


News: Guatemala. The Representatives of the Guatemalan Justice and 
Peace Committee gave an account of the situation 

to-day at the two meetings sponsored by the USG-UISG Justice and Peace 
Office and Sedos. The meetings were marked by the immediacy of the 
eye-witness accounts of the massacres taking place to-day in that 
country and of the extraordinary courape of those who face torture and 
death for their willingness to live and preach the values of the 
Kinedom. 

Theology Data Bank, Rome. Proposal launched by Fr. Ralph E.c.Viltgen,SVD. 
It is a plan for a computerized data bank 

for the 300 theological libraries in Rome and Vatican City makine 
possible in seconds bibliopraphic searches by author, title and subject 
matter and indicatinp by code names the libraries in which the books 
could be found. The Pone manifested his interest in the plan during 
his recent visit to the Parish of Santa Marcella. The SVD 'eneralate, 
from where the idea was launched by Ralph IJilteen; is in this parish. 

Varyknoll Statement on Guatemala A joint position statement regarding 
Guatemala was released on December 9, 

1982 by the Maryknoll Sisters, Fathers, Brothers and Lay Missioners 
in support of the statements of the Guatemalan Bishops and Religious. 
"Since the March 23, 1982 coup (of Rios Month) as many as 2600 peasants 
have been murdered, two hundred thousand have fled to other countries, 
particularly Mexico, and an estimated million displaced persons are 
inside Guatemala, hungry: sick and terror-stricken" says the statement, 
which calls for the witholding of further military assistance. 

"Soeur Annuarite, Une Vie pour Dieu" Un film produit par les Editions 
Saint Paul Audiovisuelles de 

Kinshasa (B.P. 127 Kishasa - Limete), le premier long mitrage en 
couleur (66 minutes de yrojection) produit au Zaire avec les moyens de 
bord. I1 est un reportage interessant sur la vie religieuse Africaine. 
On voit vivre des relikieuses, femmes du peuple, proches des leurs et 
qui s'occupent de choses ordinaires 5 travers le don d'elles-mFme au 
Christ Jesus. 

Ghana: Available in Sedos Documentation two Statements on "The State - 
of the Nation", one by the Bishops Conference of Ghana, November 

11, 1982,the other by the Justice and Peace Commission of the Catholic 
Church in Ghana. 



OUR PPESENCE Pm)FIF FZ!LI?!S 
h PASTOPAL ETTEF! 

Bernardo G. Gremoli, 0.F.M.Cap. 

(La popukt ion chrztienne de Z'Ambie e s t  m e  pe t i t e  rninoritz. 
Dam Za 1 e're partie de sa Zettre pastotwze Mgr.GremoZi souzigne 
que tques s imi l i tudes  e t  que Zques d i f f z rences  fondamentates entre Zes 
retigions rnusutrmnes e t  chr~tiennes."L'Istam r e j e t t e  Zes principes 
fondamentauz de notre foi:  Za ~ r i n i t e ,  ta d i v i n i t e  hu Christ ,  Z 'Incar- 
natior e t  l a  Redemption, e t  par consgquent aussi  Ze ro te  de Z'EgZise 
avec sa structure hiemrchique e t  Zes sacrements i n s t i t u z s  pur Ze 
Christ". Cependant, de nos jours, i t  y a une comprzhension e t  un 
accord croissant entre nos deux fois .  

L1evZque c i t e  Za ~ & Z a m t i o n  de Vatican 11 sur Zes r e t i q i o m  non 
chrztiennes: toutes Zes rel igions  cherchent ci sa t i s f a i r e  l a  recherche 
continuette du coeur humin: i t  es? done recornan& d'examiner Zes 
tex tes  sacris de ces re l igions  puisqu'ettes refle ' tent  un myon de La 
v&te qui  iZZwnine tou t  home. IZ continue en Citaht entigrernent, 
(come Ze f a i t  aussi  Z 'evii?que des Phitipi? c s ) Ze passage de "Nostra 
Aetate" concernant Zes msuZrmns. Come son confre're des PhiZipines 
i Z  lance un appel au diatogue e t  c i t e  Saint Franpois dlAssise: "Evarq- 
get iser ,  prZcher Z'EvangiZe a' quetqu'un, ceZa suppose de se conduire 
envers autrc personne de fapon a' ce qu 'eZZe puisse d&ouvrir e t  s en t i r  en 
eZZe quelque chose qui e s t  sauve, qui e s t  plus grand e t  ptus noble 
quleZZe ne t e  pensait eZZe-meme. Cette personne parvient ci une natveZZe 
facon de se concevoir eZZe-mcme. Vous ne pouvez pas g parvenir autrement 
qu'en accordant a' c e t t e  personne votre ami t i i ,  m e  amit ic  qui  Zui fasse 
sen t i r  qu 'eZZe e s t  airnee par Dieu". N.d. Z.R. ). 

The Attitude of the Church to l!uslims 

We must not be surprised, therefore, that after what has been 
mentioned above, many people (certainly with many exaggerations) have 
considered Christianity and Islam as mutually exclusive religions, as 
light is to darkness or goodness to evil. We also cannot be surprised if 
in the past relations between Islam and Christianity, on both sides, were 
characterised by war, intolerance and atrocities. Today, thanks to the 
same God in whom both Christians and Muslims believe, things h.we changed. 

Even though Christianity and Islam are two great religions which 
inherently have a great drive for expansion and compete in the field of \ 

conversion of the world, there is today more understanding and agreement 
between these two faiths. The Church on her part has made great efforts 
to bring about such mutual understanding. In the declaration on 



non-Christian relioions Vatican Council I1 has brought a new emnhasis 
to modern theology, giving birth to new ideas and initiatives for 
mutual relationship and understandine. The Council declared that all 
relieions strive to satisfy the continuous searching of human hearts 
and that it is therefore to be recommended that we examine the Holy 
Books of these religions with respect. These Books often reflect a 
ray of that truth which enlightens all men. 

InMay 1964 Pope Paul VI instituted the Secretariat for Non- 
Christians, where there is a special section dealing with Islam. The 
main aim of this Secretariat is to promote a mutual understanding, 
between peoples of different religions keeping in mind an objective 
knowledge of different spiritualities and of different ways the human 
mind expresses its approach to God. In particular Vatican I1 d ~ p t e d  
an attitude of respect and reverence towards Islam. In the Constitution 
"Lumen Centium", speakin: about Cod's plan of Salvation, it says: "Rut 
the plah of Salvation also includes those who Acknowledge the Creator. 
in the first place amonp them are the 1:uslims: these profess to hold 
the faith of Abraham and together with us they adore the One Merciful 
God, mankind's judge on the last day". (L.C.16). In the above declar- 
ation Islam is considered the first amone non-biblical monotheistic 
religions. Secondly: it affirms that Christians and kslims adore 
the same Cod. 

The most important document and the one which throws lipht on 
the thoughts and the attitude of the Church towards Islam however is 
"Nostra Aetate" parap,raph 3 which we quote here in its entirety: 

"The Church has also a high regard for Muslims. They worship God. 
who is one, living, merciful and almiehty, the Creator of Heaven and 
earth, who has also spoken to men. They strive to submit themselves 
without reserve to the hidden decrees of God just as Abraham submitted 
himself to Cod's plan, to whose faith ?Tuslims eaxerly link their own. 
Although not acknowledgin~ him as God, they worship Jesus as Prophet, 
his Virp>in Mother they also honour, and even at times devoutly invoke. 
Further, they await the day of judgenent and the reward of God following 
the resurrection of the dead. For this reason they hiphly esteem an 
upri~ht life and worship God, especially by way of prayer, alms-deeds, 
and fastinp. Over the centuries many quarrels and dissensions have 
arisen between Christians and fluslims. The Sacred Council now pleads 
with all to forget the past, and urees that a sincere effort be made 
to achieve mutual understanding: for the benefit of all men, let them 
toeether preserve and promote peace, liberty, social Justice and moral 
values". 

In this document are sumnarized all the positive aspects of Islam 

and all these views which are common with ours and remind us of the 
values of the Islamic faith and worship. This document is not only 
doctrinal but also practical, because it is inviting us all to mutual 
understanding and collaboration. 



During the past thirteen centuries the history of relations 
between Christianity and Islam has been one of wars, of conquests, 
re-conquests and of bitter and injurious disputes. 

