


NEWS - 

Jerusalem Hope Center for Interfaith Understanding and Reconciliation- 
announces a colloquium which will be held in Rome. 

The theme is ONE GOD IN THREE RELIGIONS: A m  HOPE FOR RECONCILIATION? 
The date is Tuesday, 25th February, 1986 and the venue is the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools, Via Aurelia 496. There will be three main 
speakers: Rabbi David Roseu, director of the Jewish Heritage Center, 
Jerusalem; Rev. Thomas Barrosse, CSC., Superior General of the Holy 
Cross Congregation and Executive Chairman of the Jerusalem Hope Center; 
Kadi Wajdi Tabari, Judge of the Islamic Court. Haifa. The Conference 
will commence at 9.30 hrs. and end at 19.00 hrs. Among other Speakers 
will be Mgr. MejiH of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity and 
Rev. Thomas Michel, SJ. ofthe Secretariat for Non-Christian Religions. 

Vatican I1 - Twenty years On. This Bulletin (102, 198513) of Pro Mundi 
Vita is a timely publication on the 

occaiion of the Extraordinary Synod. It contains a very good review 
of world events and developments in the Church since the Council and 
an assessment of where we stand at present by Jan Kerkhofs. SJ.; Pro 
Mundi Vita, Rue de la Science 7, B-1040. Brussels. Pp.51. 

IAMS Mission Studies,the Journal of the International Association for 
Mission Studies Vo1.2-1/1985 contains the Report 

of the Sixth IAMS Conference, Harare, 8-14 January 1985 on Christian 
Mission and Human Transformation. The issue is a joint venture by Mambo 
Press, P.O.Box 779, Gweru, Zimbabwe and IAMS, Rapenburg 61, Leiden, 
Netherlands. 

SEDOS Bulletin Renewal Sugscriptions. We ask our readers to use the 
enclosed form, if convenient, 

to renew their subscriptions. It will help us avoid unnecessary mail- 
ing and administration expenses. 



BIBLE RND MISSION 

Conference q iven a t  t he  SEDOS Seminar, 
Rme, October 29, 1985 

Ludner Peldkamner , SYm 

(Texte condensdfl'une confdrence donnde au S4i-inaire de SEDOS 
sup Bible e t  r+ies7:on (?om,  29 October 1 8 8 s ) .  Le Pare FELDFL4fPFR 
e s t  Ze Secrdtaire  de Za F4cle'rationymdi& de Z'mostoZat CathoZ%que 
de Zn B ib le .  Le t e x t e  complet de sa  confdrence neut Ztre demand4 
au SecrQtar ia t  de SCDO.7). 

I. THE DIRLE I V  YTATICAN I1 

I should beqin by not ing  t h a t  Vatican I1 bras a  fundamental turn-  
ing r o i n t  i n  t h e  Church's a t t i t u d e  towards the  Bible.  The e f f e c t s  
of t h i s  spread gradual ly  throuqhout t h e  l o c a l  Churches and reached 
i n t o  t h e  most remote mission s i t u a t i o n s .  I draw your a t t e n t i o n  very 
b r i e f l y  t o  t h e  most i m w r t a n t  elements of t h e  Counci l ' s  teachinq on 
Sacred Scr ip ture  i n  t he  l i f e  of the  Church. 

1. Revelation i n  Word an? Deed. Aqainst a  one-sided ~ r o w s i t i o n a l  
not ion of r eve la t ion  t h e  Council 

s t a t e s  i n  t h e  'Const i tu t ion  on Divine Revela t ion ' :  
"This plan of revela t ion  i s  rea l i zed  bv deeds and words havino 
an inner  uni tv ."  

Related t o  t h i s  r eve la t ion  i n  word an? 6eed we must understand what 
i s  s a i ?  i n  the  'Cons t i tu t ion  on the  Church Today' : 

"The Church has alwavs had the duty  of sc ru t in i z inq  t h e  s i ans  of 
the  times an? of i n t e r p r e t i n q  them i n  the  l i q h t  of t h e  G o s p l " .  

Likewise, we read i n  t h e  'Decree on t h e  L a i t v ' :  
"Onlv by the  l i g h t  of f a i t h  and bv meditat ion on the  blord of God 
can one always and everywhere recoqnize God i n  \<horn "we l i v e ,  
and move, and have our heinq" (Acts 17 :?8 ) .  

2 .  The Dower of t h e  r,!ord of God. The Thlord of Cad a s  enshrined i n  
sacred Scr ip ture  not  only conveys 

information but - accordinq t o  the  teaching of t h e  Council based on 
the  Bible i t s e l f  - i s  mwerful  and ac t ive :  

"The force o f  power i n  t h e  Word of ?ad i s  so  q r e a t  t h a t  it 
remains the  support and energy of t h e  Church, tt-e s t r e n o t h  uf 
f a i t h  of her  sons, t he  food of t h e  sou l ,  t h e  pure and perennia l  
source o f  s u i r i t u a l  l i f e " .  (DV21) 

In t h i s  connection, the  'Apostol ic  Exhortation on Evangelizat ion i n  
the  Modern Vorld' s t a t e s  : 

"The Church evanael izes  when she seeks t o  convert  ( c f .  Rom.l:16; 
1.Cor. 1.18; 2 : 4 ) ,  s o l e l y  through the  d iv ine  power of the  
Wssaae  she nroclaims,  both the  personal  and c o l l e c t i v e  con- 

sciences of people"'. (EN 18) 
I n  t h e  same vein t h e  Exhortation s ~ a a k s  o f :  

" a f f e c t i n o ,  and a s  it were upse t t inu ,  through the  Dower of t h e  
Gospel, mankind's c r i t e r i a  of judqement, determining va lues ,  
po in t s  of i n t e r e s t ,  l i n e s  of thouqht,  sources of i n s p i r a t i o n  
and models of l i f e ,  which a r e  i n  c o n t r a s t  with the  !.!ord of rXd 
and the  plan of sa lva t ion ' .  (EN191 



3. Sacred Scr ip ture  - t h e  Pook of t h e  e n t i r e  People o f  God. The Bible 
i s  not  only 

the  book o f  t h e  rnaqisterium, t h e  teaching o f f i c e  of the  Church, o r  o f  
scholars ,  bu t  it i s  a book t h a t  should be i n  the  hands of a l l  of Cod's 
People. 

"Easy access t o  sacred S c r i ~ t u r e  should be provided f o r  a l l  
the Chr is t ian  f a i t h f u l "  (D1I 21) .  "This Sacred Synod ea rnes t ly  
and s o e c i f i c a l l y  uroes a l l  t h e  Chr is t ian  f a i t h f u l  e s p e c i a l l y  
r e l i a i o u s ,  t o  learn  by frequent  readinq of the Divine Scr ip tu res  
t h e  exce l l ing  knowledqe cf Jesus Chr i s t  ... Therefore they 
should o ladly  put themselves i n  touch with the  Sacred Text 
i t s e l f . .  ." (DV 25) . 

This i s  so  because a l l  t h e  f a i t h f u l  can and should con t r ibu te  towards 
a deeper understanding of Divine Revelation: 

"There i s  a  arowth i n  the understandin? of the r e a l i t i e s  and 
hwrds t h a t  have been handed down. This hao.wns throuqh t h e  
c o n t e n ~ l a t i o n  and study made by be l i eve r s ,  who t r easure  these  
th ings  i n  t h e i r  hea r t s " .  ( c f .  Luke 2:19. 2:51) 

Likewise, t h e  Eible i s  t h e  book of t h e  people because a l l  share i n  
the  prophetic o f f i c e  of Chr i s t  the Great Prophe' who cont inual ly  
f u l f i l l s  t h i s  o f f i c e :  

"not only through t h e  Iiierarchy who teach i n  h i s  name and with 
h i s  au thor i ty ,  bu t  a l s o  through the  l a i t y " .  "This evangelic- 
a t i o n ,  i . e .  t h i s  announcing of Chr i s t  by l i v i n q  testimony a s  
well  a s  by the  spoken word, t akes  on a s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t y  and a 
s p c i a l  force  i n  t h a t  it i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  the ordinary 
surroundings of the  world". (LG35). 

POST-CONCILILQ STATEMENTS 

I t  w o u l d f e i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  study how t h e d i r e c t i v n  'easy access t o  
sacred Scr ip ture  f o r  a l l "  unfolded, on the  l e v e l  of r e f l e c t i o n ,  theology 
and teachina ,  i n  pos t -conci l ia r  documents. I m u l d  l i k e  t o  mention 
only two t e x t s :  

The Apostolic Exhortion on Evanaelization (1975) No.4, i n  which 
P o ~ e  Paul V I  reminds us t o  be f a i t h f u l  "both t o  the message whose 
servants  we a r e  and t o  t h e  people t o  whom we must t ransmit  it 
l i v i n o  and i n t a c t "  and t h e  Puebla document of the  Latin American 
bishops of 1979, N o .  1001, which says t h a t  "Sacred Scr ip ture  i s  
the soul o f  evanqel i ra t ton  ." 

11. THREE .REAS OF BIBLICAL APOSTOLAIT. 

1. The perimeter  of b i b l i c a l  apos to la te  (or  the  a r e a  of p re -b ib l i ca l  
a p o s t o l a t e ) .  This c o n s i s t s  

in  making t.he Sc r ip tu res  access ib le  a s  a  book throuqh t r a n s l a t i o n ,  
production and d i s t r i b u t i o n .  This work is done, accordina t o  the  
d i r e c t i v e s  of the  Council, t o  a g rea t  extent  i n  col labornt ion  with 
the  Bible Soc ie t i e s  (DV 2 2 ) .  

Since 1968, in+erconfessional  b ib le  t r a n s l a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  have 
been undertakan by t h e  P h i l ~ p p i n e  Bible Society i n  e i g h t  of 
t h e  major lanquaqes and a n in th  one was added i n  1982. Finan- 
c i a l  cont r ibut ion  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Catholic  Church was a 
~ r o b l e m  . 
Cooperation has  been growinq. Five ou t  of f i f t e e n  board members 
of the  Phil ippine Bible Society a r e  Cathol ics .  In  1983 t h e  
bishops'  conference and t h e  Phi l ippine  Eible  Society s t a r t e d  
the  distribution pro jec t  "A Bible f o r  every family". 



Thanks t o  the  b reak th rouqh in in te rconfes s iona l  t r a n s l a t i o n  and 
i n  the  types  of  t r a n s l a t i o n  ( func t iona l  equivalent  versus  formal 
correspondent) ,  t he  Bible  i s  now ava i l ah le  t o  many F i l i p i n o s  
i n  a l a n y a q e  thev  understand and a t  a p r i c e  a nood rider can 
a f fo rd .  ManV neonle have a Bible of t h e i r  own f o r  the  f irst  
time - a novel e x w r i e n c e .  

2. B i b l i c a l  armstolate  i n  t h e  wider sense .  This can be understood - 
a s  re turn inq  sacred 

S c r i ~ t u r e  t o  i t s  c e n t r a l  and r i q h t f u l  p l ace  i n  t h e  Church, so t h a t  
the  Church beccmes ever more what she i s  by her  very na ture :  t he  
Bride of the rrlord (DV 2 3 ) .  r ' i th my own experience and involvement 
i n  t h e  R i b l i c a l  apos to la t e  I s t a r t e d  with what I have c a l l e d  " b i b l i c a l  
apos to la t e  i n  the  wider sense", and only  then moved on t o  " b i b l i c a l  
apos to la t e  i n  the  narrower and more s g e c i f i c  sense which I w i l l  
descr ibe  b e ~ d w .  

a) I n  my f i r s t  phase of involvement (1967-72), b i b l i c a l  apos to la t e  
was mainly the  onqoin? formation of "minis ters  of the  Word" 
( n r i e s t s ,  r e l i q i o u s ,  seminarians,  p a s t o r a l  l e a d e r s ,  c a t e c h i s t s ,  
teachers ,  c u r s i l l i s t a r s ,  e t c . )  

b) The concern was more "exeqet ica l"  , i . e .  handinq on the  r e s u l t s  
of modern exeqesis .  My con tac t  with l a y  m o p l e ,  however, opened 
my eyes t o  a new dinension of t h e  Bihle/l.!ord o f  God: " l i f e  
dimension". My l e c t u r e s  i n  the  seminary became, I be l i eve ,  
l e s s  bookish i n  t h i s  way. 

