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The demonstration p l o t  i n  a rural school is perhaps the  most bas ic  
o f  a l l  v isual  a ids .  The e f f e c t s  o f  good husbandry, o f  preparat ion and 
care of the s o i l ,  o f  space and w i s t u r e  and shade and p lan t ing  t i m e  are 
seen fo r  themselves by the  pupi ls  and measured by the  f r u i t f u l  y ie ld  i n  
harves t  time, sometimes a s  much a s  a hundred fold.  I t  is a happy image 
t h a t  Bishop Mwoleka has chosen t o  describe for  us  h i s  vision of  the  l a y  
Chr i s t i an  comunity.  

There is need t o  consciously change the  p a t t e r n  of l iv ing ,  t o  c r e a t e  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o  devise exerc ises  by which a new l i f e - s t y l e  w i l l  emerge, by 
which hear t s  w i l l  be corlverted and c a r e  w i l l  be shown f o r  each other  a s  
brothers  and s i s t e r s  i n  Chr is t .  

Are the  present-day parochia l  c o m u n i t i e s  i n  Tanzania (and elsewhere) 
i n  a posi t ion  t o  o f f e r  a l ived  example of such new l i f e - s t y l e  'demonstra- 
t i o n  p l o t s '  where t h e  huhdred-fold y i e l d  of evangelical  l i v i n g  can be 
p i n t e d  t o  and can form the  b a s i s  o f  l ea rn ing  what it means t o  l i v e  i n  
Chr i s t ?  For Bishot, Mwoleka it is  imperative t o  e s t a b l i s h  such lay  
communities. 

The c a l l  to e s t a b l i s h  them is a long term one, it i s  a c a l l  t o  give 
the  Church a new face,  a c a l l  not  j u s t  t o  a few people o r  a small  group. 
t o  a re l ig ious  congregation o r  i n s t i t u t e ,  but t o  a l l .  Utopian ideal?  
The Bishop knows of some such comuni t i e s .  Readers of t h e  Bul le t in  w i l l  
have noted o the rs  i n  recent  a r t i c l e s .  The challenge gives food £Or 
thought and ac t ion  a s  w e  prepare f o r  summer holidays. 

The next b u l l e t i n  w i l l  appear on 15th September, 1982. 
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A DEMONSTRATION PLOT 

Christopher Mwoleka 

( m n s  c e t  a r t i c l e ,  Mgr. Christopher Muoleka de Rulenge, 
Tanumie, expose son appel en favaur d'un seul projet & long 
terme pour 2es Jeunes EgZises dl Afrique e t  pour toute l1EgLise - la  constmution de comunautes de la ics  vraiment evangeliques 
dans lesquelles: 

- Zes Zaics apprennent a renouveZer Ztor&e tempore2 - Zes gms  se convertissent de leur egotsmz - Zes homes de d i f f eren tes  m t i a a l i t e s  aident la culture 
ZocaZe a apporter sa contribution propre - un styZo de v ie  base sur ce qlci e s t  juste m f t r a  e t  sera 
adapte au mode. N.d. Z.R. i. 

We need a "demonstration p lo t "  a s  a s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  t o  enable a l l  
members of the  Church t o  move towards solving problems of JUSTICE AM) 
PEACE i n  our world. - 
The S t a t e  of Af fa i r s :  Through a l l  kinds of media, already over a decade 

of years,  complaints a r e  g e t t i n g  louder and louder 
agains t  a shockingly unjus t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of wealth i n  t h e  world. 

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  es tabl ished t h a t  eu-h day 10,000 people d i e  of hunger 
and malnutri t ion;  t h a t  6% of t h e  world's population consume 40% of the  
world 's  economic production. 

The Church Has Pronounced Its Awareness: The 1971 Synod o f  Bishops 
recognized the  exis tence  of :  

"a network of domination, oppression and abuses which s t i f l e  freedom and 
constant ly  give r i s e  t o  g r e a t  numbers of marginal persons who a r e  i l l - f e d .  
inhumanly housed, i l l i t e r a t e  and deprived of p o l i t i c a l  power". 

and c a l l e d  f o r  

" a  comon endeavour for building ~q, a more just  and more fraternal world" 

I n  add i t ion ,  not a few Episcopal conferences i n  a l l  cont inents  have 
a r t i c u l a t e d  t h i s  awareness and a r e  seeking ways and means of doing a l l  
they can t o  reduce these e v i l s .  