After the Vatican Council I1 there have been many meetings 
between Christians and Muslims everywhere. The most famous are those 
of Tripoli (1976) and of Cordoba (1974 & 1977). Durine these meetings 

many topics were discussed on the subject of doctrine of each faith 
and on the history of mutual relations. Ire must honestly admit, 
however, that not much progress has been made. There is still a long 

way to go on the road to mutual understanding. We are obliged to 
follow this way, which is the way of the Church, even if it is a long 
and a difficult one. The Church invites us, as believers in the same 
God and in the same imyortant values such as peace, freedom, social 
justice, etc... to co-operate in those specific areas. 

!'e have to march toeether, side by side, in this common action 
of servinp a humanity still tortured by violence, hatred and terrorism. 
Today Christians and Muslims are facinp the same problems and dangers: 
that of meterialism and atheism. 

The world is divided into believers and unbelievers and this is 
not the time to fight each other, but instead we should meet, as 
believers, in a common effort to combat unbelief and materialism. 
Inspite of some fundamental differences in matters of doctrine, as 
was already mentioned above (especially regarding the Nature of God 
and of Jesus as Eiessiah and Saviour) we have the basis for a comon 
doctrine to justify beinp called believers in the same One and 
Senevolent God. ble similarly have a basis for joint understanding 
and co-operation in achieving many human values. Corrnnitment to 
fulfilline the law, respect for human dignity, preservinp. peace and the 
fundamental rights of all people are examples of this. This is the 
way we must prove tlie credibility of our faith in God. 

Inspite of some differences in the interpretation of historical 
events which took place during the past centuries affecting both 
Christians and Yuslins, we must all try to forp.et and to forgive, to 
face the new reality for the sake of mutual respect and peace among us. 

Ile stronply believe that the true religion is that of Jesus Christ 
will remain for ever "the !!ay, the Truth and the Life". We admit, 
however, that Islam contains a quantity of truth which leads to God, 
and some of the rules of life and of creed which, if observed with 
fidelity and sincerity will lead to salvation. 

He recognise that our Muslim brethren have a profound respect for 

God, a deep sense of prayer, penance and almsgivine. Be believe that 
also amone Muslims there are persons rrho love God sincerely and serve 
Him with dedication. I'e expect from the >luslims the respect for our 
faith in Jesus Christ and our dogmas and traditions and therefore we 
also should respect their nrophet Mohammed and everything in which 



Islam believes. This attitude and the mutual respect is a far cry 
from the desire to reduce our respective faiths to a common denominator. 
It is rather a true co-existence, in the mutual acceptance of difference. 

Similarities and differences between Christians and Muslims should 
help both sides to be truly faithful to the demands of their respective 
faiths. 

Conclusion 

In our Diocese we Christians are a small minority who live in the 
birthblace of Islam and where it is now very well established. IJe have 
to recognise the fact that in some ateas we are accepted, in some 
tolerated and in yet others rejected. C!e are forced to admit with 
great regret that not all our brothers and sisters enjoy the liberty 
of assembly for prayer and participation in the Holy Eucharist. h'e 
also have to point out, with regret, that quite often the local press- 
perhaps provoked by some of our members behaviour - writes things which 
are offensive to our religion. 

Notwithstanding all these difficulties and these facts, which 
often perturb us and which are the cause of our deep sorrow, I wish to 
implore you, my Dear Brethren, not to reciprocate with resentment, 
hatred or revenge. Our attitude should be always and only that which 
Jesus, our Divine Elaster taught us - forgiveness and love. Let us 
remember that the fundamental basis of Christianity is love. Every 
human person, even the one who causes us pain, deserves our love and 
respect for his or her beliefs. We should always remember that as 
guests we ought to respect beliefs, traditions and customs of those 
who are our hosts. Of course, we expect the Muslims to do the same 
in our Christian countries where they are in the minority as we are 
here. 

My dear Bretheren, we must be a living community, which witnesses 
our love and faith in Christ. Ire must be deeply aware of the fact 
that also in this country we have a message of eternal life to reveal: 
the joyful news of God made Man, Jesus Christ. "And this is eternal 
life: to know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent". (Jn.17.3). Wearecalled to bear witness to LOVE made man. It 
is not enough to live this love among ourselves or to speak about it. 
We must be filled with it to overflowin$, till that love becomes obvious 
to every one around us. "Efy dear children - says St. John - our love 
is not just words or mere talk; but somethin?> real and active". 
(1Jn. 3:18). We can do this when we sincerely apply the Gospel of Jesus 
to our daily life - at hone and at work. 

EZy Dear Brethren, let us remember that our presence here requires 
always a firm witnessing to Jesus and His teaching. This is our mess- 
age and our responsibility everywhere but especially in this Diocese. 

I would like to end this pastoral letter with the words of 



St. Francis of Assisi, who approached Islam with great spirit of love 
and understanding: "Evanpelizinp., preachinp the Gospel to someone, it 
means behaving towards this man in such a way that he may feel and 
discover in himself somethinp that is saved, something Sreater, more 
noble than he thought, till he comes to a new way of thinking about 
himself. You cannot do this any other way than by givinp him your 
friendship, a friendship vrhich vill make him sense that he is loved by 
Cod in Jesus Christ". 

May the Lord bless you all, your work, your families, your noble 
ideals, and give you the grace to he always a genuine witness to His 
Gospel. I bless you will all my heart. 

Ref. Encounter. (Documents for Fcuslim - Christian Understanding) 
No.91 January-February, 1983. 

- end - 

MANILA CONFERENCE OF CRRISTIAFl OKGAFTISATIONS ' 
James 1'. F'eizic 

(The f u t l  report of  t h i s  con,ference has been pubtished i n  the 
f i r s t  i ssue o f  a new b u t t e t i n  en t i t t ed  Inter  - Retigio What foltows 

i s  the l a s t  third o f t h a t  report which may be had on request from East 
Asian Pastoral Review, Box 2815, Manitn. I t  i s  an account o f  the ,flow 
o f  ideas as  they emerged around the free discussion o f  common working 
probterns faced i n  the concrete orqanisation o f  in terre t ip ious  diatoguel 

Le t ex t e  de c e t t e  con f~rence  a ete publie en en t ier  dans l e  t e r  
numero d'un nouveau b u l l e t i n  i n t i t u l e  "Inter-Ret ipio ' .  Les tiones qui 
suivent representent Ze dernier t i e r s  de ce t ex t e ,  lea&ement abrepi 
toute.fois. On peut demander ce  document, s i  on l e  desire,  ci Za revue de 
pastomle de t lPs i e  de t l E s t ,  Fox ... IJaniZte. I2 rapporte l e s  nobreuses 
i d i e s  qui ont surgi au. cours d'une discussion c i  Zlzton rompu sur les  
proble'rnes comnuns a' tozcs ceuz qui s'occupent de t 'orpanisation concrete 
du diatooue entre t e s  re l iaions .  

I .  In terrel igious  diaZo.me i n  Asia seems to be carried on 
Zargel!~ y non-Asians. Not onZz/ the retmrts of the previous 
da)j but the very eomos i t ion  of  the oroup confirms t h i s .  
I s  diatogue i t s e l f  ax Asian concept? Minht it not be that  
the western preference for  a "choc des idies"needs t o  be 
rerlaced i n  Asia b21 ar, orientation t o  a"conci2iatory at t i tude"? 



2. Dialoque, a t  l eas t  i n  our area o f  Asia, seems everyuhere to 
be the  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  Christians. Does t h i s  mean tha t  no need 
i s  f e l t  outside o f  the  Christ ian communitu? Or perhaps the 
need i s  present but not articulated? Could it be that the  
Christian c a l l  for dialog-ue i s  l e s s  subtle but no less  
aggressive imposition than the straightforward preachina o f  
Christ ianity as  the  sole waz~ to  sulvation? 