3. n i b l i c a l  apos to la te  i n  a narrower and more s p e c i f i c  sense.  This 
embodies 

t h e  e f f o r t  t o  nive t h e  Rible t o  " a l l  the  Chri-stian f a i t h f u l " ,  and t o  
provide t h e  S c r i n t u r e s ,  wi th  s u i t a b l e  comnents, "a l so  f o r  t h e  use of 
Non-Christians" (DV 2 5 ) .  

MY EXPERIENCE AT VIGAN 

a )  Fac t s .  Durinn the  vears  1978-1983 my involvement i n  t h e  h i b l i c a l  - 
apos to la te  changed due t o  t h e  followinq f a c t s :  

- The Rible a s  a book was now ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  w o p l e  i n  a 
new and a ~ p e a l i n q  t r ans la t ion - the  New Testament s ince  1973 
and the  complete r?ible s ince  19112. 

- Renewal movements (Pas ic  Chr i s t i an  C o m u n i t i e s ,  Charismatic 
Qenerral Fnovement) became a n r e a t  chal lenge t o  t h e  b i b l i c a l  
apos to la t e  . 

- r!ith the  foundation of the  John Paul I B i b l i c a l  Centre I 
beqan t o  use t h e  team anproach i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  apos to la t e .  

b)  Discoveries .  In the  process,  we made a number of d iscover ies  
(which may have been known t o  o t h e r s ,  but  we learned 

them throurrh our own e x w r i e n c e s )  . 
- The b i b l i c a l  messaqe i s  addressed t o  t'ne whole person,  not  

only t o  the  i n t e l l e c t .  Nence the  importance of t h e  a r t s  an8 
c r e a t i v i t y  i n  the  b i b l i c a l  apos to la t e  ( p o s t e r s ,  sonas, drama, 
dance e t c . )  . 

- The i n t r d u c t i o n  t o  the  Bible is  t h e  group (no t  some - 
wri t t en  ma te r i a l  about the  Rible:) an$ the  seminar where 
~ e o ~ l e  make d i scover i e s  toqether  and enr ich  one another .  



- Rible stuAy has  t o  be  complemented by b i b l e  shar inq:  they 
have t o  qo hand in hand. Further ,  one has t o  s ta r t  with 
b ib le  sharino: if t h i s  i s  done well t h e r e  w i l l  automatical ly 
be a c a l l  f o r  b i b l e  study which, in t u r n ,  w i l l  l ead  t o  
deewned b i b l e  sharinq.  

- The b i b l i c a l  mezsaoe i s  n o t  so much t o  ka understood ae t o  be 
- p u t  i n t o  p rac t i ce .  - There i s  no procer readinq of t h e  Bible which a b s t r a c t s  from 

l i f e  (K. Barth: 'The Bible i n  one hand and the  newspapr i n  - 
t he  o t h e r ' ;  Cardinal Koniq: 'Not so much concerned with i n t e r -  
p re t inq  a book than with i n t e r p r e t i n g  l i f e  - i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 
t h e  Cord contained i n  t h e  book ' ) .  

- We have t o  s t a r t  from where the  peoule a r e .  The malori ty of 
F i l i p i n o s  a r e  young, Catholic ,  music-loving, poor, e t c .  A l l  
t h i s  has t o  be taken i n t o  considerat ion i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  
apos to la te  . 

c )  A c t i v i t i e s .  Some types o f  a c t i v i t i e s  have qrown out  of these 
s i t u a t i o n s  and exueriences: 

- The Basic Bible Seminar and the Bible F a c i l i t a t o r s '  Seminar: 
introductory courses of f i v e  eveninqs o r  two-and-a-half days 
lcadinq t o  proper use of t h e  R i b l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  b ib le-  
sharinq groups: 

- The Emaus Gospel Gatherings: monthly days on the  Rible with 
shar ing ,  studyinq, ce leb ra t inq ,  l i v i n q  the  Word of Cad; 

- The Youth Gospel F e s t i v a l s  and t h e  Gospel Song Seminars: 
annual f e s t i v a l s  appealing t o  the  youth; gospel song seminars 
f o r  c rea t inq  gospel sonqs based on t h e  l i t r u q y  of the  three-  
year  cycle:  

- Reqional workshops on t h e  b i b l i c a l  apos to la te :  the  representa-  
t i v e s  of ten  dioceses meet every year t o  r e m r t  on, r e f l e c t  on 
and plan the  bKblical apos to la te  of t h e i r  d ioceses .  

A l l  o f  t h i s  has been possiSle through t h e  dynamism of some people 
and approval and support on the  p a r t  of most of the  bishops. 

111. W E  SITUATION OF TKE t?IORLDT*TDE APOSTOLATE: -- 
FACTS WD 1 e m s  

What follows is  an at tempt t o  summrize s i t u a t i o n s  and t rends  
which have emerqed from the  r e p o r t s  of t h e  !qCFFA I11 Plenary Assembly, 
held i n  Banqalore, Ind ia ,  in  Auqust 1984 ( the  complete documentation of 
which w i l l  be ~ u b l i s h e d  s o n )  , and during the  WCF'BA Executive Committee 
meeting i n  r ay ,  1985. 

Among the  f a c t s  and t r ends  emergina i n  these  r e o o r t s ,  the  followinq 
a r e  t h e  most noteworthy: 

l."Fiunqer f o r  the  Word of God". The word of Amos about "a famine f o r  
hearinq t h e  ??ord of God" (8:11) seems t o  apply i n  a specia l  way t o  
our t i m e .  

a )  This  hunger f o r  t h e  rlord of God is esoec ia l ly  t anq ib le  i n  
renewal movements l i k e  the  Charismatic Renewal Movement, t h e  
Neo-Catechumenate, the  Pas ic  Chr i s t i an  Communities, the  Movement 
f o r  a Be t t e r  1~'orld. t h e  Marriaqe Encounter Mcvement, e t c .  



b)  This  hunqer i s  ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  f e l t  i n  t h e  Youno Churches of the  
so-cal led Third I.lorlrl. Here a re  some examples. 

- The P ib le  Li fe  Movement i n  Korea has helper? thousands of 
s tudents  i n  b i b l e  shar inq  and studv qroups t o  a  d e e p r  
Chr i s t i an  l i f e  and corrmitment. The novement i s  growing 
cons tant ly  amonq mothers and taxi+.r ivers  - t o  mention j u s t  
a  few. 

- In t h e  Ph i l ipp ines ,  t o  respond t o  the  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
Sc r ip tu re ,  the  Decade of t h e  Family (1930-1990) has resul tec '  
i n  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  hetween t k e  Bishops' Conference and the  
Phi l ippine  Bihle Society t o  provide "a Bible fo r  every family" 
which, it is  hoped, w i l l  develop a  familv ca teches i s  based 
on t h e  l ec t iona ry .  

- Simi lar  examples a re  ava i l ab le  from o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  world. 

2 .  Translat ion a c t i v i t i e s .  

a )  Since the  Council,  e f f o r t s  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  Bible have been 
made a s  never before i n  the  h i s t o r v  o f  t h e  Church. These 
t r a n s l a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e i r  r e s u l t s  a r e  charac ter ized  
by th ree  elements: 

- L i t u r q i c a l t  The decis ion  of t h e  I1 Vatican Council t o  have 
t h e  Liturqv i n  t h e  vernacular  has prorpted a  decree o f  t r ans -  
l a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  never e x w r i s n c e d ' b c f o r r .  . 

- In terconfess ional :  The Counci l ' s  sugqestion t o  have intercon- 
f e s s i o n a l  t r a n s l a t i o n s  (DV 2 2 )  has led t o  t h e  "Guiding Pr inc ip le s"  
f o r  in t e rconfess iona l  t r a n s l a t i o n s  (19681, the  second e d i t i o n  
of which i s  soon t o  be publishecl bv t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  Pro- 
motinq Chr i s t i an  rrnitv. 

- Missionary. The new tvpe OF t r a n s l a t i o n ,  t h e  so-ca l led  "func- 
t i o n a l  euuivalent" ,  has spec ia l  a p w a l  and i s  widely read by 
reonle  who never had, o r  !lave l o s t ,  f a ~ i l i a r i t v  wi th  the  t e r -  
minoloqy of t h e  Church. 

b)  The f lou r i sh inq  of  t r a n s l a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  evident  from t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  170 in terconfess ional  b ib le  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a re  i n  pro- 
c e s s  a t  t h i s  moment. 

C )  The WCFRn i s  workinq on a  ccmplete l i s t i n f f  of  a l l  Catholic  
and In terconfess ional  b i b l e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  - a  work never under-  
taken Sefore.  

3.  I n t e r n r e t a t i o n  of  the  Bible i n  the  context  of l i f e .  

a) In t h e  b i h l i c a l  anos to la t e  the re  Is a  s t ronae r  emphasis on the 
"hemeneut ica l"  t h a r  on t h e  "exeqetical"  approach t o  the  Bible:  
People a re  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  meaninq "here and now" than 
on the  meaninq "then and there" .  

h) " F i d e l i t y  t o  the  messarre" is  now seen more c l e a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  oth;?r po le ,  rimelv " e i d e l i t y  t o  the  r e o ~ l e "  t o  whom the  
messaqe must be t ransmi t ted  l i v i n q  and i n t a c t  ( E F  4 ) .  

C )  "l'heoloqy i n  context"  and " incul tura t ion: '  a r e  important a spec t s  
o f  readinq sacred S c r i ~ t u r e  i n  t h e  m s t - c o n c i l i a r  e ra  - a s  they 
always have been. 

I V .  "HE R I P E  I N  THE COPTTEXT OF THE YOUNG CHURCFTS 
the  way t o  au then t i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

1 .  F iAel i tv  t o  the  Gosnel, f i d e l i t y  t o  the  ~ e o o l e :  au then t i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
-- 

a )  In add i t ion  t o  the  quota t ions  from EVANGELTI NIRTIANDI and AD GENTES 
(Cf. above) I would l i k e  t o  m o t e  t h e  s tatement  of the  Cons t i tu t ive  



Assembly of EATCT i n  E c ~ r c n i - :  1, 1976: " In  order  t o  be f a i t h f u l  
t o  the  ~ a s ~ l  and t o  our peoples. we have t o  r e f l e c t  on the  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  our  own s i t u a t i o n s  and t o  i n t e r p r e t  the  I,lord i n  re-  
l a t i o n  t o  these  r e a l i t i e s " .  

b) Gaswl  i n  the  context  o f  t h e  rrider Church is emphasized by 
Fr. Ludwiq Viedenamann, s i ,  i n  TIEOLOGIE DF.R ~ I ~ T E N  b m T :  

Eine Einfiihrunq, p. 1 7 :  "European theology i s  on the  way t o  
becominq a reqional  theology a!~onq with the  o t h e r s  i n  the  Universal 
Church. One o f  the  most important t a sks  f o r  the  fu ture  i n  a l l  
theoloqica l  reqions i s  t o  seek dialogue with each o the r ,  t o  give 
impulses arm3 t o  c o r r e c t  each o ther  i n  order  t o  develop a plufiform 
world-theoloqy". 

C )  Fr. Karl Rchner's r r t i c l e :  "Touai6s a  fundamental theoloqica l  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Vatican 11" i n  THEOLOZZCAL STLmiES 4 0  (1979), 
np. 716-727, is o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  and relevance. He con- 
s i d e r s  "Vatican 11 a s  the f i r s t  major o f f i c i a l  event i n  which 
the Church ac tual ized  i t s e l f  ~ r e c i s e l y  a s  a  World Church" ( p .  717). 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  must incu l tu ra te  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  contemporary 
cu l tu res  of a l l  Asia and Africa i f  i t  i s  now t o  be ,  a s  it has 
bequn t o  be, rrenuinely a :.lorid Church" (p. 723) . . . ."Modern 
missionary h i s t o r y  shows t h a t  Chr i s t i an i ty  a s  a  western export  
a c t u a l l y  succeeded n e i t h e r  with 31e hiqh c u l t u r e s  of the  E a s t ,  
nor i n  the  world of Islam, p rec i se ly  b e c a ~ s e  it was western 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  and souoht in  t h a t  .-y t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  
r e s t  of the  world" ( p .  724).  

