


News - 
Chad Up Date: S i s t e r  Giuseppina Tresoldi of t h e  Comboni S i s t e r s  

and a member of the  Executive Committee of  SEWS 
returned from an extended v i s i t  t o  Chad i n  May 1984. She shared h e r  
assessment of the s i t u a t i o n  there  with a group of  SEDOS members a t  
an informal meeting i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t e  on June, 14. The mi l i t a ry  
presence impinges l e s s  on the l i v e s  of  the  people than t h r e e  years  
ago when she was l a s t  there .  The economic s i t u a t i o n  has worsened. 

The work of  mission faces l e s s  d i f f i c u l t y  and there  a r e  many new 
members of the Church who profess  t h e i r  f a i t h  with a s p i r i t  of joy 
and fervour. Spontaneous groups of Chr is t ians  a r i s e ,  s p e c i a l l y  among 
women, who f e e l  the urge t o  be themselves messengers of  t h e  Good 
News t o  people in  remote v i l l ages .  Bishops urgently ask f o r  missionary 
personnel a s  the l o c a l  clergy a r e  few but  the  harvest  is great .  
The Bishops of the dioceses of SARH and IEOUNDOU s p e c i a l l y ,  ask f o r  
he lp  i n  order  t o  meet t h e i r  urgent needs p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  pre- 
para t ion  of  l o c a l  personnel. 

Society of  African Missions: Members of the  Society meeting a t  t h e i r  
Generalate i n  Rome l a s t  month v i s i t e d  

SEDOS Secre ta r i a t e .  Two groups, one English speaking, t h e  o the r  
French speaking, came on d i f f e r e n t  afternoons t o  see  t h e  work of the 
S e c r e t a r i a t e  and t o  v i s i t  t h e  Documentation Centre. We, i n  t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t e ,  appreciated t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and extend a s i m i l a r  
'benvenuto' t o  o the r  groups who may be meeting i n  Rome. 

Sacred Heart S i s t e r s :  Sr .  Chr i s t ina  kliddelhoff of the  S i s t e r s  of 
Our Lady of Africa and a member of t h e  Executive 

Council of SEDOS gave a t a l k  on the  work of  SEDOS t o  a French speaking 
group of Sacred Heart S i s t e r s  a t  t h e i r  i n v i t a t i o n  when they were i n  
Rome f o r  a renewal meeting l a s t  May. 

C la re t i ans '  Mission Meeting: About t h i r t y  members of the  Clare t ions  
(CPl!?) from various missions w i l l  come 

together  during September a t  t h e i r  GenerallteinRome a s  p a r t  of the  
process of preparat ion f o r  t h e i r  forthcoming General Chapter i n  1985. 
SEWS has helped i n  the  preparat ion of  the  meeting which hopes t o  
underl ine the  mission dimension of the  Clare t ians  a t  t h e i r  Chapter. 

General Chapters: P.fissionary S i s t e r s ,  Servants o f  the HoZy Spirit(SSPS1 
are  a t  present  holding t h e i r  General Chapter i n  Rome. 

S i s t e r s  of  Plotre Dame de Namur (SNDfl;) have j u s t  begun t h e i r  General 
Chapter a t  Namur i n  Belgium. Both Congregations w i l l  be discussing 
t h e i r  new Consti tut ions and e l e c t i n g  General Superiors.  Medical 
Mi8sim S i s t e r s  (SCM1) have chosen as t h e  theme fo r  t h e i r  1985 
General Chapter "blission, i ts  implicat ions and i t s  costs".  

SEWS S e c r e t a r i a t e  w i l l  c lose on Friday, Ju ly  2 7  and w i l l  re-open 
on i~londay, September 3 ,  1904. 'Ihe next i s sue  

of  t h e  Bu l l e t in  w i l l  be on September 15, 1984. 



(NATIONAL SEMINAR, IBADAN, 1-3 May, 1984) 

James Chukwuma Okoye ,CSSp. 

( In  questa prima parte d e Z  suo discorso at Seminarw ~YaziaaZe 
ad Ibadan P a d m  Okoye in i z ia  con unlanaZisi di  alcune deZZe 
d i f f ico l td  incontmte neZ process0 d i  evangeZizzazwne oggi i n  ~Yigeria 
e con wzfanaZisi deZZe frequenti dichiarazioni di  Papa Oiovanni Paob I I  
suZZa evangelizzazione durmte l a  sua v i s i t a  i n  queZ paese.) 

1. The task:  In  an t i c ipa t ion  of h i s  p a s t o r a l  v i s i t  t o  Nigeria,  Pope 
John Paul I1 expressed the  hope t h a t  it would i n i t i a t e  

' a  new e r a  o f  evangelizat ion '  (1). I t  w i l l  be a f r e s h  impulse t o  
t ransform individuals  and socie ty .  And since ' t h e  path of cu l tu re  
is t h e  path of man' (2) t h e  new e r a  w i l l  s e e  an e f f e c t i v e  evangeliz- 
a t ion  of c u l t u r e  such t h a t  each person i n  Nigeria w i l l  hear  again 
the  marvelous deeds o f  God i n  h i s  own language (of Acts 2x11) and 
from within h i s  own cul ture .  

The speeches of t h e  Pope f o m  an inclusion. Arriving in Lagos 
he  spoke about how foreign missionaries sowed t h e  faz th  he re  ( 3 )  r 
To t h e  assembied bishops of t h e  country l a t e r  i n  Lagos, he charged 
t h a t  the  gospel must now become a t  (41 among t h e  c u l t u r e s  of 
Nigeria - ' i ncu l tu ra t ion  of t h e  Gospel i n t o  the  l i v e s  of your peopie' .  
The new e r a  is one of ' e f f e c t i v e  encounter between t h e  Gospel and 
c u l t u r e '  (To Bishops, 3 )  . 
2. Int imations:  I give t h r e e  intimations of the t a s k  ahead. 

(a)  Osu-In a c e r t a i n  town a good Catholic  died. H e  was an p ~ .  - 
The c h r i s t i a n s  refused t o  bury him. A c e r t a i n  p r i e s t t S )  
heard t h i s .  He brought a dance t o  the  funeral .  In  f ron t  
of a l l  he embraced and a t e  from every member of t h e  famlly. 
He followed his evangelizing ac t ion  with a rousing pro- 
clamation. 

1. A wish voiced bv Paul VI f o r  the  whole church while c los ina  t h e  
Third General Assembly of t h e  Synod of Bishops (26 ~ c t o b e r ;  1974) 
and expressed again i n  h i s  Evangeli i  Nuntiandi, 2. 

2. Lagos, To Bishops, 3. 

3. Lagos, W ~ S R , ~ .  

4. 'Right now you have many i n i t i a t i v e s  under way t o  make t h e  Church 
mre and more a t  home in your cu l tu re '  (Enugu, To P r i e s t s  and 
Seminarians, 2) 

5.  Msgr. Maduka, one of those who aided t h i s  paper through 
discussion. 



(b) I t  is not  the  Lord's Supper I 1  Cor 11:20) 

In another town, c h r i s t i a n s  were s o  a t  enmity t h a t  they 
n e i t h e r  m e t  nor a t e  together ,  nor  at tended each o t h e r ' s  
funera ls  and marriages. They n e i t h e r  bought from, nor s o l d  
t o ,  each other .  However, each went t o  confession, and each 
received communion. They thus  a t e  together  the  Lord's 
supper. They knew it was an abomination f o r  them t o  e a t  
kola  together .  

(c) Naming ceremony 

Love f o r  t h e  c h i l d  is p a r t  o f  our c u l t u r e  ( 6 ) .  The naming 
ceremony ga the r s  together  k i t h  and kin, a c u l t u r a l  group. 
The c h i l d  is acknowledged and received i n t o  the kinship with 
thanksgivings t o  God. Our baptism ceremony a t  t h e  moment 
does n o t  generate anythitlg l i k e  t h e  emotions of t h e  naming 
ceremony (7) . Besides, we l o s s  a pr iv i leged moment f o r  
evangelizinq. 

