


Contents  cont inued:  Page: 

6. Missio - I n s t i t u t e  o f  Missiology: Aachen 
7. SEWS Execut ive  Committee Meeting Report 
8. Missionary I n s t i t u t e  London 

Coming Events :  

GUATEMALA: UP-DATE MEETING Tuesday, Sep t .  1 8  
4.00 p.m. a t  Obla te  
Genera la te ,  Via Aure l i a ,  290 

SEDOS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING Thursday, Sep t .  27 
3.00 p.m. a t  SEWS S e c r e t a r i a t e  

SEDOS SEMINAR: MISSION AND REFUGEES Wednesday, October 21 
9.30 a.m. a t  FSC Genera la te  

Via Aure l ia ,  476 

N e w s :  

General  Chapter :  A t  t h e i r  r e cen t  Chapters  S r .  Annemarie Reisch S.Sp.S. 
was e l e c t e d  Supe r io r  General  o f  t he  Missionary 

Se rvan t s  o f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and S r .  Ca the r i ne  Hughes SNDN Supe r io r  
General  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Notre Dame de Namur. W e  send t h e m  bo th  o u r  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and good wishes.  Our good wishes and g r a t i t u d e  go  a l s o  
t o  t h e i r  p r edeces so r s ,  S r .  S c h o l a s t i c a  Ruhl S.Sp.S. and Sr.  Mary Daniel 
Turner  SNDN i n  t h e i r  f u t u r e  a p o s t o l a t e s .  

World Counci l  o f  Churches: Cong ra tu l a t i ons  t o  Revd. Emil io  C a s t r o  
who has  been e l e c t e d  S e c r e t a r y  Generdl 

i n  succe s s ion  t o  Revd. P h i l i p  P o t t e r .  H e  i s  a Methodis t  Min i s t e r  
from Uruguay and a former d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  World Council's Commission 
on World Mission and Evange l iza t ion .  SEWS members w i l l  recall 
h i s  coming t o  the SEWS Annual General  Meeting i n  December 1982 
a t  which he was the p r i n c i p a l  speaker .  

Gua t emla :  Two members o f  t h e  Guatemala J u s t i c e  and Peace Commission 
w i l l  g i v e  an account  of t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  in Guatemala 

a t  a meeting on Tuesday, September 18 ,  a t  the Obla te  Genera la te ,  
V i a  Au re l i a  290. The p r i n c i p a l  language w i l l  be Spanish with  pe r i o -  
d i c  t r a n s l a t i o n s  in Engl ish .  A l l  SEWS members are i n v i t e d ,  s p e c i a l l y  
t hose  hav ing  personne l  i n  Guatemala. 

Miss io  - I n s t i t u t e  o f  Miss iology c o l l o c a t e d  two m i l l i o n  DM f o r  
s c h o l a r s h i p s  and r e s e a r c h  work on 

miss iology du r ing  1983. Members who may be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f u r t h e r  
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  work of  t h i s  I n s t i t u t e  w i l l  f i n d  t h e s e  on page 309 
of  t h i s  I s s u e .  

Refugees:  I n  view of t h e  coming SEWS Seminar on Refugees w e  draw 
your  a t t e n t i o n  aga in  (SEWS B u l l e t i n  NO. 8 ,  1984) t o  t h e  

monthly magazine o f  the Uni ted Nat ions  High Commission f o r  Refugees 
based i n  Geneva. I t  is  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  i n  Engl i sh  o r  French. Wri te  
t o :  U.N.H.C.R., P a l a i s  de s  Nat ions ,  CH - 1211, Geneva 10 ,  Swi tze r land .  



"WCC-VATICAN JOINT STATEMENT" 

EPS 84.06{112 

(The fo l lowing  was i s s u e d  by World CouncCl o f  
Churches General S e c r e t a r y  PhClip P o t t e r  and Johannes 
Cardinal  W i  l l e b r a n d s ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Va t i can  S e c r e t a r i a t  
f o r  Promoting Chria tzan Uni t y  on the  occas ion  o f  pope 
John Paul 11's v i s i t  t o  t h e  World Council  o f  Churches, 
G e n e v a ~  June 1 9 8 4 , )  

1, On t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  v i s i t  o f  H i s  H o l i n e s s  Pope J o h h  
P a u l  I1 t o  t h e  Wor ld  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s ,  we g i v e  t h a n k s  

f o r  w n a t  God i s  d o i n g  t o  b r i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s  
a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  e c u m e n i c a l  
movement, which  i s  a  g i f t  o f  H i s  g r a c e .  Through  t h e  Holy  
S p i r i t  Be i s  g a t h e r i n g  s c a t t e r e d  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  o n e  p e o p l e  
a n d  p u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a l o n g i n g  f o r  o n e  v i s i b l e  
Church  o f  God, a Church  t r u l y  u n i v e r s a l  a n d  s e n t  f o r t h  t o  
t h e  whole  w o r l d  (1) .  

2 .  T h i s  v i s i t  t a k e s  p l a c e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  Pope P a u l  V I  
came h e r e  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  E c u m e n i c a l  

C e n t r e  as  " a  c l e a r  s i g n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p  which  
a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  a l l  t h e  b a p t i z e d  a n d  t h u s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  member c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  World  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s  a n d  
t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church"  ( 2 ) .  

3. I m p e l l e d  by t h e  power  o f  t h e  E o l y  S p i r i t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
o f  P e n t e c o s t ,  w e  r enew o u r  commitment t o  work f o r  t h e  

u n i t y  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a  work w h i c h  i s  s u s t a i n e d  by t h e  
v i s i o n  o f  " v i s i b l e  u n i t y  i n  o n e  f a i t h  a n d  o n e  e u c h a r i s t i c  
f e l l o w s h i p  e x p r e s s e d  i n  w o r s h i p  a n d  i n  common l i f e  i n  
C h r i s t "  ( 3 ) .  By c a l l i n g  t h e  c h u r c h e s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  e n c o u n t e r  
a n d  e x c h a n g e ,  t h e  w o r l d  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s  h a s  p l a y e d  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h i s  e c u m e n i c a l  v i s i o n .  
T h i s  v i s i o n  i s  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  
i n  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  V a t i c a n  C o u n c i l  a n d  p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  i n  i t s  d e c r e e  on ecumenism.  

4. Today,  w e  p r a y  i n  t h e  words  o f  Pope  P a u l  I1 f o r  "ways 
whereby  w e  may b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  w e  a l r e a d y  

s h a r e  a n d  t o  t h e  r e a l ,  t h o u g h  i n c o m p l e t e ,  f e l l o w s h i p  which  
a l r e a d y  u n i t e s  u s  i n  C h r i s t  a n d  i n  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  h i s  C h u r c h "  
( 4 ) .  

5. We o f f e r  t h i s  p r a y e r  i n  p e n i t e n c e  f o r  o u r  d i v i s i o n s  
a n d  d i s o b e d i e n c e .  D i s a g r e e m e n t s  on i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  

o f  d o c t r i n e ,  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  a n d  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  s t i l l  k e e p  
C h r i s t i a n s  a p a r t  a n d  "damage t h a t  mos t  h o l y  c a u s e ,  t h e  
p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  e v e r y  c r e a t u r e W ( 5 ) .  "The power 
o f  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  w i l l  f i n d  i t s e l f  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i m i n i s h e d  
i f  t h o s e  who p r o c l a i m  t h e  g o s p e l  a r e  d i v i d e d  among them- 
s e l v e s  i n  a l l  s o r t s  o f  ways. The  d i v i s i o n  among C h r i s t i a n s  



i s  a s e r i o u s  r e a l i t y  which  i m p e d e s  t h e  v e r y  work o f  C h r i s t "  
(6). I n d e e d  i t  i s  o u r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  
C h r i s t i a n m a n d  common w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  ha lnng- toge th r .  

6 ,  When we p r a y  t o g e t h e r  a s  we h a v e  done - t o d a y  .we ex- 
p e r i e n c e  t h e  d e e p  b o n d s  which  a l r e a d y  j o i n  u s  t o  

C h r i s t ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  body a n d  t o  e a c h - o t t e r .  Yet  " t h i s  
f e l l o w s h i p  i n  p r a y e r  s h a r p e n s  t h e  p a i n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s '  
d i v i s i o n  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  e u c h a r i s t i c  f e l l o w s h i p  which  
s h o u l d  b e  t h e  most  m a n i f e s t  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  of  
C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  whole  w o r l d " ( 7 ) .  We a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e r e f o r e  t o  be " b u i l t  i n t o  a  s p i r i t u a l  h o u s e ,  
t o  b e  a  h o l y  p r i e s t h o o d ,  t o  o f f e r  s p i r i t u a l  s a c r i f i c e s  
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  God t h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h r i s t M ( 8 ) .  