2 .  The Bible i n  d i f f e r e n t  contexts :  th ree  i l l u s t r a t i o n s :  -- 

AFRICA: Bishop Pa t r i ck  Kalilombe, i n  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "The Role 
of che African R i b l i s t  i n  the  Church in  Afr ica  Today" makes 

some pe r t inen t  obse rva t io~ l s  on the  r o l e  of sacred Scr ip tu re  i n  the  
" loca l i za t ion"  of the  church. A s  i n  Afrtca so a l s o  i n  Asia and Latin 
America a l l  of t h e  l o c a l  churches are  "attemptinq t o  make \ID f o r  l o s t  
time". Now "the Rible ... i s  t h e  b a s i s  ground f o r  authent ica t inq  Church 
l i f e  and p rac t i ce  ... I t  i s  tl:c sacred Scr ip tu res  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  the  
bas i s  f o r  the  Church's experience and p rec t i ce" .  Thus, f o r  the  l o c a l i z -  
a t ion  o f  the  church i n  Africa it i s  necessary t h a t  the  members of the  
Chr is t ian  communities "have t h e  Sc r ip tu res  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  ava i l ab le  ... 
i n  such a way t h a t  t h e  Rible i s  seen a s  God's chal lenqe t o  t h e i r  f a i t h  
anfl. obedience" . 29 )  . 

I n  t h i s  t a s k  of l o c a l i z a t i o n ,  in which the  Rible has a  bas ic  
funct ion ,  both the  h i b l i c a l  s p e c i a i r s t  ant1 the people hove t o  work to-  
qe ther :  t h e  b i b l i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t  because h i s  soec i l l i za t io r .  concerns 
the  Bible,  and t h e  people - "the comon p o p l e ,  tile unsophis t ica ted ,  
the  l e s s  educated - thosewhomke u? the  ma3ority of the   nul la ti on 
(P. 3 0 ) .  

The b i h l i s t  in  t h e  pas tora l  context  of the  people cannot a f fo rd  
t o  became "a s p c i a l i s t  i n  the  usual  academic sense,  bu t  must a s p i r e  
towards a more meaninaful spec ia l i za t ion  t o  understand the  r e a l  needs 
o f  the  = o d e ,  learning Srcm the  o e o p l e ~  shsr ina  i n  t h e i r  v i s ion  of 
l i f e ,  discoverina t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s ,  t h e i r  quest ions and a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
t h e i r  howes and f e a r s ,  t h e i r  nodcst ~ r o j e c t E  :., l i f e ,  t h e i r  joys and 
sorrows, t h e i r  f a i l u r e s  and successes,  the  p o s i t i v e  aspects  of t h e i r  
mental i ty anrl uav of l i f e ,  but  a l s o  the  darker s i d e s  of them" ( p . 3 0 ) .  



The b i b l i s t  i n  the  p a s t o r a l  context  of the  people cannot a f fo rd  
t o  become "a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  the  usual  academic sense. but must a s p i r e  
towards a  more meaningful s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  t o  understand the  r e a l  needs 
of the people, learn ing  from the  people, sharing i n  t h e i r  v i s i o n  of 
l i f e ,  discovering t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s ,  t h e i r  ques t ions  and a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
t h e i r  hopes and f e a r s ,  t h e i r  modest p r o j e c t s  i n  l i f e ,  t h e i r  joys and 
sorrows, t h e i r  f a i l u r e s  and successes,  the  p o s i t i v e  aspects  of t h e i r  
menta l i ty  and way of l i f e ,  but a l s o  the darker  s ides  of them" (p. 30) 

.."It i s  very l i k e l y  t h a t  the  Bible w i l l  now speak d i f f e r e n t l y .  It w i l l  

have become a  l i v i n g  message t o  the  a c t u a l  people here and now. 

INDIA: A few years  ago, Fr. George M. Soares-Prabhu, s j ,  i n  a  "proposal 
fo r  discussion" (CONMITKENT AND CONVERSION: A b i b l i c a l  hermeneu- 

t i c  f o r  Ind ia  today),  d e a l t  with s e v e r a l  bas ic  quest ions concerning the  
way i n  which the  Bible i s  t o  be read i n  India .  He p laces  "the s t a r t i n g  
point  of the hermeneutical process i n  the  present  experience of the 
i n t e r p r e t e r  o r ,  more p rec i se ly ,  i n  the  'profound and enriching questions 
and suspicions about our r e a l  s i t u a t i o n '  which lead inev i t ab ly  to  
'a  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  Bible which i s  equal ly profound and en- 
r ich ing '"  (pp .8,9) .  

"The Bible has become the  ' p r i v a t e  property '  of the b i b l i c a l  
scholar  - of ten  with no ' s o c i a l  mortgage' whatever!.. A very la rge  
proport ion of the  many thousands of books and a r t i c l e s  on the  Bible 
tha t  appear each year have nothing t o  say t o  the  towering r ea l - l ive  
i s sues  a f f l i c t i n g  a  s u f f e r i n g ,  explo i ted  and d i r e c t l y  threatened 
humanity, but move i n  remote academic by-ways where even the  pur su i t  
of t r u t h  ( c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  exegesis  a t  i t s  bes t )  
quickly degenerates i n t o  an i r r e spons ib le  craving f o r  o r i g i n a l i t y "  

(PP. 10,11) . 
,, The r e s u l t  i s  an exegesis  which has l o s t  i t s  s o c i a l  moorings and 

i t s  s o c i a l  concern. No longer i s  the  message of the  Bible s i g n i f i c a n t .  
The Bible has becomeabooktobed i scussed ,d i s sec ted ,  analysed, annotated 
- a l l  but  l i s t e n e d  to .  It has been buried under a  mountain of pain- 
s takingly  d e t a i l e d  s tud ies  which s p e l l  out everything except the  
s i g n i f k a n a 3  ,6f it's challenqinq and transforminn yord.  .. 

A= I ~ d i a n  reading of the Bible i s  a  reading from an Indian r o i n t  of view, 
a  reading guided by s e n s i b i l i t y ,  shaped by Indian  c u l t u r e  and prcvoked 
by quest ions emerging from the  Indian  s i tua t ion"  (p.12). "For the  
Bible,  i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  e f f o r t s  of western exegesis  t o  domesticate 
i t ,  remains a  revolut ionary t e x t  proclaiming good news t o  the  poor" 
(p. 13) .  "Be need, then,  a  commitment t o  the  poor without which we w i l l  
not  be a b l e  t o  understand a  t e x t  which has been handed down to  us ex- 
p l i c i t l y  a s  'good news t o  the  poor ' ,  nor be ab le  t o  proclaim i t  as  a  
l i b e r a t i v e  message t o  a  people 85% of whom l i v e  on o r  below the  poverty 
l ine . "  (p.19;. 



LATIN AMERICA (B-azi l) :  I n  order t o  be read a u t h e n t i c a l l y  and t o  f u l f i l  
i t s  funct ion  i n  helping t o  cons t ruc t  au then t i c  

Chr i s t i an  conrmunities, the  Bible has t o  be read by the  people them- 
se lves .  It can no longer remain the  domain of church a u t h o r i t i e s  and 
b i b l i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s .  I n  the  movement of the  Basic Chr i s t i an  C m u n i -  
t i e s  i n  La t in  America, e spec ia l ly  (Braz i l  i t  has 200.000 bas ic  Chr i s t i an  
c m u n i t i e s  and 100,000 Bible c i r c l e s ) ,  the  Bible  has becone once ' ,  

again the  book of the  people. Here a r e  some elements of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of the  Bible by the  people as out l ined  by Fr .  Gi lber to  Gorgulho, op, 
i n  h i s  r epor t  t o  the WCFBA Bangalore Plenary Assembly i n  1984. 

Vision f o r  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :  Within the  context  of ce l eb ra t ions ,  en- 
counters  and t r a i n i n g  a  very simple but 

extremely important v i s i o n  of the  Bihle has been crea ted  which influen- 
ces  the  l i f e  of the Church and the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  Bible. Four 
aspects  can be discerend.  

As a  book of f a i t h ,  not  a  t e x t  t o  be s tudied;  as  "our book, w r i t t e n  
f o r  us"; and a s  an element of contemporary l i f e  using to-day's events  
a s  a  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  understanding the  Bible;  conversely,  the  happenings 
of the  Bible o f f e r  guide l ines  f o r  l i f e .  

S igni f icance  of Popular I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

1)  Objective: The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of l i f e  and s p i r i t u a l i t y  focuses on 
problems o the r  than those of exegesis  and even i n t e r p r e t a t e s  the l a t t e r .  
2 )  The Agents: k'ho has the  "senser of the  church" the  indiv idual ,  
the  exper t ,  t he  community? has assumed new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  
3) C r i t e r i a :  Pope Pius X I 1  i n s i s t e d  on two types of c r i t e r i a :  those of 
f a i t h  and those of science.  The former a r e  of the  people, r e l a t e d  
inmediately t o  l i f e  but serving a l s o  a s  commentary on the l a t t e r .  
4) Place of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :  Social  r e a l i t y  i s  the  p lace ,  which f a c t  
sharply inf luences  the  process. the  poor read the  Bible  fram the  
angle of t h e i r  own su f fe r ing  and l i b e r a t i o n .  What was the  point  of 
depar ture  of Jesus  and the prophets? How does t h i s  c w p a r e  wi th  
s c i e n t i f i c  and h i e r a r c h i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  
5) Medthod: New methods a r e  helping t o  penet ra te  the meaning of Scrip-  
t u r e  methods which reveal  the  whole context  of the  peoples of the  
Bible.  Which of the  methods a r e  proving most b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  applying 
the  message of today's l i f e  and helping the  communities t o  respond t o  
the  message? 
6)  Process: Differellt  f a c t o r s  inf luence the  determining of the  sense 
of Sc r ip tu re .  How can these  be u t i l i s e d  t o  be open t o  the  impulses 
of the s p i r i t :  sc ience ,  r e a l i t y ,  au thor i ty ,  c m u n i t y ?  
7 )  Option f o r  the  I'oor: This a f f e c t s  the  process,  focus and methods 
a s  well  a s  the  r e s u l t s .  

V .  THE WCFBA AT THE SERVICE OF BIBLE AND MISSION 

1. The Purpose of the Federat ion i s  the  promotion of the  b i b l i c a l  
apos to la t e  i n  the threefold  sense I have described.  Tested a c t i v i t i e s  
ca r r i ed  out by the  Federa t ion ' s  members i n  the  various a reas  of b i b l i c a l  
apos to la t e  a re :  



a )  L i tu rn ica l  Celebrat ions:  I S c r i p t u r a l  Formation of p r i e s t s :  
C )  Lav Ministry R a i n i n q  so t h a t  l a y  leaders  can lead t h e i r  groups 
and communities i n  orayer,  b i b l i c a l  ca teches is  and ac t ion ;  d)  - In te r -  
confessional  Coowration with a l l  who r e c q n i z e  t h e i r  common he r i t age  
i n  sacred Scr io ture . :  e )  Dialoque with o the r  Relioions whose sacred 
wri t inns  contain many "seerls of t h e  '$lord"; f )  Outreach t o  the  Unchurched 
and ilnbelievers; n) S u p w r t  of J u s t i c e  and Human Riqhts which p e r t a i n s  t o  
the  h e a r t  of the  b i b l i c a l  messaqe: h) Mass Hedia Comunication which 
is  becanina a new universa l  lanrmaae of sounds and imaqes. 

2 .  Structure  

a )  rhe Federation c o n s i s t s  of Fu l l  and Associate tqembers. F u l l  
Members a r e  na t ional  orqaniza t ions  or i n s t i t u t i o h s .  Associate 
Members a r e  o ther  organizat ions such as oublishinq houses, r e l i g i o u s  
orders ,  indiv idual  dioceses e t c .  

b) The delcqates  of F u l l  and Associate Members assemble every s i x  
years  for  t h e  Plenary Assembly (1972 Vienna, 1978 Malta, 1984 
Panqalore). 

c )  Five reg iona l  groupinqs have so  f a r  come i n t o  exis tence  o r  a r e  i n  
the  makinq : 

- Latin America: FEBICAY wlth i t s  o f f i c e  i n  Roqota, Columbia. 