The f i r s t  example shotvs t h a t  t h e  Gospel has y e t  t o  reach t h e  
co te  o f  our beings. Fot example, how many here w i l l  allow a I 'e lat ive 
t o  marry an =? The sacotld b a t t r a y s  a se r ious  misunderstanding of  
tHe euchar i s t ,  and of the  church as People of ~ o d  and Body o f  Chr is t .  
. Ina t tent ion  t o  c u l t u r a i  f a c t s  has t r i v i a l i z e d  and profaned the  
euchar i s t ,  and given a wrong view of t h e  church. It i s  j u s t  l i k e  
p o n t i f i c a l  concelebrated masses with daggers drawn t h a t  go on i n  
some presbyteriums. The t h i r d  example por t rays  t h e  dichotomy t h a t  
is so much p a r t  of c h r i s t i a n  l i f e  i n  Nigeria. 

Certain c u l t u r a l  needs f ind  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  church. For 
o the r s ,  people go elsewhere. Yet, it i s  for  t h e  Church t o  ' f o s t e r  
and take  t o  h e r s e l f ,  i n s o f a r  a s  they a r e  good, t h e  a b i l i t y ,  resources 
and customs o f  each people'  (LG, 13 ) .  - 
3. The Process of Evangelization: The Pope used 12 verbs t o  describe 

evanqelization. The Chr i s t  - 
focus o f  evangelizat ion is immediately c l e a r  ( 8 ) .  What evangeliza- 
t i o n  b r ings  i s  supremely Chr i s t ,  then the Gospel/Gmd News, the 
Reign of ~ o d / C h r i s t ,  f a i t h  opera t ive  i n  love, sa lva t ion .  A l l  a r e  
aspects  of t h e  same r e a l i t y .  

proclaim - Chr i s t ,  Jesus C h r i s t  in your midst. 
- t h a t  Jesus i s  Lord. (2 Cor 4:5) (Lagos, #ass,8) 

6. O n i t h a ,  Ilass ,3 .  

7. The n a t i o n a l  Conference of llajor Su2eriors  suggested l a s t  yea r  
. tha tbapt ismwithin  t h e  naming ceremny should be considered. 
The p o s s i b i l i t y  of in teg ra t ing  na t ive  marriage wi th  church 
marl-iage must be looked i n t o .  For one t h i n g  t h i s  w i l l  cut  down 
t h e  forbidding expenditures i n  addi t ion  t o  af fording a c u l t u r a l  
opportuxity f o r  evangelizing. 

8. To evangelize i s  f i r s t  of a l l  t o  bear  witness,  i n  a simple and 
d i r e c t  way, t o  God revealed by Jesus Chr i s t  . . . . . . . ' (Ev. Nunt,26). 



- t h e  Gospel t o  every c rea tu re  (cf  Mk. 16:16) 
- the Gospel of sa lva t ion  (Enugu, P r i e s t s ,  1) 
- t h a t  the  Kingdom of  God i s  near. 

:)announce - Chr i s t  

b r ing  - Chris t  = function of church (Lagos, Bishops,3) 
- Good news o f  Salvat ion 
- t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  Gospel and t h e  power of the Word. 

promote - t h e  Kingdom o f  God 
- t h e  Gospel 

preach - C h r i s t  
- t he  Gospel 

spread - t h e  Fa i th  
- t h e  Kiflgdom of  God 
- t h e  Gospei 

advance - C h r i s t ' s  Kingdom of t r h t h  and l i f e ,  of ho l iness  
and grace,  of jus t i ce ,  love and peace (oni tsha ,  
Youth,7) 

share - Chr i s t  with o the r s  - our Fa i th  with o the r s  

l i v e  - the Gospel eve r  more deeply (Bishops,3) 

bear  witness t o  - Chr i s t  

extend - h i s  Salvat ion 

communicate - C h r i s t  (9) 
- Chr i s t  t o  o the r s  
- Gospel by word and ac t ion  (Bishops,3) 

To summarize, t h e  Pope's key phrase f o r  evangelizing is  'to 
communicate Chr i s t ' .  He t o l d  the hishops: 

"we a r e  s e n t  t o  announce Chr is t ,  t o  
proclaim Chr i s t ,  t o  communicate 
C h r i s t  and h i s  Gospel t o  t h e  world". 
(Bishops, 3) 

Chr i s t  is seen i n  h i s  Gospel. This Gospel began when he demanded 
transformation and renewal of men because God's Reign was near. 
(c f  Mk.l:15). He spent  himself i n  br inging a l l  under t h a t  Reign. 
He l i v e d  t h e  very l i f e  o f  God's Reign. He summarized this in a 
s e r i e s  of 'Blessedness Pronouncements' i n  M t  5: 1-12. H e  he ld  these  
up t o  s o c i e t y  a s  the  answer t o  m a n ' s  ques t  f o r  happiness and peace. 
The Reign of God is man's happiness. C h r i s t  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  in t h i s  
se rv ice ,  hut  God r a i s e d  him up and gave him Lordship over a l l ,  that 
he may give r e a l  l i f e  t o  a l l  (c f  Jn  15:2) who come t o  God through 
him. That men may have l i f e  and have it m r e  abundantly (Jn.10:10), 
he s e n t  the  apos t les  t o  lead  men away from worthless th ings  (Acts14:15) 
t o  the l i v i n g  ~ o d ,  and thus  t o  r e s t o r e  f u l l y  the universe (Acts 3:21). 

9. 'The aim of  a l l  t hese  a c t i v i t i e s  (of t h e  church) is t o  evangelize,  
t o  communicate Chr i s t ' .  (Enugu, P r i e s t s . 5 ) .  



This i s  man's u l t imate  sa lva t ion ,  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of the  shalom 
(peace) t h a t  we continue t o  wish one another. It is a l i f e  of 
r ighteousness,  peace and joy i n  the Holy S p i r i t  (Rom. 14:17) which 
becomes poss ib le  when the  Gospel has permeated i n t o  a l l  t h e  s t r a t a  
of humanity, and through its influence transformed humanity from 
within and made it new (Ev.Nunt., 1 8 ) .  

In  evangel iza t ion ,  the re fo re ,  the  des t iny  and well-being o f  
humanity is a t  stake. Humanity cannot achieve its goal u n t i l  the 
Gospel has upset  and converted mankind's c r i t e r i a  of judgement, 
sources of insp i ra t ion  and models o f  l i f e  which a r e  in c o n t r a s t  
with the  Word of God and t h e  plan of sa lvat ion  (cf .  Ev.l.lunt. , l 9 ) .  
Tnat is why, overwhelmed by the  love of Chr i s t  (2  Cor. 5:14), Paul 
Cried, 'Woe t o  m e  i f  I preach not  t h e  Gospel' (1 Cor. 9:16). 

The model o f  evangelizat ion is t h e  euchar i s t ,  ' I n  the  euchar i s t  . . . t he  Gospel is f u l l y  proclaimed' (Bishops,3) . ' Indeed, your 
evangelizing zea l  comes above a l l  from t h e  Eucharist '  (Kaduna, 
Catechis ts ,4) .  The Eucharist ,  l i k e  t h e  Gospel, por t rays  the  p r h a c y  
Of God's love and appeal,  and h i s  invasion of our realm. I t  i s  a 
model descending from above t o  enfold  man, h i s  l i f e  and a c t i v i t y ,  
and ass imi la te  him t o  the pa t t e rn ,  God bends down t o  t a k e  us up 
i n  t h e  f r u i t  of our  hands. Our s t r e t c h i n g  upwards and yearnings 
f ind  t h e i r  t a rge t .  When we a r e  taken up, we a r e  transformed. We 
become, individual ly  and a s  God's People, sons i n  the  Son. The 
goal of evangelizat ion i s ,  the re fo re ,  t o  br ing  soc ie ty  and cu l tu re  
t o  become a r e a l  euchar i s t  - ' t ransformation of t h e  world - t o  permeate 
a l l  c rea t ion  with t h e  s p i r i t  of Chr i s t '  (Kaduna, Ca tech i s t s ,9 ) .  

4. P o l a r i t i e s  i n  Evangelization: To avoid confusbn,  it is necessary 
t o  dwell a l i t t l e  rmre on the  term 

evangelizat ion.  In AG,6 it is used t o  c o n t r a s t  with t h e  root ing  o f  
t h e  Church. I t  corresponds t o  what is l a t e r  i n  t h e  same paragraph 
ca l l ed  t h e  f i r s t  s t age ,  t h a t  of p lan t ing  o r  sowing t h e  f a i t h .  This 
i s  the  s t a g e  o f  missionary a c t i v i t y .  A s  t h e  f a i t h  grows, missionary 
a c t i v i t y  (among pagans) g ives  way t o  pas to ra l  a c t i v i t y  among t h e  
f a i t h f u l .  

