


There is an  abridged excerpt  from a study: The S ta te  of t h e  
world, 1986, by Lester  Brown and Edward Vlolf. We include it a s  a 
f i r s t  cont r ibut ion  t o  provide some guidance t o  SEDOS Members on the  
causes of m r l d  poverty asked f o r  a t  las t  y e a r ' s  Annual General 
Meeting of SEDOS. lJorld poverty and _wpulation a r e  in t imate ly  con- 
nected with each o the r  and with t h e  s t rugg le  f o r  jus t i ce .  The 
present  excerpt  d e a l s  with these  problems with p a r t i c u l a r  reference  
t o  Africa. 

F i n a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  some useful  c r i t e r i a  f o r  those  involved 
o r  becoming involved i n  m i n i s t r i e s  concerned with the  promotion of 
jus t i ce .  

mWS: Many SEDOS m d e r s  w i l l  be holding t h e i r  General Chapter - 
during t h e  summer. b!e send our good wishes t o  t h e  P a r i s  

Foreign Mission Society and t o  the  Congregation of the Hcly S p i r i t  
both of whom have a l ready begun t h e i r  Chapters an6 t o  Our Lady of 
Sion, the  Missionaries of Af r i ca ,  the  Comboni S i s t e r s ,  t h e  Oblates 
of Mary immaculate and t h e  ~ o m i n i c a n s  who w i l l  be holding t h e i r s  i n  
the  near fu ture .  

Fr.  Rudy Romano CSSR. Sadly t h e r e  is st i l l  no news of Rudy's where- 
abouts. "Disappeared" on 11th Ju ly ,  1985 it 

was hoped t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of Marcos t h e r e  would be information 
on h i s  f a t e .  So f a r  t h e r e  is none. 

South Africa: Dominican p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s ,  Oblates, a White Father  
and a Redemptorist, many seminarians a r e  among those 

who have been a r r e s t e d  i n  South Africa recent ly .  Some have been 
re leased;  many a r e  st i l l  under a r r e s t .  

Mozambique: Comboni and Consolata S i s t e r s  kidnapped by g u e r r i l l a s  
have s t i l l  not been re leased although radio  a .d  T.V. 

interviews have been arranged recen t ly  w i t h  some of them. 

World Religions f o r  Peace - SEDOS w i l l  hold a one-day Seminar on 
October 21st  1906 on t h i s  t o p i c  

in  prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  A s s i s i  prayer meeting f o r  Peace on October 
29th. The Seminar w i l l  include an i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  prayer sess ion  
including Hindu, Buddhist, tRlslim, Jewish and Chr i s t i an  r e l i g i o n s .  

SECAM (Symposium of Episcopal Conferences o f  Africa and Madagascar) - 
is looking f o r  a r e l i g i o u s  ( S i s t e r ,  Brother ,  P r i e s t )  t o  work 

i n  t h e  cepaci ty  of adminis t ra t ive  o f f i c e r  and b i l ingua l  t r a n s l a t o r  
under the  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Secre tary  General. Job desc r ip t ion  and 
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  ava i l abe  a t  SEDOS S e c r e t a r i a t  o r  t h e  J e s u i t  RBfugee 
Service, Rome. 

Anno 2001 - Modelli per Una Chiesa Universale by Flalbert Bchlman OFMCap 
is now ava i l ab le .  (Edizione Dehoniane N a p l i ) ,  

PRO MUNDI VITA w i l l  mark t h e  25th anniversary of i t s  foundation with 
a week long Symposium i n  Lome on The L a i t y  and t h e  

Dynamic of F a i t h , l 5 t h  September t o  21st September 1986. Keynote 
speakers and imrkshop l eaders  a r e  l a y  women ard men from d i f f e r e n t  
contents.  

I*!E WISH ALL OUR READERS HAPPY SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

The next i s s u e  of SEDOS Bul le t in  w i l l  appear on Sept.15 



I ( m m  
TEN YEARS m IAY m11ms 

( F r .  Detanote has accompanied the t a y  pastors (bakmnbil from 
their beginning i n  1975. The local Chtcrch of Kinshasa celebrated 
the tenth aniversarg o f  their  existence i n  September, 1985. On 
that occasion the C m i s s i o n  for lay minis*iee@f the Archdiocese 
of Kinshasa published two pcmphlets: Lea ministBre8. l a b s  d 
Kinst2asa, with an introduction by the auxiliary bishop 
IMs'gr. T.Tshibangu Tshishiku and, R6le et fonctions du mokmnbi (responsable 
Zatc) de paroisse; rBle e t  fonctt"cr.s dc Z ' a s s i s t c n t ~ ~ a r o i s ~ i a Z l e l  
e t  de Z'aninratacr pastorat, with a preface by CardianZ blatuta, 
Archbishop o f  Kinshasa. The bakmnbi were o f f i c i a l l y  recognised on 
t h i s  occasion. l 

22 September, 1985 was t r u l y  a day f u l l  of s igni f icance  f o r  our 
loca l  Church of Kinshasa and f o r  t h e  Church of Zaire,  a day which 
made h i s to ry  i n  t h e  Church of o u r  country. It was a high day f o r  
a l l  t h e  l a i t y  who a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  charged with a church o f f i c e  in our 
diocese,  and f o r  many others .  

Celebration i n  t h e  Cathedral: On t h i s  day we celebrated t h e  t e n t h  
anniversary of t h e  existence of l a y  

m i n i s t r i e s  i n  our diocese, and t h e  church document "Task and Mission 
of t h e  Lay Pas tors  (bakambi d e  paroissel  i n  t h e  Diocese of Kinshasa" 
was o f f i c i a l l y  promulgated by our bishop, Cardinal Malula. This 
occurred during t h e  solemn ce le tua t ion  of t h e  Eucharist  i n  t h e  ca thedra l  
"Our Lady of Zaire", l ed  by t h e  t h r e e  bishops of Kinshasa in t h e  
presence of Monsignor Rezeau of t h e  papal nunciature. A l l  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  
they  number about f i f t y ,  who work with a l a y  pas tor  o r  l a y  a s s i s t a n t  
were present  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h i s  happening and t o  concelebrate t h e  
Eucharist.  Also present  were t h e  s ix teen l a y  pas to r s  (bakambi d e  
p a r o i s s e ) ,  t h e  nine l a y  co-pastors (bakambi d e  pa ro i s se ) ,  (pas to ra l  
a s s i s t a n t s )  and t h e  seven pas to ra l  animators, accompanied, of course, 
by t h e i r  wives and chi ldren.  In  addi t ion  we had t h e  f i f t y  m e n  
r e l i g i o u s  who holr? t h e  o f f i c e  of pas to ra l  a s s i s t a n t .  

Phleerous d e l g a t i o n s  came from t h e  many par i shes  where t h e  l a y  
min i s te r s  a r e  mrk ing ,  - by bus, by t ruck,  o r  even on foo t ,  with a 
f l a g  a t  t h e i r  head. I had not dared dream t h a t  it would be such a 
beau t i fu l  f eas t .  The very ample ca thedra l  was f u l l  a s  an egg, a s  
only happens on t h e  very g r e a t  f e a s t  days of Christmas and Easter .  
It  was d e l i g h t f u l  t o  experience how these  people l i v e  t h e i r  joy i n  a 
f e s t i v e  Euchar is t ic  ce lebra t ion according t o  t h e i r  own Zairean r i t e .  

P?hy Lay Ministers? In  h i s  h w i l y  t h e  Cardinal explained what drove 
him t o  c a r r y  through t h i s  innovation, what hrought 

him t o  e n t r u s t  very  broad r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  a t r a i n e d  l a i t y ,  even 
in t h e  framework of t h e  p s t o r a l  guidance of t h e  Chr i s t i an  c m u n i t i e s .  



a )  For t h e  bishop, it is "a sign", a c a l l  d i r ec ted  t o  a l l  t h e  
baptized t o  t a k e  uw t o  t h e  f u l l ,  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  one people of God on e a r t h  so t h a t  our w r l d  
and our community be renewed in t h e  S p i r i t  of C h r i s t ,  t h e  
s p i r i t  of love and jus t ice .  

b) Further ,  t h i s  renewal i s  in  accord with t h e  pas to ra l  concern 
of our bishop, t o  transform t h e  Chr i s t i an  community i n  
Kinshasa i n t o  an authent ic  Black African Church: a church 
with i t s  own face ,  a Church t h a t  i s  ever more in tegra ted  i n  
t h e  world of today and in t h e  present  day African soc ie ty  of 
our c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  Kinshasa. 

c )  F ian l ly ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of l a y  ministries i s  a response t o  
t h e  crying shortage o f  p r i e s t s .  The diocese of Kinshasa 
comprises more than 3,000,000 inhab i t an t s  of which more than 
50%arebap t i zed  Catholics .  It has 75 par ishes  ard 30 sub- 
par ishes .  This  diocese,  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  world, has 
only  150 p r i e s t s  involved i n  pas to ra l  work. Without t h e  
co l l abora t ion  of numerous l a y  people holding church o f f i c e s ,  
our Chr i s t i an  cmmuni t ies  would lack  indispensable p a s t o r a l  
guidance. 

A l l  of t h i s  was s a i d  in French i n  a well-prepared homily. Then 
t h e  bishop continued in Lingala, in  a more spontaneous way, t o  t e l l  
how he s e e s  t h e  Church of Kinshasa i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and w h a t  r o l e  t h e  
l a i t y  have t o  assume t o  bring about t h i s  p i c t u r e  of t h e  Church. The 
words of Cardinal Malula were c l e a r  and encouraging f o r  t h e  future,  
a support and confirmation f o r  so many l a y  people who dedicated them- 
se lves  t o  t h e  pas to ra l  work f o r  so many years i n  our diocese. A 
jub i l an t  crowd, such a s  one witnesses only i n  Afr ica ,  gave testimony 
t o  t h e i r  agreement. 

Ten yea r s  of Development: It  was in  1975 t h a t  t h e  Cardinal ent rus ted  
e igh t  pa r i shes  of h i s  diocese t o  l a y  

people who had been t r a i n e d  i n  view of t h i s .  That was t h e  beginning, 
t h e  f i r s t  church o f f i c e  t o  be ent rus ted  i n  our diocese t o  non-priests.  
In t h e  year 1978 a second church o f f i c e  was es tabl i shed,  t h e  o f f i c e  
of l ay  co-pastor (male o r  female pas to ra l  a s s i t a n t ) .  F i n a l l y  t h e  
o f f i c e  of pas to ra l  animator was added. The pas to ra l  animator is 
charged with a church funct ion  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  diocese o r  i n  a 
c e r t a i n  sec tor  of pas to ra l  service  (e.g. serv ice  t o  t h e  s i c k ) .  

A l l  of t h i s  sprang spontaneously from t h e  pas to ra l  needs of the  
diocese. It has  grown , not from deep theologica l  r e f l e c t i o n ,  but  
because t h e r e  was no o ther  way: it was absolute ly  necessary t o  f ind  
new ways o f  pas to ra l  work in  order  t o  keep supporting t h e  r a p i d l y  
growing c h r i s t i a n  communities of Kinshasa. It was an i n t u i t i o n  of 
our bishop t h a t  he dared t o  t r ead  new paths ,  t o  c a l l  i n t o  beino a new 
form of p a s t o r a l  guidance t h a t  was not  a t  a l l  foreseen in  t h e  Canon 
L a w  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Our bishop has always given complete t r u s t  and 
unconditional support t o  those  p r i e s t s  who r i sked  t h e  experiment with 
him and who took t h e  necessary i n i t i a t i v e  t o  continue with him along 
t h i s  new untrodden way. 

A Basic Document f o r  t h e  Future: Ten yea r s  have passed, a 
period of searching ard ex- 

perimenting, a t ime of r e f l e c t i o n ,  o f  deepening and making needed 



adjustments. In t h e  d iocese  a spec ia l  commission was set up, 
charqed with studying t h e  experiment. It took several  years  t o  
accomplish t h i s ,  with t h e  help of many people: t h e o l q i a n s ,  j u r ~ s t s ,  
p r i e s t s  i n  t h e  pas to ra l  work aqd a l s o  l a y  p a s t o r a l  col labora tors .  
The theological  b a s i s  was f u r t h e r  determined and thoroughly examined, 
t h e  t a s k  of t h e  p r i e s t  a s  moderator of t h e  pas to ra l  work was f u r t h e r  
out l ined and a l l  was formulated according t o  t h e  guidel ines  of 
t h e  new Canon Law. The bas ic  document was thus  achieved: "The 
t a s k  and Mission of t h e  Lay Ministers in t h e  Church of Kinshasa". 
This document was o f f i c i a l l y  presented by Msqr. Tshibangu a s  t h e  
guide t o  t h e  organisa t ion of lay  m i n i s t r i e s  in  t h e  l o c a l  church of 
Kinshasa f o r  t h e  cominq years. The words of t h e  bishop were c l e a r  
and convincing, t r a n q u i l  and deeply weighed. The bishop, who has 
a decree in Theology spoke with f u l l  author i ty .  

