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News : - 

SEDOS Seminar: Mission and Refugees, O c t .  31, 1984: Ninety p a r t i c i p a n t s  
a t tended t h e  Seminar 

including t e n  Ethiopian refugees  - a small representa t ion  of more than  
f i f t e e n  hundred a t  present  i n  Rome. The f i l m  SANCTUARY served t o  high- 
l i g h t  many of t h e  dominant i s s u e s  involved i n  t h e  refugee s i t u a t i o n  in 
t h e  w r l d  to-day and was t h e  h a s i s  f o r  t h e  day ' s  s tudy and meditation. 

SANCTUARY, w r i t t e n  produced and d i r e c t e d  by James Beckett,  i s  t h e  
copyrighted proper ty  of t h e  W.C.C. I t  i s  a dramatic and thoughtfu l  
f i lm  s u i t a b l e  f o r  worship o r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  a s  well a s  f o r  many 
kinds of educat ional  and ecumenical gatherings.  I t s  screening time, 
j u s t  under one hour, f a c i l i t a t e s  a wide poss ib le  use. 

We thank t h e  W.C.C. s i n c e r e l y  f o r  making t h i s  f i lm  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
SEDOS f o r  t h e  Seminar and f o r  p r i v a t e  screening t o  groups i n  Rome 
during these  weeks. 

Maryknoll - Congratulat ions t o  Fr. B i l l  Boteler  who has j u s t  been 
e l ec ted  Superior  General of t h e  Maryknoll Fa thers  and 
Brothers .  He has been working i n  Bolivia.  

Coming Events: 

SEWS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY and SEMINAR 
on MISSION and URBANISATION 

Tuesday, December 11, 9.30 - 18.00 hrs .  
Generalate  of t h e  Brothers  of t h e  Chr i s t i an  
Schools, 476, Via Aurelia.  

Those wishing t o  borrow SANCTUARY p lease  con tac t  Fr. Dieter 
Scholtz ,  SJ, a t  Borgo Santo S p i r i t o , 3  (Tel.  65.69.841) o r  SEWS ). 



Dieter Scholtz ,  SJ. 

(The Seminar opened with the screening of the  f i l m  "Sanctuary". 
Dieter Scholtz presented t h i s  short introduction t o  the f i l m ) .  

During t h e  p a s t  two weeks o r  so t h e  Gospel readings of t h e  
l i t u r g y  were taken from those  Chapters of Luke where he challenges 
u s  t o  be a l e r t  and responsive t o  t h e  s igns  of t h e  time and t o  l ea rn ,  
thi- ugh a deepening of our f a i t h ,  how t o  i n t e r p r e t  them. 

In one of t h e  readings l a s t  week we heard Jesus  t e l l  t he  people 
of h i s  own day: "When vou see  a cloud looming up i n  t h e  w e s t  you 
say a t  once t h a t  r a i n  i s  coming, and so  it does. And when the  
wind is from t h e  south you say it w i l l  be hot ,  and it is. Hypocrites! 
You know how t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  face  of  t h e  e a r t h  and t h e  sky. How 
i s  it you do not know how t o  i n t e r p r e t  these  times. Why not  judge 
f o r  yourselves what i s  r igh t "?  (LK 12:54-57). 

I th ink few people would d isagree  t h a t  among t h e  s igns  of our 
t ime a r e  the evergrowing a r sena l s  of nuclear weapons, t h e  refugees 
and famine on a s c a l e  not known previously a t  any time during our 
century. 

Jesus c a l l s  u s  t o  read these  s igns  and judge what i s  r i g h t .  
The c a l l  i s  addressed t o  us,  not  t o  somebody e l s e .  We a r e  ca l l ed  
t o  l e a r n  t o  i n t e r p r e t  these  s igns ,  t o  judge and t o  a c t .  Perhaps 
w e  a r e  sometimes too  quick t o  blame o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  events  r e l a t e d  
with t h e  s igns  of our time, j u s t  a s  Jesus '  contemporaries thought 
t h e  Galileans who were murdered by P i l a t e  i n  t h e  p r e c i n c t s  of t h e  
temple while o f fe r ing  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s ,  o r  t h e  18 persons who were 
k i l l e d  when t h e  tower of Siloam collapsed,  must have commited a 
se r ious  wrong t o  offend God and incur h i s  wrath. "No, says Jesus  t o  
h i s  l i s t e n e r s ,  look a t  yourselves: unless  you repent  you w i l l  a l l  
pe r i sh  a s  they did' '  (LP 13:3) .  

~t is i n  t h i s  context  of accepting t h e  Lord's c a l l  t o  conversion 
t h a t  we propose t o  look a t  t h e  world refugee prcblem of our day. The 
complex human problems and t h e  l e g a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  involved 
w i l l  be presented t o  u s  in t h e  f i lm e n t i t l e d  'SANCTUARY'. But t h e  
purpose of our meeting i s  no t  t o  analyse t h e  world refugee problem in  
a detached and t e c h n i c a l  way, i n  t h e  manner, f o r  example, i n  which a 
l a rge  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  refugee agency w i t h  s a l a r i e d  employees might look 
a t  it t o  devise  s t r a t e g i e s  of fund r a i s i n g ,  t ranspor t iny  foods, 
negot ia t ing  rese t t lement  programmes, and so on. I n  t h a t  approach t h e  
individual  refugee is  always i n  danger of becoming t h e  commodity of 
a  big mul t ina t ional  company. Rather, we s h a l l  t r y  t o  see  t h i s  human 
tragedy a s  an appeal and a challenge t o  us: 

What  does the refugee problem, i t s  existence and continu- 
ing growth, say about us os members of the Church and as  
r e l i g ia i s?  



A p r i e s t  w r k i n g  with refugees i n  a western country recen t ly  
sa id :  "The Church has been absent from t h i s  work and so noticeably 
absent f o r  so long that most refugees I meet a r e n ' t  even aware that 
t h e r e  i s a  Church" (F'r. David Myers, S.J.).  

The focal  p i n t  of t h e  f i lm 'SANCTUARY' 1s a family which has 
been compelled t o  f l e e  home and country. The s t o r y  shows what happens 
t o  each of t h e  family members a s  refugees. The individual  destinies 
of t h i s  family reveal  what being a refugee is a c t u a l l y  l i k e .  
Throughout t h e  s to ry  t h e  refuqee problem is addressed a s  a quest ion 
t o  t h e  Church, 

The f i lm was named 'SANCTUARY' f o r  severa l  reasons. F i r s t ,  t h e  
name reminds us of a church, a holy place where God's name is invoked 
and h i s  au thor i ty  proclaimed in  worship. But t h e  same word a l s o  
means a place  of refuge and protec t ion,  a concept which has relevance 
f o r  c e r t a i n  refugees today, In  response t o  t h e  v u l n e t a b i l i t y  of such 
refugees, many churches have decided t o  unify t h e  dual  meaning of 
sanctuary so t h a t  t h e i r  buildings serve a s  p laces  of worship 
protec t ion,  thus  demonstrating t h a t  love of  God and love of n e i g h b u r  
a r e  inseparable. In a much wider sense, the  name of t h e  f i lm a l s o  
ind ica tes  what a l l  uprooted, homeless people a r e  i n  search of: a 
sa fe  haven, a place where, out  of danger, they can begin t h e  d i f f i c u l t  
process of reordering t h e i r  l ives .  

'SANCTUARY' shows f i v e  fami l i e s  from var ious  p a r t s  of t h e  w r l d  
whose s t o r i e s  unfold i n  d i f f e r e n t  geographical se t t ings .  Yet d e s p i t e  
these d i f fe rences ,  the  s t o r y  is r e a l l y  about j u s t  one family. Seeing 
t h e  'same' family in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  world euphasizes t h e  
global  nature of t h e  refugee c r i s i s  and t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  refugees 
everywhere have i n  common. 

- 
The f i lm was followed by a period of s i l e n t  meditation. 

SUMMARY OF THE M A I N  ISSUES 

Dieter  Scholtz then summarised t h e  main i s sues  ra ised  in  t h e  
f i lm and suggested some ques t io r~s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  and discuss ion 
r e l a t i n g  t o  these issues. The focus of these quest ions throughout 
was: 

What does the  ex is tence  of the  refugee tragedy mean for me? 
What options do I h u e  t o  make i n  judgement and action? 

"Sanctuary" begins i n  Central  America. It por t rayes  a t y p i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  showing why people becone refugees, why they take  t h e  hard 
decieion t o  l ea rn  homo and undergo the  dargerous escape t o  nafety. 
When a t  t h e  very beginning the  fa the r  t a l k s  about only wanting t o  
l i v e  t h e i r  own l ives ,  he speaks not onlyformony Latin Americans but 
a l so  f o r  mult i tudes of people i n  near ly  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  world who 
have been compelled t o  abandon t h e i r  home and seek s a f e t y  elsewhere. 



The scene now s h i f t s  t o  Africa and por t r ays  t h e  problems t h a t  count- 
l e s s  refugees face  upon a r r i v a l  i n  a 

s a f e  haven: how t o  meet t h e i r  immediate survival  needs f o r  heal th ,  
sustenance and she l t e r .  Then, once these  needs have been met, new 
problems came t o  t h e  fore.  R e c e n t l y s r i v e d  refugees t y p i c a l l y  f e e l  
an acute  sense of l o s s ,  of i s o l a t i o n ,  of resentment and confusion 
a t  t h e i r  new and unfamil iar  surroundings. Everything is suddenly 
d i f f e r e n t :  t h e  l o c a l  people, t h e  food, the landscape, t h e  language, 
t h e  p lace  where they l i v e .  

