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A REPORT FRCM THE SEDOS SEMINAR - J USTICE AND EVANGELISATICN 

W i l l i e  Jenk inson ,  CSSp 

(90  persolines ont pr is  part au S6minaire de SEDOS sur "Justice e t  
Evangilisation". EZZe venaient de 45  CongrOgations; parmi eZZes: 14 
SupirieursgdnOram; 34 Assistants g6ndram e t  25 secri taires  gdn8ram. 

Le Seminuire a su i v i  k mdthode de "rdfZexion cr6ativef ' ,  bas6e sur 
une appmche expdrimentaZe. On y parZa en angZais, en f r a n p i s  en 
i t a l i e n  e t  en espagnot. Le travaiZ du Sdminaire s ' e s t  ddrouZ6 en pe t i t s  
groupca c t  en assemble'es g&&aZes. m a t r e  prdsentateurs f i rent  part de 
Zeurs ~ q 6 r i e n c e s  sur Ze t h h e  "Justice e t  EvangiZisationr'. 
Trois autres Zeur ripondirent en partant des points de vue de Zr6conomie, 
de l a  c m n i c a t i o n  e t  de la th6oZogie. 

Le Siminaire i d e n t i f i a  a in s i  Zes probZames qui se posaient a m  
missionnuires pour promavoir la jus t ice  duns Z'ivang6Zisation d'aujourd' 
hui e t  indiqua l e s  impZications de ces probZ8mes sur l a  mission. IZs 
&rent exprimis sma i remen t  dans Zes rapports finaZs des d i x  p e t i t s  
grapes .  Ce compte rendu essaye d 'en faire la synthase. N. D. L. R. ! . 

INTRODUCTION 

90 pe r sons  a t t ended  t h e  SEDOS Seminar on J u s t i c e  and E v a n g e l i s a t i o n ,  
from March 19 t o  23, 1 9 8 5 , a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i ,  Rome. 

They came from 45 miss ion Congregat ions  and S o c i e t i e s  and included 
14 Supe r io r s  General ,  34 General  A s s i s t a n t s  and 2 5  Genera l  o r  Mission 
S e c r e t a r i e s -  

The Seminar fol lowed a methodology based on an e x p e r i e n t i a l  approach 
known a s  " c r e a t i v e  r e f l e c t i o n " ,  a b i b l i c a l  form of  r e f l e c t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e d  
by t h e  meet ing between J e s u s  and t h e  Samari tan woman a t  t h e  w e l l .  The 
method i s  c a l l e d  ' c r e a t i v e '  a s  it i s  n o t  j u s t  a  c r i t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  bu t  
i n c l u d e s  a n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n .  It a t t emp t s  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  working of 
t h e  S p i r i t ,  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n :  "What i s  God s ay ing  t o  u s  i n  t h i s  
exper ience?"  

I t a l i a n ,  Eng l i sh ,  Spanish and French were t h e  languages  of t h e  
Seminar. 



There was a  team of  seven Resource Persons ,  f o u r  of whom shared  
t h e i r  exper iences  of working f o r  j u s t i c e  i n  e v a n g e l i s a t i o n  - J u l i e n n e  
De Wolf i n  U S A ,  He lo i sa  da  Cunha i n  B r a z i l ,  Henry Volken i n  I n d i a ,  and 
Mgr. Bakole Wa I l unga  i n  Za i r c .  Three o t h e r s ,  Michael S c h u l t h e i s ,  
Dominick Coyle and Jacques  Van Mieuwenhove r e f l e c t e d  on t h e s e  exper ien-  
c e s  from an  economics, communications and theo logy  view p o i n t .  

The work of t h e  Seminar was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  smal l  group d i s c u s s i o n s  
and g e n e r a l  assembly meetings.  An oppo r tun i t y  was provided a l s o  f o r  
groups t o  cons ide r  t o p i c s  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  

Following on t h e  exper iences  and r e f l e c t i o n  shared  by t h e  Resource 
Persons ,  t h e  Seminar i d e n t i f i e d  cha l l enges  which f a c e  miss ionary  
i n s t i t u t e s  i n  t h e i r  commitment t o  j u s t i c e  and e v a n g e l i s a t i o n  and s p e l l e d  
o u t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e s e  t o d a y .  They were expressed  i n  summary 
form i n  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  t e n  smal l  groups.  The p r e s e n t  Report  
a t t emp t s  t o  b r i ng  t h e s e  t oge the r .  

SOLIDARITY WlTH THE POOR 

The Seminar movtxl qu i ck ly  tu i d e n t i f y  an  op t i on  f o r  t h e  poor a s  
beinq of  c r u c i a l  importance,  t o  promoting j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  work of evange l -  
i s a t i o n .  J u s t i c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up o f  r i g h t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  
makes s p e c i a l  demands when i t  c o m e s t o r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  t h e  poor.  

A l l  members o f  miss ion i n s t i t u t e s  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  work f o r  j u s t i c e  a s  
an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  e v a n g e l i s a t i o n .  This  i s  n o t  a  marginal  i s s u e .  
C l e a r l y  it cha l l enges  t h e  whole community - but it i s  no t  a t  a l l  c l e a r  
how t h e  whole community can  be involved.  There were d i f f e r i n g  v iewpoin t s  
about  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  community cou ld  become involved wi th ,  o r  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  w ~ t h  t h e  poor .  

The terminology used is  impor tan t .  " P r e f e r e n t i a l  op i i on  f o r  t h e  
poor" ,  has acqu i red  such ove r tones  of impl ied exc lu s ivenes s  t h a t  it 
e f f e c t i v e l y  marq ina l i s e s  many i n  t h e  community. " S o l i d a r i t y  w i th  t h e  
poor" ,  bo th  a f f e c t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  more a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  commit- 
ment c a l l e d  f o r  i n  an e n t i r e  community. 

Who a r e  t h e  poor? The expected d e b a t e  occur red  around t h i s  ques t i on .  
What was new. was t h e  widespread r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

poor  a r e  no t  on ly  t h e  o b j e c t  of e v a n g e l i s a t i o n  o r  t h e  promotion of 
j u s t i c e .  

They a r e  a tnve  al.1, t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e l r  own l i b e r a t i o n ;  i n  them we 
meet God; H e  exp re s se s  a  p r e d i l ~ c t i o n  f o r  them: t h e y  a r e  a ' l n c u s  
t h e o l o g i c u s ' ,  t h ey  have a  profound human d i g n i t y ;  t h e y  evange l i s e .  



Mission i n s t i t u t e s  cannot  s t a n d  o u t s i d e  " t h c  poor" ,  judging 
them from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  unin- 
vo lved  i n  a c t i o n  f o r  and w i t h  them. S o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  poor d i c t a t e s  
a n o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  e n t i r e l y .  

DEGREES OF SOLIDARITY 

A 1 1  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  s o l i d a r i t y .  Some a r e  c a l l e d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s  i n  
a  deeper  commitment by working wi th  t h e  poor .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  a r e  c a l l e d  
t o  s h a r e  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  poor. T h i s  l a t t e r  is a  s p e c i a l  c a l l i n g .  Not 
a l l  a r e  a b l e  t o  respond t o  it, n e i t h e r  is it t o  be under taken l i g h t l y .  

I t  i s  n o t  a  s t r a t e g y  bu t  a  way o f  l i f e  f o r  some. T h e i r  exper ience  
shou ld  touch t h e  d e c i s i o n  making p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  whole community which 
i s  c a l l e d  t o  s u p p o r t  them, t o  be i n  s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  them, communicate 
wi th  them and l e a r n  from them. 

Remaining N e u t r a l  S i t u a t i o n s  occur  more and more f r e q u e n t l y  i n  which ---- 
miss ion  i n s t i t u t e s  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  remain n e u t r a l .  

Not o p t i n g  f o r  t h e  poor and oppressed  w i l l  mean i n  e f f e c t ,  o p t i n g  f o r  t h e  
oppressor .  The c r e d i b i l i t y  of i n s t i t u t e s  may w e l l  depend on t h e i r  t a k i n g  
t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  poor .  

Disce rn ing  what t o  d o  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  l e a d s  t o  t e n s i o n  and 
even c o n f l i c t  w i t h i n  communities. But mutual  s u p p o r t  and love  does  n o t  
exc lude  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t e n s i o n  and c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  com- 
munity anymore t h a n  it does  i n  fami ly  l i f e .  The i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  miss ion  
i n s t i t u t e s  a r e  many. 

P o l i t i c a l  Involvement S o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  poor and commitment t o  j u s t i c e  
i n e v i t a b l y  means more involvement i n  " p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n s "  which, i n  t u r n ,  touches  t h e  l o c a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and c e n t r a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  of i n s t i t u t e s .  The need t o  " t a k e  s i d e s "  w i l l  a r i s e  more 
of t en .  

There  i s  t h e  vexed q u e s t i o n  of what is p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  o r  involvement.  
' P o l i t i c a l '  f o r  some i s  ' s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  o p p r e s s e d '  f o r  o t h e r s .  Even 
a s s i s t i n g  someone i n  a  c o u r t  of law may be seen  a s  ' p o l i t i c a l ' ,  assuming, 
which is n o t  a lways t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e c o u r s e  
t o  law. And it i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a l c u a l t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and e x t e n t  of 
r e p r i s a l s  which may be t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e - w i t h  whom we wish t o  s t a n d .  

Power Mission s o c i e t i e s  t o o ,  need t o  e v a l u a t e  c o n t i n u a l l y  t h e i r  i n s t i -  - 
t u t i o n a l  weal th  and o r g a n s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  which i n v o l v e  them 

i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of power and c o n t r o l .  



Col l abo ra t i on  Mission i n s t i t u t e s  have no monopoly i n  r ega rd  t o  
j u s t i c e .  Here a r i s e s  t h e  ques t i on  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by 

l a y  people  and c o l l a h r a t i o n  with  them. The presence  of j u s t  one layman 
among t h e  Resource Team l ed  t u  a deep ques t i on ing  of many of our  p re -  
suppos i t i ons .  

SOME CONSEQUENCES 

Dialogue We need t o  be people  of d i a l o g u e ,  f i r s t l y  w i th in  our  own 
communities and with  o t h e r  miss ionary  communities. Are we? 

And then ,wi th  t h e  world,  wi th  people  s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  bus ine s s  and 
market ing world; with t h e  media who may n o t ,  indeed ,  do  n o t  hear  our  
message; w i t h  t hose  who e x e r c i s e  power: wi th  t h o s e  of o t h e r  f a i t h s  t han  
our  own, - and w i th  people  of no f a i t h .  

Th is  d i a logue  imp l i e s  an unders tand ing  o f ,  and r e s p e c t  f o r  o t h e r s ,  
an openess ,  and a  r e a d i n e s s  t o  a l l o w  t ime f o r  change t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  I t  
is  not  helped by judgemental and condemnatory a t t i t u d e s .  I t  always 
beg ins  wi th  an a t t i t u d e  of "phys i c i an ,  hea l  t h y s e l f ! "  

It demands t h a t  we a r e  c l e a r  about  our  own i d e n t i t y  a s  "mi s s iona r i e s  
i n  s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  poor" ,  t h a t  w e  do have a  mrssage,  t h a t  we a r e  c l e a r  

what it i s  a t  a gj.ven t i m e ,  and t h a t  we do communicate, t o  o u r s e l v e s  
t o  t h ~  media,  t o  t h e  world. 

And s o  we a r e  f o r ced  t o  examine t h e  o f t p r e s ' n t  ' s p l i t  l e v e l i n g '  
i n  our  i n s t i t u t e s ;  t h e  p a i n f u l  gap  between word and a c t i o n ;  between 
s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  poor i n  thpory  and i n  p r a c t i c e ;  between s t a t emen t s  
emanating from r e l i g i o u s  s u p e r i o r s  and Church l e a d e r s  and what i s  
a c t u a l l y  done. Witness t h e  gap between word and a c t i o n  i n  t h e  way 
r e c e n t l y  renewed C o n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  r e ce ived  by many members. 

Se l f -convers ion  There i s  a  tendency t o  look o u t s i d e  o u r s e l v e s  when d i s -  
c e rn ing  t h e  causes  and e x t e n t  of i n j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  world,  

t o  b1ame"others".  - t h e  r i c h ,  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o r r u p t i o n ,  l o c a l  governments and l o c a l  Churches.  

The Seminar recognised t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  cha l l enge  is t o  convers ion  of 
ou r se lve s .  The i n s t i t u t e s  need t o  make a  c l o s e  and con t i nu ing  a n a l y s i s  
of where t hey  themselves  s tand  on t h e i r  own a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
c n  t h e i r  own a t t i t u d e s  t o  j u s t i c e  and s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  poor.  

This  means making c l e a r  cho i ce s ,  no t  being con t en t  t o  l i v e  
w i th  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  which a r i s e  from p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n  r a t h e r  than  from a  
humble, s i n c e r e  s ea r ch  f o r  s o l u t i o n s .  

There is need f o r  a  deeper  consc iousness  of t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  and 
b i a s e s  t h a t  a r i s e  from c u l t u r e s ,  our  own inc luded ,and  i n b u i l t  r e s i s t a n c e s  
t o  change. 

We must a l s o  look f o r  t h e  causes  of world pover ty  where they  r e a l l y  
a r e  - not  on ly  where we a r e  con t en t  t o  s e e  them. They a r e  o f t e n  i n  our  
own backgardens.  



- W e  avoid d e a l i n g  w i th  them t h e r e ,  whi le  we go  o f f  happ i l y  t o  t i l t  a t  
windmil ls  f a r  away. we avo id  complete ly ,  f o r  example , the  problem 
of world popula t ion  i ts  bea r ing  on pover ty?  

Communicating Missionary I n s t i t u t e s  a r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  
a  kind of ' m u l t i n a t i o n a l s ' .  Using t h e i r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  oppressed i s  p a r t  of t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e ,  
y e t  many draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  "powerlessness"  of t h e i r  own dec i s i on -  
making bodies.  

A s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  i s  communications y e t  many draw 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  communicate. 

Shar ing  i n fo rma t ion ,  networking, c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a r e  c a l l e d  f o r ,  
y e t  many remark on t h e  i s o l a t i o n i s m  t h a t  s t i l l  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  much of 
t h e i r  a c t i v i t y .  

Concerted community a c t i o n  based on good communications is c a l l e d  
f o r  y e t  many c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p e r s i s t e n t  ind iv idua l i sm.  The d e s i r e  f o r  
u n i t y  and peace i n  ccmmunities w a t e r s  down t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s .  

There i s  no way back y e t  it would be f o o l i s h  t o  p r e t end  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  no t  many f e a r s  and u n c e r t a i n t i e s .  Moving 

away from s i t u a t i o n s  of comparat ive  s t a b i l i t y  i n t o  s i t u a t i o n s  of in -  
s e c u r i t y  th rough  commitment t o  j u s t i c e  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  cha l lenge .  The 
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  members of a community may be p r e c i s e l y  t hose  who f e e l  
marg ina l i sed  and be t rayed  by such moves. 

Thus t h e  need f o r  s u s t a i n e d  d i a logue  between members; f o r  s o l i d  
c o n t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  t o  suppor t  t h e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  and p a s t o r a l  
a c t i o n ;  f o r  d i a logue  w i t h  t h e  " o f f i c i a l "  Church and w i th  "popular"  
Churches,  and f o r  t h e  wider d i a logue .  

QUESTIONS REMAIN 

Can people  f o l l ow  t h e  c a l l  t o  s o l i d a r i t y  w i th  t h e  poor  and oppressed 
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of s h a r i n g  t h e i r  work and l i f e ,  whi le  remaining wi th in  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  of r e l i g i o u s  miss ionary  l i f e ?  

Can i n s t i t u t e s  a g r e e  t o  suppo r t ,  t o  accompany, " t h e  i nnova to r s "  
as a  community? Can i n s t i t u t e s  respond t o  new cha l l enges  whi le  r e t a i n i n g  
a l l  p r ev ious  commitments? I f  n o t ,  can t h e y  withdraw i n  d i a l o g u e ,  i n  an  
o rdered  and sy s t ema t i c  way, from same a c t i v i t i e s ?  

Is t h e r e  n o t  a  b a s i c  oppos i t i on  between making an  op t i on  f o r  s o l i d a r i t y  
w i th  t h e  poor and t h e  aims of some i n s t i t u t e s  ( f o r  example, t o  accompany 
t h e  growth of  a  l o c a l  Church) - which t a k e  precedence over  commitment t o  
s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h t h e p o o r ?  

When d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  whole t o p i c  of j u s t i c e  and t h e  poor is it 
p o s s i b l e  t o  u se  t h e  same terminology,  t h e  same l i n g u i s t i c  framework i n  
A f r i c a ,  La t i n  America, As ia ,  North America and Europe, wi thout  t a k i n g  
i n t o  account  a l s o ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  of i n c u l t u r a t i o n  on l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n s ?  

These a r e  n o t  easy  q u e s t i o n s  t o  answer. And t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s .  



TWO COROLLARIES - 

Two c l e a r  c o r o l l a r i e s  emerged: 

1)  Formation. A t ype  of r e l i g i o u s  f o r m t i o n  i s  needed which w i l l  t a k e  
account  of s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  poo r ,  t h e  demands of 

d i a l o g u e  and i n c u l t u r a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  poor ,  and t h e  b a s i c  
need t o  communicate wi th  t h e  world i n  a  language it unders tands .  

Those r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  format ion w i l l  need t o  p l an  f o r  l i v e d  
exper iences  wi th  people  who a r e  immersed i n  s i t u a t i o n s  of pove r ty  and 
s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e .  

Formation w i l l  need t o  remain open t o  new t h e o l o g i c a l  i n s i g h t s  
coming form t h e  poor  and t o  growth i n  a  s p r i t u a l i t y  which t a k e s  account  
of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  poor .  

2 )  S p i r i t u a l i t y .  A new ' s p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  v i o l e n c e '  i s  needed i n  view of 
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  encounte r ing  v i o l e n c e ,  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  o r  o t h e r ,  p e r s o n a l l y  o r  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  o t h e r s .  

The ann ive r s a ry  of Archbishop Romero's deathwasremembered a t  t h e  
Seminar. He i s  bu t  one o f  t h e  more w e l l  known among many, most ly  l a y  
peop l e ,  who have d i ed  i n  what may be a  new s i t u a t i o n ,  because of t h e i r  
s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h t h e p o o r  and oppressed and t h e i r  commitment t o  f u l l  
human l i b e r a t i o n  i n  Christ- .  

CONCLUSION 

A " c r e a t i v e  r e f l e c t i o n "  me thdo logy  should  l e ave  room f o r  c r e a t i v -  
i t y .  It  d i d .  Few of u s  forsaw t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h i s  Seminar would t a k e .  
I t  was cha l l eng ing  and d i s t u r b i n g .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  d i d  n o t  go away wi th  a  
f e e l i n g  o f  euphor ia .  We d i d  n o t  go i n t o  t e c h n i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  r ega rd ing  
world economic systems bu t  we were cha l lenged  by t h e  overview of what 
i s  going on i n  t h e  world and t h e  shape of t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  d i d  n o t  go  
deeply i n t o  t h e o l o g i e s  of l i b e r a t i o n  bu t  w e  d i d  g e t  an overview, t h e  f u l l  
t e x t  of which w i l l  be pub l i shed  s h o r t l y .  And we were cha l lenged  about  
ou r  own s e l f  i d e n t i t y .  

The S p i r i t  seemed t o  be  c a l l i n g  u s  t o  examine o u r s e l v e s  and our r e -  
l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  world,  t o  conve r t  o u r s e l v e s  f i r s t ,  t o  see God i n  a l l  
p eop l e ,  bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  poor  f o r  whom he has  a  p r e d i l e c t i o n ,  t o  
a l l ow  o u r s e l v e s  t o  be evange l i s ed  by them - And abou t  our  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
wi th  l a y  people .  W i l l  t h ey  be p r e s e n t  a t  f u t u r e  Seminars? I n  what 
numbers? 

It may be a  co inc idence  t h a t  t h i s  Seminar produced more w r i t t e n  

, assessmentspropor t ionate ly than any p r ev ious  SEDOS Seminars. W e  d o n ' t  
know a l l  t h e  answers. W e  w i l l  go on s ea r ch ing  and groping f o r  them. 



w ITH TH FARMWORKERS IN CALIFOW IA AND NORTH CAROLINA 

AN EXPERIENCE 

Jul ienne  De Wolf, ICM. 

(Soeur julienne d l c r i t  d'abord sa v i e  p a m i  2es ouvr iers  agrico2es 
de CaZifornie, des gens pauvres, mais r iches  en e s p r i t  e t  c o n s c i m t s  
de 2eur d igni t6  hmaine;  e t  puis avec 2es ouvriers saisonniers de La 
CaroZine du Nord, qui  sont 2es plus abandonne's de t a t s .  Son explrience 
2ui a f a i t  comprendre que m2me 14 personne 14 plus deshwnanis6e peut 
devenir un hornme ou une f e m e  avec sa d i g n i t l  e t  sa f i e r t l .  EZZe com- 
p r i t  auss i  qu'e22emZme f a i s a i t  part ie  du syst2me d'oppression. 

Sans 2'appui de ses sup6riatres e t  de ses consoeurs, eZ2e e s t  
cer ta ine  qu1eZZe n 'aura i t  pas pu continuer duns son choiz de v i e :  e22e 
aurai t  dû  q u i t t e r  s o i t  2es ouvriers,  s o i t  son I n s t i t u t .  L'engagement 
avec 2es pauures nats  concerne t a t s ,  bien que 2'engagement to ta2 sur 
2e t e r ra in  ne vai22e sans doute que pour cer ta ins  qui  se sentent  
appe2ls iz p2us de radicalisme. 

S i  cer ta ins  s ' y  sentent  appeZJs, laissez-2es ui2er e t  donnez-2eur 
votre  appui t o t a l .  Ne 2es envoylz pas.. . S ' i l s  y vont e t  s ' i 2 s  persd- 
v l r e n t ,  i 2 s  seront l i b l r l s  avec 2es gens. N. D. L. R. ). 

Julienne De Wo7$*, ICM., col2aborates with t h e  Farm Workers' 
Legal Services i n  North CaroZina, USA.). 

I want t o  share  with you t h i s  morning my l i f e  among migrant and 
seasonal  farmworkers. Let me begin by saying t h a t  my experience r e -  
f e r s  only t o  a very  small group of people i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  whole 
population of t h e  United S t a t e s .  Migrant farmworkers a r e  people who 
fol low t h e  harves t  from Flor ida  t o  Maine, from Texas t o  t h e  S t a t e  of 
Washington. The seasonal  workers a r e  l o c a l  people who l i v e  i n  t h e  
country t h e  year  round, and a r e  usua l ly  dependent f o r  genera t ions  on 
t h e  same farmers. 

THE SYSTEM 

The word farmer o r  grower, i n  t h e  context  of my experience, has 
nothing t o  do with t h e  small family farmers of a few ac res .  By farmers 
o r  growers I mean l a rge  landowners or  Agribusinesses who form p a r t  of 
conglomerate Companies. From t h e  beginning of i ts  ex i s t ence  Agri- 
business has based i t s e l f  on t h e  idea t h a t  one has t o  g e t  a s  much a s  
p o s s i b l e  out of  t h e  s o i l  with a s  l i t t l e  input  a s  poss ib le .  To t h a t  end, 
t h e  farmers look fo r  cheap labour. In t h e  West we know of t h e  import- 
a t i o n  of Chinese, Japanese, Phi l ippino ,  Mexican, Arab and Portuguese 
people. On the  East  Coast t h e r e  were f i r s t ,  t he  s l aves ,  l a t e r  came t h e  



sharecroppers .  Today, i n  bo th  t h e  Eas t  and t h e  West of t h e  count ry  
t h e r e  e x i s t s  what i s  known a s  t h e  l abour  c o n t r a c t o r  system. 

In  t h i s  system,  t h e  farmer ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  th rough  t h e  
Employment S e c u r i t y  Commission, c o n t a c t s  a  l abour  c o n t r a c t o r  who i n  
t u r n  qoes  o u t  and r e c r u i t s  people  t o  do t h e  h a r v e s t .  He l ooks  f o r  
t ~ h e s e  people  i n  c i t y  p a r k s ,  on s t r e e t c o r n e r s ,  poorhouses,  o r  wherever 
d e s p e r a t e  people  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r .  In  t h e  c i t i e s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
t h e r e  a r e  always enough American born b l a c k  people ,  d e s p e r a t e l y  poor 
whi te  people  and a l l  k inds  of unemployed w i l l i n g  t o  a ccep t  an o f f e r  
of spending a  n i c e  summer p i ck ing  p i c k l e s ,  cropping tobacco,  o r  
d igg ing  p o t a t o e s ,  f o r  money, house,  and d r i n k s .  The border  wi th  
Mexico is another  inexhaustible sou rce  of l abou re r s  w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l  
what l i t t l e  t h e y  have o r  f a l l  i n t o  d e b t  t o  come t o  t h e  S t a t e s  and 
he lp  w i th  t h e  h a r v e s t .  In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  thousands of H a i t i a n s  and 
La t i n  American r e f u g e e s  have been added t o  t h i s  group.  

The fa rmers  u s u a l l y  o f f e r  a  f i x e d  amount of money t o  t h e  con- 
t r a c t o r  who p rov ide s  some d i l a p i d a t e d  tobacco  barns  o r  o l d  farmhouses 
f o r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  and l e aves  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  a  crew-leader .  
Food, d r i n k s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r e  provided by t h e  crew-leader who 
makes h i s  weekly accounts  s u b t r a c t i n g  a l l  expenses from t h e  p e o p l e ' s  
wages. The people ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  ea rn ing  some money g r a d u a l l y  owe t h e  
boss  more and more. 

The r a t e  of T.B., V . D . ,  m a l n u t r i t i o n  and a lcohol i sm is very  high,  
and a l though  medical  c a r e  i s  provided and subsidized by t h e  S t a t e ,  
most m r k e r s  a r e  n o t  c a r ed  f o r  because t h e y  cannot g e t  away from t h e  
camps. S u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  t h e  camps i s  v e r y  s t r i c t .  S i c k  people  o f t e n  
remain hidden t o  v i s i t o r s ,  and crew-leaders  b r i ng  them o u t  on ly  when 
~ x t r e m e l y  ill. 

The a r e a  i n  which I work cove r s  4  c o u n t i e s  wi th  a  t o t a l  of about  
400 labour  camps with  from 10 t o  100 people  each. Some f e d e r a l  r e -  
g u l a t i o n s  concerning water supply ,  food p r e p a r a t i o n ,  crowding and 
t o i l e t s  app ly  t o  l abour  camps h u t  t h e r e  i s  no agency t o  en fo r ce  t h e  
law. I n s p e c t i o n s  a r e  done by t h e  hea l th -depar tment  bu t  recommend- 
a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  followed-up. 

Bes ides  t h e  Hea l th  Department and t h e  employment o f f i c e s  t h e r e  i s  
a l s o  t h e  Eas t  Coast  Migrant Hea l th  Assoc i a t i on  and t h e  Migrant and 
Seasonal  Farmworkers Assoc ia t ion  funded by Fede ra l  funds .  A l l  of t h e s e  
a r e  concerned about  t h e  workers '  i n s t a n t  needs  l i k e  c l o t h e s ,  food o r  
h e a l t h  c a r e ,  but  d o  l i t t l e  about  ques t i on ing  t h e  "why" of a l l  t h e s e  
cond i t i ons .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n  t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  t h e  growers 
t h e y  w i l l  harm t h e  workers r a t h e r  t han  h e l p  them. An example: a  s i s t e r  
who worked f o r  t h e  Eas t  Migrant Hea l th  Assoc i a t i on  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
o rgan i z ing  workers and g a t h e r i n g  ev idence  of u n j u s t  t r e a t m e n t  of 
workers. FIer e f f o r t s  l e d  t o  t h e  a r r e s t  of t h r e e  c o n t r a c t o r s .  A l l  

three were convic ted  of  having kept  workers i n  s l a v e r y ,  bu t  t h e  s i s t e r  
l o S t  h e r  job.  Another example: employment s e c u r i t y  Agents kept  job 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  de sks  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i th  V i r g i n i a  Growers who 
want t o  work w i th  ' H 2  program' workers,  people  r e c r u i t e d  i n  Mexico o r  
Jamaica,  and shipped back a t  t h e  end of t h e  ha rve s t .  



On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e  a r e  some groups  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
j o i n  f o r c e s  t r y i n g  t o  improve t h e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Farmworkers l e g a l  
s e r v i c e s ,  a s u M i v i s i o n  of Legal S e r v i c e s  Corpora t ion ,  j o i n s  e f f o r t s  
with t h e  Peace and J u s t i c e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Ra le igh  Diocese and t h e  
North Ca ro l i na  Council  of Churches t o  have b e t t e r  laws passed.  Both 
on Federa l  and S t a t e  l e v e l  some l e g i s l a t i o n  has been passed  t o  make 
t h e  farmer more r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  workers '  wages and l i v i n g  con- 
d i t i o n s .  