In  Evangeli i  Nuntiandi t h e  word evangelizat ion is used a l l  
i nc lus ive ly  f o r  both the missionary and t h e  pas to ra l  s t a g e s  of t h e  
Church. This is because whereas t h e  perspective of Ad Gentes is 
stage-by-stage, t h a t  of Ev. Nunt. i s  a s  a process. In  the l a t t e r ,  
t he re fo re ,  the  whole of t h e  church's a c t i v i t y  and being is ca l l ed  
evangelizat ion,  comprising o f  elements which a re  complementary and 
mutually enr iching (Ev-Nunt. 24) , The ins i s t ence  on complementarity 
was necessary because i n  t h e  period between 1965 and 1975 p o l a r i t i e s  
were beginning t o  appear i n  t h e  discussion of evangelizat ion.  

- word-centred proclamation. The s t r e e t  preachers who belong t o  
no church, and want none; only the Word s h a l l  make you f ree .  Tney claim 
to love C t r i s t  b c t  without t h e  Chcrch (cf .  Ev.Nunt.,lb). 

- sacramentalizing. The emphasis nay be placed on baptisms; and 
masses without adequate a t t e n t i o n  t o  r e a l  personal and s o c i a l  
conversion. 



- dialogue. In  the East  e spec ia l ly ,  some were advocating 
mere c h r i s t i a n  presence and witness of l i f e  with no at tempts 
a t  conversions. They hope t h a t  c h r i s t i a n i t y  could i n  t h i s  
way be a correc t ing  influence on t h e  g rea t  world r e l ig ions .  
(16).  

- e c c l e s i a l .  Idumerical and t e r r i t o r i a l  expansion of t h e  
church through conversion and baptism. (11). 

- development-social gospel. Schools, h o s p i t a l s ,  ag r i cu l tu re ,  
s o c i a l  welfare. 

- l i b e r a t i o n  - p o l i t i c a l  gospel. ( 1 2 ) .  

- d i rec ted  only t o  socio logica l  groupings, 
Do not t r y  t o  evangelize everyone o r  even t h e  majori ty 
(V.Donovan, C h r i s t i a n i t y  Rediscovered,38) (13).  

5.  Moments (Staqes) of evangelizat ion 

The s taqe  o f  t h e  work is not  t h e  same a l l  over t h e  country. 
I t  v a r i e s  even within p a r t s  of one diocese. The church cannot 
always and i n s t a n t l y  b r ing  a l l  t h e  means of sa lva t ion  i n t Q  ac t ion  
(3 16) Circumstances of t h e  peoples may demand d i f f e r e n t  emphases 
o r  d i f f e r e n t  approaches. 

Unti l  r ecen t ly  the  p e r f e c t  root ing  of t h e  Church used t o  be seen 
i n  a na t ive  c l e rgy  and hierarchy. I t  i s  now being rea l i zed  t h a t  
t h i s  is no t  necessa r i ly  so. Not only may ' na t ive '  c lergy and 
hierarchy sometimes requi re  acu l tu ra t ion  (because of t h e  na ture  of 
t h e i r  s t u d i e s  and formation),  but  c lergy and hierarchy q u i t e  simply 
do no t  make t h e  church. Since the  church e x i s t s  f 3 r  God's Kingdom, 
she can be considered rooted only when she has become an e f f e c t i v e  
influence on s o c i e t y  and cu l tu re ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  when she has the  . 
i n t e r n a l  resources f o r  t h i s .  

( End of P a r t  I ) 

10. Some understand dialogue d i f f e r e n t l y .  For them, it is a 
universa l  mode of evangelizing. I t  c o n s i s t s  i n  a shar ing  o f  
l i f e  and f a i t h  experiences on t h e  personal l e v e l ,  and on a b a s i s  o f  
equal i ty .  Each allows himself t o  be addressed (and questioned) 
by t h e  depth of t h e  o t h e r ' s  r e l i g i o u s  experience. Conversions, 
i f  they follow, a r e  more personally meaningful. cf .  Sedos, 
B u l l e t i n ,  (15 May,1983) p.142: 

A d i a l o g i c a l  a t t i t u d e  is an absolute  necess i ty  f o r  a l l  
engaged i n  mission today. There is a sense i n  which dialogue 
can be described a s  c o n s t i t u t i v e  of mission, an i n t e g r a l ,  
p a r t  o f  proclaiming the3gospel.. . . . ' 

A f i n e  i i l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  d ia log ica l  a t t i t u d e  is Jesus and 
the Samaritan woman (Jn.4) 

11. Implantation of the  Church is  t h e  proper goal of evangelizat ion 
provided t h a t  t h e  church is  seen in  i t s  i n t e r n a l  transforming 
dynamism, not  a s  e x t e r n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  In  Ev.Nunt. 18'conversion1 
is  r e l a t e d  t o  conscience (of individual  and soc ie ty )  and t h e  
milieux i n  which men l i v e  t h e i r  concrete l i v e s .  

12.  Paul VI warns t h a t  t h e  Charch's cont r ibut ion  is incomplete i f  she 
neglec ts  t o  proclaim sa lva t ion  i n  Jesus C h r i s t '  (Ev.Nunt. ,34) .  



,lwRwYs WID MISSION - t4mRDla AND MISSION 
03 HAND IIJ HAND 

Anita camplese Oberriqht 

(Anita i s  a member of International Liaison, the U.S. 
Catholic Co-ordinating Centre for Lay Missians, a f f i l ia ted  to the 
United States Catholic Conference of Bishops. In the Tbentieth 
Anniversaqi Edition of RESPONSE, a d irec toq of lay v o b t e e r  
ministry opporttori* they l i s t  70 full members of the Cwli t ion 
which i s  described as "a c o m i t y  of Christiun sendkg agencies 
a d  organisations dedicated to alleviating the great need evident 
i n  todcg'g world through the use or support of lay  volunteers i n  
mcmy cmd varied ministries." ThE following account of two voLmtser8 
i s  taken from their  quarterly n&-6 l e t t e r  LAY MISSION). 

" I ' m  t i r e d  of going t o  m e e t i n ~ s .  I j u s t  want t o  he lp  people!': 
When Carol Ann Wilder walked ou t  of y e t  another  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  meet- 
i n g  with these  words, it t r iggered  a s e r i e s  of events  t h a t  were t o  
car ry  h e r  t h o u s a n d s o f s i l e s  from her  Central  Pennsylvania home and 
i n t o  some of t h e  most profound commitments of her  e n t i r e  l i f e .  And, 
although he d i d  no t  y e t  know it Rob Weezorak, f r iend,  and co-worker, 
who at tended t h i s  same meeting, would soon be sharing Carol 's  ent ry  
i n t o  a new way of l i f e .  

Rob and Carol m e t  a t  t h e  Children 's  Care Center,  a pr iva te ly-  
funded f a c i l i t y  f o r  severe ly  d isabled  chi ldren  in  Hummlestam, 
Pennsylvania. Rob, a s p e c i a l  education teacher ,  planned the educa- 
t i o n a l  program f o r  a l l  t h e  r e s iden t s ,  ranging i n  age from h i r t h  to  
18 years ,  as well  a s  a c t i n g  a s  l i a i s o n  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  who 
ministered t o  t h e  many needs of the  multi-handicapped children. 
Carol u t i l i z e d  h e r  t r a i n i n g  a s  a physical  t h e r a p i s t  t o  attempt t o  
a r r e s t  the  physical  problems which plaque d isabled  children. 

The Children 's  Care Center i s  a co-operative e f f o r t  o f  tile S t a t e  o f  
Pennsylvania and p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t e s  which 

br ings  together  t h e  resources necessary t o  dea l  with t h e  couplex 
problems of severe ly  d isabled  children.  The s t a f f  of the C e n t r e - i s  
supplemented by ou t s ide  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  such a s  Carol,  who provide a 
v a r i e t y  of se rv ices  onan ind iv idua l  basis f o r  t h e  res idents .  There 
a r e  140 s t a f f  members f o r  t h e  seventy chi ldren  at Hummelstown and 
the  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  s t a f f  toward t h e i r  charges i s  one of inc red ib le  
loving a t t en t ion .  The w a l l s  l i t e r a l l y  ooze love. 

