind t h a t  
t h e  two moments I have dis t inguished above come together in t h e  con- 
c r e t e  genes is  of t h e  l o c a l  Church. The i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  two matents 
i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  Gustavo Gut ier rez '  book, A Theology of Libera t ion,  
where we f ind  two quest ions being asked. The f i r s t  has a f ami l i a r  
form: "What i s  t h e  meaning of the s t rugg le  aga ins t  an un jus t  soc ie ty  
and t h e  c rea t ion  of a new person i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  Gospel?" People 
f ind  themselves involved i n  an h i s t o r i c  p r o j e c t  and w i l l i n g l y  submit 
it t o  t h e  judgement of  t h e  Gospel. It is a fami l i a r  quest ion,  because 
we a r e  accustaned t o  asking about t h e  s igni f icance  of a g rea t  v a r i e t y  
of t h i n g s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  Gospel. Here the  Gospel has the  p r i o r i t y .  

But Gutierrez has a l ready asked another ques t in ,  much l e s s  
f ami l i a r  i n  its form: "What i s  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  f a i t h  i n  a l i f e  
committed t o  t h e  s t ruggle  agains t  i n j u s t i c e  and a l ienat ion?"  Now it 
i s  t h e  Gospel which is brought t o  t h e  s t rugg le  f o r  i l luminat ion,  
and t h i s  i s  an unfamiliar  quest ion,  so unfamiliar  t h a t  many people 
r e j e c t  it out  of hand because here the  p r i o r i t y  appears t o  be given 
t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  proajpzt i t s e l f .  It r e f l e c t s  Gutierrez '  statement t h a t  
theology i s  c r i t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  on p rax i s ,  t h a t  is, t h a t  p r a c t i c a l  
commitment goes f i r s t  and theological  theory is second. 

An Authentic C h u ~ :  I f  only  t h e  f i r s t  quest ion is asked then 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  presented i n  pure ly  formal fashion 

and the  t r u e  concreteness of  t h e  genes is  of t h e  Church i s  overlooked. 
I f  only t h e  second questiun i s  asked. then t h e  Gospel loses  i t s  
character  a s  a divenely given and i n  t h a t  sense "object ive" word which 
is not  ours  t o  dispose of a s  w e  see fit, and we a r e  i n  danger of a 
merely ideological  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  Gospel and of a reduction of 
t h e  Church t o  the  sca le  of a simple legi t imat ion of  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  
of c u l t u r a l  dec i s ions  w are  unwilling t o  question. But i f  both 
quest ions a re  asked. then xe are  approaching an instance of t h e  con- 
c r e t e  se l f . - rea l iza t ion ofan authent j~c  Church, whose genes is  both 
i l lumines and i s  illumined by t h e  h i s t o r i c  se l f -p ro jec t  of which 
it i s  now a dimension. The human decis ions  t h a t  make the  Church 



t o  be from day t o  day, from genera t ion  t o  genera t ion ,  i n  any s o c i e t y  
o r  c u l t u r e ,  axe, t h u s ,  inescapably,  d e c i s i o n s  which also make t h e  
world t o  be h a t  t h e  world s h a l l  be. 

Concrete Men and Women Da i ly  Cons t ruc t  the Church: The Church comes 
t o  be i n  an  - - - - -. . -. . 

encounter  b e t e e n  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  freedom of God i n  C h r i s t  and t h e  
S p i r i t  and t h e  l i b e r a t e d  h i s t o r t c a l  freedam of an earlier genera t ion ,  
on t h e  one hand, and t h e  freed- of a new genera t ion  in t h e  process  
of assuming i t s  o m  s e l f - r e s ~ n n s i b i l i t - !  i n  h i s t o r y .  

To th ink  conc re t e ly  about t he  gene ra t ive  and c o n s t i t u t i v e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Church - t h e  call of Gcd ,  word o f  C h r i s t  and grace  
of t h e  S p i r i t  - is t o  t u r n  o n e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  those  concre te  s i t u a t i o n s  
and those  concre te  a c t i o n s  and processes  hf which concre te  men and 
women d a i l y  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  Church. And t h i s  i s  always t h e  g e n e s i s  of 
the one and c a t h o l i c  Church i n  and o u t  of t h e  many l o c a l  Churches. 

( P a r t  I1 of t h i s  paper  w i l l  examine t h e  comunion of local Churches 
and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  l o c a l  Churches and t h e  Church of 
Row). 