7. S t e p s  t o w a r d s  u n i t y  and  common w i t n e s s  a r e  made more 
p o s s i b l e  by t h e  g r o w i n g  c o n v e r g e n c e  i n  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d -  

i n g  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  God ' s  word i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  of  t h e  
a n c i e n t  c r e e d s  a n d  t h e  f a i t h  which  t h e y  a f f i r m .  Above 
a l l  t h e y  a r e  s u s t a i n e d  by a n d  d e p e n d e n t  on c o n s t a n t  a n d  
e v e n  s t r o n g e r  i n t e r c e s s i o n  i n  which  a l l  c h r i s t  i a n s  b r i n g  
e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  a l l  p e o p l e  b e f o r e  God, d r a w i n g  on t h e  
d e e p e s t  w e l l s p r i n g s  o f  u n i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  p r a y e r ,  
The Week o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
r o l e  i n  c a l l i n g  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  e v e r y w h e r e  t o  j o i n  i n  
common p r a y e r  which  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  o u r  s e a r c h  f o r  f u l l e r  
u n i t y .  

8. T h e r e  i s  a  " g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o n e n e s s  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  God i n  e a c h  p l a c e  a n d  i n  a l l  p l a c e s ,  

a  o n e n e s s  b a s e d  on t h e  r e a l ,  t h o u g h  i m p e r f e c t ,  communion 
e x i s t i n g  be tween  a l l  who b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t  a n d  a r e  b a p t i z e d  
i n  h i s  name" ( 9 ) .  Even t h o u g h  much n e e d s  s t i l l  t o  b e  
done  " t o  overcome t h e  o b s t a c l e s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  way t o  
p e r f e c t  e c c l e s i a l  communion" ( L O ) ,  y e t  we r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h i s  e x i s t i n g  communion f o r  t h e  
p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  

9. I n  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  " a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  C h r i s t i a n s  
and  c h u r c h e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g i v e  common 

w i t n e s s "  ( 1  1 ) .  T h i s  w i t n e s s ,  r o o t e d  i n  common p r a y e r  and  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  c o m m i t t e d  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  i n  common engagement  
a t  l o c a l  l e v e l s ,  t e n d s  t o  d e e p e n  t h e  communion i n  t h e  
S p i r i t  a n d  t o  g i v e  v i s i b l e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  i t  ( 1 2 ) .  

10. We a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  o u r  j o i n t  e n d e a v o u r  i n  t h e  Commission 
on F a i t h  a n d  O r d e r  o f  t h e  World  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s  t o  

p r o d u c e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  on " B a p t i s m ,  E u c h a r i s t  a n d  M i n i s t r y " .  
T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  " t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n v e r g e n c e  
which  F a i t h  a n d  O r d e r  h a s  d i s c e r n e d  a n d  f o r m u l a t e d "  ( 1 3 )  
and  p o i n t s  i n  a  p r o m i s i n g  d i r e c t i o n .  We p r a y  t h a t  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  d w e l l i n g  i n  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  may i l l u m i n a t e  o u r  
minds  a n d  p r e p a r e  o u r  h e a r t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  o b s t a c l e s  
t o  f u l l  communion among C h r i s t i a n s  may he  overcome.  We l o n g  
f o r  s u c h  a  communion b a s e d  on o n e  b a p t i s m ,  u n i t e d  i n  con- 
f e s s i n g  t h e  o n e  a p o s t o l i c  f a i t h ,  s e r v e d  by o n e  a p o s t o l i c  
m i n i s t r y  and e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  common c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  



e u c h a r i s t ,  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  God a n d  f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  
humankind.  

11. U r g e n t  t o o  i s  common w i t n e s s  g i v e n  i n  r e l i e f  o f  human 
n e e d  a n d  i n  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  j u s t i c e  m u s t  b e  e x p r e s s e d  

i n  human l i v e s  a n d  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  s o c i e t y .  T h i s  
w i l l  mean an  e f f o r t  t o  g i v e  more e f f e c t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  
i n i t i a t i v e s  o f  s o c i a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  e n g a g i n g  c l o s e l y  
t h e  p a r t n e r s  o f  b o t h  s i d e s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  t a k e  up some o f  
t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  t o g e t h e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c o n c e r n  
f o r  w o r l d  p e a c e .  Through  s u c h  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w e  c a n  p r o -  
c l a i m  a  m e s s a g e  o f  hope  a n d  p e a c e  i n  a  b r o k e n  w o r l d ,  

1 2 .  Such  s t e p s  i n  o u r  e c u m e n i c a l  j o u r n e y  w i l l  he  s e r v e d  by 
t h e  r enewed  m a n d a t e  o f  t h e  J o i n t  Working Group b e t w e e n  

t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church  a n d  t h e  Y o r l d  C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s ,  
which  f o r  a l m o s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  h a s  f o s t e r e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  p a r t n e r s .  I n  t h i s  new p e r i o d  i t  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e k  ways t o  p r o m o t e  u n i t y ,  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  
t a s k s  o u t l i n e d  i n  i t s  F i f t h  R e p o r t .  I t  w i l l  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  
t o  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  g o a l  a n d  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  way t o w a r d s  u n i t y ,  
t o  common w i t n e s s ,  t o  s o c i a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  t o  e c u m e n i c a l  
f o r m a t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

13.  We a r e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  i n  C h r i s t  who h a s  g i v e n  
u s  t h e  g i f t  o f  new l i f e  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  God. T o d a y ' s  

m e e t i n g  e x p r e s s e s  s o m e t h i n q  o f  w h a t  l i n k s  u s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  
common c a l l i n g  a n d  o f  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  e a c h  
o t h e r  a s  members o f  C h r i s t .  May it be an o c c a s i o n  o f  h o p e ,  
a  s i g n  o f  t h i n g s  t o  come, a  f r u i t f u l  r e s p o n s e  t o  G o d ' s  
w i l l  a n d  t o  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  o u r  L o r d  t h a t  " t h e y  may a l l  b e  
o n e  s o  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  may b e l i e v e "  ( 1 4 ) .  

- e n d  - 

SOLILOQUY OF A S E E D  

Someth ing  t e l l s  me t o  s u r r e n d e r  a l l  I am 
and hope t o  b e ,  
and t o  decend t h e  dark o f  e a r t h  t o  be  
t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  t r e e ;  
b u t  t o  go up dare  I go down and t h i n k  a  t r e e  
can f i t  i n  me? 

- 

R e f ,  Repor t  from IMU. 



A NEW ERA OF EVANGELIZATION 

(NATIONAL SEMINAR, I D A D A N ,  1-3 May, 1 9 8 4 )  

James  Chukwuma Okoye,  CSSp. 

(NeZZa seconda parte deZ discorso teituto daZ Padre Okoye 
ad ibadrm, Nigeria egZi descrive i Z  numo mdeZZo deZZa Chiem 
che deriva deZZa v i s i t a  deZ Papa. La Chiesa a chiamata a quidare 
Zo sforzo per superare Ze diff icoZt2 economiche, sociati, pozitiche 
e mraZi, a cui ha fat to ceno i t  P o n  d u m t e  Za sua visits. Lu 
t e r m  parte deZ discorso di Padre v .;ye si trbvma neZ BoZtettino . 
SEDOS 84/No.11 det i ' LUGLIO 2 - 2  :). 

11. A NEW ERA-CHARACTERISTICS 

The 'new e r a '  w i l l  b e  ' a  f r e s h  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  
S p i r i t  o f  God on t h e  c h u r c h  i n  N i g e r i a '  ( 1 4 ) .  I t  w i l l  
b e  a  g i f t  o f  God i n  a n s w e r  t o  p r r y e r .  
Thus  t h e  Holy  F a t h e r  p r a y e d  c o n s t a n t l y ,  ' t h a t  z e a l  f o r  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  w i l l  e n v e l o p  t h e  c h u r c h  h e r e  i n  N i g e r i a ( l 5 ) .  
I n  a l l  h i s  s p e e c h e s  h e  t r i e d  t o  i n s t i l  t h i s  z e a l  i n t o  a l l  
s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  ! 4 i s  u n t i r i n g  e n t h u s i a s m  w a s  a  
s h i n i n g  e x a m p l e .  I g i v e  f i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

6 .  - Z e a l :  The P o p e ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  word  g r o u p  ' z e a l ' ,  ' d y n a m i s m ' ,  
demands  s t u d y .  I t  w : . l l  g i v e  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  new e r a .  He 
a s s o c i a t e s  ' z e a l '  a n d  ' z e a l o u s '  w i t h  p h r a s e s  l i k e  ' a p o s t o l i c  
dynamism'  ( 1 6 )  ' a p o s t o l i c  e n e r g y '  ( 1 7 )  , ' c h r i s t i a n  v i t a l i t y '  
( 1 8 )  ' g r e a t  i n t e n s i t y  o f  l o v e '  ( 1 9 ) .  Z e a l  m a r k s  f o r  t h e  
Pope  e v e r y  a c t i v i t y  o f  e v a n g e l i z e t i o n  - m i s s i o n a r y  e n d e a v o u r s ,  
p r e a c h i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g  ( 2 0 )  , l e c t u r i n g  i n  s e m i n a r i e s  ( 2 1 )  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  b i s h o p s  t o  c l e r g y  a n d  l a i t y  ( 2 2 ) .  I t  i s  z e a l  
f o r  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n ,  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  C h r i s t ,  no  m a t t e r  
w h a t  o u r  s t a t e  o f  l i f e  may 3 e .  ' E v e r y  d i s c i p l e  o f  C h r i s t  
h a s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  do  h i s  p a r t  i n  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  f a i t h '  
(AG,231. 

