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NIn7ERO SPECIAL 

Ce hIumero Spec i a l  du B u l l e t i n  c o n t i e n t  l e  compte-rendu annuel  
d e  SEDOS w u r  1985, a i n s i  que l e  r e s u l t a t  d e s  e l e c t i o n s  d e s  membres 
du Comite ExBcutie rmur les t r o i s  annees  ?i v e n i r .  Soeur Helen 
FcLAUGHLIN, s u ~ d r i e u r e  o e n e r a l e  d e s  R e l i o i e u s e s  du SacrB-Coeur est 
l n  nremiere  femme n r e s i d e n t e  d e  SEDOS. 

rrous s o m e s  au r e q r e t  d e  d e v o i r  annoncer l e  ddces  du P .  PONT~?, 
l e  d e r n i e r  s u r v i v a n t  d e s  c i n o  S ~ i n e r i e u r s  Ceneraux eonda teurs  d e  SEDOS 
e n  1964, en qrande p a r t i r  conme un r e s u l t a t  d e  Vat ican 11. Puisse - t - i l  
r e m s e r  en  ~ a i x !  

Ce numdro c o n t i e n t  a u s s i  les d i s c o u r s  prononces  pa r  les 4 o r a t e u r s  
l o r s  du c o u r t  Seminaire  d e  SEDOS s u r  l e  r e c e n t  Synode E x t r a o r d i n a i r e .  
Ce Synode a confirm6 le  Conc i le  d e  Vat ican  I1 e t  l ' a  approfondi .  I1 
n ' a  donc pas  Bte simnlement une r e l a n c e  dn Conc i le ,  mais un pa s  en a v a n t ,  
e t  c e l a  pour  une bonne Dar t  oa r ce  que l e  Synode a  p u b l i e  lui-meme son 
c o m p t ~  renciu avec ,  b i e n  silr, l ' a i m a b l e  anproba t ion  du  P a p ,  r endan t  
a i n s i  une c e r t a i n e  c r B d i b i l i t 6  d l a  procedure  synoda le .  

L'idBe de l ' E q l i s e  c o m e  "Communion" a  une importance p a r t i c u l i e r e  
pour  l a  miss ion .  neux d e s  c o n f 6 r e n c i e r s  du Seminaire  de  SEDOS o n t  i n s i s t 6  
s u r  ce p o i n t .  Pour de  nombreuses c u l t u r e s  a f r i c a i n e s ,  c e  concept  est 
d t ro i t emen t  l i e  avec  c e l u i  d e  l a  " f a m i l l e r ' .  I1 es t  o i e i n  de  s i o n i f i c a t i o n  
dans  l e  domaine d e  l ' o e c m e n i s m e  e n t r e  E g l i s e s  c h r d t i e n n e s .  I1 e s t  
impor tan t  Dour l ' e c c l e s i o l o g i e  d e s  E o l i s e s  D r i e n t a l e s ;  il est s d c i a l e -  
r e n t  r i c h e  en  i m p l i c a t i o n s  si on l e  r e l i e  au be so in  d e  l ' i n c u l t u r a t i o n  
dans  l ' E q l i s e  mondiale d e  l ' d w q u e  d l a p r @ s  Vat ican 11. 



PEDOS ANNUAL REPORT - 1985 

"SEDOP i s  an  o r q a n i s a t i o n  t h o u g h  which i n s t i t u t e s  o f  men and 
women combine t h e i r  r e sou rce s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e r v e  t h e  Church more 
e f f e c t i v e l v  i n  h e r  m i s s iona rv  a c t i v i t y .  I t  aims t o  enab l e  members 
t o  exchanae i d e a s  and expe r i ences  about  miss ion ,  t o  seek  p r a c t i c a l  
q u i d e l i n e s  t o  a c t i o n  by means o f  i n fo rma t ion ,  documentat ion,  s t u d i e s  
and seminars ,  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t housh t  and a c t i o n  i n  t h e  service of 
miss ion  and evanqe l i z a t i on" .  (From t h e  .%DOS Sta tement  o f  a ims ) .  

I n  t h e  fo l l owinq  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Report  we s h a r e  wi th  you some 
of o u r  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Fast. y ea r  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s  aim. The R e p o r t  
is f o r  t h e  .wried December 1, 1984 t o  Noverdxr 30, 1985. 

1 .  SEMINARS 

i) Urbanisa t ion  and Viss ion :  The phenomenal arowth of  ci t ies 
p r e s e n t s  h i t h e r t o  unknown problems,  b u t  

a l s o  new ~ o s s i h i l i t i e s  f o r  m i s s ion .  The r e c e n t  ea r thquake  i n  Mexico 
c i t y  focused world a t t e n t i o n  on one of t h e s e  s u p e r c i t i e s .  In  t h e  
year  2000 it n i l 1  have a uopu l a t i on  of 3n m i l l i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  
o f  p ~ u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e .  

P a r i e  C l o u t i e r ,  White S i s t e r ,  Andrew E3e l e ,  Vhi te  F a t h e r  and 
D ie r r e  Delooz of  P r o  rund l  v i t a  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  problems 
and o n p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  t h e  1Q84 Annual Assemhlv's Seminar a t t ended  by 
90 members. Sedos B u l l e t i n  1985/Mos. 1 R 2 q i v e s  the tex t  o f  their 
t a l k s ,  t h e  main m i n t s  o f  the d i s c u s s i o n ,  and some pa s to r a l /m i s s iona ry  
p r o ~ s a l s  f o r  a c t i o n .  

ii) J u s t i c e  and Evanue l i s a t i on :  Various  a s n e c t s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between j u s t i c e  and t he  work of evan- 

q e l i s a t i o n  were s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  Seminar h e l d  a t  V i l l a  
C a v a l l e t t i  i n  March 1985, a t t e n d e d  b.! 85  merbers. J u l i e n n e  de l*'olf, 
Immaculate Hea r t  S i s t e r  from U,5A, Helo i sa  Da Cunha, Sacred Hear t  
S i s t e r  from B r a z i l .  tlenry Volken, n J e s u i t  from I n d i a  and Archbishop 
Bakole wa I l u n s a  from Z a i r e  shared  t h e i r  expe r i ence s  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i n .  

r i c h a e l  S c h u l t h e i s  a J e s u i t  economis t ,  Jacques  Van Nieuwenhove, 
a t h e o l o q i ~ n  from t h e  whi te  Fatkiers and Dominic Coyle,  an A s s i s t a n t  
E d i t o r  o f  t h e  London F i n a n c i a l  Times and E d i t o r  o f  t h e  European and 
US E d i t i o n s  r e f l e c t e *  on t h e s e  expe r i ence s .  

S o l i d a r i t y  w i th  t h e  poor emerqed a s  a kev i s s u e  and t h e  poor a s  
be inq  themselves  e v a n a e l i z e r s  and t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e i r  own l i b e r a t i o n .  
D i f f e r e n t  deq ree s  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e  our  own involvement wi th  
t he  poor .  Femaininq n e u t r a l ,  avoidinrr c o l i t i c a l  involvement ,  n o t  
" t a k i n a  s i d e s " ,  become less and less a c c e p t a h l e .  "Phys ic ian  h e a l  
t h y s e l f "  i s  addressed  t o  a l l  members of SZDOS. file a r e  cha l l enoed  t o  
make c l e a r  c h o i c e s ;  admit  n re ju r l i ces ;  r e - a s se s s  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
wea l t h ,  our  own involvement i n  s t r u c t u r e s  of power, o u r  i d e n t i t y  a s  
m i s s i o n a r i e s .  

sle need t o  be  c l c a r  ahout  o u r  messiqe,  our  own need f o r  i n t e r n a l  
d i a l o g u e ,  f o r  d i a loque  wi th  t h e  wor ld ,  f o r  communicatinq. 

The Seminar asked some s ea r ch ing  q u e s t i o n s  o f  members: Is it 
p o s s i b l e  t o  remain w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  miss ionary  
l i f e  and s t i l l  he  i n  t o t a l  s o l i d a r i t y  w i th  t h e  poor? Can o u r  comun i -  
t ies  suppor t  and accompany the " innova tors"  who s h a r e  t h i s  t o t a l  
s o l i d a r i t y ?  ?ha t  a r e  t h e  consequences f o r  format ion? what k ind  of 



s n i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  v io l ence"  i s  needed? Few o f  u s  foresaw t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
t h i s  Seminar would t a k e .  
(SDOS B u l l e t i n  19R5/Nos. 7 e Y c o n t a i n s  t h e  f u l l  r e p o r t ) .  

iii) Bib l e  & Mission: Puebla de sc r i bed  Sacred S c r i p t u r e  a s  t h e  "Soul 
o f  evanne l i a a t i on" .  That  was t h e  theme of +he 

t h i r d  SEDOS Seminar o f  t h e  yea r  a t t e n d e d  by 50 members. F r .  Ludqer 
F e l d k a p e r ,  a Divine r+Tord Missionary and P i e t  R i j k s ,  a S p i r i t a n ,  
spoke t o  t h e  Seminar. The i r  t a l k s  t r a c e d  t h e  qrowth i n  knowledge o f  
and l o v e  f o r  t h e  B ib l e  r o s u l t i n q  f ram t h e  Second Vat ican  Counc i l ,  t h e  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  d i v e r s i t y  o f  languanes  i n  which t h e  B ib l e  is pub l i shed  
and t h e  i n c r e a s i n o  importance o f  t h e  B i b l e  i n  Miss ion.  Mi s s iona r i e s  
a r e  c o m i t t e d  t o  ecumenical  co-operat ion a s  never  b e f o r e .  They qave 
examples o f  how t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  can b r i n g  
people i n t o  c o n f l i c t  wi th  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic power 
s t r u c t u r e s  and l e a d  t o  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  v io l ence  and martyrdom. The 
Vorld Fede ra t i on  of  t h e  Ca tho l i c  B i b l i c a l  A w s t o l a t e  from wk.ich b o t h  
speakers  came t r a c e s  i t s  o r i q i n s  t o  Ca rd ina l  Rea. I ts  p r e s e n t  pa t ron  
is Ca rd ina l  r*? i l l ebrands .  They ~ r o p o s e d  a s s o c i a t e  membership i n  the 
Fede ra t i on  t o  SEDOC memhers. (See SEMS B u l l e t i n  1985/No.16, December 
1985 f o r  t h e  Repo r t ) .  

Sedos h a s  now orqan ised  fou r  major r e s i d e n t i a l  Seminars and t e n  
one-day Seminars on c u r r e n t  miss ion  i s s u e s  fo l lowinq  the Research 
Seminar on t h e  F u t u r e  o f  Mission h e l d  i n  1981. 

i) OWE: A d e l e q a t i o n  from t h e  Commission f o r  raorld Mission and 
Evange l i z a t i on  ( C T W )  o f  t h e  World Counci l  o f  Churches,  

reneva was r ece ived  bv an  extended Execu t ive  Cormnittee of SEDOS i n  
A p r i l ,  1985. Gene S tockwel l ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  CI<iE?E w a s  accompanied 
by Jean Stromberg,  Assoc i a t e  e d i t o r  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Review of 
Miss ion,  I on  B r i a  of the Orthodox Church and Raymond Fung. S r .  Joan 
Delaney, W . ,  of  t h e  Vat ican S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  Unity a l s o  
accompanied t h e  group. 

Vivien Bowman, RSCJ, C l a i r e  Himbault ,  m H ,  I r e n e  Mathias ,  FMM, 
and F r .  Pape, dD; jo ined  t h e  members o f  t h e  Execu t ive  Committee f o r  
t h e  meet inq.  The qroup exchanged t h e i r  main concerns  on Mission to-day 
and aqreed t o  examine how t h e y  cou ld  meet more o f t e n  i n  an in formal  
manner. CiiME rrembers w i l l  he  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  Seminars o rgan i s ed  
by  SEDOS and SEDOS w i l l  c o l l a b o r a t e  wi th  t h e  Cr*?PrE c o n s u l t a t i o n  
scheduled t o  he h e l d  i n  1'338. 

ii) Aarhus U n i v e r s i t y  A qroup of  45 p r o f e s s o r s  and s t u d e n t s  from 
t h e  combined deper tments  o f  Theology and 

~ - 

H i s t o r y  at. h r h u s  m e t  w i t h  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  qroup from SEDOS on t h e  
occasion of  t h e i r  v i s i t  t o  Rome i n  Yay. They were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
in format ion  on t h e  cha l l enqes  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  i m ~ l i e d  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Rorr.an Ca tho l i c  Church i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  
t h e  Danish Lutheran Church which i s  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  t o  t h e  Danish 
n a t i o n  and c u l t u r e ;  t h e  demands of  i n c u 1 t u r a t i o n : t h e  t e n s i o n s  between 
b a s i c  communities, l o c a l  Churches and t h e  s t r t l c t u r e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
Church; d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  P r o t e s t a n t  p ro se iy t i sm;  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  
Orders  and r e l i g i o u s  S o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  Zhurch and i t s  miss ion:  t h e  
mar ty rs :  how t h e  Church comes t o  ? r i p s  w i th  sha r i nu  i n  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  
of t h c  l e a s t  of i t s  members. 



Tro such mee t inqs ,  one on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sudan t o  have been 
aderessed  bv Giuseppina T r e s o l d i ,  SVC, and a n o t h e r  on t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  of blission S t u d i e s  1985 meet ing i n  H a r a r e .  "abwe t o  
have been addressed  by t h e  Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r v  d i d  n o t  i n  f a c t  t a k e  
d a c e .  

4 ,  SEDOS BULLETIN 

An e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  SEDOS R u l l e t i n  was c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  beq in-  
im of t h e  v e a r .  