CALIFORNIA 

Working wi th  farmworkers i n  t h e  U.S.A. ha s  been f o r  me, two q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  exper iences .  In  C a l i f o r n i a  I was wi th  t h e  United Farm 
Workers. They were a l r e a d y  organ ized .  They had j u s t  come o u t  of a 
bloody s t r i k e  t h a t  c o s t  t h e  l i f e  of two workers and saw hundreds 
j a i l e d  and bea ten ,  a s t r i k e  t h a t  seemingly ended without  r e s u l t s .  How- 
eve r ,  t h e  m r k e r s ,  bo th  men and women were peop l e  wi th  a g r e a t  s ense  
of d i g n i t y .  They had a p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  work and a joy about  t h e i r  
e x i s t e n c e  which I d i d  n o t  f i n d  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  U.S. They were 
people  whose f e a r  had changed i n t o  hope. 

They themselves  had made an appea l  t o  t h e  Churches f o r  help .  
They asked f o r  people ,  no t  f o r  c l o t h e s  o r  food. They asked f o r  Church 
people  e s p e c i a l l y  who could j o i n  them i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e .  But t h e i r  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  of t h e  Church w e r e  ve ry  p r e c i s e .  They wanted u s  t o  do  
what t h e y  cou ld  n o t  do ,  and a l s o  a few t h i n g s  t h e y  could do.  But w e  
had t o  be  j u s t  l i k e  them, n o t  above them. My job  a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e ,  
and a f t e r  t h e  Farm Labour A c t  w a s  passed  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w a s  t o  go  t o  
workers who were a g a i n s t  t h e  Union, who had always opposed i t ,  o r  had 
been h u r t  by some v i o l e n t  members. The people  asked me t o  be  a 
h e a l e r ,  a pe rson  who cou ld  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and s t i l l  defend 
t h e  Union. 

I f e l t  t h i s  a s  a tremendous s i g n  of t h e i r  t r u s t  i n  m e .  I a l s o  
had t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  about  l i f e  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  b e f o r e  t h e  
Union began. I cou ld  n o t  b e l i e v e  them a t  f i r s t  but  a f t e r  a few 
v i s i t s  t o  l abour  camps I had t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a n  r i c h e s  were 
won wi th  l o t s  of p a i n  on t h e  p a r t  of farmworkers. 

It w a s  ha rd ,  working and l i v i n g  among peop l e  who were poor but  
who had a s p i r i t  that was r i c h .  I had t o  b e  l i b e r a t e d  f r m  a l o t  o f  
i d e a s ,  customs, a t t i t u d e s  which r e l a t e d  t o  my l i f e  a s  a r e l i g i o u s .  
However I a l s o  l e a rned  t h e  freedom t h a t  came wi th  t h i s  l i b e r a t i o n .  
H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  has  a s p e c i a l  meaning when you s h a r e  a two person  room 
and have t o  le t  i n  two more people .  Shar ing what you have comes v e r y  
c l o s e  t o  home when someone wants t o  borrow your l a s t  $5.00 and you 
r e a l i z e  s h e ' l l  never  be a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  them. I was pu t  t o  shame when 
a young mman who had borrowed $5.00 d i d  r e t u r n  them. She had f e l t  
my h e s i t a t i o n  when she  borrowed t h e  money. 

These workers had r ece ived  v e r y  l i t t l e  suppor t  from t h e  l o c a l  
Church but  t h e y  knew ve ry  wel l  how t o  'form Church' .  They joined i n  



wi th  t h e  many o t h e r  denominat ions  t h a t  helped and s t i l l  kep t  t h e i r  
own C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  They t augh t  u s  what Ecumene is, what being one  
is. I t  is i n  t h e s e  s imple  people  t h a t  I l e a rned  j u s t i c e ,  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  
h o s p i t a l i t y ,  a s  wel l  a s  g e n t l e  endurance.  

NORTH CAROLINA 

My exper ience  of North Ca ro l i na  is very  d i f f e r e n t .  There ,  t.he 
farmworkers a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y  poor .  They a r e  peop l e  w i th  ve ry  l i t t l e  
hope of change, wi thout  t h e  courage t o  s t r u g g l e ,  and wi th  a tremendous 
f e a r  of becoming worse o f f  - i f  such were p o s s i b l e .  

Many of t h e  people  i n  t h e  camps a r e  wi thout  m a t e r i a l  goods, bu t  
most of them a r e  a l s o  wi thout  f r i e n d s  o r  fami ly .  With a group of 
v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  Ra le igh  d iocesan  Peace and J u s t i c e  o f f i c e ,  and 
l a t e r ,  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  Farm-workers Legal S e r v i c e s ,  I went t o  
t h e  l abour  camps and t a l k e d  with  t h e  people  about  t h e i r  work, t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  c r o p s  t hey  work a t ,  o r  t h e  p l a c e s  t hey  have been a long  t h e  
way, bu i l d ing  up a s ense  of f r i e n d s h i p .  W e  handed o u t  a smal l  bookle t  
exp l a in ing  t o  t h e  people ,  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s  workers: t h e  r i g h t  t o  j u s t  
waqes, freedom t o  cook t h e i r  own meals,  t o  buy food and o t h e r  necess-  
i t ies  where t hey  want, t o  l e ave  t h e  camp, and t o  r e c e i v e  v i s i t o r s .  
The bookle t  ha s  two phone numbers of Legal Se rv i ce  o f f i c e s  where 
people  can c a l l  ' c o l l e c t '  f r a n  any p l ace .  Many people  c a l l - i n  t o  be 
helped o u t  of t h e  camp, o r  t o  be  t aken  t o  a d o c t o r ;  some have run  
away and need t o  be picked up somewhere i n  a smal l  town. T h i s ,  however, 
does  n o t  mean t h a t  a complaint  is f i l e d  e i t h e r  about  waqes, o r  about  
t r e a tmen t .  Exper iences  i n  c o u r t  i n  North Caro l ina  a r e  ve ry  humi l i a t -  
ing f o r  Black people  o r  f o r  m ig ran t s  i n  g e n e r a l .  Of ten  we can only 
encourage t h e  workers t o  make a s t a t emen t ,  a sk  them t o  keep u s  informed 
about  t h e i r  whereabouts and hope t h a t  t h r e e  o r  more people  from t h e  
same employer end up f i l i n g  a complaint  t o g e t h e r .  

The exper ience  i n  North Caro l ina  convinces  m e  more and more t h a t  
even t h e  most d e s p e r a t e ,  dehumanized person can t u r n  i n t o  a man o r  
woman w i t h  d i q n i t y  and p r i d e .  I t  t a k e s  f r i e n d s  o r  concerned people ,  
however, t o  awaken t h i s  s ense  o f  d i q n i t y .  We a r e  s t i l l  a long way 
removed from an o rgan i za t i on  of Farmworkers i n  North Caro l ina  but  
people  a r e  beqinning t o  come and t a l k .  People  begin t o  mention t h e  
t h e  word "Union" f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime .  People  themselves  begin t o  
wonder about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of changing t h e i r  own s i t u a t i o n .  

Working w i th  d e s p e r a t e l y  poor people  makes m e  r e a l i z e  s o  o f t e n  
t h a t  I t o o ,  am p a r t  of t h i s  opp re s s ive  system. I t  makes me ques t i on  
t h e  why of my own needs ,  t h e  how of my r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  people .  
I have t o  be c a r e f u l  no t  t o  make t h e  people  dependent on m e  a f t e r  
I have f r e c d  them from a l abour  camp. I t  makes m e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i n  
showing genuine r e s p e c t  and encouraging pe r sona l  i n i t i a t i v e  I can 
help  t h e  poor more than  by g i v i n g  food or  c l o t h i n g  o r  money. 



I n  my work, bo th  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and i n  North  C a r o l i n a  I have been 
t o g e t h e r  wi th  peop le  of d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  and w i t h  p e o p l e  o f  no f a i t h ,  
b u t  w i t h  a  f a i t h  i n  p e o p l e .  Our working t o g e t h e r  h a s  been v e r y  en- 
r i c h i n g  t o  myse l f ,  it has  a l s o  been e n r i c h i n g  f o r  them. They can 
come t o  o u r  r e l i q i o u s  C o m u n i t y  and t a l k  abou t  Church and p o l i t i c s ,  
l i b e r a t i o n  and oppress ion .  E v a n g e l i z a t i o n  among t h e  poor  is n o t  done 
by words, it can o n l y  be  done by a c t i o n s ,  and by a  g r e a t  openess  t o  
what p e o p l e  themselves  have t o  t e l l  u s ,  and show us .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  
i n  our work amonq t h e  poor  t h a t  w e  o u r s e l v e s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  be 
evange l ized .  

WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN FOR US I N  RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES? 

I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  where I worked w i t h  t h e  U.F.W. I went wherever 
t h e  workers would need m e .  I moved from Stock ton  t o  Sacramento,  from 
Mcdesto t o  San I s i d r o .  t o  San Louis ,  Arizona.  Sometimes I was up t o  
two months away from my community. I l i v e d  sometimes i n  a  house wi th  
o t h e r  s t a f f  p e o p l e ,  sometimes i n  a  farmworker ' s  f ami ly .  Never cou ld  
I keep  much p e r s o n a l  be long ings .  

L i f e  among t h e  p e o p l e ,  bo th  t h e  workers and t h e  s t a f f  members 
has been most i n s p i r i n g  bu t  I d i d  need t h e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  my community. 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  wi thou t  t h e  s u p p o r t  of my s u p e r i o r s  and of my s i s t e r s  
I would have had t o  l e a v e ,  e i t h e r  t h e  work among t h e  workers ,  o r  t h e  
Congregat ion.  I am s u r e ,  t h a t  wi th  p e o p l e  who d o  n o t  have t h i s  
s u p p o r t ,  t h e  b reak  comes i n  favour  of t h e  poor ,  because  t h e  ve ry  
v a l u e s  t h a t  brought  u s  t o  them a r e  n o t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  narrowness  o f  our 
r e l i q i o u s  communities, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  community i s  such,  t h a t  it 
cannot  suppor t  p e o p l e  who a r e  r a d i c a l l y  invo lved  w i t h  t h e  poor.  

The North C a r o l i n a  s i t u a t i o n  i s  sanewhat d i f f e r e n t  f o r  m e  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  I l i v e d  i n  community. I s a y  d i f f e r e n t ,  n o t  e a s i e r .  
I r r e g u l a r  s c h e d u l e s  have t o  be  f i t t e d  i n t o  a  l i f e s t y l e  b u i l t  on r e g u l a r -  
i t y .  The whole l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  community has  t o  

a d a p t .  
What I perhaps  exper ienced  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  need i s  openess  and 

t r u s t  among t h e  peop le  who l i v e  i n  a  community among t h e  poor .  Times 
come, when town o r  church  peop le  begin t o  a t t a c k  t h o s e  invo lved  wi th  
t h e  poor.  At tempts  a r e  made t o  b r i n g  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  
community. It i s  t h e n  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h a t  openess  and t r u s t  a r e  
necessa ry .  

There  came a  t i m e  when p e o p l e  i n  o u r  town began t o  q u e s t i o n  my 
invovlement wi th  a  group of f a c t o r y  workers.  The members o f  my 
community never  approachedmeto  a s k  whether I was a l lowed t o  d o  what 
I d i d  e t c .  The sisters defended my involvement w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
o u r  u n i t y  i t s e l f  se rved  a s  a  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  town, and a s  a  
v e r y  s t r o n g  encouragement t o  me. 



I would l i k e  t o  end by saying t h a t  my involvement with t h e  
poor grew out of my r e f l e c t i o n  or. t h e  Gospel. It  has been strengthened 
by the  f a c t  t h a t  I have seen t h i s  Gospel come a l i v e  i n  t h e  people. 

Comnitment t o  t h e  poor i s  f o r  a l l  of us .  S t r e e t  involvement is 
perhaps f o r  a  few who f e e l  t h e  c a l l  t o  more radical ism. Missionary 
involvement has "fashions",  l i k e  development, schools ,  e t c .  but 
commitment t o  t h e  poor cannot be accepted a s  a  fashion.  P lease ,  - do 
not  send any s i s t e r  o r  p r i e s t  t o  t h e  poor,  but i f  one wants t o  go out 
of convic t ion ,  ou t  of love f o r  t h e  Gospel message, l e t  them go and 
g ive  them your f u l l  support.  

And - do not  begin a  mission among t h e  F o r  because you want 
a n i ce  r e p o r t  i n  your Congregation's a r c h i v e s ;  you w i l l  only e x p l o i t  
t h e  poor people. But i f  t h e r e  a r e  s i s t e r s  who see  t h e  l i g h t  and want 
r e a l  commitment, then I say: go-and s t a y  - you w i l l  l earn  t o  know 
C h r i s t  together  with t h e  poor - you w i l l  be l i b e r a t e d  together  with 
the  people. 



MY EXPERIENSE OF THE SEARCH FX PN EVPNGELISIIqG PND LIBERATING 

MISSION IN M E  MIDST OF; A SITNATION OF INJLGTICE 

H e l o i s a  Da Cunha, RSCJ 

(Heloisa da Cunha, RSCJ, works i n  basic Christ ian c o m i t i e s  and 
ca teche t i s  i n  Campina Grande, Paraiba, Brazi l .  

Therc were tlzrcc motivations for her decis ion t o  share the  l i f e  of 
the poor - the situatiorr of the  poor themselves, the  witness of the  
f i d e l i t y  of t h e  Brazil Church t o  Vatican II and the  findings of the  
General Chapter of her o m  Congregation. 

She dmws attentioi t  corlstantly t o  the  pastoral programme of the  
Ckdrch i n  Brazil and the support of hcr o m  Congragation a s  she describes 
her l i f e  for t e n  years i n  a . ' favelaf  i n  Vi tor ia .  Therc :;he suffered wi th  
others t h e  constant threat  and frequent experience of violence and repres- 
sion. 

In  1984 she and her s i s t e r s  went t o  Campina Grande i n  t h e  Northeast 
t o  share once again the  l o t  of the  poor i n  a s i tua t ion  of "crying 
in jus t i ce" .  Her experience i s  tha t  of a re l ig ious  l i f e  l ived within the  
s i tua t ion  of the  church of Brazil to-day. 

She concludes wi th  three  quest ions the  l a s t  o f  which asks: " I s  
the  involvement of re l ig ious  i n  the  struggle for jus t ice ,  jus t  optional ,  
or t a c t i c a l  or a real  Christ ian involvement based on the  gosepLY1'. 

'Phe t e x t  has been s l i g h t l y  shortened. Ed.) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n :  I n v i t e e  5 vous p r e s e n t e r  concretement  mon exper ience  p e r -  
s o n n e l l e  d ' E v a n g e l i s a t i o n  d a n s  un monde d ' i n j u s t i c e ,  vous  

v e r r e z  que j e  v a i s  vous p a r l e r  b i e n  p l u s  de  l ' e x p e r i e n c e  d ' u n e  E g l i s e  - 
c e l l e  du B r e s i l  - que d e  mon e x p e r i e n c e  p e r s o n n e l l e :  Pourquoi? Parce  
que,  pendant  c e s  d e r n i e r e s  annees  d e  m a  v i e  r e l i g i e u s e ,  l ' e x p e r i e n c e  la  
p l u s  s i g n i f i c a t i v e  que  j e  peux p r e s e n t e r  est c e l l e  d 'un  plongeon d i r e c t  
d a n s  l a  p a s t o r a l e  d ' u n e  E g l i s e  q u i ,  el le-meme, s 'est  p longee  d a n s  l a  v i e  
d ' u n  peup le  pauvre  e t  opprime. 

TROIS MOTIVATIONS FURENT LES PLUS FORTES 

La r e a l i t e ,  c r u e l l e ,  chocan te ,  p l e i n e  d e  d e f i s :  un p e u p l e  pauvre  dans  
une s i t u a t i o n  p o l i t i q u e  d ' o p p r e s s i o n .  C e t t e  r e a l i t 4  peu S 

peu p e n e t r a i t  dans  le  coeur  d e  1 ' E g l i s e  e t  d e  nous t o u t e s .  



L ' E g l i s e  du  Bresil, p a r  f i d e l i t e  d l l E v a n g i l e ,  s 'es t  o u v e r t e  6 
ce  probli.me humain; e l l e  a entendu l a  clameur 

d ' une  immense m a j o r i t e  d e  n o t r e  popu l a t i on ,  pauvre ,  exp lo i t 6e .  op- 
pr imee.  Nous avons e t 6  condu i t s  2 t o u t  c e l a  s u r t o u t  p a r  l ' i n f l u e n c e  
d e  Vat ican 11. 

La Chap i t r e  General:  Et pour nous,  r e l i g i e u s e s  du Sac re  Coeur, l e  
Chap i t r e  General  d e  1970 e s t  venu confi rmer  les 

a p p e l s  d e  1 ' E g l i s e  et  nous a condu i t e s  2 un s e r i e u x  exode dans  nos 
v i e s .  

Ce la  a 6 t e  un t r p s  heureux exode: En a l l a n t  nous p longer  dans  l e  monde 
d e s  pauvres ,  comme E g l i s e ,  nous nous 

s o m e s  re -encont rees  c o m e  r e l i g i e u s e s ;  nous avons redecouver t  le  
pourquoi d e  n o t r e  v i e  consacrde,  l a  maniere  d e  v i v r e  nos  voeux, l a  v i e  
communautaire e t  l a  s p i r i t u a l i t 6  incarnOe d a n s  l a  v i e  e t  fondee s u r  l a  
Bib le .  

Melees 6 beaucoup d ' a u t r e s  r e l i g i e u s e s ,  d d e s  p r e t r e s  e t  d d e s  
c e n t a i n e s  de  l a i c s ,  nous avons r e d e f i n i  nos c h a r i n e s  s p e c i f i q u e s  d e  
cong reqa t i ons ,  au s e i n  d ' u n e  Comunaute  E c c l e s i a l e  e t  Miss ionna i re !  

Vivre  c e t t e  p a s t o r a l e  au  Rres i l  - c ' e s t  un d e f i  - au  s e r v i c e  d e  l a  
cause  d e s  pauvres ,  d e v i e n t  exper ience  douloureuse ,  PASCALE, b i en  sG?! 
Mais c e l a  nous o b l i g e  8 r e v e n i r  r ou jou r s  6 1 'Evang i l e  e t  donc au p o i n t  
c e n t r a l  d e  l a  Vie Re l i g i euse  dans  1 ' E g l i s e .  

AU COEUR DES MASSES 

D 'apres  l e  recensement d e  1975 au B r e s i l :  

- 52% d e s  ~ r o p r i e t e s  r u r a l e s  mesura ien t  moins d e  10 h e c t a r e s .  
- 0 ,8% d e s  p r o p r i e t g s  r u r a l e s  mesurant p l u s d e  1.000 h e c t a r e s  d i s p o s a i e n t  

d e  42% du t o t a l  du sol  d i s p o n i b l e .  
- P l u s  d e  l a  moit ie de s  p r o p r i e t e s  r u r a l e s  n ' occupa i t  que  3% du s o l ,  

env i ron .  
- 1% - e t  peu t -Ct re  moins - d e s  g randes  p r o p r i e t e s  ( l e s  " l a t i f u n d i o s " )  

o c c u p a i e n t l a m o i t i e  du s o l  d i s p o n i b l e  d a n s  l e  pays .  
- Un grand nobre d e  paysans o n t  e t e  f o r c e s  (ou l e  s o n t  encore )  d e  q u i t t e r  

l e u r s  p r o p r i e t e s ,  legit imernent c u l t i v e e s  p a r  eux pendant  d e s  annees.  
Ce la  s ' e s t  f a i t  p a r  d e s  expu l s i ons ,  d e s  menaces, d e s  p e r s e c u t i o n s  e t  
meme d e s  meur t res .  En t r e  1982 e t  1984 il y a eu 236 paysans  
a s s a s s i n e s  pendant l e s  "conf l i t s  d e  t e r r e " .  

- Pour l e s  o u v r i e r s ,  ma1 payes ,  a i n s i  que  pour  l e  t r e s  grand nombre d e  
ch6meurs, il ne  r e s t e  p l u s  que les b i d o n v i l l e s ,  les t a u d i s ,  dans  d e s  
c o n d i t i o n s  infra-humaines.  

Vo i l a  Donc Les F a i t s :  

La terre manque au paysan pa r ce  q u ' e l l e  a p p a r t i e n t  B une m i n o r i t e  r i c h e  
et  d e  p l u s  en p l u s  r i c h e ;  
L ' h a b i t a t i o n  manque 2 l ' o u v r i e r  dans  l e s  g randes  v i l l e s ,  c a r  l e  sol 



u rba in  est une d e s  a f f a i r e s  q u i  renden t  l e  p l u s  au  B r e s i l ,  d a n s  l e  
systPme d ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  c a p i t a l i s t e ;  
D e r r i e r e  t o u t  c e l a  il y a ,  e v i d e m e n t ,  une o p t i o n  p o l i t i q u e  b i en  
de te rminee ;  
La m a j o r i t e  du peuple  b r e s i l i e n  est donc devenue un masse d e r a c i n e e ,  
q u i  n ' a  p a s  ofi pose r  les  p i e d s .  

L'EGLISE FACE A CETTE SITUATION 

Deux documents s o n t  devenue c e l e b r e s ;  c e  s o n t  les eveques 
b r e s i l i e n s  e c r i v a n t  s u r  l e  problsme d e  l a  t e r r e :  

"L 'Eg l i s e  e t  le  probleme d e  l a  t e r r e '  (1980) 
"Sol  u rba in  e t  a c t i o n  p a s t o r a l e "  (1982) 
C e s  documents, t e x t e s  o f f i c i e l s  d e  l ' E g l i s e ,  s o n t  un Cchan t i l l on  

e t  un symbole d e  l ' a c t i o n  q u o t i d i e n n e  d e  l ' E g l i s e ,  f a c e  d  c e  t a b l e a u  
aux dimensions dramat iques .  

Parmi l e s  d i v e r s e s  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  deux me semblent p l u s  s i g n i f i c a t i v e s :  

La "commission p a s t o r a l e  d e  la  t e r r e "  (CPT) est devenuc a u j o u r d ' h u i  
un d e s  "organismes annexes" d e  l a  Conference Nat iona l  d e s  E v w e s  du 
Bres i l  (CNBB) . 

Les Communautes d e  Base r u r a l e s  s o n t  devenues  une exp re s s ion  p l e i n e  
d e  v igeu r  d e  c e t t e  E g l i s e  nouvellement nee parmi les masses p o p u l a i r e s  
d  l ' i n t e r i e u r  du pays .  

On peu t  v o i r  que l 'engagement d e  1 ' E g l i s e  du B r e s i l  pour l e  b i en  
despopulationssacrifi~es n e  se man i f e s t e  p a s  seulement dans  ses Documents 
O f f i c i e l s ;  c ' e s t  s u r t o u t  d a n s  l a  p r a t i q u e  d e  cet te p a s o t r a l e  d e  l a  base  
que l a  communion e t  l 'engaqement couraqeux dev iennent  c o n c r e t s .  

Le p l u s  g rand  nobre  de s  CEB, " v r a i e s  c e l l u l e s  d l E g l i s e " ,  s e l o n  l a  
j o i l i e  e t  reelle express ion  du Pape Paul  V I ,  s on t  d i s s6min i . e~  l d  od les 
paysans s o u f f r e n t  e t  l u t t e n t  pour  l e u r s  d r o i t s .  

Le cheminement d e  c e t t e  a c t i o n  e v a n g e l i s a t r i c e  d e  1 ' E q l i s e  du 
B r e s i l  aup re s  d e s  pauvres  e s t  s o u i l l 6  p a r  l e  sang d e  ceux q u i  o n t  e t e  
t u e s ,  ernprisonnes, t o r t u r e s ,  pe r s6cu t6 s  e t  calomnies:  l a I c s ,  p r e t r e s .  
r e l i q i e u x  e t  meme quelques  CvSques. 

MON EXPERIENCE PERSONNELLE 

D e  1973 d  1983: Pendant c e t t e  p e r i o d e ,  avec d ' a u t r e s  r e l i g i e u s e s  d e  ma 
-- 

congrega t ion ,  j ' a i  vecu dans  une s o r t e  d e  " f ave l a "  a  
Vi t .6r ia  ( v i l l e  d e  E s p i r i t o  S a n t o ) .  C e  f u r e n t  mes p remiers  p a s  dans  les 
chemins du peuple .  Avec beaucoup d ' a u t r e s  a g e n t s  d e  p a s t o r a l e ,  s u i v a n t  
I ' e l a n  donne p a r  une P a s t o r a l e  Diocesa ine  tres b e l l e ,  nous nous sommes 
t rouvPs tres souvent a c c u l e s  d  d e  g r aves  problemes d ' occupa t i on  du s o l ,  
pol11 heaucoup d e  f a m i l l e s  pauvres .  



Les cons6quences e t a i e n t  t o u j o u r s  les m b e s :  

- r ep re s s ion  d e  l a  p o l i c e ,  v io l ences ,  menaces. Les Pvenements d e  
Fev r i e r  1982 r e s t e r o n t  t o u j o u r s  dans  nos  memoires e t  dans nos  coeurs .  
Environ 600 f a m i l l e s  t r P s  pauvres ,  incapables  de payer d e s  l o y e r s  ?A 
cause d e  l e u r  miserab le  s a l a i r e ,  ou bien sans  t r a v a i l ,  affamees,  on t  
occupe un t e r r a i n  appar tenant  d l ' e t a t  et  y on t  c o n s t r u i t  l e u r s  cabanes. 
Mais v o i l a  l a  p o l i c e  q u i  a r r i v e :  les cabanes s o n t  br l i lees ,  les hommes, 
les femmes e t  les e n f a n t s  f r appes ,  ba t t u s . .  . 

- Le p e t i t  groupe q u i  co rnenga i t  a s ' o r g a n i s e r ,  avec l ' a p p u i  d e  que l -  
ques  a g e n t s  de p a s t o r a l e  e t  d e  l a  Commission d e s  D r o i t s  d l ' h a b i t a t i o n  
du d i o c e s e  (des  avoca t s ,  d e s  s p e c i a l i s t e s  e t  d e s  agen t s  d e  p a s t o r a l e  
l i es  p a r  la  f o i  au s e r v i c e  d e s  pauvres)  demanda l ' a i d e  d e  l ' u n i q u e  
orqanisme q u i  pouva i t  appo r t e r  un s ecou r s  imm6diat. 

Une Experience P l u s  Ri'cente: Depuis 1984, m e s  s o e u r s  e t  moi, nous 
hab i tons  Campina Grande, v i l l e  d e  Nordeste 

b r e s i l i e n .  Nous sommes dans un immense q u a r t i e r  popula i re r3 .500  p e t i t e s  
maisons c o n s t r u i t e s  avec  l e  montant d 'un impdt s p e c i a l ,  l e  "fonds d e  
g a r a n t i e  pour temps d e  s e r v i c e " .  

Depuis 1980, c e s  maisons 6 t a i e n t  prates (dans  de s  cond i t i ons  p l u t d t  
p r e c a i r e s ) .  E l l e s  e t a i e n t  c o n s t r u i t e s  avec d e s  mater iaux 

t r e s  o r d i n a i r e s ,  ma1 f a i t e s ,  ne  d i s p o s a n t  d 'aucune i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e :  pas  
d ' e a u ,  pas d ' e l e c t r i c i t e ,  pas  d ' @ o Q t s , p a s  d e  v r a i e s  r u e s ,  e t c .  

En mars 1983, t r P s  solennel lement ,  des f a m i l l e s  t r P s  pauvres o n t  
occupe les l i e u x .  N e  pouvant payer d e  l o y e r ,  sans  l o g i s ,  

i n s c r i t e s  d l a  banque pour o b t e n i r  un t o i t  e t  ne l ' a y a n t  jamais r e p  ... 
C ' e t a i t  l e  Mardi S a i n t  1983 . . . 

E t  l ' a v e n t u r e  cornenCa ... Les fennnes y  joueren t  l e  r d l e  p r i n c i p a l :  
en 2 j ou r s  t o u t e s  les maisons on t  e t e  occupees ,  mais ... l a  p o l i c e  se 
t r o u v a i t  t o u t  au tour .  Ceux q u i  e n t r e r e n t  y  r e s t h r e n t ;  ceux q u i  s o r t a i e n t  
ne  pouvaient  p lu s  r e n t r e r .  

Le peuple  e t a i t  devenu un i l d t ,  dans  c e t  ensemble d e  maisons ce rne  
par l a  p o l i c e  d e  t o u s  l e s  c d t e s .  Avec un c e r t a i n  humour, f a c e  5 c e t t e  
v r a i e  t r a g e d i e ,  l e  peuple  donna d c e  q u a r t i e r  l e  nom d e  "Malvinas". 

L ' H i s t o i r e  s e r a i t  longue: L 'Eq l i s e  - d i s  l e s  t o u t  premiers  j ou r s  - a 
marque os tens ib lement  sa  presence.  L'evsque e t  

le  c u r e  d e  c e t t e  reg ion  son t  Venus l e  J e u d i  e t  l e  Vendredi S a i n t s ;  sans  
s ' occupe r  d e  l a  p o l i c e  i l s  s o n t  " e n t r e s "  e t  une Messe, t e l l w e n t  s i g n i -  
f i c a t i v e ,  y  f u t  celebree a i n s i  qu 'un Chemin d e  Croix t r is  vecu. 