From a  Chr i s t i an  perspect ive ,  i t  was a ~ r e e d ,  dialopue i s  indeed 
a  p r i o r i t y  and one t h a t  belonos t o  the  very na ture  of our b e l i e f ,  
however lonp i t  has been ipnored. One member mentioned t h a t  i n  pro- 
f e s s i n p  f a i t h  i n  the  Divine a s  personal  we cormit ourselves t o  an 
in terpersonal  approach t o  r e l i p i o n ,  whereas the impersonal Absolute 
common t o  rany Asian r e l i t i o n s  does not  so r e a d i l y  make such a  demand. 
Others pointed out  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  t o  dialopue a r i s e s  from sources out- 

s i d e  of the  sphere of r e l i e i o n ,  fo rces  t h a t  a r e  c r e a t i n g  a  plobal 

community and sweepihg r e l i g i o n s  alonp i n  the process wi l ly -n i l ly .  

@he pos i t ive  aspect  of the  Chr i s t i an  i n i t i a t i v e  can be seen i n  
Japan. For while i t  i s  t r  e  t h a t  .lavan i s  a  world leader  i n  i n t e r r e l -  Y 
ig ious  dialopue i n  the  I.'CR and elser.rherer without a  C h r i s t i a n  presence 
the r e l i p i o n s  of Japan seem t o  lack t h e  motive t o  t a l k  with one another .  
Durinp, the t r i p  t o  Europe with t h e  Ruddhist monks, many of the monks 
admitted t h a t  i t  was the  f i r s t  time they ve re  t a l k i n r t o  members of 
o ther  s e c t s .  The growth of the  !rorld Federat ion of nuddhism i s  not t o  
be i tno red ,  but t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e s  represent  only a  small p a r t  of the  
wider p i c t u r e .  

One complicating f a c t o r  i n  assessinp, the r o l e  of Chr i s t i ans  i s  
t h a t  i n  lands where they a r e  i n  the  minor i ty ,  Chr i s t i ans  tend t o  belonr 

t o  the  middle c l a s s e s  which p,ives them a  n a t u r a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  and b e t t e r  

base of opera t ions  f o r  dialogue.  Even i f  the s p i r i t  of Vatican I1 
and The i!orld Council of Churches (GW) commitment t o  dia1op;ue has 
only been weaklyapproprintedhy C h r i s t i a n  l eade r s ,  they a r e  i n  a  
privilep,ed pos i t ion  t o  assume the  leadershin.  Another i s  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  
th inkers  i n  Asia who m i ~ h t  be looked t o  f o r  leadership  have by and 
l a rge  been educated i n  the  !'est and c a r r y  hack with them a  g rea t  number 
of i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  models and o r t a n i z a t i o n a l  ideas  fore ign  t o  the  P.sian 
r e a l i t y .  The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  proprams they he lp  t o  s t a f f  and e s t a b l i s h  
do not  break f r e e  of the  dependencies t h a t  have p1ap;ued Chr i s t i an  
educat ion i n  Asia these  many cen tu r i e s .  

I n  t h i s  same repard mention was made of the f a c t  t h a t  the  d r i v e  
t o  "dialogue" i s  i n  f a c t  a u i t e  a  modern phenomenon, and n a t u r a l l y  
a t t r a c t s  t o  i t s e l f  a l l  the  h ia ses  t h a t  hold ve rba l ,  systematic ex- 

change a s  of p rea te r  va lue  than a c t u a l  l ived experience. The f a c t  t h a t  
FJesterners in t e res t ed  i n  dialopue br inp  an agenda t h a t  i s  backed up 
hy a  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and a  s t ronc  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  commitment cannot 
but  havean u~ t imida t inp  e f f e c t  a l l  i t s  o m .  But t h e  f a c t  remains: l i k e  



psychological t e s t s  c rea ted  i n  Europe and applied t o  Asia,  i n t e r r e l -  
ig ious  dialocue has not  been imported t o  Asia a s  a  value-free exe rc i se  

i n  human communication. The s p i r i t  of to lerance  and in t e rpene t ra t ion  
and c o n c i l i a t i o n  t h a t  comes most n a t u r a l  t o  the  Asian may offend the  
l iestern s p i r i t  of r i ~ h t e o u s n e s s ,  but it i s  the  only base on which t o  
found a  t r u l y  Asian d i a l o p e .  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  many examples t h a t  were of fered  i n  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  
the  poin t  keot comine back t h a t ,  when a l l  i s  s a id  and done, dialogue 
remains a  bas i c  Chr i s t i an  commitment. I f  the Vatican Council has en- 
couraged us t o  l i v e  i n  the  context  of what i s  t r u t h f u l  and va luable ,  
wherever i t  may he, our f a i l u r e s  a t  dialopue should not  compromise 
t h i s  demand but r a t h e r  remind us of the  c u l t u r a l  overweight t h a t  keeps 
us  from reaching the i d e a l  of t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  dialoeue.  

Several members spoke of the need t o  recognize t h a t  the  roo t  
causes fo r  cu r ren t  i n t e r e s t  i n  d i a l o ~ , u e  a r e  not  t o  be found i n  our 

inhe r i t ed  theolopica l  a m r a t u s  but i n  phenomena taking place i n  the  
secu la r i za t ion  of c u l t u r e .  Driven i n t o  s imi la r  predicaments of los ing  
t h e i r  once dominant c u l t u r a l  pos i t ions  and havinp, t o  survive i n  a  
p l u r a l i s t i c  a o r l d ,  many r e l i g i o n s  have n a t u r a l l y  taken t o  t a lk ing  with 
one another .  Prhile t h i s  i s  not everywhere the  case  ( t h e  Muslim-domin- 
a ted  coun t r i e s  can be considered an except ion) ,  i t  i s  something t h a t  
t ranscends d i f f e r e n c e s  of East  and Llest, North and South. This i s  said 
not  t o  c a s t  skepticism over motlvat ions f o r  dialopue,  but t o  avoid the  
dangers of confusing causes with e f f e c t s .  

9vo more ques t ions  were introduced: 

3. Even with Christ ian domination o f  the dialogue, it i s  only 
a s m t t  minority i n  the Christian c o m n i t l l  that  f ee t  the 
need for dialogue a t  a t t .  Ps had been stated severat times, 
the Asian Bishops themsetves do not as a group show a fimi 
commitment t o  i t s  importance, and a t  the nmss-roots t eve t  
there seems t o  be t i t t t e  c n t t  cominq from the Churches for 
them to  think otherwise. How deep i s  the need for dialogue 
f e t t  h t h i n  Christ ianity? 

4 .  I s  the ac t i v i t~d  i n  diaioaue coing on a t  present mereiy a 
passina fashion t o  which we mioht expect a bZacktash and then 
i t s  disappearance for something e tse? 

Pickinp up the  top ic  of r e l i c i o u s  p lura l i sm once a ~ a i n ,  one of 
the  group of fered  the  soberinp impression t h a t  l i a l o g u e  and ecumenism, 
i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  facade,  can e a s i l y  become wal ls  t o  p ro tec t  
r e l i z i o u s  t r u t h  from the  h o s t i l i t i e s  of a  s e c u l c r ,  s c i e n t i f i c  soc ie ty  
r a t h e r  than come t o  ?,rips wi th  i t .  I n  a  way, the  i n t e l l e c t u a l  dcbote t h a t  
goes on among academics of va r ious  r e l i p i o n s  i s  the s a f e s t  place t o  
s tand,  but it i s  a  s tandpoint  reserved f o r  a  very few. The point  of 



allowing dialoeue t o  f i l t e r  down from i t s  a i r y  he ights  t o  the  l ived  
r e a l i t y  of r e l i g i o u s  men and women i s  not  merely i n  order  t h a t  the  
r i c h e s  be shared with a l l ,  but a l s o  i n  order  t h a t  i t  become a f u l l y  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y .  

The example was hrought U P  of l i b e r a t i o n  theology, which has 

o f t e n  been accused of merely importi~lp, ideas from Europe a f t e r  they 

had out l ived  t h e i r  time i n  t h e i r  place of b i r t h  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  
these  ideas  were put t o  work i n  p rax i s  i n  the  th i rd  World, and i t  
was t h i s  p rax i s  t h a t  pave them t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  cha rac te r .  Some- 
th inp  l i k e  t h i s  might as well  happen wi th  notions of dialogue imported 
from a Western e l i t e  and save i t  from becoming e i t h e r  a  t a c t i c  of 
surviva l  or  a  f o r e i ~ n  imposition. 