The quest ion we a re  asking ourselves i s :  Having acknowledged the  
awareness of t h i s  desperate s i t u a t i o n ,  how a r e  the  Church members organized 
t o  make a contr ibut ion i n  helping humankind t o  make a new or ien ta t ion?  

Are the Present  E f f o r t s  Adequate? We have t o  note with g r a t i t u d e  the  work 
o f  organizat ions l i k e  SEDOS and o the rs  

on nat ional  and in te rna t iona l  l eve l s  who make e f f o r t s  t o  organize dialogue 
and exchange i n  search o f  so lu t ions  t o  these socio-economic problems. 



We are a l s o  deeply g rea t fu l  f o r  organizations l i k e  MISEREOR and 
MISSIO o f  Germany, SEBEPQ of Aolland, DEVELOmm AND P W E  of Canada, 
and many o the r s  l i k e  these,  who a r e  making trfnnendous e f f o r t s  t o  draw the  
a t t en t i on  of a l l  Chr i s t i ans  i n  t h e i r  respective countr ies  t o  these 
problems, and t o  r a i s i ng  funds fol: sending development a i d  to developing 
countr ies  of the  Third World. 

These e f f o r t s ,  and many o thers  of t h i s  nature, a r e  sure ly  indispen- 
sable ,  and we can only hope t ha t  t h e i r  influence w i l l  increase  f o r  
building up a healthy world opinion, and for  reducing misery i n  the  
world . 

Indispensable a s  these  e f f o r t s  a r e ,  y e t ,  l e t  w admit it, they a r e  
very f a r  from at tacking,  l e t  alone uprooting, the  roo t  of  these  ev i l s .  
The root  is something we are a f ra id  t o  touch, t he  sens i t ive ,  very highly 
sensi t ive:  t he  s e l f i s h  i n  each of us. There m u s t  be a way of working 
together i n  a concerted manner i n  order t o  g e t  t o  the  root  o f  the  matter. 

Everyone o f  those deeply concerned with t h i s  question of jus t i ce  and 
peace i n  our world seems t o  agree t ha t  unless there  i e  a rad ica l  new 
economic order,poverty and inequality cf opportunity w i l l  p e r s i s t  and 
even become worse day a f t e r  day. 

One wonders if w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a new economic order w i l l  not  be 
brought about j u s t  by conferences and concordats between nations o r  
business companies, not  even by embargos o r  by overturning unjus t  regimes. 
A 1 1  these  have go t  t o  be preceded by a more fundamental undertaking; 
refolming the a t t i t u d e s  and conduct of people a s  individuals and a s  groups. 
And t h i s  work is the  domain of the  Church. I f  Chr is t ians  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  
do something genuine about j u s t i c e  and peace they must be determined, and 
undertake t h i s  work consciously and i n t e l l i gen t l y .  How do w e  go about 
overthrowing our obst inate ,  untouchable egos? How do w e  reform our 
a t t i t u d e s  and conduct? There i s  no question of leaving it t o  the  individ- 
ual  alone t o  & t h e  best he can w i t h  himself. No one is going t o  convert 
oneself .  I t  is a question o f  re ly ing on one another. The a t t i t u d e  should 
be "help me t o  overthrow my s e l f i s h  ego". But again, how i s  t h i s  going 
to be effected? 

ACTIVATIi4G A SPIRITUAL REFORM 

Everybody has been t a lk ing  about Church renewal. E f fo r t s  have been 
made here and the re  but r e s u l t s  a r e  not ye t  convincing t h a t  the  challenge 
offered by t h e  world is being m e t .  The Church renewal w e  need w i l l  n o t  
be brought about only by mental exerc ises  which we make i n  r e t r e a t s  and 
seminars l i k e  t h i s  where we j u s t  t a l k  t o  one another, no t  even by prayer 
meetings where we pour ou t  our emotions and cry  v e r b d l y  to God. All t h i s  
can be i n f a n t i l e  reassurance that w e  a r e  doing something. 