I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  p i t y  t h a t  we C a t h o l i c s  o f t e n  c a n n o t  
g i v e  a  r e a d y  a n s w e r  f o r  t h e  h o p s  i n  u s  ( c f .  l P t . 3 : 1 5 ) .  
A ' B i b l e  f o r  L i f e '  a p o s t o l a t e  i s  n e e d e d .  So a l s o  g e n u i n e  
c a t e c h e s i s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  w h i c h  wou ld  b e  o t h e r  t h a n  
' c a t e c h i s m '  f o r  t h o s e  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  S a c r a m e n t s .  We c a n  
b o r r o w  o c c a s i o n a l  r e v i v a l s  a n d  r e t r e a t s  ( o n e - d a y ,  weekend)  
f r o m  some r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  P r a y e r  l i f e  w i l l  b e  r e n e w e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  p e r s o n a l  p r a y e r  a n d  w h a t  F r .  L ibe rmann  c a l l s  
' a c t i v e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ' .  

14 .  O n i t s h a ,  Mass ,  6 .  1 9 .  I b a d a n ,  R e l i g i o u s ,  1. 
1 5 .  B i s h o p s ,  3. 20.  Kaduna,  O r d i n a t i o n , S .  
1 6 .  E n u g u ,  P r i e s t s ,  2 .  21 .  Enugu ,  P r i e s t s , 6 .  
1 7 .  Enugu,  P r i e s t s ,  9 .  22 .  B i s h o p s , l .  
1 8 .  Kaduna ,  C a t e c h i s t s  , l o .  



E f f e c t i v e  ways o f  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Y o u t h ,  m u s t  b e  d e v i s e d .  The C . U .  a n d  S.U. 
b e a t  u s  i n  t h i s .  S o c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  f o r  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  
G o s p e l  must  n o t  b e  n e g l e c t e d  ( c f . 2 ( a )  a n d  ( c ) ) .  C a t h o l i c s  
w o r k i n g  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s  ..., e s p e c i a l l y  p r i e s t s  
a n d  r e l i g i o u s ,  mus t  f a n  t h e i r  a p o s t o l i c  z e a l .  We do n o t  
h a v e  t o  own t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b e f o r e  we c a n  communica te  
C h r i s t  i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  them.  

A l l  o f  u s ,  f r o m  b i s h o p s  down t o  t h e  s i m p l e s t  c h r i s -  
t i a n , m u s t  d i v e s t  o u r s e l v e s  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  
c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  Members o f  p a r i s h  o r  s t a t i o n  
c o u n c i l s  s h o u l d  b e  c h o s e n  f o r  i n t e g r i t y ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
t h e  f a i t h ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  a p o s t o l i c  z e a l .  They s h o u l d  
h a v e  d o m i c i l e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Money o r  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  
c o u n t .  So a l s o  c h a i r p e r s o n s  f o r  a n y  c h u r c h  f u n c t i o n s .  

R e l i g i o u s  a r e  by  d e f i n i t i o n  p e o p l e  t o t a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  t h e  a p o s t o l a t e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  They s h o u l d  e x a m i n e  
t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  a p o s t o l i c  i m p a c t  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  work.  
They s h o u l d  a s k  t h e m s e l v e s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n n o t  t a k e  up some 
o f  t h e  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n  c h u r c h ,  e v e n  a t  t h e  
c o s t  o f  d i s e n g a g i n g  f r o m  c e r t a i n  ' w o r k s ' .  T h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  
t o  l i f e  a n d  work n e e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
Gospe 1. 

From t h e  e a r l i e s t  p e r i o d s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  l a y  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  men a n d  women, h a v e  a l w a y s  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  
a p o s t l e s .  The t r a i n i n g  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  l a y  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
o r  a u x i l i a r i e s  ( t e m p o r a r y )  s h o u l d  b e  e x a m i n e d .  I n  a n y  
c a s e ,  a  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  l a u n c h e d  on e v e r y  l e v e l - d i o c e s a n ,  
p r o v i n c i a l ,  n a t i o n a l .  

7 .  New S i t u a t i o n s :  A p o s t o l i c  z e a l  i n  N i g e r i a  t o d a y  w i l l  
f a c e  new s i t u a t i o n s .  Gone i s  t h e  m a g i c  

o f  c o l o u r ,  power  a n d  h i g h e r  t e c h n o l o g y .  The s e n s e  o f  t h e  
s a c r e d  i s  d i m i n i s h i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a  new b r e e d  o f  n e o - p a g a n s .  
P e o p l e  a r e  d i s c o v e r i n g  new s e c u r i t i e s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e  
a n d  c u l t u r e ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c a r r y - o v e r  a n d  awe f r o m  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  i s  f a d i n g .  New h o r i z o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l  
q u e s t  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  a r e  p l a y i n g  on t h e  ' t h i s - w o r l d l i n e s s '  
o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e .  An i d e o l o g i c a l  b a t t l e  i s  on.  
The c h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  i s  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  un- 
p r i v i l e g e d .  The n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  i s  coming  i n t o  i t s  own. 
A t  f i r s t  e d u c a t i o n  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then t h e  
s c h o o l  and  i t s  t e a c h e r s  t o o k  o v e r .  Now t h e  b u r d e n  d e v o l v e s  
on  t h e  f a m i l y  - a n d  p a r e n t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p r e p a r e d .  

F e a r  o f  h e l l  h a s  b e e n  r e l a t i v i s e d .  P e o p l e  a r e  y e a r n i n g  
f o r  a  t r u e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  f a c e .  The w o r s h i p  o f  God 
mus t  be p r e s e n t e d  a s  m a n ' s  qood.  P e o p l e  a r e  g r o w i n g  t i r e d  
o f  ' b e l i e v i n g ' ;  t h e y  y e a r n  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e v e n  
e x o t i c  a n d  o c c u l t  f o r m s .  Our c h r i s t i a n s  wan t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  
t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  w o r s h i p  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

The a n s w e r  i s  t h e  clynamism o f  t h e  G o s p e l  i t s e l f .  
H o l i n e s s  o f  p e r s o n s  a n d  p l a c e s  m u s t  b e  r e d i s c o v e r e d .  P e o p l e  
mus t  b e  g i v e n  r e a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  a  



t r a i n i n g  s u i t e d  t o  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The f a m i l y  must  
b e  made t h e  f o c u s  o f  a  new c a t e c h e s i s  a s  t h e  ' d o m e s t i c  
c h u r c h ' .  

8. A RENEWED C H U R C H  FOR A RENEWED SOCIETY 

( a )  A NEW OPERATIVE MODEL OF C H U R C H :  The Church  must  s h a k e  
h e r s e l f  l o o s e  f rom 

t h e  c o m p l a c e n c y  i n d u c e d  by t h e  s o c i e t a s  p e r f e c t a  model  
o p e r a t i v e  h i t h e r t o .  S h e  mus t  abandon  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
model  f o r  t h e  s a c r a m e n t a l - c o m m u n i o n  mode1 ( 2  3 ) .  Church  
l e a d e r s  mus t  a b a n d o n  h i e r a r c h i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a n d  i n s i s t e n c e  
on ' p o w e r s '  o f  o r d i n a t i o n .  A t t i t u d e s  o f  '3 d i o c e s e ' ,  
'3 p a r i s h '  a n d  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n v o l v e d  m u s t  c e a s e .  W e  
a r e  a l l  s t e w a r d s  i n  G o d ' s  h o u s e h o l d .  God i s  n o t  g l o r i f i e d  
by m i g h t y  monuments,  h a l l s  a n d  c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  
b l o o d  o f  t h e  p o o r .  U n i t s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  s h o u l d  l o o k  
o u t w a r d s ,  s t o p  b e i n g  s e l f - s e r v i n g .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  
m i g h t y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  may j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  a p o a t o l a t e  o f  
t h e  f u t u r e ,  when p a r i s h e s  w i l l  b e  r e a l l y  handy  e u c h a r i s t i c  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  The m i g h t y  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  w i l l  t h e n  p r o v e  
a n  u n b e a r a b l e  b u r d e n .  

S o c i a l  A p o s t o l a t e :  The c h u r c h  mus t  l o o k  a g a i n  a t  h e r  
s o - c a l l e d  s o c i a l  a p o s t o l a t e .  Are w e  

c l i n g i n g  t o  m e t h o d s  which  p r o v e d  u s e f u l  i n  t h e  p a s t  b u t  
h a v e  b e e n  b y p a s s e d ?  Are we d o i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  a b o u t  t h e  
s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  moment? Have h o s p i t a l s  become a  
means o f  mak ing  money? Who w i l l  t a k e  u p  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c a r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i n a c c e s s i b l e  a r e a s ?  
Are  we d o i n g  enough  a b o u t  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  unemploy-  
m e n t ?  Are we f u l l y  u s i n g  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  s c h o o l s  e v e n  now? why d o  we n o t  g o  on a n d  
b u i l d  new o n e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  ( 2 4 ) .  