Perhaps it has something t o  do with t h e  type of people who 
choose t o  work with the  profoundly d isabled ,  but  both Carol Wilder 
and Rob Weezorak developed e a r l y  a d e s i r e  t o  share  w i t h  those l e s s  
fo r tuna te  the  m y  b e n e f i t s  and rewards o f  t h e i r  comfortable middle 
class l i f e .  Devoted Catholics ,  both had toyed with t h e  idea of 
se rv ice  a s  a volunteer  while in  college although they a r r i v e d  a t  
t h e i r  knowledge of volunteer  oppor tuni t ies  ava i l ab le  p r imar i ly  thmugh 



Pro tes tan t  program and t h e  Peace corps. 

Peace Corps. In  f a c t ,  Rob had applied t o  t h e  Peace Corps when he 
f in ished col lege  but ,  by the  t i m e  h i s  assignment a r r ived ,  

he had already embarked on a ca ree r  and accepted a pos i t ion  i n  s p e c i a l  
education. 

Carol had considered t h e  Peace Corps a f t e r  school bu t  "wasn't 
ready yet." She spent  a summer as a volunteer  a t  a school f o r  
exceptional  chi ldren i n  Arizona, a placement she s o l i c i t e d  h e r s e l f  
from an ad i n  a medical journal.  

Rob and Carol dated;  broke up t o  give each o t h e r  more room t o  
grow8 then dated again. It was a long-term fr iendship.  The t o p i c  
of volunteer  se rv ice  was discussed and became more and more of a 
"shared" concern. 

Maryknoll Lay Missioners. Rob applied t o  14aryknoll Lay Missioners 
Program and asked Carol t o  join him "as 

a fr iend."  The i n a b i l i t y  of the  program t o  guarantee Hssiqments 
i n  the same loca le  caused them t o  drop t h e  idea  f o r  t h e  t i m e  being. 

A s  t i m e  passed, and both Rob and Carol matured, they found t h a t  
t h e i r  commitment t o  one another and the  des i re  t o  serve a s  l ay  
volunteers  continued t o  grow, with one s l i g h t  var ia t ion .  A s  he f e l t  
w r e  comfortable with h i s  own maturing s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  Rob began t o  
f e e l  t h a t  placement in  a "mission" organizat ion was important- 
mission being defined a s  an organizat ion with r e l ig ious  or ienta t ion .  

Rob  and Carol began t o  f e e l  a need t o  make some s o r t  of statement 
together  about their shared d e s i r e  t o  serve  and t h e i r  personal  
re la t ionship .  They f e l t ,  a s  Carol put  it, "God's hand guiding us 
along" i n  t h e i r  decision t o  marry and spend the  f i r s t  year  of t h e i r  
married l i f e  i n  se rv ice  a s  missioners. The two commitnaents p a r a l l e l e d  
one another and were a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e i r  b e l i e f s  a s  Chr is t ians .  
A s  Rob s o  a p t l y  said: "VJe d i d n ' t  choose t o  be born i n t o  the U.S. 
middle c l a s s .  I t  was God's choice. We do no t  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  say 
'That 's  no t  my problem:' t o  poverty and need. How can w e  ignore 
these  things? The gospel speaks aga ins t  t h a t ,  e spec ia l ly  now, 
with t h e  majori ty of the  world 's  population i n  p r e t t y  bad shape:" 

Both had been ac t ive  i n  social.  j u s t i ce  groups i n  t h e i r  a rea  and were 
f r u s t r a t e d  by the  slowness with which such 

organiza t ions  move. They sought a way t o  s o l i d i f y  t h e i r  personal  
philosophies i n t o  ac t ion ;  t o  c rea te  some l a s t i n g  value f o r  o the r s  
and themselves; and t o  help them p r i o r i t i z e  and s impl i fy  t h e i r  coming 
l i f e  together .  The opportunity t o  serve together  was the  f i n a l  '. 

f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  decision t o  seek placement again-this  time with a 
mission group. 

Propagation of t h e  Faith:  Rob and Carol went t o  t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  Monsignor 
Leo B i e r s t e r  of S t .  Joan of Arc Par ish ,  Hershey 

f o r  advice. H e  contacted the  diocesan o f f i c e  of t h e  Society f o r  t h e  
Propagation of t h e  Fa i th  and was re fe r red  t o  the  In te rna t iona l  Liaison. 
In December 1982, Rob VleezoraJc rnd h i s  f iancee,  Carol Wilder, requested 
foreign mission placement through the  In te rna t iona l  Liaison r e f e r r a l  
service .  In t r igued with t h e  mautri ty and commitment inherent  i n  t h e i r  
personal  s tatements,  I.L. decided t o  follow t h i s  dedicated couple 
through t h e i r  placement process. 



Rob and Carol were married i n  April 1983 i n  Hershey. Of the 
nine re fe r ra l s  they received from International Liaison, they 
applied to seven organizations, of which only two were interested i n  
placing them. Several groups f e l t  t h a t  the problems of newlyweds 
might in te r fe re  in the mission process. 

Mercy Corps offered Rob and Carol volunteer positions a t  St .  Michael's 
Association for  Special Education in  Fort Defiance, 

Arizona. Rob would be a special  education teacher and Carol would 
work with the handicapped as a physical therapis t ,  possibly pract ic ing 
her special ty ,  working with neurologically impaired children. 

Rather than worrying about the s t r a in  the mission experience 
would place on t h e i r  newly contracted marriage, Rob and Carol 
welcomed it a s  a shared experience and the "best ~ o s s i b l e  s t a r t "  t o  
t he i r  married l i f e .  They f e l t  the  experience of "culture shock" 
among the Navajos would bring them closer  together and would be some- 
thing they could share throughout t h e i r  l ives.  They were disappointed 
i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  t h e i r  request for overseas placement came t o  naught; 
however, the opportunity t o  experience another culture,  while not 
leaving the U.S. consoled them. 

Rob and Carol have been a t  st. kichael 's  s in t e  summer 1983. As 
t he i r  year-long assignment hears i t 9  end, they are s t i l l  e,ntHusiastic 
and committed t o  lay mission. In an interview they shared t h e i r  
plans f o r  the future and t h e i r  feelings about t h e i r  t i m e  of service 
i n  Arizona. 

Adjustment: There was def in i te ly  a d i f f i c u l t  period of adjustment, 
especially for  Rob who had t o  cope with cul tural  

differences i n  the teaching process, behaviour problems i n  the class- 
room, the language bar r ie r  he experienced with h i s  fellow teachers 
and ass i s tan ts  a l l  of whom spoke Navajo among themselves, the Navajo 
a t t i t ude  toward the handicapped and "thousands and thousands of 
grasshoppersal l  over the place" those f i r s t  few weeks. There was 
the addit ional shock of being, as  a white, i n  the minority, and 
the d i f f i cu l ty  of being accepted in to  the Navajo community, I t  was, 
i n  Rob's words "real ly  rough" those f i r s t  weeks. 

Assessment: But Carol and Rob f ee l  it has been an overwhelmingly 
posi t ive  experience, despite the i n i t i a l  low mments. 

The daily.exposure t o  the l e s s  aff luent  s ide of l i f e  has had a 
posit ive e f f e c t  on the  Weezoraks, allowing them t o  simplify t h e i r  
own l ives  as  they desired. The poverty of the Navajo reservation was 
described by Carol as  "very poor, very, very run-down, with the 
associated social  problems" poverty fosters.  

On several  occasions Rob and Carol have been cal led upon t o  
help deal with alcoholism and domestic violence among t h e i r  neighbours. 
As Carol has said: "It 's been good t o  have our eyes opened t o  another 
s ide of l i f e  than tha t  of the  middle class. To see dai ly  the l e s s  
affluent.." Rob and Carol want t o  remember these things when they 
return t o  t h e i r  homes and families. " I t  would be very easy t o  s l i p  
back in to  middle c lass  America and reswle our positions. lie want t o  
t r y  t o  keep an element of simplicity i n  our l ives." 