S e t  i n  t h e  Middle East  t h e  next sequence shows t h e  e f f e c t  on people 
who l i v e  f o r  prolonged per iods  i n  camps. I t  

is  a deplorable  f a c t  t h a t  mi l l ions  of refugees, a f t e r  t h e i r  d a i l y  
needs a r e  cared f o r ,  have l i t t l e  more t o  do with t h e i r  time than 
wait and hope. To r e t u r n  home is t h e  most stubborn hope, but with time 
t h i s  may give way t o  t h e  chance of taking up l i f e  anew i n  t h e  country 
of asylum o r ,  a s  shown i n  t h i s  sequence, i n  some t h i r d  country. And 
then,  paradoxical ly,  i f  t h e  opportunity t o  leave does occur, t h e  
depar ture  i t s e l f  may pose painful  dilemmas even d iv id ing  famil ies .  

The f i lm moves t o  a Western country: Many refugees have d i f f i c u l t i e s  
when they at tempt to move ac ross  

borders, even legal ly .  That people leave home with various,  mixed 
motives i s  evident  here: t h e  problem faced by border and immigration 
o f f i c i a l s  a s  well a s  refugee-determination-boards, is t o  take  decis ions  
on which of t h e  app l i can t s  a r e  t r u e  refugees. The ambiguit ies ,  t h e  
d i f fe rences  i n  meanings, t h e  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  t h a t  may charac te r i ze  t h e  
determination of refugee s t a t u s  a r e  brought o u t  here,  thus  i l l u s t r a t i n g  
t h e  extreme d i f f i c u l t y  of having a f a i r ,  ob jec t ive  way of deciding 
who i s  and who is not  a refugee. 

Culture Shock: Suddenly having t o  cope with l i f e  i n  a new and con- 
p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  place i s  what t h i s  sequence is 

about. We experience t h i s  ' c u l t u r e  shock' through t h e  eyes of t h e  
Indochinese mother a s  she makes a f i r s t  few encounters with Western 
cu l tu re .  A l l . t h e  th ings  of d a i l y  l i f e  a r e  s t range  and confusing f o r  
her  and f o r  count less  o the r  refugees i n  s imi la r  s i tua t ions .  It i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  we f ind  more humour in these  s i t u a t i o n s  than new refugees 
do- u n t i l  we  remember t h a t  pu t t ing  t o  the  t e s t  our own a b i l i t y  to 
cope i n  t o t a l l y  a l i e n  circumstances might well be more amusing t o  
o t h e r s  than ourselves.  

Sponsorship and Sanctuary: Two ways i n  which Churches today a r e  a s s i s t -  
ing  refuqees. The f i n a l  sequence of the  f i lm 

examines t h e  quest ion of sanctuary, an -u rgen t  i s s u e  now facing many 
churches. The hea r t  of t h e  mat ter  fo r  these  churches l i e s  i n  t h e  
reasons f o r  grant ing  o r  not  granting refuge and p ro tec t ion  to un- 
documented persons seeking asylum i n  t h e i r  church buildings. What 
should be t h e  churches' response when faced with such persons on t h e i r  
doorstep? Both Jews and Chr i s t i ans  have a long t r a d i t i o n  of sanctuary, 
one that has evolved a t  d i f f e r e n t  times and p laces  and under varying 
circumstances. In t h e  sequence showing the  church council  d iscuss ion,  
t h e  Lnslc quest ion i s  ra i sed  whether circumstances i n  t h a t  t ime and 
place  j u s t i f y  g iv ing sanctuary t o  t h e  refugee seeking it. Serious 
l e g a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  humanitarian - and u l t ima te ly  theological-  
ques t ions  a r e  involved i n  t h i s  debate, and fo rce fu l  arguments can be 



made in support of d i f f e r i n g  p o i n t s  of view. 

This i s  not  a subjec t  on which Christians speak with one voice, 
but it i s  one which commands a t t e n t i o n  and decis ion  by Chr i s t i ans  
and t h e i r  churches because t h e  l i v e s  of many people a t  r i s k  a r e  
immediately a t  s take.  Towards t h e  end of t h e  f i lm t h e  f a t h e r ,  now 
re-united with h i s  wife, spends night  in t h e  same church q u a r t e r s  
o c c u ~ i e d  by t h e  refugee who was allowed t o  s t a y  by decis ion  of  t h e  
church council .  Exemplified here a r e  two ways i n  which churches 
today a r e  a s s i s t i n g  refugees: by SPONSORSHIP and by o f f e r i n g  
SANCTUARY. The c los ing scene of s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  refugee who 
was being aMucted by t w o  unident i f ied  men reminds u s  again t h a t  
even i n  a supposedly s a f e  haven, a refugee ' s  exis tence  can be a 
precarious one. L i f e  is of course hazardous f o r  many o t h e r  people, 
but what t h i s  f i lm emphasizes a r e  t h e  spec ia l  r i s k s  t o  which 
refugees may be exposed - men women and chi ldren  f r a n  a l l  over t h e  
w r l d  who have been forced t o  leave  t h e i r  homes. 

A COMMENT FROM A PARTICIPANT 

A group such a s  SEDOS has  a p r iv i l eged  knowledge of t h e  needs of refu-  
gee& In  addi t ion  t o  sustenance what they ask f o r  above a l l  i s  
people o r  persons with whom they can speak a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e i r  deep 
human and s p i r i t u a l  concerns. Missionaries have t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  
more than most o t h e r s  y e t  the  number who a c t u a l l y  move with refugee 
people i s  not  g r e a t .  

H e  worked f o r  some years  i n  Zambia with, among o the r s ,  Angolan 
refugees and recounted t h e  following inc ident .  He ce lebra ted  Mass 
one Sunday i n  a camp and ta lked with the  refugees d iscuss ing t h e i r  
immediate needs and t h e i r  p lans  and hopes f o r  t h e  fu ture .  Clean 
dr inking m t e r ,  seeds f o r  p lant ing ,  hea l th  c a r e  and help f o r  modest 
housing. These and many o the r  problems were discussed. F i n a l l y  he 
asked then what ms t h e i r  deepest  need in  t h e  camp? There was 
s i l ence  f o r  a few moments and then one of  t h e  refugees answered 
simply "John 10.15!" 

Back a t  h i s  comfortable headquarters he read and pondered t h e  
reference t o  John which had taken him completely by surpr ise .  "I am 
t h e  good shepherd! I know my own and my own know me,. . The 
good shepherd i s  one who l a y s  down h i s  l i f e  fo r  h i s  sheep. The hired 
man, s ince  he is n o t  t h e  shephert? abandons t h e  sheep and runs away 
a s  soon a s  he sees  a wolf coming".... 

How many have moved with t h e i r  people? How many have l e t  them 
be sca t t e red?  How many a r e  prepared t o  share t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  refugees 
i n  t h e  camps? To s t a y  with t h e i r  people? 

Kevin Doheny, CSSp. 



YCUR CMWWJY AND THE REXIGEES 

Joseph Jansen, S.M. 

This t e x t  o f  a suhnission made t o  the  members of h i s  o m  
c o m i t y  mumarises the  points made by Brother Joe a t  the  Seminar. 
He nzs able t o  i l l u s t r a t e  some o f  h i s  points by reference t o  h i s  
Ethiopian friends who were present as  guests. 

On the floor of h is  o f f i c e  a m t t r e s s  i s  placed every night.  
There, one of h i s  refugee friends sleeps. Two o f  the  young refugee 
guests present a t  the Seminar would s?eep that  night i n  a park a s  
the Central Railway S ta t ion  has become too  dangeroue because o f  
continuous police checks. Two refugees who were detained there 
recent ly  by the  police were found t o  be without docwnats  and were 
given not ice  t o  leave I t a l y  within seven days. Where w i l l  they go? 
Since the  onset ' o f ' t h e  cold wether Joe has supplied twenty sleeping 
bags already t h i s  year t o  refugees who sleep out.  But these were 
only exanples o f  the  needs mat ioned i n  h i s  t a l k  and detailed i n  
h i s  paper. 

What can a r e l i g i o u s  do about t h e  refugee problem? That 
depends. I t  depends on what you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  accomplish. Are you 
t r y i n g  t o  f e e l  b e t t e r  o r  t o  he lp  t h e  refugees? 

To t h e  exasperat ion of t h e  refugees  (and t h e  poor, i n  g e n e r a l ) ,  
t h e  focus o f t e n  remains on our g u i l t ,  no t  on t h e i r  needs. Frequently 
we ask  "How can we s t o p  f e e l i n g  g u i l t y ? "  not  "How can we he lp  t h i s  
person o r  these  individuals?"  Two very d i f f e r e n t  ques t ions  k i t h  
very d i f f e r e n t  responses. 

The f i r s t  quest ion wants t o  know how we can "buy o f f "  t h e  
refugees  s o  they w i l l  leave u s  alone. The second ques t ion  seeks  t o  
"buy in to"  t h e  refugee problem. It looks f o r  an  entrance,  not an 
e x i t .  I t  looks  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  not  t o  ourselves.  

