


JuSTI(IE AND PEACE 

A S-ON OF 

BIBLICGFWHICRL AND O X G W I I Z X ~  RESCURCES 

(Questa c o l l e z i a e  d i  matepiale da f a t i  s u  g i u s t i z i a  e pace 
non d c q l e t a .  Siamo molto gra t i  a Padre flfcDonne2 d i  aver messo 
questo a d ispos iz ione  d i  SEDOS. La co22ezione 2 s t a t a  fa t ta  n e l  
novembre d e l  1983 ed 2 i n  ordine a l fabe t i co  secondo i t i t o l i  d e i  
docment i .  V i  chiediamo d i  mmdarci a2tn' titoli d i  simili documenti. 
S p e r i m o  d i  poter aggiwgere  pi2 t a r d i  un 'a l t ra  s e l e z w n e  da fon t i  
spagno.le ed i t a l i a n e .  Ed.) 

1. ACTION FOR INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE & PEACE: This  i s  a guide to 
s z t t i n g  up and aninat-  . - 

i n g  the  movemnt f o r  peace and j u s t i c e  a t  parish-community level .  I t  
provides information on publ ica t ions ,  pe r iod ica l s ,  a r e a s  f o r  s p e c i a l  
study, organisa t ions  and groups. The contents  on p.5 could serve  a s  
a b a s i s  f o r  organising a small resource cent re  and organising t h e  
mater ia l  co l l ec ted  according t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  sec t ions  of t h e  contents .  
Available from: Catholic  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  In te rna t iona l  Relat ions,  
22 Colemm F i e l d s ,  London N 1  7AF. 

2. AMERIpUE LATINE: Published by CETilAL, 35, rue des Jeuneurs, 
75002 Par is .  A qua r t e r ly  review t h a t  deals  wi th  

t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n  in Latin America. 
very informative and useful .  

3. MINESTY INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER: A monthly repor t  on pr isoners  
of conscience. Oftentimes it 

includes a s p e c i a l  repor t  on the human r i g h t s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  various 
coun t r i e s ,  o r  it takes  human r i g h t s  i n  reference t o  defenceless groups 
such a s  chi ldren  and women. Available from: Amnesty In te rna t iona l  
Publ ica t ions ,  10 Southampton S t r e e t ,  London !*JC2E 7HF, o r  your l o c a l  
Amnesty branch. I t  is published i n  French a l so .  Amnesty a l s o  pub- 
l i s h e s  an ANNUAL REPORT which reviews t h e  human r i g h t s  s i t u a t i o n  
country by country. 

4. ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAP!IY: This bibl iography is i n  J. Holland & 
P. Benriot ,  SCCIAL ANALYSIS: LINKING 

FAITN AND JUSTICE (IIew York: Orbis,  1983, in  col labora t ion  w i t h  The 
Center of  Concern). Both the Center of  Concern and Orbis  Publicat ions 
a r e  deeply involved i n  jus t i ce  and peace i ssues .  A good jus t i ce  and 
peace resource cen t re  should have every t i t l e  l i s t e d  here,  and should 
be on t h e  mailing l is t  of both  organizat ions.  

5. AiJSCHRIFT5.I DER I N  DER ZEIT VOM 3.7.-27.10.78 BESUCHTEI 
DOKUMENTATIOIqS-ZEPJTREN. A l i s t i n g  of European documentation 

cen t res  which could serve a s  resources f o r  gathering information re- 
l evan t  t o  j u s t i c e  and peace i ssues .  I t  is easy t o  wr i t e  a l e t t e r  t o  



these  cent res  asking to be put  on t h e i r  mailing l is t  t o  receive 
onqoing information on t h e i r  publ ica t ions ,  holdings and a c t i v i t i e s .  

6 .  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON JUSTICE AND PEACE ISSUES TODAY: In SEDOS 
Bul le t in  

No. 11, Ju ly  1981. 

7. BASIC DOCUMENTS ON HUtIPIU RIGHTS, ed i t ed  by Ian Drownlie. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press ,  1971. This  i s  

a handbook of sources on human r i q h t s  containing introductory notes. 
Among the  i s sues  d e a l t  w i t h  a re  those of economic jus t i ce ,  labour re- 
l a t i o n s ,  freedom of  expression and the protec t ion  of privacy. I t  
includes documentation on major i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agreements, regional  
developments, the  work of the  In te rna t iona l  Labour Organization, United 
iqations Organizat ions,  dec la ra t ions  on human r i g h t s  enahatilig from 
Latin America, Asia and Africa,  e t c .  

8. BRIEFING: A monthly publ ica t ion  of t h e  I.lorth-South I n s t i t u t e ,  
185 Rideau S t . ,  Ottawa, Canada KW 5XB. Free of charge, 

and published i n  both English and French. Deals with the North-South 
dialoque,  problems and issues .  

9. CEPITRE FOCUS: t,lLWS FRO14 TEE CENTER OF CONCERI. A monthly news- 
l e t t e r  published 

by t h e  Centre of Concern, 3700 13th St . ,  N.E., Washington, D.C. 20017. 
Free of charge, and well  worth ge t t ing .  The Centre is an independent, 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  team engaged i n  s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s ,  r e l i g i o u s  r e f l ec t ion  
and publ ic  education around ques t ions  of s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  with p a r t i c u l a r  
s t r e s s  on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  dimensions. Very r e l i a b l e  and one of t h e  
foremost organiza t ions  in  t h e  f i e l d .  

10. COMI4fJNICATION RESEARCH TRENDS: A Quarterly Information Service 
from t h e  Centre f o r  the Study of 

Communication and Culture. The Centre is  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  se rv ice  f o r  
communication research.  I t  includes a supplement on RESEARCH !rREJDS 
I N  XELIGIOUS COMMUNICATION. Lately it has been deal ing  with t h e  human 
r i g h t s  a spec t s  of developments i n  the  communications nedia and tech- 
nology. The Supplement a l s o  has been dea l ing  with t h e  implicat ions 
of t h i s  f o r  the  Church. The treatment of information a s  a commodity 
t h a t  can be owned, s o l d  and bouqht, and therefore  cont ro l led  is becom- 
ing a human r i q h t s  i s sue  a t  both the individual ,  c o l l e c t i v e ,  na t iona l  
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l eve l s .  The same qoes f o r  the  technology connected 
with the  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s torage  and d i f fus ion  of information. 

11. DEVEMP~IEMT EDUCATION EXCHANGE: A bimonthly publ ica t ion ,  ava i l ab le  
f r e e  o f  charge from Development 

Education Exchange, FAO, 00100 Rome. I t  informs on se lec ted  mater ia ls  
ava i l ab le  through a network cf  grccps, inot i tu t ions ,qovernmenta l  and 
non-governmental development agencies within t h e  Uli systen.  I t  makes 
information ava i l ab le  on content  and method of developmental education 
and on ac t ive  programmes in t h i s  f i e l d .  Very use fu l ,  because it gives 
an a b s t r a c t  of t h e  mater ia l  and t e l l s  you how t o  g e t  it. Published 
i n  both English and French. 

12. DIRECTORY OF FUlqDING SOURCES FOR ZUSTICE AND DWELOPtiEilT PROGWIMES, 

conpiled by Sean J. Iiealy, S.M.A. Available from I r i s h  Missionary 
Union, Orwell Park, Dublin 6 .  J u s t  published, 1903. Its l i s t i n g  of 



organiza t ions  i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  in scope. 

13. DISARMAMENT: A per iodic  review by t h e  United Nations, and ava i l -  
a b l e  f r e e  of charge: Department f o r  Disarmment 

A f f a i r s ,  Room DC2-853, United Nations, New York, N.Y. 10017. I t  is 
intended t o  serve a s  a source of information and a forum f o r  ideas  
concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  United Nations and the  wider i n t e r -  
na t iona l  community with regard t o  arms l imi ta t ion  and disarmament 
i ssues .  Available a l s o  in French. 

14. DISARMANEWF FACT SHEETS: Available f r ee  of  charge from Depart- 
ment f o r  Disarmament A f f a i r s ,  United 

Nations, New York, NY 10017 o r  P a l a i s  des  Nations, Ch-1211, Geneva 10. 
I t  dea l s  with se lec ted  ques t ions  of disarmament and arms l i m i t a t i o n  
t h a t  a r e  under ac t ive  considerat ion o r  t h e  sub jec t  of s t u d i e s  i n  U.N. 
bodies and o the r  forums. Essen t i a l  information, no matter how l i t t l e  
i s  our confidence i n  t h e  e f f i cacy  of  these  organiza t ions  and debates. 