Community: We mus t  r e - d i s c o v e r  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  a k o i n o n i a  
i n  t h e  Holy  S p i r i t ,  a  e u c h a r i s t i c  communi ty ,  

a  s p i r i t u a l  r e a l i t y .  The s p i r i t u a l  s h o u l d  be t h e  o n l y  
m e a s u r e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e .  C o m p l e n e n t a r i t y  o f  v o c a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  c h u r c h  mus t  b e  r e a l i z e d .  C l e r g y  mus t  g i v e  up c o n c e p t s  
o f  ' p o w e r '  f o r  t h a t  o f  ' s e r v i c e ' .  The t r e a s u r e  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h  s h o u l d  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  c h r i s t i a n  community l i v i n g  
a v i v i d  f a i t h  a n d  w o r s h i p .  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  f o r  t h e  
c h r i s t i a n ,  n o t  t h e  c h r i s t i a n  f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

23 .  H e l p f u l  h i n t s  v i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n  A . D u l l e e ,  Mode l s  o f  t h e  
Church  ( I m a g e  Books ,  D o u b l e d a y  a n d  Co . ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  

24 .  I am n o t  c o n d o n i n g  ' t a k e - o v e r '  o f  s c h o o l s  w i t h o u t  
c o m p e n s a t i o n .  I am o n l y  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  r e a l  
m o t i v a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  a p o s t o l a t e  n e e d  l e v e l - h e a d e d  
r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a s  a l s o  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  f r u i t s  o f  s u c h  
i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a l l  t h i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d .  



F i n a n c e s :  T h e r e f o r e ,  c h u r c h  f i n a n c e s  n e e d  r e - e x a m i n a t i o n .  
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a l l  m u s t  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  b i s h o p s  a n d  p r i e s t s ,  e v e n  by p u b l i c  a u d i t i n g .  
The p e o p l e  m u s t  know w h e r e  t h e i r  money i s  g o i n g .  They 
m u s t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  t h e i r  u s e .  The l e g i t i m a t e  a n x i e t i e s  o f  t h e  d i o c e s a n  
c l e r g y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  m u s t  b e  a s s u a g e d  by a  s o c i a l  
p o l i c y  which  t a k e s  them i n t o  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  
a n d  by an  e n f o r c e a b l e ,  a l b e i t  m o d e s t ,  s a l a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  
E n f o r c e a b l e  i s  m e a n t  b o t h  ways - t h e  p r i e s t  c a n  c l a i m  it 
a s  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h  can  h o l d  t h e  p r i e s t  t o  i t ,  
e v e n  i n  l aw.  The p r e s e n t  u n d e f i n e d  s y s t e m  i s  b a d  f o r  
c o n s c i e r i c e ,  b a d  f o r  p u b l i c  a u d i t i n g  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  
a n d  c d r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  h o l d  iri  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  b e c a u s e  o f  
n u m b e r s .  

I t  is  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o b  o f  c l e r g y  t o  s h i n e  t h e  l i g h t  
!:f t h e  G o s p e l  a n d  i t s  p r i o r i t i e s  when t a r g e t s  a r e  b e i n g  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  The a p o s t o l i c  
p u r p o s e  m u s t  come f i r s t .  P u t  b l u n t l y ,  I w o u l d  s o o n e r  
t r a i n  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e a l  c a t e c h i s t s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t o r s  o f  
C h r i s t  i n  s c h o o l s  t h a n  b u i l d  p a r i s h  h a l l s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e  ( 2 5 ) .  I n  a  p o o r  a r e a  I would  s o o n e r  b u i l d  a  handy  
c h u r c h ,  b u t  w e l l  s e t  u p  f o r  w o r s h i p ,  t h a n  a  p r o - c a t h e d r a l  
f o r  w h i c h  t h e  p o o r  a r e  b l e d .  G l o r i a  D e i ,  v i v e n s  homo: 
I would  s o o n e r  s p e n d  money on w o r s h i p  a n d  a l l  t h a t  l e a d s  - - 

t o  i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a t e c h e s i s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  w o r k e r s ,  t h a n  
on b u i l d i n g s ,  g a d g e t s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s .  The human t e m p t a t i o n  
t o  p u t  u p  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  ' i n  my t i m e '  mus t  b e  e v a n g e l i z e d .  
The n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  work t o  do .  

f b )  A SOCIETY RENEWED: H i t h e r t o  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  e m p h a s i z e d  
i n d i v i d u a l  s a l v a t i o n  a n d  j u s t i c e .  

I n  t h e  new e r a  C a t h o l i c s  w i l l  t a k e  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  u n i v e r s a l  ' c i v i l i s a t i o n  o f  l o v e '  
( 2 6 ) .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  s o c i a l  s i n  ( 2 7 )  
a n d  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  

25. Why s h o u l d  e a c h  p a r i s h  h a v e  a m i g h t y  h a l l ,  anyway? 
t A h a l l  may b e  n e e d e d  i n  c e r t a i n  c o n g e s t e d  c i t i e s ,  

Weddings  a n d  o t h e r  s o c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  o f  C a t h o l i c s  
m u s t  h a v e  an  e v a n g e l i z i n g  f u n c t i o n  i f  done  i n  t h e  
s o c i a l  m i l i e u x .  

26 .  Kaduna,  Moslem L e a d e r s ,  4.  

27. The r e c e n t  Synod  o f  B i s h o p s  on R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
a n d  P e n a n c e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s o c i a l  con-  
v e r s i o n  a n d  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  s i n .  



The s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e  a n d  l i b e r a t i o n  i s  an i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  o f  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  ( 2 8 ) .  The c l e r g y  w i l l  g i v e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  i n  t h i s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  domain  o f  a n  i n f o r m e d  a n d  
r e s p o n s i b l e  l a i t y .  S i l e n t  w i t n e s s  i s  n o t  enough .  C a t h o l i c s  
a r e  t o o  f e a r f u l  a n d  t i m i d  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  
c o - o r d i n a t e d  a c t i o n .  A n t i - g o s p e l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  mind a n d  
c u l t u r e  m u s t  b e  s h a t t e r e d .  The s p i r i t  o f  t h e  B e a t i t u d e s  
a n d  t h e  Sermon on t h e  Mount m u s t  n o t  o n l y  b e  l i v e d ,  b u t  
e n t h r o n e d  i n  s o c i e t y .  

C a t h o l i c s  m u s t  g i v e  a  l e a d  i n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  2 6  e v i l s  
o f  N i g e r i a  m e n t i o n e d  by t h e  Pope ( 2 9 )  

Bconomic e v i l s :  c o r r u p t i o n ,  b r i b e r y ,  
e m b e z z l e m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  a n d  
company f u n d s ,  e c o n o m i c  s a b o t a g e ,  
p e r s i s t e n t  unemployment .  

B o c i a l  e v i l s :  d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  weak,  
c a l l o u s n e s s  t o w a r d s  t h e  p o o r ,  
t h e  f r i e n d l e s s  a n d  t h e  
h a n d i c a p p e d ,  e x t r a v a g a n t  a n d  
u n p r o d u c t i v e  s p e n d i n g ,  p a r a d e  o f  
w e a l t h ,  n e p o t i s m ,  d e n i a l  o f  
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  l a c k  o f  
d i s c i p l i n e ,  s e e k i n g  ' t o  h a v e  m o r e '  
r a t h e r  t h a n  ' t o  b e  m o r e ' ,  i n c r e a s e  
i n  v a r i o u s  d e g r e e s  o f  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  
m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  i l l i t e r a c y ,  r e d u c e d  
l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y .  

P o l i t i c a l  e v i l s :  t r i b a l i s m  a n d  e t h n i c i s m ,  p o l i t i c a l  
a n t a g o n i s m ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  
o f  a p e r s o n ' s  r a c e ,  c o l o u r  e t h n i c  
o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n  o r  s e x ,  v i o l e n c e .  

M o r a l  e v i l s :  a b o r t i o n ,  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  d i v o r c e ,  
d i s h o n e s t y ,  polygamy.  

An i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  o f  d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  weak o r  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  s e x  a r e  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  women 
i n  o u r  c u l t u r e .  T h e s e  n e e d  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  u r g e n t l y .  
Women t h e m s e l v e s  n e e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  God. 

28. An e m p h a s i s  o f  t h e  Synod  o f  B i s h o p s ,  1 9 7 1 :  

The m i s s i o n  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  G o s p e l  
t o d a y  demands a  w h o l e h e a r t e d  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  i n t e g r a l  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  man now 
d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e  on  e a r t h .  

E v a n g e l i i  N u n t i a n d i  w a r n s  t h a t  t h i s  l i b e r a t i o n  m u s t  be 
i n t e g r a l ,  n o t  m e r e l y  t e m p o r a l .  ' L i b e r a t i o n  i s  incom- 
p l e t e  i t  ... n e g l e c t s  t o  p r o c l a i m  s a l v a t i o n  i n  J e s u s  
C h r i s t '  ( n o . 3 4 ) .  