What can a community do? It depends on whether it wants t o  & 
o f f  o r  buy i n t o  t h e  need a t  i ts  door. The i n t e n t i o n  makes a l l  t h e  - 
d i f f e r e n c e .  

In  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of a community's response, it may be 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  what t h e  goal  is. Prayer se rv ices ,  donations,  .hand- 
o u t s  of money/fgod/clothing, i n t e n t i o n s  a t  Mass, conferences....... 
These could be f i r s t  s t e p s  o r  l a s t  s t eps .  In some communities, t h e  
mere mention of "refugees" marks t h e  dawning of a new awarenessof  
~ d ' s  demand f o r  j u s t i c e . .  . and c h a r i t y .  Other communities f r eqyen t ly  
t a l k  about t h e  refugee problem, but it only masks t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
concre te ly  they  do  nothing. 

There ' s  no b l u e p r i n t  for  what a r e l i g i o u s  cmununity could o r  
should do about t h e  refugee chal lenge  i n  Rome. We a r e  not  asked f o r  
a new answer, nor f 3 r  a complete answer. We a r e  asked t o  adopt a new 
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a new a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  problem and, more e s p e c i a l l y ,  
toward t h e  persons invovlved. 



When Grl  g e t s  u s  proper ly  o r i en ted  t o  t h e  refugee  s i t u a t i o n  
(and t o  t h e  refugee pe r son! ) ,  we w i l l  f i nd  ourse lves  a longside  t h e  
poor, not  a tove  them. We w i l l  l i s t e n  more....to t h e  refugee,  t o  
t h e  poor, t o  those responding t o  t h e  needy, and above a l l  t o  Gcd 's  
d a i l y  word, and t o  Mary's maternal urqings. S e n s i t i v e  l i s t e n i n g  
w i l l  he1.p u s  t o  e n t e r  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  walk i n  t h e i r  shoes, t o  
f e e l  what they  f e e l ,  i n  shor t  t o  :be a .  refugee ( a t  l e a s t  v i c a r i o u s l y )  
Thus, t h e  refugees  evangelize us.  They help  u s  i n ' t h e  ,dp,going 
process  of conversion. 

The refugees  ( t h e  needy?) w i l l  he lp ,  u s  s e e  o p ~  : t u n i t i e s  where 
we saw only  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i P s ,  They w i l l  he lp  u s  c r e a t e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  where we f e l t  only ob l iga t ions .  :.We w i l l  d iscover s t r e n g t h  
where we saw only  powerlessness. - We w i l l ,  f ind  f r i e n d s  where we 
experienced only  i s o l a t i o n .  In  s h o r t ,  we w i l l  have b u i l t  a  bridge, 
no t  a  wall.  We w i l l  have becme b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  
human family  with God a s  our Father .  

WHAT SOtwIE COhDlUNITIES (OR PERSONS) ARE DOING I N  ROME 

- teaching English,  French, g d i t a r ,  a r t ,  Bible  ... usua l ly  small groups 
o r  even one-to-one; 

- providing h a  s ing  (and sometimes meals) €or 1 ,  2 o r  more.. ; 

- helping serve  food a t  t h e  J e s u i t  Refugee Center (Via A s t a l l i  14A) 
between 7 and 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday) 

beinq presen t  itl t h e  A s t a l l i  Center one n igh t  a  week simply t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  refugees ,  o r  p lay  c a r d s  o r  checkers . . .es tabl i sh  r e -  
l a t i o n s h i p s ;  

- saving l e f t -over  food f o r  A s t a l l i  Center ,  o r  groups of refugees. . .  
and g e t t i n g  t h e s e  l e f t - o v e r s  t o  them; o r  them t o  the  l e f t -overs ;  

- making a once-a-week communitarian s a c r i f i c e  (no d e s s e r t ,  no 
"apper i t ivo" )  and using t h e  money t h u s  saved t o  buy food fo r  t h e  
refugees;  

- Contr ibut ing  used c l o t h i n g  ( e s p e c i a l l y  urgent  i n  w i n t e r ) ;  

- donating English paperbacks and magazines t o  t h e  l i t t l e  " lending 
l i b r a r y "  t h e  refugees  have s t a r t e d  ( A s t a l l i ) ;  

- o f f e r i n g  Sunday "supper" ( o r  even l a t e  af ternoon t e a )  t o  some 
refugees  ( d a i l y  b reakfas t  and Sunday supper u s u a l l y  do not  e x i s t  
f o r  t h e  refugees)  ; 

- organizing soccer games and o the r  s p o r t s  (usua l ly  between s tudents /  
seminarians and t h e  r e fugees ) ;  

- f a s t i n g  ( v o l u n t a r i l y )  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  refugees  who f a s t  
( i n v o l u n t a r i l y )  ; 

- organizing a l i t t l e  t r i p  t o  t h e  O s t i a  Lido fo r  a  s w j m  (during t h e  
summer) ; 

- praying with t h e  refugees  i n  small p r a y e r g r o u p s ;  

- providing a P.O. Box fo r  refuqee mail...and p r o v i d ~ r q  stamps for  
t h e i r  l e t t e r s  t o  family and f r i e n d s ;  

- permit t ing  refugees  t o , t a k e  warm showers (some p resen t  "dwellings" 



(This page 381, was missing from t h e  l a s t  i s sue  of t h e  381 

SEDOS Bul le t in  1984/No.17. We regre t  t h e  e r r o r ) .  
have l i t t l e  o r  no bathing f a c i l i t i e s ) ;  

- being guide f o r  a  small group v i s i t  t o  St .  P e t e r ' s  Catacombs, 
museums.. . ; - arranging f o r  t h e  refugees t o  a t t end  d i f f e r e n t  forms of en te r t a in -  
ment, f o r  example t h e  Circus; - providing refugees with " t i cke t s"  f o r  the  Pope's weekly audiences: - providing a refugee (or  seve ra l  with a monthly bus " tessera"  (very 
important t o  them); 

- permit t ing t h e  r e f u g e e a r o u s e  d i f f e r e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  from t ime t o  
time: a  soccer f i e l d ,  a  swimming pool,  a  basketbal l  court. . . .  - donating money f o r  t h e  running of t h e  J e s u i t  Refugee Center o r  
f o r  the  heeds of Car i t a s ;  

- providing a sponsor f o r  a  refugee who is moving on t o  t h e  USA o r  
Canadat 

- helping a refugee t o  prdcess h i s  papers with a Refugee Agency o r  
t o  dea l  with an Embassy. 

A ROLE FOR lNI'EF3WICNAL F3LtGIOUS CCtXZEGWICNS 
IN THE CU)HU) K3'KEE SITJATION 

P a t r i c i a  F ros t ,  SSIW 

This is a .sununary of  the presentation mndy by S i s t e r  Patricia. 

A s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  congregations, it i s  important f o r  
u s  t o  r e s p n d  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  of refugees  on many l eve l s .  We have 
already spoken of t h e  responses of r e l i g i o u s  men and women here i n  
Rome who have found t h a t  giving of our personal and f i n a n c i a l  resources  
t o  t h e  refugees has been, in  f a c t ,  a g r e a t  g i f t  t o  us. It has - 
a f fec ted  our own s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  caused u s  t o  change pr ior i t ies . . .one  
cannot work a t  t h e  Centro A s t a l l i  and speak t o  young men who w i l l  
s l eep  outs ide  o r  i n  the  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  t h a t  n ight  without thinking 
se r ious  thoughts a s  one crawls i n t o  one 's  own warm, s a f e  bed. 

We must, however, a t t a c k  t h e  problem on o the r  l e v e l s ,  too. 

Let me quote a  few p e r t i n e n t  statements from "Refugees: The 
Structures o f  a GZobal Just ice  Issue," by Michael Schul the is ,  SJ 
(Center of Concern, 3700 13th St. NE, Washington, D.C. 20017). He 
asks,  "How do these  poor r e l a t e  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  g lobal  c r i s e s  of t h e  
1980's? Are they inc idei l ta l  t o  o r  a  product of t h e  present  world 
system? Are they not  "a s ign ,"  an ind ica t ion  of a  more fundamental 
and pervasive d isorder  i n  t h e  w ~ r l d  politicai-economy? And t o  what 
ac t ion  on behalf of j u s t i c e  do they c a l l  us?" 

Father Schu l the i s ' s  t h e s i s  of t h e  a n a l y s i s  offered i n  h i s  paper 
is " t h a t  t h e  main refugee flows i n  the  world today a r e  the  d i r e c t  
o r  i n d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of fo rces  which l i e  ou t s ide  t h e  coun t r i e s  where 



When G Y ~  g e t s  u s  proper ly  o r i en ted  t o  t h e  refugee s i t u a t i o n  
(and t o  t h e  refugee  pe r son! ) ,  we w i l l  f i nd  ourse lves  a longside  t h e  
poor, not above them. He w i l l  l i s t e n  more....to t h e  refugee,  t o  
t h e  poor, t o  those responding t o  the needy, and above a l l  t o  Gbl ' s  
d a i l y  m r d ,  and t o  Mary's maternal  urgings. S e n s i t i v e  l i s t e n i n g  
w i l l  help us t o  e n t e r  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  walk i n  t h e i r  shoes, t o  
f e e l  what t h e y  f e e l ,  i n  s h o r t  t o  be a refugee ( a t  l e a s t  v i c a r i o u s l y )  
Thus, t h e  refugees  evangelize us .  They help  u s  i n  t h e  on-going 
process of conversion. 