Finalment l e  gouvernement a  dii ceder  ... Les f a m i l l e s  pouvaient  
r e s t e r ,  d i s a i t - i l ,  en  a t t e n d a n t  d ' a u t r e s  d i s p o s i t i o n s  p r i s e s  p l u s  t a r d ,  
se lon  d ' a u t r e s  criteres ... 

E t  nous,  une p e t i t e  f r a t e r n i t e  r e l i g i e u s e ,  v ivan t  au mi l ieu  d e  
l ' i n j u s t i c e  c r i a n t e ?  I1 y a  un an  que nous hab i tons  dans  une d e  ces 

p e t i t e s  maisons, la  f a m i l l e  q u i  l ' a v a i t  p r i s e  - 

ayant  dfl p a r t i r  v e r s  le  sud. 



D C s  l e  debu t  n o t r e  d s t e m i n a t i o n  a  S t 6  d e  v i v r e  e t  d e  p a r t i c i p e r  
aux l u t t e s ,  e t  aux d i f f i c u l t &  d e  c e  monde d e s  'Malvinas".  Nous 
appar tenons  d  une a u t r e  c l a s s e  s o c i a l e  e t  n o t r e  fo rmat ion  a 6 t 6  f a i t e  
dans  un a u t r e  con t ex t e  socio-economique-culturel, nous l e  savons.  Mais 
nous nous sommes proposees  d ' e t r e  en communion avec  c e  peuple  q u i  
s o u f f r e .  

Parce  que nous sommes soeu r s ,  compagnes, v o i s i n e s ,  nous prenons 
comme nBt r e s  l e s  d e c i s i o n s  d e s  assemblees;  

Nous prenons p a r t  aux Assemblees e t  s o m e s  membres d e  1 'Assoc i a t i on  
d e s  H a b i t a n t s  d e  l ' ensemble  d e s  Malvinas;  

Nous a u s s i ,  c o m e  l e  p l u s  grand nombre,nous avons e t P  sommees d e  
compara i t re  devan t  l ' a u t o r i t e  o f f i c i e l l e ,  a f i n  d e  " r e g u l a r i s e r "  c e t t e  
occupa t ion  d e s  l q e m e n t s .  E t  pas  p l u s  que les a u t r e s  nous n 'avons 
repondu d  c e t t e  i n t ima t i on .  

Au long d e  t o u t  c e  p roce s sus ,  les i n i t i a t i v e s  e t  l e s  p r o p o s i t i o n s  
ne s o n t  pas  nBt res .  E l l e s  v iennent  d e s  occupants .  Nous p a r t i c i p o n s  aux 
d e b a t s  q u i  l e s  f o n t  n a i t r e .  

LA PREOCCUPATION EXPLICITE D ' U N E  ACTION MISSIONNAIRE 

Tous saven t  que nous sommes r e l i g i e u s e s .  11s nous a c c e p t e n t  t r e s  
b i en  e t  ne  f o n t  pas  d e  d i f f e r e n c e s  e n t r e  nous e t  eux.  11s ne nous 
s i t u e n t  pas  au-dessus d ' eux .  

P e t i t  d p e t i t n o u s  pouvons m e t t r e  en r o u t e  un processus  l e n t  mais  aux 
p r o p o s i t i o n s  b ien  n e t t e s  en vue d ' une  p a s t o r a l e  d e  Communautes d e  Base. 
I1 est  b ien  entendu que la  pedagogic du r e s p e c t  dd au peuple ,  d e  s a v o i r  
p a r t i r  d e  i d  oii il e s t ,  s o n t  d e s  d i r e c t i v e s  p r imord i a l e s  dans  c e t t e  
miss ion  q u i  e s t  l a  n d t r e .  Mais nous ne cachons p a s  que nous avons ce r -  
t a i n s  c r i t e r e s  e t  c e r t a i n e s  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  

Tout c e l a  commence a pe ine  e t  demande beaucoup d ' a t t e n t i o n ,  de  
p a t i e n c e  e t  d e  p r e c i s i o n  pour l e s  e t a p e s  d  p a r c o u r i r .  L' immediatisme, 
pour nous,  ne  v a u t  r i e n .  

Nous ne nous s en tons  p a s  s e u l e s .  Nous sommes au coeur  d ' u n e  
P a s t o r a l e  d 'ensemble  du Diocese.  

Voici  c e  que nous nous proposons:  p a r t i c i p e r  d  la  v i e  e t  d  l a  l u t t e  du 
peuple  en c o l l a t o r a n t  a son o rgan i s a -  

t i o n  pa r  lui-meme. Nous voulons e t re  comme l e  sel e t  l e  fe rment ,  b ien  
melees  aux ts tonnements  du peuple .  Nous essayons d e  r e v e i l l e r  l e s  
c h r e t i e n s :  q u ' i l s  a i e n t  une consc ience  c r i t i q u e  p l u s  a iguP e t  q u ' i l s  
s o i e n t  c apab l e s  d e  f a i r e  l a  syn the se  - dans  l e  conc re t  - e n t r e  l a  f o i  
e t  les l u t t e s .  

P a r t i c i p e r  aux rgunions ,  aux p r i e r e s  que l e s  gens  o n t  l ' h a b i t u d e  
d e  f a i r e  chez eux,  d  c e r t a i n e s  f e t e s .  Nous essayons  d ' u n i r  t o u j o u r s  la  
p r i e r e  e t  l a  f o i ,  aux evenements q u o t i d i e n s ,  e t  d  l a  v i e .  



P r o f i t e r  d e s  i n i t i a t i v e s  p roposees  pa r  1 ' E g l i s e  du B r e s i l  e t  p a r  
l e  d i o c e s e  pour  app ro fond i r ,  d e b a t t r e  c e r t a i n s  t h h e  a c t u e l s  q u i  touchen t  
2 l a  v i e  du peuple .  

Favo r i s e r  l ' e v e i l  d e  p e t i t s  noyaux, c a r  l ' ensemble  d e s  Malvinas 
e s t  immense; l ' o b j e c t i f  e s t  d ' o b t e n i r  que l e s  Communautes d e  Base se 
forment dans  l e  p l u s  c o u r t  d e l a i ,  q u ' e l l e s  s o i e n t  v i v a n t e s ,  b i en  
o rgan i s ee s .  

Nous, r e l i g i e u s e s ,  nous nous s e n t o n s  d e  p l u s  en p l u s  i n v i t e e s  
l a  convers ion e t  nous sommes evange l i s ee s  p a r  l a  s imple  duretG d e  l a  
v i e  du peuple ,  t o u j o u r s  menace, e t  a u s s i  pa r  ses innombrables g e s t e s  
d e  f r a t e r n i t e .  Bien souvent  nous nous s en tons  t o u t e  p e t i t e s ,  f r a g i l e s ,  
devan t  t a n t  d e  c l a i r voyance ,  t a n t  d e  g e s t e s  Bvangeliques d e s  pauvres .  

LE DEFI DU NORDESTE DU BRESIL 

2 
C ' e s t  une macro-region d ' u n  m i l l i o n  e t  demi d i  Km . 38 m i l l i o n s  

d ' h a b i t a n t s ,  p resqu 'un  t i e r s  de  l a  popu l a t i on  g l o b a l e  du pays .  
Les h a b i t a n t s . s o n t  t r e s  pauvres ;  l e  t a u x  d e  m o r t a l i t e  i n f a n t i l e  

e s t  l ' u n  d e s  p l u s  e l e v e s  du monde: s u r  1.000 nouveaux-nes, p l u s  d e  100 
meurent avan t  d ' a t t e i n d r e  1 an .  

"L 'esperance"  d e  v i e  pour eux e s t  d e  52 an s ,  a l o r s  qu 'au  Sud on 
a r r i v e  65 a n s  e t  en Europe i 7 5  ans .  

L a  l e  mot FAIM s i g n i f i e ,  automatiquement maladie  pour d e s  c o r p s  
ma1 n o u r r i s .  

C ' e s t  i nc royab l e :  dans  une r eg ion  si  c r i t i q u e  l a  concen t r a t i on  e s t  
encore  p l u s  g rande  aux mains d e s  g r ands  p r o p r i e t a i r e s .  

Consequence: une migra t ion  f o r c e e ;  l e s  gens s ' e n  von t  v e r s  d ' a u t r e s  
r 6g ions  du pays.  

I1 y  a  une m i n o r i t e  a r r o g a n t e  q u i  domine c e  pauvre  peuple ,  domina- 
t i o n  economique e t  p o l i t i q u e .  

D e r r i e r e  t o u t  c e l a ,  s a n s  aucun dou t e ,  il y  a  une op t i on  p o l i t i q u e  
d i c t e e  p a r  l e  c a p i t a l i s m e  du Centre-Sud: i l d i s p o s e  a i n s i  d ' une  immense 
aremee d e  main d ' oeuv re  bon march6 que l e  Nordeste  deve r se  en faveur  
d e s  e n t r e p r i s e s  n a t i o n a l e s  e t  m u l t i n a t i o n a l e s .  

L ' E g l i s e  f a c e  au  probleme du Nordeste:  I1 f a u t  r e c o n n a r t r e  qu 'une  
e v a n g e l i s a t i o n  l i b e r a t r i c e  n ' a  

pa s  t o u j o u r s  ete f a i t e  pour c e  peuple  du Nordeste .  C ' e s t  meme l ' i n v e r s e :  
au Nordeste  nous avons vecu un c h r i s t i a n i s m e  p l u s  p a s s i f ,  un c h r i s t i a n i s m e  
q u i  a  i n s i s t 6  davantage s u r  l a  pa s s ion  e t  la mort d 'un peup l e  que s u r  
l e  r e v e i l  d e  s e s  f o r c e s  v i v e s  pour se l i b e r e r .  Tou t e fo i s ,  c e s  d e r n i e r s  
temps, c e  s o n t  l e s  EvSques du Nordeste  q u i  i n s p i r e s ,  m i r en t  en oeuvre  
une P a s t o r a l e  q u i  d e v a i t  e n t r a i n e r  l e  renouveau d e  l ' E g l i s e  au B r e s i l .  
I1 s u f f i t  d e  r a p p e l e r  un nom: D m  Helder Camara. 

Les d i f f i c u l t &  chron iques  du Nordeste ,  
dev in r en t  c r i a n t e s  e t  de se spe ree s  pendant l e s  s a i s o n s  s s ches .  La 
d e r n i e r e  c a l a m i t e  d e  c e t t e  n a t u r e  a permis  d e  v o i r  b i en  p l u s  c l a i r emen t  
l ' i n t e r v e n t i o n  d e  l ' E g l i s e ,  a i d a n t  les pauvres  pa r  t o u s  l e s  moyens 
p o s s i b l e s .  L a  s o l i d a r i t e  e s t  venue d e  t o u s  l e s  d ioce se s  du  pays ,  a i n s i  
qu 'une  a i d e  f r a t e r n e l l e .  



On s 'es t  rendu compte p l u s  c l a i r emen t  que dans  ces c a s  d ' i n j u s t i c e  
dramat ique,  s y s t h a t i q u e ,  d e s  g e s t e s  de  bonte ,  d e  c h a r i t e ,  n e  s u f f i s e n t  
p l u s .  C ' e s t  a i n s i  que l a  p o s i t i o n  d e  1 ' E g l i s e  s'est d e f i n i e  et  con- 
s o l i d e e :  il f a u t  une f o i s  pour t o u t e s  assumer l a  c ause  du Nordeste! 
C e t t e  d e c i s i o n  a  Q td  p u b l i d e  dans  un document d e s  e v + u e s ,  pendant  l a  
d e r n i P r e  Assemblde Generale  d e  l ' e p i s c o p a t  (il y a  un an )  e t  dont  l e  
t i t r e  est "Nordeste ,  un d e f i  pour  l a  miss ion  d e  1 ' E g l i s e  a u  Bresil". 

C ' e s t  l a  au  Nordeste que  nous nous t rouvons :  Lorsque nous avons d e c i d e  
d ' emig re r  d e  l a  b a n l i e u e  

d ' une  v i l l e  i n d u s t r i e l l e  ( V i t o r i a )  v e r s  une q u a r t i e r  "occup6" en p l e i n  
Nordeste b r e s i l i e n ,  nous ne  f a i s i o n s  que  s u i v r e  t o u t  simplement un 
n o u v e l l e  op t i on  d e  1 ' E g l i s e  du Bresi l .  

Mon exper ience  a c t u e l l e  dans  c e  Nordeste eprouvemais  s i r i c h e  en 
v a l e u r s  humaines e t  c h r e t i e n n e s  commence 5 pe ine  dans  ce q u a r t i e r .  
Nous nous s e n t o n s  heureuses :  que  d e  dPcouver tes  nous avons d 6 j a  f a i t e s .  
Ce peuple  pauvre  possede une t e l le  c a p a c i t e  d e  r e s i s t a n c e .  E l l e  n e  
peu t  v e n i r  que d e  Dieu, croyons-nous: Parmi c e s  gens ,  nous recevons  
m i l l e  p reuves  d ' a m i t i e ,  d e  s o l i d a r i t e  e t  d ' une  v o l o n t e  immensedevivre  
e t  d e  v a i n c r e  les d i f f i c u l t & .  11s s o n t  pauvres  m a i l  i ls  s o n t  in -  
t e l l i g e n t ~ ,  p l e i n s  d ' i n i t i a t i v e s ;  i l s  s e  renden t  t res b ien  compte du 
p o i d s  d e  peche q u i  retombe s u r  eux . 

Nous nous s e n t o n s  heureuses  c a r  nous l e  savons :  c 'est  l e  debu t  
d 'une a u t r e  miss ion ,  e t  c e  mot s i g n i f i e  convers ion ,  depoui l l ement ,  
e sperance ,  c a r  il y a  quelque chose en t r a i n  d e  n a i t r e .  P l u s  heureuses  
encore  sommes-nous d e  s e n t i r  que nous sommes une p a r c e l l e  d e  l a  g rande  
communautQ d e s  c h r e t i e n s  q u i  v i v e n t  une miss ion vraiment  h i s t o r i q u e .  
Tous nous croyons fermement qu 'un jour  l a  lumiPre ,  l a  p a i x ,  l a  j o i e  d e  
ce peup l e  s i  bon, t r iompheron t .  Vo i l a  n o t r e  g r a c e :  nous v ivons  
i nca rnee s  e t  engagees dans  une E g l i s e  q u i  se r e n o u v e l l e  e t  assume l a  
cause  d e s  appauv r i s ,  d e  ceux q u i  s o u f f r e n t  l ' i n j u s t i c e  e t  l ' e x p l o i t a -  
t ion.  

-: Selon ma p r anes se ,  j ' a i  p l u t d t  d e c r i t  
l ' e x p e r i e n c e  d 'une  E g l i s e  - e l l e  e s t  b e l l e  et 

a i d e  - mais je c r o i s  que vous m'y t r ouve rez .  C m e  r e l i g i e u s e  j e  m e  
r e t r o u v e  dans  cet te t a c h e  d ' e v a n g e l i s a t i o n  1 i E r a t r i c e .  Je m e  rends  
compte que les bonnes i n t e n t i o n s  n e  s u f f i s e n t  p a s  ... Nous avons beso in  
d e  c r i t e r e s ,  d e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  d e  fondements b i b l i q u e s  e t  s p i r i t u e l s ,  d e  
communion e c c l e s i a l e ,  d ' une  pedagogic q u i  l i b e r e .  Nous nous r e t rouvons  
avec c e s  f r P r e s  avec l e s q u e l s  nous t r a v a i l l o n s :  nous p r i o n s ,  nous 
Qvaluons nos  p a s  e t  montons nos  p r o j e t s .  

Notre  propos e s t  d e  ne p a s  r e t e n i r  en nos  mains les d e c i s i o n s .  I1 
f a u t  f a i r e  p a s s e r  e t  e l a r g i r  les d e c i s i o n s  pour que les groupes  d e  ba se  
assument l e u r  r s l e  e t  l e u r  p l a c e  dans  l ' h i s t o i r e .  Sans p r i P r e ,  s a n s  
e t u d e ,  s ans  e v a l u a t i o n ,  s ans  c r i t i q u e  e t  a u t o - c r i t i q u e ,  s a n s  criteres 
o b j e c t i f s  d e  miss ion ,  on c o u r t  t o u j o u r s  l e  r i s q u e  d e  rester au p l an  
d e s  a c t i o n s  p e r s o n n e l l e s ,  ingenues .  

Nous a l l o n s  d e  l ' a v a n t ,  dans  l a  j o i e  e t  dans  l ' e s p e r a n c e .  Nous 
cherchons a c o l l a b o r e r  l ' e v a n g e l i s a t i o n  d e s  pauvres  d e  chez nous; 



nous avons l a  conv i c t i on  que n o t r e  peuple  est  l ' h e r i t i e r  du peup l e  
6 l u  par  Dieu,  c e  peuple  d e  l a  B ib l e ,  pauvre ,  s a n s  t e r r e ,  t o u j o u r s  a 
l a  merci  d e  ses p u i s s a n t s  v o i s i n s .  Le Dieu L ibe r a t eu r  d e  l a  B ib l e ,  
l a  f o i  en c e t  Unique et  Vra i  Dieu i l l u m i n e  n o t r e  pauvre et  f r a g i l e  
i t i n 6 r a i r e .  

UNE CONSTATATION 

Nous f a i s o n s  l ' e x p e r i e n c e  d ' u n e  v i e  r e l i g i e u s e ,  au B r e s i l  
d ' a u j o u r d ' h u i ,  q u i  se r e t r o u v e  dans  c e  g rand  espace q u ' e s t  1 ' E g l i s e .  
Une E g l i s e  q u i  B son t o u r ,  se r e t r o u v e  dans  l e  grand espace  d e s  
pauvres ,  d e s  masses popu l a i r e s .  C ' e s t  1.3 que l a  V i e  
R e l i g i e u s e  e t  1 ' E g l i s e  s o n t  appe l ee s  B l a  convers ion ,  B une p o s i t i o n  
courageuse f a c e  aux s i t u a t i o n s  non seulement de  l e g P r e s  i n - j u s t i c e s ,  
mais devan t  d e  v r a i s  massacres ,  l e n t s ,  p r o g r e s s i f s ,  l i e s  2 l a  c r o i s s a n c e  
d e s  f o r t u n e s  e t  du l uxe  d e  m i n o r i t e s  p r i v i l e g i e e s .  

J e  c r o i s  q u ' i l  e s t  bon d ' a f f i r m e r  que dans  n o t r e  p e t i t  e f f o r t  
d ' i n c a r n a t i o n  e t  de  s o l i d a r i t e  avec  les pauvres  en vue d e  l a  j u s t i c e ,  
nous nous s en tons  en communion avec les o p t i o n s  g d n e r a l e s  d e  n o t r e  
Congr&at ions ,  exprimees dans  nos  C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  approuvees p a r  l e  
C h a p i t r e  d e  1982 e t  q u i  nous i n v i t e n t  2 une v i e  consacrde o r i e n t e e  
fo r tement  dans  l e  s e n s  d e  l a  miss ion.  

TROIS QUESTIONS 

I1 m e  semble que c e l l e s - c i  m e r i t e n t  une r e f l e x i o n  d e  v o t r e  p a r t ,  
vous q u i  m'avez ecoutes  si gen t i lmen t :  

1 .  Coment  peut-on exp l i que r  t a n t  d ' opp re s s ion  dans  d e s  pays  
t r a d i t i o n n e l l e m e n t  c a tho l i ques?  

2. Quc l l e  est l a  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  pour d ' a u t r e s  E g l i s e s  (e t  p a r t i -  
cul iSrement  pour c e l l e  de  Rome1 d 'une expe r i ence  c o m e  c e l l e  
du B r e s i l ?  Comment donc une t e l l e  E g l i s e  d o i t - e l l e  d t r e  vue 
et  . .. jugee? 

3 .  Quel est les s e n s  et  q u e l l e  est l ' e t e n d u e  d e  l 'engagement  du 
r e l i g i e u x  dans  les l u t t e s  c o n t r e  l ' i n j u s t i c e :  

- Un engagement s econda i r e ,  f a c u l t a t i f ?  
- Un engagement uniquement t a c t i q u e ?  
- Qu 'e s t  que v e u t  d i r e  un engagement c h r e t i e n  

Gvangelique dans les s i t u a t i o n s  d e  g r andes  i n j u s t i c e s ?  

- end - 



OU? 9F Ti€ TOMBS, SET FREE ON T E  PATH OF LIFE 

Henry Volken, S.J. 

"Se rapprocher des pauvres de la canpagne", e t ,  "Apprendre des  
pauvres de la campagne": ce sont Zes t i t r e s  de deux opuscules publids 
par 2 'Equipe Mobile d 'Education (Mobile Training Team), a' laqueZ Ze 
co2labore en Inde Ze P. VoZkm. IZs  indiquent  Ze th2me central  de 
son e q & r i e n c e .  

Le v r a i  probZGrne a surgi ,  d i t f i Z  Zorsqui'iZs sont pass& de 
pro je t s  parrain& par Z'EaZise, a' La cr6ation e t  au soutien d'organisa- 
t i o n s  nutonomes de3 gens. La rn&fian(-r Jut  urie rdaction normale, 
aboutissant  p a r f o i s a ' i l , ~ ~  opposi t ions e t  ci des reprZsailZes v iozentes .  

Mais Ze probZ2me principal d t a i t  de savoir dcouter, d 'e ' tre 22 
02 Z'on p m v a i t  entendre ce que d i sa ien t  Zes pauvres e t  de Zes 
accompagner Zorsqu'iZs sor ta inet  de La tombe d'une oppression pZusieurs 
f o i s  centenaire. N D L f i i .  - 

Henry Volken, SJ., i s  responsibZe for t h e  Jesu i t  Social 
Secretariate,  Rome. 

The e x p e r i e n c e  I wish t o  s h a r e  w i t h  you c o v e r s  t h e  l a s t  seven 
o f  my 36 y e a r s  i n  I n d i a .  I t  has  t o  d o  w i t h  e n a b l i n g  t h e  poor ,  
excluded from development and v i c t i m s  of i n j u s t i c e ,  t o  emerge from 
being v o i c e - l e s s ,  t o  g a i n  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  and t o  be i n  e f f e c t i v e  
s o l i d a r i t y .  W e  w e r e  a  Mobile Team of f i v e :  t h r e e  young I n d i a n s ,  an 
I n d i a n  s i s t e r  and my s e l f .  

When sti l l  a  boy i n  t h e  mountain r e g i o n  of Swi tze r land  I used 
t o  h e l p  remove s t o n e s  t h a t  a v a l a n c h e s l e f t  o n t h e  meadows. When w e  
l i f t e d  t h o s e  b i g  s t o n e s  we would f i n d  undernea th ,  c o l o u r l e s s  s t u n t e d  
g r a s s .  I used t o  remember t h i s  l a t e r  i n  I n d i a  a s  a  symbol of t h e  
peop le ,  condemned by s o c i e t y ,  t o  remain s t u n t e d  i n  t h e i r  humanity. I 
thought  of tomb-stones and of t h e  meaning of R e s u r r e c t i o n .  I n  t h e  
l i v e s  of t h e s e  peop le ,  most ly  H a r i j a n s  and T r i b a l s ,  t h e  many and r i c h  
Gcd-qiven human q u a l i t i e s  remained l i k e  'blossoms i n  t h e  d u s t '  a s  one 
I n d i a n  writer d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e s e  p e o p l e .  

OUT OF THE TOMBS 

Like  Lazarus  t h e y  were c a l l e d  t o  come o u t  of t h e i r  tombs. Our 
team was animated by a  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  t h e  hidden c a p a c i t i e s  of t h e  poor ,  
and t h i s  was confirmed th rough  c o u n t l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e  had when work- 
i n g  wi th  them. We t r a i n e d  and gave con t inued  s u p p o r t  t o  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  
of an imators  chosen by t h e  peop le  from among themselves .  V i l l a g e  
h e a l t h  workers c o n s t i t u t e d  one ca tegory .  These were most ly  i l l i t e r a t e  



women, used t o  bejng cons ide r ed  ignoran t  o r  even s t u p i d .  Two examples 
w i l l  show how f a r  t h i s  was from r e a l i t y .  

The f i r s t  s t o r y  is about one of t h e s e  women who had joined a 
group of 30 i n  t h e  f i r s t  of f ou r  s h o r t  t r a i n i n g  cou r se s .  A t a s k  was 
g iven  t o  them. "How would you e x p l a i n  t o  women i n  your v i l l a g e s  t h a t  
t h e y  must make some p r e p a r a t i o n  when t h e y  expec t  t h e  a r r i v a l  of a 
baby?" The b e l i e f  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h i s  r eg ion  t h a t  t o  do  s o  would be an 
e v i l  omen. The nex t  morning t h e  group was s e a t e d  on t h e  ground i n  a 
c i r c l e .  One of  them had on her  l a p ,  a weaver b i r d ' s  n e s t .  What f o r ?  
I t  took some t i m e  b e f o r e  s h e  l i f t e d  up  t h e  n e s t  and began t o  speak:  

"With t h i s  n e s t  I w i l l  e xp l a in  t o  our  women. See how many 
days  t h e  man and t h e  woman b i r d  have worked hard .  Look, how 
it has beer. s o  c a r e f u l l y  m v e n .  Put your f i n g e r s  i n s ide !  How 
s o f t  is t h e  p l a c e  on which t h e  baby b i r d  w i l l  l i e !  Do w e  l ove  
our  c h i l d r e n  l e s s ? " .  

I n  f a c t ,  a l l  t h e  c h a r t s  used by our  h e a l t h  t r a i n e r  have o r i g i n -  
a t e d  i n  t h e  minds and t h e  h a g i n a t i o n  of such i l l i t e r a t e  ' s t u p i d '  
women ! 

Another s t o r y  about  t h e s e  same t y p e s  of women. Within one year  
a group of v i l l a g e  h e a l t h  workers had gone through t h e  fou r  t r a i n i n g  
cou r se s  and t hey  had l e a rned  much £ran r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e i r  day  t o  day 
exper ience .  On t h e  l a s t  day of t h e  meeting t h e y  were i n v i t e d  t o  work 
in  smal l  groups and produce a drawing t h a t  would d e p i c t  t h e  h e a l t h  
s i t u a t i o n  a s  i t  e x i s t e d  i n i t i a l l y  and a s  it now was. Except f o r  making 
customary d e c o r a t i o n s  on t h e  f l o o r ,  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  door of t h e i r  hu t s ,  
t h e y  had never  exe r c i s ed  t h i s  a r t .  Y e t  t h i s  is what one group produced: 

Two t r e e s  f u l l  of f r u i t s  were dep i c t ed  on a b i g  shee t  of paper .  
In  f r o n t  of t h e  f i r s t  t r e e  s tood  smal l  human f i g u r e s ,  w h i l s t  in 
f r o n t  of t h e  second were t a l l  human f i g u r e s  p luck ing  f r u i t s  from 
t h e  t r e e .  "In  t h e  p a s t " ,  one of t h e  group exp la ined ,  "we could 
no t  r e a c h  t h e  f r u i t s  of h e a l t h .  The h e a l t h  c e n t r e  was f a r  away, 
and nobody came t o  our  v i l l a g e s .  Many smal l  c h i l d r e n  d i e d  and 
a l s o  some mothers a f t e r  d e l i v e r y .  Today w e ,  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  can 
p luck  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  hea l t h .  Our people  have conf idence  i n  u s .  W e  
can t e a c h  our  women many u s e f u l  t h i n g s .  We v i s i t  t h e  houses and 
w e  can c u r e  s i c k  c h i l d r e n " .  
"With t h e  health-committees w e  have helped our  people  unders tand 
many cause s  of d i s e a s e s .  Some bad customs have now changed. 
People go  less t o  t h e  money l ende r  and spend l e s s  on mar r iages .  
Of ten  w e  have d i s c u s s e d  t h e  ' s i c k n e s s '  of t h e  v i l l a g e  s o c i e t y ,  
and u n i t e d  w e  can change many t h i n g s .  W e  a r e  no longer  a f r a i d  
t o  approach government o f f i c i a l s . . " .  

Some days  ago I was i n t r i g u e d  t o  read  t h e  fo l lowing  i n  t h e  document 
of t h e  32th General  Congregation of our J e s u i t  Soc i e tv :  " I f  w e  have 
t h e  p a t i e n c e  and t h e  humi l i t y  t o  walk w i th  t h e  poor ,  we w i l l  l e a r n  from 
what t h e y  t e ach  u s  what we can do  t o  he lp  them" (Decree 4 ,  No.50). 



I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  the  t i t l e s  of t w o  booklets our team had wri t ten  a s  
r epor t s  of our experience were: 'MOVING CLOSER TO THE RURAL POOR' and 
'LEARNING FROM THE RURAL POOR'. 

SET FREE 

Besides women many young men passed through a s imi la r  process of 
spaced-out learning and became e f f e c t i v e  a d u l t  educators ,  animators 
and organisers .  They had weekly meetings i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  u n i t s .  From 
time t o  time they gathered t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e i r  experience and progress 
i n  t h e i r  a n a l y t i c a l  a b i l i t y .  They came t o  understand t h e  l inkage of 
poverty with t h e  prevai l ing  s t r u c t u r e s :  land ownership which l e f t  them 
land less  labourers;  vi l lage-markets  where p r i c e s  were determined by a 
few powerful merchants; t h e  mney-lending system t h a t  led t o  indebted- 
ness and l o s s  of land they might have owned, e t c .  