Ref: Paper p re sen ted  at the f i r s t r a n u a l  Federa t ion  of Asian Bishops 
Conferences Theolopical  Advisory Colmnittee i n  A p r i l ,  1986 i n  
Rong Kong. 

- end - 
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SUMMARY OF CHALLENGES WHICH EMeRGED AT TAE 
SEDOS SEMINAR ON THIRD WORLD THEOMGIES, MAY 1986 

(Th i s  i s  a swmnary o,C  he main qdest ions and c h a l k n g e s  which 
merged at t h e  SEDOS Research Seminar i n  May 1386. SEDOS Bul le t in  
86/h'o.6 o f  15th June contains an extended report  o f  t h e  Seminar). 

CHWENGES FROM ASIA 

THE GREAT RELIGIONS: Respectful  dialogue with o the r  r e l i g i o n s  i s  
a  new "sign of t h e  times". There is  a s h i f t  

from a church-centred view of God's plan f o r  t h e  world t o  a  kingdom- 
cent red  view and t h e  building up of t h e  Church i s  seen a t  t h e  service  
of t h e  bui ld ing of t h e  Kingdom. Hence t h e  following challenges:  

1)  I f  t h e  Church i s  no longer seen a s  the  c e n t r e  of t h e  world and 
of sa lva t ion  h i s t o r y  what i s  i t s  self-awareness a s  hera ld  of t h e  
kingdom? 

2 )  What a r e  the soc io -po l i t i ca l  impl ica t ions  of t h e  broadened 
process  of evangel isa t ion  ( s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  Church co l l abora tes  
with o the r  r e l i g i o n s )  i n  the defence and promotion of human values? 

3)  Row do we understand the  unique and universa l  mediatorship Of 
Jesus  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  context  of ( a )  t h e  cosmic a c t i v i t y  of C h r i s t  
and (b)  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  manifestat ion and continuing presence i n  t h e  
Church? 

4 )  W i l l  p revalent  ideas  regarding syncretism need t o  be revised? 
How do we assess  claims of those w b  wish t o  >c beyond "name and 
form" transcending s t r u c t u r e s  and symbols? In p r a c t i c e ,  is it 
poss ib le  t o  be a  i l i n d u x h r i s t i a n ,  a Christian-Buddhist? 

5 )  There i s  considerable development i n  t h e  theology of t h e  local  
Church and i n  t h e  recognit ion of i t s  c a l l  t o  mission: 

- How do these  a f f e c t  our p o l i c i e s  of incu l tu ra t ion ,  our commitment 
t o  a  s p e c i f i c  country? 

- How can we be helpers ,  not  l eader s ,  even aga ins t  t h e  wishes of 
t h e  l o c a l  l eader s  who have been formed a l ready t o  our image? 

- How do ,:E le t  t h e  Church grow f ron k l o w  withsut imposing our - 
concept of church and i ts  var ious  s t r u c t u r e s  (within permissible 
l i m i t s ) .  

- What a r e  the  implicat ions f o r  our p o l i c i e s  regarding f inances,  
a i d  f o r  p r o j e c t s ,  e t c ,  from autonomous agencies a s  d i s t i n c t  from 
funds ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  missionary. 

THE CAALLENGE OF THE POOR: Poverty; popular r e l i g i o s i t y ;  mul t i -  
r e l i g i o u s  ac t ion  groups; t h e  ques t  f o r  

i n t e g r a l  l i b e r a t i o n ;  t h e  need f o r  c u l t u r a l  change; new models of 
social ism give r i s e  t o  the  following challenges: 



6 )  How w i l l  Asians a r r i v e  a t  a h o l i s t i c  perspect ive ,  an i n t e g r a l  
humanism which w i l l  respect  t h e i r  i d e a l s  of personal  growth but 
a l s o  t h e  communal dimensions of t h e i r  human exis tence  s t r e s s i n g  c a l l s  
t o  ac t ion?  

7) How t o  make r e l i g i o n s  r e l evan t  and a force  f o r  u n i f i c a t i o n  
r a t h e r  than d iv i s ion  i n  Asia? 