The re fugees  ( t h e  needy?) w i l l  he lp  u s  s e e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  where 
we saw only r e s p o n s i b i l i t i @ s ,  They w i l l  he lp  u s  c r e a t e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  where w e  f e l t  on ly  o b l i g a t i o n s .  We w i l l  d i scover  s t r e n g t h  
where we saw only  powerlessness. We w i l l  f ind  f r i e n d s  where we 
experienced only i s o l a t i o n .  In  s h o r t ,  we w i l l  have b u i l t  a  bridge,  
not  a  wall .  We w i l l  have become b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  
human family with God a s  our Father .  

WHAT SOME COMMUNITIES (OR PERSONS) ARE DOING I N  ROME 

- teaching English,  French, g d i t a r ,  a r t ,  Bible  ... u s u a l l y  small groups 
o r  even one-to-one; 

- providing hcusing (and sometimes meals) f o r  1, 2 o r  more.. ; 

- helping serve  food a t  t h e  J e s u i t  Refugee Center (Via A s t a l l i  14A) 
between 7 and 8 p.n. Monday through Saturday) 

heinq p r e s e n t  h t h e  A s t a l l i  Cbnter one n igh t  a  ueek simply t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  refugees ,  or p lay  ca rds  o r  checkers . . .es tabl i sh  r e -  
l a t i o n s h i p s ;  

- saving l e f t -over  food f o r  A s t a l l i  Center ,  o r  groups of refugees..  . 
and g e t t i n g  these  l e f t - o v e r s  t o  them; o r  them t o  the  l e f t -overs ;  

- making a once-a-week communitarian s a c r i f i c e  (no d e s s e r t ,  no 
"apper i t ivo")  and using t h e  money t h u s  saved t o  h y  food for  t h e  
refugees;  

- Contr ibut ing  used c lo th ing  ( e s p e c i a l l y  urgent  i n  w i n t e r ) ;  

- donating English paperbacks and magazines t o  t h e  l i t t l e  " lending 
l i b r a r y "  t h e  refugees  have s t a r t e d  ( A s t a l l i ) ;  

- o f f e r i n g  Sunday "supper" ( o r  even l a t e  af ternoon t e a )  t o  some 
refugees  ( d a i l y  b reakfas t  and Sunday supper u s u a l l y  do not e x i s t  
f o r  t h e  r e f u g e e s ) ;  

- organizing soccer games and o t h e r  s p o r t s  ( u s u a l l y  between s tudents /  
seminarians and t h e  refugees)  ; 

- f a s t i n g  ( v o l u n t a r i l y )  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  refugees  who f a s t  
( i n v o l u n t a r i l y ) ;  

- organizing a l i t t l e  t r i p  t o  t h e  Os t i a  Lido f o r  a  swim (dur ing t h e  
summer) ; 

- praying with t h e  refugees  i n  small prayer groups; 

- providing a P.O. Box f o r  refuqee mail...and providing stamps f o r  
t h e i r  l e t t e r s  t o  family and f r i e n d s ;  

- permi t t ing  refugees  t o  t a k e  warn! showers (some p resen t  "dwellings" 



t h e  refugee  or.iginates." 

He proposes t h a t  "Ef fec t ive  response w i l l  r e q u i r e  not  only 
immediate and ongoing a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the  v ic t ims  but  a l s o  longterm 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of t h e  g lobal  p o l i t i c a l  and economic order ."  

We in  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  congregations know what 'it 
means t o  t r y  t o  communicate ac ross  c u l t u r e s .  We have people prepared,  
who can help  refugees  a d j u s t  o r  who could be missioned t o  fol low 
t h e i r  people "on t h e  move." We have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of being "advocates" 
f o r  those who have no voice. We a r e  ab le  t o  l e a r n  ourse lves  through 
t h e  va r i ed  a c t i v i t i e s  of our own membership. We can network and 
s t r a t e g i z e  ac ross  c u l t u r e s  and m i n i s t r i e s  t o  help o t h e r s  develop 
more open and responsive a t t i t u d e s .  

My hope is t h a t  through t h e  nuturing of  our own i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
cha rac te r ,  we miqht more f u l l y  engage i n  a  more human, a  more 
Chr i s t i an  re - s t ruc tu r ing  of our  world. 

CARITAS ROMA - A CObEI4T 

?he s i t u a t i o n  r t e s e ~ t e d  by Bro. Joe , Jansen  i s  on ly  a f r a c t i o n  
of what c a r i t a s  kecdrds ?howl In f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  1,650 Ethiopian 
refurjees i n  Rome; anit $Mut  2,000 non-Ethiopiane coming from 89 
d i f f e r e n t  countr ies .  Most of them a r e  young people wandering around 
with not t h e  l e a s t  hope of any kind of set t lement.  I f  A c a l l s  B a  
refugee,  B i s  more fo r tuna te  than C ,  who even cannot c a l l  himself o r  
he r se l f  a  refugee.  Most of t h e  people we a r e  dea l ing  with a r e  C s .  

Rome C a r i t a s  i s  over-burdened with t h e  genera l  s i t u a t i o n  which 
i n  f a c t  i s  growing constant ly .  For many years ,  t h i s  has been shared 
with Centres  such a s :  ACSE ( l e d  by Padre Bresc iani ,  MCCJ - a pioneer- 
i n g  c e n t r e  f o r  fo re igners  i n  Rome); t h e  Don Bosco Sales ian  Centre; 
t h e  J e s u i t  Centro A s t a l l i  which c a r e s  f o r  Ethiopians  alone;  and about 
130 r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t e s  and p a r i s h e s  which provide s h e l t e r  f o r  about 
500 Ethiopians.  This  he lp  i s  invaluable.  We need s t i l l  more and we 
would a l s o  apprec ia te  your p rayers  f o r  our continued e f f o r t s .  

Alexius Perera  

Fur ther  information from t h e  Seminar on Refugees w i l l  appear 
i n  t h e  next SEDOS n u l l e t i n  1 s t  December, 1984. 



(hcring his recent v i s i t  t o  Canada Pope John Pact 11 spoke 
forcefutty t o  the C m n i t i e s  i n  Ne~ewfoudtand i n  defence of an 
econcinic order which would safeguard the Livetihood and h n  dignity 
of the w a t t  fieherfotk. On that occasion SEDOS Buttetin /84/No.14) 
quoted an extract fran fris address given eartier in  the year i n  Rome 
to  the FA0 Conference on Fisheries. T h t  Buttstin atso contained a 
selection of  iteme i t tustrat ing the probtems of watt fieherfotk in 
to-day ' 8  ~ 0 ~ 2 d r  

The  foL\&ing Letter written t o  t k n m b e r s  of the Medicat 
Missionary Sceters sbws  how m e n  i h  mieswn, who take t o  heart the 
racticaL consequences of  LDunssts a b u t  defending leuhon rfghts  a d  

$sic justice, are faced d t h  perdonut a d  cmmiunity decisione which 
can Lead t o  great suffering and anguish. I t  i s  not only i n  Latin 
America that impluccabte opposition to e f f o r t s  a t  improving the to t  
o f  the poor are met with. Tkis Letter concerns the e f for ts  of Sisters 
to ccme t o  the defense of the m t t  fisherfotk of Kmak  - acknow- 
ledged to  be anmng Id ' ia ' s  poorest people with whom the Sisters Live.) 

- July, 1984. 

"In Kerala, our S i s t e r s  have lived and mrked among the Tradi- 
t ional  Fisherpeople in the vi l lages  of Poothura and Mampally fo r  
a b u t  seven years. During t h i s  time they have entered deeply in to  
cMrmunity with these people and have worked with them t o  t r y  t o  
transform the unjust s i tuat ion which a f f ec t s  them. 

Hindus, h s l i m s ,  Christians : These t radi t ional  f isherpeople, composed 
mainly of Hindus and Muslims, with a few 

pockets of Christians,  a r e  often acknowledged t o  be awng the  poorest 
communities i n  India. In 1981. a s  a r e s u l t  of the struggle of 
thefiSherpeople.the government passed the Marine Fisheries Regulations 
Act. One of the s t ipulat ions of t h i s  law is the zoning of the sea 
for fishing. According t o  t h i s ,  the mechanized trawlers a re  not 
allowed to f i s h  i n  waters l e s s  than 10 f a t b m s  deep. This area is 
the exclusive fishing zone of the  t rad i t iona l  f isherfolk,  who use 
country b a t s  and nets. The l a w  has not been seriously enforced by 
the  government, due t o  the f a c t  t h a t  the  owners of the  mechanize3 
boats have a poverful lobby and make large contributions t o  the rul ing 
Party. 

In 1983, Unions were formed among the fisherpeople and once formed, 
they began to demnd justice.  They 

s tar ted by holding r a l l i e s  and meetings t o  t r y  t o  force the Depart- 
ment of Fisheries t o  recognize the violation of t he i r  f ishing waters. 
When a l l  avenues of legal  recourse seemed closed t o  them, they began 
t o  capture the mechanized b a t s  which entered the i r  areas. 