Ia'e r e c e i v e d  5 2  completed assessment  forms,  n o t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
number, h u t  cominn from p l a c e s  a s  f a r  away a s  b'epal, S r i  Lanka, 
R r a z i l ,  T r i n i d a d .  I n d i a ,  Canada, Pauua Mew Guinea,  Guyana, Z a i r e ,  P e r u ,  
I r e l a n d ,  P o r t u o a l ,  Swizer land and Rome. 90% of r e s m n d e n t s  a s s e s s e d  
t h e  R u l l e t i n  a s  " e x c e l l e n t "  o r  "verv qood" a s  r e g a r d s  q e n e r a l  a s s e s s -  
m n t  and c h o i c e  o f  a r t i c l e s .  Here a r e  a  few of t h e  comments we 
r e c e i v e d .  

" A t  t h i s  remove, w e  u s e  SEDOq p r i n c i p a l l y  a s  a  source  of a r t i c l e s  
t o  be  cop ied  f o r  members f o r  r e f l e c t i o n . .  .we would p r e f e r  t o  pay more 
and have a  Por tuquese  e d i t i o n "  (Guyana).  

"Thounh I f i n d  c u r r e n t  a r t i c l e s  a lmos t  a lways i n t e r e s t i n q  t h e r e  
a r e  two a r e a s  it r a r e l y  touches :  a )  Oceania oets a lmos t  no mention 
b )  we never  see mission/Church from t h e  v i e q i n t  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  
o f  m i s s i o n . .  ." (Papua-New Guinea) . 

"The R u l l e t i n  5 f i n d  7rer.r s t i m u i a t i n q .  The more w e  h e a r  of 
e x p e r i e n c e s  on anv  a s p c t  o f  miss ion  to-day t h e  better. I t ' s  one 
B u l l e t i n  I never  f a i l  t o  r e a d  - o t h e r s  a r e  passed  o v e r  s o  t h a t  speaks  
f o r  i t s e l f "  ( I r e l a n d )  . 

"The B u l l e t i n  i s  e x c e l l e n t ,  t h e  h e s t .  t h i n q  t h a t  comes o u t  o f  Rome, 
keep it up each  two weeks. I t  crives u s  a r t i c l e s  which most o f  u s  
would o t h e ~ w i s e  never  s e e  and q e n e r a l l y  t h e v  a r e  w e l l  chosen ..:' 
(Rome) . 

" D ' a u t r e s  e d i t i o n s ?  j ' a i m e r a i s  b i e n  v o i r  une e d i t i o n  dans  une l anque  
l a t i n e  - ou l e  f r a n q a i s ,  ou l l i t a l i e n . . . o u  l e  ~ o r t u q a i s ! "  ( L i s b o n ) .  

"I f i n d t h e R u l l e t i n  i n t e r e s t i n q ,  w i t h  a oood v a r i e t y ,  c i ~ a l l e n q i n q  
and*ought provokinu f o r  t o - d a y ' s  wor ld ,  i n t e n r a t i n q  f a i t h - j u s t i c e ,  
l o c a l - u n i v e r s a l ,  u s e f u l  n o t  o n l y  immediately b u t  a l s o  l a t e r  on.  It 
helDs me p e r s o n a l l v  i n  mv m i n i s t r y ,  r e t r e a t s  e t c .  I have sometimes 
c i r c u l a t e d  a r t i c l e s  o r  e x t r a c t s  ..." ( I n d i a )  . 

"Cont inue ,  p l e a s e ,  t o  h e l n  us  p u t  o u r  f i n q e r  on t h e  s i q n i f i c a n t  
d e v e l o ~ m e n t s  i n  Mission hv t h e  T h i r d  i l o r l d ,  ( I lani la '7R)  - t h e  whole 
movement o f  s o l i d a r i t y ,  exchanqe,  common v e n t u r e s  between Churches 
i n  t h e  Southern H e m i s ~ h e r e " .  

"You a r e  doinq a  v e r v  nood and n e c e s s a r y  job.  K e e ~  it up and 
keen vour i d e n t i t v '  ( S w i t z e r l a n d ) .  

"I t a k e  t h i s  o u p o r t u n i t y  t o  thank  you f o r  sendinq t h e  Sedos 
B u l l e t i n  r e q u l a r l y .  I r e a d  e v e r y  l i n e  an? a p p r e c i z ~ t e  e v e r y t h i n ? .  I 
must s a y  I Find it d i f f i c u l t .  t o  make a  '$in?. of q u a n t i t a t i v e  assessment  
and I t h o u q h t  I igould make t h e  fo l lowinn  s u q q e s t i o n s :  



1) More Factual in fo rmat ion  th inqs  t h a t  Reliuious and P'lssionary 
I n s t i t u t e s  a c t u a l l v  do;  new ventures ,  new m i n i s t r i e s ,  ... u l l l  
theolonica l  missiolorrical r e f l e c t i o n  e i t h e r  bv the  r e p o r t e r s  
themselves o r  by the  SEMS s t a f f .  

2 )  The format coulc? be more n leasant  and uresentable  - sonlethinq l i k e  
PPOl Rul le t in  on Nerr t r i n i s t r i e s  - i f  it i s  economically w s s i b l e .  

3) Somethinu on S ~ i r i t u a l i t y  For to-dav: t h e r e  i s  a hunner f o r  a 
s ~ i r i t u a l i t v  t h a t  makes " f a i t h - i u s t i c e "  dimensions meet a t  one 
focal  m i n t  - C h r i s t .  Therefore a search f o r  a Chr is to loqica l  
b a s i s  f o r  such a s u i r i t r ~ a l i t v  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  the "uneasiness" of 
some r e l i u i o u s  with renar.7 t o  contemporarv forms of apos to la te  has 
t o  be a l l ave3 .  Nolan's ~ i e c e  belongs t o  t h a t  cateqorv and I am 
sure many r e l i q i o u s  would auurecia te  it: 
These a r e  t h r e e  ' a d d i t i o n a l '  concerns I wish you a t t end  t o ,  and 
I w a n t  t o  assure you t h a t  the  Bu l l e t in  i s  exce l l en t  a s  it i s  an< 
I always look forward t o  readinq it. I t  i s  encouraqinq f o r  most 
of u s  i n  t he  neriphery t o  knorr t h a t  a t  the  Centre the re  i s  an 
OASIS o f  f r e sh  thinkinq.  

"We sometimes f ind  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  a r e  uuhlished i n  o the r  b u l l e t i n s  ... 
t h i s  may 5e inevi table"  ( I t a l v )  . 

"Non s o l t a n t o  Inolese!" (Poma) 

"The SEDOS s u l l e t i n s  a re  q r e a t l y  annreciated f o r  they a r e  t h e  f r u i t  
of a "Study-research" on mission to-day. I t  h o l ~ s  when each E u l l e t i n  
cen t res  on a m r t i c u l a r  thene . . ." (Rome) . 

Resnonclents were about equal ly  Aivided on the  quest ion of whether 
SEDOQ P u l l e t i n  should he oublished twice or  once monthly. In qeneral  
overseas resuondents  referred twice monthly. 

New arranqements: A ncrber of dec i s i cns  were taken t h i s  year  regarding 
t h e  a?ni- . is trnt ive s ide  of the  Bu l l e t in .  These were 

taken a s  a r e s u l t  of the  reconmendations made a t  the  1984 A.G.M. about 
poss ib le  savinqs.  As of Sentemher 1925: 
- The Bul le t in  i s  issued once ins tead  of twice a month; 
- Comnlimentarv copies t o  member s o c i e t i e s  a re  f ixed a t  th ree ;  
- r \ l l  b u l l e t i n s  a r e  de l ivered  bv mai l ;  
- Additional Bu l l e t ins  t o  memher Soc ie t i e s  a r e  paid f o r  a t  a low 

c o s t .  
I.le a r e  now ~ r i n t i n o  about 100 Bul l e t ins  l e s s  a s  a r e s u l t  of these 

measures. 
v7e send a considerable rider of Rv l l e t ins  S i r e c t l y  overseas t o  

Reqional Superiors an4 o t h e r s  a t  the  request  of SEDOS members. This  
i s  a se rv ice  which is increas inqly  availed o f .  

Incomes - 1985 

Memhershiu Fees 
Bank I n t e r e s t  
Royalt ies  
' i u l l e t in  
Sundry 

Tota l :  



Exnenses 

o n e r a t i n o  FxWnses  
Q u l l e t i n  
Personnel  

D e f i c i t  
Loss on Fxchanoe r a t e  

SEDOS i s  f i nanced  e n t i r e l y  from t h e  membership Fees .  Followinq 
a pe r i od  of  t h r e e  y e a r s  w i thou t  anv i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  f e e s  w e r e  r a i s e d  
f o r  t h i s  vea r  t o  ITL 1.612.500 f o r  members whose Gene ra l a t e s  a r e  i n  
Rome and ITL 806.?50 f o r  ove r sea s  Gene ra l a t e s .  I n  n r a c t i c e  this was 
1.500.000 and 750.000 f o r  t h e  11 month pe r i od  of t h e  ? r e s e n t  f i n a n c i a l  
year .  

Althouqh t h e  i n c r e a s e  was approved a t  l a s t  y e a r ' s  meet inq some 
exnressed  d i s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  t he  l a c k  of p r i o r  n o t i c e .  I t  was dec ided  
t o  c l o s e  .SEDOS F i n a n c i a l  vea r  i n  f u t u r e  on November 30 i n  o r d e r  t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of the F i n a n c i a l  Report  b e f o r e  t h e  ACM. 
T h i s  ha s  heen done. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  a ch i eve  a balanced budoet  i n  1986 our  T rea su re r  is 
n r o w s i n a  t h a t  f e e s  w i l l  be r a ~ s e d  t o  ITL 1.650.00[7 f o r  ?!embers w i th  
Wner ; l l a tes  i n  Qome and t o  ITL R15.000 f o r  Overseas members - an 
i nc r ea se  of less t h a n  3%. 

P look hack a t  SEPOs f e e s  i s  r e v e a l i n g .  IF 1Q76 t h e  f e e  was 
ITL 500.000, which accord inq  t o  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  ISTAT i s  t h e  
e q u i v a l e n t  o f  ITL 1.634.RS0 i n  19R4! (ISTAT reckons t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  
" cos to  d e l l a  v i t a "  a t  3.2firi7) . 

l"e f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  members w i l l  r e a d i l y  uay t h e  adE i t i ona1  f e e  
and we count  on t h e i r  q e n e r o s i t v  t o  arrree t o  a mcze qenerous  i n c r e a s e  
i f  s e r v i c e s  are t o  he expanded. 

we r e o m a n i s e s  t h e  s t a f f i n q  of  t he  Documentation Cent re  a s  o f  
September t h i s  vear  - a q a i n  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  reduce  c o s t s .  S r .  B m e t t a  
ha s  r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  US a f t e r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  of c o l l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  SFDOS 
an? t he  s e r v i c e s  of rJs .  I n q r i d  Resch have been d i spensed  wi th .  P a r t -  
t i m e  s t a f f  has  been i nc r ea sed  and t h e  Sacred Hear t  S i s t e r s  have ve ry  
k ind lv  seconded S r .  Aqnes Hoormann t o  come once a week. 

sr9OS a p w a l s  u r q e n t l v  t o  i t s  llembers f o r  two peoole  each  of  whom 
would s t a f f  t h e  Centre  on a lnorninq each week. A f a i r  knowledse o f  
lanouanes  ( I t a l i a n  French,  Fnol i sh)  and some ex,ner ience of l i b r a r y  o r  
documentation work i s  nece s sa ry  and expe r i ence  o f  Mission would h e l p .  

r r i s s io  Munich and wCC Ceneva have been i n  c o n t a c t  !with SEDOS 
about  n o s s i b l e  co-onera t ion  between t h e i r  documentation c e n t r e s  and o u r s .  
- h i s  w i l l  be  pursued d u r i n o  t h e  cornin4 v e a r .  S t a f f i n n  is t h e  q r e a t  oro- 
blem h e r e .  m e  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  do much o u b l i c i t v  ahout  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  
a v a i l a h l e  u n t i l  t h e  s t a f " i n q  problem i s  so lved .  ?leanwhile the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a comnuter i s  he inq  s t u d i e d .  



The S p i r i t  of col labora t ion  between members of t h e  SEDOS Assembly, 
the Execntive C o m i t t e e  and the  S e c r e t a r i a t  i s  one of the  v l t a l  c h a -  
a c t e r i s t i c s  of SEDO?. 

we have been involved durinq the  w a r  i n  col labora t ion  with many 
orrranisations. Amon0 them. 

- The Conareqation f o r  the  Evancelisation of Peoples and Commission 
"10": 

- Commission "6" of the  USC,/UISG; 

- The Vatican Sec re ta r i a t e  f o r  Chr is t ian  Unity; 
- The Vatican S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  Non-Christian Rel.isions; 
- The Unions of Superior Cenerals of ra'omen 8 Pen. 

- The . lust ice & Peace Office of USC-/UISG with whom SEDOS co-sponsored 
the  Seminar "Vomen & Men i n  Ministry" i n  Apri l  of t h i s  year .  This  o+f ice  
helped SEVOS i n  the  preliminar\r consul ta t ions  which were h e l d  in  prep- 

a r a t i o n  +or our Seminar on J u s t i c e  and Evancfelization. !"e thanlc 
Srs .  P a t r i c i a  Frost  of Jus t i ce  & Peace and L a ~ r a  J e m  6pae:t. ?CAD; 
a l s o  Srs.  Dorothy Sujold and Bettv Ann l'aheu of IIISG a l l  of whom have 
returned t o  the  rls. They were always nenerous w i t h  t h e i r  a s s i s t ance  
and col labora t ion .  