Although they worry t h a t  they may forget  t h e i r  experience o f  
working among the  poor and l e s s  for tunate ,  Rob and Carol Weezorak's 
wil l ingness t o  l i v e  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  has l e d  them t o  undertake ye t  
another commitment-one t h a t  involves much more than a y e a r ' s  se rv ice  
For, when they re turn  t o  Pennsylvania i n  June, they w i l l  t ake  with 
them a Navajo c h i l d ,  s i x  year  o l d  Wilbur, whom they hope t o  adopt 
a s  t h e i r  own son. Wilbur has been a t  St .  Michael's s ince  t h e  age 
of f i v e  months and has not  had an easy time o f  l i f e .  H i s  presence 
i n  t h e  l i v e s  of h i s  new parents  is  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  
share  t h e i r  love f o r  each o t h e r ,  and humanity, i n  a very s p e c i a l  
way through service .  He should be a constant  reminder to them of 
t h e i r  des i re  t o  commit t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  one another and t o  Chr i s t ,  
and t h e i r  time o f  mission service-a time they hope t o  repeat  i n  
years  t o  come. 

Ref. Lay Mission, Volume 1, Number 1, Spring 1984. 

- end - 

HOPE WITHOUT RISK 

Hope without r i sk  

i s  not hope, 

Which -is believing 

i n  r isky  loving, 

trusting others 

i n  the dark, 

the bZind leap 

l e t t i ng  God take over. 

He lder C m r a  

(The Desert i s  Ferti le.  Orbis Books. 1974.)  



In the l a s t  i ssue  o f  SEDOS b u l l e t i n  t h e m  were some r z f l e c t w n s  
a the meeting between African and European theoZog+ms held a t  
Yaounde i n  April 1984. Follming i s  an overal Z view of the meeting, 
the rmin topics  discussed, the principal speakers and some r e c o m n d -  
a t ion from the meeting t o  the Christian Churches. 

Du 4 au 11 a v r i l  s ' e s t  dGroulGe 3 Yaounde (Cameroun) , une grande 
premiere de l ' h i s t o i r e  de 1 'Egl ise :  un dialogue a 6 g a l i t 6  en t re  20 
theologiens europGens, sous l e  t i t r e  gGnGral: "La mission de L'Eglise 
aujourd'hui". 

Le theme e t  l e s  sous-themes: La rencontre s e  proposai t  de poser l e s  
jalons thdologiques de l a  s o l i d a r i t e  

e n t r e  l e s  Eg l i ses  pauvres e t  l e s  Eglises r iches  dans l e u r  commune 
mission d'Gvan+lisation, face aux d e f i s  que s u s c i t e  l e  monde noderne 
a l a  mission de 1 'Eg l i se  universe l le .  

Le s u j e t  c e n t r a l  f u t  d i v i s e  en  11 sous-thblnes, 1e p lus  souvent 
t r a i t &  a l a  f o i s  pa r  p lus ieu r s  o ra teu r s  (catholique-protestant ,  
francophone-anglophone , africain-europeen) . 

Voici l a  l i s t e  de ces sous-themes: 

L'avenir  de l a  mission en Afrique (Prof.J.M.Ela e t  E. Uzukwu). 
La mission de l 'Eg l i se :  po in t  de vue des anciennes Eg l i ses  
(Prof. M. Sp ind le r ) .  
La mission de 1 'Egl ise :  po in t  de vue des jeunes Eg l i ses  
(Mgr. T. Tshibangu, Prof. Kibisho e t  M. Hebga). 
Mission e t  cu l tu re  (Mgr. Tchouanga, Pas teur  A. Blancy, Prof. 
Brookmann h i s s a h )  . 
Mission e t  dialogue des r e l ig ions  (Prof. R. Tossou, Pas teur  
P.Brown). 
La f e r n  e t  l a  mission de 1 'Eglise ( M e  Zoe e t  Mme Mayland). 
Mariage e t  fami l le  (Card. Malula, Prof. M. Legrain e t  Yemba Kekumba). 
Option pour l e s  pauvres e t  combat pour l a  j u s t i c e  (Prof. E. Mveng 
e t  J. Althausen) 
Egl ise  e t  po l i t ique  (Prof. L. Broz e t  L. Ngongo). 
Theologie a f r i c a i n e ,  l i b e r a t i o n  e t  mission universe l le  de 1 'Egl ise  
(Prof. Ngindu, C. Duquoc e t  A. GeschG) . 
Jeunesse e t  mission en Afrique (A. i*lbembo). 

Pa r t i c ipan t s :  80 p a r t i c i p a n t s  de 24  pays d lAfr ique ,  dlEurope e t  d'Am6rique 
o n t  p r i s  p a r t  aux travaux du colloque. P lus ieurs  un ive r s i t e s  

Gtaient  reprGsentGes: Abidjan, Bangui, Kinshasa, Leiden, Louvain-La-Neuve, 
Lyon, P a r i s , r o r t  Barcourt,  Rome, Yaound6. A no te r  auss i  l a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
des mmbres du p iuple  de Dieu a d i f f e s e n t e s  niveaux de l a  v i e  ecclGsiale: 



un cardinal ,  4 eveques, des p r & t r e s ,  des pas teurs  e t  un nombre 
important de laics, hommes e t  f emes .  

Soucis majeuss: P a d  l e s  pdoccupat ions  majeures q u i  o n t  s u r g i  au 
cours des  dBbats, on peut r e t e n i r :  

1. Le recouss .3 l ' h i s t o i r e  comme pr incipe  hermeneutique indispensable 
l a  recherche theologique. 

2.  l a  necess i t e  de r e g r e r  l ' inpens6 du discours theologique e t  de 
devoi ler  l e s  conditions concretes de production de ce d i s m u r s  
qui  e s t  toujours  sit&. 

3. pour l e s  Africains,  l a  pe r s i s t ance  du d e f i  fondamental: comment pen- 
ser,compra?nr?*e e t  c rn fesse r  Jesus-Christ dans l e u r s  cu l tu res  e t  
l e u r  h i s t o i r e ,  t raversge  p a r d e s  tensions e t  d e s c d f l t 8 3 ?  

4. pour tous  l e s  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  l ' appor t  des  thdologiens a f r i c a i n s  
est apparu come l ' un  des Bvenements s p i r i t u e l 5  e t  s c i e n t i f i q u e s  
du XXBme s i s c l e .  

5. l a  fonction c r i t i q u e  de l ' E g l i s e  e s t  apparaue Ogalement cornme 
une tache c a p i t a l e  dans un rmnde marque par  des processus 
multiformes de paperisat ion.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Coscient de t r a v a i l l e r  ?I l a  mission de 1 'Egl ise  universe l le ,  
l e s  theologique a f r i c a i n s  e t  europeens d u n i s  Yaounde o n t  soumis 
a l ' a t t e n t i o n  des  Egl ises  les recommendations ci-apres: 

1. I1 e s t  souhaitable,  chaque cu l tu re  ayant d r o i t  a son expression 
ht6ologique propre, que l a  voix des theologiens a f r i c a i n s  soit 
davantage entendue, en vue d'un reel plural isme e t  d'echanges 
benefiques au progres de l a  ref lexion chretienne. 

2. I1 est souhaitable que les Btudiants a f r i c a i n s  en thgologie 
poursuivent l e  p lus  longtemps poss ib le  l e u r s  etudes en Afrique; 
que pour des e tudes  spt?cialisees, i ls  puissent  s e  rendre en 
Europe et  que des Btudiants europeens pu i s sen t  ven i r  en Afrique; 
que des Bchanges s ' e t a b l i s s e n t  e n t r e  enseignants a f r i c a i n s  e t  
europeens. 

3. I1 est souhaitable que l e s  a u t o r i t e s  ecc les ias t iques  d 'nf r ique  
usent  de l e u r  pouvoir de decision,  sp5cialement en matiere 
matrimoniale ofi s 'expriment intensement les p a r t i c u l a r i t e s  
c u l t u r e l l e s  a f r i ca ines .  Dogmatiquement, aucune d i f f i c u l t 8  ne 
s'oppose B l a  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  du d r o i t  matrinmnial selon les 
Eglises.  