A t  h i s  po in t  the  Froup welcomes Archbishop Mariano Gaviola, 

Secre tary  General of the  FAFC. He said i t  was f i r s t  necessary f o r  
the  Bishops themselves t o  becoae a.ware of the  promise of i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  

dialogue i n  order  t h a t  they might promote i t  out of convic t ion  a t  a l l  
l e v e l s  of Chi~rch l i f e .  He went on t o  note t h a t  che seeds of the  

IJord have been sca t t e red  throughout the  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  of the  world 
and t h a t  only honest dialogue E ia th fu l  t o  be l i e f  i n  tha t  Word can 

he lp  t o  recover them. This m y  begln with comnon concerns of s o c i a l  
j u s t i c e  and human developmen:, but f r c a  the re  i t  must p.0 h ighe r ,  and 
deeper,  i n t o  fac inp  common po in t s  and d i f f e rences .  

This becomes more necessary i n  Ps ia  because before  the advent of 
Mao Tse-Tune Asia was ca lcula ted  t o  have been 9 per cent  Chr is t ian .  
while now the  f i g u r e  i s  c lose r  t o  3 percent .  G'e need t o  f ind  new ways 

t o  recover the  ground we have l o s t ,  Archbishop Gaviola urged. "!de 
do not ques t ion  or  condemn :hose ;rho have Rrown a t  our expense, but 
should emulate them and take them a s  en ~xzmple  of r e a l  missionary work 

towards our common God and Father." 

One of the  Assembly was quick t o  2ick up the  problem and i t s  
relevance t o  our d i scuss ions ,  rotino, t h a t  the  f a i l u r e  of the  Churches 
t o  supvort d ia logue ,  a t  l e a s t  t he  s o r t  of d i a l o w e  we were t a lk inp  
about,  might be traced back t o  a  d i f f e rence  i n  motivat ion.  namely, 
t h e i r  goal of continued expansion f o r  th?  Churches. The I T "  and the  
S e c r e t a r i a t  fo r  Non-Christians a r e  b o t h o n v i n c e d  of the enormous 
importance of d i a l o ~ u e  from a c lobal  perspect ive .  B u t  the  CCA and 
l o c a l  Bishops' Conferences have only bepun t o  tpke p o s i t i v e  ac t ion .  

A s  lonr: a s  the  ~ o a l  i s  t o  "gird ourselves" f o r  the  c l a s h  with 

o the r  no l e s s  a ~ g r e s s i v e l y  or iented  missionary r e l i p i o n s ,  there  can 

be no dialogue i n t h e  f u l l  sense of the  word. Whether i t  i s  h i s t o r y  
t h a t  i s  pushing us together ,  end b-hatever rrord o r  s e t  of t h e o r e t i c a l  

explanat ions one may use t o  spe2F of d i a l o ~ u e ,  looking a t  ourse lves  
throuzh the  eyes of o ther  r e l i g i o n  can only he an enrichment i n  the  
long run. Rut t h i s  r equr i e s  of us  t h a t  we l ay  down our arms from the  



b a t t l e  o r  s i z e  and numbers t h a t  h a s  i n s p i r e d  most m i s s i o n a r y  work 
i n  Asia .  

Two f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  were then  posed f o r  d i s c u s s i o n :  

5 .  Given the wide v a r i e t ~  o f  s i tuat ions  i n  Asia, i s  the need ,for 
dialogtie perhaps f e l t  more i n  sorne countries than i n  others? 
Perhaps the  single greatest factor here seems t o  be the 
presence or absence o f  rfusZims, v i t h  uhom dialogue i s  the most 
d i f f i cu l t .  

6 .  DiaZogue, i n  sp i t e  o f  i t s  high ideaZs, i s  bg no means exempt 
from e q l o i t a t i o n  or mar.ipuZation by s ta te  or re l igious  Leaders 
for t he i r  own prestige or poZiticaZ aims. Miaht not the m y  
we choose our partners for diaLopus aZso be a f feo ted  here? De 
facto it has been the most insti tutionaLZU, economically, and 
theor~eticntZy established reZigious tradi t ions  that  have 
at tracted the a t ten t ion  o f  the Christian Churches. 

The f a c t  t h a t  a r i s e s  most immediataly o u t  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ex- 
chanced t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y ,  i t  v7as n o t e d ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  c h o i c e  of p a r t n e r s  
i s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  by t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  s e t  un f o r  d i a l o g u e  
Where t h e  emphasis i s  on r e s e a r c h ,  r e l i o i o n s  wi thou t  a  c o n s c i o u s l y  

developed thought  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  of i n t e r e s t  o n l y  a s  o b j e c t s  of s t u d y .  

O r  a g a i n ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  a s  d i f f i c u l t  a s  t h a t  f aced  w i t h  ~ ~ u s l i m s 9  
. . 

one r u n s  t h e  r i s k  of g a t h e r i n g  abou t  onese l f  " s e l e c t  d i a l o g u e  f r i z n d s "  
who have enough s i m i l a r  t r a i n i n s  and e d u c a t i o n  t o  make d i s c u s s i o n  
f r u i t f u l ,  whi le  t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  would be t o  c u t  onese l f  o f f  from 
t h e  r e a l i t y  of Is lam.  I f  we l e a v e  o u r s e l v e s  f r e e  t o  choose,  we invar -  
i a b l y  choose our f r i e n d s .  The q u e s t i o n  t h e n  becomes whether i n  such 
dialogue-and t h i s  ex tends  heyond t h e  l luslim quest ion-one h a s  r e a l l y  
come i n  touch wi th  a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o n  o r  o n l y  confirmed o n e ' s  own ex- 
p e c t a t i o n s .  Those who j o i n  hands f o r  common s o c i a l  aims a r e  o f t e n ,  
i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  c l o s e r  t o  r e a l  d i a l o p e  even i f  d i f f e r e n c e s  of f a i t h  
a r e  al lowed t o  r e s t  between t h e  h r a c k e t s  of t o l e r a n c e .  

One of t h e  group sup;p,ested t h a t  t h e  way around t h i s  dilemma i s  
n o t  t o  widen o u r  b a s e  t o  i n c l u d e  d i a l o z u e  a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  w i t h  f o l k  
r e l i g i o n s  and popula r  r e l i p i o s i t y  b u t  t o  deepen ehe c o n t a c t s  we a l r e a d y  
have i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  such encounte r s  a t  a  l a t e r  t ime. 

It was a l s o  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  enpaeed i n  d i a l o g u e  f e e l  
t h e  need t o  p r e s e n t  a  u n i f i e d  f r o n t  t o  t h o s e  of o t h e r  r e l i o i o n s  who 
would o n l y  be confused by t h e  seemingly minor d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  have 

s e p a r a t e d  u s .  S i m i l a r l y  too  much emphasis on r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
r i t h i n  Buddhism, I s lnm o r  Binduism and s o  f o r t h ,  from one c o u n t r y  t o  
a n o t h e r ,  o r  from one s e c t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  may r e s u l t  i n  a c  unnecessa ry  
s c a t t e r i n g  of a t t e n t i o n  a t  t o o  e a r l y  a s t a g e ,  and p r e v e n t  any th ing  of 

e e n e r a l  s i r n i f i c a n c e  from t a k i n g  p l a c e .  



S e v a r a l  examples were o f f e r e d  of t h e  ways i n  which p o l i t i c a l  
m a n i p u l a t i o n  of i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  meet ings  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  one 
n o t i c i n g  what i s  e o i n g  on, t h u s  i m p e r i l l i n g  f u t u r e  e f f o r t s  a t  d i a l o g u e .  
The main problem h e r e  was coming up w i t h  c r i t e r i a .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of 
f i n a n c i n g ,  f o r  example, i t  was noted t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been a  r a t h e r  l a x  
a t t i t u d e  t aken  towards t h e  h e l n  and p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  major r e l i g i o n s ,  
Whereas when o newer, t h e o r e t i c a l l y  weak, and perhaps  c u l t i s h  r e l i g i o u s  
movement i n v i t e s  our  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  something w i t h i n  u s  r e c o i l s  and 
c a l l s  t h e i r  money "bad". IJhi le  i t  would be n a i v e  t o  suppose t h a t  
f i n a n c i a l  h e l n  i s  v a l u e - f r e e  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand t h o s e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  funds  and p r o v i d i n p  a s s i s t a n c e  a r e  

o f t e n  possessed of i n f o r m a t i o n  and s t a n d p o i n t s  worth  c a r e f u l  a t t e n -  
t i o n .  