In June of t h i s  year, a mss ive  agi ta t ion was organized by the 
Union. One aspect of t h i s  was the cbos ing  of people who were 



wil l ing  t o  go on a publ ic  hunger s t r i k e  t o  p ro tes t .  While we don' t  
know a l l  of t h e  d e t a i l s  of how many were chosen t o  f a s t ,  o r  how 
long they fas ted ,  we do know t h a t  members of several  Religious 
communities were arrong those who volunteered and were accepted to  
demonstrate i n  t h i s  way. 

Public  f a s t :  Some of our S i s t e r s  were involved i n  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  and 
joined with o ther  r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  groups t o  show 

s o l i d a r i t y  through one day public  f a s t .  Others picketed railways, 
road t r a f f i c ,  government o f f i c e s ,  e t c .  A s  a r e s u l t  of these  demonstra- 
t ions ,  t h r e e  of our S i s t e r s :  P a t r i c i a  Kuruvinakunnel, Philomine Marie 
Thakadiyel from ~Mampally, and Theramma Pravikalam from Poothura, 
along with o the r  people were j a i l ed .  They refused h a i l  i n  favour of 
a public  hearing, but a f t e r  s i x  days, t h e  e n t i r e  group was re leased.  
A s  a r e s u l t  of  t h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  a public  hearing, they, with t h e  
e n t i r e  group, went on hunger s t r i k e .  You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  such 
public  f a s t i n g  has a long t r a d i t i o n  i n  India. 

Srs .  Mercy Koottiyani from Elampally, and Luke Veliathumalil  
from Poothura were a r r e s t e d  i n  a separa te  inc iden t  and were j a i l e d  
f o r  one day. Sr. Valsa Paravarakath was a l s o  put i n  j a i l ,  although 
it i s  reported t h a t  she was not a c t i v e l y  p a r t  of t h e  demonstration 
when they were a r res t ed .  

A de legat ion  of bishops of t h e  area  met with t h e  government 
chief  minis ter  t o  a sk  him t o  g ran t  t h e  demands of t h e  f isherpeople.  
This  meeting had no r e s u l t s .  A meeting of t h e  l eaders  of t h e  f i s h e r -  
people with t h e  chief  minis ter  a l s o  f a i l e d .  It was i n  t h i s  context  
t h a t  Philomine Marie and t h e  Union l eaders  decided t h a t  she would 
dec la re  a f a s t  unto death.  On a b u t  t h e  18th day of t h i s  f a s t ,  she 
was a r r e s t e d  and put i n t o  in tens ive  care ,  i n  a hosp i t a l ,  under po l i ce  
custody. There were a t tempts  t o  fo rce  feed her. 

The l eaders  worked t o  have her re leased from t h e  hosp i t a l  and 
po l i ce  custody, and on June 21, she l e f t  t h e  hospi ta l  t o  agaip  take 
up her public  f a s t .  

1: During a l l  of t h i s  
time, our Society 

l eaders  i n  South India had dialogue with the  l e a d e r s  of t h e  Union. 
They explained our pos i t ion  t o  them and asked them t o  c a l l  o f f  t h e  
f a s t .  We were among o t h e r s  who f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  f a s t ,  i f  allowed t o  
continue, would r e s u l t  i n  harm t o  t h e  e n t i r e  movement of  t h e  f i she r -  
people. Af ter  a general meeting of t h e  Central  Committee of  t h e  
Union, t h e  f a s t  was ca l l ed  o f f  and, on June 22 Philomine Marie ended 
her f a s t .  Af ter  one day i n  t h e  hospi ta l ,  she was re leased and her  
condi t ion  i s  reported t o  be good. 

These happenings have sharpened many ques t ions  f o r  us, and c l e a r l y  
underlined some of t h e  implicat ions of our mission. It i s  important 
t h a t  we a l l  s tand humbly before t h i s  and search out  i t s  deeper meaning, 
not only  f o r  those immediately involved, but f o r  t h e  cota l  Society. TO 
help  with t h i s ,  we (Godelieve and Denise) have been requested t o  v i s i t  
south India i n  Auqust/September. We w i l l  spend time with a l l  our 
S i s t e r s  there ,  and follow t h i s  with f u r t h e r  r e f l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  coming 
Central  Assembly." 

Ref: In tercont inent  No.160. 15th July,  1984; A l e t t e r  from sr. Godelieve 
P r o d ,  Superior General and Sr. Denise E l l i o t ,  A s s t . ,  t o  t h e  
Medical Mission S i s t e r s .  



THE I ~ r n  ERA a? MISSION 

AND THE 

rn OF P4IssICNARY mILTIES 

h e r  Degri jse,  CICM 

(Le Societur Missionarie continuano a cercare una esposizwne 
i s p i m t u  dei  loro f i n i  neZZn mova e m  missionaria. Non e' faci le  
trovare una dichicrrazione che sia accettabile per t u t t i  7: membri 
d i  un gruppo. NeZZo scoreo numew deZ BoZZettino sono s t u t i  
presentati aZcuni p n t i  d i  v i s t a  suttrargomento. In questc numero 
Cmer Degrijse del la  Scheut Congregation esprime la m a  opinione 
diversa mZla fomZazione del la  nuova cos t i t u t zwne  de2la loro 
Societa' circa questc probtemal. 

The aim of t h e  Congregation of t h e  Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
popularly known a s  Scheut (CICM),  according t o  t h e  d r a f t  of t h e i r  
new Csns t i tu t ions  is t o  send t h e i r  members t o  proclaim 
Jesus  Chr i s t  i n  p r i o r i t y  t o  the  mult i tudes "who do no t  know 
t h e  good News, who have not  ye t  accepted it or  who have ceased t o  
l i v e  i t "  Fr. Omer Degri jse asks f o r  a d i f f e r e n t  formulation of t h i s  
p a r t  of the  d r a f t  t e x t  which he sees a s  basic. He wri tes :  

"This (formulation) is very ambiguous. I f  I understand well, 
these  words a r e  intended t o  leave a door open t o  the  re-evangeliza- 
t i o n  of the  d e x h r i s t i a n i z e d  people o f  Europe and North America. 
This is a very ser ious  option. 

In my opinion CICM (Congregation of t h e  Immaculate Heart of 
Mary) should remain f a i t h f u l  t o  its f i r s t  option: evangelizat ion "ad 
gentes" (with preference f o r  the  poor) and "ad ext ra"  ( the  universal  
dimension). I.7e were born a s  an exclusively missionary i n s t i t u t e  and 
we should remain so. Vle have the  example of o the r  missionary 
i n s t i t u t e s  who, during t h e i r  r ecen t  genera l  chapters ,  have opted f o r  
the  "ad gentes" and "ad extra".  

I t  is t r u e  t h a t  it is  everywhere sa id  t h a t  the  mission i s  
everywhere, t h a t  the  de-Christ ianizat ion of t h e  West is on the  in- 
crease ,  t h a t  atheism has become fashionable,  t h a t  we thus have 
masses of people around us who do not  know Chris t .  Re-hlangeliza- 
t i o n  is undoubtedly an urgent task ,  bu t  it is one f o r  t h e  p a s t o r s  
of the  loca l  church who a r e  much b e t t e r  equipped for  t h i s  than the  
foreign p r i e s t s .  

CICM should n o t  draw t h e  conclusion t h a t  it m u s t  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in  the  e f f o r t s  t o  re-evangelize t h e  West from t h e  f a c t  of t h e  de- 
Chr i s t i an iza t ion  of the  West o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  mission is everywhere 
(an arguable a f f i rmat ion) .  CICM should not do everything. CICM 
should l i m i t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  following option: "ad gentes" and "ad 

extra".  This i s  i ts  proper and s p e c i f i c  vocation. This option 



presupposes a par t icular  sp i r i t ua l i t y ,  special methods and adapted 
preparation. There is no lack of "gentes". Their number is growing. 
During t h e i r  meeting in  Puebla, the  Latin American bishops declared 
t h a t  one th i rd  of t h e i r  population is st i l l  i n  the  s i tuat ion of 
i n i t i a l  evangelization, CICM i s  i n  i ts  place in  the  regions where 
evangelization has not yet  been achieved, a s  i n  Latin America. I t  
should l i m i t  i t s e l f  t o  i t s  proper task i n  order t o  do it bettl;r and 
not become involve3 in  a c t i v i t i e s  for  which i t s  members are  not 
prepared. I can point out an example: evangelization takes place 
i n  a re l igious world and re-evangelization i n  an i r r e l i g ious  or  an t i -  
re l igious world. The approaches a r e  very d i f fe ren t .  

During the l a s t  General Chapter (of CICM) Europe was declared 
a missionary region. This declaration could be cal led ambiguous and 
arguable. It i s  tzue that de-Christianization has become general 
i n  Europe and t h a t  it is necessary t o  think of re-Evangelization. 
~ u t  you cannot draw the conclusion from t h i s  t h a t  there  is a task 
for CICM here. I believe that our bishops would be astonished t o  
see the specif ical ly  missionary i n s t i t u t e s  become involved i n  t h i s  
task. 