After  months of r e f l e c t i n g  on these  f a c t s  and t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on 
t h e i r  l i v e s ,  var ious  ' l i b e r a t i n g '  i n i t i a t i v e s  were taken up one by one. 
Legal education became important and kindled new hope among t h e  people. 
Social  l e g i s l a t i o n  d id ,  indeed, e x i s t  i n  t h e i r  favour, but it remained 
on paper. Thus f o r  example, 'bonded labour '  was declared i l l e g a l  and 
condemned a s  a form of s lavery.  Yet i n  a region where t h e r e  were 
thousands of such bonded labourers ,  they d id  not know about the  ex- 
i s t ence  of such l e g i s l a t i o n .  But within two years  these ,  s o  f a r  puwer- 
l e s s ,  people had organised themselves, and could even approach t h e  
Supreme Court i n  Delhi. After  many dramatic events ,  which i n i t i a l l y  
caused much suffer ing  espec ia l ly  t o  t h e  new leaders ,  t h e  government i s  
now implementing, in  col labora t ion  with these  people an extensive 
programme of f ree ing and r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  these  bonded labourers .  

What impressed us was t h e  capacity of these  so-called f a t a l i s t i c  
people t o  express and a r t i c u l a t e  t h e i r  experiences of exp lo i t a t ion .  
One night  many had gathered f o r  a legal-education meeting. One of 
them l a i d  bare h i s  shoulders and sa id :  

"See how black my shoulders a r e .  For f o r t y  years  I have 
c a r r i e d  s o i l  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  of my master.  Even h i s  bullocks 
had it b e t t e r  than me. They could e a t  when they were hungry, 
they could s l eep  and r e s t  a t  n igh t ,  I not  - ne i the r  my wife 
nor my chi ldren .  I o f t e n  had t o  work f o r  my master till l a t e  
a t  n ight ,  and when I would reach my hut ,  my wife, awakened from 
her s l eep ,  w u l d  shout i n  fear :"Thief ,  th ief !"  

We had helped many dioceses i n  Central  India t o  s e t  up diocesan 
programmes for  Community Health, Adult Education, Small Farmers promo- 
t ion .  A 1 1  these  remained church-sponsored, somehow under t h e  cont ro l  
of p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s .  They presented no g r e a t  problems. It was a 
d i f f e r e n t  matter however, t o  nur ture  and support autonomous peoples '  
organisat ions.  United i n  a sp i r i t  of s o l i d a r i t y  t h e  poor became a 
soc ia l  force  i n  the  region and t h i s  provoked r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  l o c a l  
powerful sec t ion ,  the  upper cas tes .  



In  a Church t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a smal l  m ino r i t y  i n  t h e  count ry  
y e t  is i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g ,  t h i s  t y p e  of more d i r e c t  and more 
d e c i s i v e  involvement i n  ' p eop l e s '  movements', is n o t  e a s i l y  app rec i -  
a t e d .  I n  a m a j o r i t y  Hindu s o c i e t y  t h e r e  i s  much susp ic ion  about  t h e  
'h idden i n t e n t i o n s '  ( r e l i g i o u s  convers ion)  of t h o s e  who c la im t o  be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  poor .  It i s  no t  a smal l  problem. 

Hundreds of young c h r i s t i a n s ,  more and more p r i e s t s  and r e l i g i o u s ,  
have op ted  f o r  an approach t h a t  u n i t e s  a l l  t h e  poor and enab l e s  them 
t o  grow a s  persons ,  bu i l d ing  up t h e i r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  u n i t e d  a c t i o n ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  b a s i c  r i g h t s  and t h u s  s ecu re  t h e  minimum f o r  ex- 
i s t e n c e .  A t  l e a s t  40% of  t h e  people  a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  recognised as 
l i v i n g  below s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l  (300 m i l l i o n ! ) .  

ON THE PATH OF LIFE 

Is t h i s  c h r i s t i a n  presence ,  t h i s  j o in ing  t h e  doings of t h e  
S p i r i t  among t h o s e  r e j e c t e d  by s o c i e t y  bu t  loved i n  a p r e f e r e n t i a l  
way by God, - i s  t h i s  a v a l i d  form of  evange l i s a t i on?  

I have seen marvelous m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of a s p i r i t  o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  
s i g n s  of a ' s p i r i t u a l i t y  of l i b e r a t i o n '  among t h o s e  who s h a r e  deep ly  
i n  t h e  mystery of C h r i s t ' s  s u f f e r i n g .  The bishop of  'my d i o c e s e '  
seemed t o  sha re  t h i s  pe r cep t ion .  He brought s e v e r a l  teams of s i s t e r s  
who a r e  happy t o  l i v e  t h i s  t y p e  of c h r i s t i a n  presence  i n t o  t h e  d iocese  
They a r e  encouraged t o  become f i r s t  of a l l ,  r e a l  members of t h e  
v i l l a g e  community, o f  t h e  poor and exp lo i t ed  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and t o  
d i s c e r n  what t h e  S p i r i t  i s  t e l l i n g  them i n  t h e i r  l i f e  shared w i th  t h e  
people .  They read  t h e  Gospel d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t hey  b r ing  t h i s  s o l i d a r i t y  
i n t o  t h e  Eucha r i s t .  

I n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of I n d i a ,  among f ishermen s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  
p r i e s t s  and sisters have n o t  found such suppor t .  The i r  j o in ing  t h e  
people  i n  a hunger -s t r ike  - one sister f a s t e d  19 days ,  ano ther  23 days  - 
has been c r i t i c a l l y  viewed by some of t h e  bishops.  P r i e s t s  and 
r e l i g i o u s  a r e  n o t  t o  g e t  d i r e c t l y  involved now i n  t h e  f i she rmen ' s  
s t r u g g l e  without  e x p l i c i t  permission.  A t  t h e  same t ime ,  a paper  m i t t e n  
by t heo log i ans ,  app rec i a t ed  t h e  deep ly  evange l i ca l  meaning of  t h i s  
t y p e  of  a c t i v e  s o l i d a r i t y .  In  Ind i a  such t e n s i o n s  and c o n f l i c t s  a r e  
l i k e l y  t o  mu l t i p ly  a s  t h e  gap between r i c h  and poor i n c r e a s e s  and a new 
consc iousness  emerges amonq t h e  people .  Though an admonition t o  
d i a logue  i s  l e g i t i m a t e ,  i n  t h e  conc re t e ,  app ly ing  t h i s ,  proves  t o  be 
ve ry  d i f f i c u l t .  

I had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of meeting a rchbishop  Romero one year  b e f o r e  
h i s  martyrdom. I asked him how he saw t h e  s o l u t i o n  of a c o n f l i c t  
a r i s i n g  from t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between an a n a l y s i s  o f  a s i t u a t i o n  and 
a differingpastoralpraxis, e v i d e n t ,  even among b i shops  i n  E l  Salvador .  



H i s  answer was t h a t  t h i s  would requ i re  a  r e a l  conversion of t h e  
Church t o  a  p r e f e r e n t i a l  option fo r  t h e  poor. 

The experience of our team i n  working with t h e  poor has helped 
me understand some of t h e  consequences of t h i s  option.  Love leads 
one deeper i n t o  t h e i r  anguished existence,  i n t o  g r e a t  f a i t h  in  them. 
I t  e l iminates  paternalism. It enables them t o  bel ieve  i n  themselves, 
t o  th ink  fo r  themselves, t o  take decis ions ,  and it shares with them 
a new-found hope. It means t o  jo in  t h e  God of t h e  Exodus and t h e  
Magnificat the re  where He ' s e e s ,  hears ,  a c t s ' .  

How can we say t h a t  i n  prayer we meet a  God d i f f e r e n t  from t h e o n e  
sent  by Moses and H i s  Son ' t o  s e t  the  cap t ives  f r e e ' ?  Those who 
counted f o r  nothing, He has chosen, t h a t  they may no longer be l i k e  
blossoms in  the  dus t .  

Listening and learning from t h e  people may well be t h e  f i r s t  
and indispensable s t e p  i n  evangelisat ion ... an awakening t o  God who 
hears t h e  c ry  of H i s  people and shows compassion. 



Mgr. Bakole  W a  I l u n g a  

(MgrL Bahi?2e wn Ilunga i s  ilrchlishop of t h e  Diocese of  Kanangn, 
Znirc. He quotes n prayer of  h i s  "pngan" father t:o the  Cod of cr twt ion  
i n  s t r i k i n n  cvidciici: of the di7cply r e l i g i o u s  .;iri~w,:tcr of h i s  pcorlc. 
They have a strong sense o f  L%fe, c m n i t y ,  author.~:ty,  respect  for 
e Lders. 

The good news of  Jesus Christ  hxrs a l iberat ing  event i n  the  l i v e s  
17; h i s  people. A t  th heart of thi.7 Zibcr9ution he sees f~%t.edom from 
fcnr and the  struggle for a more ,iiist soc%ety. Be began t h i s  str'uggle 
through Loc:irl c o m u n f t i c s ,  and a pr~og1,anone for development. I t  aLb~ay.s 
began z k t h  f;lzr- bui LdLng of  a Church - a p Lace o f  prayer and celebrat  ion 
and meeting 1,n:tii God and thereafter ,  fanned out t o  projec ts  i n  health,  
cducat,ion, ug17icuZ turg. 

The approach t o  jus t i ce  and ?varrgelisation i f  thc  pt2ople i..f Kananyn 
i n  thi.? presentat ion i l l u s t ~ ~ a t e s  the  importance of  cuZtur9e nnd context  
i n  L Z Y L , ~  gil'en s i tua t ion .  Ngr,. Bakole wa Ilunga cnds h i s  paper w i t h  an 
appea L f o ~  continuing support bg mission personnel. I t  w i l l .  be an 
cnr7:chment l ~ t h  for h i s  people and for those who come. The tt..zt h . 1 ~  

been s l i g h t l y  shortened. Ed. i. 

J u s t i c e  - E v a n g g l i s a t i o n ,  q u o i  d e  n e u f  s u r  un s u j e t  06 l ' u n a n i m i t 6  
d e  fond semble a c q u i s e ?  Que che rchons -nous  a u  j u s t e ?  J u s t i c e  - E v a n g g l i s a -  
t i o n :  En e f f e c t ,  a n n o n c e r  l ' g v a n g i l e  e t  en  r e n d r e  t emoignage  p a r  l e  
combat p o u r  l a  j u s t i c e  e t  l u t t e r  p o u r  l a  j u s t i c e  p a r  l e  tgmoignage  d e  
l ' g v a n g i l e ,  n ' e s t - c e  p a s  i d  v o t r e  v o c a t i o n  d e  r e s p o n s a b l e s  d l I n s t i t u t s  
c o n s a c r 6 s  d  l a  M i s s i o n ?  N'est-ce p a s  1s a u s s i  m a  p r e m i e r e  t d c h e  d e  
p r e t r e  e t  d ' e v e q u e - p a s t e u r ?  N ' e s t - c e  p a s  i d  l a  m i s s i o n  c s s e n t i e l l e  d c  
I ' E g l i s e  du  C h r i s t - S a u v e u r ?  

Je n ' a i  p o r t 6  d e s  s o u l i e r s  q u ' a u  g r a n d  s e m i n a i r e  d e  p h i l o s o p h i ? .  
Nous march ions  p i e d s  n u s .  - Un p r o v e r b e  a f r i c a i n  d i t :  " w a n d ,  n u - p i e d s ,  
q u e l q u ' u n  f a i t  un s a u t  d a n s  l e  f e u ,  il l u i  reste  un p r o d i g i e u x  bond i 
f a i r e " .  LP s e u l  problPme d e  l a  s a g e s s e  est  d e  s a v o i r  d a n s  q u c l l e  
d i r e c t i o n  s a l u t a i r e  b o n d i r :  un i n s e n s 6  s a u t e  v e r t i c a l e m e n t  e t  r ~ t o m b e  



dans  l e  f e u ;  l ' impruden t  s a u t e  ii d r o i t e  ou B gauche s u r  nos  p i s t e s  
d e  c r e t e  au r i s q u e  d e  tomber dans  l e  r a v i n ;  l ' i n c o n s c i e n t  s a u t e  en 
a r r i e r e  s u r  nos  s e n t i e r s  e s c a r p e s  e t  se c a s s e  l e  dos;  l e  sage  s a u t e  
dans  l a  d i r e c t i o n  s a l u t a i r e .  

- Un a u t r e  proverbe d i t :  "Sur une r i v i e r e  a g i t e e ,  n e  d e l c i e  p a s  une 
p i rogue  quand t u  ne  s a i s  p a s  pagayer n i  d i r i g e r  ..." 

Eh b i en ,  j ' a i  f a i t  deux f o i s  e t  demie l e  t o u r  du monde. Chaque- 
f o i s  que mon r ega rd  se pose s u r  la  v i e  d e  n o t r e  monde a c t u e l ,  n ' impor te  
o  chaque f o i s  que mes o r e i l l e s  s ' o u v r e n t  aux propos d e  n o t r e  monde 
a c t u e l  dans  n ' impor te  q u e l l e  c u l t u r e ,  j e  c o n s t a t e  d e s  c o n t r a i n t e s ,  d e s  
impasses,  d e s  i nqu i e tudes ,  des  miseres, b r e f  j e  c o n s t a t e  p a r t o u t  c e  
desenchantement q u a s i  g e n e r a l i s 6  f a c e  ii l a  c i v i l i s a t i o n  que l'homme a 
fo rgee  avec s e s  mains e t  son cerveau.  

Malgre l e  mirage d e  sa t echno loq i e  e t  d e  sa c o n s o m a t i o n ,  du mate- 
r i a l i s m e  economique avec  s a  l o i  du p r o f i t  sansamour,  malgre  l a  
m u l t i p l i c i t 6  d e s  reun ions  e t  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  l e  monde a c t u e l ,  y  compris 
1 ' E g l i s e  s u r t o u t  d e  v i e i l l e  t r a d i t i o n ,  semble a v o i r  f a i t ,  nu-pieds l e  
s a u t  dans  l e  f eu ;  il a  d e l i 6  une g igan tesque  p i rogue  su r  une r i v i e r e  
a g i t e e .  I1 e s t  temps d e  s e  r e s s a i s i r .  

Ce desenchantement g 6 n 6 r a l i s e  e t  c e t t e  c o n t e s t a t i o n  mult i forme 
annoncent l a  na i s s ance  d ' un  monde nouveau, don t  nous s e r o n s  peu t -S t r e  
l e s  a r t i s a n s ,  don t  nous poserons ,  au f i l  d e s  j ou r s ,  d e s  p i e r r e s  d e  base  
e t  des  v a l e u r s  d e  fond. 

Voi ld  ce q u i  met 2 l ' a i s e ,  c a r  j e  m e  t r ouve  e t  m 'adresse  d  d e s  
f r5res :canme d i t  l e  proverbe luba :  " l e  l i o n  e t  l e  leopard  affames.  
devan t  l e  m6me g i b i e r  n o u r r i s s e n t  les memes i n t e n t i o n s " .  

LA BONNE NOWELLE DANS MA VIE 

Je s u i s  n4 moi-meme dans  un p e t i t  v i l l a g e  d e  brousse  en  1920. O r ,  
dans  l e s  quclque 65 a n s  d e  ma v i e  j ' a i  ete B meme d ' exper imente r  les 
t r 5 s  profondes  t ransfornat ions  d e  t o u s  g e n r e s  q u ' a  connues l ' A f r i q u e  en 
g e n e r a l  e t  mon pays en p a r t i c u l i e r .  

Mentionnons d ' abord ,  les m u l t i p l e s  t r an s fo rma t ions  m a t e r i e l l e s .  
L 'Afr ique Noire e t  nos  popu l a t i ons  o n t  vecu longtemps r e p l i e e s  s u r  e l l e  
m e m e s ,  p a r a l y s e e s  dans  l e  o r n i e r e s  e t r o i t e s d e s s o l i d a r i t @ s  c l a n i q u e s ,  
i nconsc i en t e s  d e s  r P a l i t e s  fconomiques, i n d i f f e r e n t e s  aux concep t ions  
c a p i t a l i s t e s  du t r a v a i l  c o m e  a l a  no t i on  du temps. 

L'imprPvoyance, c ause  d e  s t a g n a t i o n ,  c a r a c t e r i s a i t  ses d i f f e r e n t e s  
peuplades .  Mais c e  temps est  r evo lu .  Depuis, c e s  peuplades  se s o n t  
ouve r t e s  aux a u t r e s  r e g i o n s ,  aux a u t r e s  pays ,  aux a u t r e s  c o n t i n e n t s .  Les 
c o n t a c t s  humains provoqu6s par les t r an s fo rma t ions  m a t e r i e l l e s  on t  
engendre ,  d  l e u r  t o u r ,  un ph6nomene d'osmose au n iveau  d e s  c u l t u r e s .  
Autrement d i t ,  les t r an s fo rma t ions  m a t e r i e l l e s  o n t  s u s c i t e  d e  profondes  
e t  impor tan tes  muta t ions  c u l t u r e l l e s .  



Venons-en d 'abord d l ' h i s t o i r e  de ma p e t i t e  v i e .  E l l e  m'apparait  
a u s s i  mervei l leuse que c e l l e  de  Salornon. Le raisonnernent humain, ne 
peut canprendre c e  qu i  rn'est a r r i v e .  Pourquoi l e  gamin de 8 ans que 
j ' e t a i s  c o u r a i t - i l  d e r r i e r e  l e  c a t e c h i s t e  au l i e u  de plonger dans l a  
r i v i s r e  e t  f a i r e  l a  chasse aux r a t s  e t  aux oiseaux come c 1 6 t a i t  l e  c a s  
pour s e s  camarades? Pourquoi, t o u t  jeune, parcour i r  chaque jour des  
k i l o m e t r e s i p i e d  pour su iv re  c e t t e  p e t i t e  ecole  embryonnaire de brousse 
e t  c e ,  en desaccord avec rnes parents? J ' a i  beau chercher,  je ne t rouve 
aucun in tOre t  n i  a t t r a i t  hurnain qu i  a u r a i t  pu m'y pousser.  Le c a t e c h i s t e  
ca thol ique  n ' e t a i t  meme pas un home en vue!. .. 

Pour tant ,  a l o r s  que t o u t  m ' i n v i t a i t  d  y r e s t e r ,  j ' a i  q u i t t e ,  malgre 
t o u t ,  l e  mil ieu r a s su ran t  de ma f o r s t  e t  de ma r i v i s r e ,  de mes pa ren t s  
e t  de  mes copains,  pour m'or ienter  defini t ivement  ve r s  l 'Eco le  150 km 
de chez nous e t  t ou jour s  d pied ! 

Peniblement, d  t r a v e r s  d'innombrables d i f f i c u l t e s  j ' a i  f i n i  par  
a b o u t i r  au p e t i t  s h i n a i r e  ... Maintenant, j e  s a i s  que des  c e t t e  epoque, 
je  marchais, conduit par l a  main de mon Dieu. Mon h i s t o i r e ,  n ' e s t  pas 
un cas  i s o l e  en Afrique. Que d ' a u t r e s  pour ra i en t ,  come  je  v iens  de l e  
f a i r e ,  proclamer l e s  e f f e t s  benefiques dans l e u r  v i e  de  l a  Bonne Nouvelle 
e t  du t r a v a i l  missionnaire.  

LA BONNE NOWELLE CHEZ MON PEUPLE 

La Providence a v a i t  decide que l e s  temps e t a i e n t  accomplis pour 
repandre egalement l a  Bonne Nouvelle chez mon peuple. 

J e  t i e n s  dgs maintenant % s o u l i g n e r u n e r e a l i t e  non negl igeable :  ce 
sont  nos a n c s t r e s  qu i  nous ont  prepare l e  chemin du C h r i s t  e t  de son 
Evangile. C ' e s t  par  eux en e f f e t ,  que nous ont  e t e  transrnises l e s  
va leu r s  authentiques e t  c ' e s t  par  eux a u s s i  que nous a  ete ldgue ce  sens  
r e l i q i e u x  qu i  d e v a i t  nous rendre si d isponibles  d l ' a c c u e i l  du message 
evanqelique. Quand on sonqe que c e  n ' e s t  qu'en 1891 que t o u t  a  commence. 
m a t r e  vinqt-cinq ans, qu 'es t -ce  que c e ' e s t ?  La duree du'une v i e  d ' h o m e ,  
en somme. Et  pour tant ,  dans ce  cour t  laps  de temps, l e  g r a i n  de  seneve 
j e t 6  en t e r r e  e s t  devenu un a rb re  s o l i d e  p lant6  au coeur de  1 'Afrique.  

Une v e r i t a b l e  Sme no i re  a  tou jour s  e t e  croyante. La preuve? Nos 
ance t re s  p r i a i e n t  de jd  ( j e  c i t e  une p r i e r e  notee au debut du chr is t ian isme,  
r e c u e i l l i e  donc du monde "paien",  maintes f o i s  entendue dans l a  bouche de 
rnon pere pa ien ,  chef du c lan  Bena Nkonqolo): 

"Dieu, Seigneur e t  Maitre,  
Createur  des  hommes, 
Tout vous a p p a r t i e n t ,  
Tout e s t  d  vous e t  pour vous ... 
Tout: homes e t  choses, 
Tout e s t  vb t re ,  Maweja Nangila,  
Rien ne connait  d ' a u t r e  mal t re  que vous ..." 



Cet te  p r i e r e ,  t ransmise oralement i t r a v e r s  l e s  Sqes, e t a i t  
formulee par ce  qu'on appe l l e  des paiens. J e  d i s  qu'un paqanisme q u i  
transmet ce  genre de p r i e r e  a  d e j i  quelque chose de  s a i n t .  Mon peuple, 
ayant un sens aiqu de Dieu, a  developpe un sens profond de 1 , ' a u t o r i t e  
sous t o u t e s  s e s  formes. L ' a u t o r i t e  p a t e r n e l l e  e t  airnee e t  respectee .  
Chez nous, La h ie ra rch ie  de l ' a u t o r i t e  e s t  l a  repl ique  exacte de l a  
h ierarchie  des 3qes e t  de  l ' i n i t i a t i o n .  Parexemple, i n j u r i e r  l e s  
parents  c o n s t i t u t e  l a  p lus  grave des of fenses  e t  s ' a v e r e  lourde de 
consequences. 

I1 en va de mSme pour no t re  sens conununautaire. Ce t t e  communiaii 
v i t a l e  e n t r e  f r e r e s ,  une des va leurs  l e s  p lus  p o s i t i v e s  e t  l e s  p l u s  
indispensables de  l a  personnal i te  a f r i c a i n e ,  nous p red i sposa i t  admirable- 
ment i c r e e r  une communaute d'hommes u n i s  dans l'amour universe1 du 
Pare. 

Aux d i s p o s i t i o n s  n a t u r e l l e s  de j6  mentionnees, j ' a j o u t e  no t re  sens 
f o r t  de l a  v i e .  Pour l l A f r i c a i n ,  r ecevo i r ,  t r ansmet t r e ,  sauveqarder,  
e n r i c h i r  l a  v i e  e s t  un devoir  sacre .  D6s l o r s ,  nous e t i o n s  n a t u r e l l e -  
ment disposes i s a i s i r  dans t o u t e  sa  profondeur l e  don i n e f f a b l e  de  l a  
v i e  d iv ine  qu i  nous a  e te  dispense dans,  par  e t  evec l e  Christ-Jesus.  

La v i e  t e r r e s t r e ,  pour nous, e s t  e t r o i t ~ m e n t  l i e e  6 l ' a u d e l i .  Nos 
morts sont v ivan t s  e t  nous r e l i e n t  6 Dieu. Nous avons conscience 
d ' a p p a r t e n i r  6 un monde transcendant .  Notre passage sur t e r r e ,  bien que 
t r e s  important e t  determinant pour l ' a v e n i e r ,  n ' e s t  qu'une preparat ion 
i l ' au -de l i .  

REGENERE PAR LA BONNE NOWELLE 

Toutes ce  va leu r s ,  que j e  viens d'enumerer, cons t i tuh ien t  c o m e  des 
p i e r r e s  d ' a t t e n t e .  En e l l e s - e m e s  d e j i ,  e l l e s  e t a i e n t  une manifes ta t ion  
de  Dieu, n o t r e  Pgre. E l l e s  s ' o f f r a i e n t  c o m e  un a t o u t  na ture1  pour l e  
chr is t ian isme qu i  n ' e s t  pas venue l e s  a b o l i r ,  mais l e s  approfondir en 
l e s  p u r i f i a n t ,  l e s  e levant  e t  l e s  e l a r q i s s a n t .  

Pour l e  comprendre, il f a u t ,  comme ce  f u t  n o t r e  c a s ,  avoi r  vecu l e  
joug des forces  du ma1 enqendrent l a  c r a i n t e  con t inue l l e ,  l e  desespoi r  
meme. Mais 6 p a r t i r  du moment oii l ' o n  admet l a  consanguini te  mervei l leuse 
de  tous  l e s  homes dans l e  C h r i s t ,  6  p a r t i r  du moment oii l ' o n  s e  soumet 
efficacement i s e s  preceptes de c h a r i t e  e t  de j u s t i c e ,  il e s t  evident  
que l e s  cansequences de  tous o rd res  sont  inca lcu lab les .  - Dieu l i b e r e  
du mal. Dieu e s t  PPre. Dieu m'at tend e t  m'appelle dans son Amour. 
Dieu m'associe 2 son oeuvre.. . Voila des r e a l i t e s  capables de c r e e r  
l 'esperance qu i  vainc l a  souff rance ,  l a  peur. 

I1 f a u t  avoi r  entendu une mere p leu re r  son enfant  mort pour s e n t i r  
comment l e  chr is t ian isme l i b e r e .  Bien sfir, chaque mere s e n t  l a  mort 
d 'un  enfant  c m e  une peine a t roce . . .mais  s i ,  par s u r c r o i t ,  e l l e  e s t  
ma l t r a i t ee  parce qu'accusee d e  c e t t e  mort (i cause de t o u t e s  l e s  fo rces  
obscures que l ' o n  c r o i t  p resen tes  en e l l e ) ,  c e t t e  peine devient  in-  
humaine. "Un monde sans Dieu devient  inhumain". 



I1 f a u t  a v o i r  e n t r e v u  l a  s o u f f r a n c e  d ' u n e  f c m e  s t e r i l e  r e j e t e e  
c o m e  r e b u t  u n u i t l e  e t  n e f a s t e ,  et  v o i r ,  p a r  la s u i t e ,  l e  r o u r a g e  l u i  
r e v ~ n i r  p a r  u n e  m f i l l e u r e  comprehens ion  d e  l ' a m o u r  d e  Dieu p o u r  e l l e  
a n s s i ,  n o n o b s t a n t  s a  s t e r i l i t e .  

I1 f a u t  a v o i r  a s s i s t 6  a u x  s e a n c e s  d e  f e t i c h i s m e  oii n c  r g g n e n t  que  
l a  p r u r ,  l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  l a  c r u a u t 6  et l c  d P s e s p o i r ,  p o u r  comprendre  
, e  s a l u t  p a r  un Dicu j u s t e ,  5 q o i  s e u l  a p p a r t i r n n e n t  l a  vengeance  et  
1 P juqement .  

TI f a u t  a v o i r  F'te d mSme dr? c o n s t a t e r  comment l ' a b s e n c r  d e  t o u t  
sen.; d e  c u l p a h 1 l i t 6  f a i t  o b s t a c l e  d La c r o i s s a n c e  e t  B l ' e}>anou i s scmen t  
*lc3 I 'hommr, pqu r  camprendre  l ' immense  b i e n f a i t  q u ' a p p o r t r  L ' E g l i s c  
q r s c e  <i l a  f o r m a t i o n  d c  l a  c o n s c i e n c r . .  . 

J ' n r r E t e  j~ci l ' i . n u m 6 r a t i o n  q u e  j e  p o u r r a i s  p r o l o n g e r .  E n c o r r  u n e  
f o i s ,  !cn mo~:dt, sdnn o i e u  d e v j e n t  inhumain .  Dans c r  monde, l ' a m o u r  e s t  
I-r,mplncP p a r  1 ' P g o i s m r ,  l a  g 6 n 6 r o s i t P  e t  l c  d P s i n t P r r , s s e m e n t  p a r  l e  
c a l c u l ,  l a  p a t i e n c e  e t  La d o u c c u r  p a r  l a  f o r c e  e t  1'3s <armes, ie s o u l a g r -  
m-rlt d e  la  s o u f f r a n c e  p a r  son  h o r r i b l r  r x p l o i t a l  i o n .  L'homme p e r d  s a  
q11a l i tP  d ' h o m m ~  rt  l a  b c t e  r e s u r q i t  s o u s  s c s  aspr,c.ts mlJltlif0rmes. Le 
I l ieu fie l m E v a n q i l r  m e  cornland+- d ' a i m e r  mon p r n c h a i n  e t  d e  p a r d o n n c r  d 
mon ennemi.  C r  mPme D i ~ u  donne  ,In s e n s  d ma s u u f f r a n c e .  