15. DISmIAblENT NEWSLETTER: Newsletter of  t h e  World Disarmanent 
Campaign, United Nations, New York, 

N.Y. 10017. 

16. THE FOURTH WORLD JOURNAL: Available i n  English from New/Fourth 
World Movement, 172 F i r s t  Avenue, 

N.Y., N.Y. 10009, and i n  French from Fourth klorld, P ier re laye ,  France 
95480. This is an in te rna t iona l  movement t h a t  concerns i t s e l f  with 
t h e  problems and r i g h t s  of  t h e  marginalized, abandoned and defenceless  
people of  t h e  so-cal led developed world. They a r e  t h e  poor trapped 
i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  economic and p o l i t i c a l  system. A good example a r e  t h e  
gypsies i n  Europe, and t h e  i t i n e r a n t s  i n  I re land.  

17. GENERALATE NENS & NOTES: Quarterly newsle t ter  of t h e  Commission 
J u s t i c e  & Peace, UISG/USG (unions of  

Superiors  General, male and female). Available from Executive Secretary,  
Via Aurel ia ,  476, 03165 ROMA. Very informative in regard to i n i t i a t i v e s ,  
information, publ i -a t ions ,  meetings deal ing  with jus t i ce  & peace 
i ssues .  

18. THE GOSPEL OF PEACE AND JUSTICE: CAHTOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING SINCE 
POPE JOHN: Edited by Joseph G r e ~ i l l i c n  and published by Orbis 

Books, Marvkr-oil, :JEW York 10545, !97',. This is a source book of 
contemporary Cathol ic  s o c i a l  teaching. I t  can serve  a s  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
guide and study a i d  f o r  ind iv idua l s  and groups. The index i s  excel lent .  

19. RUbIAN RIGHTS/DROITS DE L'HOMME, Jean Schlick and Marie ZinImermann, 
Strasbourq: CERDIC, 1982. A 

valuable i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bibliography covering t i e  p e r i o d  1975-1981, and 
thoroughly indexed. 

20. HURIWCS: Human r i g h t s  Information and Documentation System,Inter- 
na t iona l ,  P.O.Box 206, London WC2E 7JR, o r  Hans Thoolen, 

Nieuwegracht 94, 3512 LX Utrecht,  Netherlands. This  is a new organiz- 
a t i o n ,  r ecen t ly  founded, which aims t o  promote documentation work and 
the  f r e e  flow of human r i g h t s  information a l l  over t h e  world. I t  w i l l  
a l s o  be useEul i n  helping h u m  r i g h t s  organizat ion s e t  up information 
and documentation systems. I t  would be worthwhile t o  be on t h e i r  
mailing l ist .  



21. THE HUMAN RIQITS HANDBOOK: Compiled by t~largueri te  Garling, 
London, Ilacmillan, 1979. This is a 

guide to B r i t i s h  and American In te rna t iona l  Iluman Rights Organizations. 
I t  gives t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  terms of reference ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  publ ica t ions  
and se rv ices  of fered .  Invaluable to those who need t o  seek ass i s t ance  
o r  who wish t o  give help ,  b u t  do no t  know where t o  turn.  The l i s t i n g  
i s  s e l e c t i v e ,  and dea l s  mainly with organisa t ions  i n  the  U.K. and 
U.S.A., b u t  does include two d e t a i l e d  sec t ions  on in te rna t iona l  non- 
governmental organiza t ions  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  inter-governmental 
organizat ions.  

22. H W l  RIGHTS IWERNET: This is an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conmunications 
network and clearinghouse on human r i g h t s  

covering more than 90 countr ies ,  over 2000 individuals  and organiz- 
a t i o n s  dedicated t o  t h e  promotion and protec t ion  of human r i g h t s .  
Address: Human Rights I n t e r n e t ,  1502 Ogden S t r e e t ,  IJW, Washington, 
D.C. 20010, USA. 

23. N O P ~  AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS DIRECTORY: Published by Human Rights 
I n t e r n e t  (see No.22). 

S t a t e s  and Canada ac t ive  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  human r i g h t s .  This includes 
organiza t ions  concerned with the broad range of human r i g h t s ;  organiz- 
a t i o n s  focused on s p e c i f i c  r i g h t s ;  organiza t ions  focused on Africa,  
Asia, Europe, Lat in  America and the Caribbean; profess ional  associ-  
a t ions ;  governmental and inter-governmental bodies,  o f f i c e s  and 
agencies. 

24. HUMAN RIGTS DIRECTORY: LATIN AMERICA, AFRICA, ASIA. (See N0.22) . 
A d i rec to ry  

o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n  Lat in  America and the  Caribbean, Africa,  t h e  Middle 
East ,  Asia and the  Pac i f i c ,  concerned w i t h  i s sues  of human r i g h t s  and 
s o c i a l  jus t i ce .  

25. HUMAN RIGHTS DIRECTORY: WESTERN EUROPE. (See No.22) . Like t h e  
preceeding Elo. 24, it - 

gives a country by country l i s t i n g .  A 1 1  t n ree  d i r e c t o r i e s  a r e  thoroughly 
indexed fo r  easy r e t r i e v a l  of information. 

26. HUMAN RIGHTS INTERNXT Rr:PORTCR. This  is t h e  quar t e r ly  pe r iod ica l  
of the Human Rights I n t e r n e t  

(No.22). which aims t o  give m update cn i s sues  and s i t u a t i o n s  of  human 
r i g h t s  and s o c i a l  jus t i ce  a l l  over t h e  world, country by country. 

27. IDEAS AND ACTION: A monthly b u l l e t i n  published i n  English, French 
and Spanish, by the Freedom from Hunger Campaicjn/ 

Food and Agriculture Or~an iza t io r l  of the United Nations. Address: FAO, 
00100 Rome, I t a l y .  I t  i s  f r e e  of charge. Deals with food, r u r a l  
development and h e a l t h  care  i n  t h e  3rd World. 

2 8 .  ILO INFORNATION: By monthly b u l l e t i n  of t h e  In te rna t iona l  Labour 
Orqanisation, In te rna t iona l  Labour Off ice ,  Bureau 

oE Public  Information, CH 1211 Geneva 2 2 ,  Switzerland. I t  is published 
i n  15 languages and is f r e e  of charqe. Deals with labour i s sues  around 
the world. I t  a l s o  includes a s s e c i a l  AFRICAN SUFPLI:I.ENT. The Organiz- 
a t ion  a l s o  has many o the r  publ ica t ions  on labour i s sues ,  such a s  working 
condit ions,  e t c .  Of spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  is t h e i r  YEAaOOK OF LABOUR 
STATISTICS. 



29. LADOC: A bimonthly publication of Latin America Documentation. 
I t  is published by Latinamerica Press,  Ladoc, Apartado 

5594, Lima 100, Peru. Excellent  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  it provides a 
g r e a t  range of documentation giving a p ic tu re  of what is ac tua l ly  
qoing on in  Latin America from a J u s t i c e  and Peace and Human Rights 
perspective.  

30. P:IGRATIOLJ TODAY. Published by t h e  World Council of Churches, 
150 rou te  de Ferfiey - 1 2 1 1  Geneva 20, Switzer- 

land. Free of charge. Its aim is  t o  provide a c l ea r ing  house of 
ideas ,  resources,  documentation and ac t ion  i n  revard t o  t h e  migration 
process and t o  provide a means by which Churches can share t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  t o  defend and promote t h e  r i g h t s  of migrant workers. 

31. NEWS NOTES: PARYKIJOLL JUSTICE AVD PEACE OFFICE: New York, 
llaryknoll,  10545. 

A monthly publ ica t ion ,  ava i l ab le  f r e e  of charge. Provides information 
on ac t ion ,  documents and resources i n  t h e  f i e l d  of human r i g h t s ,  
j u s t i ce  and peace i s s u e s  around the  world. I t  a l s o  encourages ac t ion  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of the  reader,  and t e l l s  you what t o  do, 
what is ava i l ab le  and how t o  g e t  it. 

32. ON TIiE IlOVE: Periodical  of t h e  P o n t i f i c i a  Comnissio de S p i r i t u a l i  
Migratorum atque I t inerantium Cura, C i t t a  d e l  

Vaticano. Published i n  I t a l i a n  with t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  French and JZnglish 
i n  smaller p r i n t .  Useful source f o r  r e f l e c t i o n s  and documentation on 
the  ministry t o  migrants. 