F i n a l l y  t h e  c h a i r  tu rned  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  " i n s t i t u t e s "  f o r  d i a l o g u e :  

7 .  How important are teachinq and research i n s t i t u t e s  for the 
overall  aims of  in terrel igious  encounter? What should t he i r  
role be? 

To beg in  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  1,ins observed t h a t  t h e  g r o w  was 
composed of i n d i v i d u a l s  connected w i t h  v a r i o u s  forms of o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
whereas a c t u a l  academic i n s t i t u t e s  i n v o l v i n g  t b e  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  of 

t h o s e  from d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  a r e  fe~. .  C l e a r l y  t h e  p l u r a l i t y  of models 
has  t o  be counted a s  something p o s i t i v e ,  h u t  s i n c e  s e v e r a l  of t h e  
o r q a n i z a t i o n s  seemed c l e a r l y  t o  h e  a t  a  p o i n t  of making c h o i c e s  f o r  
a  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n ,  i t  would seem impor tan t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p o s s i h i l i -  
t i e s  open. 

The example of t h e  Dansalan Research Cente r  i n  Windanao, was 
b roueh t  up a s  a  model f o r  a  t r u l y  i n t e r r e l i g i o u s l y  s t r u c t u r e d  
i n s t i t u t e ,  where n o t  o n l y  t h e  work but  t h e  a c t u a l  a d w i n i s t r a t i o n  was 
a  shared v e n t u r e .  Movements i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  were s a i d  t o  h e  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  i n  Korea. One member of t h e  Eroun r a i s e d  d o u b t s  about  t h i s  
form of co-sponsorship ,  f a v o u r i n p  c o o p e r a t i o n  among o r ~ a n i z a t i o n s  
sponsored s e p a r a t e l y  by t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o n s  u r  Churches.  

Re turn ing  L O  a n  e a r l i e r  t o n i c ,  t h e  view was expressed t h a t  i f  
one does  no t  r e n r e s e n t  one t r a d i t i o n  a s  a n  i n s t i t u t e  o r  o r p a n i z a t i o n ,  
d i a l o ~ u e  cannot  h e  exnected t o  t o  anywhere. 

The o p p o s i t e  o n i n i o n  v a s  then  expressed  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  of b e l i e f  and p o l i c y  a r e  n o t  un impor tan t ,  t h e  s t anCpoin t  
irom which they  a r e  made i s  no t  t h a t  of 6 i a l o p u e  h u t  of c o n f e s s i o n  of 
one t r a d i t i o n .  

Th is  does  n o t  mean however, a s  someone e l s e  was q u i c k  t o  n o i n t  
up,  t h a t  one does  n o t  welcome t h e  suDnort of one ' s  Church. "Sometimes 
I f e e l  l i k e  a  m o t h e r l e s s  c h i l d , "  h e  went on,  "a  lonc ,  long way from 
home." 



The FABC's p l a n  t o  t r a i n  "animators  f o r  d ia logue ' '  was ques t ioned  a t  

t h i s  p o i n t  a s  some- 

t h i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  p r e c i s e l y  because i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  mel t  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  
of d i a l o g u e  i n t o  Church p o l i c y .  One l e a r n s  d i a l o g u e  it  was s a i d ,  by 

doing i t ,  no t  by be iog  t r a i n e d  t o  do i t .  

I t  t a k e s  y e a r s  t o  hecone even m i l d l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  f e e l i n g s  
of those  from o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  r e a l  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  

c a n  produce r e s u l t s .  Mere a g a i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was r a i s e d :  What i f  we 
t r a i n  o u r s e l v e s  l e g i o n s  u i  young l e a d e r s  f o r  d i a l o g u e  w h i l e  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  

we hope t o  d i a l o g u e  wi th  do no t  undergo s i n i l a r  t r a i n g ?  Does t h i s  

n o t  conf i rm t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  of a  new a g g r e s s i v i t y  i n  t h e  Churches? 
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  FABC aim t o  s e n s i t i z e  people  i n  t h e  Asian Churches 
c a n  be seen  a s  something impera t ive  t o  t h e  d i a l o g u e  inasmuch a s  i t  
s e r v e s  t o  c o u n t e r  c u r r e n t  a t t i t ~ ~ d e s ,  t o  h e l p  Church l e a d e r s  u n l e a r n  

models of be ing  miss ionary  t h a t  produce i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  f r i c t i o n .  

Tkr? Bishops of I n d o n e s i a ,  i t  was n o t e d ,  f avour  "exposure" o r  
l l t r a in ing"  a t  s p e c i r i c a l l y  ( ' h r i s t i a n  c e n t e r s .  Other examples of t h i s  

were g i v e n ,  such a s  the  ':iize b r o t h e r s  i n  Bangladesh who beg in  by 
l i v i n g  among t h e  Pluslinls h e f o r e  they  l e a v e  f o r  more i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n -  

i n g .  Perhaps t h e  most important  t h i n g  h e r e ,  one of t h e  group summar- 
i z e d ,  was t h a t  any o r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  d i a l o g u e  h a s  t o  be wary of reducing 

the. r e l i g i o n  of o n e ' s  p a r t n e r  t o  something t h a t  r a n  he  ? t . u d i ~ d  a t  
seconhand w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  i t s v i t a l i t v  t h r o u g h - f i r s t h a n d  

d i s c i p l e s h i p .  
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FIRST FRANCISCAN CONFERENCE ON ISLAM 

Assisi ,  5-12 Oct .  1982 

. . - :Nous presenton.: :cr. un? 11er.sioiz c b r c p e  de I n  i ' e i t r ~  de l a  - - 
Conf&~encr F:.~nnciscui*ii:. ' A s s i s e ,  zdressee (I ro1i.q l e s  membres 
lies fami7LZe3 F ~ ~ ~ : c - i s c c : i l ~ e s ,  C a m  7 ' i-s!iri. ',~ i!e 20r.ner un nowl;~?? 
esso1.F ?.etir pra&c/rcc p r r m i  ?t-s ,rrusul.rnci.s t.2:: Zzur iiwihlcs - - 
e f f o r t s  a' ? . e w  scrvz'ce. EZle .se ~"efc? ,~  < I'ezemplc e t  ii 1';nr:- . . r i ra t icn  de snz:nr ?mncoz'.s, r*crdcrni l ~ ) ~ c t ! : e  1111 Sultan (io Pmriiet t~ 
en 1229 .  !tl.d. L.R. ) .  

Dear B r o t h e r s  and S i s t e r s ,  

Peace and a l l  G o d :  

F r a n c i s  t o l d  u s  i n  Chapter  16 of  t h e  Rule of 1221: " t h e  friar:: who 
r e  i n s p i r e d  by God t o  work a s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  among t h e  Saracens  and o t h e r  

u n b e l i e v e r s  must g e t  pe rmiss ion  t o  go from t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  who i s  t h e i r  
! :ervant .  The m i n i s t e r ,  f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  should p,j.vc them p e r m i s s i o n  and 
r a i s e  no o b j e c t i o n ,  i f  h~  s e e s  they a r e  s i l i t a b i e :  he w i l l  he he ld  t o  
nccount f o r  i t  b e f o r e  Cod, i f  h e  i s  g u i l t y  of imprudence i n  t h i s  o r  any 
o t h e r  m a t t e r .  

The b r o t h e r s  who go can  conduct  t h e m s e l l ~ e s  among them n n i r i c u a l l y  i n  
!wo ways. One way i s  t o  avoid  x:arre:s o r  d i s p u t e s  and he s u b j e c t  t o  every  
I!r~man c r e a t u r e  f o r  CC(! 'Y  sake ,  s o  b e a r i n g  wipness  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e y  a r e  
1 : h r i s t i a n s .  Another way i s  t o  procla in!  t h e  word of God open ly ,  when t h e y  
s e e  t h a t  i s  God's w i l l . "  ' 

" I n s p i r e d  by God". S e n s i t i v e  t a  t h e  Word of God, F r a n c i s  s e e s  t h e  e v e n t s  - 
1 8 f  h i s  l i f e  and of  h i s  brotherhood i n  t!!c ligiyt of f a i t h .  "When God gave 
rie some b r o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  w a s  no one t o  t e l i  !nt' what 1 s1ii;uld do ,  bu t  t h e  

! b s t  S igh . .  ." "If anyone i:; i i i sp i red  by God CC-8 l i v e  o a r  I i f e  and comes t n  

our  b r o t h e r s ,  they shouid  welcome : i im."  r ,  . . .  the  [ r i a r s  uho a r e  i n s p i r e d  
i)y God t o  work ~ m o n g  t h e  Saracens  and o t h e r  u n b e 1 i e v c . r ~ " .  Todhv, a s  i n  t h e  
r:ays of F r a n c i s ,  i t  i s  Cod who c a l l s  l a b o u r e r s  ir!c llis v i n e y a r d .  