- Africa:  BICAX with o f f i c e  i n  Nairobi: SECAM (Symposium of bishops'  
conferences of Africa and Madacrascar). 

- Asia: S.E. Asia: Ranqalore, Ind ia ;  S.E. and N.E. Asia; Viqan. 

- Arabonhone countr ies  of the  Middle Eas t :  i n i t i a t i v e  of Bishop 
Antonius Naquib, Minia, E w t .  

- France-ohone countr ies  (Belqium, Canada, France, Switzerland, Z a i r e ) .  

3. History - GrowthandDynamism 

Durinq the  16 yea r s  of i t s  exis tence  the  Federa t ion ' s  qrowth and 
dynamism can be ascer ta ined from the  increas inq number of p a r t i c i p a n t s  
i n  the  Plenarv Assemblies of the  Federation: 

1972 Vienna: a b u t  20 p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  1970 Malta: 77 from 44 countr ies :  
and 1984 P a n q a l o r e  119 from 53 countr ies .  

Also from the  increas inq number of members- 

1972 1978 1984 

F u l l  Members 25 49 61 
Associate Members 6 4 4 1 3 2  

Darinrr the  second ha l f  of 1905 a number of reqional  worksho~s  on 
the  b i b l i c a l  acos to la te  a r e  takinq n lace .  

Roqota, Coimbia f o r  Latin America U f o r  Centra l  and Eastern 
Eurnoe (Seutember); Honu Konq f o r  Asia ( O c t o k r l  : Cyorus f o r  the  
Arabnhone countr ies  of th? Middle Eas t  (November). 

Our General S e c r e t a r i a t e  s i t u a t e d  i n  S t u t t q a r t  is always ready t o  
answer vour quer i e s  and t o  helu i n  any way poss ib le .  



LA BIBLe ET LA WISSION 
nuelques ~xpe'riences 

P i e t  R i j k s ,  CSSP. 

(This i s  an abridged version o f  the Con.ference qiver. a t  the 
SELOiS Seminar, BibZe and I'nission (Rome, 29th October, 29851. Piet 
Flijks i s  trea'mrer o f  the l/orZd Federntion o f  the Catholic BibZicaZ 
Apostolate. 
He describes s m e  e x m Z e s  o f  the hibZicaZ apostozate which the 
Federation has helped t o  finance. The f u l l  t e s t  i s  availabte a t  

Dans un a r t i c l e  "La Bible e t  l e  Continent Afr ica in" ,  publie  dans 
l a  bcurnentation Catholique du 4 ju in  1978,  l e  c a r d i h a l  Zoungrana 
c o n s t a t a i t  : 

'iilos Jetmes EqZises ont 4t4 pmfonddment mrqudes a m  temps de 
leur f a d a t i o n ,  par l e s  conceptions e t  pratiqxes de Z'dpoque: Le caM- 
chisme. L'incav&??:znt d t a i t  de prdsenter Za v i e  chr4tienne come 
m e  doctrine dcro ire  e t  une moraZe ct p M q u e r ,  erl oih t ian t  queZque 
peu qu 'e l te  e s t  aussi  ?pel permanent de I 'Esprit  entendu h a  La 
.Parole de Dieu e t  Zu dans l e s  s i c e s  de l a  v ie  quotidienne." 

LES LANGUES 

L'evannelisat ion en ces  temps-la s ' a d r e s s a i t  souvent .3 des  
nopulations q u i  n 'avaient  pas l 'usage  d e  l ' e c r i t u r e .  L 'Eglise s e  
h e u r t a i t  au probl8me de l a  m u l t i p l i c i t e  des  lanques: e l l e s  sont  pr6s 
de 5.000 selon l e s  d e r n i e r s  recznsements du SIL (Summer I n s t i t u t e  of 
L i n g u i s t i c s ) .  Coment f a i r e  quand 3ans un pays de dimensions modestes 
comme l e  Tchad nar eremple, un centa ine  de lanques sont  oa r l ees?  o u , @ m d  
dans nn meme diocese comme par exemple rlopti au Mali, chaque paroisse  
a  sa  lanque? 

Le fac teur  ~ l i t i q u e :  I1 f a u t  a j o u t e r  a u s s i  l e  f ac teur  p o l i t i q u e  qu i  
peut infl i lencer  effect ivement l e  t r a v a i l  de 

t raduct ion .  I1 e s t  curieux de cons ta te r  p r  exemple que dans un pays 
oil regne l ' i n s e c u r i t e ,  l e  personnel rnissionnaire &ant  obl ige  de 
r e s t e r  dans uae mEme mission ou paroisse ,  s e  met p lus  facilement d 
c e t t e  tache de t raduct ion  ~ u i s a u e  l e  t r a v a i l  ne p u t  p lus  s e  poursuivre. 
J e  pense par  exemple au Tchad, oil l e s  miss iomai res  o n t  t r a d u i t  dans 
d iverses  lanrmes s u r t o u t  l e s  l i v r e s  l i t u r q i q u e s .  L'exemple l e  p lus  
franpant  v i e n t  du Mozambique: s i  pendant l a  d r i o d e  de domination 
w r t u n a i s e ,  1 ' E g l i s e  s ' e t a i t  rldn4ralement. contentee de l a  lanque por tuqaise ,  
durant  l a  querre d'i.nd6mndance e t  apres on a  a s s i s t 6  B une a c t i v i t e  
f a r i l e  de t r aduc t ion .  

Les lanques pr imaires :  Ces lanoues on t  normalemenc une longue t r a d i t i o n  
l i t t e r a i r e ,  e l l e s  sont  employees dans l 'enseianement 

s u d r i e u r e  e t  u n i v e r s i t a i r e  e t  souvent a u s s i  dans l ' i n f o m a t i o n  technoloqique. 
Ces lanaues on t  evidemment une grande influence s u r  d ' a u t r e s  lanques, e t  
c ' e s t  l a  ra ison pour l aque l l e  on l e s  appel le  lanques primaires.  Dans c e t t e  
ca tegor ie  il f a u t  c l a s s e r  l 'Ang la i s ,  l e  Franqais ,  l lEspaqnol ,  l e  Russe, 
l 'Arabe, l e  Findi ,  l 'Urdu, l e  J a p n a i s  e t  l c  Chinois .  I1 y a  environ 



75 lanques primaires dans l e  monde e t  e l l e s  representent  a peu pres  
80% de l a  populat ions mondiale. Toutes ces  lanques p o s s a e n t  l a  
t raduct ion  de l a  Bible,  c e r t a i n e s  depuis des s i e c l e s  de j5 .  

Les lanmles secondaircs:  ces  lanques o n t  une t r a d i t i o n  l i t t e r a i r e  
p lus  r e s t r e i n t e .  On i n s  u t i l i s e  p a r f o i s  

d dans l 'dducat ion  secondaire. Reaucoup d ' e l l e  s e s o n t  des "l ingua franca".  
Dans ce  qroune on retrouve l e  Baussa, l e  Swahil i ,  l e  Zulu, l e  Wnqala,  
l e  P i l i o i n o  ou Taoaloq, l e  Pidgin e t  l e  Creole e t  beaucoup d ' a u t r e s .  
Ce qroupe con t i en t  .S peu p r e s  450 lanques e t  e l l e s  reqroupent environ 
13% de  l a  oopulat ion mondiale. Le Nouveau Testament a 6tB t r a d u i t  
dans l a  p lupar t  de ces langues, l a  Rihle e n t i e r e  dans qrielques unes, 
l e  t r a v a i l  de t raduct ion  s e    our suit pour l e s  a u t r e s .  

Les lanques t e r t i a i r e s :  ce  sont  des  langues ofi l ' d c r i t u r e  e s t  de  da te  
recente  e t  on l e s  emploie seulement dans i 

l 'enseiqnement primaire.  Ces lanques sont  extrsmement importantes 
Dour l ' i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ethnique p u i s q u ' e l l e s  f o m e n t  un rempart cont re  
l ' a a r e s s i o n  ~ u l t u r e l l e  souvent imposee de l ' e x t e r i e u r .  Je c r o i s  que 
llexem.ple des Indiens Navajos aux Etats-Unis e s t  typique. I1 y a un 
s i e c l e ,  on pensa i t  aue c e t t e  lanque t r i b a l e  a l l a i t  mourir de sa  b e l l e  
mort. Ouand, ve r s  1860, l e s  Navajos f u r e n t  parquLs dans l e u r s  reserves  
il n ' y  en a v a i t  p lus  que 8.000. Tout l e  monde e t a i t  ~ r s u a d e  gue 
ces  qens p a r l e r a i e n t  b ien td t  tous ang la i s  p u i s q u ' i l s  devaient  l 'appren- 
d re  .S 1'Bcole. Les missionnaires n 'avaient  donc pas i d t u d i e r  l e  
Navajo, ce  qu i  exolinue a u s s i  l e  p u  d ' h i s t o i r e s  s a i n t e s  en Navajo. 
Mais actuel lement,  il y a p lus  de 100.000 Navajos e t  p lus  de 70% 
d ' e n t r e  eux n'emploient jm.ais l ' a n q l a i s  malgrL un systeme c u l t u r e 1  
qui v o u l a i t  Lliminer e t  l a  langue e t  l a  c u l t u r e  de c@ w u p l e .  Ce 
qrouoe de lanques a ~ p e l l e  a u s s i  "Lanques t r i b a l e s "  con t i en t  environ 
900 lanques c y i  re-presentent seulement 59, de l a  pooulat ion mondiale. 
I1 y a un qrand e f f o r t  de t raduct ion  dans ce  groupe. 

Enfin. rassemble e n t r e  2.000 e t  4.000 lanques e t  
d i a l e c t e s .  En papouasie seule ,  les l i n g u i s t e s  

e t  ethnoloques on t  denobrd p r e s  de 700 (696) langues e t  d i a l e c t e s  
oa r l ees  par  3 mil l ions  de qrns .  Ce groupe ne reprLsente que 2% de l a  
p o ~ u l a t i o n  n~ondiale s o i t  enzore 80 mi l l ions  de personnes. 

n u a l i t e  de t r aduc t ion .  Evidemment, l a  q u a l i t 6  de t raduct ion  dans 
n'imnorte de oes g r o u p s  depend de l a  q u a l i t 6  

des t raducteurs .  Malheureusement c e l a  depend a u s s i  des  exgqetes, 
b e a u c o u ~  d ' e n t r e  oux ayant un s t y l e  o l u t 6 t  Dawre.  I1 s u f f i t  de l i r e  
quelques l i v r e s  theoloqiques pour s ' en  convaincre. 

Cer ta ins  pensent q n ' i l  s u f f i t  de donner l a  t raduct ion  f a i t e  wr 
des  eseqetes  d un s t v l i s t e  w u r  ob ten i r  une t r aduc t ion  s ty l i s t iquement  
va lab le .  Mais aucun s t v l i s t e  ne peut f a i r e  un bon t e x t e  d 'un produi t  
de base i n f e r i e u r .  

Dans l e s  departements de t r aduc t ion  Aes Nations-Unies, du Marche 
Comun ou b ien  meme dans une firme technique comme Siemens en Allernaane, 

' l e s  ~ r e m i e r s  t e x t e s  son t  6 c r i t s  Dardes c t l l i s t e s  puis  i l s  son t  r e t r a -  
va i l lCs  par  des s p r c i a l i s t e s  pour y in t rodu i re  l e  vocabulaire technique 
necessa i re .  ouand on inverse l?proc4dure,  on a cons ta te  que l e s  . 
s t y l i s t e s  n ' a r r i v e n t  pas 2 p ~ o d u i r e  un hon t e x t e .  Pa r fo i s  on a e s s a F  
de joindre un s t v l i s t e  a l 'dquipe  do t r aduc teurs ,  mais b ien  v i t e  on a 
cons ta te  que l e s  th6o:oqiens e t  l e s  s t y l i s t e s  ne t r a v a i l l e n t  pas su r  
l a  meme "lonqueur d'ondes". Pourtant ,  ces  d e r n i e r s  temps 1 'Egl ise  
catholique a f a i t  des  e s s a i s  aux Indes en engageant des s t y l i s t e s  pour 



l a  t raduct ion d e l a B i b l e  en Bengali ou en Nepali par exemple. Dans 
l e  domaine desaides.n6cessaires au t r a v a i l  des t raducteurs  nous somes 
encore e t  toujours  dependants des Societes Ribliques e t  d ' au t res  
orpanisa t ions  protes tantes  pour que nos t raducteurs  puissent  vraiqent  
rendre l e  t e x t e  b ib l ique  access ib le  .3 Jeur peuple. 