4. I1 est souhaitable que l e s  a u t o r i t e s  eccl6s ias t iques ,  depuis 
lonflemps conscientes de l1 inad6quat ion,e tde  l ' i n s u f f i s a n c e  des  
s t r u c t u r e s  m i n i s t d r i e l l e s  a c t u e l l e s ,  s u s c i t e n t  des minis teres  
rdpondant aux besoins r6e l s  des communautCs chrgtiennes. 

A l ' i s s u e  de l e u r s  travaux, l e s  th6ologiens a f r i c a i n s  e t  europ6ens 
on t  decide de poursuivre le dialogue s u r  des thsmes ayant un i n t e r s t  
commun par des rencontres qui  se t i endron t  tous l e s  t r o i s  ans. L'Associ- 
a t ion  oecumBnique des thBologiens a f r i c a i n s  (AOTA) fonctionnera comme 



cadre pour l e s  Africains;  les p a r t i c i p a n t s  europeens ont  cr66 un 
bureau oecudnique  europeen de coordinat ion cornpose de cinq membres: 
B. Chenu, catholique (France) , A. Blancy, p t o t e s t a n t  (France),  
N. Klaes, catholique (RFA) , J. Matthey, p r o t e s t a n t  (Suisse)  e t  Mme. 
M. Mayland, anglicane (Angleterre) .  

conclusion: nous sommes tous rnissionnaires: Come 1 ' a  declare  1 ' un 
des  p a r t i c i p a h t s  du 

colloque de Yaounde: "L'Eglise d1Afrique1 en t a n t  qu ' a f r i ca ine ,  a 
une mission pour 1 'Egl ise  universe l ler  E l l e  est le  coeur t ransperce  
du C h r i s t  dans ce corps dechire de 1 'Eg l i se  universe l le .  k l l e  ne 
d o i t  pas seulement p a r l e r  oecu&nisme. E l l e  d o i t  v ivre  l ' u n i t d  
du corps mystique, e t  rappeler  a t o u t e s  l e s  Egl isas  soeurs du rnonde 
e n t i e r  que nous n'avons qu'un s e u l  Dieu, un s e u l  Chr is t ,  un s e u l  
baptsme. E l l e  d o i t  dans s a  pauvret8 e t  son humili t6,  rappeler  a 
t ou tes  ses soeurs l ' e s s e n t i e l  des Eeat i tudes ,  e t  annoncer l a  bonne 
nouvelle de l a  l i b e r a t i o n  a c e l l e s  q u i  ont  succomb6 3 l a  kentation 
du pouvoir,  de l a  r ichesse  e t  de l a  domination" (E. i4veng). 

Ref. Africa Bu l l e t in  AErique. No. 38, 15 Mai 1984. 
Via Aurel ia ,  269, 00165 Roma. 

- end - 

BAKOLE WA ILUNGA,ARCHBISHOP OF KAIVAIVGA, ZAIRE 

The secre t  o f  ng optimism, then, i s  ng f a i t h  i n  t h i s  Jesus who 
smjs t o  me: '!I am the  way, and the  t r u t h ,  and the  l i f e "  (Jn. 14:6). 
He i s  the way we must f o l l a ,  i n  order t o  reach t h e  Father, where 
l i f e  e x i s t s  i n  ita f u l l n e s ~ ,  He i s  t h e  Truth who s e t s  us free from 
false gods and i l l u s o r y  values. He i s  the  f d l  L i f e  for which our 
whole be ing yearne. 

I have discovered, then, tha t  the  deeproo ted ,  immemorial long- 
i n g  o f  our people for a f i l l  and f m c i t f i l  l i f e ,  a l i f e  we w a n t  for 
ourselves i n  our d a i l y  greet ing,  'Efuoyo!'('Life:/i i s  f u l f i l l e d  i n  
Jesus Christ .  I n  him I have fomd the deepest and f u l l e s t  meaning 
o f  l i f e :  the meaning Life  has when it i s  grounded i n  God and shared 
wi th  others.  His gospel contains the  secre t  o f  t h i s  kind of  l i f e  
and shows theway leading t o  t rue  happiness. I have there fore  allowed 
t h i s  Jesus to take me cnptive,  so  t h a t  I might be t h e  wi tness  o f  h i s  
Good News o f  l i f e  t o  ng brothers and s i s t e r s .  

We must allow ourselves t o  be taken captive by .Jesus Chris t  so  
t h a t  we may be freed from slavery m ~ d  find a n a ,  l i f e s t y l e ,  a new type 
o f  c i t i z e n  who i s  capable o f  creating a n a ,  Zaire, a free Zaire. 

This book, then, der ives  i t s  o r i g i n  from the  cry for l ibera t ion  
t h a t  a r i s e s  spontaneously, even i f  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways, from our people. 
The a i m  o f  the  book, hmever ,  i s  t o  move beyond the stage o f  c r i e s  
and to show the paths e f f e c t i v e l y  leading to l ibera t ion .  

Ref. (From the  Introduction t o  h i s  PA!THS OF LIBERATION - A Third World 
S p i r i t u a l i t y ,  Orbis Books, 2984). 

- 



(Extrac ts  from an a r t i c l e  by D r .  Stephen N e i l l )  

(floua avms de'jic parld de la  "World Christian Encyclopedia", 
dditde par David B. Barrett (ANB/BIA, N05, Z ddcembre 19821 e t  
nous disions que la  parution de cet te  encyclopkdie d t a i t  wr Qvdnemnt. 
Time magazine 2 'avai t  appeZk ( 3  mi 19821 "un miracle w a n t  de 
Nairobi". 

La revue "&ssioZogy" (pubtished by American SocieQ o f  
Misaw2ogy, 616 Wahut Avenue, ScottdaZe, P.A., USA) dermnda d 
p Z u s i e ~  persannaZitks ce que la  WCE (World Christian EncycZopediaJ 
b u r  dmt appris, e.a. au Dr. Stephen NeiZZ, qui e s t  anglican, qui 
a kt8 miosimnaire en Afrique e t  a x  Indea, qui e s t  directeur deo 
World Christ im Books e t  Secdtaire-gkndral adjoint du CmseiZ 
O e d n i q u e  des EgZises. 

Dans un long ar t ic le  de 19 pages i Z  donne m e  dponse t&s 
intdressante. De cet te  rkpmse nous reprenons Za partie "WCE as 
DenrythoZogiser". Le Dr. Neil2 es t  d'aris que lea fai ts  e t  Zes 
c h i f f w s ,  apportds p a r  la W E ,  dktruisent 4 mythotogies: 

1. Ze my the du ddclin du christianisme 
2. Ze mythe de la  croissance unique de Z'IsZam 
3. Ze mythe du christianisme restk occidentaZ 
4.  Ze mythe qui ueut que Z'hostilite' e t  La perskcution doivent 

cf Za Zongue avoir raison de Za foi chrktienne. 
I2 ua sans dire qu ' i t  s 'agi t  lci d'une opinion persmneZZe, nmis 
uenant dfune autoritd comme cel te  du Dr .  Stephen NeiZZ, eZZe d r i t e  
d ' t t re  dcoutde) . 

One of the  values of h i s to ry  is t h e  s e r v i c e  it can render as a 
demythologiser. We a l l  l i v e  surrounded by a number of mythologies 
-both Chr is t ian  and anti-Christ ian.  W e  have even had a missionary 
mythology, which has now been replaced by an a c t i v e  and a t  times 
v i t r i o l i c  anti-missionary mythology. The only way t o  dea l  with a 
mythology is t o  confront it with c e r t a i n  and undeniable fac t s .  To a - 
considerable ex ten t  t h e  Encyclopedia is rendering t h i s  se rv ice  t o  
t ru th .  

CHRISTIAN DECLINE - m MYTH 

For a number of years  C h r i s t i m  ~sssinists, for  reasons known only t o  
themselves, have been purveyin9 the  view t h a t ,  though the number of 
Chr is t ians  i n  t h e  world is  increasing,  the  Chr is t ian  percentage of  t h e  
world's population is s t e a d i l y o n t h e  decline;  so  t h a t ,  whereas f o r t y  
years  ago Chr is t ians  made up one t h i r d  of the  population, by the  end 
of  the century they w i l l  am3unt t o  no more than one s i x t h .  (I myself 
pointed o u t  t h e  purely mythological nature of  t h i s  statement t o  
Bazre t t  a good many years  ago.) 