... I n  Lheir  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  c a l l ,  f r i a r s  a r e  i n s p i r e d  by F r a n c i s '  
ilwareness of God's p r e s e n c e  i n  a l !  h i s  c rc : i tu res  a s  w e l l  i n  a l l  e v e n t s  

8.f h i s t o r y .  T h i s  w i l l  l ead  them t c  a j i rez t  r e s p e c t  :or a l l  peop les  and 
~ . u l t r ~ r e s  3 s  g i f t  of Cod,  reccrgnizin@ theni a s  h i s  b r o t h e r s .  and s i s t e r s ,  and 

o  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  of C o d ' s  wondr~ri:~l  dttedt: m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e n , .  



"Living among them" The same r e s p e c t  f o r  pe rsons  and c u l t u r e s  made 
F r a n c i s  ill a t  e a s e  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  

Four th  L a t e r a n  Counci l .  The Council  had announced a  Crusade a g a i n s t  
t h e  Muslims c .  t h c  S u m a  c o n t r a  G e n t i l e s ,  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  same cen- 
t u r y ] .  F r a n c i s  could  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  i n  t h i s  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t h e  
S p i r i t  of J e s u s .  

He had come among us  a s  a mer;senger of peace,  and r e v e a l e d  t o  
F r a n c i s  t h e  g r e e t i n g :  " the  Lord g i v e  you peace." F r a n c i s  wished the re -  
f o r e  n o t  t o  go o u t  t o  t h e  Muslims o r ,  what i s  worsc,  a g a i n s t  them. 
R a t h e r ,  i n  t h e  S p i r i t  of  J e s u s ,  he wanted t o  go among them and b r i n g  -- 
them peace,  a s  he admonished a l l  h i s  b r o t h e r s  t o  do wherever they went 
i n  t h e  world.  I n  t h i s  p e a c e f u l  s p i r i t ,  going among t h e  Muslims, and 

l e a v i n g  behind t h e  Crusades and t h e i r  arms, F r a n c i s  was r e c e i v e d  by 
t h e  S l t a n  wi th  t h e  same wish: "Assalam aleikum". 

Impressed by h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  F r a n c i s  w r i t e s  i n  t h e  Rule  
of 1221 t h a t  t h e  f r i a r s  who wish K O  l i v e  among t h e  Muslims, must avoid 
q u a r r e l s  o r  d i s p u t e s ,  a p o l o g e t i c s ,  any s p i r i t  of c o n t r o v e r s y ,  wanting 

t o  win a n  drgument, o r  power-seeking. Dn t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a s  F r a n c i s  
admonished h i s  b r o t h e r s ,  n o t  on h i s  own a u t h o r i t y  b u t  " i n  t h e  Lord 
J e s u s  C h r i s t " ,  t h e y  should n o t  judge o t h e r s ,  brli be g e n t l e ,  p e a c e f u l  
and modest ,  meek and humble. 

I n  the  c o u r s e  of h i s t o r y ,  many f r i a r s  have n o t  i n  f a c t  l i v e d  up 
t o  t h e  i d e s l s ,  and f o r  t h i s  we a r e a l 1  s o r r y  and a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h o s e  
whom we have o f fended .  Yet we f e p l  encouraged t o o  hy t h e  example of 
t h o s e  who have l i v e d ,  and c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e ,  peaceably  among Muslims...  
I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  we r e q u e s t  those  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  send t o  Muslim c o u n t r i e s  

on ly  t h o s e  b r o t h e r s  who wish t o  encounter  t h e  Muslims i n  t h e  r e s p e c t f u l  
manner of S t .  F r a n c i s  and have r e c e i v e d  a n  adequate  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

I t  i s  by s h a r i n g  w i t h  each o t h e r  who we a r e  as b e l i e v e r s  t h a t  we - 
can  r e a l l y  e n r i c h  one a n u t h r r  and s t i m u l a t e  eacli o t h e r  m u t u a l l y  towards 
a con t inuous  convers ion .  

"Subject  t o  a l l  creatur i . s"  -- The. adnionit ion oE r r a n c i s  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r s  
" t o  l i v e  anlo:lg ttier:" i s  the: d i r e c t  consequence 

of h i s  c h o i c e  t o  be  "minor" a t  a1 l tizes and everpi ierr : .  For t h i s  
r eason  lie r e j e c t e d  s i g n s  cf power such as  t h e  Crusades and o t h e r  ways of 
be ing  "maior". In oppos i ton  t o  t h e  ( : r r~sader  mentality of conquer ing t h e  
Muslims, F r a n c i s  wanted h i s  b r o t l ~ e r s  tc be s u b j i c t  t o  then! f o r  t h e  love  

of God, an<! s o  t o  bear  w i t n e s s  t h a t  they  a r e  C h r i s t i a n s .  This  w i t n e s s  of 
l i f e  i n  "minor i t as"  i s  \ -rr :~ much 1i1 a~:cordancr. wi th  t h e  e x h o r t a t i o n  of 
E v a n g e l i i  Cluntiandi <No.2 l j .  

"Minor i tas"  demands f?o:n us  today t h a t  we ah.-,ndon t h e  s p i r i t  nf 

super ior i t : :  ~~,hhich o f t e n  letid:: , ;s  t o  p l a c e  c : l r  C n r i s t i a n  c i i i t u r e  sbove 



t h e i r s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  f r a n c i s c a n  o r  C h r i s t i a n :  C h r i s t  humbled 
Himself and came t o  s e r v e ,  not. t o  be  se rved .  Accordingly ,  we t r y  t o  
avoid  p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  and p r e f e r  p l a c e s  of s e r v i c e .  

I ,  Minor i t as"  even a f f e c t s  our  a t t i t u d e  t o  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h s .  It 

opens our  h e a r t s  and minds t o  p e r c e i v e  d i f f e r e n t  eniphases i n  a  commonly 
shared  d o c t r i n e ,  e .g .  God's t r anscendence  i n  t o d a y ' s  world ,  r e v e r e n c e  
f o r  t h e  Word, t h e  h o l i n e s s  of God's Name, and t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  abso l -  
u t e n e s s  of our  own f o r m u l a t i o n s  of t r u t h .  God i s  g r e a t e r  than  a l l  

f o r m u l a t i o n s .  

"Minor i t as"  w i l l  a l s o  favour  our f r a t e r n i t y  i n  b e i n g  t r u e  b r o t h e r s  
t o  t h e  Muslims: f r a t e r n i t y  demonstra ted through o u r  love  f o r  them, our  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  sorrow and joy wi th  them, i n  t h e  e v e n t s  of l i f e ,  and i n  
be ing  s e n s i t i v e  t o  whatever h u r t s  them. 

"Minor i tas"  a l s o  h e l p s  u s  t o  break down our  g h e t t o e s  and t o  co-operate  
w i t h  Muslims i n  c m o n  p r o j e c t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o s t e r i n g  o u r  own. 

,, M i n o r i t a s "  h e l p s  us  t o  choose a  s imple  way of l i f e :  e . g .  i n  hous ing ,  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  food;  a v o i d i n g  a l s o  whatever i s  o f f e n s i v e  t o  them. T h i s  
o p t i o n  i n  no way p r e s e n t s  a  judgement on t h e  method and achievements  of 
f r i a r s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  We do ,  however, t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  a s k i n g  f o r  
a  f r e s h  approach which a v o i d s  whatever may be  unders tood a s  s i g n s  of 
p r e s t i g e  c o n t r a r y  t o  our  m i s s i o n .  