- The Vorld Council of churches and t h e i r  Commission on I,lorld Mission 

and Evanqelisation; 

- Missio-Aachen, plisereor, Missio-Munchen, Pro ?"di [Vita and Se l ly  
Oak Colleqes,  Riminoham with a i l  of whom w e  have r e l a t i o n s  o r  a r e  i n  
the  orocess o f  huildinq them: 

- The United S t a t e s  Catholic  Piss ion  P,ssociation (USCthA) o f  which 
SZDOS i s  a member. F r .  TJelene O'Sullivan attended t h e i r  Annual General 
meetinq a t  r';lsh:nnton in  hlovember a s  a  "Pre-Reoresentative" o f  SEDOS. 

8. FAITH AIJE CULTIIRX 

T3e Executive Secretarv at tended a f i v e  d.ay seminar on t h i s  t o p i c  
a t  the  Centre f o r  Vorld Concerns a t  nunuesne i!niversity i n  May. The 
paners and Seminar senor t  w i l l  be published shor t ly .  They a r e  of a  
verv hiqh standard and a re  ava i l ab le  i n  the  Documentation Centre. 
Amoncr the  speakers were hlichael Pmaladoss S J ,  member of our Executive 
Committee, Donald Senior C.P . , Virn i l  Elizondo, 'shishikll T s h i b a n v ,  
Auxil iary Rishor, of Kinshasa, Josenh Francis  S1II1, Auxil iary Pishoo 
06 Newark, Pobert Schre i t e r  C.Pp.S. and many o t h e r s .  

q. PEOPLE AT SEDOS 

i) There a r e  a t  oresent  57 member Soc ie t i e s ,  22 o* women, 35 of men. 

The Society of the  Child Jesus (SHC.?) renewed t h e i r  membership 
of SEDOS. (Executive Committee dec i s ion ,  April  29, 1985).  The 
Superior r ene ra l  i s  Sr. Elizabeth Mary S t r ~ l b  and the SEWS Deleqate, 
F r .  Caroline Conwav. Address: Via clella f4aqlianella 375, 00166 
soma; Tel .  69.61 .W2. 

The Ordo Sacrae Crucis (OX-Crosiers) is  another  new member. 
( ~ x e c u t i v e  C o m i t t e e  dec i s ion ,  October 23rd, 19P5) . Thelr  
Superior General i s  Fr .  Lambert Craus, act' the Qeleqate ,  James 
Qemmerswaal. 



Dadress: I l ia  d e l  r le labro 19 ,  00186 W.orna. T e l .  57.03.335 
r*'elcome t o  both! 
The E 'ar ianhi l l  Mi s s iona r i e s  s u s ~ e n d e d  membership nendinn t h e i r  r e n e r a l  
Chapter and t h e  P r o t h e r s  o f  San Gab r i e l e  have w i thd ra in .  

ii) The Execut ive  C o r n i t t e e .  The C a m i t t e e  is a s  f o l l ows .  

(E l ec t ed )  

P r e s i d e n t  : P r .  Henry Heekeren,  SVP 

T7ice P r e s i d e n t  . S r .  Helen ?lcLaunhlin, RSC.1 - 
T r e a s u r e r  : F r .  Leo Paul Vober t ,  OPT1 

F r .  l j i chae l  F i t z o e r a l d ,  FA 
S r .  t l a rqare t  Lo f tu s ,  SMDM 
Sr .  Giusennina T r e s o l d i ,  

Execu t ive  

s e c r e t a r v  F r .  Villie Jenk inson ,  CSSn. 

Dec . I982 

Dec. 1982 (2nd Term) 
D e C .  198d (2nd Term) 
Dec .I984 
D e c .  1982 

(Appointed) 

J u l v  1983 (2nd Term) 

The n r e s i d e n t  F r .  Heekeren, t h e  T r e a s u r e r ,  F r .  Leo Pau l  Plobert, 01'1 
and S r .  C i u s e ~ ~ i n a  T r e s o l d i ,  SWC a r e  cornoletinrr t h e i r  terns of  
o f f i c e  i n  Decamber, 1985. 
The Committee m e t  on December 19,  19R4 and i n  1995 on January 30, 
4 n r l l  29, June 6 ,  J u l v  2 ,  Sentenber  10,  October 23 and Novellber 20. 
t reet inos  t a k e  p l a c e  from 15.30 t o  18.00 h r s .  a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  
t i  1  Averace a t t endance  w a s  80% a t  t h e  mee t inqs .  

iii) The S e c r e t a r i a t e  - 

Jacinths Alaqiah i s  r e s n o n s i b l e  f o r  S e c r e t a r i a l  work and t h e  
t v n i n n  and s e t t i n q  of  t h a  C u l l e t i n .  
Pnt iqone Llovd is r e s n o n s i b l e  f o r  n r i n t i n o  and d i s ~ a t c h i n q  t h e  
9 u l l e t i n  an* a s s i s t s  i n  t h e  Documentation Cent re .  
P h i l i n ~ a  T.'ooldriiiqe, Yathleen Enaland, [ J r su l ine  S i s t e r  : and 
S r .  Annes uoormann, Sacred Heart S i s t e r .  t'ork  art-time i n  t h e  
nocumentation c e n t r e .  ro l lowinn  sr . ~ o n e t t a '  s d e p a r t u r e  f o r  t h e  
V.S. a'ter s i x t ~ e n  y e a r s  wi th  SELXlS, P h i l i n p a  and Kathleen a r e  
t h e  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  p a s t .  They know where every th inq  i s  - o r  should 
he! B r .  Aqnes is a  newcomer - rue n el come h e r  s i n c e r e l y  and thank  
h e r  and t h e  r ac r ed  I l e a r t  S i s t e r s  f o r  t h i s  service which i s  o f f e r e d  
v o l u n t a r i l v .  
1~'illie Jenk inson ,  S ~ i r i t a n  i s  Execu t ive  S e c r e t a r y .  

10) 1984 CENF4AL ASSEMRLV 

F i n a l l y  a  look back t o  l a s t  y e a r ' s  1984 r e n e r a l  Assembly a s se s sed  
by t h e  Pxecu t i ve  Committee t o  have heen a  r e a l  improvement on t h e  1983 
meet inn.  Attendance was Inproved, t h e r e  was more n a r t 4 c i p a t i c n - p a r t i o -  

u l a r l y  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  on f e e s !  and s e v e r a l  qood. p roposa l s  were 
t a b l e d .  PTot a l l  of t h e s e  have heen Eollo~.red up: it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
a s s e s s  t o  what e x t e n t  the .SEDOS S t a t i s t i c s  have been e x p l o i t e d  by 
pembers. no p r o a r e s s  has  been made on a  S ~ a n i s h  e ? i t i o n  o f  t h e  B u l l e t i n :  
rre have n o t  succeeded i n  a r r a n q i n g  in formal  mee t inqs  t o  s h a r e  expe r i ence s  
o f  i n c u l t u r a t i o n :  we have had n r a c t i c a l l y  no ' u ,~ - ? i a t i nq '  informal  meet- 
i n n s  on  c u r r e n t  miss ion  s i t u a t i o n s ;  and w e  have s c a r c e l y  moved towards  
irnnlernentinq l a s t  y e a r ' s  p roposa l  on  f a c i l i t a t i n c !  menbers' s t udy  and 
r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e o l o a i e s  o f  l i b e r a t i o n .  



n G / l l  

Puhlishinq SEDOS Rul le t in  once a month has r e l i eved  pressure on 
the  S e c r e t a r i a t  s t a f f .  It  has  achieved only a modest reduction i n  
c o s t s .  

r% have answered a numher of quer i e s  on Refugees but have no t  
succeeded i n  accomoanyin0 nro. Joe Jansen i n  any formal way w i t h  h i s  
Pefunee proqramme. Individual  members have followed h i s  request  f o r  
co-oneration and this is much a ~ n r e c i a t e d .  

a f t e r  t h i s  r a t h e r  aloomy r e c i t a l  of thinrrs not clone we  look 
ahead t o  t h e  c m i n q  months and year .  Rere a r e  some of the  a c t i v i t i e s  
foreseen f o r  1486 i n  addi t ion  t o  t h e  every-day work of the  S e c r e t a r i a t  
the  Documentation Centre and t h e  B u l l e t i n .  

1 .  There w i l l  be t h e  Annual Res ident ia l  Seminar a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  
which w i l l  he held t h i s  year  from Mav 6 t h  t o  l o t h ,  a chanre from the  
usual  March da te .  The Seminar w i l l  dea l  with an important top ic :  

TRIRD 1"09LD !lTEOLOGIES 

IhT RELATION TO THE ?IISSIOI.I OF W CAlJRCH 

"The aim of t h i s  Seminar w i l l  be t o  hecome aware of the  p r i n c i p a l  
t h r u s t s  of theologica l  r e f l e c t i o n  i n  Asia, Afr ica  and Lat in  
America and t o  r e f l e c t  on how these could qua l i fy  t!!e concrete 
qoa l s ,  t a s k s  and p r i o r i t i e s  of mission i n  each area" .  The t o p i c  
f o r  t h e  October and December Seminars w i l l  be f i n a l i s e d  followinq 
t h e  Annual Assembly. 

2 .  I n  r e s m n s e  t o  a widely expressed reques t  a t  the  Plarch 1985 Seminar 
i n  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  t he  Executive Committee has  benun t o  examine what 
could be done t o  r e s ~ o n d  t o  s i t u a t i o n s  of danner when miss ionar ies ,  o r  
neonle associa ted  with them, a re  a r r e s t e d ,  imprisoned, t o r t u r e d  o r  
k i l l e d .  Such c r i s e s  have a f fec ted  many members i n  the  pas t  year ( P I T ,  
Comkonis, Redemntorists, S n i r i t a n s ,  J e s u i t s ,  m i t e  Fathers  e t c . !  . There is 
l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  s o l i d a r i t y  and co l l abora t ive  ac t ion  helped t o  ob ta in  
the  r e l ease  of the  "Neqros Nine" - t h r e e  p r i e s t s  and six lay  p o p l e  
i n  1994. They had been imprisoned i n  the  Ph i l ipp ines  f o r  the  a l l w e d  
murder of a l o c a l  c i t y  mayor. An o u t l i n e  of SOLIDARITY I N  CRISIS is 
beinn tabled  a t  the  Pssemhly and we w i l l  pursue t h i s  durinq the months 
ahead. 

3. The continuinq debate ahout a t t i t u d e s  t o  THEOWTIES OF LIBERATION 
concerns many SEDOS me-rs. The Conoreoation f o r  t h e  B c t r i n e  of the  
r a i t h  i s  t o  puhlish a more pos i t ive  document about them bu t  no d a t e  
i s  v e t  indica ted .  In t h e  meantime those who l i v e  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  of 
mission where theoloqies  of l i b e r a t i o n  a r e  not j u s t  a matter  f o r  d i s -  
cussion ant1 theory  bu t  poss ib ly  of l i f e  and death ,  ask f o r  guidance 
and s u p o r t .  We had ho.~ed t o  deal  with t h i s  during 1984. We have 
a l ready made arranaements f o r  e a r l y  i n  1985. 

4 .  Another prouosal emerqing a t  t h e  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  Seminnr con- 
cerned what SEDOS members could do t o  follow t h e  CHALLENGE TO TWFIR 
INSTITUTES a r i s i n n  from t h e  Seminar's f ind ings  on j u s t i c e  and s o l i f -  

a r i t v  with the  poor. The Annual Assembly w i l l  be asked to consider  
these  challenqes. 



5 .  F r o t h e r  me J a n s e n ' s  Newsletter t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  number of 
RENGEPP I N  ROFC c o n t i n u e s  unabated and t h e i r  l ivincr c o n d i t i o n s  and 
nene ra l  s i t u a t i o n  hes  n o t  improved. Can SEDOS members i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  
e F f o r t s  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h i s  problem on t h e i r  d o o r s t e ~  i n  t h e  months 
aheaP? 

6 .  Should SEDOS cons ide r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n q  i m ~ o r t a n c e  of "LAITY I N  
"ISSTOY" i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  1987 svnod on t h e  La i t y?  

7 .  There i s  a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  un f in i shed  bus ine s s  of 1984 t o  be  taken-.up 
o r  ahanrlonec' : 
- W F R  LAPIGUAGF EDITIONS o r  ~ a r t i a l  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  SEDOS B u l l e t i n :  

- IWIILTIIRATION - s h a r i n v  of p r a c t i c a l  ex_wr iences :  

- " I IP -D~TING" / I~~ORI~AI .  'PFTINGS - t h e r e  a r c  SO many e x ~ c r i e n c e s  of 

v i s s i o n  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  cou ld  be shared  t o  t h e  q r e a t  advantage of  
o t h e r  %nos members hv t hose  r e t u r n i n g  from v i s i t s  t o  s i t u a t i o n s  
of miss ion .  

STAFF 1980 

There i s  qood news. A f t e r  many unsucces s fu l  a t t e m p t s  t o  f i l l  
t h e  p o s t  of A s s i s t a n t  Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y ,  w e  a r e  q l a d  t o  announce 
t h a t  irelene O 'Su l l i van  of  t h e  !lazyknoll S i s t e r s  ha s  been appoin ted  t o  
t h i s  .post a s  from January  1986. S r .  Helene worked f o r  a  nilmber of 
y e a r s  i n  Hongkon? and f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  h a s  headed. t h e  O f f i c e  
of S o c i a l  Concerns o f  t h e  Maryknoll S i s t e r s  a t  t h e i r  New York Bead- 
q u a r t e r s .  r'e thank t h e  P'aryknoll s i s t e r s  f o r  seconPing S i s t e r  Belene 
t o  t h i s  p o s t  and ex tend  t o  h e r  a  h e a r t y  welcome. 