33. NORTH-SOUTH. Published by the E:orth-South I n s t i t u t e ,  185 Rideau 
S t . ,  Ottawa, Canada K l i g  5x0, i n  French and English. 

A monthly. Again dea l s  with t h e  North-South dialogue. 

34. PONTIFICIA COMMISSIONE, IUSTITJA ET PAX: Palazzo San C a l i s t o ,  
00120, C i t t a  d e l  Vaticano. 

I t  is well  worthwhile being on t h e i r  mail ing l i s t  t o  rece ive  t h e i r  
publ isca t ions .  The Commission a l s o  has a magnificent l i b r a r y  and 
documentation cen t re  which i s  open t o  the  public  f o r  research.  A few 
years ago they published a useful  s e r i e s  of WORKING I'APERS. No.1 
was e n t i t l e d :  THE CHURCH AND HUI.,lAii RIGHTS: Recently, they published 
a s e r i e s  on t h e  SOCIAL TEACBIZJG OF JOHN PAUL 11. In 1982, they pub- 
l i s h e d  a useful  source book i n  col labora t ion  with the  World Council 
of Churches: PEACE AND DISmIAIMEi'PP: DOCUE.1LTiTS OF THE llORLD COtJ?ICIL 
OF CHURCHES, presented by t h e  Commission of the Churches on In te r -  
na t ional  Affa i rs .  Documents of the  ROI,LX!xl CATHOLIC CHURCH, presented 
by t h e  P o n t i f i c a l  Commission ' I u s t i t i a  e t  Pax'. 

35. PROFILE: A s e r i e s  of p r o f i l e s  on the  coun t r i e s  of Afr ica ,  Asia 
and Latin America, published col .? .f~?t ively by a number 

of organiza t ions ,  mong then Trocaire ( I r e l a n d ) ,  and Catholic  I n s t i t u t e  
for  In te rna t iona l  Relat ions,  22 Coleman F ie lds ,  London I J l .  Very 
useful  mater ia l .  Recent i s sues  have been devoted t o  Indonesia, Guate- 
mala, South Africa and Zimbabwe. I t  would be worthwhile being on the  
mailing l i s t  of C I I R ,  a s  they o f f e r  a l o t  of o ther  mater ia l  a s  well.  
So a l s o ,  Trocaire - I r i s h  Catholic  Agency f o r  Ilorld Development, 169 
Booterstown Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Pub1i.n. 

36. PCR INFOFUIATIOIJ: REPORTS AND DACKGROUIJD PAPERS : Available f rom 
Idorld Council of  

Churches, Programme t o  Combat Racisx, 150 route cie Ferney, P.O.acx 66, 



1211 Geneva 20. It is an occasional  publ ica t ion  whose primary purpose 
i s  t o  provide churches, support groups and individuals ,  with background 
docmentat ion and ana lys i s  on major i s sues  in combating racism. 

37. PROPWTIO JUSTITIAE: An exce l l en t  publ ica t ion  of t h e  Socia l  Secret-  
a r i a t  S.J., Borgo S. S p i r i t o  5, c.p. 6139 Roma, 

I t a l y .  I t  i s  published i n  English, French and Spanish. 

38. REFUGEES: Newsletter of t h e  Refugee Service of the  Comission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Services ,  World 

Council o f  Churches, 150 rou te  de Ferney, 1211 Geneva. 

39. REFUGEES MAGAZINE: Is a supplement t o  the m n t h l y  newspaper 
REFUGEES. Available f r e e  of  charge from United 

Nations High Commissioner f o r  Refugees (UNHCR),  Pa la i s  des Nations, 
CH-1211 Geheva 10. Published i n  English and French. Gives a l o t  of 
useful  infotmation. 

40, RELIGION FOR PEACE: A newsle t ter  on in te r - re l ig ious  dialogue and 
ac t ion  f o r  peace issued by The World Conference 

on Religion and Peace, 777 United  ati ions Plaza, liew York, N.Y. 10017 
Free of charge. 

41. REWRTS: Concerned with t h e  f i e l d  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  development. 
Published i n  English, French and Spanish, and ava i l ab le  

f r e e  of charge from t h e  Communications Division, IDRC, P.O.Box 8500, 
Ottawa. Canada K1G 3Hq. Concentrates on f i v e  s e c t o r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
of  development: a ~ r i c u l t u r e ;  food and n u t r i t i o n  sciences;  hea l th  
sciencest  information sciences;  s o c i a l  sciences and communications. 
N e l l  produced and includes good v i sua l  documentation. 

42. THE RIGHT PT BELIEVE: A newsle t ter  published by Keston College, 
I leathfield Road, Ki?STQq, Kent BR2 6BA. 

England. Concerned with human r i g h t s  i n  the f i e l d  of r e l ig ious  b e l i e f ,  
and concentrates p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the  s i t u a t i o n  i n  communist dominated 
countr ies .  

43. SOCIAL ANALYSIS: L I N K I N G  FAITH AND JUSTICE. Revised and Enlarged 
Edit ion.  By Joe 

Holland and Peter  Henriot. Published by Orbis and Center of-concern 
(see nos. 11 and 18 above addresses) .  An indispensable t o o l  f o r  en- 
gaging in  ac t ion  f o r  human r i g h t s ,  j u s t i ce  and peace. 

44. TEJE STATE OF THE WORLD ATLAS: Michael Kidron & Ronald Segal. 
London; Heinemann, 1981. (ATLAS 

ENCYCLOPEDIQUE DU hDNDE. Par is :  Calmann-Levy, 1981). Indispensable 
f o r  g e t t i n g  a p ic tu re  of t h e  hard f a c t s  and f igures  of t h e  world 
s i t u a t i o n ,  presented i n  t h e  form of  maps and graphics.  Covers a l l  the  
r e l evan t  areas:  t h e  aggressive s t a t e ;  arms and t h e  s t a t e ;  n a t u r a l  re- 
sources; economy; governments; business;  ideologies;  labour; socie ty ;  
environment; symptons of world c r i s i s ;  d i s s e n t ,  e t c .  

45. UNCHR FACT SHEET: Presented on a country by c o u n t q  bas i s .  See 
No.39 above fo r  address. Available f r e e  of 

charge. 



46. UNITED HATIOIIS DEVEUlPiENT EDUCATION DIWCTORY FOR C:ON-WVERN- 
MENTAL ORWIIZATIONS Iil IEDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES: Published in  

1981 by the Un Non-Governmental Liaison Service.  P a l a i s  des  Nations. . 

CH-1211, Geneva 10. Gives a s t ruc tu red  presenta t ion  of development 
information and development education resources ava i l ab le  to L~GOS.  
Many a reas  a r e  covered such a s  agrar ian  reform; apar the id ;  l i b e r a t i o n  
movements; chi ldren;  disarmament and development; education and l i t e -  
racy; environnrent; food; heal th ;  housing; human se t t lements ;  migrant 
workers; new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic order;  new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  inform- 
a t i o n  and communication order ,  n u t r i t i o n )  peace research;  primary 
hea l th  ca re ;  refugees; t r ansna t iona l  corporat ions,  e t c .  The l i s t  
alone shows how v a s t  is t h i s  whole a r e a  of bun r i g h t s ,  ju s t i ce  and 
peace i n  t h e  world. 

47. WAR, PEACE AND VIOLFNCE/GUERRE, PAIX ET VIOLENCE. In te rna t iona l  
Bibliography/ 

Bibliographic In te rna t iona le  1975/1901. Strasbourg: CERDIC Publi- 
ca t ions ,  1982 (9,  Place de l ' u n i v e r s i t 6 ,  67084 Strasbourg).  

48. VJORLD MILITARY AND SOCIAL EXPENDITURES 1982. Dy Ruth Leger 
Sivard ,  and Pub- 

l i s h e d  by World P r i o r i t i e s .  Available through WMSC Publicat ions.  
c/o CAAT, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DX, England. Dy means o f  
maps, graphics and s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e s  it g ives  us a p ic tu re  of the 
staggering s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  modern world and shows up the  obviously 
immoral imbalance between mi l i t a ry  and s o c i a l  expenditures. Published 
annually. 