We r e a l i z e ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  l i v i n g  our  "minor i t as"  o ~ r t s i d e  t h e  
Order depends upon t h e  p r a c t i c e  of "minor i t as"  among o u r s e l v e s .  It  
should a l s o  h e l p  our  own C h r i s t i a n  c o m u n i t y ,  and t h e  e x - p a t r i a t e  C h r i s t i a n  
workers t o  be s e n s i t i v e  and npen  t o  t h e  Musl ins .  

"When i t  p l e a s e s  God" -- For F r a n c i s ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  of l i f e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
method of e v a n g e l i s a t i o n .  And s o  f r i a r s  must 

a t  no t ime p u t  a s i d e  t h e  c a l l  t o  penanre  t h a t  cor:es from l i v i n g  a s  
F r a n c i s  d i d .  .4t t h e  same t ime Fra r lc i s  u r i t r s  i n  t h e  Rule ot 1221 t h a t  
h i s  b r o t h e r s  e x p l i c i t l y  p roc la im t h e  Gospel o n l y  when i t  p l e a s e s  God. 

We f e e l  t h a t ,  through t h e  s i g n s  of t h e  t i m c s ,  God i s  t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  
t h e  "when" of F r a n c i s  d i r e c t i v e  has  n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d .  I n  many c o u n t r i e s  
t h e  open p reach ing  of t h e  Gospel i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e ;  Islarr. i s  renewing 
i t s e l f .  Do t h e s e  f a c t s  no t  show u s  t h a t ,  a s  F r a n c i s  wai ted f o r  God's 
p l e a s u r e ,  we have t o  p l a c e  o u r s e l v e s  i n  God's hands? 

A t  t h e  same t ime we are. convinced t h a t  God i s  a t  s.ork. The Holy 
S p i r i t  i s  ahead of u s ,  and a n y  t h i n g s  happen a l . tv i . e the r  o u t s i d e  of and 
a p a r t  from our  a c t i v i t y .  The p l a n  of God movrs aheail ir.dependent of u s .  



We a d o r e  him i n  it. The present-day r e v i v a l  of I s l am could w e l l  be  
. seen  as a renewed consc iousness  of t h e  vord of God and man's submis- 

s i o n  t o  him, a thought  v e r y  d e a r  t o  t h e  h e a r t  of S .Franc i s :  

"Every c r e a t u r e  i n  heaven and on e a r t h  and i n  t h e  d e p t h s  of t h e  
s e a  should g i v e  God p r a i s e  and g l o r y  and honour and b l e s s i n g ;  h e  h a s  
borne s o  much f o r  u s  and has  done and w i l l  do s o  much good t o  u s ;  he 
is our  power and o u r  s t r e n g t h ,  and he a l o n e  i s  good, he a l o h e  most h igh.  
h e a l o n e a l l - p o w e r f u l ,  wonderful ,  and g l o r i o u s ;  he a l o n e  i s  h o l y  and 
worthy of a l l  p r a i s e  and b l e s s i n g  f o r  e n d l e s s  a g e s  and a g e s .  Amen." 
" L e t t e r  t o  a l l  t h e  F a i t h f u l ,  11, 61-62). 

He wished t h e  Church t o  be  among t h e  Muslims as a  poor  and 
s e r v i n g  Church, power less ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  most margin- 

a l i z e d  persons .  

To l i v e  l i k e  t h a t  does  n o t  come e a s i l y  to inyone.  But i f  w e  r e -  
member F r a n c i s '  e x p e r i e n c e  of p e r f e c t  joy,  we may a l s o  be  he lped  towards 
t h e  k e n o s i s  as h i s  t r u e  d i s c i p l e s .  The guidance of t h e  S p i r i t  w i l l  make 
t h i s  a  f r u i t f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  because  it w i l l  open o u r  eyes  f o r  p o s i t i v e  
v a l u e s  i n  Islam. 

Dialogue.  I n  f a c t ,  i n  our many d i s c u s s i o n ,  w e  found t h a t  t h i s  ex- 
p e r i e n c e  i s  what d i a l o g u e  i s  a l l  a b o u t ,  p r e c i s e l y  i n  as f a r  

a s  i t  demands t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s u r r e n d e r  o n e s e l f  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
and a c c e p t  t h e  o t h e r  as o t h e r .  It i s  n o t  a q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n ,  of d i s p u t -  
i n g  which r e l i g i o n  has  t h e  t r u t h ,  o r  t o  what e x t e n t .  It i s  a  q u e s t i o n ,  
r a t h e r ,  of opening o n e s e l f  t o  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  o t h e r  person.  I n  t h i s  

way, w e ,  C h r i s t i a n s  and Muslims, c a n  h o p e f u l l y  d i s c o v e r  o u r  common concerns ,  
o u r  connnon problems ; we c a n  l e a r n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  w e  have common 
human v a l u e s ,  human needs ;  and c a n  seek  common s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e ,  
always aware t h a t  we do n o t  p o s s e s s  t h e  t r u t h  b u t  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  pos- 
sesses US. .  . . . 

Ne do n o t  want t o  end t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s i n g  o u r  d e e p l y  
f e l t  sympathy f o r  t h e  l o s s  of l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  which have caused un- 
t o l d  s u f f e r i n g s  t o  many Muslims and C h r i s t i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
Middle E a s t .  We hope and pray t h a t  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  of s o l i d a r i t y  w i l l  
be  a p p r e c i a t e d  by a l l  who a r e  concerned abou t  peace and oppose every  
form of v i o l e n c e  i n  s o c i e t y .  

Peace t o  a l l  of you. 

Ref .  L e t t e r  of F r .  Me1 Brady, OFM. S e c r e t a r y  General of t h e  Missions,OFM. 
Rome, t o  a l l  F r a n c i s c a n  b r o t h e r s  a n s  s i s t e r s .  



THE PliOCESS OF CONM.RSION TO I S M  

A Case Study from I n d i a  

Andrew Windgate 

(VoicC L Q  gs tra i t  d'une Gt7~7rde d'un eas dz i.rose!ytisme de  .. Z 'Islam, reccntnnt eonmenis i ~ n  tr.l.~Zage esr devenu mouZrr;an duns so 
totaZi te .  Ce: cas ci'r: i~cnvar'siiinj. presque rnassi?iis consc?:ti*ent un 
point t r s s  sc ,;,sib 7.e duns i '.Trrde d 'aujourd 'hi'. L 'nbo ?;,ition. de.s castes 
e t  l a  reconru issonce JE l ' i g a i i t e  des peraonncs proelmees par 1 'Islam, 
rewontrenet urr trGs gmnd u t t r a i t  porn!: 7,cn ::-rrijans qui sont 
toujours pra!iquernent 1e:i irCctGes ties .;bus Zcs plr(:x cr iants ,  maZgre 
lu legis7ktic r! cont;rd.ire i rids Yerrres ::lc disc:i-irri~~ztion.. ! 

I was plesent:  a t  a  l a t e r  ? ~ ( U ~ ~ < E I C L ,  and I t h i n k  it i s  worth d e s c r i b -  
i n g  a s  i t  ha! a  g r t a t  pover in  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of a - ' f i laee 
l i k e  Kanday. On my a r r i v a l  t h a t  da)- ,  I  we:^: i i r s t  Lo ser  t h e  Ileacon. 
But t h e  Mus1:ms were v e r y  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  I retu:n tc  thei r -  t c n t -  
mosque q u i c k y ,  i n  t ime t o  s e e  tl:? a r r i v a l  of t h e  d a i l y  bus  i:cm Madurai.. 
I s a v  vhy when 1 t e t u r n e d .  Thc bus was f u l l  of Muslims from Nadurai ,  
many of them c l e a r l y  r i c h .  And a s  they g o t  dam: from t h e  bus ,  t h e r e  

v a s  mutual ertbraciny: on alL s i d e s .  T h i s  was c l e a r l y  a  deep ly  impor tan t  
t h i n g  f o r  tht  new Nuslims,  a s  a l s o  v a s  t h e  p rayer  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  new 
Muslim vho h.id d i e d ,  which prcceded t h e  i:cZ'i;.:u. Iiere were 200 people  

w i l l i n g  t o  come o u t  n o t  c n l y  from Eladurai, b u t  from many o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
t o  honour a  -o rmer  R a r i j a n  man whr; had P i e d !  