The genuine s p i r i t u l  renewal can only come about: - by consciously changing our pa t t e rn s  of l iv ing,a  change that  will oblige 
u s  a l l  as Chris t ians  t o  convert our s e l f i s h  hea r t s  by way o f  provocation. 
a@ it were; 



- by c r e a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  which w i l l  ob l ige  us t o  c a r e  fo r  one another 
deeply a s  t r u e  brothers  and sisters i n  Chr is t ;  

- and by devising an  exe rc i se  by,which a new l i f e - s t y l e  w i l l  eventual ly  
emerge - a l i f e - s t y l e  which holds on t o  evangel ica l  values tenaciously.  

The a c t i v i t y  which w i l l  chal lenge us Chr is t ians  to abandon our 
s t e r i l e  individualism and obl ige  each one of  us t o  g e t  ourse lves  involved 
i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  of a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  i s  t h e  work of  waaving t h e  t e x t u r e  of a  
l i v i n g  Chr i s t i an  Community, a community which functions l i k e  a l i v i n g  
organism. Every Chr i s t i an  must be asked cogently i f  he wants to place  h i s  
l i f e  i n  t h e  hands of h i s  neighbours a s  the only genuine way o f  responding 
to God and h i s  grace. 

The making of t h i s  e f f o r t  conscient ious ly  is  our only genuine way of 
l e t t i n g  God take charge of  our l i v e s  and guide our ac t ions  t o  e f f e c t  a  
renewal t h a t  w i l l  make t h e  Church t o  be t r u l y  t h e  s a l t  i n ,  and t h e  l i g h t  
of t h e  world. That means t h a t  i n  order  fo r  a s p i r i t u a l  reform to happen, 
th ings  must no t  be l e f t  t o  chance. W e  must undertake an organized ac t ion ,  
consciences must be awakened, i n i t i a t i v g s  must be a c t i v a t e d  by conscious 
e f f o r t s ,  while a t  the same time we remain s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  guiding hand of 
God. 

E W G E L I C A L  SHARING 

Considering t h a t ,  m r e  than a n y b t n g  e l s e ,  it i s  t h e  unjus t  d i s t r i b u t -  
ion  o f  wealth wh-ch betrays the s e l f i s h  motives buried deep i h  OUZ hear t s ,  
the  manner of shar ing  mater ia l  goods i n  our Chr i s t i an  communities must be 
an outstanding f e a t u r e  o f  our endeavour. I t  must be done i n  an evangelical  
manner. 

" I  do not mean that others should be eased and you 
burdened, but that  as a m t t e r  o f  eqmzi ty  your 
abundance a t  the present time should supply their  
want, 60 that the ir  abundance may supply your want, 
that there rn9 be equality". (2 Cor 8: 13-14) 

Nothing s h o r t  of evangelical  shar ing  w i l l  se rve  a s  a  l i g h t  t o  give a 
new o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  society.  It i s  not a  quest ion of i n t e l l e c t u a l  debate 
on p r i v a t e  ownership. We must a l l  embark on t h e  work of  building Chr i s t i an  
communities i n  whxh every member i s  ready t o  give,  not  only a l l  his/her  
time, t a l e n t s ,  possessions,  money, e t c , . . ,  b u t  even more fundamentally one 
must be ready t o  give one ' s  own l i f e  a s  a  loving g i f t  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  f o r  the 
sake of t h e  Kingdom of God. When t h i s  is s o  t h e  ques t ion  of  p r i v a t e  owner- 
s h i p  of  proper ty  becomes automatical ly a  matter of  stewardship. One 
re jo ices  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  what has  been earned by one ' s  sweat i s  p r i v a t e l y  
amed  f o r  t h e  sake of d i s t r i b u t i n g  it t o  t h e  o thers .  

I f  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  of stewardship is l i v e d  o u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  by Our 
Chr i s t i an  communities, it w i l l  su re ly  shed l i g h t  on a l l  o t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i v e  
systems i n  socie ty .  I t  i s  one aspect  of a  new l i f e - s t y l e  we a r e  seeking. 