49. WORLD REFUGEE SURVEY 1982. An annual publ ica t ion  o f  t h e  U.S. 
Committee f o r  Refugees, 20 l e s t  40th 

S t r e e t ,  New York, iU.Y.  10018. Besides documenting t h e  world refugee 
s i t u a t i o n ,  it l ists i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organiza t ions  concerned w i t h  t h e  
refugee problem. 
Needless t o  say, t h i s  l i s t i n g  i s  incomplete. I t  does n o t  even inc lude  
a l l  t he  mater ia l  t h a t  comes t o  our Centre. However, I would l i k e  to 
add two sources of Catholic  Church documents on human r i g h t s ,  j u s t i c e  
and peace. They are :  

50. LA DOCUMENTATION CILIWOLIQUE ( a  bi-monthly, Pa r i s :  Bayard-Presse, 
5, rue Bayard, 75393 Par i s )  .. 

ORIGINS ( a  fo r tn igh t ly ,  Washington, D.C.: NC Documentary Service 
NC News Service ,  1312 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, . 20005). 

Both these  pe r iod ica l s  give a good s e l e c t i o n  of the  documents, 
pronouncements, e t c .  of the  Pope, bishops, and bishops conferences on 
peace and jus t i ce  i s sues .  

It is a l s o  recommended t o  g e t  on t h e  Orbis mailing l i s t  f o r  i n f o r w  
a t i o n  about t b e i r  publ ica t ions  which a r e  almost always on 3rd World, 
Liberat ion and J u s t i c e  and Peace i ssues .  



C O P ~ I C N  

Emilio Castro 

(EmiZio Castro ha scr i t tc  questc primo articoZo deZZa 
in troduziae  i n  u w  degli ultimi numeri deZZa r iv is ta  "IntemationaZ 
Revim of Mission" prima d i  passare la  responsabilitd a2 suo successore 
Jean Stromberg, i Z  quale ora d dire t tow del la  Connnidsion for world 
Mission and EvangeZisation (CCOE) deZ World Council of  Churches (KCC)  
ed editore della r iv is ta .  NeZZ'assehbZea g e n e ~ l e  d i  SEDOS neZ 
dicembre 1982, dove ZmiZio Castro ha parlato, 2 stata notata una con- 
sideravoZe a f f i n i t h  tra 2 'approcio a l la  missione e a l la  converswne 
della ClIME e l e  i s t i tuz ion i  missionarie d i  SEDOS. L'edizione "Zuglio 
1983" della "International Revim of Efission", dalla quaZe a b b h o  
preso questc articolo, contiene contribuiti  interessanti  dai vari 
continenti sulla conversione.) 

"The proclamation of the  Gospel includes an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  recog- 
n ize  and accept  i n  a personal decis ion  t h e  saving lo rdsh ip  o f  Chr is t . "  

In  t h i s  very simple phrase, Mission and Evangelism - An Ecumenical 
Affirmation declares  what should be obvious f o r  every Chr i s t i an  preacher. 
The proclamation of the  gospel is not a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  s to ry - t e l l ing .  
We t e l l  t he  s to ry  of t h e  gospel with the pub l i c  hope t h a t  dec i s ions  
w i l l  follow. To open the  word of God, t o  announce its meaning t o  the 
human community, is an exerc ise  o f  hope i n  the ac t ion  of the  Zoly 
S p i r i t  t h a t  could provoks the  miracle o f  a response o f  f a i t h ,  even 
t o  our very l imi ted  t e s t i m n y  of Jesus  Chr i s t .  Notwithstanding poss ib le  
misunderstandings, of which we a r e  going t o  t a l k  l a t e r  on, we need to 
open t h i s  cons idera t ion  of t h e  top ic  of conversion i n  the  Internatwnal 
Review of Mission, affirming t h a t  t h e  Chr is t ian  gospel is an o f f e r ,  
an i n v i t a t i o n ,  a c a l l  t o  people t o  respond personally and s o c i a l l y  t o  
God. 

Conscientizat ion:  Paulo Fre i re  has taught  us t h e  i m p r t a n c e  o f  the 
process of consc ien t i za t ion ,  a process through 

which people cone to understand t h e i r  own predicament and recognize 
the fo rces  t h a t  a r e  a t  work i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  and i n  the  l i f e  of soc ie ty ,  
and a s  a consequence become protagonis ts  both of t h e i r  own des t iny  
and t h e  des t iny  of t h e i r  community. Applying t h e  same phraseology, 
we could say t h a t  conversion i s  t h e  moment of conscient iza t ion ,  of 
awareness, o f  a personal r e l a t i o n s h i p  with God i n  C h r i s t ,  an i n v i t a t i o n  
t o  e n t e r  with him i n t o  the  a c t u a l  t a s k  of transforming t h i s  world 
according t o  God's w i l l .  

The c r o s s  and resu r rec t ion  express b e t t e r  than anything e l s e  the  
content  of our new l o y a l t y  in conversion, l o y a l t y  t o  the c r u c i f i e d  
Chr i s t ,  l o y a l t y  t o  the  kingdom of the  r i s e n  Chr is t .  Conversion is a 
changing of perspect ive ,  assuming a r e l a t i o n s h i p  both with t h e  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  and the  l i v i n g  C h r i s t  a s  point  of permanent reference.  Conversion 
means t o  be incorporated i n t o  the  new dimension of being a co-worker 
of God i n  h i s  kingdom. 



WARNING VOICES 

Psychological Factors: A s  a psychological f a c t ,  conversion is  well  
known in  o ther  r e l i g i o n s  and even in p o l i t i c a l  

mvements. Dif ferent  schools  of psychology could e x ~ l a i n  t h e  mechanism 
which prodUces t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  experience. The d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  of 
Chr is t ian  conversion is  n o t  i n  a psychological manifestat ion,  bu t  in 
i t s  c e n t r a l  po in t  o f  reference ,  Jesus Chr i s t  is perceived a s  the  focus 
of in teg ra t ion  of t h e  pe r sona l i ty ,  and God's kingdom is conceived a s  
t h e  cen t re  of meaninn f o r  a l l  human his tory .  

To be Chr is t ian  is no t  t o  be a new person i n  h i d h e r s e l f ,  it is 
t o  be a new person in  Jesus Chr i s t ;  it is no t  a d i f f e r e n t  psychology, 
it is a d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t ionsh ip .  For t h i s  reason, t h e  Chr is t ian  teach- 
ing expla ins  t h a t  t h e  work of the Iloly S p i r i t  i s  necessary t o  produce 
conversion, because it is  the Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  allows the a c t u a l i z a t i o n  
of t h e  yesterday,  t h e  Jesus of h i s t o r y ,  and leads  us today i n t o  the  
encounter o f  the  l i v i n g  C h r i s t  in  the middle of  the  s t rugg les  and 
dreams of people. 

Conversion i s  an awareness of God's grace, God's w i l l ,  God's love, 
God's law, a response manifestincj i t s e l f  i n  f a i t h ,  repentance, obedience 
and community. 

Having affirmed q u i t e  c l e a r l y  tile c e n t r a l i t y  of t h e  expectat ion 
of conversion in  t h e  mission of t h e  Chr is t ian  church, we a r e  now ready 
t o  l i s t e n  t o  many voices t h a t  warn us of an overemphasis o r  easy use 
of t h i s  word. Let us be aware of t h e  r e l ig ious  en thus ias t s  who, i n  t h e  
name of a r a d i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  experience, lead people a s t r ay !  Af ter  the 
experience of J i m  Jones, the  IJorth American preacher who brought h i s  
whole congregation t o  Guyana, and who shared w i t h  h i s  congregation i n  
a t r a g i c  c o l l e c t i v e  su ic ide ,  we must be very humble i n  providing evid- 
ence o f  human conversion through t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of emotion experienced 
by one o r  many members of a group. J i m  Jones remains the  dramatic 
evidence of contemporary r e l i g i o u s  fanat ic ism,  even i n  t h e  name o f  
Chr i s t .  

Psychology helps us understand t h e  con t ro l  techniques of t h e  
human mind which have been developed by s e c t a r i a n  re l ig ions .  Psycho- 
s o c i a l  s tud ies  reveal  the mechanism of submission of t h e  personal i ty .  
This manipulation of mass psychology o r  o f  t h e  ind iv idua l s  is a well- 
known temwtation t o  every charismatic Chr i s t i an  leader .  