L e s  t raduct ions  son t -e l l e s  si  imwrtantes?  J ' a imera i s  terminer ce 
p e t i t  rCsume  s u r  l e s  

t raduct ions  b ihl iques  avec deux c i t a t i o n s .  La premiere e s t  de l a  
p a r t  du Pere Paul De Meester, Pere Blanc, dans un a r t i c l e  i n t i t u l e  
"m va l ' E q l i s e  dlAfrique?". 11 d i t  c e c i :  

"11 s e r a i t  superflu d ' i n s i s t e r  d'avantage sur l ' importance de l a  
Bible en langue vernacula i re .  L'Afrique qarde un souvenir cu i san t  
de ces  f l o r i s s a n t e s  Eq l i ses  rlu m r d  du cont inent ,  balayees par  
1 ' Is lam ?I p a r t i r  du neuvieme s i e c l e .  Le christ ianisme n ' a v a i t  pu 
s ' y  ancrer  profondfment narce pue l e s  populations n ' ava ien t  pas  
eu connaissance d i r e c t e  des  Ecr i tu res  en l e u r  langue, il f u t  aut re-  
ment so l ide  l a  oil l a  Rible a v a i t  B t B  t r a d u i t e  en langue vulqai re ,  
c 'es t -a-di re  en Ethiooie e t  dans l lEqyote conte mononhysite. S i  
l a  Parole de Dieu a v a i t  6 t 6  access ib le  en punique ou en berbsre ,  
l e s  populations loca les  aura ien t  pu s ' en  nourr i r" .  

La deuxieme c i t a t i o n  v i e n t  d 'un de mes confreres s p i r i t a i n s  
allemands, l e  Pere Th?odor Rath, qui d c r i v a i t  en 1966 dans "Die Heil iqe 
S c h r i f t  i n  den Katholischen Missionen" c e c i :  

"Les l a n m e s  e t  d i a l e c t e s  a f r i c a i n s  d i spa ra l t ron t  tous .  Le 
Swahili que l ' o n  pa r le  des  f r o n t i e r e s  de  L'Ethiopie jusqu'en 
Rhodesie s e  maintiendra peur-etre. Mais l e s  populat ions 
c h d t i e n n e s  de l'Uganda, du Kenya e t  du Tanqanyika par leront  
m q l a i ~ .  I1 se r e u t  a u s s i  que 1es 18 mi l l ions  de Husulmans du 
Ni@ria du Nord Tardaront l e u r  Haunsa mais dans l e s  Bcoles du 

Sud du Davs tenues par l e s  mlssions. l 'enseiqnement e s t  donne en 
anq la i s .  Ouand ces  derniPres a.nndes,de aombreux nouveaux E t a t s  ont  
su rg i  de l ' anc ien  empire colonia l  f r anqa i s ,  le patr iot isme ardent  n ' a  
pas sedu i t  les . w l i t i c i e n s  a f r i c a i n s  a c h o i s i r  une des lanques loca les  
come lanque nat ionale .  Ainsi l a  jeune chrd t i en te  de l ' h f r i q u e  l i r a  
l a  Rible en  f r a n ~ a i s  ou en a n g l a i s ,  ca r  des Bibles  en l a n w e  a f r i c a i n e  

,1 
n'ont  aucun avenir .  

pour ma Dart ,  j ' a i  impression, que vinqt  ans plus t a r d ,  l e s  
lanques a f r i c a i n e s  sont ~ l u s  vivantes que jamais e t  nos missionnaires 
s ' e f f o r c e n t  d ' o u v r i r  1 ' E c r i t u r e  2. tou te  population avec laquel le  i ls  
vivent  . 

LE REhlOUVEAU DES JEIThlES EGLISES ET LA BIBLE 

i l a  Rible e s t  t r a d u i t e ,  ce la  ne vcut  pas encore d i r e  q u ' e l l e  
anime l a  v i e  des communautls. J ' a imerais  vous montrer comment l e  
renouveau vecu par ce r ta ines  jeunes Ea l i ses  trouve son o r iq ine  dans 
l 'emnloi de l a  Bible .  Encore une f o i s ,  jn ne l i s  ce developpement que 
dans l e s  p r o j e t s  c g i  passent  su r  mon bureau. 

1. LES WILIPPINES 

J ' a i  c h o i s i  mon premjer exemole dans l e  contexte des Phi l ippines .  
Le lonq de l a  c6 te  de l '0cean Dacifique se  trouve su r  L ' I l e  de Luzon, 
l a  PrBlature d l I n f a n t a ,  d'une super f i c ie  de 7.189 km2. I c i  t r a v a i l l e n t  
ur. Bveque, une quinzaine de . ~ r & t r e s ,  une t r en ta ine  de soeurs e t  quelques 



membres d ' i n s t i t u t s  sdcu l i e r s .  I1 n 'y  a  pas de routes  e t  l e s  b a r r i o s  
ne sont  access ib le  que par  Oateau ou a chevai .  La population e s t  
f o r t  dissdminde. Chaque ~ r e t r e  a  environ 10.OCO f i d e l e s  mais l a  
p lunar t  des aens v ivent  dans des  comunautds hien dispercd a e s .  

Quand Fqr. ,Jul io Labayen p rena i t  en main c e t t e  Prdla ture  en 
1963, il s e  r enda i t  c w p t e  de l a  s i t u a t i o n  prdcai re  de son diocase:  
l e s  w e l a u e s  missionnaires e t r anqers  a l l a i e n t  b i e n t d t  s e  r e t i r e s  A 
cause de l e u r  dge avance. I1 f a l l a i t  donc trouver une nouvelle 
o r i e n t a t i o n  pas to ra le  qu i  ne s o i t  pas basde uniquement su r  l e s  quel- 
ques ~ r O t r e s  e t  r ~ l i a i e u q  presents  dans l e  diocese.  C ' e s t  a l o r s  qJe 
f u t  lancd l e  "Y.9PAK NC: PAMGINOON" ce q u i  peut  se t r a d u i r e  par  "LES 
PAS BE DIEU". L'idde d t a i t  de former l e  ~ l u s  urand nombre de res -  
ponsables l a i c s  F u r  l e  ddveloppement des  communautds de base dans 
l e s  pa ro i s ses  sans p r g t r e s .  La s t a t i o n  rad io~hon ique  d l I n f a n t a  jcue 
un tres gland r b l e  dans ce Dronramme. Cet te  s t a t i o n  e s t  d ' a i l l e u r s  
c m ~ l d t e m e n t  confide aux mains rles l a i c s .  

Une f o i s  par semaine, l e  vendredi s o i r ,  une discussion b ib l ique  
e n t r e u n p r e t r e  e t  deux ou t r o i s  l a i c s  e s t  d i f fusde .  On lit l e s  
t e x t e s  e t  on l e s  explique durant  l a  d iscuss ion.  A l a  f i n  on rdsume 
l e  contenu de  l a  discussion en quelques phrases avec une s d r i e  de 
ques t ions .  A l a  meme heure,  l e s  commi~nautds de base son t  rdunics 
autour d 'une rad io ,  s o i t  dans une Qco le ,  s o i t  dans une maison pr ivde ,  
s o i t  en n l e i n  a i r ,  pour su ivre  l 'dmission.  Celle-ci terminge, l a  
discussion W I I ~  r m t i n u e r  a l o r s  autour de l 'dmiss ion entendue e t  des 
quest ions posPes e t l a  so i rde  b ib l ique  s e  termine par une lonque p r i s r e .  
Ceux qu i  o n t  a s s i s t 6  a de t e l l e s  so i rees  b ib l iques  s 'd tonnent  de l a  
manit?re dont l e s  simples v i l l a q e o i s  t ransposent  1 'Evangile  dans l e u r  
v i e  quotidienne.  Des personnes qui  n 'ont  jamais appr ises  s 'exprimer 
en publ ic  e x w s e n t  l ib reuen t  l e u r s  iddes.  

Le dimanche, on aqi t  de l a  meme faqon. Sous la d i r e c t i o n  d 'un  
l a i c ,  l a  communautd se rdun i t  autour de l ' a u t e l  au moment meme oli e s t  
celdbrde 1 'Euchar i s t i e  .3 l a  cathgdrale.  Cet te  Eucharistic e s t  transmise 
nar l a  r ad io  diocdsaine. L'a communautd p r i e  e t  chanqe come si e l l e  
e t a i t  Prdsente a l a  cathddrale.  Dans l a  mesure du poss ib le ,  l a  
communion e s t  d i s t r i b u f e .  L'expdrience d ' In fan ta  dure ddj9 depuis 
10 ans. 

Les comunautds de base aux Phi l ippines  sont  qdneralement r e -  
l i o i e u s e s ,  l i t u r s i q u e s  e t  ax fes  sur  l a  pa ro i s se .  La p lupar t  de ces 
communautds sont  apo l i t iques .  Les e x c e ~ t i o n s  se t rouvent  au sud du 
Days e t  dans ce r t a ines  regions aux problt'mes sociaux spdci f iques ,  par  
exemple dans ces  rdqions 06 l e s  f ami l l e s  doivent abandonner l e u r s  t e r r e s  
pour f a i r e   lace aux q r o j e t s  nouvernementaux d ' i n d n s t r i a l i s a t i o n  ou 
de d C v e l 0 ~ ~ m e n t .  

De l ' a u t r e  cd t6 ,  de par  l e u r  exis tence  ces  communautds de base 
sont  unc r P a l i t d  p o l i t i q u e .  D e ~ u i s  un c e r t a i n  temps, l e s  se rv ice  
nouvernementaux, l e s  m i l i t a i r e s  e t  l e s  qroupes d'extreme d r o i t c  l e s  
accusent de subversion e t  d ' ? t r e  des  c e l l u l e s  communistes. Cet te  
accusat ion ne v i s e  pas ssulement cec ta ines  a c t i v i t d s  s o c i a l e s  ou 
po l i t iques  des  communautds de base mais auss i  l e u r  exis tence  mSme. 

Dans ces  communautds en e f f e t ,  l e s  P h i l i ~ p i n o s  fon t  une e x e r i e n c e  
nouvelle.  11s apprennent m e  l ' o n  peut chanqer c e r t a i n e s  choses ou 
s i t u a t i o n s  sans devoir  t o u t  de s u i t e  employer l e s  grands moyens. 



L'experience appr ise  par  l 'emploi  quotidien de l a  Bible est un 
c a p i t a l  enorme pour l ' aven i f  des  Phi l ippines .  Ce qui  s e  passe i c i  
dans l e  dmaine  6 c c l @ s i a l ,  influence i n e v i t a b l e m n t  a u s s i  l e  domaine 
s o c i a l  e t  w l i t i q u e .  Celui  qui  veut  chanqer quelque chose e t  qui  e s t  
mecontent de l a  s i t u a t i o n  e t a b l i e ,  devient  susDect. On l e  declare  
subversif e t  l e  w u v o i r  m i l i t a i r e  ou po l i t ique  s e  c r o i t  a u t o r i s e  d 
demontrer s a  force .  Deportations, mepris des  d r o i t s  de l'hormne, 
t o r t u r e  e t  meurtre, t o u t  s e  j u s t i f i e  sous l e  couvert  de l a  s e c u r i t 6  
na t ionale  e t  du combat cont re  i ' i n f i l t r a t i o n  mamis te .  Le f a i t  que 
c e r t a i n s  p r e t r e s  e t  re l ig ieux  ont  r e j o i n t  l e  NPA ( P E W  PEOPLE'S ARMY) 
n 'a  certainement Das ameliore l a  s i t u a t i o n .  