And so  t h e  end has cane t o  a period of searching and of s o m e -  
t imes painful  disagreement. Now w e  can calmly go on with t h e  m r k  
following c l e a r l y  wri t ten  guidel ines ,  confirmed by t h e  highest  church 
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  our diocese. The bas ic  document was absolute ly  
necessary, f o r  our work was t o o  o f t e n  labeled a s  s u p e r f i c i a l  faddish- 
ness. 

A Family Celebration: The mass and t h e  ceremony l a s t e d  about three 
hours - not a minute too  much f o r  anyone. 

After  t h a t  came a very happy family get-together i n  t h e  Nganda Center, 
a g rea t  f e s t i v a l  with a meal f o r  more than two  hundred inv i t ed  guests .  
Again they were a l l  there:  t h e  l a y  min i s te r s  with t h e i r  f ami l i e s ,  
t h e  pas to ra l  a s s i s t a n t  sisters, t h e  very dist inguished i n v i t e d  gues t s  
and then a few o the rs  who sl ipped i n  through t h e  back door a t  t h e  
l a s t  minute. Even t h e  l a t t e r  belonged there.. .according t o  t h e  
African meta l i ty ,  these  a r e  t h e  gues t s  sent. by t h e  Lord, p rec i se ly  
those  *om ve had not  thought of when t h e  o f f i c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  were 
6ent out .  

F ina l ly ,  t h e  Cardinal spoke a l a s t  w r d .  l i t h  deep meaning and 
f u l l  convict ion he expressed h i s  thanks t o  t h e  "missionaries.. .for 
without them and t h e i r  long years of very p a t i e n t  involvement none 
of t h i s  could have come about". 

Ref. Chronica CICM, Rome, December 1985 

Via San Giovanni Eudes, 95; Rome. 



Plarcella Zago, O.M. I. 

(This  excerpt  i s  taken frcwi the  1986 Correspondence Course on 
ifissionary Formation organised by t h e  Pont i f ical  Missionary Union 
International  Secretar ia t  i n  Rome. The t e x t  i s  s l i g h t l y  abbreviated).  

WST-CONSIL IAR DEVELOPMENTS 

In  t h e  twenty years of  t h e  post-concil iar  period,  t h e r e  has 
been a remarkable progress of t h e  l a i t y .  A new way of l i v i n g  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  is emerging and hence, f o r  the  l a i t y ,  a new way of f ind-  
ing themselves and of becoming involved. The bas ic  Chr is t ian  
communities, t h e  var ious  and numerous m i n i s t r i e s  ent rus ted  t o  t h e  
l a i t y ,  commitment t o  human development and j u s t i c e ,  openness t o  o ther  
r e l iq ions ,  and hence, dialoque, a r e  t h e  nost  s i g n i f i c a n t  and promising 
novel t ies .  

On t h e  Asian l e v e l ,  t h e r e  have been s i g n i f i c a n t  events: 
In 1977, an Asian colloquium was organized i n  Hong Kong under 

t h e  auspices of t h e  FABC on m i n i s t r i e s  in  t h e  Church. In  t h i s  
Congress, a t  which were present  representa t ives  of a l l  the  coun t r i e s  
except those under a Communist regime, t h r e e  bas ic  exigencies emerged: 
bas ic  Chr is t ian  communities; loca l  m i n i s t r i e s  o r  t h e  l a i t y ' s  involve- 
ment i n  t h e  l i f e  and mission of t h e  Church; Asianizat ion o r  incu l tu r -  
a t ion .  

The second meeting was organized in  Hong Kong i n  December, 1983 
by t h e  P o n t i f i c a l  Council f o r  the  Lai ty .  1 5  Bishops, 10 p r i e s t s  and 
70 l a y  people pa r t i c ipa ted  in  it. Representat ives from Burma, 
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and cont inenta l  China were absent .  The theme 
of t h i s  meeting was: The Lai ty  in  t h e  l i f e  and niission of t h e  Church 
i n  Asian society.  I ts view on nat ional  and cont inenta l  s i t u a t i o n s  
was very r i ch .  In teqra l  formation was acknowledged a s  t h e  major need 
t o  enable t h e  l a i t y  ca r ry  o u t  t h e i r  mission in t h e  Church and i n  socie ty .  
Along with t h e  need t o  deepen t h e i r  own Chr i s t i an  i d e n t i t y  the  meeting 
brought out  t h e  need t o  be a leaven i n  t h e  respect ive  s o c i e t i e s ,  t o  
bear witness t o  t h e  f a i t h ,  t o  be involved in in te r - re l ig ious  dialogue 
and t o  defend human and r e l i q i o u s  r i g h t s .  

The t h i r d  type  of meetings on t h e  l a i t y  is  under t h e  d i r e c t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  FASC and is c a r r i e d  out  a t  t h e  regional  l e v e l .  
These meetings a r e  c a l l e d  D I L A  (Bishops' I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Lay Apostolate) .  
The f i r s t  concerned t h e  Chinese cur ren t ,  and was held a t  Changua, Taiwan, 
i n  November 1984. In t h e i r  f i n a l  dec la ra t ion ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  



admitted t h a t :  

"Despite some insp i r ing  examples of l a y  involvement i n  t h e  
Church in  East Asia, we have come t o  t h e  c l e a r  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e r e  is a big gap between t h e  v i s ion  of t h e  Church a s  t h e  people 
of God, promulgated by Vatican I1 almost 20  years  ago, and t h e  
ac tua l  s i t u a t i o n  ex i s t ing  in  our Church today. Dialogue, sharing,  
co-responsib i l i ty  a r e  m r d s  t h a t  we use  r egu la r ly ,  but now we 
c l e a r l y  see  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  of our l a i t y  do not share  in 
dialoque with t h e i r  c lerqy,  nor do they shdre t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  *ark of t h e  Church with t h e i r  c l e rgy  i n  a par tnership  
of brotherhood. 

In some s i t u a t i o n s  t h i s  gap between t h e  v i s ion  of Vatican I1 and 
t h e  r e a l i t y  a s  we l i v e  it may be due t o  t h e  p a s s i v i t y  of t h e  
l a i t y  who tend t o  leave  t h e  "leading" t o  t h e  clergy.  In o the r  
s i t u a t i o n s  it may be due t o  an  unwillingness on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
c lerqy t o  share r e spons ib i l i ty .  However, it has been our discovery 
t h a t  t h i s  gap is due more t o  a l ack  of a r e a l  understanding of 
t h e  dialoque and shared r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Vatican I1 i s  asking 
us t o  work towards". 

Two o the r  BILA meetings have been planned f o r  Southern Asia and 
t h e  Asian sub-continent respect ive ly .  These regional  meetings w i l l  
open t h e  way f o r  t h e  Fourth General Assembly of t h e  FABC, which w i l l  
be held i n  Tokyo i n  September 1986 and whose theme w i l l  be: THE LAITY 
I P I  THE LIFE AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH I N  A S I A .  rPhus :he Rsian Church 
is  $reparing very se r ious ly  f o r  t h e  Synod of 1907 on t h e  l a i t y .  

CHALLENGES AND PERSPECTIVES FOR AN ASIAb! LAITY 

I n  my opinion, an authent ic  Asian l a i t y  must answer t o  t h r e e  
types  of challenqes: some of them a r e  connected with the  f a c t  t h a t  
Asian Chr i s t i ans  a r e  l i v i n g  a s  a minior i ty  i n  t h e  midst of o t h e r  
organized and f lour i sh ing  re l ig ions ;  o thersconcern  t h e  i n t e r n a l  l i f e  
of t h e  Church, and f i n a l l y ,  o t h e r s  a r e  connected with t h e  spec ia l  
mission of t h e  Church i n  Asia. 

Except i n  t h e  Phi l ippines ,  and now p a r t l y  i n  Korea a l s o ,  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  is a crushing minori ty,  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from a l l  t h e  
o the r  cont inents .  Th i s  minority context  i n  which C h r i s t i a n i t y  has 
never been of any socio logica l  importance, presents  spec ia l  problems 
and demands. In t h e  pas t ,  a minority s t a t u s  was not s o  acute  because 
Chr i s t i ans  could l i v e  in  homogeneous groups, i n  a ghet to  s t a t e .  Mow 
hovever, s o c i a l  in t eg ra t ion  has become necessar:. due t o  in te rna l  
migrat ion,  urbanizat ion,  secu la r i za t ion  and s o c i a l  comunicat ions.  In  
Bangkok, Tokyo, Jaka r t a  and New Delhi, Chr i s t i ans  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
midst of a huge mass of Buddhists, Muslims and Hindus. Thus even i n  
t h e  province 's  c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s ,  they  form a t  most 2% of t h e  
population i n  a socie ty  that. has no Chr is t ian  p o i n t s  of reference. 
The survival  of Chr i s t i ans  i n  such s i t u a t i o n s  is conditioned by a 
continuous deepening of t h e i r  own i d e n t i t y  and by a r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 
dialogue with t h e  people of o t h e r  f a i t h s .  

Iden t i ty  and D i a l o ~ e :  Chr i s t i ans ,  the re fo re ,  must not only be 
con t inua l ly  rooted i n  t h e i r  f a i t h  and Chr i s t i an  



experience, but  must a l s o  understand it i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o thers .  
For example, it does not  s u f f i c e  f o r  them t o  bel ieve  i n  God; they 
must understand t h e  reason why and in what sense they be l i eve  in  one 
God who i s  personal and t r i n i t a r i a n .  Otherwise t h e i r  f a i t h  w i l l  not 
)lave t h e  apologet ica l  basis t o  r e s i s t  and t o  be witnessed t o  i n  a  
Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim environment. 

There i s  a continuous and profound i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  
deepening of one 's  own i d e n t i t y  and a d i a l o g i c a l  comparison with 
o the r  r e l i g i o n s .  The p o s i t i v e  response t o  t h i s  chal lenge can pave 
t h e  way f o r  an authent ic  incu l tu ra t ion  of t h e  Church and f o r  an 
evangelizat ion of cu l tu re .  

In countr ies  with a Comunist  reqine,  t h e  same chal lenqe  con- 
t i n u e s  even though it has s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  In  such a case ,  
e i t h e r  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a r e  in  a  minority s i t u a t i o n  a s  seems t o  be t h e  
case ,  i n  China, o r  t h e  Chr is t ian ,  co -ex i s t s  with a r e l i g i o n  of t h e  maaor- 

i t y  and an ideology f o r  which propaganda i s  made in  a l l  kinds of ways, 
a s  happens in t h e  Peoples' Democratic Republic of Indonesia. 

In teg ra t ion  of t h e  Laity:  The l a i t y  l i v e  i n  t h i s  m e l t i n g - p t  i n  a  
spec ia l  way i n  t h e i r  employment and d a i l y  

contacts .  For them, t h e  above con t ro l  i s  a must, o r  e l s e  they l o s e  
t h e i r  f a i t h .  Hence one can understand the  importance of t h e  family 
and of t h e  cammunity f o r  m t u a l  support and f o r  an authent ic  discern-  
ment. 

For t h e  Church t o  become a challenging s ign  and an adequate 
instrument of sa lvat ion  i n  Asia, she must involve t h e  l a i t y ,  she 
must make them f e e l  t h a t  they form an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of her l i f e  and 
s t ruc tu re .  She can f i n d  t h e  t h r u s t  and t h e  means of witnessing and 
dialoque only throuqh t h e  in te rna l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  l a i t y .  This  
c e r t a i n l y  needs a new kind of r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  c l e rgy  and 
t h e  l a i t y ,  a s  BIIA has indica ted ,  but  above a l l ,  a  common cormnitment 
t o  ho l iness  t h a t  renders  t h e  Church t r ansparen t  and challenqing. 
Sharing of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and hence, a  mul t ip l i ca t ion  and d i v e r s i f i c -  
a t i o n  of m i n i s t r i e s ,  a r e  a l s o  necessary. 

However, t h e  Church may not remain s a t i s f i e d  with j u s t  pu t t ing  
her house i n  order ,  by c r e a t i n g  a warm environment where she is com- 
f o r t a b l e  and even grows s p i r i t u a l l y ,  protec ted  from external  storms. 
She is,  by her very nature,  missionary both within her  own c u l t u r e  
andgeographical  s i t u a t i o n  and o u t s i d e  of both. This  missionary nature 
i s  perhaps t h e  bas ic  problem f o r  var ious  Asian Churches which remain 
s t a t i c  and c losed in upon themselves i n  s p i t e  of t h e  considerable 
number of p r i e s t s  and re l ig ious .  It i s  r e a l i z e d  through witness,  
dialogue,  evanqelizat ion,  incu l tu ra t ion ,  himan development, commitment 
t o  j u s t i c e ,  and i n  con tac t ,  i n  service ,  i n  g i f t ,  i n  presence, i n  a c t i v e  
sharinq with t h e  persons and t h e  Church's ex te rna l  realities. Now 
t h i s  i s  poss ib le  only i f  t h e  e n t i r e  Church in  which t h e  l a i t y  forms 
t h e  majori ty,  is engaged. 