The reform must take  place i n  the  sense t h a t  the  evangelical l i f e  
which t r a d i t i o n a l l y  was espoused ' o n l y  by those with t h e  th ree  vows ,  now 
must take  on another form by which t h e  evangelical  community l i f e  can he 
espoused by l a y  persons i n  a married s t a t e .  

Here one may note i n  passing t h a t  i n  t ry ing  t o  cope with the  challenge 
posed by the desperate economic s i t u a t i o n  i n  which we f ind ourselves, the  
Church is finding i t s e l f  obligated t o  answer i t s  more fundamental and 
profound c a l l  - t h a t  a l l  he r  members be per fec t  a s  o w  Father is  perfec t .  
The l a i t y  i n  t h e  Church are no more to  be re legated  t o  being t h i r d  c l a s s  
t r a v e l l e r s  on the s p i r i t u a l  journey t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

The Chr i s t i an  community we seek, therefore ,  i s  a community more of  
famil ies  than of  individuals .  The bond between famil ies  should grow c lose r  
and c lose r  and develop t o  become a r e a l  covenant of  mutual dedicat ion and 
love. 

THE ENORMOUS VWATION OF THE LAITY 

The reason why t h e  Church is i n  t h e  world is t o  continue the  mission 
of Chr i s t  to s a n c t i f y  the  world. But t o  imagine t h a t  the  Church can 
sanct i fy  the world without the  l a i t y  is  l i k e  saying t h a t  one can walk 
without the f e e t ,  see  without eyes, hear without e a r s ,  work without hands, 
e tc .  

I f  the  temporal order ,  t h a t  is every aspect  of  hurcan l i f e ,  is t o  be 
constant ly  ordered, readjusted and renewed according t o  C ~ d ' s  w i l l  and 
plan, t h i s  w i l l  be poss ib le  only through the dedicated a c t i v i t y  of the  
l a i t y .  In o the r  words t h a t  is  t o  say t h e  mission of t h e  Church cannot be 
achieved without t h e  l a i t y .  I n  Lumen Gentium no. 31, t h e  Second Vatican 
Council c l e a r l y  s t a t e s :  

" ~ y  reason of t he i r  special vocation it betongs t o  the l a i t y  t o  
seek the kingdom o f  God by engaging i n  tenpora2 a, f fa irs  and 
directing them according to God's wiZZ.  They w i Z Z  Ziv: i n  the  
world, t ha t  i s ,  they are engaged i n  each and every work a d  
bueiness o f  the  earth and i n  the  ordinary circumstances o f  
sociaZ m d  fm iZy  l i f e  which, a s  it were, cons t i tu te  t he i r  very 
existence. fiere they are called by God that,  being Zed by the 
s p i r i t  o f  the GuspeZ. they may contribute t o  the sanct i f icat ion 
of  the wortd, a s  from within Like Zeaven." 

99.9% of a l l  t h e  baptized: It i s  shocking t o  wake up a s  one from s leep 
and become aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  although 

t h e  Church's mission to sanc t i fy  t h e  world is the  respons ib i l i ty  o f  the  
l a i t y ,  and although the  l a i t y  a r e  t h e  99.9% of a l l  the  baptized,  t h e  
Church has  never up t o  now r e a l l y  bothered t o  tzke pains t o  devise a 
c a r e f u l l y  and adequately well  designed formative s y s t e : ~  xter.:by the  l a i t y  
can be s u f f i c i e n t l y  prepared t o  f u l f i l l  the  c a l l i n g  f c r  '.rhich God created 
them. 

A s  compared t o  the  seminary t r a i n i n g  f o r  p r i e s t s  and t h e  nov i t i a t e  f o r  
the  re l ig ious  l i f e ,  t h e  mca t ion  t o  t h e  lay  s t a t e  has been l e f t  t o  chance. 



The catechism a t  school is reduced t o  statements of what one's mind 
must accept a s  t ru th  when formulated and s ta ted  in words. No prac t ica l  
exercises a re  ever devised which one can go through as  experiences, l ived, 
enjoyed, suff-:ed o r  sustained with a formative r e su l t  on the person, the 
way a student farmer is exercised i n  a coffee plantation, a s t rdent  doctor 
i n  a hospital  ward, a student engineer i n  construction of a bridge. 