Confrontee avec c e t t e  s i t u a t i o n  dangereuse, on comprend l e  souci 
de l a  Conference E ~ i s c o p a l e  d 'oeuvrer  pour que l e s  comrounaut6s de 
base ne so ien t  3 s  melees 2 l a  confrontat ion w l i t i q u e .  La Conference 
i n s i s t e  bour af f i rmer  que 1 'En l i se  n ' a  pas d'ambition po l i t iques  e t  
q u ' e l l e  n ' e s t  pas une force revolut ionnai re .  Mais 1 'Eql ise  se uarde 
l e  d r o i t  de s 'enqager nour l a  jus t i ce  e t  pour l a  t ransformation du 
monde puisque c ' e s t  une dimension c o n s t i t u t i v e  Ae 1'Evanqile. 

On ~ e u t  donc conclure que ce @but e s t  p l e i n  de Dromesses: en 
oueloues ann6es des  centa ines  de communautes de base o n t  6 t6  fondees 
e t ,  mieux encore, un q r a n d n 4 : a  d e l a i c s  responsable a  6 t 6  forme. 
La  t r a n s i t i o n  d'une communautg d6servie par un p r e t r e  a une comunaute 
consciente de s a  r e s w n s a b i l i t e  proDre s ' e s t  op6r6e sans t r o p  de 
d i f f i c u l t e s .  Les communautes o n t  v i t e  compris c e  que s i q n i f i e  l a  
r e snonsab i l i t e  de t o u t  l e  peuple de Dieu face  a l a  mission de 1 'Eq l i se .  
E l l e s  o n t  compris comment former des  communautes v ivantes  en vue 
d ' e d i f i e r  une v i e  chr6tienne b a d e  s u r  l a  Bible dans l a  L i tu rq ie  e t  
l a  Diakonia. Par l e  developcement rapide de ces  communautes. L 'Eglise 
s ' e s t  r a ~ p r o a c h e e  du w u p l e ;  l a  catechese e t  l a  l i t u r g i e  son t  devenues 
p lus  ponula i res  e t  un nouveau nrocessus d ' i n c u l t u r a t i o n  s ' e s t  ouvert :  
1,'Evangile s ' incarne  a nouveau dans l e  pF?uale 3es  Phi l ippines .  

L ' AMERIQUE LATINE 

Lors de l a  premiere rencontre de Pas tora le  b ib l ique  tenue a 
Bogota au mois de j u i l l e t  de c e t t e  ann6e, Mqr. Ponte, membre du DECAT 
nresil nous demandait de trouver l e s  subsides pour imprimer deux 
mi l l ions  Ae 9 i b l e s  necessa i res  aux 200.000 communaut~s de base e t  de 
c e r c l e s  b ib l iques  du Bresil .  

Deja en 1979, l e  ca rd ina l  A l i s i o  Lorscheider d i s a i t  a Munich: 
"On ne p u t  pas encore juqer a s a  jus te  va leur ,  l a  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  
des  comunaut6s de base. Mais il e s t  un f a i t  c e r t a i n  que, par  
e l l e s ,  LIEql.ise du Bresil e s t  devenue une Eql ise  des  pauvres, 
une Erjlise q u i  r e q o i t  des Tens simples dans sa  communaute, une 
Eql ise  oil l e s  pauvres s e  sentent  2 l ' a i s e .  Les communaut6s de 
base sont  en meme temps le  l i e u  v i s i b l e  oil les pauvres s e  
reunissent  come  Peuole de Dieu e t  c m e  Eglise".  

Au mil ieu d'une s i t u a t i o n  e ' i n j u s t i c e  oO une minori te  de l a  
po~1,nlation p r o f i t e  de t o u t e s  l e s  f a c i l i t e s  au detr iment  d 'une  major i t6  
qui  devient  de p lus  en p lus  pauvre, au milieu d'une t e l l e  s i t u a t i o n  que 
l ' o n  d o i t  appeler 'un scandale e t  en o p ~ o s i t i o n  a l a  v ie  chret ienne" 
(Puebla 2 8 ) ,  1 'Eu l i se  ~ ' M r i q u e  Latine a r e u s s i  grace "a l a  fo rce  qui 
l u i  v i e n t  de l 'Evangilel '  (Puebla 11) d devenir l a  voix de ceux q u i  ne 
peuvent nas p a r l e r  ou q u i  sont  r a u i t s  au s i l ence .  I1 n ' e s t  donc pas 
faux ou exanere de d i r e  qde l e  renouveau de 1 ' E q l i s e  d ' w r i q u e  L a t i r e  
Went d'une redgcouverte des  Ecr i tu res .  



I.es c e r c l e s  b ih l iques  s e  sont  propaq6s depuis  iredellin prat ique- 
ment dans tous l e s  aavs du cont inent .  Le but  e t  l a  force  de ces  
c e r c l e s  h i t l i c p e s  se trouve dans l e  f n i t  q u ' i l s  d o ~ e n t  un messaqe 
aux qens dans lequel  i ls  puisent  fo rce  e t  lumiere m u r  transformer 
l e s  r e a l i t e s .  Lumiere Dour juger l e  comjxrternent journa l i e r ,  couraae 
m u r  chanrjer t o u t  c e  c p i  n ' e s t  pas conform a l a  trolonte d iv ine .  
La rencontre avec 1 ' E c r i t u r e  leur  donne l e  couraqe de ne n s  s e  
res iqher  dcvank l e s  d i f f i c d l k s  et  l eu r  lndique de nouveaux modeles 
de nensees e t  d ' a c t i o n .  

I1 e s t  i m ~ r t a n t  que l e s  o a r t i c i p a n t s  se  rendent  cornote des  
problPmes q u ' i l s  rencontrent  dans l e u r  v i e  oersonnelle .  Avant de 
l i r e  l e  t e x t e  de l a  Bible ,  i l s  l i r o n t  "dans l e  t ex te  de l a  v ie" .  On 
cherchf s u r t o u t  B mett re  en lumiere comment na i s sen t  l e s  abus ,  comment 
tres souvent i l s  s 'enchainent  l e s  uns aux a u t r e s ,  coment  il e s t  
~ s s i b l e  de l e s  e x t i r p e r  e t  d ' p e n e r  un changement. 
La recherche d'une so lu t ion  v j e n t  de l a  meditation d 'un t e x t e  P rop*  

de 1 'Pncient  ou riu Mouveau Testament 013 l ' o n  v o i t  comment l e  ~ e u p l e  
crovant d l I s r a e l  ou bien l e s  premieres c m u n a u t e s  chret ipnnes o n t  
reaqi  sur  une s i t u a t i o n  donnee. 

Ce t r a v a i l  des comn.unaut~s de hase e t  des  c e r c l e s  b ib l iques  
influence l a  v i e  de tou te  1 'Eq l i se  latino-am6ricaine. E t  il a ide  
auss i  3 une meil leure connaissance de l a  Parole de Dieu. Rien q u ' s  
Roqota, l e s  resnonsahles des communaut6s de base nous o n t  l a i s s e  l e  
so in  de t rouver  l ' a r n e n t  necessaire Dour 2  mi l l ions  de Ribles au 
Bresil ,  150.000 Ribles au Perou, 100.000 Bibles en Bol iv ie ,  30.000 
Bibles au diocese d ' E s t e l i  en Nicaraqua, 20.000 S i b l e s  Dour l e  diocese 
de Ouilmes en Arqentine, 10.000 9 i b l e s  ?our l e  diocese de Guatemala 
C i tv ,  e t  5.000 S i h l e s  pour l e  diocese de Panama. 

J e  ne p a r l e r a i  pas i c i  de l a  methode blaboree par  1 ' I n s t i t u t  de 
Missioloqie de Dl.nko En Afrique du Sud. Cet te  methode d'animation 
des c e r c l e s  b ib l iques  e s t  emnloyee non seulement dans d i v e r s  pays 
dlAfrirrue mais t rouve auss i  son chemin en Asie, en Oceanic e t  meme en 
Europe. A t i t r e  d ' informationr en 1983, no t re  bureau a  f a i t  une 
e 3 i t i o n  allemande m u r  nos h i e n f a i t e u r s :  heaucoup de naroisses  e t  de 
conqreoations r e l i q i e u s e s  o n t  command6 t a n t  d'exemplaires que nous 
scmmes ii6jS a l a  quatrieme e d i t i o n .  J e  l a i s s e  i c i ,  pour ceux qui  
l i s e n t  l ' a l lemand,  queloues exemulaires d e  c e t t e  brochure. 

A l a  f i n  des annees soixante en Tanzanie e t  au d a u t  des  annees 
soixante-dix en Zamhie, l e s  premieres p e t i t e s  communautes chre t iennes  
(small c h r i s t i a n  communities) voient  l e  jour.Bien v i t e ,  dies de- 
viennent l ' o h j e t  de l ' a t t e n t i o n  de 1'AMECEA Fuisqu'en 1973 de j5 ,  l e s  
eveques dec la ren t :  

"Fe have t o  i n s i s t  on buildinq Church 1.ife and work on b a s i c  
c h r i s t i a n  communities i n  b t h  r u r a l  and urban a r e a s .  Church 
l i f e  must be based on t h e  communities i n  which everyday l i f e  
and work take p lace:  those bas ic  and manageable s o c i a l  qroup- 
inqs  whose members can e x ~ r i e n c e  r e a l  inter-personal  r e l a t ion-  
sh ips  and f e e l  a  sense of communal belonqino, both i n  l i v i n n  
and i n  work". 



E t  t r o i s  ans a ~ r e s ,  1'LMECEA d i s a i t  encore: 

"Systematic fornation of small c h r i s t i a n  communities 
should he the key pas to ra l  p r i o r i t v  i n  the years t o  
comewithin Eastern Africa". 

La oC ces comunautds fonctionnent de jd ,  e l l e s  reqmu.pent qCnC- 
ralement une quinzaine de f m i l l e s  (a peu pres 150 personnes) , pi 
s'enqaqent A vivre  une v ra ie  v i e  chret ienne e t  qui  e s sa ien t  de c ree r  
e t  de maintenir de bonnes r e l a t i o n s  e n t r e  e l l e s .  Les p e t i t e s  com- 
nunautes chrcitiennes mettent  en r e l a t i o n  1'Evanqile e t  l e s  f a i t s  de 
l a  v ie  journal iere .  Tout ce la  se passe dans l e s  maisons de membres 
e t  ueneralement pzs dans les b a t b e n t s  "off i c i e l s "  de 1 'Eq l i se .  

Le but de ces p e t i t e s  c m ~ ~ n a u t 8 s  chret iennes e s t  de reun i r  des  
c h r e t i e n s p o u r o r i e r  ensemble, p u r  Bcouter e t  Btudier l a  Bible,  pour 
mediter ,  en un mot pour apnrofondir e t  renouveler l a  f o i  e t  l 'enaaqe- 
m e n t .  Le aeuple c h o i s i t ,  lui-maroe, ses responsables sans qu'une 
a u t o r i t e  ex te r i eure  l e  l u i  impose. L e s  c m u n a u t 6 s  decouvrent assez 
v i t e  l e u r s  propres chefs  q x ' e l l e s  respectent  e t  dans l e sque l s  e l l e s  
on t  confiance. s i  a l o r s  des  besoins s e  declarent  dans l e  qroupe, l a  
personne l a  p lus  ap te  y remndre  de par  sa  c r e a t i v i t g ,  
son e f f i c a c i t e ,  sera  cho i s ic  a l o r s  pour s ' e n  occuper. 

Tout le monde e s t  e l i g i b l e  e t  chacun r e q o i t  une ce r t a ine  formation 
selon l e  service  donne come par exemule: l e  l e c t e u r ,  l e  responsable 
pour l e s  services  dominicales sans p r e t r e ,  l e  d i r e c t e u r  de l a  chorale,  
l e  responsable de l a  jeunesse, l e  t r e s o r i e r ,  e t c .  

J ' a imerais  t e m i n e r  c e t  e x w s e  bien qt?neral avec deux c i t a t i o n s :  
La premiere e s t  de Mgr. Pat r ick  Kalilombe, ancien Bv&qle de L i l o n ~  
au Yalawi : 

"Unti l  now the  avowed comon svstem was t o  base t h e  l i f e  of 
t h e  Church on the parish l e v e l ,  r a t h e r  than on the  sub-parish 
l e v e l  ... i n  these  circumstances of Sastern Africa,  what we 
c a l l  missions o r  par ishes  cannot be taken a s  the  bas ic  u n i t s  
of the l o c a l  Church. If s o ,  the Church is doomed t o  f a i l u r e .  
bJe need t o  adopt a new system, whereb!y the bas ic  u n i t s  of 
the  Church a r e  those m a l l e r  communities where t h e  ordinary 
l i f e  of t!!e ceonle takes  plrrce". 