Exploi ta t ion?  Other c r i t i c s  r e f e r  t o  an o l d  phenomenon, well  known 
from Chr i s t i an  mission everywhere i n  the  world - t he  

exp lo i t a t ion  of a s i t u a t i o n  o f  weakness of t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  of our pro- 
clamation. The phrase " r i c e  Chr is t ians"  was coined in  China and 
r e f e r r e d  t o  people who professed C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  order  t o  receive the 
advantages granted by t h e  churches. A s i m i l a r  phenomenon can be 
observed in  Asian refugee camps where people wait ing f o r  a v i sa  t o  go 
t o  the  U.S. a r e  easy prey t o  the  c a l l  f o r  conversion with the  expect- 
a t ion  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  speed up t h e  grantinq of the  longed-for e n t r y  
v isa .  

Muslim f r i ends  go s o  f a r  a s  t o  claim t h a t  Chr i s t i ans  should s t o p  
a l l  diaconia services  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Is lamic groups because they see 
there  only a manifestat ion of a p r o s e l y t i s t  dr ive .  A s  Chr i s t i ans  we 
r e j e c t  this-accusat ion immediately; our d e s i r e  t o  share t h e  g o s p l  



w i t h  people in  need is no t  an at tempt to abuse them, but  t o  share 
with them our profound convict ions.  We must be aware, however, t h a t ,  
seen from t h e  perspective of secu la r  people o r  of o the r  r e l i g i o n s ,  
this i s  proselyt ism and c r e a t e s  new stumbling blocks t o  people coming 
to r e a l  and l i v i n g  f a i t h  i n  Jesus Chr i s t .  

How do we respec t  t h e  freedom of t h e  persoh in an unfree s i tua t ion7  
Par t  of t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  is  t h a t  t h i s  modern missionary diaconia is done 
i n  the name of  and with t h e  resources of an economically powerful church 
o r  Chr i s t i an  organization. How t o  convey in those circumstances t h e  
image of C h r i s t ,  the  oowerless one, who had only h i s  l i f e ,  which he 
surrendered f o r  t h e  sa lva t ion  of humankind? This model, b u i l t  i n t o  
t h e  c e n t r a l  core of  our f a i t h ,  should be t h e  bas ic  c r i t e r i o n  pres id ing 
over our service .  Do we render our se rv ice  i n  the  s p i r i t ,  a f t e r  t h e  
model, of t h e  c ruc i f i ed  one? 

Socioloqical  Factors7 In  c e r t a i n  cases ,  a soc io log ica l  ana lys i s  w i l l  
i n t e r p r e t  conversion as t ' l e s imple  passage from 

t h e  con t ro l  of a r e l i g i o u s  o r  c u l t u r a l  groups w i t h  a c e r t a i n  se t  of  
values t o  t h e  con t ro l  of another group with a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  of values,  
b u t  with t h e  same mechanism t o  con t ro l  and li.mit t h e  f r e e  expansion 
of t h e  person. This  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  sec ta r i an  groups where 
t h e  cont ro l  of t h e  comuni ty  over the Behaviour of i t s  members is  such 
t h a t  people accommodate t o  t h e  expected Sehaviour without much freedom 
i n  choosingthe way i n  which they w i l l  respond t o  t h e  l i v i n g  Chr i s t ,  
no t  only ins ide  the  new Chr is t ian  commur.ity t o  which they adhere, but  
e spec ia l ly  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  present  problems and needs of the  secu la r  
socie ty .  

P o l i t i c a l  Factors? A very important point  of c r i t i c i s m  and a warning 
t o  our emphasis on conversion comes from highly 

explosive p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  where convzrsion means a change of 
soc io -po l i t i ca l  l o y a l t i e s .  I t  is  a move from one t r i b e  t o  t h e  o the r ,  
from one p o l i t i c a l  community t o  t h e  enemy cormmlity; conversion then 
is considered a be t raya l  of the t r i b e ,  cu l tu re ,  family o r  nation. In  
this issue  of  t h e  IRM, t h i s  problem is  described p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  terms 
of what i s  happening i n  India.  Should conversion elways mean t h e  
v i s i b l e  belonging t o  the  h i s t o r i c a l  church, o r  could conversion i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  the  l i v i n g  C h r i s t  be developed ins ide  one ' s  own c u l t u r a l  
and re l ig ious  t r a d i t i o n 7  What is pleaded f o r  here is s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  
the i ssues  r a i sed ,  and no t  an imposition of so lu t ion  p rac t i sed  i n  
countr ies  where a Chr is t ian  background can be assumed e a s i l y  onto 
s i t u a t i o n s  where themajor i ty  of t h e  population sees  i n  these  p rac t i ces  
an aggression on t h e i r  cherished values. 

What i s  t h e r e i n t h e  Chr is t ian  c a l l  t o  conversion - i . e .  t o  cent re  
l i f e  around Jesus Chr i s t ,  the h i s t o r i c a l  and t h e  l i v i n g  one - t h a t  
could make people b e t t e r  c i t i z e n s  of t h e i r  soc ie ty ,  b e t t e r  members of 
t h e i r  fami l ies?  What is e s s e n t i a l ,  what i s  secondary? And how do we 
b e s t  po in t  t o  Jesus C h r i s t  i n  highly c r i t i c a l ,  pclemical s i t u a t i o n s ?  
A g r e a t  d e a l  of symapthy should support a l l  those who, in India ,  Egypt, 
the  Middle East ,  e t c . ,  t r y  t o  f i n d  ways t o  present  Jesus C h r i s t  in a 
manner t h a t  does n o t  jeopardize, b u t ,  on t h e  contrary,  preserves the 
l i f e  of  the  community. 

We need t o  be aware of a l l  these  c r i t i c i sms  and be hunble i n  t h e  
appra isa l  of our e v a n g e l i s t i c  work; we need t o  be ca l l ed  back time and 
time again to the  e s s e n t i a l s  f o r  conversion - a l i v i n g  re l a t ionsh ip  w i t h  
Chr i s t ,  a d i spos i t ion  t o  serve the  neighbour and t h e  community, a des i re  



to par t ic ipate  i n  the l i f e  of a worshipping community. 

"Conversion happens i n  the midst of our h i s to r i ca l  r ea l i t y  and 
incorporates the t o t a l i t y  of our l i f e ,  because God's love i s  concerned 
with t h a t  t o t a l i t y .  Jesus' c a l l  is an invitation t o  follow him joy- 
ful ly ,  t o  par t ic ipate  in  h i s  servant body, to share with him in the 
struggle to overcome s in ,  poverty and death" (ilission and Evangelism - 
An Ecumenical Affirmation). 

In God's own tim: Trust in God's own time-should help us to come to 
terms with our impatience, which cah degenerate in to  an ixposition-on 
the weakest of our society. 1;1l these warningn,however,.should not , 

d i s t r a c t  Christians from the central  f ac t  tha t  t o  be Christian i s  t o  
be in  a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Conversion w i l l  
always be an ambiguous phenomenon because it happens in the realm of 
human l i f e  and h i s to r i ca l  real i ty .  There are no f ina l  claims t o  be 
made by Christians, there are no f ina l  pretensions for  us; the basic 
a t t i tude  is  to point t o  Jesus Christ  with the hope tha t ,  by contempla- 
t ion of the crucified one, the non-pretentious hon-crusading, hon- 
imperial is t ic  character of our evangelism can be understood. 

PIHAT IS CONVERSION? 

The word conversion - to turn around - is used especially i n  
the Old Testament for ca l l ing  the whole people, the nation, t o  change 
i ts  ways. While there are some examples of personal conversion, 
generally the emfiasis is on collective conversion. The sins of 
I s r ae l  a r e  those t h a t  nee6 t o  be repented in  order to overcome the 
h i s to r i ca l  judgemnt looming on the horizon. In fac t ,  we are  soc ia l  
beings, we are  influenced by and do ourselves exer t  influence on the 
total community. Inside the Covenant relationship between the people 
of I s r ae l  and God, t h i s  c a l l  to turn back-even ta turn forward - w a s  
a c a l l  t o  f u l f i l  God's w i l l ,  to l ive  in  God's love, t o  respect God's 
Paw. The brokenrelationship of the Covenant needed t o  be restored 
by a public a c t  of repentance of the people, accompanied by a c l ea r  
manifestation of a change of loya l t ies  in  the i r  6ai ly  l i f e .  This 
prophetic c a l l  to repentance and change remains the responsibil i ty 
of the church vis-a-vis the t o t a l  community. Like every individual, 
the community, too, needs moments of a new beginning, of a common 
awareness, of a rejection of the paths of yesterday,and tile opening 
of a new period of h o p  and construction. 