Mission i n  t h i s  sense cannot be l e f t  o r  ent rus ted  only t o  t h e  
c l e rgy  and t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  l imi ted  t o  some extraordinary a c t i v i t y .  
For example, dialoque is brought about not  on ly  i n  specia l ized  meetings 
of recognized s p e c i a l i s t s  o r  r ep resen ta t ives ,  but a l s o  and espec ia l ly  



i n  ordinary l i f e  encounters. Incul tura t ion takes  p lace  no t  only a t  
t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  w ca teche t i ca l  l e v e l ,  but in a l l  s o c i a l  contacts  
as w e l l  a s  through l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t .  In these ,  t h e  l a i t y  p lays  
an i r r ep laceab le  ro le .  Lav nggple are a c t i v e  Chr i s t i ans  not only 
by becoming involved within and in  favour of t h e  e c c l e s i a l  community, 
but a l s o  and espec ia l ly  by infus ing a Chr is t ian  s p i r i t  i n  a l l  t h a t  
they do and are .  Only in t h i s  way, can C h r i s t i a n i t y  become a leaven 
and a ferment, s a l t  and l i q h t ,  w e n  i f  it is  a minority. 

Vissionary Native: J u s t  a s  t h e  Chrrcrh must be p a r t i c u l a r  and 
universa l ,  so too  must her  mission be c a r r i e d  

ou t  within and ou t s ide  her cul ture .  Because of  her missionary nature 
a l s o ,  every Church must be p a r t i c u l a r  and universa l .  I t  is  i n t e r e s t -  
ing t o  note t h a t  t h e  missions of Asia have become young C h ~ r c h e s ,  
recognized j u r i d i c a l l y  with t h e  establishment of dioceses and Episcopal 
Conferences, and they have become, within a shor t  time a l s o ,  
missionary Churches taking p a r t  i n  fore ign missions, c rea t ing  apprcp- 
r i a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and sending missionaries t o  o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  
world. India ,  Korea and t h e  Phi l ippines  have s p e c i f i c  i n s t i t u t e s  
f o r  fore ign missionaries.  Indonesia, S r i  Lanka and Japan a l s o  have 
p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and l a i t y  who work among other  peoples and i n  
o the r  continents .  The l a i t y  can play a r o l e  i n  t h i s  type  of mission 
a l so .  The Phi l ippines ,  s ince  severa l  years,  has a prograrmne f o r  
l a y  missionaries who work not only  i n  o ther  regions of  t h e  country 
but a l s o  i n  Africa (Tanzania) and i n  Lat in  America (Venezuela). 
Japanese l a y  people a r e  working i n  Canada among t h e  Eskimos. Some 
Chinese from Hong Kong have worked in  Africa. The fo re ign  missionary 
commitment of t h e  Asian Churches could g i v e  an  in te rna l  missionary 
t h r u s t  and could d i spe l  pre judices  about t h e  mission i t s e l f .  The 
presence of t h e  l a i t y  i n  these  i n i t i a t i v e s  could help,  not only t h e  
mission, but t h e  l a i t y  too.  

CONCLUSION 

The Church cannot l i v e  without t h e  l a i t y .  They a r e  an Fntegral p a r t  
of her She cannot renew herse l f  without them. She cannot be missionary, 
e spec ia l ly  in Aisa, without them. Their  formation, a s  has emerged 
from t h e  specia l ized meetings a t  t h e  na t iona l  and cont inenta l  l eve l s ,  
is a p r i o r i t y .  However it i s  not  a quest ion of a merely a b s t r a c t  and 
d o c t r i n a l  formation, but  of an i n t e g r a l  formation which takes  i n t o  
account concrete challenqes of  t h e  l a i t y  i n  Asia. 

Nor is  it a quest ion of a formation d i rec ted  only t o  them. It  is 
t h e  whole Church t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  t o  conversion, t o  a new v i s ion  and a 
new awareness of  he r se l f .  She is  c a l l e d  above a l l  t o  he  r a d i c a l l y  
converted t o  C h r i s t ,  t o  l i v e  ou t  together t h e  following of  C h r i s t ,  i n  
order t o  be a s ign and sacrament of sa lvat ion,  s a l t  and l i g h t  of t h e  
world, ferment and leaven i n  socie ty ,  a drawing fo rce  w e n  though 
numerically a minority. 

Ref. Plm; In te rna t iona l  Secretari .at ,  

Via d i  Propaganda 1-C. 001P7 Roma. 



Luise Ahrens, M.I.I. 

(Cardinal Josef Tomko, Prefect of the Congregation for EV~ngeZis- 
at ion of Peoples and S i s ter  Luise Ahrens, President of  Maryknoll 
S i s t e r s  Central Governing Board, were the  ttm key-note speakers a t  
the  Quinquennial meeting of the  USA Diocesan Directors of the Society 
for the Propagation o f  the Faith, held i n  New York on April  22,1986. 
This  i s  a s l i gh t lg  abridged version of S i s t e r  Ahrens' t a l k ,  based 
on the  Mission Vision of her Conpegation elaborated a t  t h e i r  General 
Chapter i n  1984). 

The t o p i c  of t h i s  a f ternoon 's  t a l k  is t h e  f u t u r e  of mission. In 
some ways, t a l k i n g  about t h e  f u t u r e  i s  a s a f e  topic--most of u s  w i l l  
not be around t o  say who was r i g h t  and who was wrong: Sut t h e  flowers 
of our fu tu re  a r e  seeded i n  our present  and the  words of Jesus  c a l l  
u s  t o  t a sk  when he says: 

"You can look a t  the earth and sky and predict the  weather. 
Why, then, don't you know the  rneani~ag of t h i s  present time?" 

(Luke 12.55, M t .  16,3) 

'There a r e  very  many i s s u e s  t h a t  w i l l  s h a ~ c  t h e  t a s k  of mission 
i n  t h e  fu ture ;  we cannot dea l  with a l l  of them t h i s  af ternoon.  Some 
of these  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  a r e  t h e  following: 

China: The complex i s sue  of t h e  church a~ China w i l l  c a l l  f o r t h  - 
a l l t h e s e n s i t i v i t y  and courage of Church l eaders  and mission- 

a r y  personnel.  Maryknoll was founded f o r  China and t h e r e  a r e  present ly  
two p r i e s t s  arid t h r e e  s i s t e r s  working i n  China. We do not  know y e t  
what our r o l e  w i l l  be i n  t h i s  land of one b i l l i o n  people. 

Ecumenism - and t h e  scandal of d i v i s i o n  among the fo l lowers  of Chr is t .  
I w i l l  a t tend an ecumenical meeting i n  Nanjing, China i n  

e a r l y  May. An ecumenical mission consu l t a t ion  is being j o i n t l y  planned 
by t h e  USCMA and NCC .. Divided Chr is t ians :  Common Ylitness. 
He =making e f f o r t s  toward u n i t y  i n  mission but  these  a r e  only a 
start. 

Economic and Mili tary:  Impact of the  U.S. on developing a r e a s  of 
the  world, t h e  a reas  i n  which we a r e  i n  mission. 

C le r i ca l  m e s t i o n s :  What is t h e  r o l e  of a missioner-priest  i n  a country 
l i k e  Nepal with an  almost non-existent l o c a l  Church 

o r  within an increas ingly  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  l o c a l  c lergy o r  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Chuzch i n  t h e  3rd world? 

How w i l l  we reso lve  t h e  sometimes c r e a t i v e ,  sometimes des t ruc t ive ,  



tens ions  present  i n  t h e  establishment, growth and autonaoy of p a r t i c -  
ular churches? 

Urbanization and i t 9  e f f e c t s  on mission/ministry t rends .  "Old" mission 
' was predominantly r u r a l .  

Laity: khat is t h e i r  r o l e ,  a s  we look t o  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  a r e a s  where 
a p r i e s t  can only  come tm o r  t h r e e  times a year? What does 

it mean f o r  mission when we see more app l i ca t ions  for  t h e  Maryknoll 
Lay Mission Program than they can accept? 

Women: This  quest ion presses i n  from every d i rec t ion .  W e  experience - 
it here  i n  t h e  U.S., and t h e  3rd world is  not exempt from 

t h i s  movement of women seeking t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  place i n  the  Church 
and t h e  world. . 

R u t ,  a s ide  from a l l  of these  very se r ious  and important i ssues  
I have chosen t h e  t h r e e  t r ends  i n  mission which, i n  my view, represent  
t h e  f u t u r e  of mission i n  t h e  1990's: 

- To accompany t h e  poor 

- To continue t h e  s t rugg le  f o r  j u s t i c e  

- To enqage i n  in te r - re l ig ious  d i a l o ~ e  

Each of t h e s e  mission t t e n d s  presents  s i g n i f i c a n t  challedqes t o  
u s  a s  co l l abora to r s  i n  mission. In each t rend,  t h e r e  are s igns  of 
hope t h a t  c a l l  us f o r t h ,  and engage our  hea r t s  and minds with joy i n  
t h e  Nission of Jesus.  

ACCOFPANYING TIE POOR 

A b r i e f  s t o r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  hea r t  of t h i s  mission t r end  and 
shows u s  v iv id ly  how we can walk with t h e  poor i n  ways t h a t  build 
s o l i d a r i t y  and love. One of our S i s t e r s  i n  Chile received a g i f t  of 
money from a sponsor who wanted it t o  be used f o r  poor childzen. She 
decided t o  use it f o r  a p icnic  and planned something f o r  a l l  the  
youngsters i n  her  neighburhood,  an urban slum i n  Santiago. She 
g o t  a bus t o  t ake  chi ldren and mothers t o  a park where t h e r e  is  a 
swimming pool and swings and s l i d e s .  She a l s o  bought bal loons,  i c e  
cream and hotdogs--the works! The day was a g r e a t  success-the k ids  
had never seen a pool, used a s l iBe o r  t a s t e d  a ho t  dog. That  evenina, 
a f t e r  t h e i r  r e tu rn ,  t h e  s i s t e r  asked one of t h e  children--"What d i d  
you l i k e  bes t  about today", f ee l ing  s u r e  it would be t h e  pool o r  t h e  
i c e  cream, o r  even t h e  f l a t t e n e d  bal lons  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  s t i l l  held. 
Aer response w a s  s t a r t l i r q  and c l e a r :  " t . a t  I l iked  b e s t  was t h a t  you 
plt your arm around m e  when w e  walked back t o  t h e  bus". W e  a r e  asked, 
a s  missioners, l i t e r a l l y  and f i g u r a t i v e l y  t o  put  our arms around the 
poor of t h e  m r l d .  

, 

The challenges t h a t  surface  a s  w e  look a t  t h i s  t rend i n  mission 
a r e  many, but today we w i l l  explore f i r s t  two in ter locking challenges 
t o  a Church which i s  committed t o  reaching ou t  t o  t h e  poor and t o  
continuing t h e  Mission of Jesus. 



1. The p i c t u r e  of the  Church i t s e l f :  For many years,  and most 
obviously s ince  t h e  age of 

co lon ia l  e x ~ n s i o n  i n  which t h e  word "nission" was born, t h e  Church 
has been f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a church of t h e  wealthy. This f a c t  
forced t h e  Church t o  manifest i t s e l f  i n  two dominant forms. 

F i r s t ,  t h e  Church was seen a s  t h e  bi inger of schooling, 
hea l th  c a r e  and soc ia l  services .  In t h a t  period of h i s to ry  we were 
not able  t o  receive.  V:e d e a l t  with poverty by taking s t e p s  t o  wipe 
out i t s  manifestat ions.  We o f t e n  missed seeing t h e  h e a r t s  of the  
people who came t o  u s  a s  we reached out  t o  heal t h e i r  wounds, 
educated t h e i r  minds, ahd i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  and %ranic sense,  " take 
ca re  of t h e  widows and orphans". 

A good f r i end  in  Indonesia, a Muslim professor,  aaked U s  one 
day i n  a precious moment of dialogue why we thought anyone would 
becme a Chr is t ian  a s ,  he sa id ,  "Chr is t ians  a r e  nurses,  s o c i a l  
workers and t eachers  and not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  th ings  of God". He 
d i d  not s e e  i n  our d e s i r e  t o  do good t h e  missj.onerst i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  and t h e  transcendent;  t h e  incarnat ional  a spec t s  of our 
missionary approach were not f o r  him v i s i b l y  grounded i n  t h e  w r s h i p  
and p r a i s e  of God. We d e a l t  with t h e  e f f e c t s  of poverty i n  t h a t  
per iod  but because we d id  not ques t ion  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  sustained 
it, we became ourse lves  a p a r t  of t h e  problem. 