La seconde e s t  A'un theologien a f r i c a i n ,  Laurenti Magesa, qui  
d c r i t  c e c i :  

"Eccles io loqical ly  the  small Chr is t ian  c m u n i t i e s  a r e  the  
b e s t  th ing t h a t  has happened since the  New Testament". 

- f i n  - 
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EPORT FROM THE GROUP AND ASSEMBLY DISCUSSION 

Three qroups s tudied  t h e  po in t s  made by the  speakers and the  
Seminar then reconvened f o r  a  f i n a l  qeneral  sess ion  a t  which some 
proposals  were made. 

1 .  Bible e Incu l tu ra t ion :  This group d e a l t  mainly w i t h  s i t u a t i o n s  
i n  Africa and made the  following proposal :  

"'+re encouraqe and urqe the  i~?orld Federation of t h e  Cathol ic  B i b l i c a l  
Armstolate t o  develon t r a i n i n q  oroorammes a t  the  reqional  l e v e l  f o r  
miss ionar ies  and animators of bas ic  Chr i s t i an  communities i n  how t o  
use t h e  b i b l e  i n  small c o m u n i t i e s . "  

B) We a l s o  urcle t h e  Federat ion t o  orqanise i n t e r n a t i o n a l  seminars 
t o  study the  use of t h e  Bible i n  e v a n m l i z a t i o n  with a  s p e c i a l  

focus on c ross -cu l tu ra l  s i t u a t i o n s  and exchanaes." 

The qroup noted t h a t  the  emphases behind t h e i r  proposal were 
n r a c t i c a l  - use of t h e  Rible a t  q r a s s  r o o t s  l e v e l  (ep. community 
readinq of t h e  B i b l e ) ,  and a d u l t  o r i en ted .  nos t  c a t e c h e t i c a l  and 
pas to ra l  i n s t i t u t e s  a r e  c h i l d  o r  school or iented  they y i n t e d  ou t .  

2 .  Bible e Libera t ion .  Grouo I1 was o r i en ted  t o  Lat in  American 
s i t u a t i o n s .  Their shar inq  revealed widespread 

s i t u a t i o n s  of how the  b i b l e  was used i n  b a s i c  communities and qroups 
where no ~ r i e s t s  were ava i l ab le  and how t h e  Bible awakened people t o  
t!!eir human d i a n i t y  s p e c i a l l y  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  c f  o r e a t  p v e r t y .  Some 
of t h e  popular publ ica t ions  on t h e  Bible produced by mernbers i n  t h i s  
qroup had been verv widely used (one publ ica t ion  has reached 400.000 
c o p i e s ) .  S ' m e r  courses on t h e  Bible oroanised by Fr .  m t i e r r e z  i n  
Lima were beinq a t tended by approximately 2000 peonle, many of them 
involved i n  small Chr i s t i an  c o m u n i t i e s .  The qroup made four suqges- 
t i o n s  t o  t h e  Federa t ion:  

i. Ruild-in a  b i b l i c a l  approach f o r  ca teches i s  i n  a l l  Sacraments. 
ii. In the  d i f f i c u l t  t a sk  of wr i t inq  c o m e n t a r i e s  use ' t h e  language 

of the  people ' .  Commentaries havinq soph i s t i ca t ed  and t echn ica l  
lanquaoe - a s  do most e x i s t i n q  ones - a r e  l a r g e l y  use le s s  a t  t he  
has i c  communitv l e v e l  where so much of t h e  b i b l i c a l  apos to la t e  
is a c t u a l l y  takinq p lace .  

ill. Encouraqe a b i b l i c a l  apos to la t e  i n  mass-media, ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  
video-cassetes and radio ;  encouraqe a l s o  the  use of drama which 
is a p w e r f u l  means of promoting i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Rible .  

i v .  Encouraqe and f a c i l i t a t e  a  b i b l i c a l  input  i n  t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  
c e l e b r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  which take  n lace  a t  s o  many ' s anc tua r i e s '  
i n  Lat in  Rmerica. 

. The Group "Dialogue and t h b  ~ F b l e "  r e r o r t e d  a d f f f i c u l t  d iscuss ion  
about how, i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t o  i n t r o -  

duce the  s c r i p t u r e s  t o  people of o the r  r e l i g i o n s .  These contain i n  them- 
se lves  the  seeds of t r u t h  o r  a r e  themselve insp i red ,  pe t  t h e i r  " s a l v i f i c  
value i s  associa ted  with t h e  mediatorshin of Jesus  Chr i s t .  The qroup 
recornended a s  an immediate p r o j e c t  the  production of i l l u s t r a t e d  books 
on t h e  Bible s p e c i a l l y  f o r  ch i ld ren  and young p e o ~ l e  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ,  
bu t  a l s o  f o r  a d u l t s .  

I n  conclusion F r .  F e l d k h p e r  s a i d  the  Federation i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  developing Centres a t  t he  Regional and 

National l e v e l s  p re fe rab ly  netivorkinq with o the r  Centres ,  f o r  example 



with t h e  EAPI, Manila; CABA, East Africa; NEMI, Rome e t c  
( c f .  Group I prowsa:) . 

The l a s t  In te rna t iona l  Seminar on t h e  b i b l e  was held a t  Rocca 
d i  Papa i n  1971 - it may well be tFme t o  hold another  a s  suggested 
by t h e  f i r s t  qr0u.p. 

Many graduates i n  B ib l i ca l  s tud ies  had l i t t l e  o r  no contac t  with 
o r  knowledge of the  Federation which aimed a t  a wide audience. There 
was no contradic t ion  however with the  work of the  b i b l i c a l  scholars .  
The Federation aimed t o  have a c lose  col labora t ion  with them and would 
increase  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  he lp  them experience the  use o f t h e s c r l p t u r e s  
a t  t h e  nrass-roots  l eve l .  

Some members of SEDOS a r e  a l ready assoc ia te  members of the 
Federation. Fr.  Feldkamper inv i t ed  o the r s  t o  cunsider  membership 
a s  a r e a l i s t i c  way of supportina the  Vatican Council 's  c a l l  t o  a new 
use of the  s c r i p t u r e s  In t h e  a,postoal te .  



CHRISTIAN UNITY 
THE OXFORD CONGRESS OF JESUIT ECUMENISTS, JULY 1985 

Peter  H.  Kolvenbach, S.J.  

( A s  a preparation for the Octme o f  Prayer for Church Unity 
vhich oil2 take place as  usuaZ i n  .rmzcary 198fi we print t h i s  ee t rac t  
*om the speech niven b!i F r .  KoZtjenbach, the ,7erdit Genera2 t o  
par t ic ipmts  a t  the ten th  Concrrsss o f .~cumen i s t s  held a t  &ford, 
July,, 1985) . 

En vue de Zt'Octme ?'e priBres pour Z'Unitd des chrdtiens (du 
18 au 25 .'anvier prochains), nous p u b Z i a r c e t e x t ~ a i t  du discours 
~Pon0nCd par Ze Pe're KoZvenbach, CRndraZ des Jesui tes ,  au 1OBme 
Conores des recoonsables de Z'oemenisme de l a  SocietQ de .74sus mi 
s ' e s t  tenu d &ford en .iuiZZet, 1985). 

Fr. Kolvenbach beqan by r e c a l l i n q  t h a t  we a r e  ce lebra t ing  these 
days the  75th Anniversary of Pone John X X I I I ' s  es tabl ishment of the  
S e c r e t a r i a t e  fo r  Promotinn Chr is t ian  Unity. I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  20th 
anniversary of t h e  c lose  OF Vatican I1 and t h e  decision hy Pcpe Paul 
V I  and Pa t r i a rch  Atenanoras (December A ,  1485) t o  consiqn t o  obl iv ion 
the mutual excommunications hctween Cor l s t an t ino~ le  and Qome from t h e  
year  1054. Cardinal  Auoustine Rea nlayed a s i n n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  
these  events  he s a i d ,  and inspi red  genera t ions  of Chr i s t i ans  with h i s  
dream of un i ty  anona Chr i s t i ans .  

P s c e c i a l  fea ture  of the notahle four th  Congress, i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  
of t e n ,  was F r .  Pedro A r r u p ' s  soeech when he saici - "ecumenism should 
he a s n i r i t  i n  a l l  of u s ,  n r i e s t s  and b ro the r s ,  nenneatinu a l l  our 
prayer and a l l  our m i n i s t r i e s  and work.'. 

Remarkino on Oxford, t h e  s i t e  of t h i s  nresent  Con@ress, Fr .  Kolven- 
bach asked i f  it woulc' be anti-ecumenical t.0 evoke t h e  memory of 
Edmund Cam~ion,  who here in  Oxford s tud ied ,  tauqht  and preached? 
Sharinq with hea r t  and mind the t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  Enalish Church and 
bel ievinq profoundly i n  t h e  d iv ine  q i f t  of un i ty ,  Edmund C q i o n  had 
produced "Decem rationes" - t e n  profound reasons f o r  no t  beinq one with 
the Anulican Church. A s  a r e s u l t  he met h i s  death by hanqinq a t  Tyhurn 
on December 1 ,  15R1 .  Only i f  we da re  t o  face the  whole t r u t h ,  a l l  t he  
a s m c t s  of a long e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  and Church h i s t o r v  can we 
prepare t o s e t h e r ,  a s  brother  Chr i s t i ans ,  the coming un i ty  of the Church 
of the  one Lord, sa id  F r .  Kolvenbach. 

In a r e t rospec t ive  look a t  some of the chanaes t h a t  have taken 
 lace i n  the  l a s t  twenty f i v e  years  he noted s w c i a l l y  t h e  31s t  
r ene ra l  Conoreqation of the  J e s u i t s  (1965-66) which i n  Decree 26 
humbly acknowledqed the  s i n s  aqa ins t  uni ty  committed by memhers of 
the  Society.  The 32nd rene ra l  Conqreqation (1974-75) reneated t h e  
Soc ie ty ' s  comitrnent t o  ecumenism "which l r r i l l  become not  j u s t  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  min i s t ry  but. an a t t r i b u t e  of mind and l i f e "  f o r  a l l  J e s u i t s .  
The f i n a l  document o f  t h e  33rd Conqreqation (1985) c i t e d  ecumenism 
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a s  one of the p a r t i c u l a r  present-dav min i s t r i e s  ent rus ted  t o  them bv 
the Holy Father with a  c l e a r  reference t o  implementingin t h i s  way 
a l s o  Vatican 11. 

Monq the  " s i n s  aqains t  unity" t h a t  J e s u i t s  have committe? he 
re fe r red  t o  some swecific  examples: "Apart from personal s i n s  of 
a r r w a n c e  and in to lerance ,  of hunner f o r  power and r e l i q i o u s  racism, 
t h e  Society c o m i t t e d  i t s  &amof  h i s t o r i c a l  s i n  by introducinq 
Lat in iz ino p rac t i ces  i n t o  s i s t e r  Churches, bv necrlecting o r  downqradincl 
t h e  authent ic  Chr i s t i an  t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  Churches of the East  and by 
sharp mlemic presentat ion of t h e  f a i t h  t o  t h e  Churches of the Re- 
formation". Fr. Kolvenbach then out l ined the  ~ s i t i v e  s t eps  t h a t  
have been taken by the  Society i n  recen t  T a r s ,  foundinq various 
Centres f o r  Ecumenical Studies ,  col labora t ina  i n  ecumenical t r a n s l a -  
t i o n s  of the Bible and heluinq t o  t r a n s l a t e  it i n t o  languaqes where 
the re  was s t i l l  no Bihle,  c o l l a h r a t i n q  ecumenically i n  works of 
education and of jus t i ce  and Peace. rhe concludinq ,portion of Father 
$olvenbachl s address follows. 