The lay person is thrown i n  the deep of the sea without fishing 
gear, and without even being taught how to s w i m ,  and to ld  with authority,  
'ex cathedra',  t ha t  h i s  vocation is t o  fish! How some manage, t o  save 
t h e i r  l ives ,  l e t  alone t o  fisv.. is a miracle. 

The question is: How long is this absurdity going t o  contihuel!! 

There must be communities which a r e  the l o c i  where the necessary 
formation of t he  lay apostles takes place. 

REQUIREHENPS OF LAY FORMATION 

a )  Let us admit t ha t  t h i s  work of constantly renewing the socio- 
economic-cultural-political order is enonmus and t h a t  it presupposes.not 
only professional maturity i n  the secular sciences and s k i l l s ,  but above 
a1 that  it requires maturity of the evangelical s p i r i t .  Without the fu l l -  
ness of the S p i r i t  lay people w i l l  never be able to meet the challenge of 
t h e i r  c a l l  adequately. 

And it must be granted tha t  the fullness of the evangelical s p i r i t  
cannot normally be acquired by an individual i n  isolat ion,  for fullness or 
perfection belongs to ,  and i s  acquired i n  community. I t  i s  community 
which helps us t o  tame our se l f i sh  ego - private  individual e f f o r t s  a r e  
not enough. 

Are the present day parochial cornunities i n  a posit ion t o  offer  our 
lay apostles the required formation i n  the Sp i r i t ?  I f  not, what do we 
do! The work of building evangelical communities of the lay i n  the married 
s t a t e  is  a necessity of our day. 

b) This ca l l ing  of the lay i s  a joint  adventure and i s  addressed, not 
t o  an individual person, but t o  the community. Whatever the f i e ld  of t h s  
apostolate t o  which one is dedicated, one goes there as  being sent  by tho 
community. And it i s  the community which should judge the capabili ty and 
the g i f t s  of the apostle i n  order t o  send one where one is best suited. 
I t  i s  up t o  the community t o  see tha t  the work of t he  apostolate i s  lone 
i n  as  many f i e lds  a s  possible and so t o  prepare and send the apostles,  
replacing one a f t e r  the other. 

I f  such a community does not e x i s t ,  there w i l l  never be a sustained 
continuation of the apostolate. 

., 
c )  The material s ide of the lay apostolate, and the material needs of 

the apostle himself/herself and h i d h e r  family absolutely demands the 
support of a concrete local  Christian community. In order t o  guaranteo the 
sustained concentration of the powers of the lay apostle t o  the require- 
ments of one's profession and apostolate, one has got t o  be released from 



the  day t o  day anxiety of  how t o  provide the material needs of  one 's  
family and oneself ,  s o  t h a t  one can gjve  oneself  adequately f o r  the  work 
o f  building the  Kingdom of God on ear-I-, without any bad consequences t o  
one's family. 

I f  no community e x i s t s  t o  c a r e  for  t h i s  material aspect ,  e i t h e r  the 
apostola te ,  o r  the  family o f  t h e  apos t l e  w i l l  suffer .  

d)  The l a y  apos t l e  is c a l l e d  t o  constant ly  renew t h e  temporal 
s t r u c t u r e s  in  soc ie ty ,  but how does one come t o  know the  kind of adjus t -  
ments t h a t  must be made, and & must t h i s  be ef fec ted?  How does one 
dream of  the  a l t e rna t ive?  How can one be sure  t h a t  the  a l t e r n a t i v e  is 
b e t t e r  and t h a t  it w i l l  work, s o  t h a t  one dares t o  propose i t ?  

There must be a Chr i s t i an  Cornunity which lmdertakes to e s t a b l i s h  and 
run p r o j e c t s  of its own s i z e  i n  as many spheres as poss ib le  ( soc ia l ,  
c u l t u r a l ,  economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  e t c .  which, l i k e  a demomf ia t ion  p l o t ,  
w i l l  serve t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  nonns,the way s t ruc tu res  can be adjus ted  i n  the  
l a r g e r  socie ty .  