In  my opinion the missionary tasks  for  CICM i n  Europe a r e  the  
following: 

- the  services of the Congregation; 
- missionary animation; 
- the  apostolate among foreigners, nonxhr i s t ian  Africans and 

Asians, especially the  dialogue with Muslims; t h i s  i s  an 
apostolate "ad gentes" and "ad extra" ( t ranscul tural  and trans- 
re l ig ious) .  

The presence ( i n  Europe) 05 elderly o t  s ick confreres and those who 
have returned for  whato-ver cause i s  no reason t o  conclude that it i s  
the vocation of CICM to  par t ic ipa te  i n  the pastoral  work of the  
loca l  Church. This par t ic ipat ion is  accidental. The confreres who, 
animated by t h e i r  missionary s p i r i t ,  place themselves a t  the service 
of t h e i r  home Church a r e  doing a valuable and praisemrthy apostolate. 
They remain a t  the service of the  Church but they accept t ha t  it 
was not for  this apostolate t h a t  they entered CICM and they t e l l  the  
candidates who present themselves to  the Congregation tha t  t h i s  
apostolate i s  not, s t r i c t l y  speaking, in  the l i n e  of i t s  vocation. 

In my opinion, t h i s  is a very serious decision which concerns 
the nature and the future  of the Congregation. 

~f the  aim of t he  Congregation is not c l ea r ly  defined. what reply 
can be given t o  candidates who present. themselves, but who want t o  
s tay  i n  t h e i r  own country and work among the dexhr i s t ian ized?  The 
specif ic  preparation of missionnaries is compromised: preparation for 
inculturation,  for  dialogue with the re l igions,  fo r  acquaintance with 
the socio-economic s i tua t ion  of the Third World countries, etc.. .  The 
promotion of a specif ical ly  missionary s p i r i t u a l i t y  becomes impossible. 

Whenever CICM r e c r u i t s  members presently, it should be able t o  
s t a t e  c lear ly  t o  the candidates what i t s  aim is... I hope teams of 
CICM confreres w i l l  not be committed t o  go t o  m r k  i n  the dexhr i s t ian ized  
milieus of Europe, North America or elsewhere. 

Ref. Chronica CICM-No.8, Oct.1984: Via S. Giovanni Eudes 95, Rome. 



r .  I s idore  d e  Souza 

(The Gospel i s  confined neither to  any particular culture 
nor to  any special form of society. In t h i s  second abridged part 
of Mgr. de Souza's Conference he spells act some of the concrete 
resul ts  for Africa of moving from the Ckurch of missions to  a 
missionary Church). 

LA MISSION DES INDEPENDAI'ICES A NOS JOURS (Su i t e )  

-AU AIVEAU DES EGLISES MERES 

Cr i se  sur l e  plan re l ig ieux :  Au niveau des  Egl ises  meres, l e  premier 
f a i t  important r e s i d e  dans l a  poursui te  - - 

de l a  d e c h r i s t i a n i s a t i o n  ou, p lus  exactement, d e  l a  mutation de  
l ' express ion du phenomsne re l ig ieux ,  lice I l 'avsnenent  de  l a  
rdvolut ion i n d u s t r i e l l e .  S i  l a  soc ie te  occidenta le  continue de  
connai t re  un chr is t ianisme sociologique, l a  ch rd t i en te  en t a n t  que 
t e l l e  a  vole en e c l a t s .  L e s  q l i s e s  occidenta les  v ivent  en l e u r  
propre s e i n  une r e l a t i v i t e ,  donc une c r i s e  d ' au tan t  p lus  aiquJue q u ' e l l e  
por te  su r  l e s  va leurs  morales. C ' e s t  su r tou t  l ' e s p r i t  s c i e n t i f i q u e  
e t  technique qu i  a  erode l e s  bases c u l t u r e l l e s  des  valeurs.  

La c u l t u r e  occidenta le  r e l a t i v i s b e :  Ce premier f a i t  e s t  en p a r t i e  
l a  consequence d 'un au t re :  c e l u i  

que cons t i tue  l a  revolut ion anthropologique. Celle-ci  a  r e l a t i v i s e  
tras sensiblement l a  pre tent ion  u n i v e r s a l i s t e  de l a  c u l t u r e  occidentale.  
On a t r o p  souvent e t  t r o p  longtemps considOre c e t t e  c u l t u r e  sous 
l ' a s p e c t  c i v i l i s a t i o n n e l  e t  on l ' a  vue davantage c o m e  une accu- 
mulation d ' o u t i l s  dont l ' e f f i c a c i t 6  au  plan d e  l a  r e u s s i t e  technique 
en imposait au r e s t e  du monde. 

Mais l ' a n g l e  d e  v i s i o n  a change I p a r t i r  du nmment oil l ' o n  a 
ete a t t e n t i f  d l a  c u l t u r e ,  non p lus  comme un ensemble d e  moyens, mais 
comme l'ensemble des f i n s  poursuivies par  chaque groupe humain. Des 
peuples d l a  technique rudimentaire apparurent a l o r s  comme dominant 
le  peuple occidenta l  su r tou t  au nroment 013 ce lu i -c i  s e  s a b r d a i t  l u i -  
mSme en renonqant tres largement 3 sa reference  chret ienne.  Les 
complexes sont  a l o r s  tomb& e t  l ' o n  s e  retrouve en r e l a t i v i t e  c u l t u r e l l e .  
N'est-ce pas c e  q u i  exp l iquera i t  en p a r t i e  l a  f a s c i ~ t i o n  des  c u l t u r e s  
e t  r e l i g i o n s  o r i e n t a l e s  e t  mOme a f r i c a i n e s  e t  de  1'Isl.m a u s s i  su r  
c e r t a i n s  Occidentaux? 

Nous sommes P un Sge d 'humil i tb  pour t o u t e  c u l t u r e ,  meme si  
l'empressement d d i r e  que t o u t  e s t  r e l a t i f  dans c e  domaine cache 
pa r fo i s  des  o r g u e i l s  inavoues. La s i t u a t i o n ,  s i  e l l e  e s t  relat ivement 
f a c i l e  I v iv re  pour les humilies  d e  l ' h i s t o i r e  an te r i eu re ,  ne l ' e s t  
pas  necessairement pour l1Occident  depossfSd6, d'une c e r t a i n e  manisre 



d e  s e s  ant iques  p r i v i l e g e s  d e  decideur e t  d 'organisa teur  d e  l ' espace  
humain pour tous. 

Ce d e u x i h e  f a i t  de l a  r e l a t i v i s a t i o n  des  c u l t u r e s ,  consequence 
d d e  l a  revolut ion  an th r~po log ique ,  s e  t rouve accentue par  l e  brassage 

des  peuples. Le monde e s t  devenu un p e t i t  v i l l a g e ,  g r sce  au develop- 
pement f an tas t i cye  d e s  mass-media e t  des  moyens d e  t r anspor t  favor isant  
l ' i n d u s t r i e  tour i s t ique ,  l e s  immigrations auxquelles s ' a j o u t e  l e  
probl&ne des  refugies .  

Cr ise  d e s  vocations 
dans l e s  i n s t i t u t s  missionnaires: Les deux precsdentes s 6 r i e s  d e  f a i t s  

en engendrent une troisisme: l a  c r i s e  
d e s  vocations q u i  e s t  l e  l o t  ac tue l  de presque tous  l e s  i n s t i t u t s  
miss iomai res .  

On a s s i s t e ,  en e f f e t ,  depuis  un c e r t a i n  temps, d une dgperdi t ion  
d '6nergie  jeune. Dans l a  f i n  imminente, semble-t-il ,  des  i n s t i t u t s ,  
c ' e s t  d l e u  propre mort q u ' i l s  semblent a s s i s t e r .  Voir mourir e n t r e  
s e s  mains c e  p u q u o i  on a donne sa v ie  ou, p lus  exactement, c e  par  
quoi on a t r a d u i t ,  d e  manisre historiquement sens ib le ,  l ' i d e a l  du 
don d e  soi, c ' e s t  l a  c r i s e  l a  p lus  redoutable qu'un homme puisse  
v ivre .  

Mais, en t o u t  moment de c r i s e ,  l ' i n s t i n c t  de conservation f a i t  
se  r a i d i r  l'homme e t  s a i s i r  t o u t  moyen de survivre.  La c r i s e  n ' e s t  
pas d'abord une c r i s e  i n s o l i t e  e t  speci f ique  aux i n s t i t u t s .  E l l e  
e s t  l a  cons6quence de l a  c r i s e  beaucoup p lus  g&nsfa le  d e s  anciennes 
Eg l i ses  ellesmGmes q u i  s e  t r a d u i t  par un affaissement de l e u  v i t a l i t & ,  
une reduction de l ' e f f e c i t i f  des  ouvr ie r s  a p s t o l i q u e s  ad i n t r a  e t  
par  l a  most ou au  moins l a  s e n i l i t e  de bien des  congrGgations 
dioc6saines. I1 s e r a i t  6tonnant que l e s  i n s t i t u t s  missionnaires, 
qui  sont  l a  t raduct ion  d e  l ' e f f o r t  missionnaire ad ex t ra  d e  ces  
EgliSeS anciennes, ne connaissent  pas l a  mSme mort. 