The o t h e r ,  more dangerous, form of our Church a s  wealthy, was 
i t s  a l l i a n c e  with t h e  powerful. Missioners and Colonial people 
were o f t e n  t h e  only  educated people i n  whole a r e a s  of t h e  3rd m r l d ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  educated i n  the  ways of 19th century Europe and North 
America. The a l l i a n c e  o f t e n  became without i n t e n t  an  unholy a l l i a n c e ,  
dominatinq, suhjugating and exploi t ing  peoples atld even nations. 

To address t h i s  chal lenge,  I s e e  more and more missioners 
reaching ou t  t o  t h e  poor, t o  t h e  a b j e c t ,  t o  t h e  marginated. They 
reach out  i n  f r iendship ,  l i v e  among t h e  poor, a r e  evangelized by 
them by a d a i l y  sharing of t h e i r  l i v e s .  The ques t ions ,  r i s k s  aEd 
anguish of the  poor a r e  shaping t h e  l i v e s  and minis t ry  of missioners. 
One cannot be evangelized by t h e  poor i f  one does not  know t h e  poor, 
spend time among them and i n  some way, sha re  t h e i r  l o t .  I suspect 
it was t h i s  t r u t h  t h a t  l e d  t h e  Asian Bishops Conference C o m i t t e e  on 
Dialogue which n e t  i n  Thailand i n  PJovanber, 1985, t o  i n s i s t  on a 
week of immersion i n  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  poor. The Bishops s t a t e d  in  
t h e i r  c los ing Document: "Exposure brought u s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s t a r k  
r e a l i t y  of poverty, but by immersion we souqht t o  experience r e a l i t y  
from t h e  perspect ive  of t h e  poor thenselves".  (FABC/BIRA V I I  Document 
of Proceedings).  

For u s  a s  missioners,  t h i s  i s  a hopeful sign. It speaks c l e a r l y  
of t h e  need f o r  u s  t o  explore with h e a r t s  and minds t h e  lessons  of 
t h i r t y  yea r s  of Jesus '  l i f e ,  a l i f e  spent  among t h e  poor, i n  s i l ence ,  
in  work and L7 prayer. Jesus  shared t h a t  l i f e  in  order  t o  become one 
with t h e  people, t o  walk t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  journey of family and f r i end-  
ship. This  dimension of Jesus '  mission and of our mission i s  speaking 
t o  u s  i n  a new way. 

2 .  The L i f e  of t h e  Poor: Another kind o f  chal lenge t h a t  has  q u i t e  
r e c e n t l y  presented i t s e l f  is the  f a c t  t h a t  

i n  many p laces  in t h e  world where missioners work, g o d s a r e  ava i l ab le ,  



a l b e i t  expensive. I t 's  a l o t  e a s i e r  t o  l i v e  poor, without consumer 
goods, where t h e r e  a r e  not any. Our s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  refugee camp i n  
t h e  Sudan, those in Bangladesh and i n  Tanzania a r e  in t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  
without options. But most of u s  a r e  now faced with choiceszdo we 
t r u l y  a l l y  our  l i v e s  with t h e  poor o r  do w e  simply read about them 
and lament wer p i c t u r e s  on t h e  7 O'clock news and gasp a t  s t a t i s t i c s  
t h a t  shock us? The hope i n  me.that responds t o  t h i s  challenge is 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most of wr s i s t e r s  a r e  l i v i n g  among t h e  people, - 
sharing t h e i r  water o r  t h e i r  lack of it, t h e i r  f o a l  o r  t h e i r  lack of 
it, t h e i r  s a n i t a t i o n  se rv ices  o r  t h e i r  lack of them. Missioners 
are c a l l e d  t o  t h i s  r a d i c a l i t y  and a r e  responding. 

I read with g r e a t  interestAloysiusPieris'arqument f o r  poverty 
a s  a s p i r i t u a l  an t ido te  aga ins t  t h e  "mammon" of t h e  T,kst. The goal 
of l i f e , - h e  f e e l s ,  cannot be Western technocracy; and the  Asian pers-  
pect ive  of l i f e ,  h a t  he c a l l s  a "monastic" dimension, has  been f o r  
some time, lacking from t h e  whole Church. The poor of t h e  East w i l l  
teach u s ,  he says, "a s p i r i t u a l  d i s c i p l i n e  of s impl ic i ty  and poverty 
f o r  Cad's sake and for  humanity's sake i n  God". ( In te rna t iona l  Rev. 
of M i s s .  Jan. '84).  The missioner must approach t h e  poor with shoes 
o f f ,  i n  a s t ance  of mutuali ty and respect ,  in order  t o  be inv i t ed  
t o  acccmpany them, t o  share  i n t h e i r  journey. Only i n  t h i s  way w i l l  
we be represen ta t ives  of a Church i n  mission, a Church that w u l d  
be recognized by Jesus  C h r i s t ,  t h e  poor, holy carpenter  of Nazareth. 

COb~IhWTNG THE STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE 

The second t rend i n  mission is al ready a r e a l i t y  and t h a t  r e a l i t y  
w i l l  continue. Missioners i n  t h e  Third world and you who are i n  
mission i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  w i l l  continue t h e  s t rugqle  f o r  jus t i ce .  
The Vatican Council spoke c l e a r l y  t o  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  work f o r  j u s t i c e  
and wange l i za t ion i  Populorum Progressio r e i t e r a t e d  t h i s  c a l l .  
Evangeli i  Nuntiandi i n  many of its a r t i c l e s  speaks resoundingly of 
t h e  duty  of t h e  Church " to  proclaim t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of mi l l ions  of 
human beings, many of whom a r e  her own ch i ld ren , the  duty of a s s i s t i n q  
t h e  b i r t h  of t h i s  l i b e r a t i o n ,  of g iv ing witness t o  it, of enailring 
t h a t  it i s  complete". (En #30). The Extraordinary Synod of 1985 
affirmed once again the  p r e f e r e n t i a l  option of t h e  Church f o r  t h e  
poor and her c m i t m e n t  t o  human promotion. (Cf Document of t h e  
Synod # 6 ) .  The l a t e s t  document on l i b e r a t i o n ,  i ssued jus t  a few 
weeks ago, speaks t o  t h e  d i g n i t y  of persons and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Church 
i n  safeguarding that d ign i ty .  I t  r e i t e r a t e s  f o r  the Church a "love 
of preference f o r  t h e  poor". 

The challenge t h a t  I see i n  t h i s  mission t rend is a canplex 
one. I* need t o  s t rugg le  t q e t h e r  t o  uni fy  t h e  eschatological  and 
the  incarnat ional  dbnension of l i f e  and mission. On any given day, 
w e  can openthenewspaper and be faced with a Church l eader  o r  a Church 
menber o r  a Church group e i t h e r  a c t i n g  o r  speakirxJ for t h e  cause of 
j u s t i c e  as he, she or they understand it. The challenge is not i n  t h e  
need t o  s t rugg le  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  we  a l l a d m i t  t h a t  need, but it is i n  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of what t h i s  means i n  s p e c i f i c  p laces  and times. 



Examples a r e  legion: t h e  l eadersh ip  of Cardinal  Sin i n  t h e  
Phil ippines:  t h e  case  of an ordinary  minis ter  within a Chr i s t i an  
camnunity seeking land reform; t h e  Sanctuary Movement; t h e  Holy 
F a t h e r ' s  publ ic  support f o r  Labovr Union S o l i d a r i t y ;  t h e  U.S. 
Bishops' pub l i c  opposi t ion t o  U;R. m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  Centra l  America; 
w e  can name any v a r i e t y  of examples of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t ruggle  
f o r  j u s t i c e .  But a s  people of God and a s  bea re r s  of t h e  Gospel, 
we must d iscuss ,  d i sce rn  and pray over t h e  na ture  and t h e  mode of 
our commitment t o  jus t i ce .  

The Church h e r s e l f ,  i n  each country of t h e  world, and a t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  c e n t r a l  leadership ,  must make case s tud ies ,  analyze them 
i n  accord with Gospel p r inc ip les ,  and s t r a t e g i z e  f o r  jus t i ce .  I am 
sure  a l l  of you a r e  f ami l i a r  with t h e  speech of Dom Helder Camara 
in which he says: " laen  we help  t h e  poor w e  a r e  c a l l e d  s a i n t s ;  
when w e  ask  why they a r e  poor, w e  a r e  ca l l ed  communists". We, Church 
people and missioners,  must continue t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  many aial 
complex a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  s t ruggle ,  and w e  must do it together .  

There a r e  many s igns  of hope i n  t h i s  trerld. Ohe of t h e  most 
encouraging s igns  t o  me is t o  s e e  so hidny missioners engaged i n  t h e  
min i s t ry  of empowerment of t h e  poor. A h  example w i l l  c l a r i f y  what 
I mean by empowerment and w i l l  a l s o  demonstrate t h e  quest ion posed 
atuve.  

In Indonesia, some of u3 began a very simple, community-based 
hea l th  program. An a r e a ,  se lec ted  f o r  a poor hea l th  record ,  chose 
l eaders  t o  become heal th  promoters, with much ado about badges, 
uniforms, door s iqns ,  e t c .  They had a course of simple hea l th  care :  
wash ysur hands before cooking, move t h e  well away from t h e  l a t r i n e ,  
l e a r n  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  worst of t h e  l o c a l  d i seases  e t c .  It was amazing 
t o  see t h e  response of t h e  people t o  empowerment. They met once a 
week t o  t a l k  about hea l th  problems; vaccinat ion  programs were begun, 
pre-natal  courses s t a r t e d ,  well-baby c l i n i c s  were es tabl i shed. . .  The 
next phase, however, wasfwhat can we do about t h e  garbage i n  t h e  
area?' The c i t y  t r u c k s  d i d  no t  c o l l e c t  i n  our  urban slum and t h i s  
caused d isease .  The quest ion a rose  -" Wlydidn8.t t rucks  come t o  our 
area? Shouldn' t  they?" A de legat ion  was s e n t  t o  t h e  mayor t o  ask  
and t h e  pressure  of numbers worked. The people f e l t  t h e i r  power and 
they were enfranchised a s  members of t h e  body p o l i t i c .  P.low they 
a r e  working together  f o r  piped-in water. 

The quest ion is: i s  t h i s  ac t ion  f o r  j u s t i c e ?  P o l i t i c a l  ac t ion?  
We need t o  d iscern .  If-' we claim t o  be Gospel people and we ignore  
t h e  j u s t i c e  quest ions,  we a r e  not  b e t t e r  than t h e  Pharisees who pro- 
claimed t h e i r  ho l iness  and demonstrated t h e i r  wickedness. Eut, on t h e  
o the r  hand, i f  we do not  base our s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f ,  and our ac t ion  f o r  
j u s t i c e  on Gospel p r i n c i p l e s ,  and a r e  swept i n t o  a purely socio- 
p o l i t i c a l  s t rugg le ,  we a r e  no longer d i s c i p l e s  engaged i n  t h e  f u l l  
Mission of Jesus.  We could be p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  o r  humanists, but  we a r e  
not missioners or d i s c i p l e s  of Jesus .  

ENGAGING IEI IlrPTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 

The l a s t  mission t rend i s  p'crkaps t h e  most "home-ly" i ssue-  
i n t e r  r e l i g i o u s  dialogue. Perhaps some o f  you f e e l  t h a t  missioners 
have no r o l e  i f  t h e  goal of mission is not  t o  baptize.  We need t o  



look a t  t h i s  quest ion very deeply and seriously.  Cardinal  Josef  Tomko, 
t h e  Prefec t  of the  Congregation for  t h e  Evangelization of Peoples, 
sa id  i n  February, 19R6 i n  an interview i n  FIDES: 

"I bel ieve  we a r e  still a t  the beginning of a long way. 
Mutual knowledge and rec ip roca l  respect  a r e  t o  be 
developed and deepened. But t h e  world has need of God. 
The g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s ,  including C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  have a 
common mission t o  f u l f i l l :  t h a t  of keeping a l i v e  t h e  
sense of God and of t h e  sacred on which depehds authent ic  
respect  f o r  men and women who a t e  c rea tu res  of God. " 

The f i r s t  chal lenges we need t o  dea l  with a r e  t h e  theologica l  
questions. The obvious quest ions surfaced with t h e  a s s e r t i o n  of 
t h e  Vatican Council t h a t  sa lva t ion  ou t s ide  the  Church i s  p s s i b l e :  
HOW then do we understand t h e  uniqueness of t h e  s a l v i f  i c  ac t ion  
Which comes t o  u s  through Chr i s t  from God and t h e  Church? 