W O R  ASPECTS OF THE L A Y  EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY 
W H I G 3  IS CALLED FOR BY OUR TIMES: 

There should be es tabl ished i n  every diocese, and where poss ib le  i n  
every p a r i s h ,  A LAY EVANGELICAL C O M N I T Y ,  i n  which member famil ies  {and 
t h e  s i n g l e  people who choose t o  jo in  them as w e l l  a s  p r i e s t s  a M  re l ig ious )  
bind themselvee, without in ju ry  t o  t h e  family un i t ,  with a kind of  
covenant t o  dedicate themselves t o  t h e  weifate,  temporal Md s p i r i t u a l ,  o f  
one another; and a s  a community pledge themselves t o  spend t h e i r  lives, 
t a l e n t s  and possession6 f o r  t h e  task  of building the  Kingdom of Godt and 
to be always a t  t h e  d isposal  of the  Universal Church. 

The major aspects  of the  l a y  evangelical  commmity w i l l  be t h a t  

- Member families w i l l  together  undertake the  respons ib i l i ty  t o  help  one 
another a s  individuals  and a s  famil ies  to  overthrow the  s e l f i s h  ego from 
t h e  heart of every member, and a s s i s t  one another t o  grow on a journey 
t o  reach t h e  fu l lness  and maturi ty of the  S p i r i t  a s  individuals  and a s  
community: 

- Member famil ies  w i l l  together  undertake the respons ib i l i ty  t o  c a r e  f o r  
one another i n  a l l  aspects  o f  l i f e ,  e.g. the  procurement of income f o r  
each family and individuals ,  a decent residence,  education Of chi ldren,  
c a r e  for t h e  aged and t h e  s i c k ,  etc.  

- Member famil ies  w i l l  together  undertake, i n  co-operation with a l l  o ther  
men of good w i l l ,  t h e  apostola te  t o  const ruct  and constant ly  renew t h e  
temporal order according t o  t h e  designs of t h e  Almighty God, a s  f a r  a s  
it i s  i n  t h e i r  power t o  do so. 

- Member famil ies  w i l l  together  undertake t o  open and run p ro jec t s  and 
en te rp r i ses  i n  as many f i e l d s  a s  they can handle whereby the cornunity 
can support i t s e l f ,  and a l s o  discover through experience the  bes t  way 
to run these  p r o j e c t s  i n  a Chr i s t i an  spirit, and eventually apply what 
they have discovered t o  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  a l a r g e r  society.  



- It is t h e  evangelical  l a y  canmunity which w i l l  be in t h e  b e s t  pos i t ion  
to form t h e  consciences, a t t i t u d e s  and p r a c t i c a l  v i r t u e s  of the 
profess ional  doctor,  educator, s o c i a l  worker, p o l i t i c i a n ,  businessman, 
etc. .so t h a t  each of them is able t o  give a j u s t  and loving se rv ice  t o  
a l l  i n  the g r e a t e r  society.  

THE COMMUNITY AS A DEMONSTRATION PLOT 

a )  The establishment of such an evangelical  l a y  ~ O b u n i t y  is a 
necessary requirement f o r  preparing Chr i s t i ans  t o  meet the  challenge of 
the  world and for  t h e i r  sanc t i f i cd t ion ,  by enabling them t o  take p a r t  
e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  building up, with o t h e r  men, a more j u s t  and a more 
f r a t e r n a l  world, 

The experience of growing up and l i v i n g  i n  such a comuni ty  enables 
one t o  ass imi la te  i n  himself o r  h e r s e l f  t h e  values, t h e  cu l tu re ,  and t h e  
a r t  o f  l i v i n g  a l i f e - s t y l e  which sums up a l l  t h a t  a genuine l i f e  ought t o  
be a t  i ts  bes t  here on ear th .  

b) Pr inc ip les  of l i v i n g  w i l l  be derived from t h e  experience o f  spend- 
ing a l l  one 's  l i f e  i n  an evangelical  l ay  community: 