29. The l i s t  h a s  b e e n  c u l l e d  m a i n l y  f r o m :  L a g o s ,  To t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  5 ;  O n i t s h a ,  Y o u t h , 5 :  I b a d a n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
P e o p l e ,  5 ;  Kaduna ,  Moslem L e a d e r s , 3 .  



9. UNITY A N D  PLANNING 

The C h u r c h  mus t  b e  open  t o  t h e  Holy  S p i r i t  who l e a d s  
h e r  i n t o  a l l  t r u t h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p l a n n i n g  i s  p a r t  o f  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  P a s t o r a l  p l a n s  n e e d  b e  worked  o u t  a s  a  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  b i s h o p s ,  p r i e s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  l a i t y .  
I n  t h e  new e r a  t h i s  p l a n n i n g  m u s t ,  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  
c o n c e r n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  g o s p e l  v a l u e s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a n -  
c i a l  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  I n  t h e  d i o c e s e ,  b i s h o p s  w i t h  
c l e r g y , r e l i g i o u s  a n d  l a i t y  m u s t  p l a n  t o g e t h e r  a n d  a c t  
t o g e t h e r .  B i s h o p s  t h e m s e l v e s  m u s t  p l a n  a n d  a c t  t o g e t h e r  
on t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  I t  would  seem t h a t  
p a s t o r a l  z e a l  t o w a r d s  common p r o j e c t s  i s  c o l d ,  a n d  t h a t  
s e c r e t a r i a t e s ,  s e m i n a r i e s ,  i n s t i t u t e s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p r i e -  
t o r s h i p  o f  o n e  b i s h o p  f a r e  f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  owned i n  
common. ( 3 0 ) .  

U n i t y  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  a c t i o n  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s c r i m i -  
n a t i o n s  we h e a r  o f .  P e o p l e  c r y i n g  o u t  f o r  a p o s t o l i c  
w o r k e r s  w i l l  r e j e c t  v o l u n t e e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o n - n a t i v e s .  
E t h n i c  t h i n k i n g  i n  G o d ' s  c h u r c h  i s  a n t i - g o s p e l  a n d  c o u n t e r -  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  C h u r c h  l e a d e r s  mus t  b e  f i r m  i n  r o o t i n g  
it o u t .  A l s o ,  l e t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  b e h a v e  l i k e  t r u e  g u e s t s  - 
l e a r n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e i r  a d o p t e d  p e o p l e s  a n d  t h e i r  w a y s ,  
e a t  t h e i r  f o o d  a n d  plumb t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  and  
r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  L e t  them become o n e  w i t h  t h e  
p e o p l e .  

' T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  g o s p e l  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d  f a l l s  p r i m a r i l y  on  t h e  body o f  b i s h o p s ' .  
i ~ ~ , 2 9 ) .  ' A l l  b i s h o p s  a re  c o n s e c r a t e d  n o t  j u s t  f o r  some 
o n e  d i o c e s e  b u t  f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d '  
(AG,38) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  ' b i s h o p s  s h o u l d  g l a d l y  e x t e n d  t h e i r  
f r a t e r n a l  a i d  t o  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  n e i g h -  
b o u r i n g  a n d  more n e e d y  d i o c e s e s  ....' LG,23) .  The new e t a  
w i l l  s e e  g r e a t e r  p a s t o r a l  l o v e  t o w a r d s  n e e d y  d i o c e s e s .  

10 .  A NEW OPPORTUNITY 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  c o - o r d i n a t e d  z e a l  f o r  t h e  
p a s t o r a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h i c h  h a s  emerged  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  B e l t .  
The c r e a t i o n  o f  s t a t e s  i n  1967  b r o k e  t h e  Moslem hegemony 
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a n d  saw t h e  d e  f a c t o  c o l l a p s e  o f  S a r d u a n a ' s  
b a r  on m i s s i o n a r y  e v a n g e l i z i n g .  R e s e n t m e n t  t o  a g e s  o f  
o p p r e s s i o n  h a s  l e d  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  t o  d e f i n e  them-  
s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r m e r  Moslem o v e r l o r d s .  B e s i d e s ,  new 
a f f i l i a t i o n s  emerged  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  p a s t .  The 
r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a h a r v e s t  t o  b e  r e a p e d  i n  p a r t s  o f  
M a k u r d i ,  I d a h ,  L o k o j a ,  Minna,  Y o l a  d i o c e s e s  a n d  t h e  
A b u j a  m i s s i o n .  F o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s  I a d d  P o r t  H a r c o u r t  
d i o c e s e .  S t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  v e r y  a r e a s  
w i t h  b o t h  few a p o s t o l i c  w o r k e r s  and  l e s s  e n c o u r a g i n g  p r o s -  
p e c t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  v o c a t i o n s .  Y o l a  r e c e n t l y  w i t n e s s e d  a  
d e t e r m i n e d  p u s h  by Moslem s e c t a r i a n s .  They w e r e  b u i l d i n g  
mosques  e v e r y  few k i l o m e t r e s  a n d  r e g i s t e r i n g  a l l  non- 
c h r i s t i a n s  a s  moslems.  

30. c f .  To B i s h o p s , l  
- e n d  - 



Michael Amaladoss, SJ. 

<I seguente discorso 2 .stat0 tenuto i n  occasione de2Z1incatro 
net a u m o  1984 delta "Comsszone 18". ta  quate e cornposta da - 
mppresentanti de 2 2a "Sacra Congregazi&e d;? 22 '~vange fizzazime dei 
Popoti e dei rappresentanti dei Superiori Generati degli ordini 
maschili e ,fefenarriniZ?: presenti a Roma. I2 tema detZ1incontro era 
"Incutturaaime ". 

The tHeme of incu l tu ra t ion  is provoking a l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t  
today, e s e e c i a l l y  because t h e  resurgence of nat ionalism and t h e  
increase  i n  communications have made the plural ism of c u l t u r e s  a  
f a c t  of eX&tience. Fai lure  t o  make much head-way in t h e  face  of 
t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r e s  and r e l i g i o n s  of Asia has l e d  Chr ig t i an i ty  t o  
quest ion i ts  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  and approaches. F inal ly ,  the  
phenomenon o f  secu la r i za t ion  has underlined the  poss ib le  gaps 
between r e l i g i o n  and cu l tu re  whose uni ty  had been taken f o r  granted. 
In  this b r i e f  presenta t ion  I intend t o  share only some of my experi- 
ences in Ind ia  and r a i s e  a  few quest ions f o r  r e f l e c t i o n .  

Indian cu l tu re :  Twenty-five yea r s  ago, I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the 
study of Indian Culture so t h a t  I could adequately 

t r a n s l a t e  the  Chr is t ian  message and i t s  scho las t i c ,  systematic 
e labora t ion  in a language/medium t h a t  would be e a s i l y  understood 
by my countrymen. A deeper study o f  Indian Culture made me discover 
its s p i r i t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  r i ches  and have a p o s i t i v e  apprecia t ion  
f o r  them. The Second Vatican Council helped me to  s e e  in them the  
"Seeds of the  Nord" t h a t  I have t o  i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  my Chr is t ian  
t r a d i t i o n .  The Council 's  e f f o r t  t o  re-express age-old t r u t h s  i n  
contemporary terms made me r e a l i z e  t h e  f u l l e r  implicat ions of the  
Ca tho l i c i ty  of the Word i n  the context  of c u l t u r a l  p lura l i sm and 
the need f o r  it t o  incarnate  i s e l f  i n  t h e  Indian Culture so t h a t  
we develop an Indian S p i r i t u a l i t y ,  worship, theology, Church organ- 
i z a t i o n ,  e t c .  This has,  however, tended t o  become a piece-meal and 
e l i t e  a c t i v i t y ,  divorced from the day-to-day l i f e  of the  people. 
Today, I have come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  Incu l tu ra t ion  is meaningful only 
in  t h e  context  of bui ld ing up t h e  Community, of transforming i t s  way 
of l i f e ,  tak ing i n t o  account a l l  of i t s  dimensions (economic, 
psychological,  soc io -po l i t i ca l ,  c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s )  i n  an integ- 
gated manner. 

Gospel and Culture: This experience has l e d  me both t o  broaden and 
t o  deepen my understanding of incu l tu ra t ion .  I 

s e e  it today a s  the  process of building up a new humanity embracing 
various approaches and a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  proclamation of t h e  Good News, 
dialogue,  ac t ion  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  and community-building involving t h e  
c r e a t i v e  self-expression of t h e  community, i ts  l i f e  and ce lebra t ion .  
One hears  o f t e n  today about t h e  dialoque between Gospel and Culture. 
The Gospel seems t o  be perceived a s  a ready-made message, prophet ic  
and challenging. Culture seems t o  be understood a s  r e f e r r i n q  t o  t h e  
Creat ive  world of t h e  a r t s  and l i t e r a t u r e .  When one is th inking o f  
t h e  non-Christian world, c u l t u r e  seems t o  englobe whatever is ,  is  n o t  



the Gcspel. Iihen one speaks of inculturation, one seems t o  think 
f i r s t  of the l i turgy,  then of the media and f ina l ly  of the s ty l e  
of l i f e .  Today. I would prefer t o  speak of the  tlord tha t  became 
flesh i n  Jesus Christ, but wh?.ch a l so  enlightens every man coming 
in to  the world and the Seeds of which can be discerned everywhere 
and which seeks t o  incarnate i t s e l f  i n  every culture in order t o  
transform it. Culture for  me, is the way people l ive,  understand 
themselves, organize themselves and celebrate l i f e .  It is the way 
i n  wNch a Connuunity humanizes i t s e l f  and the world i n  which it 
lives* 

Within the context of a Christian Community, one can still 
t a l k  meaningfully of  a dialogue between Gospel and Culture. But 
i n  India where the Gospel comes in  various European cul tura l  garbs 
and the culture is animated by many great  religions,  inculturation 
is an inter-cultural  and inter-religious project. The mission of 
the Church in India is, not to build an Indian Christian Community 
which w i l l  be a ghetto closed i n  on i t s e l f ,  but t o  be a t  the service 
of the plan of God ( the Mystery) t h a t  leads a l l  men t o  a new heaven 
and a new earth through paths known to the S p i r i t  alone. 