The challenge of d ia logue a t  t h e  l e v e l  of l ived  experience is 
f o r  me t h e  most c r u c i a l  i s s u e  f o r  Roman Catholic Mission i n  t h i s  
decade. I went t o  Indonesia a s  p a r t  of Maryknoll's f i r s t  venture 
i n t o  t h e  world of Islam. Indonesia i s  t h e  5 th  l a r g e s t  country i n  
t h e  world w i t h  165 mi l l ion  people and w i l l  surpass  t h e  U.S. and 
Soviet Union by t h e  end of t h i s  century: 90% of t h e  people a r e  
M u s l i m ,  making i b  t h e  l a r g e s t  M u s l i m  population i n  t h e  world. I had 
no spec ia l  t ra in inr j  f o r  t h i s  r e a l i t y ,  except a PW i n  English 
L i t e r a t u r e  and a Bishop who encouraged u s  t o  work i n  t h e  Government 
i n s t i t u t u i o n s  and t o  l i v e  among Muslim poor. we asked ourselves,  
a s  you a r e  no doubt asking: [.hat is mission here? PJe a r e  forbidden 
by law t o  p rose ly t i ze  so what does o u r  presence here  mean? I learned,  
very slowly, what it means t o  be engaged in  i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  dialogue. 

Most people who a r e  involved i n  dialoque with t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  
Of t h e  world, a l l  of which o r ig ina ted  in Asia, understand dialogue 
i n  many d i f f e r e n t  ways. Levels of dialogue vary i n  meaning from 
scholar t o  scholar  but most of them genera l ly  accept  t h r e e  modes of 
dialogue: of word, of col labora t ion ,  and of l i f e .  

D i a l o q e  of w r d  is t h a t  i n  which scholars  meet and exchange views 
on p a r t i c u l a r  po in t s  of r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  and dogma. 

Missioners would have t o  devote t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t h i s  f i e l d  t o  g e t  
enough language, c u l t u r e  and theo log ica l  t r a i n i n g  t o  en te r  i n t o  
dialogue of t h e  word. Ey hope i n  t h i s  realm is t h a t  professors ,  
theologians and those  in theologica l  schools w i l l  continue t o  examine 
t h e  cruest ionswhicharise and constant ly  share  with u s  t h e i r  wisdom; 
and t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be done with encouragement from l o c a l  bishops and 
t h e  Congregations i n  Rome whose t a sk  t h i s  is. 

Dialogue of l i f e  and of co l l abora t ion  a r e  the  l e v e l s  of dialogue 
which a r e  c l o s e r  t o  our own l i f e  

and experience. Vle a r r ived  i n  Bandung, Indonesia i n  1972 and s e t t l e d ,  
a f t e r  consul ta t ion  with the  Iluslim head of our a rea ,  i n t o  a m a l l  house 
i n  an urban slum with l i t t l e  c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  about t h e  na ture  of our  
mission t a s k  there .  



F i r s t ,  w e  entered i n t o  a dialogue of l i f e ,  shar ing  with our 
neiqhbours who we were; most had never seen a fore igner  o r  a Chr i s t i an ,  
l e t  alone l i v e d  c lose ly  with a group of fore ign,  Chr is t ian  women. 
hreryth ing we d id  was matter  f o r  neighbourhood discuss ion and w a l -  
ua t ion:  The funnies t  f o r  them was on our f i r s t  Christmas when we 
brought a t r e e  - i n t o  our house and crowned t h e  f o l l y  by put t ing  l i g h t s  
and t o y s  on i t 1  We 'shared a l l .  To t h i s  day we r e j o i c e  i n  weddings 
and circumcisions. We mourn our dead together .  We belong the re .  

Two s t o r i e s  sum up t h e  miss io logica l  d i r e c t i o n s  our l i v e s  have taken 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  dialogue 

of l i f e .  Dahyan was a t e n  year o l d  who l i v e d  next door t o  us i n  
Bandung, Indonesia. Since our wa l l s  a r e  contiguous, we l i v e  qu i t e  
c l o s e l y  and share  a g r e a t  dea l ;  Dahyan was a spec ia l  f r i e n d  of mine. 
One morning, a s  I was praying i n  my room, h i s  head appeared i n  t h e  
open window frame. "What a r e  you doing?" "Praying", I responded. 
" I ' l l  come too" he s a i d  quickly. I heard t h e  water sp lash ,  a s  a l l  
Muslims wash before they pray,  and Dahyan appeared with h i s  r o l l e d  
up prayer mat. 

He s a t  besicle me on t h e  f l o o r .  I had on my w a l l  t h a t  wonderful 
p i c t u r e  from Chartres Cathedral,  t he  c r e a t i o n  of Adam. Adam and 
God a r e  c l e a r l y  i n  a warm loving r e l a t i o n s h i p  in t h e  p ic tu re .  "Who's 
t h a t " ,  he asked. "Adam and God." For a EZuslim, Adam i s  a very clear 
f igure ,  loved and revered i n  t h e  ou'ran.  But Huslims do  not image 
God in a rep resen ta t iona l  way. Dahyan s t a red  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  f o r  a 
long time. And then he said:  " S i s t e r ,  I f a s t  f o r  28 days every year ,  
sometimes more; I pray f i v e  t imes each day; and when I can, I g ive  
alms f o r  poor chi ldren  (and t h i s  family has s ix teen ch i ld ren  and the  
f a t h e r  s e l l s  c l o t h  Crom door t o  door) but ,  S i s t e r ,  I don ' t  t h ink  my 
God loves  me t h e  way your God l oves  Adam." 

For me, f o r  a l l  Chr i s t i an  missioners,  we have t o  share  t h e  con- - 
sumate joy t h a t  i s  ours  i n  a God who has, i n  Jesus ,  come t o  be one 
of u s ,  who has entered  i n t o  a r e a l t i o n s h i p  of f r i endsh ip  with us. 
Our l i v e s ,  our enthusiasm f o r  l i f e ,  our rhythms of prayer shout t h i s  
joy t o  our people. 

The second s t o r y  is one of symbol. I taught  a group of young engineers 
in  t h e  appropr ia te  technology sec- 

t i o n  of t h e  most p r e s t i g i o u s  educational  i n s t i t u t e  i n  Indonesia. I 
had been i n  Indonesia f o r  a b u t  2 yea r s  and was wearing a simple c ross .  
About one-half hour i n t o  t h e  c l a s s ,  one of t h e  men stopped me and sa id :  
"I cannot concentra te ,  D r .  Ahrens, on what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about with 
t h e  symbol of ha t red  and conquest in  f r o n t  of me. Your people k i l l e d  
thousands of my people under t h a t  s ign."  For u s  Chr i s t i ans ,  t h e  c r o s s  
speaks of l i f e ,  su f fe r ing ,  death and resu r rec t ion ,  - t h e  Paschal mystery 
t h a t  bears l i f e  and redemption. To Jan ,  it speaks o f  hatred,  violence 
and i n j u s t i c e .  But t h e  road o f  d i a l o y e  was opened and we t a lked  long 
and se r ious ly  about what t h e  s ign  was t o  me, t o  him. History f o r  him 
is c lose ;  t o  me, t h e  Crusades a r e  a d i s t a n t  date i n  a h i s t o r y  book. 
He spoke h i s  anger and hur t ;  I spoke my sorrow a t  violence and death ,  
and we both could speak of o the r  current  s i t u a t i o n s  where fanaticism 
on both s i d e s  is c r e a t i n g  war and mis t rus t .  So i n  t h i s  way w e  missioners 
in  Indonesia learned t o  use our occasions t o  speak, t o  dialogue a t  
t h e  depths  of our experience, rooted f i r s t  i n  t r u s t  and f r iendship .  



Dialogue of collaboration has a l so  been a missionary t o o l  f o r  
us.  A s  we work i n  t h e  neighbourhood f o r  a clean-area award f r m  
t h e  Government, o r  t o  r a i s e  money t o  bui ld  r e a l  sewers, o r  t o  share 
t h e  joy of a v i s i t o r ,  o r  the sorrows t h a t  reach i n t o  a l l  human l l v e s ,  
t h e  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  separa te  u s  a r e  breaking down and the  bonds of human 
f r iendship  a r e  growing. We share prayer when we can, and I know now 
because of those moments of sharing t h a t  experience of God is not 
l imi ted  t o  one mode, one s e t  of words o r  one r i t e .  God is among u s  
i n  prayer, not described,  not l imi ted  by d e f i n i t i o n s ,  but known and 
touched i n  t h e  depths of t h e  hea r t ,  the  Chr is t ian  hear t  and t h e  
EtuslLn hear t .  There is  a Japanese Haiku which expresses t h i s  
r e l i g i o u s  experience - it ssys: 

I do not  know who dwells  here 
But  because of the  sacredness of t h e  atmosphere, 
I bow deeply. 

In  summary, I see  t h e  f u t u r e  of mission as i n  some way touching 
these  t h r e e  t rends:  accompanying the poor, t h e  chosen 

of God; continuing the  s t ruggle  f o r  jus t i ce ;  and enter ing i n t o  d ia-  
logue with t h e  r e l i g i o n s  and c u l t u r e s  of  t h e  world. I expect t h a t  
you and I w i l l  be engaged i n  these  t a s k s  well i n t o  t h e  next century. 
And why do we do i t ?  I th ink f i r s t  of t h e  example of S t .  Paul who 
constant ly  claimed through h i s  l e t t e r s  and h i s  l i f e  t h a t  "the love 
of God impels me." ( 2  Cor. 14) We, too,  a r e  impelled t o  share t h i s  
God of love and of joy and of jus t ice .  And I th ink  of Jeremiah, 
wonderful, crabby, complaining, f a i t h f u l  Jeremiah! And I hope i n  my 
hear t  of h e a r t s  t h a t  you and I w i l l  continue t o  be urged forward i n  
mission a s  he was, a s  he c r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  face  of a l l  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and burdens of m d ' s  chosen speakers: 

There is a f i r e  burning i n  my hear t ,  i n  my hones; 
t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t r a i n  it rrearied me! I could not 
hear it. ( Je r .  20.9) 

Let us,  each one of us,  recommit ourselves t h i s  day t o  t h e  
spreading of t h i s  f i r e  over t h e  face  of t h e  ear th .  



L e s t e r  R. Brown and 
Edward C. rlolf 

( A t  the  1985  VilZa CavaZZetti Seminar and la ter  a t  the  
AnmaZ General n4eeting a nzmber o f  SEEOS members asked for guidance 
on t h e  wider i s sues  af fect ing worZd poverty. The Ezecutive 
Cormnittee decided t o  fur ther  t h i s  study. As a f i r s t  step i n  t h i s  
studu we are vr int ina an excervted chauter from t h e  Worldmtch 
~ n s t l t u t e  pub?icatioL State  of  the  i.lorhld 1 2 6 .  Report on Progress 
Tooard a Sustainable Society. The Report uhich m s  recornended i n  
T.ime magazine as a s igni f icant  contribution t o  understanding complex 
and interelated world issues  w i l l  be published i n  nine lan&ages 
and f i n d i t a m y  i n t o  122 nations. The Report has become a text i n  
170 American colleges and un ivers i t i es .  

WorZdmtch In s t i t u t e ,  an hTCO founded ten years ago i s  plugged 
i n t o  70 research i n s t i t u t e s  around the  globe and has access t o  
computer data from the  United Nations, the  World Bank and the  U.S. 
Government. 

This excerpted chapter en t i t l ed  "Reversing Afr ica ' s  DecZine" 
focuses exclusively  on Africa.  The chapter does not focus on the  
debt o r  refugee problems of Africa as  these are deal t  with i n  other 
parts o f  t h e  report i n  an i n t e rmt iona l  context .  

For a catazogue of publications write to:  
WorZdmtch I n s t i t u t e  
1776 Massachusetts Ave., PI .  W. 
Washinnton, D.C. 20036 USA 

Although e s s e n t i a l l y  a g r a r i a n ,  A f r i c a  i s  l o s i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  f e e d  i t s e l f .  I n  1984, 140 m i l l i o n  o f  i ts 531 m i l l i o n  peop l e  were 
f e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  g r a i n  from abroad. I n  1985, t h e  r a n k s  of t h o s e  
f e d  wi th  imported g r a i n  may have reached  170 mi l l ion- two t h i r d s  as 
many people  as l i v e  in Elorth America. In February  o f  1985, t h e  United 
Nat ions  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  some 1 0  m i l l i o n  people  had l e f t  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  
i n  s e a r c h  o f  food, many o f  them crowded i n t o  h a s t i l y  e r e c t e d  r e l i e f  
camps. S t a r v a t i o n  d e a t h s  had passed t h e  1 m i l l i o n  mark. 