AI1 COlXR DE MON TEMOIGNAGE DE COMBAT POIJK 1,A JTJSTICE - -- .- -- .- - - - - - 

D e p u i s  13 a n s  qli* jc s u i s  i.vr;i{ue, j c  peux  v o u s  d i r e  qur2 j ' a i  pu 
t o u c h e r  du rioiqt. c c s  f r u i t s  d r  1 'Evanq i l r ?  d ~ n s  nlon a r c l i i d i c ~ c P s e ,  et  
rinuvcnt mPme l a  r e a l i t 6  a di.passi. La f i c t i o n .  Me.; 1.ri.s i r i . rp l<?nts  con -  
t a c t s  a v c c  ics p o p u l a t i o n s  de l i l i s s t ' es  d e  l ' i n t e r i c u r  d r  mon i l iocEsc  m c  
m r t t a i e n t  s a n s  c e s s e  f a c e  2 d e s  r 6 a l i t 6 s  c o n t r a i g n a n t e s .  D ' u n e  p a r t ,  
jr d e c o u v r a i s  l r  sorls-dfiveloppement p e r s i s t a n t  q u i  Laissait c r o u p i r  danc, 
la missre d ' immenses  r e g i o n s  a l o r s  q u e ,  d ' a u t r e  p a r t ,  t o u s  lcs P l6men t i  
s i i s c e p t i b 1 . e ~  d e  p r o c u r e r  un b i en -Gt re  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  m e  s e m h l a i e n t  
e x i s t c r .  

Rapidement ,  nous  a v o n s  d6gaqi. l e s  p r i n c i p e s  s u i v a n t s  q u i  a l l a i e n t  
r l even i r  p a r  l a  s u i t e  comme l a  l i g n c  d r  c r l n d u i t e  d c  n o t r e  a c t i o n .  Pour 
une  m e i l l e u r e  comprehens ion  d e  n o t r e  a c t i o n ,  c e r t a i n e s  p r e c i s i o n s  
. s ' imposen t .  N o s  s o c i F ' t e s  a f r i c a i n e s  s o n t  dominees  p a s  uric n o t i o n  d r  l a  
f a m i l l e ,  du c l a n  e t  d e  la t r i b u .  La m e n t a l i t i .  e t  l a  s i t u a t i o n  s o c i a l r  
' 7 1 l i  r n  r e s u l t e n t  s o n t ,  d a n s  un  s e n s ,  t r d s  d i f f e r e l i t e s  d e  c e  q u ' o n  t r o u v e  
r,n &sic ,  en Ameriqae L a t i n e ,  s u  Canade ou e n  Europe .  

Lc p a s s e  n o r ~ s  a  l a i s s i .  un h e r i t a g e  a u x  m u l t i p l e s  v i s a g e s .  ,Te c i t r ,  
Ipar :'xemple, l e  t r a v a j l  manuel  q u ' o n  c o n s i d e r e  c o m e  une  c o r v 6 c  i n d i q n e  
ri'tln E t r e  l i b r e  e t  c i v i l j s e .  D'r,~.i l a  r i 6 c e s s i t 6  d e  c r e e r  unp  n o u v e l l c  
m r n t a l i t P .  une  m e n t a l i t 6  p r o p i c e  au  d6vr loppemen t ,  q u i  s u s c i t v  d e s  
m o t i v a t i o n s  e t  p rovoque  chez  n o s  g e n s  1e d 6 s i r  d e  s o r t i r  d e s  o r n i P r e s  d r  
la  m e n t a l i t i .  t r a d i t i o n n e l l e  r t  coutumi i - re .  L,es amencr d se n c t t r r  all 
s t ' r v i c r  d ' u n e  c o m u n a u t Q  6 l a r g i c  t o u t  f.n 6 t a n t  c o n s c i e n t s  rlu ' a i n s i  i I s 
F i n t  o e u v r e  p l u s  u l ~ i l e  c t  p l u s  e f f i c a c e .  I1 f a u t  d 6 p a s s ~ r  la menta l  i t 6  
s a n s  h o r i z o n  e t  co1li.e i l a  t r r r r  pour  l r s  o u v r i e r  ;lux v a s i r ~ s  n h j c c t i f s  
3 ' u n  d6vcloppement  i n t 6 q r a l .  



I1 f a u t  p a r t i r  " d ' e n  bas" ,  c ' e s t - a d i r e  d r  l a  communaute d e  base 
ou du  groupement  n a t u r e l .  I1 f a u t  c o n c e n t r e r  l ' e f f o r t  s u r  l e s  b e s o i n s  
r e s s e n t i s  de c e t t e  c o l l e c t i v i t e  f o n d a m c n t a l e  t o u t  on r e s p e c t a n t  
l ' i n d i v i d u a l i t g  d e  l a  p e r s o n n a l i t e  d e  chacun.  A i n s i  s e u l e m e n t  p o u r r a  
p r e n d r e  n a i s s a n c e  une  l e n t e  m a i s  s Q r e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  d e  v i e .  

Voyant les  s o u f f r a n c e s  d e  mon p e u p l e ,  c o m e  l ' i s o l e m e n t  q u i  p r i v e  
d e  t o u t  c o n t a c t  a v e c  l e  b i e n - h t r e ,  d e  t o u t  e s p o i r  v e r s  un d e s t i n  m e i l l e u r ,  
comme l ' a b s e n c e  d ' e c o l e s ,  d ' h b p i t a u x ,  d e  manque d e  s o i n s  a u x  e n f a n t s  
m o u r a n t s ,  d ' ahandon  d e s  mPres d e l a i s s e e s ,  e tc  ... Voyant ces c o n d i t i o n s  
i nhumaines ,  j ' a i  mieux compr i s  p o u r q u o i  l e  C h r i s t  e t a i t  s p e c i a l e m e n t  
d l ' e c o u t e  d e  l a  s o u f f r a n c e .  

L'EGLISE DU CHRIST POUR TOUT L'HOMME 

La q l o i r e  d e  D i e u ,  c ' e s t  l e  bonheur d e s  ses e n f a n t s ,  l e  bonheur  
d e  son  p e u p l e .  E t  ce bonheur ,  il l e  v e u t  non seu l emen t  d a n s  l ' a u - d e l i  
od l'homme s ' u n i r a  d L u i  p o u r  t o u t e  l ' P t e r n i t 8 ,  m a i s  m e m e  d a n s  son  
e x i s t e n c e  terrestre.  La P a s t o r a l e  d e  1 ' E q l i s e  du  C h r i s t  d o i t  Otre 
t r P s  o u v e r t e  aux  b e s o i n s  c o n c r e t s  d e  l'homme t e l  q u ' i l  e s t  s o r t i  d e s  
mains  d i v i n e s ,  d s a v o i r  un e t r e  d l a  f o i s  s p i r i t u e l  e t  materiel ,  q u ' i l  
f a u t  " s a u v e r "  pou r  l e  temps e t  pour  l ' e t e r n i t e .  C ' e s t  en a i m a n t  l es  
hommes, en  a i m a n t  t o u t  l 'homme e t  t o u s  l es  h o m e s  q u ' o n  a p p r e n d  i 
aimer Dieu .  

Nous a v o n s  donc  v o u l u  a m e l i o r e r  ces c o n d i t i o n s  d e  v i e ,  m a i s  d a n s  
la p e r s p e c t i v e  d ' u n e  p a s t o r l a e  d ' e n s e m b l e  od 1 'Pconomique e t  l e  s o c i a l  
s ' i n t e g r e q r a i e n t  a i s P m e n t .  

Nous a v o n s  v o u l u  l e  f a i r e  p a r  n o s  p r o p r e s  f o r c e s  en v a l o r i s a n t  l es  
p o t e n t i a l i t e s  en  hommes e t  en  mater ie l ,  en  c r e a n t  une  n o u v e l l e  m e n t a l i t 6  
pou r  d e p a s s e r  une  economie d e  s u b s i s t a n c e  e t  r e p l i e e  s u r  soi .  P o u r  
d e p a s s e r  un a t t e n t i s m e  p a r a l y s a n t  e t  une  a p a t h i e  e n g e n d r a n t  p l u s  d e  mor t  
q u e  d c  v i e .  Nous avons  e s s a y 6  d e  p rovoque r  une  p r i s e  d e  c o n s c i e n c e  d c  
l a  s i t u a t i o n  e t  d e s  p n s s i b i l i t 6 s ,  un P v e i l  d e s  f o r c e s  e n d o r m i e s ,  un 
d k l e n c h e m e n t  d e s  e n e r g i e s  i n s o u p ~ o n n 6 e s .  

V o i c i  un temoignaqe  i . m p o r t a n t e t v i . r i d i q u e ,  s o l i d e  comme l e  r o c :  
1 ' E v a n g B l i s a t i o n  es t  d l a  b a s e  d e  c e t t e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  C ' e s t  d p a r t i r  
-1c Dieu e t  d e  son  message  que ce miracle d e  developpement  i n t e g r a l  a pu 
sr m a n i f e s t e r  c h e z  nous .  En 10 a n s ,  v o i c i  nos  r e a l i s a t i o n s :  300 c e n t r e s  
P a s t o r a u x  d~  Developpement  I n t e g r a l ,  v e r i t a b l e s  p a r o i s s e s  e n  m i n i a t u r e .  
En 10 a n s ,  150 p e t i t e s  e t  g r a n d e s  P g l i s e s  c o n s t r u i t e s ,  30 C c o l e s ,  
15 d i s p e n s a i r e s  ou C e n t r e s  d r  s a n t 6 ,  a l l i a n t  l a  medec ine  c u r a t i v e  d l a  
medecine p r e v e n t i v e .  S a n s  compter  u n e  q u a r a n t a i n e  d e  p o n t s  q u i  o n t  
enormement c o n t r i b u e  d r P s o u d r e  l e s  s i t u a t i o n s  d ' i s o l e m e n t .  

Dans un p a y s  i n d u s t r i a l i s t ?  cela p e u t  p a r a i t r e  a s s e z  no rma l ,  r i m  
d e  v c r t i q i n e u x .  Main d a n s  un p a y s  p a u v r e ,  m a 1  i .quip6,  d m e n t a l i t 6  a- 
Fconomiquc,  jc v o u s  a s s u r e  qrle c a l a  t i e n t  du  rniraclc. Mais  il i m p o r t c  
d e  b i c n  comprendre  l e  c a d r e  d e  crs r e a l i s a t i o n s .  JF v a i s  vous en  
d 6 c r i r e  p r o c e s s u s  h a b i t u e 1  h r i g v e m e n t .  



J e  pa s se  dans  une r eg ion  determinee.  Lors de  mon passage ,  les 
d i f f e r e n t s  v i l l a g e s  se c o n c e r t e n t  pour demander l e u r  Cen t r e .  11s 
en expriment l e  d e s i r ,  s o i t  d  un d e  Membres du Comite pour l e  Develop- 
ment e t  l a  Promotion humaine q u i  nous l e  s i g n a l e ,  s o i t  S un mi s s ionna i r e ,  
s o i t ,  l e  p l u s  souvent ,  d i rec tement  d  moimEme. Ne vous e tonnez pas .  L e  
premier  beso in  r e s s e n t i  chez mon peuple ,  c 'es t  l e  besoin d ' une  maison 
d e  Dieu. Je vous a i  d i t  que nous sommes un peuple  profondement r e l i g i e u x .  
C ' e s t  le  premier  beso in  r e s s e n t i  devant  l ' a u t o r i t e  r e l i g i e u s e .  Avant d e  
penser  1 1 6 c o l e ,  au d i s p e n s a i r e ,  d  quo i  que c e  s o i t :  "Monseigneur, 
n o t r e  e g l i s e  ... nous p r i o n s  Dieu sous  un a rb r e . . . " .  

A c e  moment, nous dec idons  de donner s u i t e  d  l e u r  a s p i r a t i o n .  Pour 
l a  r e a l i s e r  rapidement ,  nous l e s  i n v i t o n s  d  creer un comite  l o c a l e ,  
a u s s i  r e p r e s e n t a t i f  que p o s s i b l e ;  nous l e u r  suggerons d e  r e p a r t i r  l e s  
t z c h e s  pour une c o n t r i b u t i o n  p l u s  p o s i t i v e  e t  p l u s  e f f i c a c e .  c ' e s t  
r e l a t i vemen t  f a c i l e  c a r  c ' e s t  c o n c r e t :  il f a u t q u ' i l s f a s s e n t  d e s  b r i q u e s ,  
cherchen t  les moel lons ,  l e  s a b l e ,  l e  g r a v i e r ,  l e  h i s ;  q u ' i l s  r e p a r e n t  
eventuel lement  p o n t s  e t  r o u t e s ,  q u ' i l s  f o u r n i s s e n t  l a  m a i n d ' o e u v r e  
s u b a l t e r n e  ... e t c .  

Choses q u ' i l s  son t  t o u s  c apab l e s  d e  f o u r n i r  pour prouver  l e u r  
a r d e n t  d e s i r .  C e t t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  d o i t  s e  f a i r e  dans  un e s p r i t  vra iment  
communautaire e t  dans  un s o u c i  du b i en  commun. E t  les p r e p a r a t i f s  
commencent. L ' o r g a n i s a t i o n  est f a i t e  sous  l ' a u t o r i t e  du chef d e  v i l l a g e ,  
q u i  c o n t r i b u e  a i n s i  lui-meme, t r e s  pos i t i vemen t ,  au re levement  d e  s a  
o n .  J e  m'impose d ' e t r e  l d  aux moments c ruc i aux  d e  l a  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
Ains i  l ' e g l i s e  s o r t  du s o 1 , s e  d r e s s e  peu 6 peu, s 'achPve au grand 
Ptonnement e t  d  l a  s a t i s f a c t i o n  d e s  gens  euxm5mes. Apres l ' e g l i s e  on 
pensera  d  l ' P c o l e ,  au d i s p e n s a i r e ,  au pont s i  n e c e s s a i r e .  Tout un Cen t r e  
n a i t ,  nous l ' a p p e l o n s  'Cen t r e  P a s t o r a l  d e  Developpement", c a r ,  en 
g e n e r a l ,  l e  Catechis te-Mulami en tou re  d e  son Comite dev i en t  l e  m e i l l e u r  
animateur  e t  coo rd ina t eu r  e t  c ' e s t  de  la  q u ' i l  condui ra  l a  communaute 
ch r e t i enne .  

E t  p e t i t  d  p e t i t ,  l a  r e a l i t 6  d h o n t r e  c e  que veu t  d i r e :  penser  
aux a u t r e s ,  v a i n c r e  l 'ego'isme personne l  ou c o l l e c t i f ,  r e j t e r  l a  j a l o u s i e  
e t  l a  ha ine ,  t r a v a i l l e r  pour un b i en  commun. Avec une animat ion e t  
mot iva t ion  s u f f i s a n t e s ,  pu i s ee s  t o u j o u r s  dans  1 'Evangi le .  l e  peuple  
pa s se  d ' une  m e n t a l i t e  a4conomique 2  un e v e i l ,  2 un d e s i r  commun d ' un  
developpement i n t w r a l .  

Vous voyez comment l e  developpement. provoque e t  soutenu p a r  l a  
c h r i s t i a n i s a t i o n  au then t i que ,  sou l i gne  l a  d i g n i t 6  d e  l'homme, l ' i n v i t e  
i se depas se r ,  d  f a i r e  un t r a v a i l  pour l e  b ien  commun, a  r g o r i e n t e r  ou 
6 v a i n c r e  l e s  o b s t a c l e s  con tenus  dans  c e r t a i n e s  coutumes a n c e s t r a l e s ,  
e n f i n  d  a t t e i n d r e  l a  d i g n i t 6  d ' e n f a n t s  d e  Dieu. 

P e r m e t t e z m o i  d e  t e rmine r  c e t t e  communication p a r  un appe l ,  q u i  
s ' a d r e s s e  p l u s  d i rec temont  a V o u s e n t a n t  que r e sponsab l e s  vou6s d  l a  
Mission.  



Ne nous l a i s s e z  p a s  s e u l s  dans  c e  combat s o u s  p r e t e x t e  que c ' e s t  
l ' h e u r e  d e  l a  re lSve .  Bien sGr, c ' e s t  nous ,  l e s  A f r i c a i n s  q u i  devons 
mener l a  l u t t e  en Afr ique.  

Mais devant  l a  complexit6 d e s  problPmes de nos  s o c i e t e s  en c r i s e ,  
devan t  l e s  dimensions Bnormes du t e r r a i n  d e  combat-en mi l i eu  r u r a l  c o m e  
en mi l i eu  urban - nous avons grandement beso in  d e  l ' a p p e r t  d e  l ' expe -  
r i e n c e  e t  d e  l ' i n s p i r a t i o n  d e  l a  f o i  d e  c h r e t i e n s  Venus d ' a i l l e u r s .  

Nous avons besoin d e  p l u s  d e  p r e t r e s  pour l ' an ima t ion  d e  t o u t e s  
c e s  conununaut6s v i v a n t e s  e t  s u r t o u t  pour l a  format ion d e  nos an imateurs  
e t  responsablesdecomunaut6s  e t  de  nos  f u t u r s  p r e t r e s .  

Enr ich i ssez-nous  en p a r t a g e a n t  avec nous a u s s i  b ien les f a i b l e s s e s  
e t  l e s  ambigu'it6s que l e s  j o i e s  e t  l e s  f o r c e s  d e  n o t r e  E g l i s e  au  Za'ire. 

Apportez-nous l a  complementar i te  de  v o t r e  approche,  d e  v o t r e  f a ~ o n  
de comprendre e t  d e  v i v r e  l ' e v a n g i l e .  E t  vous en s e r e z  e n r i c h i s  2 
v o t r e  t o u r .  

J e  s u i s  un s imple  Pas t eu r  d e  l a  l i b e r a t i o n  q u i  nous v i e n t  d e  
l ' e v a n g i l e  d e  J e sus -Chr i s t .  J 'embauche donc d e s  e c l a i r e u r s  pour 
decouv r i r ,  avec  nous t o u j o u r s ,  de  nouveaux "Chemins d e  l i b e r a t i o n " .  
J e  vous remercie .  

- end - 
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J E T I C E  AND EVANGELISATION: REFLECTIONS ON THE 

SHARED EXPERIENCES: PN ECCNCNICS VIEWPOINT 

Michael S c h u l t h e i s ,  SJ. 

(Le P. Schultheis  rappelle tou t  d'abord que Mgr. Rornero fu t  
assassin6 i l  y o  tou t  jus te  cinq m.s, aujourd'hui. Ce fu t  certainement 
la  profonde in t6grat ion de sa fo i  e t  de son a c t i v i t 6  duns sa v i e  e t  duns 
son enseignement, qui  l e  m&2rent vers la rnort. 

1 2  r 6 f l 6 c h i t  ensui te  sur l e s  quatre aspects  contenporains de 
l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  t e l s  q u ' i l s  ressor tent  du partage d'expiriences du S6rni- 
naire, en l e s  s i tuant  duns l e  contexte de l 'dvolut ion du rnonde d'ayiourd' 
liui e t  d m s  l e  sche'ma du rnonde ci venir.  

La l u t t e  pour l e  contr6le des ressources iconorniques e t  des 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  par 2 'Ouest, 2 'Est  ou l e  Tiers-Monde, e s t  2 son niveau l e  
plus profond, une l u t t e  re l ig ieuse  e t  c u l t u r e l l e  dont l ' en jeu  sont l e s  
syrnboles e t  l e s  rnythes sous-jocents qui  pro f i l en t  l e  monde en t r a i n  de 
se fa i re .  

I 1  examine l e  r 6 l e  de l 'EgZise,oinsi c e l u i  des pauvres qui  nous 
l m c e n t  un d 6 f i  en foveur d'une fo i  vivonte,  nous engageant duns 
2 'ac t ion.  N .  D. L. R. I 

Michael Schcl theis  i s  Assistant  Director of tilc Jesu i t  Refugee 
Service, Rome. 

INTRODUCTION 

1.  The S e t t i n g :  Today i s  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  s p r i n g ,  and even 
t h e  snow f l u r r i e s  c a r r y  s i g n s  of new l i f e  h e r e  a t  

C a v a l l e t t i .  I t  is a l s o  t h e  P e r s i a n  New Year,  and w e  remember peop le  i n  
t h e  t r o u b l e d  l a n d s  of I r a n  and I r a q .  

We might d e d i c a t e  today t o  t h e  memory of Archbishop Romero, who 
was k i l l e d  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  week. H i s  l i f e ,  h i s  p reach ing  of t h e  
WORD, was a profound i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  f a i t h  and a c t i o n ,  of a n a l y s i s  and 
t h e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n .  H i s  peop le  l e d  him, even a s  he l e d  them, i n t o  
a new v i s i o n  of God's love ,  human d i g n i t y  and community. 

L a s t  December I v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  camps f o r  r e f u g e e s  and " d i s p l a c a d o s "  
i n  C e n t r a l  America. Everywhere t h e  peop le  d i s p l a y e d  p i c t u r e s  of Arch- 
b i shop  Romero, o f t e n  w i t h  d e v o t i o n a l  c a n d l e s  burn ing .  One evening i n  a 
camp of abou t  10 ,000  Salvadoran r e f u g e e s  i n  Honduras, a g roup  of women, 



"10s madres", shared  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  - almost  everyone had l o s t  a  husband 
and/or  o t h e r  members o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  They spoke wi th  l o v e  of Arch- 
bishop Romero: t h e  memory of h i s  l i f e  and h i s  weekly homi l i e s ,  broad- 
c a s t  a c r o s s  t h e  coun t ry ,  con t i nue  t o  nou r i sh  and s u s t a i n  them. He had 
helped them t o  d i s cove r  t h e i r  pe rsona l  worth and d i g n i t y  - " t o  s ee  t h e  
mountain", i n  Mart in  Luther King 's  words - and f o r  them t h e r e  was no 
qoinq back. I n  a  s p e c i a l  way he is a  model of j u s t i c e  and evange l i z -  
a t i o n  f o r  our  day. ( I  recommend t h e  biography of Archbishop Romero 
by Jim Brockman (Orb i s  P r e s s )  ) .  

2 .  Tur Task Today: Our t a s k  today i s  twofo ld :  f i r s t ,  t o  r e f l e c t  on 
t h e  exper iences  which we l i s t e n e d  t o  and d i s cus sed  

ye s t e rday ;  and second,  t o  begin t o  ana lyze  and e v a l u a t e  t h o s e  exper ien-  
c e s .  What q u e s t i o n s  do  t hey  r a i s e  about  s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e ,  about  
economic and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  

Here t o o  w e  no t ? ,  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  i n d i c a t e d ,  
t h a t  t h e  poor o f t e n  have analyzed t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  a c c u r a t e l y  and under-  
s t a n d  f a r  b e t t e r  than  we t h e  f o r c e s  of oppress ion .  But t h e y  l a c k  power 
and c a l l  u s  t o  bond wi th  them i n  a  common s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e .  Again 
I r e c a l l  t h e  "madres," who asked t h a t  we work t o  change US p o l i c i e s  
in  C e n t r a l  America, s o  t h a t  t h e y  might go  home aga in .  

I w i l l  fo l low i n  a  g e n e r a l  way t h e  methodology o f  t h e  " p a s t o r a l  
s p i r a l " ,  which t h o s e  of you wliu a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  Holland and H e n r i o t ' s  
book, S o c i a l  Ana ly s i s :  Linking F a i t h  and J u s t i c e  (Orb i s  P r e s s ,  1983 ) .  
w i l l  r ecognize .  I w i l l p a l s o  draw on o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of H o l l a n d ' s  work 
i n  some o f  t h e s e  r e f l e c t i o n s .  

B. WHAT IS  GOING ON I N  OUR WORLD? 
A SOCIAL<ULTURAL ANALYSIS -~ 

1 .  The Exper ience of t h e  Poor:  Yesterday w e  en t e r ed  i n t o  f o u r  worlds  of 
t h e  poor ,  admi t t ed ly  a s  po r t r ayed  by 

persons  who have sha r ed  t h o s e  worlds r a t h e r  t han  by t h e  poor themselves .  
Those expe r i ence s  touched on f o u r  contemporary f a c e s  of e x p l o i t a t i o n :  

1) i n  t h e  s t a t e  of North Ca ro l i na  (USA), a  c o n t r a c t  labour  system en-  
s l a v e s  farm workers t o  produce f r e s h  vege t ab l e s  t o  urban consumers; 

2 )  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  B r a z i l ,  r u r a l  people  a r e  f o r ced  i n t o  urban slums 
because commercial i n t e r e s t s ,  o f t e n  wi th  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  fund ing ,  a r e  
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  t h e i r  l a n d s  f o r  expo r t  c rops  and/or minera l  weal th;  

3 )  i n  I n d i a ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  people  a r e  l e f t  behind i n  a  develop- 
ment p roce s s  which focuse s  on accumulat ion with  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
of t h e  impact on communities; and 

4 )  i n  A f r i c a ,  e n t i r e  communities a r e  caught  up i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between 
t r a d i t i o n a l  and western c u l t u r e s  and i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  overcome 
degrading pove r ty  and t o  c r e a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  a  new s o c i e t y .  

These expe r i ence s  genera ted  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  old/new systems o f  
e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  about  power lessness ,  abou t  t h e  f o r c e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  of 
i n j u s t i c e  and oppress ion .  They a l s o  involved moments of hope. In 



Bishop Bakole wa I l u n g a ' s  words, t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  poor  w i t n e s s  
t o  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a new world and t o  t h e  fo rmat ion  of a r t i s a n s  who a r e  
t h e  founda t ion  s t o n e s  of new v a l u e s .  

2 .  The Poor a s  "Signs  of t h e  Times": Our world i s  a complex of many 
r e a l i t i e s ,  bu t  we unders tand  i n  

f a i t h  t h a t  i n  a s p e c i a l  manner God is p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  of t h e  
poor ,  wi th  t h o s e  who s u f f e r .  J e s u s  s a i d :  "What you d o  t o  t h e  poor ,  t h e  
s i c k ,  t h e  hungry and t h e  imprisoned,  you d o  t o  me". L e t  u s  look a t  
some o t h e r  f a c e s  of t h e  poor  i n  o u r  complex world today :  

- t h e  r e f u g e e s ,  now f a r  exceeding 15 m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  
world ,  i f  t h e  "d i sp laced"  a r e  i n c l u d e d ;  

- t h e  hungry and s t a r v i n g  m i l l i o n s  i n  A f r i c a ;  
- t h e  growing numbers of homeless; 
- t h e  more t h a n  30 m i l l i o n  unemployed i n  western  Europe; 
- t h e  35 m i l l i o n  poor i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ;  
- t h e  a n x i e t y ,  t h e  f e a r ,  t h e  b a t t e r e d  wives and c h i l d r e n ,  

t h e  s u i c i d e s .  

I f  God i s  p r e s e n t  i n  a s p e c i a l  manner i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  
poor ,  t h e n  we look t o  t h e  poor f o r  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  h i s t o r y .  Without 
r o m a n t i c i z i n g  t h e  p o o r ,  w e  look t o  them f o r  God 's  v o i c e  i n  r e f l e c t i n g  
and c o n d e m n i n g t h e i n j u s t i c e s  o f  o u r  modern world.  They a r e  t h e  " e a r l y  
warning system", which t e l l s  u s  t h a t  something i s  wrong i n  t h e  world 
t o d a y .  The poor a r e  p a r t  of " t h e  s i g n s  of t h e  t i m e s " ,  which J e s u s  and 
t h e  Second Vat ican  Counci l  urged u s  t o  r e a d  f o r  God 's  p r e s e n c e  and Word 
i n  h i s t o r y .  

And what do t h e  poor  t e l l  us?  A r e  t h e y  s imply random occurences  
o r  a r e  t h e y  s i g n s  o f  fundmental  d i s o r d e r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  world sys tems? 
Observers  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  r esponse  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  but  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  
t h e  poor a r e  t e l l i n g  u s  f o r c e f u l l y  t h a t  t h e  world i s  i n  c r i s i s .  They 
a r e  s i g n s  which p o i n t  t o  d i s o r d e r s  of such magnitude t h a t  t h e  world can  
o n l y  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  i n  c r i s i s ,  i . e . ,  a  moment of g r e a t  t r a n s i t i o n .  

3 .  A World i n  C r i s i s  

a )  The end o f  a s t o r y :  I f  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is c o r r e c t ,  w e  might  look 
a t  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of it f o r  a more c a r e f u l  

a n a l y s i s .  And h e r e  w e  t u r n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  t o  a s s i s t  u s  i n  t h a t  
a n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n .  Soc io logy ,  economics, p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  
psychology, demography, anthopology,  h i s t o r y  - i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e y  a r e  
s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  o l d  paradigm, t h e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  o r  r o o t  metaphor on which 
t h e  modern world i s  b u i l t ,  i s  u n l e a s h i n g  d e s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e s .  