In nations t h a t  were permeated long ago by Christian teaching 
and t rad i t ion ,  the c a l l  tonationalconversion r e f l ec t s  a s i tuat ion 
very similar t o  the Old Testament-the church, the prophet, reminding 
the community of the central  values of God's just ice  which prevailed 
in  the a t t i t u d e o f t h e  founders of the nation, values which need to be 
brought back t o  the centre of the attention and loyalty of the whole 
community. 

Whether it is in South Africa, cal l ing white Christians to  repent 
of t h e i r  r a c i s t  ways; Whether it is in s o c i a l i s t  countries, ca l l ing  
for  an affirmation of the eternal  value of the individual person- 
the church's vocation involves an evangelist ic proclamation of repent- 
ance and chanae of the whole community. The church tha t  evangelizes, 
invi t ing people t o  f a i t h  in  Christ ,  w i l l  give c l a r i t y  to its c a l l  
i f ,  simultaneously, it shows in i t s  internal l i f e  the signs of the new 



l i f e  and publ ic ly  c a l l s  the  whole community t o  turn t o  t h e  bas ic  
demands of God's jus t i ce .  

In p a r t i c u l a r  today, a church t h a t  i s  n o t  concerned with t h e  
gap between r i c h  and poor among the nat ions ,  the  question of nuclear  
peace, r a c i a l  equa l i ty  and community of love and respect  between man 
and woman, a church t h a t  i s  s i l e n t  vis-a-vis these and o the r  challenges 
of our present  human s i t u a t i o n ,  w i l l  have much d i f f i c u l t y  i n  being 
c red ib le  when it announces the gospel of the  kingdom of God, i n v i t i n g  
people t o  repent  and t o  en te r  i n t o  t h e  se rv ice  of t h a t  kingdom. 

In t h i s  per iod ,  when t h e  mass media play such an important r o l e ,  
this prophetic ,  c o l l e c t i v e  c a l l  t o  conversion provides the  overa l l  
context  in  which t h e  individual  c a l l  w i l l  be understood a s  having con- 
c r e t e  h i s t o r i c a l  meaning. A s  our Lord Jesus c r i e d  over Jerusalem, 
a s  the  prophets  c r i e d  over the sins of I s r a e l ,  s o  Christ iar ls  a r e  
c a l l e d  t o  c ry  over t h e  s i n s  of t h e i r  respective nat ions  with the  same 
passion and t o  be always in  t h e  proclamation of the  "year of the  Lord" 
the  year of grace where repentance and a new beginning a r e  poss ib le .  
While, due to the  p l u r a l i s t i c  charac ter  of contemporary socie ty ,  much 
of t h i s  c a l l i n g  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  o r  na t iona l  conversion must necessa r i ly  
be phrased i n  very secular  terms, t h e  voice of the church, however, 
should be c l e a r  i n  iden t i fy ing  t h e  roo t s  of i ts  concern f o r  the 
changes in  t h e  ways and the behaviour of  the  t o t a l  community - "so 
says t h e  Lord". 

I t  i s  because there  1s a v i s ion  of the  kingdom andanunderstand- 
ing  of God's w i l l  manifested in  Jesus  C h r i s t ,  t h a t  churches a r e  
under the moral and s p i r i t u a l  obl iga t ion  t o  c a l l  the  t o t a l  community 
t o  change t h e i r  ways and t o  comply w i t h  God's w i l l .  

The sad r e a l i t y  of human sin: The experience of conversion uncovers 
t h e  sad r e a l i t y  o f  human s in .  In 

the parable of  t h e  Prodigal Son (Luke 15) ,  t h e  ac tua l  moment of  con- 
version occurs when t h e  f a the r  embraces the  re turning son and he 
cannot f i n i s h  the  discourse he prepared. tle surrenders w i t h  t h e  
recognit ion,  "I am n o t  worthy t o  be c a l l e d  your son." After  Jesus '  
conversation with Zacchaeus, t h e  l a t t e r  confesses, " I f  I have defrauded 
anyone of  anything, I res to re  it fourfold" (Luke 19) .  The bredt ing  of 
the  Covenant in the  Old Testament was t h e  fundamental manifestat ion 
of the  human tragedy i n  t h e  perspective of the prophets. The s e l f -  
centredness of our l i f e ,  the  c los ing in  ourse lves ,  has destroyed our 
r e l a t ionsh ip  with God and the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with our neighbours. 

The language of t h e  New Testament, which desc r ibes  conversion 
a s  passing from death t o  l i f e ,  frcm darkness t o  
l i g h t ,  cannot be understood from outs ide  t h e  experience of conversion. 
In f a c t ,  many people who, s o c i a l l y ,  a r e  "decent" c i t i z e n s ,  a r e  t a l k i n g  
about t h i s  passing from death t o  l i f e .  I t  i s ,  in the  Chr is t ian  i n t e r -  
p re ta t ion  of the  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  ac t ion  and presence of the  Iloly S p i r i t  
working i n  each one of us e n a b l i n ~  the  recognit ion of our s i n  and then 
empowering the  acceptance of forgiveness and t h e  beginning of a new 
l i f e s t y l e .  In  the  ac tua l  encounter with God's grace,  the awareness of 
s i n  is awakened. It i s  a l s o  the Holy S p i r i t  who produces repentance, 
the  profound r e a l i z a t i o n  of the wrong done, commitment, and the search 
fo r  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  

The Holy S p i r i t  i n s p i r e s  Chr i s t i ans  t o  overcome t h e  p a s t ,  en ter -  
ing i n t o  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t s  of j u s t i c e  and reconci l ia t ion .  Sin is 
t h e  human presupposition of  the  conversion experience, recognized a 



posteriori  by those who experience conversion. Grace i s  God's pre- 
supposi t ion,  awakening t h e  sense of g u i l t ,  but simultaneously grant ing  
forgiveness and the  power t o  t r y  again. To announce the tioly S p i r i t  
a t  work is not  t o  introduce a magical dimension t o  our hunan s i t u a t i o n .  

The S p i r i t  a l s o  works through h i s t o r i c a l  agents-the love of a 
f r iend,  the face of a c h i l d ,  the  s o c i a l  turnover of t h e  whole commun- 
i t y ,  e t c .  Through chosen h i s t o r i c a l  methociology, t h e  S p i r i t  reaches 
every human l i f e  with t h i s  c a l l  t o  conversion, w i t h  t h i s  empowerment 
f o r  conversion. Conversion is the  word t h a t  ind ica tes  both the  
ser iousness  of t h e  concern and t h e  hope with which t h e  Chr is t ian  f a i t h  
looks a t  t h e  human nredicament. I f  something a s  r ad ica l  a s  conversion 
is needed, it is nothing l e s s  than t h e  d i r e c t  ac t ion  of the  Holy 
S p i r i t  t h a t  i s  presupposed. I t  ind ica tes  the seriousness of our human 
s i n ;  a t  the  same time, it po in t s  toward t h e  unlimited grace  of God who 
works time and time again t o  renew t h e  Covenant and the  r ea l t ionsh ip  
of love. 

A Dynamic Process: "Conversion as a dynamic Zind ongoing ptocess ' involves 
a turning frcm and a tu rn i ry to ,  I t  always demands 

reconc i l i a t ion ,  a new r e l a t i o n s h i p  both with God and with others .  I t  
involves leaving our o l d  secur i ty  behind (matt. 16:24) and pu t t ing  
ourselves a t  r i s k  in  a l i f e  of f a i t h . '  I t  is 'conversion from a l i f e  
charac ter ized  by s i n ,  separa t ion  from God, submission t o  e v i i  and the  
u n f u l f i l l e d  p o t e n t i a l  of God's image, t o a  new l i f e  charac ter ieed  by 
the  forgiveness of s i n s ,  obedience t o  the  commands of God, renewed 
fel lowship with God in  T r i n i t y ,  growth i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of the  d iv ine  
image and t h e  real izat ion. . .of  t h e  love of C h r i s t . . . " '  (i4ission and 
Evangelism - An Ecumenical Affirmation). 

"Nhile the  b a s i c  experience of conversion is the  some, the aware- 
ness of an encounter with God revealed in  C h r i s t ,  t h e  concrete occasion 
of t h i s  experience and t h e  ac tua l  shape of  t h e  same d i f f e r s  in  terms 
of our personal s i t u a t i o n .  The c a l l i n q  i s  t o  s p e c i f i c  changes, to 
renounce evidences of t h e  domination of s i n  in our l i v e s  and t o  accept  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  terms of God's love f o r  our neighbour. John t h e  
Bap t i s t  s a i d  very s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s  what they should do; 
Jesus did no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  ind ica te  t o  the young r u l e r  t h a t  h i s  wealth 
was t h e  obs tac le  t o  h i s  d i sc ip lesh ip"  (L.iission and Evangelism - An 
Ecumenical Affirmation).  