During t h e  t m  decades  a f t e r  Pbr ld  War I ,  g r a i n  p roduc t i on  per  
person  i n  A f r i c a  e i t h e r  remained s t e a d y  or i nc r ea sed  s l i g h t l y ,  peaking 
i n  1967 a t  180 ki lograms.  T h i s  l e v e l ,  roughly  one pound o f  g r a i n  p e r  
day ,  is widely viewed as t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  t h r e s h o l d ,  below which mal- 
n u t r i t i o n  beg ins  t o  e rode  human development and l abou r  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  
S ince  1967, p e r  c a p i t a  g r a i n  p roduc t i on  ha s  been d e c l i n i n g .  I n  1983 
and 1984-years i n  which low r a i n f a l l  depressed  t h e  harvest -118 and 12C 
kiloclrams o f  g r a i n  were produced per  person ,  down more t han  a t h i r d  



from t h e  peak. 

Lower Per Capita Income: A s  per cap i t a  g ra in  production has de- 
c l ined  i n  t h i s  agrar ian  socie ty ,  so has 

per cap i t a  income. The policymakers responsible f o r  economic develop- 
ment and planning a r e  now pa in fu l ly  aware of t h i s  development. A t  
a min i s te r i a l - l eve l  meeting i n  l a t e  Apr i l  1985 they d r a f t e d  a 
memorandum t o  t h e  United Natlons Economic and Social  Council, which 
was i n  e f f e c t  a p lea  f o r  help. They observed t h a t  " a s  a r e s u l t  of 
s lugqish (economic) growth and a high r a t e  of population growth, 
per Capitaincome which was growing a t  neg l ig ib le  r a t e s  during t h e  
sevent ies ,  has cons i s t en t ly  declined s ince  1980 a t  an average annual 
r a t e  of 4 .1  percent  and average per cap i t a  income is now between 15 
and 2 5  percent l e s s  than 15 years ago". 

F a i l u r e  of Trad i t iona l  Financial  C r i t e r i a  : The c r i s i s  has prompted 
a f e w  laudable i n i t i a t i v e s ,  

such a s  kbrld Bank e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  an a d d i t i c c a l  $1 b i l l i o n  f o r  
long-term economic ass i s t ance  and t h e  appointment of an Exnergency 
Relief Coordinator f o r  Africa by t h e  U.M. Secre tary  General. But 
these  ac t ions  &a1 la rge ly  with t h e  symptoms of Afr ica ' s  decl ine ,  
n o t  t h e  causes. An economic ass i s t ance  s t r a tegy  d i c t a t e d  by t r a -  
d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  c r i t e r i a - t h e  r a t e  of r e tu rn  on p ro jec t  invest-  
ments-is des t ined t o  f a i l .  Indeed, it is a l ready f a i l i n g .  
Continuing a "business a s  usual" policy toward Africa amounts t o  
wri t ing  o f f  i ts  future .  Without a massive mobil izat ion of resources,  
t h e  prospect  of reversing t h e  dec l ine  i n  per cap i t a  g r a i n  production 
i s  poor, suggesting t h a t  famine w i l l  become chronic, an enduring 
f e a t u r e  of the African landscape. 

R e v e r s i n g e :  A t  i s sue  is whether 
nat ional  governments 

and in te rna t iona l  aaais tance  agencies can fashion new, environmentally 
based development s t r a t e g i e s  t o  reverse  t h e  ecological  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
and economic decl ine  t h a t  is i n f l i c t i n g  such su f fe r ing  on t h e  people 
of Africa. 

This r a i s e s  severa l  questions: Are t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l eaders  of 
Africa prepared t o  make t h e  tough dec i s ions  needed t o  reverse the  
decl ine?  And i s  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community prepared t o  mobilize 
t o  help Africa save i t s e l f ?  Can African governments arid t h e  i n t e r -  
na t iona l  development community adopt a development s t r a tegy  based 
on environmental r a t h e r  than narrow economic goa l s ,  one that r e s t o r e s  
and preserves na tu ra l  support systems-forests,  grasslands,  s o i l s ,  
and t h e  hydrological ragime-rather than meeting a spec i f i ed  r a t e  of 
r e tu rn  on investment i n  a p a r t i c u a l r  p ro jec t?  

With environemental Qeter iora t ionundemining economic progress 
a l l  across  t h e  cont inent ,  t h e  only successful  economic developrent 
s t r a t e g y  w i l l  be one t h a t  r e s t o r e s  t h e  n a t u r a l  systems on which t h e  
economy depends. Reversing A f r i c a ' s  dec l ine  w i l l  r equ i re  c a r e f u l l y  
orches t ra ted  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  organize mi l l ions  of people t o  do 
ecological ly  sound farming,build s o i l  conservation t e r r a c e s ,  and 
plan smaller  f ami l i e s .  An envrionmentally o r i en ted  e f f o r t  t o  change 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Africa w i l l ,  of necess i ty ,  be people-based r a t h e r  
than capital-based.  To be sure ,  more c a p i t a l  w i l l  be needed-much more. 



But t h e  hea r t  of t h e  s t r a t - e q  w i l l  be t h e  mobil izat ion of people. 

BREAKING POPULATION GROWTI? 

In t h e  l a t e  twent ie th  century,  t h e  increase  i n  hman numbers has 
shaped t h e  des t iny  of Africa f a r  more than it has any o the r  con- 
t i n e n t .  Not only  i s  i t s  populat ion growth t h e  f a s t e s t  of any 
cont inent  i n  h i s t o r y ,  but  i n  country a f t e r  country, demands of e s c a l a t -  
ing human numbers a r e  exceeding t h e  sus ta inable  y ie ld  of l o c a l  l i f e -  
support ~ y s t e m s ~ c r o p l a n d e  and f o r e s t s .  Each year A f r i c a ' s  farmers 
attempt t o  feed 16 mi l l ion  add i t iona l  people, roughly 10 times t h e  
annual add i t ion  i n  North America o r  Europe. 

According t o  U.N. p ro jec t ions ,  A f r i c a ' s  1980 population of j u s t  
under 500 mi l l ion  w i l l  reach 1 .5  b i l l i o n  by 2025,.a t r i p l i n g  within 
j u s t  45 years .  Vi r tua l ly  a l l  governments w i l l  have t o  contend with 
t h e  momentum of  growth t h a t  r e s u l t s  when populat ions a r e  dominated 
by p e o ~ l e  born s ince  1970. In  some African s o c i e t i e s ,  chi ldren  
under age 15 c o n s t i t u t e  almost ha l f  t h e  t o t a l ,  f a r  higher than i n  
most of t h e  world. A l l  o f  these  young people w i l l  reach reproductive 
age by the  end of  the  century. 

I f  African governments t a k e  a se r ious  look a t  f u t u r e  population/ 
resource balances, a s  China did almost a  decade ago, they too  may 
discover t h a t  they a r e  forced t o  choose e i t h e r  a  sharp reduction i n  
b i r t h  r a t e s  o r  f a l l i n g  l i v i n g  standards and, i n  some cases ,  r i s i n g  
dea th  r a t e s  a s  i n  Ethiopia.  

l b l i c  Discussion: Concern about Population growth appears t o  be 
growinq. Over t h e  l a s t  18-24 months, t h e  United 

Nations Fund f o r  Population A c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  Vlorld Bank have received 
numerous reques ts  from African governments f o r  family planning a s s i s t -  
ance. Although t h e s e  r eques t s  w i l l  not immediately t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  
couples having smaller fami les ,  they  a r e  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i rec t ion .  

A s  r ecen t ly  a s  1974, when t h e  U.N. Conference on World Population 
was held i n  Bucharest, only  2 coun t r i e s  i n  Sub-Saharan Africa had 
p l i c i e s  t o  reduce population growth-Kgnya and Ghana. By mid-1984, 
13 had such p o l i c i e s .  The add i t iona l  coun t r i e s  were Botswana, Burundi, 
The Gambia, Lesotho, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Afr ica ,  Uganda, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 

A t  an e a r l y  1984 conference on populat ion convened i n  Arusha, 
Tanzania, by t h e  Economic Commission f o r  Afr ica ,  t h e  36 assembled 
coun t r i e s  observed t h a t  "current  high l e v e l s  of f e r t i l i t y  and mor ta l i ty  
g ive  r i s e  t o  g r e a t  concern about t h e  r e g i o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  maintain even 
( those)  l i v i n g  standards a l ready a t t a i n e d  s ince  independence". Con- 
ference  a t t endees  adopted t h e  Kilimanjaro Program of Action on Population, 



which ca l l ed  on Commission member-states t o  "ensure t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of family planning se rv ices  t o  a l l  couples o r  
individuals  seeking such services  f r e e l y  o r  a t  subsidized pr ices ."  
After  a long s i l ence  on t h e  population issue ,  key African leaders  
a r e  now making it a matter of [;ublic discussion.  

Zimbabwe: Among t h e  coun t r i e s  with family planning programs, Zimbabwe's 
nay be t h e  most vigorous. Discussions with Zimbawean 

o f f i c i a l s  and farmers suggest a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  reasons f o r  t h e  soaring 
i n t e r e s t  in  l imi t ing family s ize .  F i r s t ,  s ince  l o c a l  communities a r e  
responsible f o r  educational services  beyond primary school, they  
f i ~ n c e  secondary school education l a r g e l y  by assessing student  
educational fees.  For parents  who want a good education f o r  t h e i r  
chi ldren,  t h e  incentive t o  reduce family s i z e  is  strong. Second, i n  
r u r a l  areas ,  where most Zimbabweans l i v e ,  people a r e  increasingly 
aware t h a t  growth i n  family s i z e  w i l l  no longer be matched by growth 
i n  cropland area .  Third,family planninq services  a r e  r e a d i l y  ava i l -  
ab le  through community-hased cen te r s  now operat ing throughout Zimbabwe. 
People can nowconsciously weigh t h e  advantages of planning t h e i r  
f ami l i e s ,  and do something t o  have a smaller family i f  they so choose, 
whereas i n t h e p a s t  they could not.  In e f f e c t ,  the  supply.of family 
planning services  is  qenerat ing i t s  own demand. 

v: Experience has repeatedly  shown t h a t  grass-roots  
family planning programs - those s t a f f e d  atld 

l ed  by l o c a l  ueople,are the  most successful  ones. The advice l o c a l s  
g ive  is always more acceptable than t h a t  of someone brought i n  speci f ic-  
a l l y  t o  promote a program. Convenience and c o s t  a r e  a l s o  important. 
Surveys show t h a t  couples a r e  unlikely t o  t r a v e l  more than an hour 
t o  reach family planning service  centerg. I f  se rv ices  a r e  too  c o s t l y ,  
they ao  unused. 

Given t h e  unprecedented numbers of young people who w i l l  reach 
reproductive age i n  Africa within t h e  next two decades, t h e  adoption 
of the  twc-child family a s  a s o c i a l  goal may be t h e  key t o  res to r ing  
a sustained improvement i n  l i v i n g  standards. Success i n  s t r i v i n g  f o r  
t m  chi ldren per couple w i l l  bring problems of  i ts  own, including a 
severe d i s t o r t i o n  of age-group d i s t r i b u t i o n .  But it may be the  p r i c e  
many s o c i e t i e s  w i l l  have t o  pay f o r  neglect ing population po l i cy  f o r  
t o o  long. 

CFTTIPIG AGRICULTURE MOVING 

By almost any standard, a a r i c u l t u r e  is no t  doing well i n  Africa.  
Declining per c a p i t a  food production, abandoned cropland, r i s i n g  food 
imports and famine a r e  among t h e  most v i s i b l e  f a i l u r e s .  This  dismal 
record sterns i n  part from t h e  record population growth described 
e a r l i e r  and t h e  associa ted  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  z g r i c u l t u r a l  resource 
base. Agriculture a l s o  su f fe r s  from low p r i o r i t y  and p res t ige ,  na t ional  
food p r i c e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  discourage investment, and decl in ing r a i n f a l l .  

Within Afr ica ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  is widely neglected. In ternat ional  a i d  
programs have focused on s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s  r a the r  than overr id ing i s sues  
such a s  food pr ic ing policy.  Too o f t e n  t h i s  a s s i s t ance  has been 
d i rec ted  a t  t h e  symptoms of a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r e s s e s  r a t h e r  than t h e  cuases. 



Fortunately,  awareness of these  shortcomings is  slowly spreading. 
Wbrld Bank Senior Vice-President Ernest S tern  descr ibes  the  s i t u a t i o n  
thus:  "We, along with o the r  donors, I th ink  it i s  f a i r  t o  say, among 
a l l  our achievements, have f a i l e d  i n  Africa.  He have not f u l l y  
understood the  problems, we have not i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s ,  we 
have n o t  always designed our p r o j e c t s  t o  f i t  t h e  agroclimatic con- 
d i t i o n s  of Africa and t h e  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  frameworks 
of Africa ... we, and everybody e l s e ,  a r e  st i l l  unclear  about what can 
be done i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  Africa".  