O r ,  nous a s s i s t o n s  auhourd'hui a deux phGnomPnes d e  survivance 
q u i  donnent d penser e t  s u s c i t e n t  des  controverses:  d 'une  p a r t  l e  
recrutement de m i s s i o m a i r e s  panni l e s  jeunes Bl6ments des  nouvelles 
Eg l i ses  e t  d ' a u t r e  p a r t ,  l ' e n v o i  de missonnaires l a i c s .  Que peuvent 
s i g n i f i e r  c e s  deux moyens d e  survie ,  face d l a  necess i t e  d e  mourir 
qui  q u a l i f i e  chr6tiennement t o u t e  en t repr i se  missionnaire? "I1 fau t  
q u ' i l  c r o i s s e  e t  que j e  diminue. .." 
1) Nous pouvons reprendre 1.a quest-ion par  un a u t r e  b ia i s :  l ' a c t i v i t e  

missionnaire e s t  parfaitement s i m i l a i r e  2 l ' a c t i o n  a u c a t i v e .  
O r ,  au  moment 03 l e  jeune homme e n t r e  dans l ' i ige a d u l t e ,  il cesse  

d ' e t r e  un 6duque; ses  Educateurs, parents  ou a u t r e s ,  deviennent pour 
l u i  d e s  compagnons su r  l e  chemin de l'homme. 

Sur l e  plan de l ' h i s t o i r e  de l a  mission, qui  prolonge l ' h i s t o i r e  
s a i n t e ,  s i  un i n s t i t u t  missionnaire r e c r u t a i t  "inconsid&r-Sment", pour 
survivre,  l e s  me i l l eu r s  6lGments q u ' i l  a  pu d6couvrir parmi l e s  membres 
d'une jeune Egl ise ,  il r e n d r a i t  un mauvais service .  D'une pa r t ,  il 
s u r v i v r a i t  peut-Ctre, mais a r t i f i c i e l l e m e n t ,  D'autre p a r t ,  il appauvr i ra i t  
indliment 1 'Eg l i se  q u ' i l  a v a i t  mission d e  s e r v i r .  

2) ~ u a n d z o r g a n i s e r  l e  l a l c a t  F u r  c e  nouvel age de l a  mission ad 
e x t r a ,  c e  moyen, sous sa  forme a c t u e l l e ,  semble en d e ~ d  des  

exigences d e  l 'oeuvre  2 accomplir. Car, un, d e w ,  t r o i s  ou quat re  



an  de v ie  en mission, bien q u ' u t i l e s  e t  necessaires,  r e s t e n t  t r o p  
cour t s  pour l e  soutien de f r e r e s  dans l a  d i f f i c i l e  e t  d e l i c a t e  G c h e  
d ' i n c u l t u r a t i o n  qui  cons t i tuc ,  se lon nous, l e  programme missionnaire 
de no t re  temps. L'Eglise missionnaire du r e s t e  a, dans son t r e s o r ,  un 
modele de l a l c a t  engage pour l a  v i e  dans l 'oeuvre  BvangBlisatrice: 
nous voulons p a r l e r  de nos grandes f igures  d e  ca tech i s tes  auxquels 
l e s  Egl ises  d ' a f r ique  e t  d ' a i l l e u r s  doivent  en p a r t i e  l e u r  existence.  

L'occident i n t e r p e l l e  
par  l a  s i t u a t i o n  du T i e r s  Monde: Ce rapide panorama du contexte de 

l a  mission, a u s s i  bien dans l e s  
jeunes que dans l e s  anciennes Eglises,  s e r a i t  part iculisrement 
incomplet s i  nous l a i s s i o n s  d e  c6 te  l e  grave probleme du developpement 
e t  l e  malaise q u i  s 'en  s u i t .  

Le rml developpement de l 'hemisphere sud i n t e r p e l l e  violemment 
l ' h h i s p h s r e  nord, en majori t6 chrbt ien ,  qui  v i t  dans l 'opulrnce.  
Le problsme du d6veloppement ne peut p l u s  auhourd'hui Btre resolu de 
manisre s e c t o r i e l l e ,  na t ionale  ou regionale.  I1 ne peut p lus  admettre 
l a  p a r t i t i o n  du monde en premier, d e u x i h e ,  t i e r s  ou quar t  monde. 
I1 e s t  impossible de separer  l a  croissance du developpement de 
l'homme, de t o u t  homme e t  d e  t o u t  l'homme, y c m p r i s  sa dimension 
s p i r i t u e l l e  e t  r e l ig ieuse .  Ceci pos tule  qu'on ne separe pas 
l'economique de i a  question soc ia le  qui ,  selon Paul VI, a a t t e i n t  
une dimension mondiale. La c r i s e  qui  s 'ouvre i c i  est c e l l e  qu'engendre 
l 'exiqence d'un nouvel ordre  Gconomique in te rna t iona l  pour ne pas 
d i r e  m n d i a l .  

UNE SITUATION NOUVELLE RU REGARD DE LA MISSION 

I1 y a u r a i t ,  sans aucun donte, beaucoup d ' a u t r e s  t r a i t s  
c a r a c t e r i s t i q u e s  des  deux periodes survolees. La s i t u a t i o n  a c t u e l l e  
s e  d i f f e r e n c i e  notablement d e  c e l l e  de 1'8ge d ' o r  de l a  mission. 
C ' e s t  d p a r t i r  d e  c e s  d i f fe rences  que nous a l l o n s  maintenant j e t e r  
un nouveau regard sur l a  mission p u r  en deceler  l e s  points  
e s s e n t i e l s  sur  l e sque l s  not re  a c t i o n  missionnaire d e v r a i t  met t re  
l ' accen t .  Pour ce la  nous prendrons comme p i n t s  de repere l ' a c t i v i t e  
missionnaire de Paul d'une p a r t ,  e t  l e  desse in  de Dieu d ' a u t r e  
par t .  

1) L'une des  d i f fe rences  q u i  saute  aux yeux res ide  en cec i .  La 
d i s t i n c t i o n  b ipo la i re  du monde qui  c a r a c t e r i s a i t  l a  premiere periode 
s'estompe dans l a  seconde, I1 n'y a p lus  un monde chre t i en  en face 
d'un monde payen, conduisant 2 p r i v i l e g i e r  l a  mission ad extra.  Dans 
tous  l e s  pays, l e s  s i t u a t i o n s  prgsentent  des  analogies s a i s i s s a n t e s .  

2) Dans l e  mCme sens,  la revolution anthropologique en Occident, 
doublee de l a  volonte d e  reconquete d'une personnal i te  speci f ique  
dans l e  T i e r s  Monde, i n t r o d u i t  l a  notion e t  l e  f a i t  d e  l a  r e l a t i v i t e  
des  c u l t u r e s  e t  d e s  c i v i l i s a t i o n s .  MSme si on p r i v i l e g i e  encore t e l l e  
c u l t u r e  e t  t e l l e  c i v i l i s a t i o n  par rapport  d d ' a u t r e s ,  mSme si  
1'Occident n ' a  pas renonce au maintien de son h e g h n i e  c u l t u r e l l e  e t  
c i v i l i s a t i o n n e l l e ,  fo rce  nous e s t  d e  consta ter  que chaque c u l t u r e  
ou c i v i l i s a t i o n  reconnaIt ,  defend e t  cherche d promouvoir son d r o i t  .3 
l ' ex i s t ence .  

3 Mais c o m e  nous l 'avons not6 pour l lOccident ,  l e s  bases 
r e l i g i e u s e s  et_ ethiques d e  nos sociBt6s tendent 1 s ' e f f r i t e r  pour 



l a i s s e r  p lace  3 l a  con tes ta t ion  de  l ' o r d r e  Q t a b l i  e t  de  l ' a u t o r i t e ,  
ii l a  p e r n i s s i v i t e  dans tous  l e s  domines ,  2 l a  revendicat ion d'une 
l i b e r t e  sans l imi te .  

L'ordre p o l i t i q u e  e t  Bconomique ancien l u i - m b e  s e  t rouve 
contes te .  La c r i s e ,  dans ce domaine, touche non p lus  un pays ou 
une region, e l l e  s 'e tend aux dimensions du monde. Les encycliques 
d e  l a  f i n  du s iBcle  de rn ie r  e t  du debut d e  no t re  s iBcle  p u v a i e n t  
t r a i t e r  de  l a  quest ion s o c i a l e  en s e  l i m i t a n t  aux rapports  e n t r e  
pa t rons  e t  ouvr iers ,  qu'engendrent l e  t r a v a i l  e t  ses  condit ions.  
C e l l e s  a l l a n t  d e  Jean X X I I I  3 Jean-Paul I1 Elargissent  l e  p r o b l h e  
d t o u t e  l a  t e r r e .  De sa so lu t ion  depend l a  paix dans l e  monde. 

s r e f ,  l a  c r i s e  sous s e s  d i f f e r e n t s  a spec t s  e s t  ~ o n d i a l e  e t  f a i t  
du monde, un monde t o u t  e n t i e r  en stat  de  mission. 