Conversion br ings  with it concrete demands f o r  change and ac t ion .  
In h i s  book of conversion, J i m  Wall is  descr ibes  b e a u t i f u l l y  what t h i s  
means e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the North American reader. tie could speak of the 
f r u i t s  of conversion - "By t h e i r  f r u i t s  you s h a l l  know them" -, b u t  
only  i f  the  f r u i t s  a r e  seen a s  i n t e g r a l  p a r t s  of t h e  p l a n t  and no t  
simply a s  consequences thereof .  In t h e  realm of the  S p i r i t ,  a p l a n t  
without f r u i t s  is a cont radic t ion  i n  i t s e l f !  The c o s t  of d isc ip leship-  
taking upon oneself  the  cross- is  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of the proclamation 
of t h e  gospel. Not t h a t  we announce a new law, bu t ,  yes,  t h a t  we 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  fel lowship offered  by Chr is t -h is  baptism-implies a 
s t rugg le  with him f o r  t h e  kingdom and i t s  j u s t i c e  in  the very concrete 
circumstances of d a i l y  l i f e .  

"Lord, what do you want me t o  do?": Conversion always implies t h e  quest ion 
of the  Apostle Paul, "Lord, what do - 

you want me t o  do?" And t h e  evange l i s t  should n o t  be h e s i t a n t  t o  indi-  
c a t e  what i n  h is /her  knowledge is  implied in a concrete manifestat ion of 



t he  l i v i n g  C h r i s t ,  c a l l i n g  us t o  join him i n  t h e  s t rugg les  of t h e  world 
and i n  the  s t rugg les  of h i s  kingdom. We need s p e c i a l  he lp  today to 
understand the  s t r u c t u r a l  r e a l i t i e s  which impinge upon our neighbours 
beyond our personal  p o s s i b i l i t i t e s  of he lp ing them. Love of my neigh- 
bour, assuming h i s /he r  s i t u a t i o n ,  which i s  b a s i c  t o  t h e  experience of 
conversion, should f ind  ways of expressing i t s e l f  no t  simply i n  a face- 
t ~ - f a c e  re l a t ionsh ip ,  b u t  a l s o  through t h e  intermediary s t r u c t u r e s  of 
rec iprocal  support  in  society.  

Nhat is fundamental is t o  give s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  content  to the 
notion of "turning around", "new b i r t h " ,  e t c . ,  by point ing  t o  the world 
which is eagerly wai t ing  f o r  the  "manifestat ions of the  chi ldren  of 
~od". A "conversion" which is  closed i n  upon i t s e l f  i n  the sense of 
personal ,  i n t e r n a l  b l i s s ,  i s  a den ia l  of r e a l  conversicntohirn who 
gave h i s  l i f e  f o r  the sa lva t ion  of the world. 

Personalizing Character: The fundamental value of the  experience of 
conversion is i ts  personalizing charac ter .  

!.hen t h e  Apostle Paul says t o  h i s  readers i n  the  f i r s t  chapter  of the  
Firs t  Le t t er  to the  Corinthians: "For consider your c a l l ,  brethren;  n o t  
many of you were wise according t o  worlmystandards,  no t  many were 
powerful, n o t  many were of noble b i r th . .  ." (I Cor. 1:26), he i s  point-  
ing  towards a wonderful r e a l i t y :  Those who a r e  nothing i n  the eyes of 
the  world a r e  c a l l e d  by God and empowered n o t  only t o  respond t o  him, 
bu t  a l s o  t o  work with him f o r  h i s  kingdom. 

"Each person is e n t i t l e d  t o  hear  the  Good IJews. 1,lany s o c i a l  forces  
today p ress  f o r  conformity and pass iv i ty .  Masses of poor people have 
been deprived of t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  decide about t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e  l i f e  
of t h e i r  socie ty .  While anonymity and marginal izat ion seem t o  reduce 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  personal decis ions  t o  a minimum, God a s  Father 
knows each one of h i s  ch i ld ren  and c a l l s  each of them t o  make a funda- 
mental personal a c t  of a l l eg iance  t o  him and h i s  kingdom i n  the  
fel lowship of h i s  people." 

A. relationshipd is  a l i v i n g  God, a c t i v e  i n  human 
h i s t o r y .  From the re ,  God c a l l s  and 

i n v i t e s  us t o  change the course of our l i f e  and, with him, t o  at tempt 
t o  change the  course of the  l i f e  of tne whole comunity.  Conversion 
makes every person a protagonis t  in  God's kingdom. The importance o f  
t h e  awareness of a personal r e l a t i o n s h i p  with God i n  Chr i s t  i s  v i s i b l e  
i n  c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n s  of the world today, where Chr i s t i ans  a r e  c a l l e d  
t o  give account of the hope t h a t  is in  them under t h e  pressure of 
horrendous human suffering.  There, when t h e  word "res is tance"  has a 
deeper wan ing ,  t h e  awareness of the  presence of t h e  r i s e n  C h r i s t ,  the 
awareness o f  belonging t o  God's kingdom, makes a l l  t h e  d i f ference .  
Even death, then,becomes the  path towards resurrec t ion .  

"The experience of conversion gives meaning t o  people i n  a l l  s t ages  
of l i f e ,  endurance t o  r e s i s t  oppression, and assilrance t h a t  even death 
has no f i n a l  power over human l i f e  because God i n  C h r i s t  has already 
taken our l i f e  with him, a l i f e  t h a t  i s  'hidden with C h r i s t  in  God' 
(Col. 3 : 3 ) "  (Mission and Evangelism - An Ecumenical Affirmation). 

Ref. In te rna t iona l  Review of 1.lission. Volume L X X I I  No.287, July,  1983. 



( I t  i s  o f ten d i f f i c u l t  t o  grasp the significance of  s t a t i s t i c s  
on a global scale. I n  t h i s  selection the world i s  imagined as a 
v i l lage of  1,000 inhabitants and re la t ive  members f a l l  i n t o  m a g e a b l e  
proportions. 

The figures given here indicate the approximate number of 
adherents of  the  great world religions,  the breakd& o f  population 
b y  continent, rmd a t e l l i n g  point i s  made regarding the numbers of 
the poor. 7 

Peut-Etre l e  f a i t  p a r a i t r a - t - i l  Btonnant, mais il e s t  presque 
impossible de prgciser  combien d ' 0 t r e s  humains s e  ra t t achen t  d t e l l e  
ou t e l l e  grande re l ig ion .  On ne s a i t  pas,  d des mi l l ions  prSs, 
combien d'hommes rgellement son t  musulmans ou bouddhistes, combien 
sont  sans r e l i g i o n ,  e tc .  Ceci s 'explique ?i l a  f o i s  par  l a  d i f f i c u l t 6  
de cerner en c h i f f r e s  l e s  croyances re l ig ieuses  d iverses  e t  par  
l ' imposs ib i l i tb  de savo i r  ce qui  st? passe rgellement dans l ' i m e n s e  
Chine, ou dans bien des pays du bloc sovibtique. Aussi, bien peu 
d 'experts  s e  hasardent- i l s  d clonner des c h i f f r e s ,  en consta tant  
combien ceux-ci peuvent S t r e  i l l u s o i r e s .  

Malgr6 t o u t ,  il f a u t  t e n t e r  d'approcher quelque peu l a  quest ion,  
en acceptant  d'avance une marge d ' e r r e u r  in6vi table .  Voici d'abord 
l e s  donn6es q u ' i l  e s t  poss ib le  de rassenbler  actuellement: nous 
parlerons en mi l l ions  d 'howes  (=m.) su r  une population du globe q u i  
tourne ac tuel lenent  autour de quatre mi l l i a rds  e t  deni. En terminant, 
nous regrouperons ces donnges r e l i g i e u s e s ,  en reduisant  l a  t e r r e  
e n t i e r e  a un p e t i t  v i l l a g e  de mi l l e  hahi tants .  