The paradigm of t h e  modern i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  machine, has  
q e n e r a t e d  tremendous e n e r g i e s ,  bu t  today t h e  paradigm i t s e l f  i s  t u r n i n g  
t h e  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  human s p i r i t  a g a i n s t  humankind. T h i s  i s  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  a c c e l e r a t e d  arms r a c e ,  i n  t h e  d i v e r s i o n  of p r o d u c t i v e  
r r s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  widespread hunger and p o v e r t y ,  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t -  
ion of t h e  environment.  I t  is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f a t a l i s m  and d e s p a i r  s o  
p r e v a l e n t  i n  many societies. 



The p r e s e n t  cr is is  touches  eve ry  a s p e c t  of human l i f e  i n  "modern" 
i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s :  t h e  eco logy ,  t h e  economy, t h e  p o l i t y  and t h e  
c u l t u r e .  The a n a l y s i s  of t h e  c a u s e s  must look t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  world and how t h a t  m r l d  unders tands  i t s e l f .  What is i ts 
s t o r y  of o r i g i n s ,  of v a l u e s  and meaning, of t h e  p roper  r e l a t i o n s  of 
humankind t o  t h e  e a r t h ,  which g e n e r a t e s  human l i f e ,  and of t h e  in -  
d i v i d u a l  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  human and t o t a l  l i f e  community? 

T h i s  " s t o r y "  may a l s o  be termed t h e  founda t i ona l  o r  " r o o t "  metaphor 
of a  community o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

The founda t i ona l  metaphor of t h e  modern 
i n d u s t r i a l  world i s  roo t ed  i n  t h e  Enlightenment,  which enthroned s c i e n c e  
and d e f i n e d  r e a l i t y  a s  t h e  measurable.  The p r i n c i p l e s  of Newtonian 
phys i c s  were a p p l i e d  t o  human s o c i e t y .  J u s t  a s  t h e  atom was t h e  b a s i c  
element of ma t t e r ,  s o  t h e  i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  was t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  o f  
s o c i e t y .  I n  t h i s  mechanis t i c  model, communities a s  b a s i c  u n i t s  i n  which 
persons  f i n d  l i f e  and meaning have no importance.  S o c i e t y  is  viewed 
a s  a  machine, and i n d i v i d u a l s  become a s  s o  many cogs  i n  t h e  machine. 
Economics and p o l i t i c s  i n  t h i s  mechan i s t i c  model became t h e  s t u d y  of 
i n d i v j d u a l s  i n  c o n f l i c t ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  marke tp lace  o r  i n  t h e  body 
p o l i t i c .  

Marx analyzed t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  mechan i s t i c  paradigm a s  
it developed w i th in  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  and became d ivorced  from t h e  
l a r g e r  s o c i a l  ma t r i x .  H i s  f o l l ower s  sought  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  con t r a -  
d i c t i o n s  by absorb ing  t h e  i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  of 
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  communistic s t a t e .  What should be noted he r e  i s  t h a t  
bo th  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  and i n d u s t r i a l  communism deve lop  from t h e  
same sou rce ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  Enlightenment and a  
mechanis t i c  model of s o c i e t y .  

Both i n d u s t r i a l  c a p t i a l i s m  and i n d u s t r i a l  communism a r e  d e s t r u c t i v e  
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  community. Both view t h e  economy a s  a  machine, 
wi th  " e f f i c i e n c y "  a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  good. Both look on t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  
means o f  p u b l i c  o r d e r  and c o n t r o l ,  and t hey  emphasize e f f i c i e n c y  and 
s t a b i l i t y .  Both m a r g i n a l i z e  and d i smi s s  r e l i g i o n  a s  n o n - s c i e n t i f i c  and 
r e l e g a t e  it t o  t h e  u n r e a l  w r l d  of myth and symbol. Both s e c u l a r i z e  
r e l i g i o n  and manipua l te  t h e  symbols o f  r e l i g o n  f o r  t h e i r  own ends .  

b) The p r e s e n t  c r i s i s :  in terdependency wi thout  mu tua l i t y :  I f  t h e  r o o t s  - 
o f  t h e  modern ~ ~ 

crisis l i e  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i s m  and r a t i o n a l i s m  which developed du r ing  t h e  
pe r i od  of t h e  Enl ightenment ,  why has  t h e  c r i s i s  emerged a t  t h i s  moment? 
The reason ,  I b e l i e v e ,  is t h a t  t h e  world has  become an i n t e rdependen t  
and u n i t a r y  system i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  pe r i od .  W e  s e e  t h i s  i n  t h e  new forms 
of in terdependency i n  f ou r  a r e a s :  

1 )  ecology:  t h e  p l a n e t  e a r t h  i s  bound t o g e t h e r  i n  a  s i n g l e  envirnn-  
mental  system. Although t h i s  was always s o ,  t h e  s tudy  of t h e  
environment and t h e  accumulat ion o f  p o l l u t a n t s  i n  r i v e r s  and l a k e s  
and t h e  atmosphere have brought  an  awareness  of t h e  u n i t y  and i n t e r -  
dependent n a t u r e  of t h e  p l a n e t .  

2 )  t e chno log i e s  of communication and t r a n s p o r t :  developments i n  micro- 
e l e c t r o n i c  and s a t e l l i t e  t e chno log i e s  bind t h e  world t o g e t h e r  i n  an 



i n t eg ra ted  communications network, which makes it poss ib le  t o  be 
i n  simultaneous contac t  with almost every a rea  of t h e  p lane t ;  and 

3 )  economy: new forms of economic organizat ion a r e  developing a s  a  
r e s u l t  of the  technologies of communication and t r anspor t a t ion .  A 

g loba l  economy i s  emerging i n  which production, markets, and t h e  
"d iv is ion  of labour" a r e  becoming in teg ra ted  on a  g loba l  bas i s .  
The moving fo rces  a r e  technology and c a p i t a l .  

In the  p o l i t i c a l  a rea ,  new forms of g lobal  interdependency a l s o  
e x i s t ,  but these  have not p a r a l l e l e d  developments in  the  ecology, com- 
munications and economy. Ins tead  of interdependency based on mutual i ty,  
t he  superpowers have promoted a  resurgence of nat ional ism around t h e  
east-west a x i s  and c o n f l i c t  of ideologies.  Both t h e  USA and the  USSR 
have blocked t h e  development of t h e  United Nations i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  
e f f e c t i v e  instruments t o  address t h e  g loba l  common good. 

c )  An h i s t o r i c a l  d ig res s ion :  A br ie f  h i s t o r i c a l  d igress ion  may i l lumin- 
a t e  t h i s  po in t .  In t h e  c los ing  years  of 

the  Second World War, t h e  major na t ions  of the  western a l l i a n c e  gathered 
a t  Bretton Woods (1944) t o  c h a r t  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  market system based 
on four guiding p r i n c i p l e s :  

i. an open and " f a i r "  t r ad ing  system; 
ii. f r e e  movement of c a p i t a l  and technology; 

iii. access  t o  r e l a t i v e l y  unlimited suppl ies  of na tu ra l  resources;  
i v .  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  support and expand t h i s  economic system, i . e . ,  

t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Monetary Fund (IMF) t o  f inance  shor t  term t r a d e  
imbalances and The In te rna t iona l  BankforReconstruct ion and Develop- 
ment (World Bank) t o  f inance longer term development programs. The 
v i a b i l i t y  of t h e  system was ensured by t h e  s t r eng th  of t h e  U.S. 
economy and by m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e s .  

The Sovie t  Union had i t s  own v i s ion  of the  postwar economic and 
p o l i t i c a l  order .  I t  attempted t o  implement t h i s  i n  Eastern Europe and 
in  o the r  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s ,  which had s p e c i a l  t rad ing  arrangements and 
m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e s  with t h e  USSR. 

Challenge t o  these  competing world systems emerged quickly in  the  
postwar period.  Beginning i n  the  1950s, t h e  "new" coun t r i e s  of t h e  
" t h i r d  world" sought p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  and a  voice which would be in-  
dependent from or  "non aligned' '  t o  e i t h e r  e a s t  or  west. Within t h e  
United Nations they sought t o  nego t i a t e  economic and p o l i t i c a l  changes 
in  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic system - i n  t h e  ownership and con t ro l  of 
t h e i r  resources ,  i n  the  s t r u c t u r e s  of production and markets,  i n  access  
t o  f i n a n c i a l  resources f o r  development purposes, and in  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
in  the  major i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

To t h e  chal lenges by t h e  poor, t h e  " a r c h i t e c t s "  of the  system 
responded i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  t h e i r  quest ions were p o l i t i c a l  and ideologica l  
r a t h e r  than economic and r a t i o n a l .  A s  t h e  chal lenges p e r s i s t e d  and 
became more persuasive,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  began an ideologica l  onslaught,  
o f t en  c a r r i e d  ou t  by m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  on t h e  poor. The i n d u s t r i a l  
c a p i t a l i s t s  have moved aga ins t  working people by a t t ack ing  unions and 
a g a i n s t  peoples '  movements and communities. The i n d u s t r i a l  communists 



have a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h e i r  working people  and o t h e r  peop l e s '  movements 
which have sought  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s .  I n  bo th  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  a t t a c k s  have 
b o l s t e r e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l i s t  
i n t e r e s t s  wi th in  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  system. I n  e f f e c t  bo th  t h e  
cha l l enges  and t h e  r e a c t i o n s  have scrvcd t o  f ocus  on t h o s e  f e a t u r e s  of 
t h e  world system t h a t  man i f e s t  t h e  p r e s e n t  crisis.  

C .  THE SHAPE OF THE COMING PERIOD 

1 .  The Role of t h e  Poor:  The g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  world system, -- - 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s  t o  s e r v e  
t h e  needs  of i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s o c i e t i e s ,  i s  t h e  poor.  The f a c e s  o f  t h e  
poor and s u f f e r i n g  cha l l enge  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. T h e i r  v o i c e s  c a l l  u s  t o  r e -  
examine t h e  p remises  on which t h e  modern world is based. They p o i n t  t o  
t h e  dehumanizing f e a t u r e s  o f  a mechan i s t i c  s o c i e t y .  I n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l -  
is t  s o c i e t i e s  look on i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  s o  many cogs i n  a  machine, t o  be 
manipulated by co rpo ra t i ons  i n  terms of t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  c a p i t a l .  
I n d u s t r i a l  communist s o c i e t i e s  look  on i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  components of t h e  
c o l l e c t i v i s t  s t a t e .  I n  bo th  systems t h e  s t a t e  is tu rned  a g a i n s t  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  community. 

T h i s  f a r  t oo  b r i e f  a n a l y s i s  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  
shape o f  t h e  new world t h a t  i s  emerging. I n  b i b l i c a l  terms t h e  s t r u g g l e  
is a g a i n s t  " p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  and powers".  A t  t h e  d e e p e s t  l e v e l  it is more 
than  a s t r u g q l e  f o r  c o n t r o l  over  economic and p o l i t i c a l  r e sou rce s  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  i t  is a  r e l i g i o u s  and c u l t u r a l  s t r u g g l e  ove r  t h e  under- 
l y i n g  v a l u e s  and t h e  con t en t  of t h e  symbols and mythologics  which nou r i sh  
and shape t h e  world t h a t  is emerging. 

The f o r c e s  of t h e  r i g h t  recognize  t h i s ,  even a s  H i t l e r  and Nazi 
Germany unders tood t h e  c r l t i c a l  importance of c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  propaganda 
machines which shaped t h e  c u l t u r a l  va lue s  of a  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Mr.Reagan and t h e  moral m a j o r i t y  e x h i b i t  a  keen awareness 
of t h i s .  Thus t hey  promote an arms r a c e  t o  d e s t r o y  e v i l  and t o  enhance 
freedom; they  d e s t r o y  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  n e t  f o r  t h e  poor t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
family  and promote r e l i g o u s  va lue s .  

2 .  The Role  o f  t h e  Church: Redef ining Community. The Church, i n s o f a r  
a s  it s t ands  with  t h e  

poor ,  has  jo ined  i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e .  It r ecogn i ze s  t h a t  a  new community 
is be ing  def ined .  The " p r e f e r e n t i a l  bu t  n o t  e x c l u s i v e  op t i on  f o r  t h e  
poor"  i s  r e d e f i n i n g  neighbour i n  t h e  Good Samari tan s ense  i n  t e rms  o f  
t h e  world community. Who is my n e i g h b u r ?  My neighbour i s  anyone who 
i n  h e r / h i s  nccd has  a  c la im on m e .  I n  t h i s  age of i n s t an t aneous  g l o b a l  
communication, my n e i g h b u r  i s  t h e  hungry person i n  E th iop i a  and t h e  d i s -  
p laced  f a m i l y i n E l  Salvador  every b i t  a s  much a s  t h e  person who l i v e s  
on my block o r  i n  my p a r i s h .  

Moreover, a s  we begin t o  unders tand  b e t t e r  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
in te rdependenc ies  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  economy we recognize  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  



of  t h e  s t r onge r  n a t i o n s ,  under taken t o  promote t h e  pe r ce ived  i n t e r e s t s  
of n a t i o n a l  groups and t h e  n a t i o n a l  good, o f t e n  harm t h e  poor. 

The poor communities whose r e a l i t i e s  we exper ienced i n  a  p a r t i a l  
manner ye s t e rday  p o i n t  t o  t h e s e  in te rdependenc ies .  These poor c a l l  u s  
t o  examine t h e  under ly ing  premises  of our  c u l t u r e s ,  which a r e  given 
express ion  i n  t h e  dominant economic and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The 
poor cha l l enge  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p o i n t  t o  t h e  bankruptcy of t h e  
s o l u t i o n s  o f f e r e d  by bo th  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  - i nd iv idua l i sm  c u t  o f f  
from community - and i n d u s t r i a l  communism - t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and community 
submerged w i th in  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i s t  s t a t e .  

3 .  C a r r i e r s  of a  New Vis ion :  Where t hen  is  t h e  sou rce  of a  new Vision 
of community and t h e  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g i e s  

t o  i n c a r n a t e  t h a t  v i s i o n ?  I f  God i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  poor ,  then  w e  t u r n  
t o  t h e  poor f o r  t h e  sou rce  of t h e  c r e a t i v e  d i v i n e  e n e r g i e s  f o r  t h i s  new 
age.  The Church of t h e  poor w i l l  be c r i t i c a l  i n  shaping t h e  c u l t u r a l  
and r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  and symbols of t h i s  coming age.  

Thus t h e  r e fugees  c a l l  u s  t o  new forms of s o l i d a r i t y  t h a t  c u t  
a c r o s s  n a t i o n a l  borders  and t h e  n a t i o n  s t a t e .  The s ea r ch  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
s e c u r i t y  t h a t  f u e l s  t h e  arms r a c e  and promotes n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  s t a t e s  
p o i n t s  t o  t h e  need f o r  g l o b a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which w i l l  promote t h e  
g l o b a l  common good. 

The unemployed and t h e  homeless c a l l  u s  t o  new forms of o rgan i z -  
a t i o n  o f  t h e  economy i n  which communities c o n t r o l  c a p i t a l  and u t i l i z e  
it and o t h e r  r e sou rce s  For t h e  needs of t h e  community. Eco log ica l  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c a l l s  us  t o  a new r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  e a r t h  and a  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of our  common tonding wi th  t h e  e a r t h .  Unbridled i nd iv idua l i sm  and t h e  
power o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  s t a t e  c a l l  u s  back t o  an  emphasis on t h e  
community i t s e l f ,  a s  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  human l i f e  and t h e  ambience i n  which 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  becomes wholly a  person.  

D. CONCLUSION: JUSTICE AND EVANGELIZATION 

The poor t h e n  cha l lenge  u s  t o  a  " l i v i n g  f a i t h "  that l e a d s  t o  
" lov ing  ac t i on" .  Th is  i s  a c t i o n  on behalf  of j u s t i c e ,  which today i s  no 
less t h a t  t h e  t r an s fo rma t ion  of  our  s o c i e t i e s .  It i s  more than  simply 
unders tand ing  our  economic and p o l i t i c a l  systems.  It is  s ea r ch ing  f o r  
t h e  deeper  and under ly ing  c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s  va lue s  which shape our  
p o l i t y  and economy, o r  i n  o t h e r  words, t h e  under ly ing  va lue s  which under- 
l i e  t h e  way w e  o rde r  o u r  l i v e s  i n  community. 

The c a l l  t o  j u s t i c e  then  i s  a c a l l  f o r  t h e  evange l i z a t i on  of our  
c u l t u r e s .  It looks t o  a : d e l e g i t i m a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d e r ,  t h e  develop- 
ment of a  new language on which t o  b u i l d  a  new o r d e r  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  based on co-operat ion and s o l i d a r i t y .  

We r e t u r n  t o  Archbishop Romero. H i s  l i f e  and h i s  d e a t h  con t i nue  
t o  n o u r i s h  h i s  people  w i t h  a  new v i s i o n ,  one t h a t  has provided t h e  
pcople  of Cen t r a l  America w i th  a  new sense  of d i g n i t y  and community. But 
t h e  i nca rna t i on  of t h a t  v i s i o n  invo lves  a  s t r u g g l e ,  and onp t h a t  must 



n o t  be romant ic ized.  To s u s t a i n  t h a t  v i s i o n  and t o  remain committed 
t o  t h a t  s t r u g g l e  involves  a  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  pove r ty  emboided i n  s e rv i ce .  
There we d i s cove r  discipleship and a  dwel l ing  p l a c e  wi th  Jesus .  

I conclude wi th  a  b r i e f  schemata t o  a s s i s t  u s  i n  t h i s  new 
cha l lenge  t o  j u s t i c e  and evange l i za t i on .  Not a l l  can work d i r e c t l y  
wi th  t h e  poor ,  but if we a r e  convinced t h a t  God i s  p r e s e n t  wi th  and 
l i v e s  among t h e  poor i n  a  s p e c i a l  way, then  we w i l l  f i n d  t ime t o  be 
wi th  them. 

Consider t h e  example of t h e  body. The - head t h i n k s  grand  thoughts :  
we s tudy  and w r i t e  and engage in  conversa t ion  t o  promote t h e  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l  life. The h e a r t  c a r r i e s  t h e  emotions: we pray  and school  our-  - 
s e l v e s  t o  become lov ing  persons.  But t k e  lowly f e e t  c a r r y  t h e  head 
and hear t :  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  where ou r  f e e t  t a k e  us  determines  what 
our  head t h i n k s  about  and who our h e a r t  loves .  We miqht cons ide r  
" t i t h i n g  ou r  t imc" ,  i . e . ,  s rending  a  t e n  pe rcen t  of our  t ime  with  t h e  
poor. This  would seem t o  he a  c r i t i c a l  and o f t e n  missing element i n  
our  work f o r  j u s t i c e  and evange l i za t i on .  



JUSTICE AND EVANGELISATION: A EFLECTION ON THE 

S W E D  EXPERIENCES, A COELE1 INICATIONS VIEWPOIi4T 

Dominick Coyle. 

(Quelques e x t r a i t s  du monde de la c o m n i c n t i o n :  A la f i n  de la 
journGe, i l  ne s ' a g i t  pas de savoir qiri a parlg, mais qui a &out&.. . 
Peut-Stre avez vous trop de choses ci dire;  peut-eAtre vous faut-il 
t ~ o p  de temps pour prtndre une d ic is ion . .  . Y a-t-il un Gvangile pour 
l e s  r;ci~es e t  un autre pour l e s  pauv~,es?. . . 

Devez-vous essayer de tl7anquiliscr vos consciences en vous con- 
centrant sur des c i b l e s  &videntes c o m e  l e s  Lanques in ternat ionules ,  
ou au contraire  devez vous t r a v a i l l e r  l e  mieux que vous pouvez duns 
vo t re  mission comme vous l a  percevez l e  mieux? .... 

Je d&couvre, en ces  jours, wie trGs grande incer t i tude  parmi 
vous... Le monde e s t  22, au-dehors; i l  e s t  r i e l .  I1 n ' e s t  sans doute 
pas tou,iours t1'5s jus te ,  i l  peut m&e paraCtre pas jus te  du tout . .  . 
I1  chungera, lentement, mais i l  c imgera .  Le vou lezuous?  Le pouvez- 
vous?. .. N.D.L.R.) 

ilonir~,:..!: ?o:i:<! .is Editor of the International  Edit ion of the  
~ i n a n c i a l  Timcs, i.k.unkf~fiirt, and an Ass is tant  Eclitor of  hhe Finutlcial 
'i'imes, London. 

The t r o u b l e  w i t h  seminars  i s  t h a t  t h e y  o f t e n  g e n e r a t e  more h e a t  
than l i g h t !  However, a s  I have been complaining ever  s i n c e  my a r r i v a l  
about  t h e  c o l d ,  it may auger  we l l  f o r  your confe rence .  I f  what I 
have t o  s a y  i s  seen t o  have any modest m e r i t ,  then  p l e a s e  thank  me; i f  
n o t ,  blame F r .  Jenk inson ,  s i n c e  it was he who i n v i t e d  me. I am v e r y  
p l e a s e d  t o  be wi th  you a l l ,  bu t  I guess  my London head o f f i c e  i s  none 
t o o  happy t h a t  I am away from t h e  s t o r e  f o r  f o u r  whole days .  Such i s  
t h e  world of bus iness .  

I d o n ' t  have v e r y  many i n s i g h t s  f o r  you o r ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many 
q u e s t i o n s  e i t h e r .  I d o  have a few r e a c t i o n s ,  and some o b s e r v a t i o n s .  
They a r c ,  I hopr spontaneous ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  d o  not  r e p r e s e n t  
any pfrlt-up c r i t . i c i sm o f  your r o l e ,  o r  how you g o  about  it. 

I work i n  newspapers,  f o r  one newspaper t o  be p r e c i s e ,  t h e  
F i n a n c i a l  Times, of which I am e d i t o r  of our  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e d i t i o n .  



To put  it mi ld ly ,  m i s s ions  and m i s s i o r a r i c s  a r e  not  q u i t e  t h e  
s t u f f  of our  everyday news columns - a l thouqh  we do  c la im t o  have 
;I mission uu r se lve s .  I t  i s  t c  ri 'present t h e  world of bus ine s s  t o  t h e  
bus ines s  community i n  t h e  world i n  which we circulat i ! ,  o r  some 1:3 
c o u n t r i e s .  

W e  do not  s ee  o u r s e l v e s  65 beinq c a p i t a l i s t s ,  o r  s c c ~ a l i s t s ,  o r  
communists, o r  any o t h e r  of t h e  " i s t s " .  We - t h e  people  who w r i t e  
f o r  t h e  newspaper - a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Most o r  us a r e  s p e c l a l l s t s  i n  
some r e l a t i v e l y  narrow domain, whether it be Transpor t  o r  Environmcnt.al 
i s s u e s ,  t h e  Stock market c r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Company news, Africilrl u r  
American a f f a i r s ,  Management ques t ions  o r  developments i n  Technology. 
We have, a s  it were, a  Genera la te  i n  London with a n  E d i t ~ ? r - i n x h i e f ,  
a  kind o f  e d i t o r i a l  pope. We have a  c u r i a  of d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s ,  
branch o f f i c e s  (no t  q u i t e  m i s s i o n a r i e s )  i n  t h r  f i e l d  - i n  f a c t ,  
bureaux i n  some 32 l o c a t i o n s  around t h e  world. 

Edch i s s u e  of t h e  newspaper d a i l y  i s  a  smal l  Russian novel.  It 
c o n t a i n s  roughly 110,000 words, news, views and op in ions .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
e x i s t  most days u n t i l  work s t . a r t s  around 9 a.m. Some twelve hours 
l a t e r  we s t a r t  p r i n t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t ld i t~ ion!  

Be l ieve  you me, a Russian novel  c r e a t e d  l a r g e l y  i n  twelve hours ,  
and a  new on9 produced s i x  days a  week, concen t r a t e s  t h ~  mind wonder- 
f u l l y .  I t  ma:kes f o r  f a s t  decision-making, and I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  we g ~ t  
it r i g h t  most of t h e  t ime,  and s o  do o u  r cade r s .  T t r l s ,  pe rhaps ,  
shows up a  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  bt?tween u s .  We, t o o ,  g r app l e  with  com- 
p l ex  i s s u e s  and chanqinq soc i41 .  economic and c u l t u r a l  ~ n v i r o n m e n ~ s .  
Our e d i t o r s  and l eade r  w r i t e r s  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l  ~ C ~ P ~ I S ,  

p o l i t i c a l  and economic base p o i n t s  and,  d a r e  I say  i t ,  mnral va lue s .  
our  l e a d e r s ,  o r  e d i t o r i a l  a r t i c l e s ,  d a i l y  add re s s  a  wide range of  
i s s u e s ,  and da i ly theNewspaper  t a k e s  a  view. It i s  t r a shed  o u t  i n  a 
white hea t  of i n t e n s e  deba te  a t  ou r  d a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  conference.  The 
chief  e d i t o r  w i l l  d i c t a t e  f i n a l l y  - i f  needs be;  but i f  needs be t o o  
o f t e n ,  he o r  vie w i l l  go. I t  d i d  happen once, some s i x  y e a r s  ago; t h e  
e d i t o r  w e n t !  

What I a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  c a l l  "Mother Church" - Fr .  W i l l i e  never 
cea se s  t o  g i v e  me l e c t u r e r  on who p r e c i s e l y  makes up t h e  Church - 
o p e r a t e s  a t  a more l e i s u r e l y  pace,  but perhaps t h e  world is changing 
more r a p i d l y  than you t h ink .  Closed minds can o p e r a t e  i n  a  c l ima te  of 
c e r t a i n t y ,  bu t  then  C e r t a i n t y  needs Divine guidance,  and even HIS 
p a t i e n c e  may sometimes q e t  exhausted! 

Maybe you have t oo  much t a l k ;  perhaps i t  t a k e s  t o o  lnnq t o  make 
d e c i s i o n s ;  perhaps c o n s u l t a t i o n  can become an excuse f o r  no t  t ak ing  
a c t i o n  - or  a t  l e a s t  some d e c i s i o n s .  Maybe i f  you t a l k  o u t  a  problem 
long errouah it w i l l  go away, o r  t h e  underlying i s s u e  may have changed. 
Perhaps an "unruly"  (do I r e a l l y  mean t h a t  word?) n a t j o n a l  church may 
be brought i n t o  l i n e  i n  t ime  - maybe a  couple of hishops c h a n g ~ d  her?  
o r  t h e r e  ove r ,  s ay ,  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  more, and a  decade l a t e r  i t  w i l l  b? 



back i n  t h e  Roman fo ld .  Maybe f r e s h  a i r  i s  bad; perhaps  it i s  
thought  b e t t e r  t o  b a t t e n  down t h e  ha t ches ,  and t h e  winds o f  change 
w i l l  go away. 

Its an  e s t a b l i s h e d  response  t o  cha l lenge .  I s o l a t e  t h e  i nnova to r s ,  
t r y  and s i l e n c e  t h e  ques t i on ing  few, confuse ,  o r  even concea l  h i e r -  
a r c h i c a l  l i n e s ,  reward t h e  " f a i t h f u l " .  The house may be s e c u r e ,  bu t  
t h e  winds of change won ' t  go away. Your t a s k ,  i n  g r e a t  measure,  i s  
n o t  on ly  t o  d e f i n e  o r  ( b e t t e r  st i l l)  r e -de f i ne  your r o l e ;  your miss ion 
may have a s  much t o  do  wi th  "educa t ing  t h e  educa tors" ,  and n o t  j u s t  
w i th in  your own communities,  bu t  th rough  them t o  what I euphemis t i c a l l y  
t e r m  t h e  "wider church" - t h a t  i s  shorthand f o r  Rome! 

A t  t h e  end of t h e  day ,  it i s  n o t  a  ques t i on  of who i s  t a l k i n g ,  
but  who i s  l i s t e n i n g .  Do you n o t  have some i n t e r n a l  conve r s ions  t o  
be p u t  i n  p l a c e  f i r s t ?  I f  t h e  answer i s  YES - even i n  p a r t  - and I 
suspec t  it i s ,  do  your o r g a n i s a t i o n s  have a  s t r u c t u r e  i n  which t h i s  
p roce s s  can t a k e  p l ace?  Perhaps t h e  world of commercial management 
could t e a c h  a  t h i n g  o r  two. Time f o r  sound r e f l e c t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  bu t  
i n  t h e  end w e  a r e  a l l  dead! 

My own smal l  r o l e  - with o t h e r s  - shows a b i t  of t h e  way. We 
supe rv i s e  t h e  management o f  inves tments  f o r  a  number of I r i s h  commun- 
i t ies ,  and w e  t h i n k  we ' re  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h a t  r o l e .  We do  no t  t h i n k  
t h i s  i s  a  t a s k  f o r  p r i e s t s  and nuns; t h e y  s u r e l y  have o t h e r  and b e t t e r  
t h i n g s  t o  do ,  i f  you a l l  can on ly  dec ide  what they  a r e  - and convince 
o t h e r s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  so .  

And what a r e  - o r  should be - t h e s e  t h i n g s  you should be about?  
That i s  f o r  you t o  d e c i d e ,  bu t  I d e t e c t  i n  t h e s e  days  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
u n c e r t a i n i t y .  I came he r e  wi th  a  wrong n o t i o n ,  a  minor c a p i t a l i s t  
David a g a i n s t  t h e  miss ionary  G o l i a t h ,  someone c a l l e d  upon t o  t r y  and 
defend t h e  seen " r e a l  enemies" - t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
hanks,  t h e  commodity t r a d e r s  and a s s o c i a t e d  f i n a n c i a l  manipu la to rs .  