MID A LOOK BACF 

Twentv one y e a r s  ago ,  i n  June 1964, seven ~ e o n l e  met t o  c o l l a b -  
o r a t e  i n  Facina t o q e t h e r  t h e  cha l l enae  o f  t h e  miss ion  of t h a t  day .  
The nroun was made up of  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  fo l lowinn:  S c h e u t i s t s  . 
Sacred Hear t  F a t h e r s ,  Capuchins ,  Ob la t e s ,  S o c i e t y  o f  P f r i c a n  Pflissions, 
Soc i e ty  o f  t h e  n i v i n e  M r d  and lhihite F a t h e r s .  I t  was a t  t h a t  meet inn 
SKDOS was founder1 wi th  F r .  Schu t t e ,  STrT, a s  t h e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t .  

Five yea r s  l a t e r  !.hen SEDOS nunbered ' i h i r t v  miss ionary  i n s t i t u t e s  
of nen and women it h e l d  a  fnur-dav Symnosium on t he  theme: F i s s i o n  
Theolony f o r  Our Tives .  The ~ a r t i c i u a n t s  heard  r r .  MondE, Sl lper ior  
General  of t h e  Soc ie tv  of Afr ican  ?. ' ission and t h e  t h e n  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
SEDOS, e x u l a i n  f r a n k l y  and c l e a r l > i  whv t h e  Symposium had been a r r anqed .  

It must he s a i d ,  w i thou t  e m i v o c a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  miss ionary  i n s t i -  
t u t e s  a r e  n r e o c c u ~ i e d ,  worr ied and u n c e r t a i n  about  t h e  f u t u r e  of 
m i s s ions .  Th i s  i s  no t  t o  i n d u l s e  i n  wssimism. I n  a chanqinq 
world which fiai1.v poses  new nroblems, it i s  n e r f e c t l v  normal t h a t  
t he  miss ionary  world a l s o  shoold a sk  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  i t s  own 
Funct ion i n  t h i s  r a n i d  and o"cen r a d i c a l  e v o l u t i o n .  

John Pober . ' , 'A e l a b o r a t e s  on irhat s t a t emen t  i n  h i s  :?ISSIObI 
T9FOLOc-Y TODAV (Looos Sooks,  1R70) from which t h e  above quote  is taken:  

That  *%.rch even in9  bras t h e  cu lmina t ion  and f r u i t  of two y e a r s  o f  
5opino and ~ l a n n i n n  hv t h e  SEi7OS i n s t i t u t e s .  SEDOS i s  a  co-opera t ive  
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venture on the p a r t  of a number of missionary i n s t i t u t e s ,  throuqh 
which they aim a t  c lose r  and more e f f i c i e n t  col labora t ion i n  
o r a c t i c a l  aoos to l i c  a c t i v i t y .  I ts ult imate purpose is t o  ensure 
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t e s  i n  the same mission t e r r i t o r y  w i l l  be 
ab le  t o  work toqether d i r e c t l y  on common pro jec t s  and problems, 
and thus make more e f f e c t i v e  use of t h e i r  combined resources of 
man-r and means. In  mission countr ies  several  i n s t i t u t e s  
work s ide  by s i d e .  Rut much of the  time thev work qu i t e  
independently, with l i t t l e  o r  no exchanse of information between 
them. To imprare t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  prec i se ly  the  aim of SEDOS. 

On t h i s ,  the 21 Anniversary: ve s a l u t e  t h a t  f i rs t -aroup of 
founders and t h e i r  fo res iqh t  end i n v i t e  you t o  examine whether SEDOS 
responds t o  the challenges of d i f f e r e n t  times and circumstances to-day. 
One s i q n i f i c a n t  challenqe t o  t h e  missionary i n s t i t u t e s '  understanding 
of mission is the  steady growth of l o c a l  Churches and t h e i r  buraeoning 
missionary vocations.  Now, missionaries ao from, and t o ,  a l l  con- 
t i n e n t s .  A new s t y l e  of misslonary a c t i v i t y  i s  emerqinq. The qroup, 
meetl-nq i n  1964, saw c l e a r l y  t h e  nee6 t o  col labora te  and to  combine 
t h e i r  resources i n  order t o  make an authent ic  proclamation of the 
qomel  i n  t h e i r  time with a l l  t h a t  t h a t  e n t a i l e d .  SEWS needs t o  
face the  s m  challenqe twenty-one years  l a t e r .  

S E W S  IS ,  PBOVE ALL, PEOPLE. "he number of people workinq regu la r ly  
i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  is very small. SEDOS is enhanced by t h e i r  dedicated 
service  and by the  help o f  those who come t o  work i n  t h e  Documentation 
Centre. 

The network of people however, qoes well bevond the S e c r e t a r i a t  
it e ~ t t e r ~ d s  t o  t h e  Executive Committee, t o  the  many who respond t o  b 
request  f o r  he lp  on s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s ,  and indeed t o  a l l  t h e  members,- 
wonlc  who "collaborate and combine t h e i r  resources",  a s  the  cur ren t  
SEWS aim, quoted a t  the  beqinninq of t h i s  Report, puts  it - " t o  Serve 
the Church more e f f e c t i v e l y  in  i t s  missionary a c t i v i t v " .  

Isle in  the S e c r e t a r i a t  thank you s ince re ly  f o r  your support and 
co-operat ion. 

Will ie  ~ e d k i n s o n ,  CSSI,. 
EXECIJTIVE SECRETARY 
SEDOS 



The Annual General Assembly e l ec ted  new o f f i c e r s  t o  t h e  
Executive C o m i t t e e  f o r  the  th ree  year period 1986-1988: 

P res iden t .  -- Sr .  Halen PqcLauqhlin, Superior  r e n e r a l  of t h e  
a e l i a i o u s  S i s t e r s  of t h e  Sacred Heart.  

v ice  P res iden t .  F r .  Francesco P i e r l i ,  Superior General of the  
Combniani.  

The Treasurer .  Fr .  Leo Paul N o h r t  of the  Oblates  re-electec? f o r  
a t h i r d  term of o f f i c e .  

Cornnittee Yemher:Sr. Giusenpina Tresold i  of the  Coinboni S i s t e r s  re -  
e l e c t e d  f o r  a seconr? t e r n .  

A l l  were e l ec ted  on a f i r s t  b a l l o t .  S r .  Balen is the  f i r s t  
woman Pres ident  of SEDCS. I n  accorAance with SEDOS s t a t u t e s  t h e  
Vice Pres ident  i s  then a Superior Ceneral of  a men's I n s t i t u t e  and 
v ice  versa .  The f u l l  C o m i t t e e  i s  noti c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  fol lows:  

Pres ident :  Helen FrcLauqhlin . R S C ~  
Vice Pres ident :  Francesco P i e r l i ,  MCCJ 
Treasurer  : Leo Paul blobert, OM1 
?.?embers : Flichael m a l a d o s s ,  SJ  

Yichael F i t z q e r a l d ,  PA 
Margaret Lof tus ,  SNDb' 
Giuseppina Tresold i ,  S0.q 

Exec. Secre tarv :  v ' i l l ie  Jenkinson, CSSp. 

FATHER ,4EPii7v 1f4@fi1 S'MA 

F r .  Mondd, t ke  l a s t  s l~rviv inq member o f  the ,mall group tht 
f m d e d  sFnnS died oeacettcL2y n t  the aqe o f  76 on December 26th 
l a s t  i:n the SpaA Ceneralate (Via l oce t ta  111, 00164 Qomal. A t  the 
Annual General Asscmblg on 2 O t h  December, 1985 we had ,iust d r m  
a t ten t ion  t o  the fact that  k.. rbn-74 was one o f  the foundem o f  
'%DnS and that  the f i r s t  .TDOS S.yn?-osium was held zmc7er his  .?residencu 
i 1969. 

Fr. rlonr7e' had been i n  f a i l i no  health anr! h i s  death 7~as not 
i m e ~ e c t e d  get we mourn h i s  possinn and nive thanks for  t ke  e x q l e  
o f  71is l i f e .  r.'e r e f l e c t  nqain err idhat he said a t  the opening o f  the 
1959 , S y ~ o s i w :  

"In a changing wor.ld which dai ly  poses new problems, it 11s 
per.fectl!i normnl that  the nn:ssionarg world also should ask 
m s s t i o n s  about i t s  own function i n  t h i s  rapid and o f t e n  
radical evclution . '' 
SirOOS continues t o  ask questions and, hopef7nll:/, t o  sugqest 

d i r e c t i m s  for action i n  the everckmqinn trends i n  ?vfission to-day. Me 
feel  tha t  i s  b~hat Fr. Mondd and the other members o f  the oriqinal .group 
wo~ild want u s  t o  do. May he r e s t  i n  pence wi th  the Lord. 



ASSESSING THE EXTRAORDINARY SYNOD OF BISHOPS 

SEDOS GENE?& ASSEMBLY, UFCEKBER 1985 

(There m r e  four speakers: b d m .  XnseZme Titianma Sanon 
h ! m .  RaphaeZ J!dfrt& PmrnMna ' a  NzeX.7: Fr. .Tacquas h p u i s  SJ; wad Abbot 
D m e r t z  Vcktor, O , 9 .  The FoZZo~rlnq is an account o f  the  individuaZ 
speakers' sh0j.t t u Z k s  i n  the  order o f  t h e i r  presentation and of the 
aeneraZ c i i scuss im i,lh?:ch fo2Zot)edJ. 

t C R .  A N . S L E  T I T I ~ ! A  SANm is Bishop o f  Robo Dioulasso and P re s iden t  - 
o f  t h e  Conference o f  Bishops o f  Upper 
V o l t a  and Niger .  

I was a t  Lorn6 when I heard a b u t  t h e  Synod and I was a s t o n i s h e d  
and wondered what t h e  pumose  of t h e  Synod would be.  I was s u r p r i s e d .  
t o  be asked t o  make an  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  20 y e a r s  a f t e r  Va t ican  I1 
a s  I o n l y  r ece ived  t h e  a u e s t i o n n a i r e  on t h e  6 t h  of June and t h e  eva lu-  
a t i o n  had t o  he  i n  Rome by  .Tune 24 th .  

Our d i s t a n c e s  a r e  very  g r e a t  b u t  we d i d  do a  s v n t h e s i s .  Gur 
response o f  19 paoes  r e f l e c t e d  ou r  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Church as t h e  Family 
o f  cad and ou r  e f f o r t s  t o  evanqc l i z e  whi le  r e s p c t i n g  t h e  demands o f  
i n c u l t u r a t i o n .  Foreiqn press r a m r t s  had made u s  anx ious  and p e r ~ l e x e d .  
There were many rumours t h a t  t h e  Synod wot~ld r e v e r s e  t h e  Counci l  b u t  
t h e  r e c e n t  v i s i t  o f  t h e  Pope t o  A f r i c a  had r ea s su red  u s .  S t i l l  w e  
d i d  no t  know what t o  e x n e c t .  

The o w n i n g  rerror t  o f  Card ina l  Danneels r e a s su red  u s .  The Synod 
would be a c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Counc i l . . . t h e  Church p lac inq  h e r s e l f  i n  
t h e  l i s h t  o f  t h e  r8'ord o f  Cad, c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  C h r i s t ,  
con t inu inq  i t s  miss ion i n  t h e  world today .  

A t  t h e  end of t h e s e  two weeks what do I have t o  b r i n q  hack t o  
Af r i c a?  These a r e  some of my r e f l e c t i o n s .  

1. A s  Synoa F a t h e r s ,  we exper ienced  communion i n  t h e  Assembly 
B a l l ,  l i s t e r i i n q ,  p r av ing  nsharinq.  we l i v e d  Church as an 
expe r i ence  and n o t  a s  an  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

2.  The purpose of t h e  Svnod hecame c l e a r  - t o  coi l t inue Vat ican 11 
a s  a  l i v i n q  t r a d i t i o n .  

3. E r r o r s  were noted fo l lowinq  t h ~  Council  h u t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  s t i f l e  
ou r  houe nor  t h e  dynamism i n  ou r  qroups.  Rather  w e  must c o r r e c t  
t h e  mis takes  i n  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  Council  i t s e l f .  Another t h i n g  
that w e  achieved was t h e  c a l l  t o  a new r ead ing  o f  t h e  Counci l  
t e x t s - *  g l o b a l r e a d i n g  o r  t o t a l  r ead ina  o f  t h e s e  t e x t s .  



4 .  '& e x p e r i e n r d - t h e  Church as a  s i q n  of comnunion and re- 
-il iatian i n  t h e  world: 
- d e w n d e n t  on t h e  word of G c d ;  
- a Church which 52~2s. i t s e l f  by evanuel iz ing ;  
- at t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  Cad i n  p raye r ,  a d o r a t i o n ,  worship: 
- aC t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e w o r l d  t hmuah  on-qoinq d i a l o g w . ( r e  

had w n d e r e d  i f  dialorme was t o  be stopped bu t  it w a s  
a f f i rmed:  There  i s  t o  k dia loque  wi th  a l l - i n c l u d i n q  non 
Cl-zis t ia- is ,  :.~,sIi?.; c k c  . j  ; 

- Some p o i n t s  from which t h e r e  would be no qoinq back were 
r ea f f i rmed  - amonq them t n e  Episcopa l  Conferences.  

I a l s o  have some pe r sona l  conv ic t i ons  a f t e r  this  Synod. 

1. Durinq t h e  Vat ican  IT Council  i was a  s t u d e n t .  Now I am a  
l e q i t i m a t e  h e i r  t o  t h e  Counci l .  Th i s  m t r a o r d i n a r y  synod is 
i n  i t s e l f ,  a p a r t  o f  the  onqoing Synodal p roces s ,  - a  d e v e l o p  
ment from t h e  Counci l ,  

2 .  Vatican I1 i s  a t r e a s u r e  t o  be  c?xploited and used. J t  i s  
not  a  muse1lm. 