The mai.i ceremony' then  began w i t h  an evange:ical sermon, preached 
by one of t h !  l e a d e r s  J £  t h e  M ~ s l i m  Cen t re  i n  Madurzi. Th j s  v a s  f o r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  l t h e  new convert.;  and t h o s c  i;ho ,-!igi?t be  a t t r a c t e d  i n  
Kanday i t s e l  and a l s o  f o r  a  smal l  group of r::,servers who had come 
from ano ther  v i l l a g e ,  a l s o  a  PalXar v i l l a g e .  The sermon was v e r y  c l e a r ,  
v i t h  t h r e e  p ; i n t a  - one theo log ica l - ,  one s o c i a l  and one economic. I f  
they  jo ined ;slam, they must p u t  away a i l  r , ther  pods and i d o l s ,  Al lah 
a l o n e  would I P  t h e i r  Cod. I f  they  jo ined I s i a a ,  t h e y  must f o r g e t  
t h e i r  p r e v i o i s  c a s t e .  Thcy would be no l.ony,er D a l l a r s ,  b u t  Xuslims.  

I f  they  j 0 i n . d  I s l a m ,  thev  should n o t  expect  ayy ~cono1::ic m i r a c l e s ,  
o r  b e l i c v e  a j y  s t o r i e s  about  Arab money Four in8 i n  f o r  them. They 

should s e e  t i e  houses ot t h e  people  &c had 'joined f a r l i e r :  they  had 
rece ived  no ~ .consmir  b e n r l i t .  ?hey can c m e  1;;) i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o n l y  by 
hard work a n i  d i s c i p l i n e .  The se rnon  ended wi th  rxarnyles o t  how t h e  
whole v c r l d  das cnrn ing  t o  1:il;ic t h e s e  days :  vbi i : .us  r i c t ~  and educated 
Tamils were nent ioned and a l s n  one o r  t s o  c:kim;,les  fro^ o v e r s e a s .  So 



many peop le  were l e a r n i n g  t h e  r e a l  t r u t h .  But no one was f o r c i n g  them 

t o  j o i n ;  they  must a c c e p t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  and i f  s o  t h e y  were f r e e  
t o  come. 

There then  followed t h e  Kallirna i t s e l f .  There  i s  a  r e s i d e n t  
mullah i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  a  C h r i s t i a n  
p a s t o r ,  he d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  major p a r t .  H e  merely  supp l ied  t h e  l i s t  
of  names. Each new Muslim was admi t t ed  by a  d i f f e r e n t  o l d  Muslim. He 
r e p e a t e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  of f a i t h ,  was t h e n  g iven  a  name, which he r e p e a t e d  
t i l l  he knew i t .  The congrega t ion  then  g r e e t e d  him w i t h  t h e  new name, 
n o t  i n  a  r i t u a l i s t  way, b u t  speaking up from h e r e  and t h e r e .  Then 
he was g iven  h i s  new h a t  ( k i i l l n ) ,  he p u t  i t  on w i t h  a  m i x t u r e  of  
e m b a r r a s s m e n t a n d p r i d e ,  and stood up. He was then  embraced by a number 
of o l d  Muslims from h e r e  and t h e r e  among t h e  congrega t ion .  The p r o c e s s  

was then  r e p e a t e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  man ( a t  t h e  same t ime,i /dlZima f o r  women 
was go ing  on somewhere e l s e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  

T h i s  then  c m p l e t e , c o m b ~ r ~ c d  worship i s  h e l d ,  i n  t h e  normal F r i d a y  
p a t t e r n ,  followed by n cornon fellowship meal.  Old and new Xuslims. 
and v i s i t o r s  l i k e  myself a r e  s e p a r a t e d  from each o t h e r .  A s  I s i t  down, 
my neighbour g i v e s  me some food from h i s  p l a t e  w i t h  h i s  hand, and I do 
t h e  same f o r  him. How powerful  a r e  a l l  t h e s r  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  new c o n v e r t ,  
a s  symbols of b reak ing  t h e  s o c i a l  bonds,  which we have d e s c r i b e d  e a r l -  
i e r .  Things  end w i t h  t h e  women coming a l o n g ,  newly a d m i t t e d ,  s h y l y  
walking w i t h  t h e i r  s a r i s  f i r n l y  f i x e d  over t h e i r  heads .  

Only a f t e r  t h i s  ceremony does  t h e  p rocess  of t r a i n i n g  b e g i n .  There 
i s  no p r e t e n c e  of g i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  admiss ion.  The d e s i r e  t o  
be a  Muslim a l o n e  i s  eriough. But a t t e r 'wards ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i s  taken v e r y  
s e r i o u s l y .  The Mullah was s e n t  t o  t h e  v i i l a g e  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  f i r s t  
c o n v e r s i o n s ,  and l i v e d  f o r  some t ime i n  a c o n v e r t ' s  house ,  u n t i l  a  
house was a r r a n g e d .  The Mullah i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  i s  Hebraiim, and i s  
himself  a  c o n v e r t ,  of about  10 y e a r s  s t a n d i n g .  His wi fe  i s  a n  o l d  
Muslim, and t h e y  a r e  a  l i v i n g  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  such mar r iages  
a r e  p o s s i b l e .  HE t e a c h e s  the  men and boys, h i s  w i f e  t h e  women. He i s  
a  g e n t l e  p e r s o n ,  and v c r y  open t o  our e n q u i r i e s .  HE i s  a l s o  e a g e r  t o  
know more of C h r i s t i a n i t y  and ready t o  l i s t e n .  He h a s  done a good job 
of t e a c h i n g  t h e  b a s i c  rnethods of p r a y e r  and p r a c t i c e .  These a r e  g iven  
more i n p o r t a n c e  than  d c c t r i n e  of  theology.  Here,  a few b a s i c  p o i n t s  
seem t o  have been hammered home a g a i n  and a j ia in .  On F r i d a y s  an o u t s i d e r  
o f c e n  comes t o  h e l p  i n  t h i s ;  tire I s l a m i c  Cen t re  i n  Madurai sends  s w e -  

one sometimes. Bes ides  t h i s ,  a  number of youth  have heen s e n t  away t o  
t h e  Muslim Col lege  i n  V ~ l l o r e ,  f o r  l o u r  months. One has  a l r e a d y  re -  
t u r n e d ,  and he l e a d s  t h e  worship when t h e  X u l l s h  i i ;  away. We heard him 
do i t  w e l l .  And t h e  Mullah t e a c h e s  smal l  boys p a r t s  of t h e  Koran i n  
Arab ic ;  they  p roud ly  r f c i t c  i t  t o  u s ,  thoueh of c o u r s e  they  do n o t  know 
t h e  meaning. 



Washing is done very carefullv, and outsiders remark how the new 
Muslims stop for prayer in the middle of their kuZi work. They tell 
me that if they cannot manage to pray five times a day, twice will 
he enough. I ask here and elsewhere whether they find such regulations 
burdensome. They say no very emphatically,they like the discipline. 
They certainly seem to resnond to a real demand on them which they 
have not found in llinduism or in Christianity. As regards their rel- 
ationship with their relatives of other faiths too, the Nullah has 
instructed them. In this interim period they may eat with them, 
since many are living in divided families. Rut they should not eat 
mutton with non-Nuslims, and of course not pip. They expect the 
divisions to grow graduallv stronp,er, as families fall into line. 

They are also taught in the first few months the basic tenets of 
Islam, somethiny, about Yohammad, and also, for those who are ex- 
Christians amonzst them, some simple arguments against Christianity, 
showing where Islam differs for the better. In this village of Kanday 
I was able to get at the real. reasons for conversion, as I was able 
to meet people at a very early stape, some of them even before con- 
version. 

.... I think the discipline, cleanliness, care in teaching of 
the Pullahs, the way they min~le with the people, and the clarity of 
their dopatic teachinp, does have an attraction, at least at first 
for these villa~e people. So too does the sight of a new congregation 
bowinp in unison and silence, to Allah, in the open view of a11 in 
the village, in a tent-mosque. 

Ref. Relieion and Society. Bulletin of The Christian Institute 
for the Study of Reli~ion and Society. Vol XWITI, No.4 
Excerpt from A Study of Conversion from Christianity to Islam 
in two Tamil Villages, Tamil Nadu, bv Andrew Wingate. 
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