A Task of the People: I f  the goal of inculturation is building 
up of the  community, then it is the t a s k ,  not 

of a few experts, but of the people. In India, soon a f t e r  the Second 
Vatican Council, there was a l o t  of enthusiasm among the e l i t e .  
There were f i r s t  steps toward an Indian l i turgy. There were new 
in i t i a t ives  in  s t a r t ing  Christian Ashrams as  centers of s > i r i t u a l  
practice. These movements have not made much headway. They were 
movements of the e l i t e ,  not of the people. The notion of culture 
tha t  we e l i t e  worked with was ethnographical, not anthropological. 
We sought Indian Culture in  the rich t radi t ion of the past. We 
did not look a t  the contemporary l i f e  of the people, with widespread 
poverty and oppression, caught in  the tensions between modernity 
and t rad i t ion ,  torn between industr ia l izat ion and consequent 
urbanization and a continuing rura l ,  agr icul tural  base, challenged 
by western culture and media. The people a r e  looking for a Word 
tha t  w i l l  transform the i r  present l i f e ,  make t h e i r  quest for  
l iberation and development meaningful and lead them towards a new 
world. m i l e  it needs guiding and f a c i l i t a t i n g  leadership, the 
community w i l l  have to build up i t s e l f .  I t  w i l l  need t o  do t h a t  
in dialogue with the others who share the same socio~conomic,  
po l i t i ca l  and cul tura l  s i tuat ion,  but draw inspiration from other 
l iv ing  f a i ths  and ideologies. 

The Self-emptying of the Word: When God wanted t o  make a l l  things 
new i n  the world, He sent the Word, 

who emptied Himself and even died before He rose again t o  new l i f e .  
When we think of inculturation as an incarnational process we easi ly  
reca l l  the death and resurrection and affirm how everything tha t  
cmcerns man and the  wor ' has t o  go through the same process of 
dying and rising. This is  certainly true.  B l l t  how eas i ly  do we 
forget the self-emptying of the riorldl 

1f the new humanity is a t  a l l  new and creative,  it w i l l  be 
something t h a t  we cannot foresee and p!-a for. Are we ready t o  
accept t h i s  uncertainty and look f3rward in  rea l  hope rather than 
keep turning t o  the past in the nane of f a i th  and t radi t ion? I 
think one of the obstacles t o  authentic inculturation is the fear  



and insecur i ty  t h a t  c l ings  t o  the  past .  Are we ready t o  lose  our- 
se lves  with t h e  assurance t h a t ,  not by ourselves but i n  t h e  power 
of t h e  S p i r i t ,  we w i l l  f i n d  ourselves again. This i s  n e i t h e r  t h e  
p lace  nor  the  time t o  work out  t h e  implicat ions of t h i s  self-emptying. 
But it would requ i re  f u r t h e r  s tudy and re f l ec t ion .  

New Role o f  Religious: This  is t h e  background i n  which I would l i k e  
t o  s e t  some r e f l e c t i o n s  on the l i f e  and work 

of r e l i g i o u s  Cingregations i n  view of incu l tu ra t ion .  My remarks 
would r e f e r  again t o  our experience i n  India.  Religious houses and 
I n s t i t u t i o n s  have tended i n  the  p a s t  t o  become i s l ands  of affluence. 
Today, we have more and more groups, e spec ia l ly  of women r e l i g i o u s ,  
l i v i n g  with t h e  people, working with them, building them up, helping 
them, witnessing t o  t h e i r  f a i t h  in  a qu ie t  way. There is a growing 
option f o r  N r a l  community hea l th  work r a t h e r  than b i g  h o s p i t a l s ,  
non-formal education programmes r a t h e r  than schools ,  se l f -he lp  
p r o j e c t s  centered around b a s i c  human communities r a t h e r  than e labora te  
development schemes, leadership  t r a i n i n g  programmes r a t h e r  than 
pat roniz ing leadership ,  c a r e f u l  f a i t h  formation a t t e n t i v e  t o  l o c a l  
c u l t u r e s  and r e l i g i o n s  r a t h e r  than aggressive mass conversion move- 
ments. 

Changed P r i o r i t i e s :  This s h i f t  i n  p r i o r i t i e s  w i t h  regard t o  t h e  apos- 
t o l a t e  involves a s h i f t  in l i f e - s t y l e  and 

formation. One l e a r n s  t o  l i v e  l i k e  t h e  people with t h e  people. This 
would mean simpler  dwell ings,  ordinary modes o f  d r e s s ,  l e s s  needs, 
more l i v i n g  con tac t s  with t h e  people, more meaningful community l i f e ,  
more re l evan t  prayer,  e t c .  Let me note  t h a t  I am no t  speaking of 
l a rge  s c a l e  achievement, b u t  o f  emerging trends.  

Forming r~eople  t o  t h i s  kind of l i f e  is very d i f f e r e n t  from 
shaping them t o  imported i d e a l  models of r e l i g i o u s  decorum. Form- 
a t ion  becomes experience-based. A knowledge of t h e  l o c a l  language 
becomes e s s e n t i a l .  One is slowly inse r t ed  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r e  
i f  one is from a d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  area. A se r ious  e f f o r t  is made 
t o  i n c u l t u r a t e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and theologica l  r e f l ec t ion .  In the 
process ,  one l ea rns  t o  quest ion even what may be considered t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  Indian mo8els. 

Time was when one was dreaminq of turning r e l i g i o u s  homes i n t o  
Ashrams and r e l i g i o u s  i n t o  Sanyasis.  There is a growing r e a l i s a t i o n  
today t h a t  while Ashrams may have t h e i r  l imi ted  p lace ,  they a r e  n o t  
t h e  i d e a l  models f o r  most r e l i g i o u s  in  terms of t h e  type of l i f e  and 
work t o  which they have been ca l led .  Indian symbols, methcds of 
prayer and manner of ce lebra t ion  a r e  f inding a g rea te r  p lace .  

The: A f i n a l  word about the  fore ign missionary. 
He o r  she has t o  l ea rn  the  very d i f f i c u l t  

a r t  o f  not  importing fore ign models and foreign needs with the  excuse 
of-having t o  be f a i t h f u l  t o  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r  re l igous  t r a d i t i o n ,  bu t  
of f a c i l i t a t i n g  the  organic qrowth of the  l o c a l  community. Incu l tu ra t ion  
is primari ly the  t a s k  o f  the  l o c a l  church. One is amazed a t  t h e  th ings  
t h a t  common people can do i f  one watches t h e  p a r a l l e l  l i t u r g i e s ,  f o r  
example. They may need help  t o  d iscern .  But t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  is the i r s .  
Foreign missionaries have c e r t a i n l y  t o  adapt themselves t o  t h e  way of 
l i f e  o f  t h e  people with whom they a re  l i v i n g  and working. But they 
must r e s i s t  t h e  temptation of ooing completely na t ive  o r  even out- 
doing t h e  people. Excent in  very r a r e  cases ,  it would be inauthent ic .  



It i s  by remaining fore ign,  even when t o t a l l y  adapted, t h a t  
they can continue t o  be a challenge t o  dialogue and growth and be 
a witness t o  t h e  enr iching c a t h o l i c i t y  of the  Church. This is 
indeed a d i f f i c u l t  vocation t h a t  demands commitment and humility. 

- end - 

EXTWlCT FROM THE DICOURSE OF H.H. JOEIN PAUL I1 

TO THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR CULTURE (18th January 1983) 

- On many occasions I have affirmed t h a t  dialogue between t h e  
Church and cu l tu res  has a v i t a l  importance otday f o r  t h e  fu tu re  
of t h e  Church and t h e  world. May I be permitted t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  i n  i n s i s t i n g  on two p r i n c i p a l  and complementary aspects  which 
cor reswnd  t o  t h e  two l e v e l s  on which the  Church c a r r i e s  on its 

& 

a c t i v i t y :  t h a t  of t h e  evangelizat ion of cu l tu res  and t h a t  of - t he  
defence of man and of h i s  c u l t u r a l  development. Both t a s k s  demand 
t h a t  new means f o r  d i a l o w e  between the  Church and t h e  c u l t u r e s  - 
of our time be developed... 