3 .  c o l l c q i a l i t y  must be developed - both a f f e c t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e .  
Local b i shops  must s ee  themselves and t h e i r  p r i e s t s  a s  
b r o t h e r s .  The m.urch must become Cornunion. 

4 .  Th i s  Synod must be completed by t h e  synod on t h e  L a i t y  - which 
w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  peonlf o f  God i n  a e n e r a l .  

3 .  youna Churches, younq Conferences of Bishops found themselves 
i n  complete unan ia i t y - l i ke  a t  t h e  f i r s t  Pen tecos t .  We f e l t  
t h a t  w e  were confirmed, t h a t  our c o n t r i b u t i o n  was p o s i t i v e ,  
t h a t  t h e  message of :he Gospel would no  lonqer  be  confined t o  
t h e  model of t h e  Western Church. 

6.  I n c u l t u r a t i o n  conco-rns t h e  whole Church - n o t  j u s t  Thi rd  World 
churches . -as  she recognizes  h e r s e l f  i n  each p a r t i c u l a r  Church. 

There were some omissions t h a t  1 notad :  

1. There n a s  n o t  one word on c h i l d r e n  - on younq peoplc ,  y e s ,  - 
b u t  t h i s  was a biq l a ck  f o r  i n  my country c h i l d r e n  a r e  f u l l  
p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  homo and a l s o  i n  our  p a s t o r a l  p lan .  

2 .  There was ve ry  lL t tLc  about  laity/women. 
3 .  .me cha l l enges  of  t h e  crorlB today were j u s t  mentioned i n  

~ a s s i n r r  . 
4 .  The v i s s i o n  of e~rano- l ixa t ion  was given ve ry  l i t t l e  emphasis. 
5. Re la t i ons  L e t w c r r l  DartiCUlar Churches and the Curia  were n o t  

d e v e l c ~ e c l  enouah,-nor were r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  mass media. 
6 .  The p l ace  of d i a l o ~ e ,  i n  evange l i za t i on  was n o t  emphasized 

nor  was 6 --g; . ' - tween l e a d e r s  I I ~ .  + l ~ e  rhltrch and the  rest 
of t h e  Churcrl v.0. t h e  t heo l -q i ans .  

7.  m e r e  was c o  mention of  c r e a t i v i t y .  

Two f i n a l  e m e n t s :  

1. The proposed "catecI1: 5rn"/"~~:~t . rzdium" w a s  n o t  u r~ders tood  by a l l  
i n  t h e  same way. SOmf of U S  thourjiit it wuuld be  com&nndium i n  
t h e  l i q h t  o f  Vat ican t each ings  b u t  some f e e l  it should be a r e a l  
catechism such a s  t h a t  whictl followed the counc i l  o f  Tren t .  This 
may w e l l  ~ r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t he  process  of  i n c u l t u r a t i o n .  



2 .  Leavins  t he  Synorl I s t i l l  have a ques t i on :  
~o you i n  E u r o p  ant1 North America r szognizc  u s  i n  Africa as 
p a r t i c u l a r  Churches? Do you r e a l l y  r ecmize  us as a u t h e n t i c  
Church. a s  Family o f  God? Can w e  b r i n s  o u r  BourkFna Faso 
Church exper ience  t o  t h e  whole fami ly  o f  the Church? Can w e  
t a k e  our  p a r t  i n  evange l i z i nq  t h e  world? T h i s  i s  t h e  ques t i on  
I b r i n q  back t o  my people .  For  w e  a l s c  a r e  r e a l  h e i r s  t o  
Vat ican Counci l  11. 

FR. JACOUES DUPUIS, S J . ,  t e aches  a t  t h e  Greqorian Un ive r s i t y ,  Rome. 

T h i s  is n o t  a post-mortem i n  s p i t e  of t h e  many a p ~ r e h e n s i o n s  and 
f e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  Synod. 

I was a t r a n s l a t o r  a t  t h e  Synod and s o  had l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  r e a c t  
o e r s o n a l l y  b u t  T would emphasize t h e  p s i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  whole 
Synod bear inq  i n  mind t h e  f e a r s  o f  t h e  p receed ing  months. I see i n  
t h i s  Smcd a c l e a r  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t he  Vat ican  Counci l  and of t h e  
p o s i t i v e  e lements  o f  t h e  p o s t - c o n c i l i a r  pe r i od .  

There  were prob1err.s a f t e r  t h e  Council  h u t  t h e y  weredue t o  t h e  
r a p i d  e v o l u t i o n  of s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l  and/or t o  some b i a sed  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n s  o iven  t o  t h e  Counci l .  They cannot  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  Council  
i t s e l f .  T h i s  is  made c l e a r  i n  t h e  f i n a l  document. 

The Syncd w a s  a clear c a l l  t o  f u r t h e r  st* of  Vat ican I1 and t o  
app ly ing  this c a l l  t o  l i f e  i n  t h e  Church. It was a c a l l  t o  go  beyond 
what Vat ican I1 s a i d .  "Caudium e t  Spes" cou ld  n o t  q ive  adequate  
answers t o  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  times of toc1ay.v.g. t h e  t h r e a t  o f  nuc l ea r  
w a s  today.  !tTe a r e  c a l l e d  t o  h e l i e v e  i n  and t.o go beyond Vat ican  11. 

I would l i k e  t o  make some remarks abou t  the dynamics o f  t he  Synod. 
I w a s  a l s o  a t  t h e  Synods of 1974, and 1982 and I can s h a r e  some p o i n t s  
of comparison wi th  t he  p r e s e n t  o m .  

1. There was much q r e a t e r  freedom of speech and openness .  
2 .  The a t t i t u s e  o f  t h e  Aishons was ve ry  courageous and out-spoken, 

s ay ino  i n  p l a i n  words t h i n g s  n o t  p l ea sa i i t  t o  h e a r ; ~ . n . r c ~ ? x d i n g  r e l a -  
t i o n s  w i th  t h e  Cur i a ,  t h e  ne rd  f o r  more co - r a spons ib5 l i t y  a n d c o l l e g i a l -  
l t y ,  more f l e - cen t r a l i z a t i on  of  power, more autonomy. 

- The Oriental /Orthodox n i shocs  took  t h e  l e a d  i n  speaking 
openly and c l e a r l y .  

- The Afr ican  Bishops,  a lmost  a l l  34 o f  them, spoke c l e a r l y  i n  
t h e  Assembly H a l l  and made a g r e a t  i n o r e s s i o n .  

- The Asian Rishoos made a v e r y  imnress ive  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  

Due t o  t h e  composi t ion o f  t he  rrroup of Bishops from L a t i n  America, 
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  a s  a qroup was less s t r o n q .  There w a s  one v e r y  gmd. 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  concern ing  human l i b e r a t i o n .  S u r ~ z i s i n q l y ,  t h e  term 
l i b e r a t i o n  theologv w a s  n o t  heard oncP i n  t b e  Assembly. 



The f i rs t  week was very dynamic. Then the re  seemed t o  be a 
f a l l i n 6  back. The corrtr ihutions of t h e  130 speakers ams r i c h  and 
m s i t i v e .  The q r m  contr ihut ions  bere t m e  compred t o  the  individual  
in te rven t ions ,  a l t h m q h  m c h - s r x a k i n q  Croup ?. and Enolish-speakinq 
Group R were' very  couraqeous and o u t s p k e n  . 

1.1hile the  f i r s t  ' r e l a t i o '  of Cardinal Danneels was very qood, the  
second was ooor, even unsa t i s fac to ry .  Manv elements had f a l l e n  by 
the  wayside: v.n. the  reques ts  from the  Orienta l  Chcrches; the  need 
f o r  in te r - re l iq ious  dialogue: t h e  Church 'ad e x t r a '  envisaqed in  
naudm. e t  snes was w o r l y  presented.  The small qroups d i d  help  t o  re- 
d r a f t  t h e  f i n a l  document throuqh various s t aoes  so t h a t  the end product 
was b e t t e r  than t h a t  promsed a t  the  beqinnina of the  week. However 
it i s  s t i l l  lackinn in  my resoects .  

Thus the re  remain d e f e c t s  of procedure i n  t h e  way t h e  Synod 
works even thouqh t h e  dvnamics ! e r e  o a r t l y  i.mnroved. 

I n  t h e  f i n a l  document some of t h e  contents  a r e  note-worthy. 
Strona emnhasis is qiven to :  

1. a new commitnent t o  ecumenism 
2. t h e  idea of t h e  Church a s  Communion - the  bas ic  idea being 

t h a t  t h e  Church i s  t h e  Sacrament of Salvat ion.  "People of 
Fad" i s  there - but sl~bclued. Some Latin American Bishops 
have misqivinns a tnut  t h i s  term which tends t o  become p o l i t i c i s e d .  
There i s  fea r  of t h e  terms - "Popular Church", "Church of t h e  
People". Perhaps t h i s  was one reason why (lornunion was pre- 
f e r red .  

But t h e  main point  about the  f i n a l  document i s  t h a t  it was 
nublished i m e d i a t e l v .  This has not hanwned since 1971,  the  l a s t  
S y n d  t o  speak i n  i t s  obm name with t h e  approbation of t h e  Holy Father 
The m b l i c a t i o n  was not  forseen a t  t h i s  Synod. I t  was i n s i s t e d  u p n  
bv the bishons a s  an expression of c o l l e a i a l i t y  and qrac ious lv  aranted 
bv t h e  Pope. The Svnod thus  recovered some of i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y .  

This does not mean t h a t  the fiocument i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  One of the  
Fathers  ~ i n t e d  out t h a t  it was not poss ib le  t o  present  "modi" o r  
amndments before votinq on the  f i n a l  document. True, it does no t  
no back on anv of the  important t h r u s t s  of iraticzn I1 - but it does 
no t  express them a l l  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  P a s t o r a l l y  it i s  open, theolooic-  
a l l s  not  very e labora te ,  i n  sene ra l  somewhat cautious.  One could sum- 
UP sayinq t h a t  it does have some Pos i t ive  a reas  thouqh not  a s  uos i t ive  
a s  rniqht be des i red .  

Some examples r 

- The sunrere exnression of c o l l e q i a l i t v  was found i n  Vatican Council 11. 
There i s  a o a r t i a l  r e a l l p a t i o n  of t h i s  i n  t h e  Synod's a t t i t u d e  
towards en i sc r~pa l  conferences, but the s t a t u s  of these  conferences 
i s  t o  be Further s tudied - e s n e c i a l l v  t h e i r  teaching au thor i ty .  

- Par t i c ioa t ion  of the  l a i t v  i s  recoqnised and the  cominq Synod w i l l  

- continue t h i s  theme. 

- Since t h e  Church vras seen a s  "a Mystery", the  n r i n c i p l e  of subsid- 
i a r i t y  was discussed a s  a m s s i b i l i t y  r a the r  than s t rongly  affirmed. 
This seems s t ranqe  t o  say tho l e a s t  a s  the  Church is a l s o  a v i s i b l e  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  Does not  the  r e l a t ionsh ip  b e t w e n  bishoos and n r i e s t s  
already imnly considerable a p ~ l i c a t i o n  of the  p r i n c i n l e o - s & s i d i a r i t y ?  



- Incul tura t ion i s  there  but not fo rc ib ly  and l i t u r q i c a l  e w r i m e n t -  
a t ion  i s  i n  f a c t  contradicted by the proposed un ivers t l  ca techisn  
o r  manual of doct r ines .  

- The missionary t h r u s t  of the Church does not s tand out .  

- In te r - re l iq ious  dialogue is poorly expressed " d i a l o m s  missioni  
non e s t  opponendum"! But j u s t  last  year the  Vatican Secre ta r i a te  
f o r  Non-Christian Reliqions vublished a much more pos i t ive  s t a t e -  
ment about i n t e r  -reJisious c?ialomle. 

- Promotion of jus t i ce :  A suqqestion was made t o  repeat  the t e x t  of 
the  1971 Synocl - ' j u s t i c e  a s  c o n s t i t u t i v e  of miss io~ : ' ,  but  it was 
not taken UP and does not appear i n  t h e  document. 

- The o rea te r  autonomv and l e s s  dependence of l o c a l  Churches is not 
ment.ioned. 

- Resardins r e l i q i o u s  l i f e  - its contr ibut ion i n  the  vanward of the  
Church's ~ i s s i o n  is the re  - but there  i s  no mention of the  ~ r o p h e t i c  
r o l e  of r e l iq ious .  

- The universa l  c a l l  t o  holiness is seen a s  a r e tu rn  t o  i n t e r i o r i t y  
whereas conversion was seen a s  a process of i n t e r i o r i s a t i o n  by the 
Council. 

- 'Ootion f o r  the poor ' :  acrain its meaning " i s  t o  be studied".  

The Asian Par t i c ipa t ion :  The Bishops from Asia met i n  %me f o r  a two 
and a h a l f  day pre-synodal r e f l e c t i o n .  This 

enabled them t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t o p i c s  f o r  in tervent ion among themselves. 
Thus many spoke i n  the  name of t h e  Asian bishops present  a t  the Synod. 
This  made t h e  Asian p a r t i c i p a t i o n  more e f f e c t i v e  on top ics  of s w c i a l  
relevance for  Churches i n  Asia - loca l  Church, dialogue,  incu l tu ra t ion ,  
promotion of  jus t i ce . .  . . . . . 
Third World Qepresentaion: 110 of the 165 Synodal Fathers came from 

t h e  so c a l l e d  Third 1-lorld but  only 3 of t h e  
12  S-ynodal axcer t s .  The s w c i a l  Secre te r i e s  were a l l  European. There 
was t h u s ,  a r e a l  imbalance between the  pas to ra l  and theological  con- 
t r i b u t i o n  f r m  the  Third Yorld. There is a d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h a t  t h e  
theoloaica l  approach t o  problems s t i l l  does not do j u s t i c e  t o  the 
r e a l i t y  of the Third World. 