8) AS long a s  the  Church he r se l f  preserves  her  "foreign image" i n  
l i t u r g y ,  theology and organiza t ional  s t r u c t u r e s  how w i l l  she he lp  
coun t r i e s  t o  evolve towards a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e r e  a r e  s t a t e s  t h a t  
a r e  n e i t h e r  confess ional ,  ( I s lamic ,  Buddhist, Hindu e t c . )  , nor pure ly  
secular - technocra t ic ,  having no respec t  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  values? 

9)  Liberat ion i s  seen a s  an i n t e g r a l  dimension of evangel isa t ion .  
How ser ious  i s  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  give similar emphasis t o  t h e  i n t e g r a l  
dimension of incu l tu ra t ion  and dialogue not  only i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  of Asia but  a l s o  t o  the  a n c e s t r a l  r e l i g i o n s  f.n Asia, 
Africa,  the  P a c i f i c  and Latin America - and a l s o  t o  o the r  r e l i g i o n s  
i n  Europe and North h e r i c a 3  

THE CHALLENGE OF SELF DISCOVERY AND GROWTH (FORMATION) 

10) How can w e  c rea te  condi t ions  of freedom and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  growth of a p a r t i c i p a t i v e  model of Church based 
on c o l l e g i a l i t y ,  s u b s i d i a r i t y  and autonomy i n  communion, r a t h e r  than 
on s t r u c t u r e s ,  f i n a n c i a l  and c u l t u r a l ,  which ha9e heen i n t e r n a l i s e d  
through formation and h i s to ry?  

CHALLENGES FROM LATIN AMERICA 

11.) The Churches of Latin America a r e  hecoming conscious of t h e i r  
missionary nature .  We see  mission i n  a th ree fo ld  dimension, not only 
ad gentes,  but a l s o  ad ecclesiam and ad  invicem. The mission ad 
ecclesiam ( t o  t h e  churches) ,  and ad invicem ( t o  one ano the r ) ,  
chal lenges  us t o  be i n  dialogue with o the r  missionary Churches, t o  
he concerned not only about our own l o c a l  views and perspect ives  tut 
a l s o  with t h e  problems of t h e  un ive r sa l  Church and t o  o f f e r  our own 
p o i n t s  of view while having a deep s p i r i t  o f  communion with t h e  Church 
i n  Rome. 

13) Basic e c c l e s i a l  communities need space and opportunity t o  grow. 
How t o  al low them t o  m a t u r e f u l l y i s  a challenge t o  those responsible 
f o r  au then t i ca t ing  them and recognising them o f f i c i a l l y .  

19) Basic e c c l e s i a l  communities challenge t h e  r o l e  of the  p r i e s t  in  
mission; t h e r e  i s  now a ccmplementarity of r o l e s ,  a move away from 
the  pyramidal s t r u c t u r e  s o  prevalent  u n t i l  r ecen t ly  in  Lat in  America; 
the  p r i e s t ' s  robe i s  t o  he lp  form t h e  communities, accompany them, 
r a t h e r  than be t h e  c e n t r a l  con t ro l ing  au thor i ty .  This is a c r i t i c a l  
i s sue  f o r  some p r i e s t s .  

14) Religious have k e n  " s S s t i t u t i n g "  f o r  p r i e s t s  f o r  f i f t e e n  
years ,  The challenge now is: does the r e l i g i o u s  have a unique, 
p a r t i c u l a r  dimension, s u b s t i t u t i n g  ne i the r  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t  nor t h e  
l a i t y ,  t o  be discovered i n  dialogue with "the l a i t y ?  



15) A people t h a t  was oppressed and marginalized f o r  so  long now 
sees  i t s e l f  a s  one people, E n ,  women, youth, e lde r ly .  The challenge 
is t o  see t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of women in the  context  of the  l i b e r a t i o n  of 
t h e  whole people. This means a l s o  l i b e r a t i o n  of men from s t ruc tu res  
and condit ions which allowed them t o  see women only i n  a c e r t a i n  way. 

16) Vocations t o  priesthood a r e  important but  we look no t  only f o r  
an increase i n  these  but f o r  a new ~ i y i e  of soamunity i;h;ch w i l l  
c o d r d i n a t e  various m i n i s t r i e s  of men and women both temporary and 
permanent. 

17) The minis t ry  of p o l i t i c a l  i n v h e r n e n t  demands constant  formation, 
maintaining contact  with the  supporting community and ensuring t h a t  
t h e  e c c l e s i a l  dimension i s  not d i l u t e d  a s  t h e  EECp become morecorwitted 
t o  jus t i ce .  