- There a re  s t i l l  spheres and menta l i t i e s ,  a s  well  a s  e n t i r e  
countr ies  and regions t o  be evangelized, which presupposes a long 
and courageous process o f  incu l tu ra t ion  311 

order  t h a t  the  Gospel may pene t ra te  t h e  soui  o t  l i v i n g  cul tures ;  
responding t o  their highes t  expectat ions and inducing t h e m  t o  grow 
i n  f a i t h ,  hope, and Chr is t ian  c h a r i t y  ... 
- L e t  us add t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a mission t o  be undertaken to 
those  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  lonp marked by C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  bu t  which a r e  now 
threatened by ind i f fe rence ,  agnosticism, o r  even i r r e l i g i o n .  New 
s e c t o r s  of cu l tu re  a r e  appearing, with various o b j e c t i v e s ,  zethods,  
and languages. I n t e r c u l t u r a l  dialogue is thus  necessary f o r  Chr is t -  
i ans  i n  every country... 

- on t h e  one hand, it is necessary t h a t  t h e  evangelizer  f ami l i a r i ze  
himself w i t h  t he  socio-cul tura l  environments i n  which he w i l l  pro- 
claim t h e  Word of God; much more, the  Gospel i s  i t s e l f  a leaven f o r  
cu l tu re  to t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it reaches man i n  h i s  manner of th inking,  
behaving, working, recrea t ion  - t h a t  i s ,  it reaches man in h i s  s p e c i f i c  
cu l tu re .  On t h e  o t h e r  ]land, our f a i t h  gives us confidence in man..- 
i n  roan crea ted  i n  the  image of God and redeemed by C h r i s t  - i n  man - 
whom we w a n t  t o  defend and t o  love f o r  himself ,  conscious a s  w e  a r e  
t h a t  he i s  man only throuoh h i s  c u l t u r e ,  t h a t  i s ,  through h i s  freedom . 
to grow i n t e g r a l l y  and with a l l  h i s  s p e c i f i c  po ten t i a l .  .. 
- In  your work you a r e  ca l l ed  t o  col labora te  with a l l  men of good 
w i l l .  You w i l l  f ind  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of g o d  i s  mysteriously a t  work - 
in many o f  our contemporaries, even i n  sone of them who do not claim 
to have any r e l i g i o n ,  bu t  who a r e  t ry ing  honest ly t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r  
human vocation with courage... 

Ref. Pon t i f i c iun  Consilium Pro Cultura 1311/84. Vaticano, Fcb. 10,1984. 

- end - 



PERCENTAGE OF POFULATIOEl DISTRIBUTION PER REGION in:- 

AFRICA 
NORTH AlilERICA 
LATIN AMERICA 
EAST ASIA 
SOUTH A S I A  
EUROPE 
OCEANIA 
USSR 

In 1982, th ree - f i f ths  of the  t o t a l  world population were in 
Asia. 1/5 and 1/6 of humanity were l i v i n g  i n  two countr ies  alone, 
China arld 1hdia kespectivelyr 

In  1984, world population f igures  a r e  estimated t o  r i s e  to 
4,765 mil l ion  people. 

On the Earth today the re  a r e  two b i l l i o n  more people t h a t  there  
were t h i r t y  years  ago. 

A t  t h e  moment, th ree  people ou t  of four l i v e  in the  l e s s  developed 
areas  of t h e  world - two ou t  of th ree  t h i r t y  years  ago - and four out  
of f i v e  i n  f i f t e e n  years  time. 

Actual increase of demographic growth:- 

2% i n  t h e  developing areas/0,7% Fn t h e  developed areas 

In 2025, two b i r t h s  o u t  of f i v e  w i l l  t ake  place i n  Africa.  

Demographic growth w i l l  reamin slower i n  Europe and become 
s t a t i c  by 2025. Then the re  w i l l  be only 2 Europeans per  every 30 
inhab i t an t s  of t h e  globe. 

Number of people l i v i n g  i n  towns: 

1959 . . . one o u t  of th ree  
1980 .. . two o u t  of f i v e  
2025 .. . f i v e  o u t  of t en  a t  l e a s t .  

\ h a t  kind of Heritage may those of 2025 expect? For mi l l ions  of yea rs ,  
the  t r o p i c a l  r a in  f o r e s t s  

of South East  Asia, South America, and Africa have been the  e a r t h ' s  
na tu ra l  chemical l abora to r ies ,  botanic gardens and zoos. Today we a r e  
destroying t h e m  a t  such a r a t e  t h a t  within 25 years only fragments w i l l  
remain of t h e  v a s t  f o r e s t s  of Plalaysia and Indonesia. When the  t r e e s  a r e  
f e l l e d ,  s o i l  erosion begins and within a few years ,  t h e  whole area  t h a t  
was once a f o r e s t  becomes wasteland. I.le s h a l l  have l o s t  f o r  ever the 
e a r t h ' s  g r e a t e s t  t r easure  house of  p lan t s  and animals; perhaps our most 
valuable n a t u r a l  resource f o r  t h e  fu ture .  And it i s  happening i n  areas  
where p v e r t y  already verges upon s ta rva t ion .  

Ref. U.N. quoted i n  Secoli  May - J m  11384. 
- end - 



MISSIO - INSTITUTE OF MISSIOLGGY, AACHEN 

In 1971 MISSIO es tab l i shed  an associa t ion  fo r  the  promotion of 
missiology and t o  adver t i se  fo r  donations towards s c i e n t i f i c  p ro jec t s  
which, i n  view of t n e  German t a x  system, would be s p e c i a l l y  favourable 
fo r  taxat ion  purposes. Thus the Missio Missiology I n s t i t u t e  ( M W I )  
was founded. I t  th r ives  to-day. The I n s t i t u t e  o f f e r s  he lp  t o  s u i t a b l e  
candidates from Africa,  Asia and Oceania i n  a  s p i r i t  of Chr is t ian  
s o l i d a r i t y  t o  pursue s c i e n t i f i c  s tud ies  i n  Mission. They may 
be s i s t e r s ,  c a t e c h i s t s ,  p r i e s t s  o r  laypeople, i n  f a c t  anyone ent rus ted  
with leadership functions in the Church. 

The M W I ,  which sponsors exclus ively  post-graduate s t u d i e s ,  
a l s o  gives a i d  f o r  s tud ies  i n  foreign countr ies ,  knowing t h a t  some 
countr ies  do no t  o f f e r  study f a c i l i t i e s  in  c e r t a i n  f i e l d s .  The M W I  
f a c i l i t a t e s  col labora t ion  between t h e  Southern and Northern hemispheres. 
I t  therefore  publishes wri t ings of eminent theologians from the so- 
ca l l ed  Third World so  t h a t  t h e i r  cont r ibut ions  may be ava i l ab le  and 
may influence the  thinking of theologians of the  North. 

when MISSIO became involved, i n  t h i s  promotion of  Missiology 
quest ions soon arose:  What i s  missiology to-day? What should they 
promote? S c i e n t i f i c  work i n  the missions o r  research on the  mission? 
Missio Newsletter No. 16 t a k e s  up t h i s  very i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  which 
w e  f e e l  su re  is  of i n t e r e s t  t o  SEWS members: 

"The r e a l i s a t i o n  became c l e a r e r  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  the 
Local Churches i n  Africa,  Asia and Oceania a r e  responsible them- 
se lves  fo r  t h e  evangelization of t h e i r  continents  and, i n  order  t o  
car ry  on t h i s  r e spons ib i l i ty  they need c e r t a i n  theologica l  prerequi-  
s i t e s .  With t h i s  r e a l i s a t i o n ,  the p r i o r i t i e s  of our I n s t i t u t e  a l s o  
changed. More and more we began t o  promote theologica l  formation 
and r e f l e c t i o n  i n  the  Young Churches so  t h a t  they would be b e t t e r  
equipped t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  missionary tasks  of incu l tu ra t ion ,  
dialogue, s o c i a l  se rv ice  and proclamation of the Gospel. In t h i s  
process,  the  development of an authent ic  African and A s i a n  theo- 
logy has played a cen t ra l  ro le .  

F i n a l l y , t h e ~  f inanc ia l  means of the I n s t i t u t e  of Missiology 
were s o l e l y  a l loca ted  f o r  these  p r i o r i t i e s .  We finance post-graduate 
s tud ies  i n  theology and r e l a t e d  sub jec t s  f o r  the Local Churches 
i n  Africa,  Asia and Oceania. We support research work, the p r i n t i n g  
of d i s s e r t a t i o n s  and o the r  theologica l  l i t e r a t u r e .  We give subs id ies  
fo r  the  purchase of books f o r  theologica l  l i b r a r i e s .  We he lp  t o  
finance theologica l  conferences. 