Apparently t h e  e r r o r  of  t h e  pessimists  was based on t h e  idea 
t h a t  t h e  number of  c h r i s t i a n s  would remain s t a t i c ,  whereas t h a t  of  



the  rest of t h e  world would be governed by t h e  population explosion; 
it seems not  t o  have occurred t o  them t h a t  i n  many countr ies  the  
Chr i s t i an  b i r t h - r a t e  is ra the r  higher than t h a t  of the population 
a s  a whole, and t h a t  Chr is t ians  a l s o  have t h e i r  population explosion,  
t o  which conversion a s  wel l  a s  t h e  b i r t h - r a t e  makes a contr ibution.  

The f igures  published i n  t h e  Encyclopedia show t h a t ,  though 
the re  may have been a s l i g h t  decl ine  in  t h e  Chr is t ian  percentage s ince  
1900, t h i s  i s  only very s l i g h t ,  and i s  f a r  l e s s  than ca tas t rophic .  
I am n o t  myself, however, convinced t h a t  t h e r e  has been any decl ine  
a t  a l l .  The f igure  given f o r  1900 is 34 percent of the  whole. But 
I am i n c l i n e d  t o  think t h a t  t h i s  was an over-estimate, based on t h e  
idea  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  population of t h e  countr ies  of Europe and North 
America, except in  s o  f a r  a s  it was Jewish, w a s  Chr is t ian .  A t  t h a t  
time, it was impossible i n  many countr ies  f o r  c i t i z e n s  t o  r e g i s t e r  
themselves as "without r e l ig ion" ,  a category t o  which much place is 
accorded i n  t h e  Encyclopedia. I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  erosion of 
Chr is t ian  f a i t h  had already made considerable progress by 1900, and 
t h a t  t h e  f igure  34 percent  may be a s  much a s  5 percent too  high. 
In  t h a t  case,  the  lapse  from t h e  f a i t h  of g rea t  numbers i n  Russia 
and i n  western countr ies  has been more than made u? by t h e  astonish-  
ingly  rapid  increase  i n  Chr is t ian  numbers i n  many p a r t s  of Afr ica*  
I f  t h e r e  is  no occasion i n  1983 f o r  Chr is t ian  triumphalism, equal ly  
the re  is no case f o r  Chr i s t i an  pessimism. 

GROWTH OF ISLAM - THE MYTH 

Another cry which has been going up from Chr is t ians  and has 
been reproduced i n  many pe r iod ica l s  is t h a t  f ive  times as many people 
a r e  becoming Muslims i n  Africa a s  a r e  becoming Chr is t ians .  I myeelf 
never gaT7e a moment's credence t o  t h i s  myth and have never been able  
t o  t r ack  it t o  i ts  source. I have a suspicion t h a t  it is based on 
a statement made by Professor  Parr inder ,  i n  h i s  exce l l en t  book, 
ReZigion i n  an A f r i c a  C i t y ,  about t h e  s i n g l e  c i t y  of Ibadan i n  
Nigeria. 

My own observation , i n  twenty-nine African coun t r i e s ,  was t h a t  
almost everywhere Islam is  a respected minori ty,  though almost unknown 
i n  Zaire and i n  countr ies  t o  t h e  south of it. Nowhere, however, is 
it making rapid  proqress,  except i n  some former French colonies. 
Not even i n  Northern Nigeria where Muslim inf luence  and propaganda 
a r e  a t  t h e i r  s t ronges t ,  i s  any marked swing of  t h e  population in 
the  Islamic d i rec t ion  t o  be observed. l 'his personal  observation is 
confirmed by the c a r e f u l  f igures  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  non-Christian 
re l ig ions  i n  the  various countr ies  as  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  EncycZopedia. 

Sixty  years  ago, Is lamic progress i n  Afr ica  was s o  rapid  a s  t o  
occasion much t a l k  in Chr is t ian  c i r c l e s  of " the  Muslim menace". This 
impulse seems t o  a considerable extent  tc have d ied  away; t h e  African 
peoples appear t o  be l e s s  inc l ined than they were a t  t h e  beginning 
of the century t o  think of Islam a s  the  r e l ig ion  which w i l l  b e s t  meet 
t h e i r  r e l ig ious  and c u l t u r a l  needs. The p o s s i b i l i t y  always e x i s t s  
t h a t  the  pendulum m y  swing again i n  the  Islamic d i rec t ion ;  f o r  the  
moment, however, ra2id  progress i s  almost exclusively on the Chr is t ian  
s ide .  



CHRISTIZLVITY STILL OF THE WEST - THE MYTd 

The g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  the Encyclopedia is  taken up with the survey, 
country by country, of the  s p e c i f i c  r e l ig ious  s i t u a t i o n .  This is 
almost inev i t ab le  a s  a matter  of convenience. But i t  has t o  be remem- 
bered t h a t  i n  a g rea t  many cases t h e  d iv i s ions  between countr ies  a r e  
purely a r t i f i c i a l ,  having been apparently s e t t l e d  by European autocra ts  
w i t h  paper and p e n c i l ,  sea ted  round a table .  The mst i r r a t i o h a l  of 
these  d iv i s ions  i s  perhaps t h a t  between west I r i a n  and Papua-New 
Guinea, where t h e r e  is no d iv is ion  i n  geography, ethnology o r  any- 
th ing  e l s e  t o  cause one p a r t  o f  the g r e a t  i s land of New Guinea to 
belong t o  Indonesia and the o t h e r  p a r t  t o  be an independent P a c i f i c  
country within t h e  ( B r i t i s h )  Commonwealth. West I r i a n  looks nor th  
t o  southeas t  Asia; Papua-New Guinea looks e a s t  t o  north-east over 
t h e  vas t  spaces of t h e  Paci f ic .  

In Afr ica  t h e r e  a r e  equaliy i l l o g i c a l  d iv i s ions ,  where s ing le  
t r i b e s ,  with a common language, f ind  themselves s p l i t  up between 
th ree  no t  always f r i e n d l y  countr ies .  I t  used t o  be thought t h a t ,  
with t h e  end of colopialism, these  s t range  d iv i s ions  would come t o  
an end, b u t  t h i s  has no t  occurred. Apparently the  c o l o n i a l i s t s  
had done t h e i r  work too  well ,  and the re  had been hardly any r e c t i f i c a -  
t i o n  of f r o n t i e r s .  This means t h a t ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  f igures  
given in the Encyclopedia it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  work ou t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  more  o r  l e s s  i d e n t i f i a b l e  regions,  such a s  western t r o p i c a l  Afr ica  
o r  the  P a c i f i c ,  and this causes d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t r ac ing  m r e  o r  l e s s  
i d e n t i c a l  s p i r i t u a l  processes. But, f o r  a l l  t h a t ,  the general  l i n e s  
of Chr i s t i an  progress can be f a i r l y  wel l  worked out.  

m i v e r s a 1  Character of Chr is t ian  Faith:  This survey,  country by 
country, makes it p l a i n  t h a t  

we have t o  do today with something f o r  which there  is no precedent 
i n  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  -a universal  re l ig ion.  This does not mean t h a t  
everyone belongs t o  it o r  acknowledges i ts  t ru th -  f a r  from it. But 
i n  1983 the Chr is t ian  church does e x i s t  i n  every country of t h e  
world with the  poss ib le  exception of Tibet ;  i n  many areas  extremely 
weak and accepted by only a very small  minority; i n  o t h e r  regions 
w e l l  rooted i n  the  p a s t  and sturdy i n  t h e  present ;  i n  some claiming 
a t  l e a s t  the nominal a l legiance  of almost the e n t i r e  population. 