Conclusion: In s p i t e  of i t s  sl~ortcominqs about which I have been very 
o w n ,  t h e  Synod was p o s i t i v e  - a s t e n  forward i n  com- 

parison with the Dast. 
There was more collegia1it.f i n  p rac t i ce ,  nore openness and frank- 

ness.  
The Assembly had q rea te r  autonomy; V.Q. I t  voted t o  prolonq the  

present  menbership o f  the  Couricil of t h e  Svnod u n t i l  the next Synod i n  
1387 and t h i s  was r a t i f i e d  by the Pope a s  was a l so  t h e  vote t o  publish 
t h e  f i n a l  document. 

There was an  atmosphere of optimism: Cred ib i l i ty  i n  the Synodal 
i n s t i t u t i o n  was exwrienced again and a Ffelinq of t h e  Synodal process 
taking on new l i f e .  

I saw i n  t h i s  Svnod a re-launchinq of the  new Pentecost which 
Vatican Council I1 had ca l l ed  f o r  i n  the l i f e  of t h e  Church. 



WGR. hTDINGI W~lLNA'A NZEKI  i s  Bishop of Nakuru and President  of the 
Conference of hishoos of Kenya. 

I was haopv t o  hear the  remarks of our previous s p a k e r  about 
t h s  cournqeous repor t  of the English-speakinq Group F. I was a member 
of t h a t  nrouol One n r o m s a l  from t h e  Kenyan Bishops submission f o r  
the Synod suqqested t h a t  i f  no document was ready a t  the conclusion 
of t h e  Synod some of t h e  Fathers  should s t a v  behind t o  d r a f t  one. 
And i n  one o f  our in tervent ions ,  seeing t h a t  amonq t h e  inv i t ed  observers 
the re  was p r a c t i c a l l v  nobody from Afr ica ,  we requested t h a t  s p c i a l  
considerat ion be given t o  i n v i t a t i o n s  f o r  Africans a t  the Synod on 
the  Lai ty  i n  1987. I%CI i s  the re  where the l a i t y  i s  most involved i n  
the  Church and t h i s  i s  t r u e  i n  Africa more than i n  t h e  so  c a l l e d  
develowd countr ies .  

The Svnod d e f i n i t e l y  andpos i t ive ly  reaff irmed the teachinas and 
decrees of Vatican 11. I was pleased t o  hea r  the  Aoly Father  s w a k  
of t h i s .  I th ink t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c n l l e q i a l i t y  and of s u b s i d i a r i t y  
concerning t h e  universa l  and individual  churches were affirmed. We 
apply these  p r e t t y  well i n  Kenya but  of tent imes ,  the d i f f i c u l t y  i s  
no t  w i t h  t he  Aoly Father ,  o r  the Curia hu t  among ourse lves .  Some- 
times I f e e l  it is b e t t e r  f o r  me t o  wait  f o r  my brother  r a t h e r  than 
force  him t o  aqree t o  a  proposal f o r  it may then take  10 years  t o  
implement. By wait ina and givinq him 3 years  t o  see ,  and t o  d isappoint  
me1 - we mav a r r i v e  a t  our common aim i n  f i v e  years! 

National Episcopal conferences were s t r e s s e d  a t  t h e  Synod. I 
personally heard t h i s  emphasis f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime. Some people 
wanted more c l a r i t y  about what i s  meant by the  teaching au thor i ty  of 
National Conferences. Bishops were encouraqed t o  work toqether  on 
nat ional  i s sues  i n  d e v e l o ~ i n q  coun t r i e s  \?here the re  a r e  so many 
na t iona l  i s s u e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  us.  Some i s s u e s  may appear t o  be local ized ,  
v e t  t h e i r  e f f e c t  i s  f e l t  t t rouqhout  the country. 

Many people were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  incu l tu ra t ion  and I bel ieve  it 
does appear i n  thq f i n a l  document. The Synod was very c l e a r .  It 
encouraqed and supported the Chr i s t i an iza t ion  of c u l t u r e s  and equal ly  
the  incu l tu ra t ion  of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  so  t h a t  Chr i s t i ans  i n  a  qiven 
nat ion  and a t  a  criven time can be authent ic  Chr i s t i ans  and authent ic  
na t ives  of t h e i r  land.  

A t  t h e  moment, i n  some African countr ies  where non-christ ians are 
t h e  major i ty ,  Chr i s t i ans  a r e  reqarded a s  fore iqners  because somehow 
they a c t  and behave a s  thouqh thev were not  na t ives  of t h e  country. 
This  i s  due t o  a  kind of dichotomy between t h e i r  Lives and t h e i r  
b e l i e f s .  Up t o  1965,  F4uslims i n  Kenya reqarded themselves a s  more 
Kenyan than t h e  Chr i s t i ans .  This was and i s  an outrabe.  So the  need 
f o r  incu l tu ra t ion  was put  very s t ronqly  i n  our group. 

Someone comented t o  me t h a t  I cannot speak of an African cu i tu re  
i n  Kenya because t h e r e  a r e  so aany t r i b e s .  But it is not numbers t h a t  
make you f e e l  an i d e n t i t y .  I t  i s  somethinq inward, regardless  of 
numbers, t h a t  q ives  you your i d e n t i t y .  I am not too  sure  what it i s  
t h a t  u n i t e s  our peoples of Africa but. I bel ieve  t h a t  it i s  poss ib le  
t o  i d e n t i f y  an African cu l tu re  j u s t  a s  vou can i d e n t i f y  European 
cu l tu re .  There i s  an African cu l tu re  having elements common t o  black 
Africa with a l l  i t s  lanquaqes and t r a d i t i o n s  and t r i b e s .  A t  the Synod 



t he re  was enccuraqement and support f o r  cur  e f f o r t s  to  make Christ i .m- 
i t v  "be a t  home" in  every cu l tu re .  

Another ~ r o b l e m  i s  languaqe. The d m m e n t s o f  Vatican I1 have not 
even been.  t r a m l a t e d i n ~ o  our Af ricarl lanquaqes . I n  t h e  whole of 
East  Africa-Kenva, Uganda and Tanzania, only a p a r t  of the  documents 
has Seen t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Swahil i .  Row can we expect our p o p l e  t o  
knaw t h e  documents when we c a n ' t  even read them i n  o ~ l r  ianquages? 

Other qroblems a r e  socio looica l .  People are  used t o  c e r t a i n  
ways of  worshipinq and l i v i n n  a s  Chr i s t i ans  and they r e s i s t  changes. 
In our case it i s  b a t t e r  t o  move with t h e  people r a the r  than force  
th inqs  on them. I n  1982 I ca l l ed  a Synod - t he  f i r s t  diocesan Synod 
ever - and t o  the  su rp r i se  of many it was attended very well by 
p r i e s t s ,  b ro the r s ,  s i s t e r s  and many l av  people. One p r i e s t  had 
wri t ten  me a l e t t e r  sayino "The synod you have ca l l ed  i s  a waste of 
time. I do not intend t o  come". I wrote back and s a i d ,  "Thank you. 
You have vour freedom of e x ~ r e s s i . o n .  I respect  it. I do hope t h a t  
our decis ions  and recommenCations a t  t h e  Synod when they a r e  com.unic- 
a t e d ,  w i l l  be nut i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  Sincerely e t c . "  A year  l a t e r  I went 
t o  h i s  m r i s h  and a f t e r  2 days he ca l l ed  s e  a s ide  and s a i d  he rea l i zed  
t h a t  t h e  Synod had beenNa wonderful opportunity." H i s  conversion had 
Wqun . . . The Synod was c l e a r  i n  i n s i s t i n q  on diocesan Synods. 

The Synod was a q r e a t  encouragement t o  me and I f e e l  a s  I go 
hack t h a t  we i n  Kenya can now take many i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  pu t t inq  the  
documents of Vatican 11 i n t o  ~ r a c t i c e .  ~f we do no t ,  we cannot claim 
t h a t a u r  hands have been t i e d  by the  Curia.  The Holy Fa the r ' s  own 
words i n  Africa were, "Re au then t i c  Chr i s t i ans  and authent ic  Africans", 
and we a re  qoinq t o  be t h a t .  

VIKTOR DP?MMERT7,, OSB is  Abhot Primate of the  Order of s t .  Benedict. 

I would l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  the  process of l i s t e n i n g  and learninq a t  
the  Svnod. ["hen we came toqether  cobody knew what would happen, what 
t h e  r e s u l t  would b e ,  whether there would be a document, what t p e  of 
document, e t c ?  Step by s t e p  thirlos becam c l e a r e r  a s  the  S n i r i t  spoke 
throuqh the individual  churches. v e t ,  even a t  the beqinning of the  
second week no one suspected the  kind of r epor t  t h a t  woulc? be issued 
a t  the  end. 

There a r e  shorcominqs i n  t h e  f i n a l  r epor t  bu t  don ' t  fo rge t  it 
was f i n a l l y  composed i n  one niqht!  I personally was very much impressed 
by the experience of t h e  universa l  Church. I had l ived  some of t h i s  
a t  the  Synod of 1943 hu t  t h i s  time the re  were even more bisnoops from 
the  "younq" churches. A t  previous Synods bishops were inv i t ed  i n  re -  
l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s i z e  of t h e i r  conferences. Thus E.lrop? had 44 de legates  
i n  the  p a s t  ( 4  o r  5 from each country) whereas t h i s  Synod had only 
0r.e representa t ive  from each conference. 



The representa t ion  thus was: 

24 ... F'urope (15 from IVestern and 9 from Eastern Europe) 
34.. . Africa 
17.. . Asia 
4..  . Oceania 

22..  . Mexico Sollth America 
2 . .  . r10rth America (U.S. & Canada) 

Thus apuroximatelv 3/4 c a m  from t h e  "Third h'orld". An i m p r t a n t  
moment was the  Ecumenical ce leh ra t ion  of t h e  Liturcry of t h e  Word when 
3 of the 10 reuresenta t ives  came f r m  the  jo in t  Commissions which zxe 
in  dialoque w i t h  t h e  Roman Catholic  Church. Never before had they 
been i n v i t e d  t o  a Synod. The Annlican representa t ive  read the  first 
readino, t h e  Methodist the  second, an Orthodox Rishoo read the r a s p e l  
and the  Holv Father  qave t h e  Homily. This  took place i n  t h e  Assembly 
Hall and I bel ieve  it represents  a s t e p  forward, an ind ica t ion  of 
what Vatican 11 wanted us to do, t o  share  the word of God, t o  l i s t e n  
and to pray toqether .  

I want t o  unAerl.ine t h e  Synod's s trong af f i rmat ion  of Vatican 11, - 
t h e  "Yaqna Carta" of the  Church f o r  the  fu tu re .  There was a kind of 
rediscoverv o f  t h e  Council i t s e l f  among t h e  bishops. Some admitted 
they had been h e s i t a n t  about implementingtheCounci1. Others f e l t  
t h a t  ~ e r h a p s  t h e r e  had been more a chanqinn of s t r u c t u r e s ,  of norms 
ra the r  than a r e a l  i n t e r i o r  conversion f o r  which t h e  Council had 
ca l l ed .  !oe need t o  read the  t e y t s  again t o  discovar t h e i r  r ichness  
i n  t h e  context  of t h e  whole Council. For example, the  concept 'peopleof 
C d '  was a t r u e  discovery of t h e  Council but  a t  the  same t i m e  o ther  
ways o f  present ing  Church emerqed- Ycdy cf  Christ","Family of God", 
"Swusc o f  t h e  Rolv S p i r i t " .  Taken together  these  a ive  a f u l l e r  
o i c t u r e  of t h e  Church. 

In s e n e r a l  t h e  Synod assessed t h e  pos t -conci l ia r  per iod  w s i t i v e l v .  
The e r r o r s  t h a t  had c r e n t  i n  were not  seen t o  be a r e s u l t  of t h e  
Council. Few in te rven t ions  dwelt on t h e  mistakes,  f a i l u r e s  o r  con- 
fus ions  s ince  the  Council. No one denied them, bu t  a l l  went on t o  
s t r e s s  t h e  qoocl i n  the Church s ince  and because of Vatican 11. The 
reasons f o r  f a i l u r e s  were seen t o  stem from t h e  raoid  chanqes i n  
socie tv  i t s e l f .  'The problems of to-day a r e  much more se r ious  and 
comnlicated than those o f  20 years  aqo when Gaudium e t  Spes w a s  
proclaimed. 

So t h e r e  was a c a l l  f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r i z a t i o n  of t h e  Council and 
of t h e  mvstery of the  Church. The f i n a l  r e m r t  touches on t h e  mystery 
of cormrmnion, on how we ce lebra te  the  word of God and our universa l  c a l l  
t o  hol iness .  The missionary dimension of the  Church sadly,  was 
inse r t ed  onlv i n  the  f i n a l  d r a f t .  The one document s ince  Vatican I1 
t h a t  was m o t e d  severa l  t imes i n  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  was h r a n a e l i i  
Nuntiandi of Paul Kt. 

people were happy o r  d i s a p ~ o i n t e d  a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  depended 
larcrely on t h e i r  expecta t ions .  The Pope replyinu t o  Cardinal Landazurri 
a t  the  dinner which fol loved the  Synod s a i d  t h a t  he thouqht some would 
be d i sapmin ted  - ' a l l  those who had hoped t h a t  the  Council would be 
condemned, o r  t h a t  the re  would be a p u l l i n a  hack, but  the  Holy S p i r i t  
and t h e  People of Tad would not be d i s a p w i n t e d ' .  