I expected t o  have t o  answer f o r  t h e  u s u a l l y  mis-quoted John Pau l  
G e t t y ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  he d i n ' t  g i v e  a  damn whether t h e  meek i n h e r i t e d  
t h e  e a r t h ;  a l l  he wanted were t h e  minera l  r i g h t s  undernea th!  The b i t  
about  t h e  camel and t h e  eye of t h e  need l e  was s u r e  t o  come up. 

I 
I n s t e a d ,  from S i s t e r s  J u l i e n n e  and Helo i sa  a l l  I heard w a s  

r e l a t i v e l y  convent iona l  s t u f f  about t h e  need f o r  land re form and housing 
campaigns, compla in t s  about  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y ,  and about  b u r e a u c r a t i c  
i n d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  i s  a l l  r a t h e r  o rd ina ry  m a t e r i a l  - t h e  t y p e  of t h i n g s  
we w r i t e  abou t ,  and r e g u l a r l y  campaign f o r  and c r i t i c i s e  ( t h e  p o l i c e  
b r u t a l i t y  and i n d i f f e r e n c e  and c o r r u p t i o n ,  t h a t  is) many days  i n  t h e  
F i n a n c i a l  Times. 

We do no t  have, l i k e  Senator  Barry Goldwater i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
t h e  "conscience of a  Conserva t ive" ,  hu t  t h e  cons t an t  e d i t o r i a l  ques t i on -  
ing by a  most ly  l i b e r a l  newspaper. 



We a r e  not  unique; w e  do  n o t  r e f l e c t  ALL t h e  v a l u e s  of t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  bus ine s s  community, and you would be ve ry  wrong t o  t h i n k  s o  - 
o r ,  i n  a  c u r i o u s  way, t o  t a k e  c o n s o l a t i o n  f r a n  t h e  f a c t  - t h a t  a l l  
bu s ine s s  is c o r r u p t ,  o r  t h a t  a l l  businessmen a r e  devoid  of concern 
and consc ience .  The concep ts  o f  j u s t i c e  and peace a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
m i s s iona r i e s .  

I f i n d  it almost condescending t o  hear (from S r .  J u l i e n n e ,  I 
b e l i e v e , )  t h a t  " t h e  Rich w i l l  be evange l i sed!"  I h a d ' n t  r e a l l y  
thought  o the rw i se .  

Rut p l e a s e  do n o t  worry t o o  much. Af te r  a l l ,  t h e  occa s iona l  
layman cannot  r e a l l y  have t h e  i n s i g h t s ,  cannot  know what i s  happening 
on t h e  ground n o t  even i f  he i s  a  j o u r n a l i s t !  Indeed, t h a t  t r a d e ,  
c a l l i n g  o r  p ro f e s s ion  probably exc ludes  i n  t h e  eyes  of many i n  t h i s  
room t h e  remotes t  p o s s i b i l i t y  of s ee ing  t h e  t r u t h ,  whatever t h a t  may 
be.  Yet, what has  impressed me i n  t h e s e  days  i s  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  you 
a r e  demons t ra t ing  a b u t  your own r o l e ,  about  what you should be about  
i n  t h e  miss ionary  world today .  Yesterday morning wi th  our  two speake r s  
I thought  v i l l a i n s  and heroes  were more o r  l e s s  c l e a r l y  de f i ned ;  
ye s t e rday  df te rnoon  I was no t  t o o  s u r e .  Fr .  Henry Volken spoke with  
pa s s ion  and an obvious  convic t ion .  He was much more w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  
t h a n  t o  preach.  I quo t e  him - I hope a c c u r a t e l y :  "We  must be i n  a 
p l a c e  where we can hear" .  

H i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  h i s  miss ion seemed t o  me t o  b~  one of working 
w i th in  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  e x i s t ,  t o  t r y  from v e r y  smal l  communities t o  
make change g r adua l l y .  I l i k e d  h i s  s i m i l e  - a s  a  boy i n  Swi t ze r l and ,  
he l i f t e d  a  s t one  and a l l o w 4  i n  some l i g h t .  Hc wasn ' t ,  s o i t  seemed 
t o  me, con t en t  t o  c u r s e  t h e  darkness ,  bu t  r a t h e r  t o  l i g h t  a  c and l e  o r  
t w o .  H e  may n o t  l i k e  t h e  r e a l  world - and I su spec t  t h a t  he does  n o t ,  
bu t  it is t h e r e ,  and it r e p r c s e n t s  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  him. 

He was a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s  a s  much - o r  even more - of himself  than  
of t h e  system. Asser t ing  blame, r e a l  o r  imaginary,  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  pro-  
d u c t i v e ;  v i l l a i n s  and heroes  were t h e  s t u f f  o f  cowboy f i l m s  of our 
youth - even f o r  t h e  g i r l s !  

Of cou r se ,  t h e  world is u n j u s t ,  income i s  badly d i s t r i b u t e d ,  some 
businessmen a r e  immoral, o r  c o r r u p t ,  o r  both,  and s o  a r e  some l a b o u r e r s  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  who a l s o ,  where it is a v a i l a b l e , d r a w  unemployment pay 
from t h e  s t a t e .  

V i r t u e  is n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  poor ,  o r  v i c e  f o r  t h e  r i c h .  It 
is no t  what we s u b ~ e c t i v e l y  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t o t a l  t r u t h .  
bu t  what is o f t e n  deep down, and c a s t i n g  f i r s t  s t o n e s  i s  no t  nowadays 
wholly c o n s t r u c t i v e  - o r  indeed l e g a l !  

Mission today  must s u r c l y  bc as much t o  do  wiCh good as campaign- 
ing  a g a i n s t  e v i l .  The world is n o t  t h e  promised l a n d ,  f o r  o the rw i se  
it would be f u t i l e  t o  worry about tanorrow,  o r  t o  work toward it.  
S r .  J u l i e n n e  r e f e r r e d  t o  Lhe Founding Fa the r s  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and 
she  mentioned t h a t  some of them ( d i d  s h e  r e a l l y  c la im ALL) were s l ave -  
owners. That founding of democracy had i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s  a l s o .  The 



preamble t o  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  t a l k s  o f  ... " W e ,  t h e  people  ..." 
ht t h e y ,  t h e  p e o p l e ,  were t h e n  few indeed ,  and o n l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h o s e  who had t h e  r i g h t  t o  speak i n  a  few s t a t e s .  

Did it undermine s e r i o u s l y  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  o r  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n ?  
Of c o u r s e  it was n o t  p e r f e c t ,  nor i s  it s t i l l  - w i t n e s s  t h e  

migran t  farm workers.  But t h e  I r i s h  of t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  worked t h e  
American coa lmines ,  and now many of them run  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  There  
were o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  immigrant r a c e s ,  n o t  l e a s t  t h e  P o l e s  and t h e  
I t a l i a n s  - a l l  t h r e e  groups  £ r a n  s a f e  havens of Ca tho l ic i sm!  They 
most ly  b u i l t  t h e  Democratic P a r t y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ;  today  many 
born from t h o s e  same immigrants a r e  among t h e  more r e a c t i o n a r y  R e -  
p u b l i c a n s  i n  t h e  Union. 

S r .  He lo i sa  had a  s i m i l a r  r e f l e c t i o n  on B r a z i l :  why a l l  t h i s  
i n j u s t i c e  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  coun t ry?  Why indeed! Is t h e r e  a  g o s p e l  f o r  
t h e  r i c h ,  a n o t h e r  f o r  t h e  poor o r ,  l i k e  i n  a n c i e n t  Greece,  why is t h e r e  
a  f e l t  need t o  k i l l  t h e  messenger because  we d o  n o t  l i k e  t h e  message? 
I f  t h e  message i s  t h e  same, pe rhaps  you t h e  messengers have something 
t o  answer f o r .  Perhaps  it i s  a  shared  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Maybe I shou ld  
n o t  be a  lone  layman h e r e  i n  such a  s e a  of m i s s i o n a r y  doubts  and 
q u e s t i o n i n g .  Perhaps  you have g o t t e n  t h e  ba lance  wrong; maybe you 
a r e  t o o  i n t r o v e r t e d ,  o r  t o o  s u b j e c t i v e ,  o r  both;  maybe " c a p i t a l i s m "  
h a s  become a  whipping p o s t  because  it seems t o  be t h e  most conven ien t  
o b j e c t  f o r  a  confused knee- jerk .  

Perhaps  t h e  v i l l a i n / h e r o  s c e n a r i o  does  n o t  c o n v e n i e n t l y  accomodate 
d i f f i c u l t  c o n c e p t s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  j u s t  might be e q u a l l y  important. .  

Take p o p u l a t i o n  growth,  f o r  example. D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  
growth r a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  1950s ( p u t ,  a d m i t t e d l y ,  i n  c r u d e  s t a t i s t i c a l  
t e rms)  have helped p e r p e t u a t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  pe r  c a p i t a  
income. Between 1955 and 1980, GNP ( g r o s s  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t )  grew a t  
around 4 p e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  low-income c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  growth i n  g e n e r a l  
produced some modest i n c r e a s e s  i n  income per  pe rson .  However, i n  many 
of t h e  p o o r e s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  s a y ,  i n  Bangladesh and sub-Saharan A f r i c a ,  
economic a c t i v i t y  slowed c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  decade.  Coupled 
wi th  r a p i d  (and i n  some c a s e s  a c c e l e r a t i n g )  p o p u l a t i o n  growth,  t h i s  
economic slowdown r e s u l t e d  i n  s t a g n a t i n g ,  o r  even d e c l i n i n g ,  p e r  c a p i t a  
income. 

NOT s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  a b s o l u t e  g u l f  between t h e  low-income 
c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  world widened c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

I d o n ' t  know t h e  f u l l  - o r  t h e  b e s t  - s o l u t i o n .  But does  t h e  
"Church", o r  does  it want t o ?  I know, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  Kenya ( t o  
t a k e  bu t  one example) f a c e s  a  doubl ing ,  o r  even a  t r i p l i n g ,  of i t s  
school-age p o p u l a t i o n  by t h e  encl of t h i s  c e n t u r y  .... and more school-age 
c h i l d r e n  r e q u i r e m o r e  spending on e d u c a t i o n ,  even i f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  is 
merely t o  m a i n t a i n  c u r r e n t  enro l lment  r a t e s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  

I know, t o o ,  t h a t  i n  L a t i n  America a s  a  whole, p u b l i c  spending 
p e r  p r imary  s t u d e n t  f e l l  by over  40 p e r  c e n t  i n  r e a l  terms i n  t h e  - 



p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  Is it good enough? Can we, can you, can governments 
of whatever k ind ,  assuming t h e y  c a r e  (and some of them mus t ) ,  can w e  
t u r n  a  b l i n d  eye - o r  a  Papal  d e c l a r a t i o n  - t o  t h i s  r e a l i t y  of a 
popu l a t i on  exp los ion?  

Can J u s t i c e  and Peace,  Evange l i s a t i on  and human l i b e r a t i o n  be 
f o s t e r e d  on such fast-growing sands? I do  n o t  have t h e  answers ,  a s  I 
i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  ... but  on ly  t h e  worrying ques t i ons .  

W i l l  t h e  d r i v e  t o  i n d u s t r i a l i s e  t h e  urban a r e a s  i n  t h e  l e s s -  
jeveloped c o u n t r i e s  on ly  p rov ide  q r e a t e r  slums; w i l l  it r e a l l y  make 
i n roads  i n t o  t h e  r anks  of t h e  unfmployed? W i l l  it improve t h e  q u a l i t y  
of l i f e  o f  t h o s e  i n  work, o r  makemoremiserable  st i l l ,  t h a t  of t h o s e  
many without  work? Is i n d u s t r y  t a k i n g  an i n c r e a s i n g  p r i o r i t y  over  
t h e  developmerit of a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  impor tan t  a s s o c i a t e d  q u e s t i o n  
of land reform? 

W i l l  t h e  absence of a  meaningful North/South d i a l o o u e  be made 
b e t t e r  o r  worse - by t h e  c u r r e n t  South/South c o n f l i c t ?  Is n a t i o n a l  
sove re ign ty  on ly  a  l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  p o l i t i c a l  and economic i n t e g r a -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  developed world,  o r  i s  it j u s t  t h e  same i n  t h e  Thi rd  
World? 

Most a i r l i n e s  c r o s s i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c  from Europe a r e  h a l f  empty, 
y e t  each "emerging" Nation wants t o  mark i t s  independence by launching 
a  n a t i o n a l  c a r r i e r  and a  n a t i o n a l  f l a g  - and a t  what c o s t .  What p r i c e  
p r e s t i g e !  

May I say w i th  some degree  o f  condescension:  w e  may n o t  have 
t augh t  them w e l l ,  bu t  t hey  have n o t  l ea rned  too w e l l  e i t h e r .  

I ,  t o o ,  d i d  n o t  l e a r n  w e l l  my fundamentals  in  r e l i g i o u s  educa t i on ,  
bu t  I d i d  g e t  them from t h e  I r i s h  C h r i s t i a n  Bro the r s ,  and t h e y  had a  
r e a l  miss ion - without doubt!  It i s ,  o r  c e r t a i n l y  i t  was, t h a t  t hey  
had knowledge which t h e y  were determined t o  c o m u n i c a t e  - p r e f e r a b l y  
( I  t h i n k )  t h e  ea sy  way b u t ,  i f  n ece s sa ry ,  wi th  whatever s a n c t i o n s  it 
took  - h e r e  I r e f l e c t ,  UNfondly, on t h e  s t r a p !  It sank i n  - I t h i n k .  
I seem t o  remember some ques t i on  about  why a  F i n a l  Judgement was 
needed, and it went something l i k e  t h i s  .... " So i t  would n o t  be  seen 
t h a t  t h e  good s u f f e r e d  i n  l i f e  wh i l e  t h e  wicked prospered . . . . . . . " .  

Perhaps  it IS  w i s e  t h a t  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  of t h i s  w r l d  should be 
l e f t  l a r g e l y  u n t i l  tomorrow. I do  n o t  s ee  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  miss ionary  
a s  be ing  an assignment t o  change t o d a y ' s  w r l d .  Yes, campaign f o r  
change, i f  t h a t  appears  r e a sonab l e ,  o r  p o s s i b l e ,  but I t h i n k  most of 
you must need w r k  wi th in  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r ,  however u n j u s t  you 
p e r c e i v e  it t o  be .  And I suspec t  it i s  no t  q u i t e  a s  u n j u s t  a s  you 
t h i n k .  

M u l t i n a t i o n a l s  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bankers  may seem f a i r  game, 
and some of them a r e ;  bu t  should you r e a l l y  t r y  t o  e a s e  your consc iences  
on obvious  t a r g e t s ,  o r  work a s  b e s t  you can i n  your miss ion a s  b e s t  



you p e r c e i v e  it. 

Otherwise ,  you may r e a l l y  be  s eek ing  an  excuse f o r  imac t ion ,  o r  
an  exp l ana t i on  f o r  your  f a i l u r e  t o  DO i n  favour  of PREACHING. The 
t o o l s  w i l l  never be  p e r f e c t ,  bu t  t h a t  is no cause  f o r  blaming them. 
There  ARE major q u e s t i o n s  of e t h i c s  o u t  t h e r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  few 
Absolu tes ,  o f  e i t h e r  Good o r  Bad. 

There  a r e  i n j u s t i c e s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  d e p r e s s i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  - 
on d e c l i n i n g  commodity p r i c e s ,  manipu la t ion ,  commercial e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  
c o r r u p t i o n ,  bad government, confused m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  r i g i d  church 
bu reauc rac i e s .  Need I go on ........ 

I s  t h e  conglomerate  much more t han  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of smal l  shop- 
keepers?  Can t h e  s i n g l e  miss ionary  s u r v i v e  without  h i s  o r  he r  
community? Is t h e  Church t o o  poor ,  o r  t o o  r i c h ?  Do t h e  odds a g a i n s t .  
no t  add up t o  t h e  cha l lenge?  

May I j u s t  end w i th  - a s  I s t a r t e d  - a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  my good 
f r i e n d ,  F r .  W i l l i e .  During a  break i n  your d e l i b e r a t i o n  I had t o  
'phone my o f f i c e  i n  London. H e  was wa i t i ng  i n  my room u p s t a i r s  when 
I r e t u r n e d .  H i s  comment: "Dominick, t e l l  me, how goes  t h e  r e a l  world?" 

I t ' s  o u t  t h e r e ,  i t s  r e a l .  It may n o t  always be j u s t ;  i t  may no t  
seem j u s t  a t  a l l .  I t  w i l l  change - s lowly ,  bu t  it w i l l  change. W i l l  - 
can - YOU? 

Your commitment is a  mar r iage  t o  a  Chal lenge;  b e l i e v e  m e  when I 
t e l l  you, most mar r iages  r e p r e s e n t  a  Chal lenge;  t h e  i d e a l  i s  always 
t h e r e ,  o r  a lmos t  always.  There i s  n o t  much wrong w i th  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
but  s o m e t i m e s w i t h t h e  people  invo lved .  I can t e l l  you f o r  s u r e ,  i n  
t h a t  s t a t e  t h e r e  a r e  few a b s o l u t e s .  

One f i n a l  - perhaps  even an encouraging - thought  and maybe it i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  g iven  t h a t  w e  a r e  so  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c i t y  of Rome, and t o  
t h e  Vat ican .  There  i s  a  widely  used P o l i s h  say ing  which goes  ...." I f  
my Aunt ie  had whiskers ,  s h e  could be my Uncle!" 

But i s  it wise  t o  l i v e  a lways i n  a  c o n d i t i o n a l  framework, always 
t o  a s k  what would be my s i t u a t i o n  IF  ....... 



JUSTICE ET EVPNG~LISATION. UN APPORT DPNS LA PERSPECTIVE 

DE LA TH~OLOGIE M LA LI~RATION 

J. Van Nieuwenhove, PA 

(As a theologian 'he speaks about God' and t r i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  
God's act ion and the  power o f  the  gospel i n  the  varied experiences 
which have been shared. "Fear not", Jesus t o l d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  but 
there  are real  fears i n  face o f  the  res is tance  t o  jus t i ce .  

F r .  Van Nieuwenhove i d e n t i f i e s  some o f  t h i s  res is tance  and thc 
demands of a s p i r i t u a l i t y  which ar i ses  from doing jus t i ce  - tile heart 
o f  chr i s t ian  f i d e l i t y  and mission. He e x m i n e s  the  humail and Chri.st- 
inn d ign i t y  of  thc  poor, t o  whom the  kingdom i s  promised as  a pr io i4 ty  
m d  who are themselves the  bearers of  t h a t  promise t o  o thers .  

Liberation theology emphasizes these aspects  i n  defending the  
r igh t s  of  the  poor i 1 1  society.  He concludes ~ r i t h  remarks on t h e  i n -  
carnntion of Lhe Ciiurcl~ i n  popular m i l i c u ,  basic connnunities and 
the  cmergctlcc of 'm in i s t r i e s '  among the poor - themes developad i n  
h is  l a t e r  conference on the  theology of  l iberat ion.  Ed.). 

Ma tdche dans ce seminaire cons i s t e  d e n t r e r  dans l a  dynamique 
c r d a t r i c e  de l a  pedagogic adoptee e t  5 presenter  quelques perspect ives  
theologiques suscept ib les  de f a i r e  avancer not re  ref lexion.  J e  par- 
l e r a i  donc de Dieu. Plus prbcis6ment, je  me demande 06 e s t  Dieu dans 
l e s  experiences presentees ,  od emerge 1 'Evangile  dans ces  engagements 
e t  ces  options pour l e  pauvre? Comment Dieu e s t - i l  engage dans l e s  
c o n f l i t s  d e c e  monde e t  dans l a  naissance d'un monde nouvesu? Pour 
repondre Si ces quest ions,  j e  reprendra i  quelques convict ions theologiques 
exprimees par nos temoins e t  j e  f e r a i  quelques observations.  Ce 
f a i s a n t ,  j e  voudrais respecter  l a  grande d i v e r s i t e  des  experiences 
analys6es dans c e t t e  session e t  e v i t e r  l e  danger de  genera l i sa t ions  
indues. 

Notre assemblee a souleve des  perspectives theologiques quj 
peuvent Otre a r t i c u l e o s  autour de qua t re  themes: 

1. l a  pra t ique  de  l a  j u s t i c e  e t  l ' i d ~ n t i t d  chre t ienne  e t  missionnaire;  
2 .  l a  d ign i t6  des pauvres; 
3. l e s  d r o i t s  des pauvres dans l a  soci6 t6  e t  
4 .  l'engagement pour l a  j u s t i c e  e t  l 'dmergence d 'une Egl ise  des pauvrcs. 



I. LA PRATIQUE DE LA JUSTICE ET L'IDENTITE 
CHRETIENNE ET MISSIONNAIRE 

On a  s o u l i g n e  avec i n s i s t a n c e  que "1 'act . ion pour  l a  j u s t i c e  
e t  l a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  2 l a  t r an s fo rma t ion  du monde ( s o n t )  une dimension 
c o n s t i t u t i v e  d e  l a  p r a i c a t i o n  d e  1 'Evang i l e  q u i  est l a  miss ion d e  
l ' E g l i s e  pour  l a  redemption d e  l ' humani te  e t  s a  l i b e r a t i o n  d e  t o u t e  
s i t u a t i o n  oppress ive"  (Synode de 1971).  

On n e  peu t  r eme t t r e  en  ques t i on  c e t t e  dimension d e  l ' d v a n g 6 l i s a -  
t i o n .  La p r a t i q u e  d e  l a  j u s t i c e  et c e l l e  d e  1 ' 6 v a n g e l i s a t i o n  n e  s o n t  
donc pa s  deux rda l i . t d s  autorlomes, ex te r ieu l res  l ' u n e  l ' a u t r e  dont  il 
s ' a g i r a i t  d e  f a i r e  l ' a d d i t i o n .  E l l e s  son t  deux moments compldmentaires 
d ' u n e  u n i t e  o rgan ique .  

On ne  peu t  r P d u i r e  l a  p r a t i q u e  de l a  jus t . ice  d une "pre-  
cond i t i on  e t  consequence'' de  l ' e v a n g e l i s a t i o n .  E l l e  en est une 
dimension c o n s t i t u t i v e .  Non seulernent de  l a  c r e d i b i l i t e  e t  d e  
l ' a u t h e n t i c i t e  d e  la  miss ion  ad e x t r a ;  a u s s i ,  e t  en p remiere  i n s t a n c e ,  
d e  l ' a u t h e n t i c i t e  du c h r e t i e n .  d e  l ' i d e n t i t e  du t e r n i n  e t  d e  1 ' E g l i s e :  
element i nd i spensab l e  d e  s a  correspondance vecue au message d e  l 'amour 
d e  Dieu q u ' i l  ou e l l e  d 6 s i r e  communiquer e t  p a r t a g e r .  

Ceux q u i  orit l a i s s e  c e t t e  v P r i t 6  p e n e t r e r  dans  l e u r  s p i r i t u a l i t 6  
e t  l e u r  p r a t i q u e  redecouvrent  que l a  v i e  c h r e t i e n n e  est une "vo ie" ,  - 
c o m e  d i s e n t  les Actes  - e t q u e  l a  mise en p r a t i q u e  d e  l a  j u s t i c e  
c o n s t i t u e  un long p roce s sus  d e  convers ion ,  d e  reconvers ion  d e s  
personnes  e t  d e s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Tout c e c i  n e  va p a s  s a n s  d o u l e u r s ,  s ans  
l e n t e u r s ,  s ans  ango i s s e s ,  s a n s  r e s i s t a n c e s .  

Au s e i n  d e  c e s  exper iences ,  il e s t  bon d e  s e  souveni r  que l e  
C h r i s t  a  d i t  aux a p s t r e s ,  p r i s  dans  la  tempPte , :  "n ' ayez  pa s  p e u r " ,  
e t  q u ' i l  a  promis e t  donne aux d i s c i p l e s ,  s u r p r i s  pa r  s a  mise i mort ,  
1 ' E s p r i t  S a i n t ,  envoy6 pour l e s  condui re  2 l a  v e r i t e  p l 6 n i P r e .  La 
s o l i d a r i t 6  p r a t i q u e  avec l e s  p l u s  pauvres  e s t  une exper ience  p a s c a l e  
q u i  r e c e n t r e  n o t r e  f o i  s u r  l e  mystPre c e n t r a l  du s a l u t  c h r d t i e n :  l a  
mort v i o l e n t e  e t  l a  r 6 s u r r e c t i o n  d e  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

C e t t e  r e f e r e n c e  d 1 'Evang i l e  e s t  e s s e n t i e l l e .  mais ne  s u f f i t  p a s ,  
c a r  i l e s t d i f f i c i l e  d ' e n t r e r  dans  une s p i r i t u a l i t 6  d e  l a  j u s t i c e .  I1 
est donc important  d ' a n a l y s e r  l e s  r e s i s t a n c e s  q u i  s ' y  opposent .  

Une premiPre serie d e  r e s i s t a n c e s  semble t e n i r  2 une s o r t e  d 'aveuglement 
devant  la r e a l i t 6  d e s  pauvres  e t  d e s  

v i c t imes  d ' i n j u s t i c e s .  Les s t a t i s t i q u e s  concernant  l a  pauvre t6  massive 
e t  s t r u c t u r e l l e  (meme en Europe) s o n t  connues,  mais c e t t e  conna issance  
n o t i o n n e l l e  ne  s u f f i t  pas .  I1 y  a  une d i f f e r e n c e  e n t r e  c o n n a i t r e  e t  
v o i r ,  e n t r e  s a v o i r  e t  E t r e  concern@. On p e u t  v i v r e  au s e i n  d ' un  peuple  
m a l t r a i t e  sans  t o u t e f o i s  assumer s a  cause .  



Selon Mgr. Rornero, l a  s o l i d a r i t e  avec d e s  v i c t i m e s  ex ige  une 
convers ion  du r ega rd .  C e l l e - c i  s e  r e a l i s e  dans  l a  p r a t i q u e .  C ' e s t  
pourquoi  l a  s p i r i t u a l i t 6  demande, pour s e  c o n s t i t u e r  e t  s e  deve lopper ,  
un discernernent s p i r i t u e l  s u r  e t  dans  d e s  p r a t i q u e s  c o n c r s t e s .  

La decouver te  d e  l a  r e a l i t 6  "a p a r t i r  d e s  vic t i rnes  d e  l ' i n j u s t i c e "  
s e  r e a l i s e  dans  l e  rneme l i e u ,  p a r  une a n a l y s e  d e  s i t u a t i o n s  e t  
d ' expc r i ence s  c o n c r e t e s  ... Dans l a  p r i g r e  nous pouvons assumer t o u t e s  
l e s  i n j u s t i c e s  du monde; dans l a  p r a t i q u e  il f a u t  B t r e  p l u s  c o n c r e t  e t  
modeste. Les r e s p o n s a b i l i t s s  u n i v e r s e l l e s  souvent  6 c r a s e n t  ou c r e e n t  
une rnauvaise consc ience ;  l ' a c t i o n  c o n c r e t e  engendre l e  dynamisme e t  
l ' e s p e r a n c e .  

La peur  d e s  t e n s i o n s  e t  d e s  c o n f l i t s  e s t  une sou rce  majeure d e  
r e s i s t a n c e  e t  d ' h e s i t a t i o n .  C ' e s t  s a n s  dou t e  l a  

que l e  bSt b l e s s e  l e  p l u s .  Le c o n f l i t  n ' e s t  p a s  un b ien  en s o i  n i  une 
v o i e  q u i  mene autornatiquement 2  l a  communion. JBsus C h r i s t  n ' a  p a s  
cherche ou provoque l e  c o n f l i t  pour 1 1 i n t 6 r B t  d e  s e  b a t t r e  ou pour 
imposer s a  v o l o n t e  e t  s e s  i n t 6 r e t s  aux a u t r e s .  Pou r t an t ,  son message 
e t  s a  p r a t i q u e  o n t  s u s c i t 6  d e s  c o n f l i t s  e t  c ' e s t  au s e i n  d ' un  c o n f l i t  
q u i  l e  mPnera i l a  c r o i x  q u ' i l  a  rev616 l e s  v a l e u r s  du Royaume e t  
man i f e s t e ,  j u s q u ' i  l ' e x t r e m e ,  son amour du P e r e  e t  s a  communion avec 
s e s  f r P r e s  e t  soeu r s .  

Le c o n f l i t  n ' e s t  p a s  necessa i rement  en c o n t r a d i c t i o n  avec l a  
communion ou c o n t r a i r e S l ' a m o u r .  La s p i r i t u a l i t e  de  l a  j u s t i c e  suppose 
un d i s c e r n m e n t  s p i r i t u e l ,  une p r i s e  d e  consc ience  d e  c e  que l ' o n  a  
compris d e s  b e a t i t u d e s  au s e i n  d e  c o n f l i t s  assurngs pour une j u s t e  
cause.  