- The manner of  weaving in terpersonal  r e la t ionsh ips ,  
- t h e  manner i n  which famil ies  r e l a t e  t o  one another,  
- t h e  manner o f  m r k i n g  productively together t o  provide for  

t h e i r  mater ia l  needs, - t h e  manner of co-operating together  t o  reach ou t  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  
perfec t ion,  

- t h e  manner of sharing the  products of t h e i r  sweat, 
- t h e  manner of  running d i f f e r e n t  se rv ice  i n s t i t u t i o n s  such a s  a 

model school, hosp i t a l ,  e tc . . .  
- t h e  manner of running different  xoduct ive  indus t r i e s  such a s  

fac tory ,  p r i n t i n g ,  e t c . . . i n  model form, - t h e  manner of reaching decisions by a l l ,  
- t h e  manner of self-government i n  t h e i r  own c m u n i t y .  - t h e  manner o f  using l e i s u r e  time, - t h e  manner o f  experiencing the  r ichness  of l i f e  i t s e l f  i n  

t h e  comunity, 
- the  manner of observing t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  evolve i n  t h e  

community, e t c ,  e t c , . . .  

A l l  t h i s  contr ibutes  t o  the  formation o f  every member i n  t h e  comuni ty  
and enables one t o  play a p a r t  i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  socie ty  i f  required.  

That is why it i s  imperative t o  e s t a b l i s h  such communities. 

c )  The existence of such a comuni ty  i n  any l o c a l i t y  serves  a s  an 
insp i ra t ion  t o  a l l  who witness it, t o  apprecia te  t h e  meaning o f  l i f e  here 
on earth:  

It could be a cause f o r  hope f o r  many who would otherwise despa i r  o f  
l i f e ;  

It is by such a comuni ty  t h a t  Fa i th  i n  God is bound t o  be kept  a l i v e  
on e a r t h ,  f o r  it i s  ' l i g h t '  and ' s a l t '  i n  t h e  world. 



It is in these three  senses described above (a ,b ,c)  t h a t  t he  
evangelical  lay  comnunity is ca l l ed  A Demonstration P lo t .  

TKE NEW CREATE 

The richness o r  t h e  fu l lness  of t h e  l iv ing  Chris t ian  Community is 
not the sum t o t a l  of t he  lives 05 a l l  t he  members of it. The fu l lness  of - 
such a comunity is  God himself who makes it h i s  own habitat ion.  He comes 
and abides i n  t h e i r  midst and thus  transforms them i n t o  a New Creation. 
Their  manner of l i v ing  and act ing goes f a r  beyond what humans can be of 
themselves and do of  themselves. After  experiencing l i f e  i n  such a 
comunity,  one understands and r e l i she s  the  following l i n e s  from Isa iah 
60:  2-3: 

"@a you the Lord shal l  dam, 
And i n  you h i s  splendor shall be revealed; 
Your l ight  shaZZ guide the GentiZes on the i r  path, 
and kings shall  walk in  your brightness" 

Every member i n  t he  comunity experiences the  presence of  God: 

"And no longer shall each man teach his  neighbour and 
each h i s  brother, saying, 'Kzow the Lord', for they 
shall a22 knaw me, porn thc leas t  of them to the greatest ,  
says the Lord;" (Jeremiah 31: 34) 

Establishing such an evangelical  l ay  community is not thus a question 
of j u s t  organizing soc i a l  r e la t ionsh ips ,  o r  sk i l l f u lne s s  i n  pu t t ing  up 
f a i r  economic and p o l i t i c a l  s t ruc tu res ,  but  it is  a qucstion of responding 
to the designs o f  God, o f  allowing ourselves t o  be guided by h i s  hand, and 
being f i l l e d  with h i s  grace. It is put t ing ourselves i n  a posi t ion where 
it becomes poss ible  t o  receive h i s  imprint ,  l i k e  the  wax receives  the 
stamp of a s ea l .  

Why have w e ,  a l l  during h i s t o ry ,  been denying people i n  a married 
State t he  chance o f  enjoying the  ful lness  of l i f e  i n  the Holy S p i r i t  given 
to those wlm l i v e  i n  community? Why have we imagined t h a t  family people 
a r e  incapable of renouncing p r iva te  ownership of t h e i r  property fo r  the  
kingdom of  God, and assuming therefore ,  t h a t  they a r e  not ca l l ed  t o  
evangelical  wmwn l i f e ?  