~ r o b l e m s  More Acute i n  Africa : A 1981 r e p r t  from In te rna t iona l  
I n s t i t u t e  of Tropical  Agr icul ture  

i n  Nigeria suumarized the  di1em.a: ':In Afr ica ,  almost every 
problem is  more acu te  than elsewhere. Topsoils  a r e  more f r a g i l e ,  and 
more sub jec t  t o  eros ion and degradation. I r r i g a t i o n  covers a  smaller 
f r a c t i o n  of t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a  .... leaving a g r i c u l t u r e  exposed t o  
t h e  v i c i s s i t u  of an i r r e g u a l r  r a i n f a l l  pa t t e rn .  The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
both physical  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  is weaker. The shortage of t r a ined  
people is more ser ious .  The f l i g h t  from t h e  land is more precip-  
i t a t e  .... In one respec t ,  namely t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  develop farming systems 
capable of high and sustained r a t e s  of production growth, t h e  prob- 
lems of Africa have reached t h e  s t age  of c r i s i s " .  

A s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  population approaches 600 mi l l ion ,  centuries-old 
a q r i c u l t u r a l  systems of s h i f t i n g  c u l t i v a t i o n  t h a t  were ecologica l ly  
s t a b l e  a s  r ecen t ly  a s  1950, when t h e  populat ion was on ly  219 mi l l ion ,  
a r e  breaking down. The new a g r i c u l t u r a l  technologies and inpu t s  
needed t o  o f f s e t  land p roduc t iv i ty  l o s s e s  e i t h e r  have not been developed 
o r  a r e  not  beinq applied. 

Difference i n  Asian and African Agriculture:  One reason f o r  Af r i ca ' s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  disappointment 

is t h e  expectat ion t h a t  t h e  dramatic advances i n  g r a i n  production i n  
Asia t h a t  began some two decades ago could be dupl ica ted .  Unfortunately, 
d i f f e rences  between t h e  two con t inen t s  make it i m p s s i b l e  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  
Asian formula. For example, Asian a g r i c u l t u r e  is dominated by wet 
r i c e  cu l t iva t ion .  A s ing le  package of successful  y ie ld - ra i s ing  r i c e  
technologies could be e a s i l y  adapted f o r  use  throughout t h e  region. 
Indeed, e s s e n t i a l l v  t h e  same approach was used f o r  As ia ' s  second food 
s t a p l e ,  wheat, most of which i s  a l s o  i r r i g a t e d .  Africa,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  
depends on severa l  s t a p l e s - c o r n ,  wheat, sorghum, m i l l e t ,  bar ley ,  and 
r i c e  among t h e  c e r e a l s ,  p lus  cassava and yams - and a  highly heterogen- 
ous c o l l e c t i o n  of farming systems. 

Even more importnat, much of Africa i s  semiaried, which l i m i t s  
t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  use of y ie ld - ra i s ing  inputs  such a s  f e r t i l i z e r .  In  
Asia and elsewhere, dramatic ga ins  i n  food production have been achieved 
i n  l a rge  p a r t  because abundant moisture enables crops  t o  respond strongly 
t o  chemical f e r t i l i z e r .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  Africa more nearly resembles 
semiarid Aust ra l ia ,  which d e s p i t e  a  technologica l ly  advanced farm system 
has r a i s e d  gra in  y i e l d s  per  hec ta re  only 1 9  percent  over t h e  l a s t  30 years. 
By comparison, African a g r i c u l t u r e  does n o t  f a r e  too  poorly,  s ince  
g r a i n  y i e l d  per  hectare  i s  up some 38 percen t .  Yet North America, Cast 
Asia, and IpJeStern Europe have more than do-lbled g r a i n  y i e l d s  dur ing  t h a t  
time. 



The use of I r r i g a t i o n  F e r t i l i z e r s  Concentrated 

i n  a few Countries: The key t o  r a i s i n g  cropland product iv i ty  i n  
Asia has been the i n t e r a c t i o n  of i r r i g a t i o n ,  

f e r t i l i z e r ,  and high-yield dwarf wheats and r i c e s .  In  Afr ica ,  the 
use of i r r i g a t i o n  and f e r t i l i z e r  has  been growing, though from a 
small base. Even though i r r i g a t e d  a rea  has increased - from 5.8 
mil l ion  hectares  i n  1963 t o  8.6  mil l ion hectares  i n  1981 (about 7 
percent  of cropland) - it sti l l  leaves t h e  continent ,  a region with 
11 percent  of t h e  rmrld ' s  people, with only 4 percent  of its 
i r r i g a t e d  area .  

Within Afr ica ,  i r r i g a t e d  a rea  is highly concentrated i n  t h r e e  
countries:  Egypt, South Africa and t h e  Sudan. These three coun t r i e s  
account for  66 w r c e n t  of t h e  con t inene t ' s  i r r i g a t e d  land; the  
remaininq 33 percent i s  widely sca t t e red  through t h e  r e s t  of 
Af r ica  . 

The pat tern  of f e r t i l i z e r  use i s  similar t o  t h a t  of i r r i g a t i o n .  
South Africa and Egypt account f o r  55 percent o f  the con t inen t ' s  t o t a l .  
With only a modest amount of f e r t i l . i ze r  used outs ide  of Egypt, Sudan 
and South Africa,  it c m e s  a s  no su rpr i se  t h a t  s ince  1950 Africa 
has increased output more from plowinq new land than from r a i s i n g  
land product iv i ty .  This  c o n t r a s t s  sharply  with t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world, 
where more than 8 0  percent  of production ga ins  have cane from boostinn 
yields.  

Hol i s t i c  o r  Systems Approach t o  Farming: In a l l  more than 40 percent  
of Africans l i v e  i n  countr ies  

where gra in  y i e l d s  per hectare  a r e  lower today than they were a 
generation ago. Much of African a g r i c u l t u r e  once consis ted  of a 
complex, i n t e r a c t i v e  mixture of crops, l ives tock  and t r e e s  - a system 
t h a t  c o n t r a s t s  sharply with the  monocultures on which most world 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  research i s  based and which African farmers have been 
encouraqed t o  adopt i n  recent  years.  Rhat i s  needed i n  l a r g e  axeas 
of t h e  cont inent  is z h o l i s t i c  o r  systems approach t o  both research 
and p r o j e c t  design f o r  farming. 

Cul tura l  and Climatic Roots: Svanna Agricu1ture:The envisioned 
revolut ion in 

farming systems w i l l  t ake  African a q r i c u l t u r e  back t o  i t s  c u l t u r a l  
and c l ima t ic  r o o t s  - a Bavanna a g r i c u l t u r e  patterned on t h e  natura l  
growth found there .  

a )  Agroforestry: Re in t rduc ing  agrofores t ry  i n  i ts  various 
forms could rebui ld  African t r a d i t i o n s  i n  

which crops, l ivestock,and t r e e s  a r e  in tegra ted  a s  a matter 
of course. On savannas, t r e e s  and g r a s s e s  grow together.  
There i s  no closed f o r e s t  o r  unbroken p r a i r i e .  The new 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  methods known c o l l e c t i v e l y  a s  agrofores t ry  
mimic t h i s  n a t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by combining use fu l  t r e e  
crops w i t h  cu l t iva ted  f o d  crops. Agroforestry systems can 
be t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  desiccated Sahel and t o  t h e  mist farm- 
lands of equator ia l  and coas ta l  Vest Africa.  Their universa l  
appeal i s  reduced s o i l  erosion,  increased n u t r i e n t  cycl ing 
and biological  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  t o p s o i l ,  and r e s i l i e n c e  to  
drouqht. The t r e e s  used i n  agrofores t ry  can help  secure 
t e r r a c e s  on sloping land. By emphasizing t h e  r o l e  t r e e s  



p lay  in  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y  and s t a b l e  farming systems, r u r a l  
f ami l i e s  can be hrought i n t o  t h e  ag ro fo res t ry  e f f o r t s  
which r e s t o r e  t h e  ecological  balance of nature. 

b) Alley - Cropping: For humid a r e a s ,  In te rna t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  
f o r  Tropical  Agr icul ture  and t h e  Nairobi- 

based In te rna t iona l  Council f o r  Research i n  Agroforestry a r e  
inves t iga t ing  a technique c a l l e d  a l l e y  cropping. Rows of 
crops  a r e  g r o w  between headgerows of t r e e s  o r  perennia l  
shrubs. Prunings from t h e  t r e e s  mulch t h e  crops ,  r e tu rn ing  
n u t r i e n t s  t o  t h e  s o i l .  Fast-growing, ni trogen-fixing t r e e s  . 
l i k e  leucaena work w e l l  i n  t h i s  system, improving t h e  s o i l  
and providing t h e  fanner with f u e l w o d  and fodder. Alley 
cropping recovers s o i l  f e r t i l i t y  i n  t h e  same way t h a t  
t r a d i t i o n a l  bush-fallow methods do, but it permits  continuous 
cu l t iva t ion .  

In  p a r t s  of t h e  semiarid Sahel where cash crops have replaced 
t r a d i t i o n a l  ag ro fo res t ry  methods based on t h e  n a t i v e  acacia  
trees, seasonal grazing lands  have been converted t o  crop- 
land. Many valuable t r e e s  and perennia l  g rasses  have d i s -  
appeared from t h e  landscape. Research in  Senegal r evea l s  
some of the  advantages of reintroducing na t ive  nitrogen- 
f h i n g  t r e e s  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  in  t h i s  area:  "Yields of m i l l e t  
and groundnuts grown under Acacia a l b i d a  t r e e s  on i n f e r t i l e  
s o i l s  increase from 500 kilograms per  hectare  t o  900 kilograms 
per  hectare.  I n  add i t ion  t o  increased crop y ie lds ,  t h e r e  a r e  
50-100 percent  increases  i n  s o i l  organic mat ter ,  improved s o i l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  increased water-holding capacity,  and a marked in -  
c rease  i n  s o i l  microbiological  a c t i v i t y  beneath t h e  t r ees . "  
A s  with a l l e y  cropping in  wetter  lands,  ag ro fo res t ry  i n  the  
Sahelian coun t r i e s  can shorten fa l low i n t e r v a l s ,  enrich s o i l s ,  
and reduce t h e  pressure  t o  expand farming onto marginal land. 

c )  Refores ta t ion  and Ra in fa l l :  Restoring A f r i c a ' s  woodlands and 
f o r e s t s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  r e -  

covery of ag r i cu l tu re ,  on which t h e  con t inen t ' s  economic 
prospects  depend. The 380 mi l l ion  people i n  t h e  countryside 
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  only labour force  l a r g e  enough t o  t u r n  Afr ica ' s  
f o r e s t  d e c l i n e  around. 

More than 5 percent  of t h e  moist f o r e s t s  of coas ta l  West 
Africa ( the  coun t r i e s  from Guinea through eas te rn  Nigeria) 
were being c lea red  hy commercial loggers  and subsistence 
farmers each year  i n  the  e a r l y  e i q h t i e s .  A t  t h i s  rate, these  
f o r e s t s  have a " h a l f - l i f e "  of j u s t  13 years. %?ell over ha l f  
t h e o u t r i g h t d e f o r e s t a t i o n  i n  Afr ics  t akes  p lace  i n  these  
c o a s t a l  s t a t e s .  Though small by comparison with t h e  vas t  
remaining f o r e s t s  of t h e  Za i re  Basin, t h i s  c o a s t a l  greenbel t  
of r a i n  f o r e s t s  may p l a y  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  recycl ing  the  
moisture from t h e  Gulf of Guinea t h a t  provides summer r a i n s  
from Senegal t o  Sudan. The e f f e c t s  of de fo res ta t ion  on overa l l  
c l ima t i c  condi t ions  needs f u r t h e r  research .  

Food Pr ic ing  Po l i c i e s :  Of a l l  t he  s t eps  t h a t  governments can t a k e  t o  
r a i s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t iv i ty  i n  Africa,  a 

r e o r i e n t a t i o n  of food p r i c e  p o l i c i e s  is  most important. Too many 
governments have followed p o l i c i e s  designed t o  p laca te  urban consumers. 
Cei l ing  p r i c e s  f o r  foods tu f f s  discourage a g r i c u l t u r a l  investment and 
modernization. A b e t t e r  p l i c y  would o f f e r  government-backed p r i c e  



supports t o  provide t he  assurance t h a t  farmers need t o  invest .  In 
some cases,  average p r i c e s  f o r  farm commodities a f t e r  the  adoption 
of  p r i c e  supports a r e  l i t t l e  changed from before. But the  assurance 
of quaranteed p r ices  removes market uncertainty,  thus  encouraging 
investment a t  planting time. 