18) Fundamentalist s e c t s  have l a v i s h  f i n a n c i a l  help, t h e  support of 
governments both l o c a l  and foreign,  and challenge t h e  Churches of  p o s t  
Medellin and Puebla. Many of t h e  new Religious Flovements a l s o  pose 
a s imi la r  problem opposing i n c u l t u r a t  ion ?.nd dialogue. 

19) New conservative t r ends  appear. There is a d e s i r e  f o r  s e c u r i t y  
and a re tu rn  t o  a Church model predating Vatican I1 is appearing and 
is  supported by some e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  It emerges i n  t h e  
appointment of Bishops having l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  BECs and appointed 
seemingly without much a t t e n t i o n  t h e  process of consul ta t ion .  It is  
seen a l s o  i n  t h e  kind of young people en te r ing  seminaries. 

20) Row do we accompany and p a s t o r a l l y  ca re  f o r  t h e  more than one 
mi l l ion  Latin American refugees and how do w serve p a s t o r a l l y  
those Chr i s t i ans  l i v i n g  i n  a r e a s  of c o n f l i c t  i n  Lat in  America where 
the  Church, a s  Church, has not  been present  f o r  considerable periods? 

CHALLENGES F R O M  AFRICA -- 

21) The g r e a t e s t  challenge t o  evangel isa t ion i n  Afr ica  i s  in-  
cu l tu ra t ion .  How do we f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  process by which t h e  peoples 
of Africa can themselves become the  p r inc ipa l  agents  of i n c u l t u r -  
a t i n g  the  gospel message? ("Non seulement l e  Christianisme e s t  
important pour l lAf r ique ,  mais l e  C h r i s t  lui-meme, dans l e s  membres 
de son corps, e s t  Africain".  John Paul I1 A Nairobi, 1980). There 
is  a l s o  a strong opinion t h a t  t h e  work of evangelisat ion i n  .%frica 
presupposes es tab l i sh ing  a soc ie ty  based on j u s t i c e  and f u l l  human 
development. 

22) Given t h e  importance 0% t h e  Eucharist  and t h e  fewness of p r i e s t s  
is it not  necessary t o  reconsider ordaining l a y  people who a r e  
already exerc is ing m i n i s t r i e s  of responsible leadership  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  
communities? Also is  it no t  time t o  m-consider t h e  absolute  necess i ty  
of having bread and wine a s  the  matter  of t h e  Eucharist? Both are  
foreign t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  people? 

23) Basic family groups i n  Afr ica  challenge t h e  r o l e  of  the p r i e s t s  
and re l ig ious .  Can they r e a l l y  becone members of t h e  family? And 
what i s  t h e  r o l e  of missioners, - colla!mrators,  c a t a l y s t s ,  judges 
e tc?  Can they be r e a l  members of these  family groups? W i l l  t h e  
growth of BEC's  i n  Latin Arcerica influence t h e  eevelopment of African 
famLly groups? 



24) HOW does C h r i s t i a n i t y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  Af r i can ' s  profound respect  
f o r  ancestors? Can t h e  qospel message come t o  terms with Christology 
which sees  "Chr is t  a s  our ancestor". 

25) Marriage i s  s t i l l  found i n  i t s  progressive,  polygamous and 
monogamous forms but  it is now accepted by many t h a t  t h e  monogamous 
form is  t h e  t r u e  t r a d i t i o n  of Afr ica .  But how t o  d e a l  with t h e  
'progressive" understanding of marriage is  a challenge. 

26) Should the  missionary leave? The a d v i s e a b i l i t y  of  a moratorium 
i s  not  a dead i ssue .  Some associa te  t h i s  chal lenge with t h e  need 
f o r  an African Council i n  t h e  near  fu tu re .  

27) H o l i s t i c  heal ing i s  a l s o  a challenge. Jesus ,  t h e  Saviour and 
L ibe ra te r  should f r e e  people from what they see i n  t h e i r  own 
consciences a s  e v i l ,  - namely sickness,  e v i l  s p i r i t s  e t c .  It i s  
s i m p l i s t i c  and damaging t o  reduce t h i s  t o  a quest ion of sorcery. 