Islam has spread out i n  many d i rec t ions ,  but  is  s t i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  r e l ig ion  of the middle e a s t ,  drawingitsmai.n s t r eng th  from t h e  
Arabic-speaking countr ies .  Hinduism i n  recent  years  has begun t o  
claim f o r  i t s e l f  universa l  v a l i d i t y  as  the  mst t o l e r a n t  and a l l -  
embracing of a l l  r e l ig ious  systems, but  in  p rac t i ce  it has been f o r  
centur ies  t h e  main r e l i g i o n  only of the Indian sub-continent. 
Buddhism has a l s o  had a long roissionary h i s t o r y ;  but ,  i n  s p i t e  of 
success i n  various p a r t s  of t h e  world, is s t i l l  a t  home mainly in  
Sou th -ea t  Asia, with S r i  Lanka, Burola and 'i'hailand a s  the p r i n c i p a l  
representa t ives  of i t s  Theravada form. Chr i s t i an i ty  alone has 
managed t o  make i t s e l f  a t  home in a l l  the  continents .  From the 
f igures  given in  the Encyclopedia, it appears t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  has 
as  many adhrents  as  Islam, Hinduism and auddhism taken together. 
How many of these  adherents a re  deeply convinced and committed 
Chr is t ians  i s ,  of course, known t o  God only ,  the same being t r u e  a l s o ,  
of course, of a l l  t h e  o the r  r e l ig ions .  But in  a work such a s  t h e  
Encyclopedia,  which dea l s  in  the  main with observable phenomena and 



measurable r e a l i t i e s ,  we have t o  take t h e  f igures  as they a r e  and 
make such comparisons as can l e g i t i m t e l y  be drawn from them. 

and profession in t h e  n ineteenth  century was a l w s t  cantemporary with 
the  expansion of western and espec ia l ly  European p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  
power throughout the world, though t h e  connection between these  two 
phenomena i s  much l e s s  c lose  than has o f t en  been affirmed. Equal 
no t i ce  has n o t  been taken of the  no l e s s  important f a c t  t h a t  f o r  
wre than a century the  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  has been more p e r s i s t e n t l y  
and v i r u l e n t l y  a t tacked than any o the r  r e l ig ious  body with t h e  
exception of t h e  Jewish people and t h e  members of the  Bahai f a i th .  

This h o s t i l i t y  has taken many forms. I t  reached t h e  l e v e l  of 
vigorous persecution i n  Uganda and i n  China a t  the  end of  the  nine- 
teenth  century. It has taken the  form of near  suppression i n  - 
Muslim countr ies ,  even where death a s t h e  penalty f o r  apostasy is 
not  imposed. In Malaysia, f o r  example, any approach t o  Muslims with 
the o f f e r  of  an a l t e r n a t i v e  f a i t h  is  most s t r i c t l y  prohibi ted.  In  
communist-controlled countr ies  Marxist-inspired governments have no t  
veered one s ing le  point  from t h e i r  expressed determination t o  
e l imina te  every form of r e l ig ious  b e l i e f  -Christ ian,  Jewish, Islamic 
o r  whatever it may be- though a number of governrents have found 
it convenient, a s  i n  eas te rn  Germany, t o  a r r i v e  a t  a s i t u a t i o n  of  
l imi ted  mutual to le ra t ion .  Fr iedr ich  Iqietzsche was only t h e  f i r s t .  
though a l s o  t h e  b e s t  known, of t h e  c r i t i c s  who have poured out  t h e  
v i a l s  of t h e i r  wrath on Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  and c r i e d  o u t ,  "Down with 
it, down it, even t o  t h e  ground". 

R a t i o n a l i s t  associa t ions  continue t o  proclaim t h e  death  of God 
t o  a l l  who w i l l  hea r ,  and s e t  themselves t o  subvert  Chr is t ian  propa- 
ganda wherever t h e  opportunity is  given. In  many western universi-  
ties t h e  schools of philosophy, h i s t o r y ,  psychology, anthropology 
and so= forms of physica l  science a r e  so  deeply under the  influence 
of  1 a s  t o  confront s tudents  
with a number of gospels o t h e r  than t h a t  which is presented i n  the  
iiew Testament. 

I n  some areas  t h e  successes of the non-Christian forces have 
been considerable. It seems probable t h a t  in  some countr ies  of 
Central  Asia, w i t h  t h e  coming o f  t h e  Bolsheviks, the  small and 
s t rugg l ing  churches were s i q l y  b l o t t e d  out .  Marxist propaganda has 
i n  many places  been more s k i l f u l l y  ca r r i ed  o u t  than t h a t  put  forward 
by Chr i s t i ans ,  with t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  Chr i s t i ans  in  the  west f ind  them- 
se lves  burdened with a load of g u i l t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  with a g u i l t y  con- 
science inher i t ed  from the  past .  

V i t a l i t y  Despite B o s t i l i t y :  And y e t ,  through a l l  t h e  storms of a 
century,  t h e  Chr i s t i an  churches have con- 

t inued t o  maintain themselves, t o  grow and t o  manifest a v i t a l i t y  which 
is sometimes d i s tu rb ing  t o  those who wish f o r  nothing more ea rnes t ly  
than f o r  t h e i r  overthrow. What has happened i n  - China may be taken a s  
t y p i c a l  of what has taken p lace  aqain and again. When i n  1949 t h e  
communists took over power i n  t h e  C e l e s t i a l  Empire and brought i n t o  
e f f e c t  many an t i - r e l ig ious  r u l e s  and e d i c t s ,  Chr i s t i an  pess imis ts  i n  
many media were heard t o  proclaim t h a t  "mission Chr i s t i an i ty"  had 
f a i l e d ,  and t h a t  f o r t h e  four th  time i n  h i s t o r y  China had re jec ted  the 



approach made t o  he r  by Chr is t ians .  Not a l l  observers were convinced 
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  so,  o r  t h a t  the  survivors of t h e  Chr is t ian  churches i n  
China would be l imi ted  t o  minute and s c a t t e r e d  house churches, which 
by the i n t e n s i t y  of t h e i r  f a i t h  had managed t o  maintain themselves 
in  near obscuri ty.  

When a measure of  r e l ig ious  freedom was res tored,  it was 
"mission Chr i s t i an i ty" ,  Roman Catholic,  Anglican and Pro tes tan t ,  which 
emerged from the  shadows, shaken by t h i r t y  years of suppression, y e t  
having learned many th ings  through a f f l i c t i o n ,  having developed a 
new self-consciousness and s e l f r e l i a n c e ,  and eager a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
poss ib le  moment t o  recover contact  with western f r iends  and western 
churches. Tne church has once again revealed i t s e l f ,  i n  highly 
unfawurable circumstances, a s  an anvi l  which has worn out  many hammers. 

This extension of i t s  exis tence  could not  have taken place,  i f  
t h e  churches had no t  been able t o  show a s u r u r i s i n c  measure of 
f l e x i b i l i t y  and adap tab i l i ty  t o  many and varied cul tures .  Tnis is  
shown up interesting1.y a t  one point  in the Encyclopedia - the a t t i t u d e  
of the churches towards thesc r ip tu res  t h a t  have been committed t o  
t h e i r  care. The con t ras t  with Islam is p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k i n g .  In  
Islam t h e  revela t ion is s o  int imately l inked t o  one language t h a t  
throughout the Islamic world, prayers are  s a i d  only i n  Arabic; 
though t rans la t ions  of the gur 'an have appeared i n  many languages, 
the  majority of these have been made by non-Muslims, and no version 
has a s  y e t  received f u l l y  o f f i c i a l  recognit ion in  any p a r t  of the 
Islamic world. 

The Chr is t ian  churches have undertaken a vas t  en te rp r i se  i n  the 
learning of  languages, i n  the  reduction of previously unwritten 
languages t o  wri t ing ,  and i n  the t r a n s l a t i o n  of  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of t h e  
Chr is t ian  Scr ip tu res  i n t o  more than 1500 languages, s o  t h a t  something 
l i k e  96 percent  of the world 's  population, i f  l i t e r a t e ,  now has access 
t o  a t  l e a s t  a p a r t  o f t h e C h r i s t i a n  Scr ip tures .  Many of the  t r ans la -  
t ions  have been shown i r l  the l i g h t  of f u l l e r  knowledge t o  be woefully 
inadequate; the work of revision and r e t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  going on i n  
m y  languages, a s  i t  i s  i n  English. And y e t  evidence from many 
q u a r t e r s  shows t h a t  even through imperfect renderings something of 
t h e  l i g h t  of the  Gospel. has been able t o  shine through. 

Ref. Africa Bul le t in  Afrique. No.37. 1 Mai, 1984. 
Via Aurelia 269, 1-00165, Roma. 
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