OPEN FORUr4 

m e s t i o n  you spoke o f  the opemeas o f  t h i s  ,v.yrzod, yet on the  o t k r  
hand tke  t e x t s  sent 7:17 h7i the Episcooai! C o n f m c e s  were 

not alLowc?d t o  be published as  they liere for Vatican. I.T. bnlere then 
i s  t h i s  menness? 

rlesponse: Ifiv comvarison was n o t  hetween Vat ican 11 and t h e  Synod b u t  
between t h e  l a s t  Synod and t h i s  one.  blone of t h e  t e x t s  of 

t h e  Episcopa l  Conferences wd.'rn nu l~ l i sh r r l  be fo r e  t h e  l a s t  .Synod. T h i s  
t ime some d i d  40 ahead and pub l i sh  them. (Dunuis) .  

Or The f inal Document stile tkt  @tion for the Poor '!has t o  .be 
studied". You also rrentimed tilat aery ZittZe r e f ewvce  was 

made t o  the 3ocment o f  1,071 a: Justice i n  the  h'ortd-rmd aqcin thaS 
aport f r o m  ~ L D  bishops frorr Latin h n e ~ ~ i c a  veq4 l i t t l e  ans said o f  
Ziberat?:on tlleoZom. CouZr! gou entnrge m t h i s ?  Was there much 
reference t o  or discussion about the  whole minist* ?or sociaZ justice 
and  peace? 

R.  To t h e  f i r s t  m e s t i o n  i t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  of s t udv inq  t h e  Option 
f o r  t h e  Poor i n  i t s e l ? ,  h u t  r a t h e r  what does  t h e  Option f o r  the 

Poor mean f o r  t h e  Church. Concernin" t h e  1971 s t a t emen t  sane de l -  
e g a t e s  would have l i k e d  t o  see t h e  f i n a l  Synod Document s t r enq thened  
by quot inq  t h e  .passaoe which s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  promotion o f  j u s t i c e  i s  . 
a c o n s t i t u t i v e  e lement  o f  t h e  n i s s i o n  of t h e  Church. T h i s  was a  ve ry  
s t r o n u  stauement.  A t  t h e  1971 synod i t s e l f ,  some t r i e d  t o  to?e it 
down hy s u b s t i t u t i n q  " i n t e q r a l "  f o r  "cons t i tu t j .ve"  y e t  t h e  words 
" c o n s t i t u t i v e  element" were re ta ine? .  t o  lend s t r e n o t h  t o  t h i s  come-p t .  
l ' n for tuna te ly  t h i s  s t a t e n e n t  does n o t  appear  i n  t h e  f i n a l  Document. 

For your  t h i r d  ques t i on :  I would c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  
the Renort u u l l s  hack on the  t h r u s t  f o r  t h e  promotion o f  j u s t i c e  a s  
a  part of t h e  miss ion of t h e  Church, y e t  I cannot  a? t h e  same t i m e  
s ay  t h a t  it comes o u t  a s  s t r o n o l y  a s  !t could  have done. (Dupuis) 

0. Could someone c o m m t  on tihu the emphcsis on the  Church us 
'mgster~/"  -in. contrast t o  the  ilhurc.4 as "people o,f God?" Is 

t h i s  7:nsistance m, mystem] Z.;nked t o  the  2anoer o f  swcuZarism? I s  
there ewZicitZ!.j or  iwl i~: t l !~  thc  i e ten t iox  O F  ernphnsizinq what i s  
sacrad. hid the s t m d  o f  Zziropem: Covnc;t o f  Bs'ehgps an r;ecuZ.arib~, 
uhich i s  ratker  posit ive,  h u e  mq4 6~ar7:nc on .the discussion i n  the 
Syno,? about t k i a  proklem cf secuZa~.~ation/sem?.nrism? 

R .  There is  a coun t e rba l ance  t o  c e r t a i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  
Church as People  o f  God. There i s  a  f e e l i n q  t h a t  t h i s  and 

" p o ~ u l a r  church" ha s  become a p o l i t i c i z e d  s tc tement  r a t h e r  t han  a 
t h e o l o g i c a l  one.  The v a l u e  o f  t h e  Church a s  P e o ~ l e  o f  God is no t  
den ied  b u t  t h e  idea  of n y s t e r y  nlay q ive  a f u l l e r  meaning t o q e t h e r  w i th  
a l l  t h e  o t h e r  i naqes  of Churrh g iven  i n  Lumen Centium. 

You w i l l  f i n d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between sacularism/secularization 
i n  t h e  f i n a l  nocumcnt where it says  t h a t  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  t r u e  
sense  means t h e  ?roy;er va lue  o f  c r e a t i c n ,  of h u m n  v a l u e s  a s  i s  s a i d  
i n  Gaudium e t  Sues.  S e c u l a r i z a t i o n  h e l p s  us  t o  va lue  c r e a t i o n  and 
humanness d s  opposed t o  secu la r i sm which dotis n o t  acknowledrje any 
p l a c e  f o r  cad .  (Dammertz) 



Reqardinq " ~ e o p l e  o f  Tad" it is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  i dea  of the Church 
a s  C m u n i o n  i s  i n  a s ense ,  even t h e o l o q i c a l l y  more r i c h  and s a t i s f y -  
i nq .  In  a l l  ecumenical  ameements  it is t h e  n o t i o n  of t h e  Church as 
communion which i s  t h e  b a s i c  e c c l e s i o l o o y .  T h i s  goes  beyond t h e  
Latin-American i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of People of God. I n  Asia  t h e o l o q i a n s  
r e j e c t  t h e  concept  j u s t  one people  o f  God - a l l  peop l e s  a r e  c h i l d r e n  
o f  Cad. 

P t  the s a w  time, I see a c e r t a i n  danoer  i n  i n s i s t i n g  on t h e  
Church a s  "Mystery" over looking  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Church is a human 
i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  avo id  d e a l i n q  w i th  some problems 
a r i s i n g  from t h i s  under t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  t h e  Church a s  mystery.  Does 
it make sense  t o  q u e s t i o n  whether  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s u b s i d i a r i t y  is 
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  Church?! The reason  g iven  is t h a t  t h e  Church is  
'mystery '  and no t  j u s t  s imply a human i n s t i t u t i o n .  But it is a l s o  a 
human i n s t i t u t i o n  and it seems to m e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
s u b s i e i a r i t y  a p p l i e s  a l s o  t o  it. I r e g r e t  t h a t  i n  t h e  F i n a l  Report  
t h i s  i s  p u t  a s  a q u e s t i o n  t o  be  s t u d i e d :  can  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  sub- 
s i d i a r i t y  b e  a u p l i e d  t o  t h e  Church a s  t h e  Church is a mystery? I f  
one t a k e s  i n t o  account  t h a t  t h e  Church whi le  be inq  a mystery is a l s o  
a human i n s t i t u t i o n  t h e n  it i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  sub- 
s i d i a r i t y  can  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Church a l s o .  (Dunuis) 

No.3 o f  t h e  f i n a l  Document p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  w e  should avo id  a 
u n i l a t e r a l  unders tand inq  o f  t h e  Church s e e i n g  it f o r  example a s  e i t h e r  
a h i e r a r c h i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  a s  a s o c i o l o q i c a l  e n t i t y .  But w e  must 
b e  c a r e f u l  t o  a v o i d  dua l i sms .  I n  my coun t ry  t h e r e  is  a danqer  of 
c r e a t i n q  dua l i sms ,  oppos i t i on  between e v a n a e l i z a t i o n  and deve lopnent ,  
between c a t e c h e s i s  and e v a n a e l i z a t i o n ,  between well c e l e b r a t e d  
l i t u r g i e s  and simple  work " i n  bush". tale do  n o t  l i k e  t h e s e .  I t  i s  a 
ques t i on  o f  methodoloqy of o n e ' s  approach t o  t h e  mystery o f  t h e  Church. 
I t  i s  no t  t h e  Church of  Rome, o r  t h e  Church of  t t e  West. I t  is a 
mystery of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and Cormnunion r ece ived  from Cod. It i s  
impor tan t  t o  avo id  d u a l i t i e s ,  and. d i v i s i o n s  and s e p a r a t i o n s  because 
t h e  mysterv is r ece ived  and l i v e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  r e a l i t y  
of o u r  everyday l i v e s  (Sanon) .  - 

8. I t  t)oulc! seem that  the Synod in s i s t ed  on ecuntznism. What would 
be tbe pmct ica l  consequence6 for the mission o f  evmgelizatior. 

in the Church today? 

R. we need t o  cons ide r  t h e  ques t i on  o f  t h e  Church a s  fami ly .  It 
i s  i n  f a c t  one way o f  unders tan indo  communion i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 

Lumen Gentium. V i th  res.mct t o  Ecumenism, i n  a f ami iy  i f  everyone is 
a Fa ther  - noth ing  w i l l  happen, t h e r e  i s  no family!  You need f a t h e r ,  
mother ,  q r a n p a r e n t s ,  c h i l d r e n , o l d e r ,  and younger b r o t h e r s  and sisters 
and some c t h e r s  too!  And you need s o l i d a r i t y , m u t u a l  communication 
mutual r e s p e c t , f o r  t h e  t h i n k i n q  o f  o t h e r s .  

I n  my c o u n t r y  (Rourkina Faso) ecumenism, between C h r i s t i a n  Churches 
and t h e  wider ecumenism is v i t a l  f o r  u s .  1,Je o u r s e l v e s  have been brought  
t o  unders tand  i ts  i m p r t a n c e  through e v a n q e l i s a t i o n .  

M u s l i m s  and f o l l o w e r s  of a n c e s t r a l  r e l i q i o n s  see  u s  a s  t h e  
" fami ly  o f  J e sus " .  They and w e  a r e  o a r t  o f  t h e  extended f ami ly ,  l i k e  
cous in s .  They waul* be very s u r p r i s e d  i f  w e  r e j e c t e d  t h i s  r e a l i t y .  
I*Je a r e  a1 1 l i k e  b r o t h e r s  and sisters, u n c l e s  and a u n t s ,  cous in s  o f  



a family. The Church a s  family i s  a r i c h  concept f o r  us  - but we 
Chr i s t i ans  a r e  no t  t h e  exclusive family o r  people of God. 

Again No . 7  of the final. Document points  ou t  t h a t  t h e  theology 
of c m i o n  is  t h e  fundamental b a s i s  of ecumenism. b7e must p r a c t i s e  
ecumenism i f  we a r e  t o  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  of the  Church a s  communion - a s  
t r u l y  family. Jesus d id  not want h i s  family t o  be divided. Our 
i n t e r n a l  d iv i s ions  a r e  & r e a l  scandal fr;r t h e  family o X e s u s  Chr i s t  
i s  a t  present  not  a r e a l  family - it is divided.  So I work with my 
brothers and s i s t e r s  of t h e  Reform t r a d i t i o n  (Sanon). 

8. The cat2 o f  the Synod for justice cord the Gption for  the Poor 
appears t o  he rather weak. I fear for tha church o f  the Door 

i n  Ia t in  America. fiq concern now i s  t o  &.ow what cm we do so tha t  
th poveh t i c  course opened by Vatican II u i t l  be r.:intained .~..d 
even emphasized for the wortc! today. Hm, con we concretize it, 
intensif t /  it? 

R. I have the  same quest ion.  The Yext denies none of the g r e a t  
ideas  and s o  it i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  from +he theological  po in t  of 

view but  it lacks  a c e r t a i n  s t r eng th  from the  pas to ra l  point  of view. 
There i s  no d i r e c t  reference i n  the  t e x t  t o  those who have qiven t h e i r  
l i v e s  a s  nvlrtyrs i n  order t o  promote jus t i ce  a s  i n  Latin Averica. 
I t  would have been welcome. 

We feared t h a t  e c c l e s i a l  bas ic  c a m u n i t i e s  rrould disappear from 
t h e  t e x t  because of a very neqative in tervent ion from South American 
bishops who s a i d  t h a t  i n  f a c t  bas ic  comvunities vrere p o l i t i c i z e d  and 
worked aqa ins t  the  Church. They were o?posed to the op';lwisbia 
tone of t h e  d r a f t  version.  H a p ~ i l y ,  ii! s p i t e  of t h i s  in tervent ion,  
the  t e x t  i s  r a t h e r  good a s  it is.  I t  s ~ y s  t h a t  a s  lonq a s  bas ic  
communities a r e  uni ted  t o  t h e  Church s n i  heirarchy they a r e  our hop? 
f o r  the  fu tu re .  I t  does r.ot say however t h a t  they a r e  a powerful 
aaent for  evanqelizat ion and prcmotion 3?' jus t i ce  i n  soc ie ty .  So 
it could have been more p o s i t i v e .  

There was s o  l i t t l e  time t h a t  it wa: not poss ib le  t o  consider 
f u r t h e r  a l l  these  burninq i s s u e s .  The 3 ?nera l  tone is pos i t ive .  
In s p i t e  of the  weaknesses the re  is no e x p l i c i t  in ten t ion  t o  qo back 
on anythinq a t  a l l ,  althounh as I sair? t h e  words " l i b e r a t i o n  theology" 
a r e  no t  mentioned in  spit? of ca-'  -1 r.orr~che?.der's very s t rong inter- 
vention i n  wr i t inp  on t h i s  subject .  h e  ; I s h o p  d id  express opposit ion 
t o  t h e  condemnation of Leonardo Boff ,  and :he manner of h i s  condem- 
nation.  The Church must be pro7hetic ye t  me bishop asked f o r  the  
words "prophetico modo" t o  be erased f ron  :he t e x t .  (Ihlpuis) 

9. What do you see as  the cnzsequencaz ;" t h i s  Synod? W i t 2  there 
be a n a ,  s tep forward with respect t~ I/aticcn IT? 