28) Presenting the  gospel message should n o t  be separated from 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  rites of i n i t i a t i o n .  Accepting t h e  gospel implies 
a c u l t u r a l  kenosis .  It happened a t  Pentecost ,  it happened when t h e  
apos t l e s  repudiated the  need f o r  circumcision according t o  t h e  law. 
Is t h e  Church ready t o  acknowledge s i m i l a r  'kenoses' coming from 
African t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ?  

SOME CHALLENGES TO MISSION INSTITUTES 

29) Can re levan t  formation take p lace  except through an experien- 
t i a l  i n s e r t i o n  i n  a place where t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of promotion of 
j u s t i c e ,  i n c u l t u r a t i o n  and dialogue a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  can be ex- 
perienced and r e f l e c t e d  upon? 

30) Can people be prepared f o r  these  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  a 'hothouse ' ,  
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  formation cent res?  Where can missioners g e t  t h i s  
experience during t h e i r  formation period? Where do we form t h e  
l eaders  of l o c a l  Churches, p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and l a y  leaders  in 
~f rica, ~ s i a / P a c i f  i c  and Latin-America? 

31) Missionary i n s t i t u t e s  a r e  challenged t o  he lp  t h e  l o c a l  Churches 
of  La t in  America t o  become missionery Churches by inves t ing  i n ,  and 
doing research  i n  t h e  prepara t ion  and formation of l o c a l  people 
r a t h e r  than by bringing i n  more people from outs ide .  

32) Missionary ins t i tu te r i  a r e  challenged t o  r e - in te rp re t  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  charisms i n  t h e  whole pas to ra l  plan of a church, diocese,  
a rea .  This  e n t a i l s  seeing t h e i r  own s p e c i a l  con t r ibu t ion  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  whole s o  t h a t  common goals  of each s e c t o r  can be i d e n t i f i e d ,  
opt ions  made and p r i o r i t i e s  e s t ab l i shed .  Where t h e r e  i s  no pas to ra l  
plan missionary i n s t i t u t e s  can help t o  cont r ibute  an overview, an 
awareness of o the r  groups and needs, avoiding dupl ica t ion  and making 
use of l imi ted  resources t o  serve t h e  l a r g e r  and more common pro jec t .  

33) can Congregations send t h e i r  b e s t  people t o  mission s i t u a t i o n s ?  
% Congregations place l o c a l  members of t h e i r  i n s t i t u t e s  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  
works j u s t  t o  keep up t h e  Congregation's presence the re?  Do they 
respond t o  t h e  demands of a revised  ecclesiology? Sending m i s B i r w i e s  
t o  a l o c a l  Church t o  g e t  l o c a l  vocations may be simply helping your 



own congregation r a t h e r  than the l o c a l  Church. 

34) W h a t  model of governance do i n t e r n a t i o n a l  mission Congregations 
present  t o  l o c a l  churches? It i s  t h e  same model which Rome p r o j e c t s  
t o  t h e  l o c a l  Church o r  do the Congregations convey a l t e r n a t i v e  
models based on decen t ra l i sa t ion ,  c o l l e g i a l i t y  and prophetic  charisms? 

35) Do Congregations ensure t h a t  renewal programmes and oppor tuni t ies  
f o r  updating ava i l ab le  t o  Superior Generals and t h e i r  admin$strations 
reach down t o  t h e  members a t  l o c a l  Church level?  

36) Some Lat in  American Churches a re  founding nat ional  mission 
I n s t i t u t e s  but o t h e r s  a re  emphasizing r a t h e r  t h e  l o c a l  Church's 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  mission. They a r e  i n v i t i n g  Church members t o  form 
teams made up of p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i m s ,  l a i t y  f o r  a f i v e  year  commitment 
t o  evangelisat ion i n  another area.  Some countr ies  of Asia would 
seem t o  be excluded because of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of language. We do 
not exclude a l i fe- long commitment t o  Mission but  we see t h i s  
i n t i a t i v e  a s  a l o c a l  Church r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e n t a i l i n g  a dialogue,  a 
giving and receiv ing a t  Church l eve l .  

37) Announcing t h e  good news i n  Afr ica  today is a challenge t o  the 
a t t i t u d e  of t h e  one who witnesses. This  begins i n  the formative 
years. Qua l i t i e s  of h e a r t ,  f ee l ing ,  col labora t ion ,  humili ty a r e  
a s  necessary i f  no t  more s o  than profess ional  prof ic iency i n  
t h e o l o g i c a l , l i t u r g i c a l ,  and t echn ica l  d i s c i p l i n e s .  Xumaness, 
the a b i l i t y  t o  r e l a t e  t o  m o t h e r  person a s  person i s  an e s s e n t i a l  
p requ i s i t e .  It c a l l s  t o  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  of community, of acceptance, 
of love.  This  is t r u e  whether t h e  witness i s  present  i n  Africa or 
announcing the  g o d  news t o  Africans from ou t s ide  Africa.  