A growi-ng number of donors i n  Germany, above a l l  p r i e s t s ,  
recognise t h e  importance of t h i s  work and put  a t  our d isposal  
increas ing sums of money. Because of t h i s ,  i n  1983 the I n s t i t u t e  
of Missiology was able t o  a l l o c a t e  over two mil l ion DM f o r  the 
following purposes: 



..... Scholarship f o r  post-graduate theologica l  s t u d i e s  DM 1.532.450,- 
Research work and programmes ......................... DM 68.930,- 
P r i n t i n g  of theologica l  publ ica t ions  ................. DM 118.025,- 
Supporting theologica l  conferences ................... DM 129.903,- 
Purchase of books f o r  theologica l  l i b r a r i e s  ........... DM 152.000,- 

The processing of the  app l i ca t ions  f o r  the  above named ca tegor ies  
of p r o j e c t s  is c a r r i e d  o u t  by the  I n s t i t u t e  of Missiology, i n  c lose  
cooperation w i t h  MISSIO. 

The emphasis l a y  c l e a r l y  on the  promotion of post-graduate s t u d i e s  
which se rve  the formation of q u a l i f i e d  s t a f f  f o r  theologica l  research 
and teaching i n : t h e  Young Churches. 

From the s tuden t s  who received g ran t s  i n  1983, 35 came from 12 
count r ies  i n  Africa,  34 from the  Asian count r ies  and 1 from Oceania. 
58 of the  s tudents  s tudy i n  Europe, 11 of whom a t  d i f f e r e n t  universi-  
t i e s  i n  Germany. 11 study i n  the  USA and Canada, and only 1 a t  a  
un ive r s i ty  i n  Asia. 53 a r e  p r i e s t s ,  4  a re  r e l i g i o u s  s i s t e r s ,  and 
13 a r e  l ay  people. Since 1980 we have heldwrekend seminars f o r  those 
s tuden t s  who study i n  Germany and Belgium. 

Documentation and Library  

Through i t s  work the  I n s t i t u t e  of  Missiology comes i n  c lose  contac t  
with theo log ica l  innovations and developments i n  Afr ica ,  Asia and 
Oceania. The app l i ca t ions ,  t he  research and conference r e p o r t s ,  a s  
well  a s  the  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  and journals  h i c h  contain a  wealth of  
information, i n i t i a l l y  s to red  i n  our a rchives ,  have now become the 
foundation of the  documentation and l i b r a r y  of the  I n s t i t u t e .  

There a r e ,  of course, l i b r a r i e s  a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and i n s t i t u t e s  i n  
Germany with theo log ica l  publ ica t ions  from the  Third World, but  
the re  is no p lace  where they a r e  sys temat ica l ly  col lec ted .  This 
t a sk  has been assumed by the  I n s t i t u t e  of Missiology. 

We, the re fo re ,  have the  only l i b r a r y  and documentation cent re  
i n  Germany s p e c i a l i s i n g  i n  "Third World Theology". Although they a re  
s t i l l  i n  the i n i t i a l  s t ages ,  they contain the  following documents: 

- most of the  theologica l  journals  from Afr ica ,  Asia and Oceania 
and a s e l e c t i o n  of journals  from Lat in  America; 

- t h e  most important theologica l  book pub l i ca t ions  from these con- 
t i n e n t s ;  

- unpublished theologica l  documents ( d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  conference 
r epor t s ,  l e c t u r e  notes  e t c . ) ;  

- information about theo log ica l  f a c u l t i e s ,  i n s t i t u t e s ,  theologica l  
a s soc ia t ions  e t c .  i n  the  Third World. 

The l i b r a r y  i s  ava i l ab le  t o  a l l  who wish t o  become fami l i a r  
with theologica l  development i n  the  Third World. I t  i s  poss ib le  
t o  work i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  t o  borrow books o r  t o  reques t  photocopies. 
To make t h i s  se rv ice  more e f f i c i e n t  e l e c t r o n i c  da ta  processing w i l l  

1s 

be i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  l i b r a r y  t h i s  year.  



- - -  - -  

SEWS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Committee l a s t  m e t  on June 27, 1984. Following i s  a condensed 
Report  o f  t h e  meeting. 

Finances:  Fr .  Nobert ,  OML., Treasurer ,  p r e sen t ed  t h e  ha l f -yea r ly  
r e p o r t .  Income and expendi tu re  i s  wi th in  t h e  budget  which 

i s ,  however, d d e f i c i t  budget.  H e  f o r e s e e s  t h e  need f o r  an i n c r e a s e  i n  
annual membership f e e s  i n  1985. The p r e s e n t  f e e s  have remain unchanged 
f o r  three years .  

Seminars: Fr. Dieter  Scho l t z  SJ .  who d i r e c t s  t h e  J e s u i t  Refugee 
Programme from t h e i r  Genera la te  i n  Rome w i l l  be  t h e  

speaker  a t  t h e  SEDOS Seminar on Mission and Refugees which w i l l  be 
he ld  on October 31, 1984. 

The Seminar on Mission and Urbanizat ion w i l l  be he ld  i n  con- 
junct ion wi th  t h e  Annual General Meeting on December 11, 1984. 
The Committee i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  aim of  t h i s  seminar t hus :  t o  propose 
approaches t o  t h e  p a s t o r a l  and mission problems involved  i n  t h e  
phenomenal growth o f  c i t y  popula t ion .  In format ion  on t h e  a c t u a l  
s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  be  c i r c u l a t e d  before  t h e  Seminar t o  enab l e  p a r t i c i -  
pan t s  t o  concen t r a t e  on t h e  proposed approaches. 

The Committee cont inued  with  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  major 
r e s i d e n t i a l  Seminar on Justice which w i l l  be 
h e l d  a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  from March 1 9  t o  23,  1985. The approach 
w i l l  aga in  be deduc t ive  based on a c t u a l  exper iences  of  SEWS member 
s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  promote j u s t i c e  a s  a  c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t  
o f  miss ion.  Ca rd ina l  Arns of  Sao Paolo  w i l l  be i n v i t e d .  The Cormit tee  
w i l l  seek t o  i n v i t e  t hose  who have had a c t u a l  exper iences  of  t h e  
problems involved  i n  promoting j u s t i c e .  The I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Apos to l ic  
L i f e  have confirmed through t h e i r  S e c r e t a r y  i n  Rome, Fr .  Will iam 
Ha l l i den ,  SSC, t h a t  t hey  w i l l  ho ld  t h e i r  bi-annual meet ing i n  
conjunc t ion  wi th  t h i s  SEWS Seminar which they w i l l  be  a t t e n d i n g .  

Following on t h e  Seminar two f u r t h e r  days,  March 2 5  and 2 6  
have been reserved  a t  V i l l a  C a v a l l e t t i  f o r  a  s e s s i o n  on Mutua l i ty  
between Men and Women i n  Mission i n  response t o  t h e  r eques t  f o r  
f u r t h e r  s t udy  of t h i s  t o p i c  a t  the SEWS Seminar on M i n i s t r i e s  i n  
March 1984. 

Other i t ems  of  informat ion from t h e  meeting: 

The Committee welcomed Archbishop Ryan t o  t h e  Congregation f o r  
t h e  Evange l iza t ion  of Peoples  and Archbishop Arinze t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t e  f o r  Non-Christians. 

The SEWS Brochure h a s  been brought  up t o  d a t e  and re-edi ted.  

S r .  Giuseppina T r e s o l d i ' s  account  o f  h e r  r ecen t  v i s i t  t o  Chad 
was much app rec i a t ed  as was a l s o  Sr .  C h r i s t i n a  Middelhoff 's  t a l k  
on SEWS t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Sacred Hear t  du r ing  t h e i r  meeting 
i n  Rome. 



Sr .  Wocadie SA., and Fr. Richard Woulfe CSSp., both r e s i d e n t  
i n  East Af r i ca ,  at tended the  World Conference on Religion and Peace 
held i n  Nairobi i n  August 1984 a s  r ep resen ta t ives  of  SEWS. 

- end - 

MISSIONARY INSTITUTE LONWN 

( A f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  Catholic  Universi ty,  Louvain) 

The I n s t i t u t e  is an academic consortium s e t  up i n  1967, 
providing courses i n  Philosophy, Sc r ip tu re ,  Chr i s t i an  Doctrine 
and E th ics ,  Church History and Law, Socia l  and Pas to ra l  S tud ies ,  
Missiology and Liturgy. Seven Missionary Soc ie t i e s  a r e  Founder 
Memhers of the  Consortium: Consolata; Holy Ghost; M i l l  H i l l ;  
Society of African Missions; White Fathers;  Divine Word and 
Verona. 

The I n s t i t u t e  o f f e r s :  

A complete S i x  Year Programme of Studies  

A One Year Course leading t o  a Diploma i n  Missiology 

A Seven Week Up-dating Course f o r  Missionaries.  

The I n s t i t u t e  confers  Diplomas in Theology and Missiology and 
through the  Universi ty of Louvain a Baccalaureate i n  Theology and 
a Mastership i n  Religious Studies.  

Other Courses a re  arranged a s  j o i n t  ventures with o t h e r  
I n s t i t u t e s .  

Applicat ions to :  

The Reg i s t r a r ;  Missionary I n s t i t u t e ,  
Holcombe House, 
The Ridgeway, 
London NW7 4HY 
Tel. 01-906 1893/4/5 