R .  Don't th ink t h a t  it was only a r e - l a  1 -.chinq of Vatican 11. It 
was a stew forward. Since the  Cauncii. i e  not able  t o  answer the  

prohlems o f  today the re  must be an u-@atin r e s  \.]as s a i d  severa l  t i n e s  
i n  t h e  Assembly so i t ' s  no t  s inply  a mat t??  of re-launchinq - but a 
r e a l  s t e p  forward. 

The problems of today ire not the  same a s  t \ose of 
t h e  '60s. The s iqns  of t h e  times today ar :?  no t  the  same e i t h e r .  The 
Synod s a w  t h i s  c l e a r l y .  (Dupuis) 



1) I a l s o  (Pishop Sanon) would l i k e  t o  speak on t h i s  quest ion.  Most 
of our  Churches and Episcopal Conferences a r e  contemporaries of 
the  Council. V?e a r e  askinn t h a t  we be recoqnised a s  such. For us 
t h i s  Synod was important. I t  was a confirmation. Peter  was asked 
t o  confim. h i s  brothers  i n  f a i t h ,  - t h i s  ext raordinary  Synod was 
ext raordinary  because it qave P e t e r ' s  successor an o n w r t u n i t y  t o  
confirm our Churches and Conferences of Rishops i n  our f a i t h .  
"To confirm our f a i t h  t h i s  i s  the  meanjnq of the  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  of 
the p o w .  This  Svnod was u n i ~ e  and i n  t h i s  sense t h e  document 
i s  unique. 

2) What was j u s t  sa id  i n  a reply  about l i b e r a t i o n  theoloay a p p l i e s  
a150 t o  incu l tu ra t ion .  "e were not pleased with t h e  treatment of 
i n c u l t u r a t i o n .  me see it a s  important f o r  the  whole Church not  
jus t  f o r  the  Churches of the  Third world and t h i s  i s  not i n  the 
f i n a l  c'ocument. Rut a t  l e a s t  the  Bishops a t  t h e  Synod have been 
made aware of the importance we a t t ach  t o  it and I do f e e l  a r e a l  
s t e p  forward has been taken. Besides - it i s  not  f o r  t h e  Svnod t o  
do theologica l  research bu t  it can and d i d  encouraqe o t h e r s  t o  
continue t h e i r  searching and t h e i r  exceriences. In  t h i s  sense 
anair. t he  document i s  unique. 

3 )  After the  Ja t i can  Council t h e r e  were many documents on various 
sub jec t s  but  one had t h e  impression t h a t  each bishop could use them 
or  not a s  he pleased. Now t h i s  Synod i s  sayinq - "you must apply 
them" - each bishop i n  h i s  own diocese.  In t h e  document you w i l l  
see the re  a r e  suqqestions f o r  imolementation followinq on each 
sec t ion .  One of these  says,  the  People of Tad must be formed. 
Another t h a t  Diocesan Synods have t o  be convened. Eetween now and 
t h e  25th anniversary of t h e  Council i n  5 years  time I bel ieve  a l l  
dioceses i n  the  m r l d  w i l l  have convened t h e i r  synods. (Sanon) 

Our brothers  from the  Eastern Churches cont r ibuted  a g r e a t  dea l  
t o  the Synod - thev mav have studied the  Vatican Council more. I 
think t h a t  i f  we want t o  continue t h i s  Concil iar  s o i r i t  the bishop 
must no home with h i s  conscience awakened, thinkinq about what he i s  
qoinq t o  do so t h a t  h i s  diocese may l i v e  i n  a " s t a t e  o f  Synod", i n  
the  wirit of va t ican  IT,  and i n  the  presence of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  who 
i s  i n  t h e  Church. (Dammertz) 

In the context o f  t h i s  m e t i n o  perhaps it uould he useful  t o  
share a general imprassion o f  the Brazilian t heo lop ias .  Fr. LiIrcnio 
gave us  a t a l k  foZtoulng the S.gnod in  which he . m e d  up h i s  impres- 
sions t h s .  

1 .  The Slmod was more a evoluat im o f  the 20 years since Vat icm 11 
an6 so there mas a lack o f  openness t o  the ,future, t o  the prophetic 
voice o f  the Church. T:7e re su l t s  o f  the s.ynod can tkus be characterised 
a took FackmrJs. Tha onl:{ prophetic voice o f  the Church of  tize 
f i ture ,  the Church O F  the poor, was the i n t e r v e n t i a  by Cardinal 
Lorscheider who make of t h i s  Church. 

2. The psycholoqli o f  the Synod could be described as focused on re- 
action nnainst sect~larism i n  the Cincrche~ sf  the 1 s t  world, a d  
acair?st an over-soc-loloo?:cal pol i t ic ized i n t e rpre ta t im  of  the 
Churches i n  Latin Amaricu. So the Church was described as  
'hys tezy"  thus i ' i s tmcina i t s e l f  from a too horizontal involvement, 



from too m c h  invoZvemnt i n  the things of t h i s  ~lorZd. 

3.  The nwnaical  presence c f  the third vorld churches m s  
hioher, but t he i r  influence  as not i n  p w r t i m .  Evaluation 
o f  the past was more ark auo?'.iinn o f  con f l i c t s ,  a caZZ ,for peace, 
and a caZZ For sotrrtions f r o m  the  center u.q. the  clismssion 
about a "wziuersaZ catechism". C r e a t - i ~ t y  was not apparent. 
I t  m ~ s  an h i s to~r ic  moment, a Z ~ ~ i t i m n t c  moment, but a t  t h i s  
point i f  one uere t o  jud.qe betmeen "nova" or "uetera" it was 
the oZd rather thrm the new that emerped a t  the S,gnod. Eave 
you (mu comm.ts or. thi.? asses.me??t? 

R. True - t h e r e  was more a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p a s t  than  p r o p h e t i c  look- 
i n a  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  b u t  we d i d  examine new s i q n s  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  and 

k+ di l l  look  a t  n?: i::o'-.1;7' i-. i, i1-'~- 2 ? 1 t ?  b:av t h a ~  d ~ r i n q  
J a t i c a n  11. It is a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  emphasis on the Church as mystery 
was a  r e a c t i o n  a q a i n s t  seculari .sm i n  t h e  f i r s t  wor ld ,  and . m l i t i z -  
a t i o n  i n  t h e  "Third ~*?orld"  , e s p e c i a l l y  L a t i n  America. But t h i s  i s  
n o t  t h e  whole s t o r y .  There was a ve ry  s t r onq  i d e a  of t h e  Church a s  
Sacrament i n  t h e  world,  f o r  a l l  peonle  and t h i s  inc luded  t h e  i d e a  o f  
freedom, promotion o f  j u s t i c e ,  e t c .  ( ~ a m m e r t z )  

I d o n ' t  ag r ee  w i t h  t h e  s ta tement  that t h e  synod o f  1974 w a s  a 
succe s s ,  w a s  prophet ic ,and t h a t  t h e  s n o d  o f  1984 w a s  n o t .  There i s  
a  c e r t a i n  danqer  i n  i d e a l i z i n n  t h e  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  Synod, and even t h e  
document, Evanqe l i i  Nunt iand i  which fol lowed i t .  I w a s  i n  t h e  Aula 
f o r  t h e  1374 Synod and I exper ienced  t h e  same p roce s s  of enthusiasm 
d u r i n q  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  a n d t h e  drawinq back o f  t h e  second p a r t .  I n  t h i s  
Synod i t  was j u s t  t h e  same. The i n t e r v e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  were 
very  o w n ,  very  p o s i t i v e ;  b u t  t h e  croup r e p o r t s  which followed are 
d i s a n p i n t i n q .  I n  t h i s  Sync4 t h e  1 s t  r a l a t i o ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I n  each d i s c u s s i o n  group  t h e  more 
p r o q r e s s i v e  n a r t i c i p a n t s  were h indered  hy t h e  less p r o g r e s s i v e  ones .  
So t h e r e  fol lowed a time o f  t r y i n g  t.o r e c u r e r a t e ,  t o  q e t  back t o  t h e  
c l a r i t :  and oneness  o f  t h e  hen inn inn .  

True,  Evanqe l i i  Muntiandi o f  t h e  1974 Synod was a b e a u t i f u l  
document h u t  it t o o  h a s  its vreaknesses and we must r e c o ~ n i z e  them. 
me Synod o f  1971 s ays ,  "Prornotior~ of j u s t i c e  is  a  c o n s t i t u t i v e  e lement  
of the Church". Evanqe l i i  Nuntiandi s a y s ,  "promotinq i u s t i c e  i s  no t  
of i t s e l f  t h e  miss ion o f  t h e  Church". Th i s  i s  an  ~f.emous difference 
and we  must no t  f o r a e t  it. 

On i n t e r r e l i q i o u s  d i a l o w e  and t h e  theo loqy  o f  r e l i w i o n s ,  Evan- 
q e l i  Nunt iandi  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  Synod of 1974. 
The Sync4 had spoken o f  t h e  w s i t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  of God i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n s  n r epa r inq  h i s  f i n a l  man i f e s t a t i on  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
Evanqe l i  Nunt iandi  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of humanity a r e  n a t u r a l  r e l i g i o n s  h u t  t h e  on ly  d i v i n e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  
t h e  world i s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and on l :~  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  i s  capab l e  
o f  i n i t i a t i n q  a  v i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i o  between G o d  and man. 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  re l i c l ions  of Asia it bras a lmost  d i s a s t r o u s !  SO 
while  recoqniz inq  Evancrelii Nunt iandi  a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  t e x t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
Nos. 19 t o  20 ,  we must a l s o  acknowledne i t s  weaknesses. 

The t e x t  of t h i s  p r e s e n t  Svnod ha s  ~ e a k n e s s e s  t o o .  lie must 
r e coqn i s e  and acknowledge them. Pu t  t:~e q r e a t  advantage o f  t h i s  t e x t  
is t h a t  i t  is from t h e  Synod i t s e l f  i n  union w i th  t h e  Holv F a t h e r .  A s  
I a s s e s s  it t h l s  w i l l  be  seen a s  what is most p o s i t i v e  about  t h i s  Synod. 
(Dunuis) : 

- end - 



86/28 

SEDOS AnIhRIAI, GENERAL ASSPMBLY TZTESDAY, L)ECW.PER 10, 1985 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

CP 
cssp .  

FHM 
PSC 

OFM 
OH 
OM1 
OP 
OSC 
OSU 
PA 

RhTM 

RSCM 

Vincenzo C a r l e t t i  
Tom F a r r e l l y  
Bruno TrSchtler  
Tony reooheaan 
r a r q a r i t a  Perasa 
Pedro M .  Arramoide 
"flaurice R ich i t  
r rar i lou Vanderstraeten 
Armandine de Meyer 
Lorenzo c-batti 
Teresa Aqostino 
Luis Serracc i  
Francesco P i e r l i  
.ToSeDh TJhl 
Venatio Milani 
dean R a t i s t e  I t c a i n a  
Joe D ' N e i l l  
K a r l  Maria Brand 
Marie Rose Bequ6 
Marciana O 'KeeFe  
James Pe r luzz i  
S r i an  O'Donnell 
Charles Breault  
Rd Van rrerrienhoer 
James Remmrswaal 
Jeanne Hartono 
Pichael  F i t zqe ra ld  
Leonard Kaufmann 
Marcel Fur ic  
Sean P ie r re  Chevrolet 
Domenico Colombo 
Vivien Rowrnan 
Paqui t a  Tamayo 
Sonia Aldeguer 
Cathleen Prederoast  
Moira Ross 
P a t r i c i a  Connor 
Rernadette McNamara 
Judit-h Lure 
Vic to r i a  Rusch 
n a r i a  Lucia RrandSo 

Trans la to r s  

Jeannet te  Dastous, SA 
Daniela P e r s i a ,  RSCJ 
Valer ia  Guqlielmi 

SD9 

SCJ 

SMSM 
SPC 

SrnN 
SPS 
SSC 

SSPS 
SVD 

SMA 
TOR 

SEDOS : 

Suzanne Le G a l  
P i e r e t t e  Conde 
Maria EIaller 
Sarah Summers 
Mary Pawath 
Denise E l l i o t  
Godelieve Prove 
Anthonv Smit 
Luke Van b o y  
Stef  fen Jacques 
Perroux p d r e  
Rorst ~ & i a n  
Antonio Panteqhini 
Klinqler  John 
Madeleine Blaif  
Pushnam Gnanapragasam 
Michael Amaladoss 
Joaquin Fernandez 
Alber t  d i  Nanni 
Marie Lamerand 
Giuseppina Tresold i  
Rosa Es te r  Deleidi  
!.XI t i n e  .Wi! ?. 
John P. C a r r o l l  
Ren6 Obbels 
William Hall iden 
Kathleen Co l l ins  
Henry Heekeren 
Carlos Pape 
Joe Connolly 
Thotan Anthony 
Raymond Quetschenhach 
Ludqer F e l d k a p e r  
Fernando Luqo 
Relmiro Je r ~ e l o  
Gierardo Y.ellest 
Staudinqer Nax 
w. Van Frankenhuisen 
Thomas Panikaruparmhi l  

V i l l i e  Jenkinson, CSSp. 
Executive Secre tary  
Jac in tha  Alagiah 

Kathleen England . 
~ ~ n e k  Hoormann 

Mqr. Anselme Titianma Sanon Fr .  Jacques D u ~ u i s ,  SJ  
r g r .  Raphael Ndinqi Mwana'a Nzeki Abht Dammertz Viktor ,  OSB 