DE L'EGLISE DES MISSIONS A UNE EGLISE 

K I W I  ENTIERE MISSIONNAIRE 

DIMENSION PLANETAIRE DE LA TACHE ACTUELLE 

Le monde dont nous venons d e  pa r l e r  n ' in f i rme  en r i e n  l ' a c t u a l i t e  
de  l a  mission. I1 l a  rend encore p lus  imperieuse. I1 nous f a i t  
prendre conscience d e  l a  t l c h e  gigantesque I l a q u e l l e  l e  C h r i s t  nous 
convie. Nous sentons p lus  que jamais r e t e n t i r  B nos o r e i l l e s  
l ' i n j o n c t i o n  du Chr i s t :  "Allez, enseignez t o u t e s  l e s  nat ions e t  f a i t e s  
de  tous  l e s  hommes mes d i s c i p l e s . "  Plus que jamais, nous en sa i s i s sons ,  
ou nous devons en s a i s i r  mieux, l e  ca rac te re  p l a n t e t a i r e .  

LA TENTATION DE REPLI SUR SO1 

Dans c e  contexte, l a  t e n t a t i o n  e s t  grande pour l e s  anciennes 
Eg l i ses  d e  se  r e p l i e r  sur elles-msmes, en d i s a n t :  "La c r i s e  
c i v i l i s a t i o n n e l l e  que nous connaissons chez nous necess i te ,  pour s e  
resoudre, l a  concentrat ion de  t o u t e s  nos Qnergies  su r  l ' a c t i v i t e  
missionnaire en no t re  propre se in .  

L 'aut re  t e n t a t i o n  r e s i d e r a i t  dans l a  volontQ de  s e  r e fug ie r  dans 
la  p r i s r e ,  ou bien de  redu i re  I'annonce d e  l lEvangi le  B l a  t rans-  
formation d e s  condi t ions  de  v ie ,  sans refgrence e x p l i c i t e  au C h r i s t  
e t  sans l e  souci  d e  l 'annoncer. 

Les jeunes Eql ises ,  quant 2 e l l e s ,  n'echappent pas 
non p lus  B l a  t e n t a t i o n  de  r e p l i s u r  so i .  Ayant f a i t  l ' exper ience  
de  l a  f r a g i l i t g  d'un accue i l ,  sans rac ines  c u l t u r e l l e s ,  d e  l a  Bonne 
Nouvelle, e l l e s  donnent l a  p r i o r i t 6  B l ' i n c u l t u r a t i o n .  E l l e s  peuvent 
penser a l o r s  que c e l l e - c i  ne s e  f e r a  qu'en s e  preservant  con t re  t o u t e  
influence 6tranqBre. Succomber, Oe p a r t  e t  d ' a u t r e ,  B c e t t e  t e n t a t i o n  
c le s t ,Bmon humble a v i s ,  opposer une f i n  d e  non-recevoir d l a  grdce 
que Dieu nous o f f r e  i c i  e t  maintenant. 



Les oirconstances presentes  nous o f f r e n t  l ' oppor tun i t e  de  
revenir  a la pra t ique  d e s  apdt res ,  3 c e l l e  d e  Paul en p a r t i c u l i e r ,  
au  moins en c e  qui  concerne l a  mission en dehors d e s  f r o n t i e r e s  
d'une Eglise. Nous n'ignorons pas, en e f f e t ,  l a  redecouverte, f a i t e  
par  l e  Concile, d e  l a  notion d e  1 'Eg l i se  locale ,  entkr inant  a i n s i  
un c e r t a i n  dkplacement d 'accent  su r  l a  mission e t  l a  c a t h o l i c i t e .  

Nous connaissons bien l ' i n s i s t a n c e  de  Paul,  apdtre d e s  Genti ls .  
Nous connaissons son r e f u s  d e  f a i r e  t r a n s i t e r  l e s  Gen t i l s  par  l e  
judaisme. Car l a  Bonne Nouvelle du Salut  n ' e s t  l i k e ,  d e  f a ~ o n  absolue, 
a aucune forme de  socibt6,  n i  d aucune cu l tu re ,  c a r  aucune forne  de  
sociCt6, aucune c u l t u r e  n ' e s t  b te rne l l e .  

nans l e s  f a i t s  c e l a  s e  t r a d u i t  par l a  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  partout  oil 
l e  Conduisaient s e s  voyages s o w e n t  mouvanentes, d 'Egl ises  l o c a l e s  
autonomes, capables de v iv re  pleinement d e  l a  v i e  du C h r i s t  e t  de son 
Espr i t ,  Zi l a  g l o i r e  de Dieu l e  Pere. La c a t h o l i c i t 6  q u i  s e  degage 
d'une t e l l e  p ra t ique  e s t  l o i n  d'une quelconque uniformisat ion appau- 
v r i s s a n t e  e t  d8personnalisante. 

C 'es t  pratiquement a c e l a  que nous i n v i t e n t  les conskquemes d e  
l a  revolut ion  anthropologique. Les communautes chre t iennes  ne 
doivent p lus  e t r e  d e s  copies  conformes d'un prototype idbal ,  l i e  .a 
une c u l t u r e  ou a une c i v i l i s a t i o n  .3 pre ten t ion  universe l le .  m u t e  
mission aujourd 'hui ,  q u ' e l l e  s o i t  ad i n t r a  ou ad ext ra ,  e s t  appelee 
3 s e  s i t u e r  dans l a  mouvance et  l e  prolongement du but que s ' e s t  
fLxe l e  Chr is t  lui-m&e. 

Ceci suppose de  no t re  p a r t ,  e t  de  l a  p a r t  du missionna-e une 
a t t i t u d e  d1humili t6,  d 'ouverture,  d 1 i n t 6 r 0 t ,  d e  confiance, de sym- 
pathie.  Cet te  a t t i t u d e  poussera d un e f f o r t  d e  connaissance 
approfondie d e s  d i f f e r e n t e s  formes de  c u l t u r e  e t  d e  r e l i g i o n  que 
rencontrera no t re  a c t i o n  missionnaire e t  d '6vangklisat ion.  Y 
consent i r  sera  doublement payant: 

- d'une p a r t ,  l a  comunaut6 chret ienne,  d l a  naissance de  l a q u e l l e  
nous aurons a i n s i  pa r t i c ipb ,  sera  une communaute vraiment enracinee,  
avec se p a r t i c u l a r i t &  e t  son cachet  spbcif ique;  
- d ' a u t r e  p a r t ,  1 'Eg l i se  e t  nous-mhes en s o r t i r o n s  en r i ch i s .  
h~ous percevrons mieux t e l  ou t e l  aspect  du message m&e d e  l ' h r a n g i l e  
qu 'occul ta i t  no t re  propre c i v i l i s a t i o n  et  sur l e sque l s  t e l le  c u l t u r e  
d i f f k r e n t e  p r o j e t t e  une lumiere nouvelle.  

ce que nous avons d i t  d e s  a u t r e s  c u l t u r e s  e t  r e l i g i o n s  n ' e s t  
pas  v r a i  seulement au nivcau d e s  jeunes Eglises.  I1 l ' e s t  kgalement 
au niveau d e s  anciennes. Car il n'y a pas  de  c u l t u e  n i  de  c i v i l i s a t i o n  
qu i  s o i e n t  s t a t iques .  La c r i s e  c i v i l i s a t i o n n e l l e  a c t u e l l e  en est une 
preuve. S ' i l  y a c r i s e ,  c ' e s t  p r e c i s b e n t  parce qu'un h i a t u s  s ' e s t  



produi t  e n t r e  l e s  modes d e  v i e  a i n s i  que l e s  formes d 'expression 
d e  l a  f o i  au s e i n  d e s  anciennes comunautes e c c l e s i a l e s  e t  l a  
transformation en cours de l a  c u l t u r e  e t  d e  l a  c i v i l i s a t i o n  
occidentales.  

N'est-ce pas  d ' a i l l e u r s  l a  conscience d e  c e t  & a r t  q u i  engendre 
t o u t e s  l e s  i n i t i a t i v e s  dans tous  l e s  domaines que connait  1 'Eg l i se  
de France, par  exemple? Qu ' i l  s ' a g i s s e  d e  l a  catechsse,  d e  l a  
l i t u r g i e ,  de l a  theologie,  d e  l a  s p i r i t u a l i t 6  des  communautes d e  
v i e ,  ou de l a  mission ad i n t r a .  

c ' e s t  ve r i t ab lenen t  l e  temps favorable,  un temps d e  grdce q u i  
l a i s s e  auqurer un lendemain meil leur .  A condi t ion  que chacun s 'ouvre, 
que chacun accepte vraiment de s 'engager dans c e t t e  nouvelle e r e  
pour t b o i g n e r  pleinement d e  l tEvangi le ,  en l e  v ivant  de faGon 
nouvelle jusque dans l e s  recoins  l e s  p l u s  int imes de son e t r e  individuel 
e t  soc ia l ,  avec une f i d 6 l i t G  sans f a i l l e  ;I c e  qui ,  dans s a  f o i ,  e s t  
au-dessus de l 'bcoulement des  temps. Retrouvant a i n s i  e t  ravivant  
s a  propre v l t a l i t e ,  1 'Eg l i se  de France connaftra,  j ' e n  s u i s  s G r ,  un 
nouvel Sge d ' o r  d e  l a  mission au de la  de ses  f r o n t i s r e s ,  sans que 
pour a u t a n t  s e s  i n s t i t u t s  p r iven t  l es  jeunes Egl ises  d e  l e u r s  
membres l e s  p lus  valables.  
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