In Zimbabwe, one of the  few countr ies  with e f f ec t i ve  p r i c e  
supmr t s ,  both t h e  farmers on l a rge  commercial holdings and those 
on t r i b a l  lands a r e  responding en thus ias t i ca l ly  t o  p r i c e  incentives.  
Vlith a  re tu rn  t o  near normal r a i n f a l l  f o r  the  1985 crop, zimbabwe 
w i l l  have a  l a rge  exportable surplus of corn. Farmers on t he  tribal 
lands  a lone have produced a  rezord marketable surplus of corn 
estimated a t  800,000 tons.  Indeed, Zimbabwe indicated in  April  985 
t h a t  it was providing 25,000 tons of gra in  t o  Ethiopia as food a id .  

P r ice  supports can p a r t l y  o f f s e t  other cons t ra in t s ,  such a s  
extensive i l l i t e r a c y  and t h e  lack of e f f ec t i ve  ag r i cu l t u r a l  exten- 
s ion systems, a s  they have, f o r  example, i n  India over the  pa s t  two 
decades. 

Af r ica ' s  Diverse Agricultural  Systems: African governments and the  
Aoricultural  communitv must > - -  

recoqnize t he  need f o r  numerous technological packages f o r  t he  con- 
t i n e n t ' s  agr icul ture .  These include technologies developed elsewhere 
fo r  i r r i ga t ed  agr icu l tu re  o r  f o r  dryland farming, a s  well a s  new 
technologies or iented toward bush fal low cu l t iva t ion ,  nomadic 
pastoralism, agroforestry,  and integrated crop-livestock farming. 
Given the  enormous d ive r s i t y  in  t he  ag r i cu l t u r a l  systems of t he  
continent ,  no one package w i l l  work fo r  more than a  small segment 
of t he  con t inen t ' s  farm sector.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  the  research investment 
needed t o  achieve a  given advance i n  farm output i n  Africa may be 
f a r  q rea te r  than in  Asia o r  i n  North America and Europe. 

llORE THAN A FWSHALL PLAE! 

A mammoth e f f o r t  is  required t o  ave r t  economic col lapse  i n  
Africa. In many ways, it is s imilar  i n  s p i r i t  t o  t he  Marshall Plan 
t h a t  r ev i t a l i z ed  Western Europe a f t e r  V!orld war 11, but it w i l l  be 
f a r  more demanding. Afr ica ' s  population, a t  over a half b i l l i o n ,  
is more than double t h a t  of Western Europe a t  the  end of t he  war. 
The Marshall Plan was designed t o  rebui ld  war-devastated economies 
r a the r  than ecological ly  devastated ones. 

Europe had t h e  bas ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  place; most of t he  damage 
was physical - t h e  des t ruct ion of c i t i e s  and of i ndus t r i a l  capacity. 
Africa does not yet  have a l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and s k i l l s  needed t o  
reverse  i t s  decl ine .  Europe was qeographically conpact, with well- 
developed comunication afid t r anspor t  systems. Africa is vas t ,  with 
only most rudimentary t ranspor ta t ion network. The cos t  of t ranspor t ing 
food from surplus t o  d e f i c i t  a reas ,  whether by t ruck o r  d r a f t  animals, 
can be prohibit ive.  

Leadership: L y e  t he  
i n t e rna t i sna l  e f f o r t :  In the  pa s t  few years, t h e  United 

Nations Economic Commission f o r  Africa, d i rected by a  Nigerian, Fdebayo 
Adedeji, has taken t he  lead among African i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  assessing 
long-term economic and development trends.  The African Developnent Bank, 



t he  c o n t i n e n t L s  key development i n s t i t u t i o n ,  r ecen t ly  convened a 
workshop on d e s e r t i f  i ca t ion ,  s ignal ing  i ts  recogni t ion  t h a t  en- 
vironmental d e t e r i o r a t i o n  diminishes t h e  e f fec t iveness  of its 
lending p r g a m s .  

A t  t h e  in te rna t iona l  l e v e l ,  only t h e  World Bank appears t o  be 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  s t rong enough t o  lead such an e f f o r t ,  but  it is not  
i d e a l l y  su i t ed  f o r  t h i s  r o l e .    he Bank's experience l i e s  pr imar i ly  
i n  f inancing large-sca le  developssent p ro jec t s ,  not i n  f o s t e r i n g  
l o c a l  mobil izat ion of t h e  kind needed i n  Africa.  L?ut d e s p i t e  t h e  
need f o r  a philosophical  r eo r i en ta t ion ,  t h e  Bank seems des t ined t o  
f i l l  t h e  leadership  r o l e  simply because no o the r  i n t e r n a t i o m l  group 
has t h e  capab i l i ty .  

National Assessment and Droject ions:  A s  a s t a r t ,  na t iona l  assessments 
and long-term pro()octions of 

environmental, resource,  demographic, and economic t r ends  a r e  needed. 
A s imi la r  e f f o r t  undertaken i n  China i n  t h e  l a t e  seven t i e s  provided 
t h e  foundation f o r  r eo r i en t ing  t h a t  coun t ry ' s  populat ion,  environ- 
mental,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c i e s .  Without a b e t t e r  understanding 
of where ex i s t ing  t r ends  a r e  leading, it w i l l  be 6 i f f i c u l t  t o  
mobilize support t o  reverse  them, e i t h e r  wi th in  o r  ou t s ide  Afr ica .  

Most important,  e x p l i c i t  p ro jec t ions  of ecologica l  t r ends  w i l l  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of how changes i n  na tu ra l  systems a f f e c t  
economic t rends .  Trend projec t ions  would a l s o  help  de f ine  t h e  t h r u s t  
and sca le  of a successful  r eve r sa l  s t ra tegy.  Such p ro jec t ions  can 
help nat ional  p o l i t i c a l  l eader s  inform themselves, and they can 
provide t h e  information t o  he lp  people understand t h e  need f o r ,  and 
accept ,  dramatic new i n i t i a t i v e s .  

Envirormentally Based Development S t ra teg ies :  I f  t h e  economic dec l ine  
a f f e c t i n n  F f r i c a  i s  to - < 

be reversed,  each country w i l l  need an environmentally based develop- 
ment s t ra tegy.  The Tmrld Bank, given i t s  research  capac i ty  and i t s  
experience i n  formulating p o l i c i e s  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r i o r i t i e s ,  i s  
bes t  equipped t o  a s s i s t  indiv idual  coun t r i e s  i n  o u t l i n i n g  a na t ional  
development s t r a t eqy  t o  reverse  t h e  broad-based ecologica l  de te r io r -  
a t i o n  and s e t  t h e  stage f o r  t h e  resumption of growth i n  per  c a p i t a  
food production and income. I f  events  confirm t h a t  land use  changes 
and s o i l  degradation a r e  a l t e r i n g  t h e  hydrological cycle  and reducing 
r a i n f a l l ,  a con t inen ta l  s t r a t egy  w i l l  be needed t o  reverse  t h e  drying 
o u t  of Af r i ca ' s  land. Given t h e  s c a l e  of c l ima t i c  process, only  a 
c w r d i n a t e d ,  continent-wi6e r e v e r s a l  s t r a t e g y  w i l l  have much prospect  
o f  success. 

Once na t iona l  s t r a t e g i e s a r e o u t l i n e d ,  and g o a l s  and t imetables  
a r e  estabalished f o r  such th ings  a s  p lan t ing  t r e e s  and lowering b i r t h  
r a t e s ,  it would be up t o  each natiollal goverrment t o  mobilize i ts  own 
people and i n t e g r a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  from abroad i n t o  t h e  na t ional  s t r a t egy .  

Third Fbrld success:  'lany of t h e  lessons most r e l evan t  t o  A f r i c a ' s  
c r i s i s  have been learned c c t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

world but elsewhere i n  t h e  Third World. South Korean and Chinese 
successes i n  na t iona l  r e f o r e s t r a t i o n ,  Indian and Nepalese experiences 
with v i l l a g e  woodlots, and community-based family planning programs 
i n  Thailand and Indonesia, where population growth has  been halved 



within a decade, sugqest p o t e n t i a l  partnerships t h a t  African lead- 
e r s  might pursue. 

Africa faces  d i f f i c u l t  choices. Success i n  saving the contin-  
ent  hinges on whether p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  strong enough 
t o  make t h e  correc t ions  needed t o  reverse t h e  decl ine  without coming 
apar t .  The economic consequences of continuing ecological  decay 
are c lea r .  The s o c i a l  c o s t s  - t h e  human 6Uffering and l o s s  of l i f e  
- could eventually approach those of World War 11. 

The g r e a t e s t  r i s k  is t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a l o s s  of hope. Flowever 
bleak t h e  de te r io ra t ing  s i t u a t i o n  may appear, it i s  of human o r i g i n  
and can y i e l d  t o  h m n  remedy. How African leaders  and t h e  in te r -  
na t ional  community respond t o  t h e  challenge w i l l  reveal  much about 
the  human prospect  over t h e  ranainder of t h i s  century and t h e  beginning 
of t h e  next one. 

- end - 

ECLIMENISN, k MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

Inf'a cer tain  sense, the  un i ty  of Chr i s t ' s  d i sc ip les  i s  a 
cordit ion for f u l f i i l i r g  t h e  mfssion of  the  C t u ~ h ;  not cnly 
that,  it i s  a ccndi t icn fcr  f u l f i l l i n g  the  mission o f  Christ himself 
i n  the  wor ld .  I t  is a condition for e.ffectiva1.y proctaining and 
consolidating f a i t h  i n  Christ.  Thus Jesus prayed: "that they may 
a l l  be one.. .so tha t  the  world may bel ieve  that  you have sent me. .  . 
that  they may become perfect ly  one so tha t  the  world may knot: tha t  
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me" 
(Jn 17 :21 ,23 ) .  

The un i t y  o f  Christians i s  v i t a l  for the  proclamation o f  the  
raspel. For evangelization depends on the convincing witness of 
the  Christ ian community md not only on the  words which are preached. 
Hoo~ can. non-believers come t o  believe i n  the  love o f  God revealed 
i n  Christ i f  they do not "see how these Christians love one another"? 
Lme cannot reveat i t s e l f  or er.ter in to  hearts except through the  
testimonl4 of  un i ty .  The very Loruing for xn i ty  and union cons t i tu tes  
the  beginning of t h i s  testimorry. 

Ref. From the  h m i l y  of  Pope John PQAZ 11 given a t  Goa during 
h i s  recent v i s i t  t o  India. 



(The following c r i t e r i a  z e r e  developed a s  g l t i de l inse forpersons  
seeking a neu min i s t r y  i n  which working for j u s t i c e  i s  an in t egra l  
c m o n e n t .  Por those a tready  enegaged i n  min i s t r y  the  J u s t i c e  
m i t e r i a  can serue a s  t o o l s  for  evaluat ing the j u s t i c e  dimension o f  
current m i n i s t r i e s .  ) 

t l i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  enable f u l f i l l m e n t  of bas ic  needs (food, water,  
housing, c lo th ing,  education) - l /  

I- l inistr ies  t h a t  enable fu l f i l lmen t  of human r i g h t s  ( s o c i a l ,  
economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s )  within t h e  context  
of a  given cu l tu re .  

Ministries based on a t o o l  of s o c i a l  ana lys i s  t h a t  br ings  
people ' s  understarding of a  s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  a l a r g e r  context ,  is 
on-going, and prcmotes e f f o r t s  t o  change unjus t  s t ruc tu res .  

K i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  work f o r  t h e  development of persons ( s e l f -  
esteem, s e l f  -determination, personal and s p i r i t u a l  growth) . 
P i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  anpower t h e  poor, oppressed, and a l i ena ted  t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e i r  l ives .  

b!inistries t h a t  allow people t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  dec i s ions  t h a t  
a f f e c t  them. 

Min i s t r i e s  t h a t  enable people t o  have e f f e c t i v e  involvement 
i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  mil ieu.  

Prinistries t h a t  f o s t e r  l o c a l  peop le ' s  involvement i n  se rv ice  
outreach t o  others .  

Fcinistr ies  t h a t  promote l o c a l  leadership.  

10. Winis t r ies  t h a t  f o s t e r  f a i t h  and s p i r i t u a l  values. 

11. r4inistries t h a t  promote j u s t  in terpersonal  r e l a t ionsh ips .  

Ref. Marykmll S i s t e r s '  Research and Planning Dept. 

1/ I n  Apr i l ,  1981, t h e  '!orld Bank defined a minimum c r i t e r i a  f o r  - 
Basic Human Needs as:  5 years  of schooling, adequate n u t r i t i o n ,  
primary h e a l t h  c a r e  not  nore  than  one hour away, Family Planninq 
Services,  20 liters of water Fer day, per person within 100 
yards of home, a p i t  l a t r i n e .  