38) This  demands a new s p i r i t u a l i t y  one t h a t  does not  f e a r  a 
necessary "changing of t h e  p a r d "  a t  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  accepting,  and 
encouraging t h e  handing over of r e s p o n s l b i l i t y t o l o c a l  witnesses. 

39 )  Preparat ion f o r  t h i s  "changing o f  t h e  w a r d "  should encourage 
missionary i n s t i t u t e s  t o  give p r i o r i t y  i n  formation programmes Lo 
Chr i s t i an  i n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  l a i t y .  A r e a l  kenosis i s  needed t o  
r e l inqu i sh  a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  l a i t y .  

40) One m u s t  ask  whether the  responsible a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  i n s t i t u t e s  
and comnunities a r e  r e a l l y  aware of t h e  need f o r  t h i s  preparat ion 
and f o r  the  need t o  be con t inua l ly  reminded of i t ?  Are t h e  SEWS 
s t u d i e s  on a new way of heing i n  mission, of presence,  of announcing 
and witnessing t o  Jesus  C h r i s t ,  shared w i t h  t h e  meatrership? 

41)  Do we r e a l l y  be l ieve  i n  the  men and women t o  whom God s e n t  tho  
Son? Do missioners accept t h a t  they t o o  need o the r s  t o  wltness Chr i s t  
t o  them and remind them of t h e i r  own need of s a l v a t i o ~ l .  

42 )  There is a f i n a l  challenge from Asia: Are our models of t h e  
Church and i t s  time and culture-condit ioned s t r u c t u r e s  c a l l e d  t o  d i e  
i n  order  t o  r i s e  again transformed i n t o  a new people? How much i 
of t r a d i t i o n  i s  r e a l l y  normative and how much i s  r e l a t i v e ?  
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SOLIDARITY I N  CRISIS NETWORK ALEXT 

15th October, 1986 

(Th i s  i s  the  second r e p o r t  regarding the  a r r e s t ,  
dissappearance and kidnapping o f  members of our congrega t ions ) .  

AN APPEAL FOR ACTION AND SOLIDARITY 

A Dominican p r i e s t ,  Father  Pe te r  Hortop, O.P., has  been 
deta ined s ince  June 17th ,  1986 by t h e  government of South Af r i ca .  
He w a s  a r r e s t e d  a f t e r  c e l e b r a t i n g  Mass in h i s  p a r i s h  i n  K r i s t o  
Nkosi i n  Kwa Thema, Springs. He is  t h e  p a s t o r  of a l a r g e  p a r i s h  
i n  one of t h e  townships. 

He was held in s o l i t a r y  confinement i n  t h e  Nigel p r i son  
f o r  t h r e e  months, dur ing  which time two a t tempts  t o  b r ing  h i s  
case  t o  t r i a l  have been re jec ted .  H e  has  now been moved t o  t h e  White 
 an's Pr i son  i n  Johannesburg. 

There is urgent  concern about h i s  emotional cond i t ion  because 
of t h e  t i m e  spent  i n  s o l i t a r y  confinement. You a r e  asked t o  w r i t e  
t o  government o f f i c i a l s  demanding t h a t  charges be brought a g a i n s t  
him i m e d i a t e l y  and t h a t  he be ab le  e i t h e r  t o  s tand t r i a l  o r  be 
r e l eased .  

Father  P e t e r  r e c e n t l y  rece ived permission t o  rece ive  p o s t  s o  
t h a t  l e t t e r s  a r e  requested t o  be s e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  him a s  s igns  of 
our C h r i s t i a n  suppor t  and concern. 

Addresses : 

M r .  P.W. Botha 
Prime Minis ter  
Union Building 
P r e t o r i a ,  Sud-Africa 

cc .  Ambasciata d e l  Sud-Africa 
Piazza Monte Grappa, 4 
00195 ROMA, I t a l i a  

Rev. P e t e r  Hortop, O.P. 
P r i v a t e  Bag X04 
Mondeor 
2 118 Sud-Africa 