Les cornmunautes r e l i g i e u s e s  d e v r a i e n t  f a v o r i s e r  c e  gen re  d e  
r e f l e x i o n  d l ' o c c a s i o n  d e s  r e t r a i t e s  s p i r i t u e l l e s  e t  d e s  d i scernements  
communautaires. C e r t a i n s  c o n f l i t s  son t  i n h e r e n t s  .3 l a  cause  du Royaume 
que l l E g l i s e  e s t  appe l ee  i s e r v i r .  La q u e s t i o n  e s t  d e  s a v o i r  l e s q u e l s  
e t  d e  decouv r i r  l a  f a ~ o n  d e  l e s  v i v r e  pour q u ' i l s  dev iennent  de s  e c o l e s  
de  f i d e l i t e  e t  d e  rna tur i t e  ch r e t i ennes .  

L ' i n t e g r a t i o n u s t i c e  dans  c e  q u i  f a i t  l e  coeur 
- 

mSme d e  l a  f i d e l i t e  c h r e t i e n n e  
e t  l a  miss ion suppose souvent  un changement profond dans  l a  s p i r i t u a l i t e .  
Des c h r e t i e n s  engages nous d i s e n t  que c e t t e  p r a t i q u e  e s t  un l i e u  oii l ' o n  
peu t  ddcouvr i r  d e s  a s p e c t s  impor tan t s  du mys te re  e t  d e  l a  v i e  c h r s t i e n n e .  
11s ind iquen t  que lques  p i s t e s :  

L 'ex igence  d e  devo i r  t o u j o u r s  humaniser e t  donner p l u s ,  d e  devo i r  
t o u j o u r s  recommencer, peu t  S t r e  une decouver te  d e  l a  t rancendance  du 
Dieu t o u j o u r s  p l u s  grand.  Une exper ience  dans  l a q u e l l e  l 'appauvrissernent  
personne l  s e  s i t u e  dans  un p roces sus  oii s ' a f f e r m i t  une c o n n a t u r a l i t 6  
avec l a  r e a l i t 6  d e  Dieu t e l  q u ' i l  a p p a r a i t  dans  l l E c r i t u r e .  

La p r a t i q u e  d e  l a  j u s t i c e  f a i t  p rendre  consc ience  que l ' e x p 6 r l r n c e  
de  Dieu ne  c o n s i s t e  pa s  seulernent dans  une remise  d e  s o i  " e n t r e  s e s  
mains", mais  a u s s i  dans  l ' a c c e p t a t i o n  d e  s e s  ex igences .  Au s e i n  d e  c p t t e  



pra t ique ,  l a  c h a r i t 6  devient  p l u s  que l e  don de s e s  q u a l i t e s  e t  de  
s e s  t a l e n t s  e t  s e  r e a l i s e  dans l e  don de  sa  propre v?e. E l l e  e s t  
une Pcole de  g r a t u i t e ,  de  l ' e spe rance  qu i  l i b e r e  l ' h i s t o i r e  grace ii 
son ouverture au Dieu q u i  v i en t ;  un l i e u  oil l ' o n  a f f r o n t e  l a  t e n t a t i o n  
du scandale du mal, 06 l ' o n  demeure avec Dieu dans sa  passion,  oii 
l a  f o i  en Dieu demeure une f o i  e t  e v i t e  d ' e t r e  simple possession d e  
Dieu. 

Ce t t e  p ra t ique  e s t  l e  l i e u  od l ' o n  e s t  confront6 avec l e  choix 
r a d i c a l  que suppose l a  f o i  b ib l ique  en Dieu:uneopt ion  (en conformite 
avec l e  Dieu de  l a  v i e )  pour l a  v i e  de ceux qui  sont  meutr is  e t  (en 
conformite avec Dieu qu i  r e j e t t e  l e s  fausses d i v i n i t e s  q u i  s a c r i f i e n t  
des S t r e s  hurnains), un r e f u s  des ido les  q u i  donnent l a  mort. 

I1 LA DIGNITE DES "PAWRES" 

L 'ob jec t i f  du s6minaire e s t  de  f a i r e  une r e f l ex ion  sur e t  une 
ana lysedepra t iques  concretes .  En f a i t  c ' e s t  l e  theme de  l ' i n s e r t i o n  
des agents  pastoraux dans l e  monde des pauvres q u i  a  retenu l ' a t t e n t i o n .  
Ce t t e  i n s e r t i o n  a 6 t e  presentee  comme un processus d e  conversion 
pra t ique ,  psychologique e t  s p i r i t u e l l e ;  comme point  de  depar t  d'une 
ref lexion  theolcqique. Vaste mouvement qu i  e s t  2 l a  f o i s  decouverte 
du visage du Servi teur  de  Yahve r e s s u s c i t e  dans l e  visage concret  de  
c o l l e c t i v i t e s  marginal isees,  vict imes d ' i n j u s t i c e s  s t r u c t u r e l l e s ,  e t  
rapprochement de  l eu r  monde, deplacement du l i e u  o i ~  l ' o n  v i t  l a  v i e  
r e l i g i e u s e  e t  r e l i t  l e  sens de l a  Bible e t  od l ' o n  r e d e f i n i t  l a  
s o l i d a r i t e  avec l e u r s  l u t t e s .  

Dans une perspect ive  de j u s t i c e ,  ces  s o l i d a r i t e s  doivent e t r e  
analys6es e t  evaluees 2 l ' a i d e  d ' ins t ruments  appropries .  La s p i r i t u a l i t 6  
e t  l a  theologie  ne s u f f i s e n t  pas pour mesurer l ' e c a r t  qu i  peut e x i s t e r  
e n t r e  une in t en t ion  proclamee e t  une in t en t ion  r6al is i .e .  MSme l a  
denonciation n ' e s t  pas un instrument adequat pour une ac t ion  qui  v i s e  
l a  t ransformation des  s i t u a t i o n s  e t  des s t r u c t u r e s .  

Ceci d i t ,  l 'assemblee a  u t i l i s P  un d iscours  sur  l e  pauvre dont 
il e s t  u t i l e  de  r e l eve r  l e s  accents .  I1 a 6 t6  beaucoup quest ion de  l a  
d i g n i t 6  r e e l l e  mais meconnue des  pauvres. 

D'une p a r t  l e s  pauvres sont  apparus cornme des  marginalisPs, o b j e t s  
de m6pris e t  de  manipulation de  l a  

p a r t  d 'un p e t i t  nombre, vict imes d e s  i n t e r e t s  e t  du pouvoir de  ces  
de rn ie r s .  11s sont peuple, membres de  c l a s s e s  s o c i a l e s  appauvries,  
dependantes, explo i tees .  Un double danger de langage s ' e s t  present6.  
D'aburd c e l u i  de  souligner  c e t t e  image negat ive des  pauvres, negligeant  
de reconnai t re  leur  i d e n t i t e  e t  l eu r  r i chessc  c u l t u r e l l e  e t  humaine. 
Ensuite  c e l u i  du langage vague e t  non analy t ique  qu i  r e d u i t  l e s  

Pauvres a unr rnasse anonyme e t  i n d i f f e r e n ~ i 6 ~ .  



L'exper ience  d e  c e r t a i n s  membres d e  l t assemblee  l e s  a  amen& 
d ' a u t r e  p a r t ,  sou l i qne r  le  p o t e n t i e l  humain e t  l a  d i g n f t e  c h r e t i e n n e  
d e  ceux que nous appelons (avec l a  Bible1 l e  pauvre.  "On p e n s a i t  que  
c e  peuple  e t a i t  muet e t  s t u p i d e ,  mais on decouvre q u ' i l  p o s s a e  d e s  
t r e s o r s  d e  s ages se ,  d e  c r e a t i v i t e ,  d e  r e s i s t a n c e  p a t i e n t e  e t  d ' a s t u c e .  
Ce q u i  l u i  manque c ' e s t  l e ~  moyens d e  s 'expri rner" .  C e  peuple  peu t  
deven i r  un m a i t r e ,  en t o u t  c a s  un compaqnon. I1 s ' a g i t  d e  s e  l i b e r e r  
d e s  p r e juqes  q u i  v o i l e n t  c e t t e  dimension d e  l e u r  r e a l i t & .  

D ign i t e  humaine donc. Mais a u s s i  d i q n i t e  c h r e t i e n n e .  Ce r t e s ,  l a  P a r o l e  - . - - - -- 
de Dieu l i b e r e  

du ma1 e t  n ' e s t  s u p e r f l u e  pour aucune c a t e g o r i e  de personnes.  Au 
c o n t r a i r e ,  il f a u t  q u ' e l l e  r e t e n t i s s e  avec  t o u t e  s a  f o r c e  t r a n s -  
f o rma t r i ce .  Mais nous ne sommes pas  l e s  p r o p r i e t a i r e s  d e  c e t t e  p a r o l e .  
Le peuple  l ' expr ime d e  s a  faGon, dans son langage e t  2 p a r t i r  d e  son 
experience.  Dans ce sens  Puebla a reconnu l e  " p o t e n t i e l  evanqe l i s a t eu r  
d e s  pauvres".  L e s  approcher c o m e  "6vanqe l i s a t eu r s "  e t  Q t r e  d i spose  
2 se l a i s s e r  6vanqe l i se r  par  eux, modi f ie  profond6ment l a  r e l a t i o n  
p a s t o r a l e  et l e s  a t t i t u d e s  d e  s o l i d a r i t e .  

C e s  remarques son t  une i n v i t a t i o n  approfondi r  l e  r ega rd  que 
Dieu j e t t e  s u r  ceux que nous appelons les pauvres  e t  d e  s c r u t e r  l e u r  
d i g n i t 6  dans l ' h i s t o i r e  du s a l u t  e t  l e u r  r d l e  dans l 'avenement  du 
Royaume. 

Une conv ic t i on  s ' impose d l a  consc ience  c h r e t i e m e :  que " l e  pauvre" 
n ' e s t  p a s  seulement l e  premier d e s t i n a t a i r e  d e  l a  promesse du Royaurne 
( l e  p r e f e r 6  d e  Dieu, s e l o n  l a  p a r o l e  de J ean  Paul  1 1 1 ,  mais a u s s i ,  e t  
en meme temps, un p o r t e u r  du message, bien q u ' i l  ne  s o i t  pas  automatique- 
ment le  me i l l eu r  d e s  rniss ionnaires .  La conference d e  Puebla nous d i t  
a v o i r  decouver t  c e t t e  d i q n i t e  du peuple  pauvre e t  c royan t  au s e i n  d ' u n e  
s o l i d a r i t e  p r a t i q u e  vecue dans l e  monde d e s  pauvres .  

I11 LES DROITS DES PAWRES DANS LA SOCIETE 

La t h e o l o q i e  de l a  l i b e r a t i o n  est for tement  marquee p a r  l e  d r o i t  
b i b l i q u e  d e s  pauvres  et  l a  denonc ia t ion  du peche s o c i a l .  

Selon l a  B ib l e  l e  d r o i t  du pauvre est le  d r o i t  de  Dieu. Le pauvre 
n ' ayan t  personne su r  q u i  compter pour defendre  s e s  d r o i t s ,  Dieu assume 
s a  cause  ( c f  Prov. 2 2 ,  2 2 - 2 3 ) .  Dans un lanqaqe p l u s  a n a l y t i q u e  Medellln 
a  denonce c o m e  e t a n t  'p6ch6 s o c i a l '  une s i t u a t i o n  oil, 

"par  l a  d e f i c i e n c e  d e s  s t r u c t u r e s  d e  l ' e n t r e p r i s e  i n d u s t r i e l l e  
e t  a q r i c o l e ,  d e  l 'economie n a t i o n a l e  e t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e ,  d e  l a  v i e  
c u l t u r e l l e  e t  p o l i t i q u e ,  d e s  popu la t i ons  e n t i e r e s  rnanquent du 
~ l e c e s s a i r e ,  v i v e n t  dans une dependance q u i  en leve  t o u t e  i n i t i a t i v e  
e t  r e s p o n s a b i l i t e ,  t o u t e  p o s s i b i l i t e  d e  promotion c u l t u r e l l e  e t  
t o u t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d l a  v i e  s o c i a l e  et  p o l i t i q u e ,  v i o l a n t  a i n s i  
l e s  d r o i t s  fondamentaux" . 



Ce concept de "peche s o c i a l "  a  f a i t  couler  beaucoup d 'encre .  
Pour l ' app l ique r  il f a u t  des analyses a t t e n t i v e 5  de s i t u a t i o n s  con- 
c r e t e s ,  f a i t e s  5 p a r t i r  non pas des p lus  f o r t s ,  mais des vict imes des 
systPmes. Ces analyses  sont une base pour une Bthique qui  prend l a  
defense des  d r o i t s  des  pauvres e t  s e  c e n t r e  s u r  l e  d r o i t  fondamental 
Z l a  v i e :  

"Le d r o i t  5 l a  v i e  e s t  en derniPre ins tance  l e  t e r r a i n  013 il 
f a u t  s i t u e r  l a  d iscuss ion  s u r  l e s  ques t ions  economiques e t  soc ia l e s ,  
sur  l a  l u t t e  pour l a  l i b e r a t i o n ,  l a  construct ion d 'une  soc id te  jus t e  
e t  sur  l e  tdmoignage de l'amour de Dieu dans l e s  pays du T i e r s  Monde. 
I1 s ' a g i t  d'un niveau simple, elementaire;  mais c ' e s t  5 c e  niveau que 
se joue l e  s o r t  quotidien du pauvre" ( G .  GutiPrrez) .  

I V  LA PRATIQUE DE LA JUSTICE ET L'EMRGENCE D ' U N E  EGLISE DES PAWRES 

Le temps manque pour developper l a  perspect ive  eccl6siologique 
dans l aque l l e  s e  s i t u e  l e  temoignage qu i  nous e s t  venu du B r e s i l .  

Quelques remarques cependant pour rappeler  que l'engagement pour 
l a  j u s t i c e  s e  s i t u e  pour p lus i eu r s  dans un contexte missionnaire p lus  
v a s t e :  c e l u i  de  l ' i n c a r n a t i o n  de 1 ' E g l i s e  dans l e s  milieux popula i res .  

Dans l a  p a s t o r a l e  des comrnunautes e c c l e s i a l e s  de  base,  l e  " f a i r e  
ju s t i ce"  f a i t  p a r t i e  d 'un  "convoquer en eg l i se" .  Au nom de  l a  j u s t i c e  
s e  c reen t  l e s  condit ions qui  permettront aux couches soc ia l e s  
subal te rnes  de p a r t i c i p e r  5 l a  v i e  e c c l e s i a l e  sans  devoi r  perdre l e u r  
langage. l eu r  i d e n t i t e  c u l t u r e l l e  e t  l e  sens de  l a  f o i  qui l e u r  e s t  
propre.  

La presence de  pauvres dans l a  r e f l ex ion  b ib l ique  e t  l e s  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  p a s t o r a l e s  e t  l eu r  pa r t i capa t ion  aux "ministeres" 
ecc les iaux sont desexpress ionsconcrGtes  d 'une  j u s t i c e  pra t iquee  c n t r e  
f r e r e s  e t  soeurs appartenant  B l a  meme commuanutd e c c l e s i a l e .  

- f i n  - 
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Maureen Flood, SSS 

The s t o r y  o f  t h e  meetinq a t  t h e  w e l l  o f  Samaria (John 4: l -15)  
p r e s e n t s  u s  wi th  two people;  
two people  wi th  l o t s  of background: 
J e s u s  and an unnamed Samaritan woman. 
L e t ' s  look f o r  a while a t  t h e s e  two people ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 
what has  been happening among u s  here  i n  t h e  l a s t  few days.  

We've been t a l k i n g  q u i t e  a l o t  about t e n s i o n ,  t h e  h igh  t e n s i o n ,  
o f  many k inds ,  t h a t  e x i s t s  f o r  m i s s iona r i e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
q u e s t i o n s  of J u s t i c e  and Evange l i sa t ion .  Running through 
t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  meetinq between J e s u s  and t h e  woman t h e r e  is  
a cons ide rab l e  amount of t en s ion :  
t e n s i o n  between Jews and Samari tans;  
t h e  ve ry  f i n e  t e n s i o n  between J e s u s  and t h e  woman, i n  t h e  
unfo ld ing  of  t h e i r  encounter ;  
t e n s i o n  between J c s u s  and t h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  when t h e y  come back 
and a r e  so  shocked; 
t e n s i o n  between them and t h e  woman, by whose presence  t hey  a r e  
s o  d i s conce r t ed ;  
and t h e  pervading t e n s i o n  between long-standing t r a d i t i o n  and 
something new about  t o  happen. 

In  my r e f l e c t i o n  on t h i s  Gospel,  it seemed t o  m e  t h a t  J e sus  
and t h e  women mys te r ious ly  changed r o l e s  now and then .  Both 
have something t o  g i v e ,  both have something t o  r ece ive .  They 
seem e q u a l l y  po ised .  Both were marginated: 
t h e  woman was something of an o u t c a s t ;  
Jesus  was i n  a p o s i t i o n  of d i sadvantage  - he was t h e  f o r e i g n e r  
i n  a h o s t i l e  country;  perhaps t h e r e  was a language d i f f i c u l t y ;  
He was t h e  h o t ,  t i r e d ,  t h i r s t y  one. 

Both a r e  symbols of l i f e  and both a r e  o u t s i d e  convent ion:  
t h i s  much-loved woman (no t  j u s t  by t h e  s i x  men i n  h e r  l i f e  but  
by a l l  o f  u s  who have met he r ,  down through t h e  a g e s ) ;  
t h i s  much-loved man - Je sus ;  
t h i s  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  woman; 
t h i s  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  man. 

I wonder i f  J e s u s  h e s i t a t e d  a moment before  he spoke t o  he r .  
He was about  t o  walk through and away from long-es tab l i shed ,  
deeply roo t ed  t r a d i t i o n s  and customs, t i g h t l y  bound-up wi th  
o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  and c u l t u r e .  He moved wi th  g r e a t  s e n s i t i v i t y  



with t h i s  woman bu t  he d i d  move. He seems t o  have dec ided  
e a r l y  i n  h i s  l i f e  t h a t  peop le  a r e  f a r  more impor tan t  t h a n  t h e  
r u l e  and customs of o rgan i sed  r e l i g i o n s .  
So he spoke t o  h e r ,  a s k i n g  f o r  something.  

And she  responded,  i n  amazement, 
"You c a n ' t  do t h i s !  I t ' s  n o t  a l lowed!"  

Maybe J e s u s  laughed a  l i t t l e  a s  he s a i d ,  
"Well . . . . . . i f  you on ly  knew how much t h e  p resence  of Go6 is 
i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  (of  r i s k )  f o r  me, and i f  you knew who I am, 
maybe you 'd  a s k  me and perhaps  I ' d  be a b l e  t o  g i v e  you something 
too" .  

I f  o n l y  we knew who i s  a s k i n g  
when t h e  poor a s k ,  
maybe we'd a s k  them 
and maybe t h e y  cou ld  g i v e  u s  a  b l e s s i n g .  
I f  o n l y  we knew who i s  a s k i n q :  
t h e  s t r a n g e r ,  t h e  f o r e i g n e r ,  t h e  o u t s i d e r ,  
t h e  hungry, homeless,  l a n d l e s s ,  needy o n e s ,  
t h e  oppressed.  
I f  we knew . . . . . . 
We could a s k  them and t h e y  cou ld  g i v e  u s  a  b l e s s i n g  

I l e a r n e d  t h i s  through an i n c i d e n t  i n  my own l i f e .  I was pray-  
i n g  i n  a  smal l  c h a p e l ,  i n  a  poor ,  i n n e r - c i t y  a r e a  of Sydney, 
when an a b o r i g i n a l  man came i n .  H i s  name is Harold .  H e  i s  
very  poor and s l i g h t l y  menta l ly  handicapped. He s a t  b e s i d e  me, 
looked a t  my b r e v i a r y  and s a i d ,  "You g o t  a b l e s s i n g  i n  t h a t  
book f o r  me, S i s . ? "  "Sure ,  Haro ld" ,  I s a i d  and q u i c k l y  found a  
psalm of b l e s s i n g  and r e a d  it over  him. We s a t  t h e r e  q u i e t l y  
and I f e l t  good. I ' d  b l e s s e d  Harold and every th ing  was i n  
o r d e r ,  j u s t  a s  it should  be. But Harold seemed t o  be w a i t -  
i n g  f o r  something,  expec t ing  something. I had no i d e a  what 
it was, n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t .  Then Harold e n l i g h t e n e d  me, 
"Don't  you want me t o  r e a d  one f o r  you?",  he asked.  

I was s tunned .  I t  h a d n ' t  e n t e r e d  my head. I was unconsc ious ly  
s a y i n g ,  "Harold ,  you h a v e n ' t  rjot a  bucket ;  you h a v e n ' t  g o t  a 

- -- 
wel l  f u l l  of b l e s s i n g s " .  

I d i d n ' t  know him a t  a l l .  

But he d i d  b l e s s  me and it i s  t h e  most memorable b l e s s i n g  of 
my l i f e .  
The woman i11.d a s k  - "Give me t h i s  v i a t r r . .  . . . . . " 
And we know what happened. 



I n  t h e  end s h e  bacme a  miss ionary .  She knew e x a c t l y  what t o  do  t o  
b r i ng  t h e  whole town o u t  t o  J e s u s  and s h e  d i d n ' t  need a  d i s c i p l e  t o  
go  wi th  h e r  t o  make s u r e  s h e  d i d  it r i g h t .  
She knew, t o o ,  how t o  l e a v e  t h e  people  t o  have t h e i r  own 
exper ience  o f  J e s u s  - t o  f i n d  o u t  about  him f o r  themselves .  
She is such a  f abu lous  woman! She p l a y s  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  r o l e  i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of s a l v a t i o n  and t hen  s h e  van i she s  s o  r a p i d l y  
from t h e  scene.  

Yet s h e  i s  p r e s e n t .  

Her s e c r e t  is c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of women ........... and of 
men . .. ... .. down th rough  t h e  ages ,  
till today ,  
till h e r e  and now. 

And s h e  h a s n ' t  f i n i s h e d  speaking y e t .  
There  i s  a  l o t  more s h e  wants t o  s ay  ..... t h i s  woman. 

She can t e a c h  us  something about  t h e  joy of t h a t  l i v i n g  
water ,  sp r i ng ing  up t o  l i f e  e t e r n a l .  
and s h e  can  t e a c h  u s  
about  t h e  s t reams  of s i l e n t  t e a r s  
behind t h e  c r y :  
"Give us  t h i s  water ........". 



A M)DERATOR'S MEDITATION 

Michael F i t z g e r a l d ,  P A .  

Some people  have asked me: "What i s  your impress ion of t h i s  
meeting? What view d o  you g e t  from t h e  "h igh  t a b l e " ?  To my mind t h i s  
SEDOS Seminar has been more of a  c e l e b r a t i o n  t h a n  a  s t udy ,  but  a  
c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  which c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  have been f e l t .  

We have been speaking much about  t h e  poor ,  and we know t h a t  
"b l e s sed  a r e  t h e  poor" .  We c e r t a i n l y  cannot  say t h a t  we a r e  poor ,  but  
w~ can r ecogn i s e  t h a t  we a r e  b lessed .  O r  a t  l e a s t  we a r e  lucky.  

Lucky wi th  t h e  weather.  We have had no snow, and even some sun.  

W e  have enjoyed p a s t a ,  p o t a t o e s  and r i c e ;  sambuca and sco tch .  

We have sung songs of p r a i s e  and songs of fun ,  and heard  melodies  
t i n g e d  wi th  c e l t i c  sadness .  

We have prayed t o g e t h e r  andp l ayed  t o g e t h e r ,  and t o g e t h e r  we have 
worked and worr ied .  

We have s t r ugg l ed  t o  communicate: 

an Indonesian has  spoken Dutch 
t h e  Dutch have spoken French 
t h e  French have expressed  themselves  i n  I t a l i a n  
and t h e  I t a l i a n s  i n  Engl i sh  
Engl ish-speakers  have been heard i n  Spanish 
and Spanish-speakers i n  Engl i sh!  

W e  have s t r u g g l e d ,  wi th  joy,  perhaps  
w i t h  enthusiasm,  I t h i n k  s o  
wi th  commitment, c e r t a i n l y  
( t h e  smal l  group mee t ingswerea lways  we l l  a t t e n d e d )  

s ea r ch ing  f o r  i n s i g h t s ,  and c r i t e r i a ,  
moving, w i th  q u e s t i o n s ,  towards  and i31sive paradigm. 

W e  have met marve l lous  women 

i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of I nd i a  
i n  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  "Malvinas" 
a t  t h e  wel l  of Samaria 

W e  have f e l t  t h e  f o r c e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n ,  but  we have a l s o  seen t h e  
power of t h e  f o r c e s  of l i f e ,  

i n  s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  workers a s  t h e y  s t r u g g l e  t o  have 
t h e i r  d i g n i t y  r e spec t ed  

i n  t h e  v i t a l i t y  of young churches ,  and t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  
of t h e  Gospel 



i n  t h e  theology of people -- fo r  t h e  people, systematised 
by t h e  & t o r s  who remain - p a r t  of t h e  people. 

W c  have met l ibe ra ted  pr isoners ,  but we have discovered t h a t  we 
a r e  s t i l l  pr isoners  ourselves.  

Have we talked about j u s t i c e  and evangelisat ion? 

I f e e l  r a t h e r  t h a t  we have been inv i t ed  t o  examine community and 
ca l l ed  t o  conversion. 

We have ce lebra ted ,  confessing our weaknesses, but professing our 
f a i t h  i n  t h e  Lord of s t rength .  

Our celebra t ion  i s  ended. Let u s  go bearing peace. 
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Via Adcla ide  R i s t o r i ,  26 SSC 
00197 ROMA 

SA S r .  C h r i s t i n e  Middelhoff 
S r .  Suzanne Le Gal 

SSC 
S r .  Marion C a r a b o t t  

V i l l a  Vecchia - Via F r a s c a t i  4 5  
00040 MONTEPORZIO CATONE 

SHCJ 
SC J Fr .  P e t e r  Sanders  

Fr .  Jacques  S t e f f e n  
Via Casa le  S. P i o  V.20 
001h5 ROMA 

SCMM-M S r .  Godel ieve Prove 
SSND 

S r .  Denise E l l i o t  
4 1  Chatsworth  Gardens 
Acton 
London W3 9LP. ENGLAND 

pry  Anthony Smit 
Via d e l l a  P i sana  1111 
00163 ROMA 

F r .  Kenneth I .  Macaulay 
2685 Kingston Road, 
Scarborough - O n t a r i o  
CANADA 

F r .  W i l l  Van Frankenhui j sen  
Via d e l l a  Nocet ta  111 
00164 ROMA 

Fr  . Joseph  E l s e n e r  
CH 6405 I m e n s e e  
S w i t z e r l a n d  

6 r .  Margaret  S l a u g h t e r  
Via C a s s i a  1243 
00189 ROMA 

S r .  Maria C a r ~ d a d  
Via d e l l a  Carni l lur :~  id ' > ' > I  
011135 ROMA 

S r .  J u l i a n a  O ' N c i l l ~  
Columban S i s t e r s  
Magheramore, 
Co. Wicklow, I r e l a n d  

Fr . Bernard CLeary 
Grange Road, Dondghm~dc, 
Raheny, 
Dubl in  13 (IRELAND) 

F r .  Wil l iam H a l l i d e n  
F r .  N i a l l  O 'Brien 
Corso T r i e s t e ,  57 
00198 ROMA 

S r .  C a r o l i n e  Conway 
Casa G e n e r a l i z i a  
Via d e l l a  M a g l i a n e i l a ,  175 
00166 ROMA 

S r .  P a t r l c l a  F r o s t  
S r .  Laura Jean  Spa6't tl 
Vla d o l l a  S t a z l o n e  A l i r v I  ~ a ,  I 

00165 ROMA 



S V D  F r .  Herman W i j t t e p  
P r .  J o y  Thomas 
F r .  P i o  E s t e p a  

V i a  dei V e r b i t i  1 
00154 ROMA 

SX F r .  F r a n c e s c o  Mar in i  
Viale Va t i cano .  4 0  

Fr., L!Abke Bekasa 
V i a  Urbano V I I I ,  16  
00165 ROMA 

IEME F r .  V i n c e n t  Abad 

F r .  J e s u s  P l a n n e l l s  

QOlG5 ROMA 

TOR Fr . Thomas P a n i c a r u p a r a m p i l  
V i d  d e i  F o r i  I m p e r i a l i  1 
00186 ROMA MXY 

SSS ST. Maureen F lood  
1 4 5 ,  V i a  A u r e l i a ,  
7OMA. 

M D I  

SEDOS F r .  W i l l i e  J e n k i n s o n .  CSSp. 
( E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y )  
F r .  Leo P a u l  N o b e r t ,  OM1 ( T r e a s u r e r )  
Miss. J a c i n t h a  A l a g i a h  

Cal le  F a r r a r  d e l  R io  f7-I 
20028 Madrid 
SPAIN 

F r .  Gus tavo  M e j i a  C. 
Apar t ado  Aereo 
3309 M e d e l l i n  
COLUMBIA 

Sr  . A n g e l i c a  Fernancles 

V i a  Thomasso S a l v i n i  1 0  
00197 ROMA. 

V i a  d e i  V e r b i t i ,  1 
00154 ROMA 