THE PRESENT STATE OF ECUf4ENISM 

It would not  be r i q h t  t o  sneak of the  death of ecumenism, but  
we must honestly admit t h a t  the re  has been some decl ine  i n  ecumenical 
s e n s i t i v i t y .  Ecumenism has  suffered from the  widespread indi f ference  
towards a l l  t h a t  concerns t h e  f a i t h  of the  Churches. It has suffered 
a l s o  from the consequent mul t ip l i ca t ion  of s e c t s ,  f a n a t i c a l  groups 
and fundamentalist movements. It has t o  be r e c m i z e d ,  t o o ,  t h a t ,  
cn t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Churches, there  has been lacking an ofYicia l  recep- 
t i o n  of manv of the  documents   re pared i n  common, i n  lonq and p a t i e n t  
dialoque,  s o  t h a t  t o  some ex ten t  ecumenical resesrch has f a i l e d  t o  
qive r e s u l t s .  , 

Necessary orouress w i l l  be made only i f  each Church i n  dialogue 
wi l l ins ly  receives  from t h e  o t h e r s ,  a t  t h e  same time, t h a t  which it 
i s  c a l l e d  t o  qive them, in  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  f a i t h  of the  apost les .  

re now r e a l i z e  t h a t  we ourselves may not see  with our own eyes 
t h e  harvest  f o r  which we have laboured. Tg7e now r e a l i z e  t h a t  we a s  
Church, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  t h e  Society of Jesus ,  need a  much more 
r a d i c a l  conversion of our h e a r t s  and minds. A s  we r e f l e c t  on baptism, 
euchar i s t  and minis t ry  we must ask how we a r e  responding t o  t h e  exi -  
gencies of our  baptism, t o  the  many ce lebra t ions  of the  euchar i s t ,  
and t o  t h e  impl.ications of minis t rv  i n  tha Church, e spec ia l ly  ordained 
ministry.  Do our p r a c t i c e s ,  our ways of sneakinq, r e f l e c t  a  conver- 
sion t h a t  is profound and believable? "Oecumenismus v e r i  nominis s ine  
i n t e r i o r e  conversione non da tu r .  Ideo a  S p i r i t u  d iv ino imploranda 
nobis e s t  a r a t i a . . . f r a t e r n a e  in  a l i o s  animi l i b e r a l i t a t i s '  (Un.Red.,7). 

SO(= SUGGESTIONS 

1. 3JZTWRP.I TO PSSEWTIALS 

r e  must f i r s t  of a l l  have the couraqe t o  re tu rn  t o  the  e s s e n t i a l s  
of t h e  ecumenical apos to la te ,  recognizinrr t h a t  it is a  s t r a i t  and narrow 
oath.  The ecumenical s a l t  l o s e s i t s  savour when ecumenism is understood 
in  t h e  sense of includinn dialogue with non-believers and non-christ ians,  
so t h a t  it becomes the p r a c t i c a l  mul t inat ional  s o l i d a r i t y  of men of a l l  ideo- 

l l !yies and f a i t h s ,  r ~ n i t r d  f o r  the  l i h % r a t i o n  of tF.eir brothers  f r n m  
a l l  f o m s  of servi tude .  Ecumenim of t h i s  kind undoubtedly cpens up w i &  

pperswct ives  of indisaensable task:> to k+ cm3ertak.n i n  c v n ,  but  its 
. .. 



t r a n s c o n f e s s i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  r u n s  t h e  r i s k  of undermining ecumenism's 
o r i n c i n a l  m i s s ion .  which i s  the f u l l  communion of t h e  rhu rches  o f  t h e  
Lord. I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  C t  i s  m o d  t o  observe how t h e  r e c e n t  conqresses  
o f  J e s u i t  ecumenis ts  have addressed  themselves  t o  q u e s t i o n s  which a r e  
qenu ine lv  ecumenical .  

2 .  "SECOETD PJATURF" W R  JESUITS? 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we mav r i q h t l y  ask t o  what e x t e n t  ecumenism has  
h e c m e  second n a t u r e  f o r  t h e  Rocietv .  That  was t h e  d e s i r e  expressed  
by F a t h e r  Pedro Arrune a t  Dublin i n  1971. It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  d i v e r -  
s i t v  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  and h i s t o r i c  c i rcumstances  makes it u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  
expec t  t h e  same eciunenical f e rvou r  i n  eve ry  p l ace .  9 u t  t h e  f a c t  
remains t h a t ,  with t h e  excep t i on  of t b o s e  from t.he c e n t r e s ,  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l  J e s l l i t s  who a r e  e x p l i c i t l y  concerned w i th  ec~imenism; 
very  f e ~ r  l e t t e r s  t h a t  cane t o  t h e  Cur i a  a i v e  any s i g n  of ecumenical  
a c t i v i t y  o r  c r e a t i v i t v .  

Three t e n s i o n s :  ( a )  The conq re s s  a t  San Cugat (1979) l a i d  h a r e  one 
o f  t h e  cause s  of t h e  f a l l i n n  of f  i n  ecumenism when it 

s t r e s s e d  t h e  inevitable t e n s i o n  t h a t  e x i s t s  between t h e  demands of 
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  f a i t h  and t hose  of t h e  promotion of j u s t i c e .  
Common a c t i o n  i n  defence  o f  fundamental  r i a h t s ,  and f o r  c h a r i t y  and 
j u s t i c e  i n t h e w o r l . d ,  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Gospel,  ha s  c e r t a i n l y  woven 
a c l o s e  network of ecumenical  s o l i d a r i t y ,  q u i t e  indecendent  o f  doqmatic 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I n  n r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  a c t i v i t v  i n  common has  a much 
n r e a t e r  u n i t i v e  f o r c e  t h a n  h a s  common t h e o l o q i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  V i t a l l y  
nece s sa rv  thounh t h i s  is a s  a s e r v j c e  of t h e  f a i t h ,  it does  n o t  s o  
immeeiately make i t s  impact on most o f  t h e  c h r i s t i a n s  invo lved .  

h )  A f u r t h e r  t e n s i o n  which can h e  observed i s  t h a t  ketv!een 
ecumenim and evanne l i s a t i o r , .  It can a lmos t  & exp re s sed  a s  a l a w :  
as dvnD.ic miss ionary  ac t iv i t . ?  i n c r e a s e s  s o  i n  n r o w r t i o n  does  c o m i t -  
ment t o  ecumenism d imin i sh .  Even t h e  ecumenical  document on common 
wi tne s s  and n ro se lv t i sm  (D.C. 1970, 1077-1081) d i d  not. succeed i n  
f i n d i n o  n s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  onpos i t i on  between mi s s ion  and d i a loque  
which so  o f t e n  m r a l v z e s  t h e  p roc l ana t i on  o f  t h e  Kingdom. It could 
he  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  nroblems,  b u t  t h e v  have n o t  y e t  
n e n e t r a t e d  i n t o  o u r  communities where such q u e s t i o n s  a s  i n c u l t u r a t i o n ,  
l i b e r a t i o n  theo lony .  mass media and s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ,  a t t r a c t  much more 
a t t e n t i o n  than do t h e  complicated and sometimes t h a n k l e s s  d o c t r i n a l  
nroblems which qenuine ecumenism cannot  n c q l e c t .  

C)  I f  t h e  S o c i e t y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  serve t h e  
caus e  of ecumenism a s  an  exn re s s i cn  of t h e  s p i r i t  of Va t ican  11 ,  a s  t h e  
Holy Fa the r  wishes ,  it needs  t o  p r epa re  t oday  t h e  J e s u i t  ecumenis ts  of 
tomorrow. Have we  done enouqh t o  en su re  t h a t  t h e  modest f o r c e  o f  
s k i l l e d  J e s u i t  t h e o l o g i a n s  and church  h i s t o r i a n s  who have s t u d i e d  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  exne r i ence  i n  d e p t h ,  who have l e a rned  t o  r e a d  t h e  l ancpaaes  
of t h e  E a s t  and t h e  Vest, w i l l  he  maintainec'  i n  t h e  coming q e n e r a t i o n ?  
Is it p o s s i h l e  t h a t  '..e may no l onqe r  he  a b l e  t o  perform t h o s e  s c h o l a r l v  
services which J e s u i t s  i n  t h e  n a s t  have under taken f o r  t h e  e c c l e s i a l  
communitv-? How a r e  w e  t o  hand on t h e  t r a d i t i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  a 
n e n e r a t i o n  which sometimes judnes t h a t  ecumenism i s  n o t  a concern as 
c r u c i a l  a s  w r e s t l i n q  w i t h  t h e  prob'lems o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  peace ,  rac i sm,  
f i n d i n q  homes f o r  re fuqees?  How w i l l  lie convey t o  vounoer J e s u i t s  a 
z e s t  f o r  t h e  ecumenical  anenda? 



Is t h e  observat ion of some c r i t i c s  t r u e  t h a t ,  desp i t e  re loca t inq  
our  theoloqates  t o  be near o the r  Chr i s t i ans ,  many have not entered 
i n t o  d i a l w u e  with them about theology and s p i r i t u a l i t y ?  How over- 
come i s o l a t i o n  i n  t h e  midst of the  ecumenical c i t y ?  How do we provide 
a s o l i d ,  d o c t r i n a l  and p a s t o r a l l v  s e n s i t i v e  education f o r  s c h o l a s t i c s  
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r i z e d  s e t t i n g  at tuned t o  t h e i r  l o c a l  concerns and v c t  
a t  the  same time keep a l i v e  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  perspect ive? A l l  t hese  
problems have t o  be solved i f  we take  ecumenism i n  t h e  Society se r ious lv .  

3. AN IRREVERSIBLE COt@IITMENT 

It i s  never easy t o  s t r i v e  f o r  an unknown end. I n  a recent  
ecumenical meetinn i n  t h e  Netherlands Pone John Paul II reasse r t ed  the  
irreversible charac te r  of the  ecumenical c m i t m e n t  of the  Roman 
Cathol ic  Church, addino t h a t  it aims a t  t h a t  un i ty  which the  Lord 
himself w i l l s .  The S p i r i t  who i s  L i fe  Drevents t h i s  un i ty  from takinq 
t h e  form of a r e t r e a t  o r  a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  pas t .  The S p i r i t  who renews 
the  f ace  of the  e a r t h  i s  not content  with a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  which d i s -  
penses each of t h e  divided Churches from undertakinq a profound 
metanoia. The S ~ i r i t  who f i l l s  t h e  universe i m F l s  a l l  t o  t h a t  c i t y  
on hiah t o  which a l l  the  na t ions  a r e  hearinq t h e i r  o i f t s .  No o the r  
s o l i d a r i t y ,  no o ther  t r u t h ,  no o the r  j u s t i c e  and no o ther  f a i t h  than 
those inspi red  hv the  S p i r i t  can bu i ld  up un i tv .  I t  i s  the  S p i r i t  
of him who, exa l t ed  from the  e a r t h ,  w i l l  draw a l l  t o  himself f o r  the 
q lo rv  of t h e  Father .  

It i s  i n  these  perspect ives  t h a t  the  r e s m n s i b i l i t v  of a J e s u i t  
c a l l e d  by t h e  Church t o  dedica te  himself t o  ecumenism i s  t o  he seen.  
H i s  t a sk  has no sense outs ide  t h e  Church o r  i n  c o n f l i c t  with t h e  
Church. It i s  from the  Church and f o r  the  Church t h a t  he rece ives  h i s  
mission, and he r e a l i s e s  t h a t  such se-backs and opposi t ion ,  obs tac le s  
and r e s t r a i n t s  a s  he may wel l  meet i n  the  p u r s u i t  of a t r u e  s e n t i r e  cum 
e c c l e s i a  w i l l  s e r v e o n l y t o  p u r i f y  the  i r r e s i s t i b l e  ques t  f o r  the  u n i t v  
of t h e  Churches which t h e  S p i r i t  i s  a l ready accomplishing, even thouqh 
we do not  knok~ by what pa th  he i s  leading us.  It i s  i n  t h i s  same 
S p i r i t  t h a t  I thank you now f o r  t h e  important con t r ibu t ion  t h a t  you 
a r e  makinq t o  t h i s  work of the  Church. 

Ref. SJ. ,  Documentation: November 1985, Borqo S. S p i r i t 0  5 ,  
00193 ROMA. 

- end - 

(Fie uresent t h i s  lennthg extract  ,from F r .  Kolvenbaclz's 

address i n  the b e l i e f  that it mag be helpful  t o  a l l  

%DO.? members i n  t he i r  conmritment t o  e c m n i s m  i n  

Mission to-dug. - Fd.) 
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