Descendance d '  Abraham: En conptant l e s  J u i f s  du nonde e n t i e r  (n6s d'une 
mere ju ive ) ,  on a r r i v e  ?i un t o t a l  de 15 m. 

environ, dont moins de 4 m. vivent  en t e r r e  d ' Israe1.  I1 e s t  plus 
d g l i c a t  de cerner l e s  croyants musulrnans: l e s  c h i f f r e s  peuvent v a r i e r  
e n t r e  GO0 e t  800 m.,  su r tou t  repandus en Rsie e t  en Afrique; on 
remarquera que 120 m. seulement sont  arabes e t  que l e s  a u t r e s  musulnans 
ne l e s  sont  pas. une large  majori t& e s t  sunnite,  mais 10 .XI20 sont  
c h i i t e s  (come en I r a n ) .  

Chrgtiens: Des donnbes plus prgcises peuvent e t r e  obtenues pour l e s  
cha l t i ens ,  en n 'oubl iant  pas qu'on dgsir~ne a i n s i  l e s  bap t i ses  

dans l ' u n e  ou l ' a u t r e  des grandes t r a d i t i o n s  chrbtiennes,  regroupant 
ent re .  1.200 e t  1.300 m. d'hommes e t  de femmes. I1 semble in tb ressan t  
de donner 2 ce p r o p s  quelques c h i f f r e s  par continent: 

Monde Europe Afrique mbr ique  Asie 

Catholiques 769 m. 270 m. 58 m. 370 m. 71 n. 
Pro tes tan t s  302 rn. 1 1 7  m. 47 m. 100 m. 38 m. 
Orthodoxes 172 m. 140 n. 25 m. 6  m. 1 m. 

Total  1.243 m. 527 m. 130 m. 476 m. 110 m. 



Dehors de l a  Descendance d'Abraham: Dans l e s  grandes t r a d i t i o n s  
r e l i g i e u s e s  en d e b r s  d e  l a  descendance 

d'Abraham, l e  pSre des  croyants ,  on peut  f a i r e  6 t a t  des  c h i f f r e s  su ivan t s ,  
q u i  son t  approximatifs: 

- en t re  480 e t  580 n. d 'h indouis tes ,  
dans l a  grande t r a d i t i o n  de 1'Incle; ce s e u l  pays regroupe 
p r e s  de 700 m. d ' h a b i t a n t s  . . . 

- e n t r e  250 e t  350 m. de bouddhistes, 
dans l a  l igne  s p i r i t u e l l e  du Bouddha (5me s i P c l e  av. J C ) ;  

- environ 350 m. d 'an imis tes ,  
paruii l e sque l s  on peut compter l e s  Confucianistes  (150 m.) 
e t  l e s  Shinto ' is tes  (50 m . ) ,  Confusius ayant  vgcu en Chine 
(vers  550/480 av. JC1 e t  l e  Shintd 6-t l a  r e l ig ion  nat ionale  
du Japon (anter ieure  3 l ' i n t roduc t ion  du bouddhisw).  

Bien entendu, l e s  c h i f f r e s  ic i  rassembles ne fon t  que donner une 
idde d'ensemble. Rappelons d ' a l l e u r s  ces es t imat ions  impressionnantes: 
il y  a  dans l e  monde environ 360.000 naissances par  jour ( s o i t  250 pa r  
minutel ) e t  140.000 d6ces par  jour ( s o i t  une centaine pa r  minute!) ; 
une simple sous t rac t ion  montre que l a  t e r r e  por te  chaque jour 220.000 
Etres  humains en plus. 

A LA DIMENSION D'WJ PETIT V I L L A G  

Les grands c h i f f r e s ,  bien souvent, ne nous d i s e n t  plus r i en ;  
mais si par  hypothese nous ramenons l e  globe t e r r e s t r e  3 l a  dimension 
d'un p e t i t  v i l l a g e  de 1.000 hab i t an t s ,  tour  s e  r e d u i t  bien s b r  
proportionnellement e t  l e s  c h i f f r e s  retrouvent  une t a i l l e  modeste 
qu'on apprehende plus aisement. Faisons donc un t o u t  rapide de no t re  
v i l l age - t e r re  . 

On y d is t ingue couramment cinq grands q u a r t i e r s  ( l e s  cinq 
c o n t i n e n t s ) ,  mais ce q u a r t i e r s  son t  l o i n  d ' avo i r  l a  m6me importance: 

- il y a  585 Asiat iques,  
- il y a  158 Europgens, 
- on compte 142 Americains (58 au Nord, e t  e4 en h 6 r i q u e  Latine,  - on compte 110 Afr ica ins ,  - en enf in  5  OcBaniens. 

Chrgtiens: Parmi l e s  "v i l l ageo i s"  cle c e t t e  t e r r e ,  on _ p u t  d i r e  que 
moins de 300 sont  chrgt iens ,  s o i t  environ 170 a cathol iques ,  

65 2  70 p r o t e s t a n t s ,  35 2  40 orthodoxes, e t  quelques aut res .  

H e r i t i e r s  d'Abraham: S i  l ' on  remonte aux h g r i t i e r s  dlAbraham, il f a u t  
y  a j o u t e r  3  ou 4 j u i f s ,  e t  encore e n t r e  150 e t  

170 musulmans ( 2  peu p r s s )  ; si l 'on  addi t ionne l e s  t r o i s  branches des 
J u i f s ,  de Chret iens e t  des Musulmans, on approche de 450 v i l l a g e o i s  s u r  
1.000. 



Grandes Tradi t ions  Religieuses: En comptant l e s  grandes t r a d i t i o n s  
r e l i g i e u s e s  en dehors de c e l l e s - c i ,  

on a jou te ra  e n t r e  110 e t  125 h indouis tes ,  e n t r e  60 e t  75 bouddhistes 
e t  autour de 75 animistes;  l e  t o t a l  des  hommes re l ig ieux  qu'on peut  
rescenser  s '6lSve donc autour de 700 v i l l ageo i s .  

Les Autres: cuant  aux 300 a u t r e s ,  on peut  seulement d i r e  q u ' i l s  s o n t  
sans r e l i g i o n  ou q u ' i l s  professent  une re l ig ion  qu'on 

ne peu t  dgterminer. Ce tour  d 'horizon,  s i  imprecis s o i t - i l ,  donne 
une c e r t a i n e  image concrete de no t re  vas te  t e r r e ,  oil nous sommes 
appel6s d Btre de p lus  en p lus  s o l i d a i r e s :  ne sommes-nous pas  tous 
du &me v i l l age?  

O r  nous savons au3ourd'hui que, s i  460 v i l l a g e o i s  on t  de ja  
connu vraiment l a  faim, 180 2 185 parmi eux son t  p r i sonn ie r s  de l a  
pauvrete e t  v ivent  dans un denuement complet (dont une centaine sont  
d6jS a l'ombre de l a  mrt ,  sous l e  s e u i l  de  l a  survie :  un sur  d i x l ) .  
Comme l e  d i t  solennellement l1$vang i l e ,  "ce que vous avez f a i t  h 
l ' un  de c e s  plus p e t i t s  qu i  sont  mes f r e r e s ,  c ' e s t  d moi que vous 
l ' avez  f a i t ! "  ( M t  25,40). Dans une perspective de ce genre, tous 
l e s  hommes re l ig ieux  ne s o n t - i l s  pas  appeles aujourd 'hui  2 u n i r  
vigoureusement l eu r s  e f f o r t s ?  E t  p lus  largement encore, tous l e s  
hommes de bonne volonte? BBtons-nous: tou tes  l e s  previs ions  a c t u e l l e s  
d i s e n t  que nous serons,  dans ce m B m  v i l l age - t e r re ,  e n t r e  1.350 e t  
1.400 au s e u i l  de l ' a n  2000... Combien y au ra - t - i l  a l o r s  d'hommes 
re l ig ieux?  

Ref. Compiled.from Lumen Vitae, 1983, No.3 and Euntes Vol. XVII.1984, 
xo.2. 

"I1 nos t ro  tempo ha bisogno c i i  r i s c o p r i r e  l a  forza  d i  Dio che 
p a r l a ,  coinvolge, provoca, chiama ed  a t t r a e  a l l a  comunione con Lui... 
Ogqi non bastano l e  teologie, i d i s c o r s i  s u  Dio,per quanto importanti  
siano. Occorrono es i s t enze  che g r id ino  il primato d i  Dio, uomini 
che t r a t t i n o  il Signore da Signore, che s i  dedichino a l l a  sua adora- 
zione, che affondino n e l  suo mistero,  per  test imoniare che Eg l i  S 
1'Assoluto". ( J o h n  Paul 11). 

- end - 
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