Because of this we have been preaching t o  them a diminished gospel. 
never appealing t o  them t o  surrender themselves, i n  a total-self-giving- 
love, i n  the hands of t h e i r  neighbows for  the  sake of building the  
kingdom of God. 

Now w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  p r ac t i c a l l y  speaking by l i v i n g  i n  such 
evangelical  communities t ha t  t h e  lay persons w i l l  be ecabled t o  f u l f i l l  
the vocation fo r  which God created thtm, namely t o  reconstruct  a more j u s t  
world. There is  no short-cut o r  cheaper way of being e f fec t ive  i n  t he  
work of sanct i fy ing the  world. 



The New Cal l  i s  Addressed t o  A l l :  The c a l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  evangelical  l a y  
communities i s  a c a l l  t o  give the 

church a new face. It  is, the re fo re ,  not a work t o  be achieved by a few 
people, a s m a l l  group, o r  by one Congregation. I t  is too enormous a work 
t o  be undertaken by only one Congregation, o r  even a number of groups i n  
t h e  f r inge  o f  the Church. What is required is a concerted e f f o r t  by a l l  
t h e  a c t i v e  members of the  Church. Neither is it a work of one charism 
alone. The charisms ex i s t ing  i n  a l l  kinds of orders ,  congregations,move- 
ments, and organiza t ions  i n  t h e  Church must co-perate t o  b r ing  evangelical  
l ay  communities i n t o  existence.  The aim should be t o  have eventual ly one 
such community i n  every pa r i sh ,  t h e  whole world over. 

Obviously, it should be c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  cannot be a shor t -  
term one. But alongside a l l  o t h e r  short-term e f f o r t s  t h a t  must be 
continued and expanded, t h i s  i s  a unicc~? long-term p r o j e c t  which must 
slowly emerge t o  so lve  innumerable s o c i a l  problems, a s  it were, na tura l ly .  
The problem i s  a r e  we going t o  s t a r t ?  

How Do We S t a r t ?  I t  sHould be noted, and perhaps s t r e s sed ,  t h a t  we a r e  
not supposed t o  s t a r t  from zero. There a r e  a l ready a 

number of  groups i n  every continent  who a r e  dedicated t o  t h e  work of  
bui ld ing such cornun i t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  modalities.  Now i n s t e a d  of t r e a t -  
ing them a s  e f f o r t s  on t h e  periphery o f  t h e  Church, we should give them a 
hand i n  every way poss ib le ,  l e a r n  from them, and mul t ip ly  these  e f f o r t s  
t o  cover t h e  whole world. 

I n t e g r i e r t e  Gemeinde: I have been lucky t o  be i n  c l o s e  contac t  wi th  one 
such comuni ty ,  c a l l e d  "Die I n t e g r i e r t e  Gemeinde" 

i n  West Germany, which has es tabl i shed i t s e l f  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Munich, and 
is extending i ts  branches i n  the  towns o f  Hagen towards t h e  north and 
Wangen i n  the  south. Although they a r e  s t i l l  a very small  community of 
about 40 famil ies  and about 400 people on t h e  whole, it i s  amzing  t o  
witness t h e  total-self-giving-love t h a t  r a d i a t e s  joy and contentment, 
t h e i r  co-operation i n  a l l  t h e i r  .undertakings, and t h e i r  l i v e  p a r t i c i p a t -  
ion i n  t h e  l i tu rgy .  Their  small i n d u s t r i e s  and s e r v i c e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
already begin t o  show s igns  of addressing themselves t o  solving a number 
of  O u r  prevail in^ s o c i a l  problems. One longs f o r  t h e  time when t h i s  under- 
taking can be mult ipl ied.  

Is This Proposal Worthy of Consideration? The purpose of these  few l i n e s  
is t o  ask i f  it could be -- ~ ~~-~~ - 

poss ib le  fo r  present  day a p o s t l e s  belonging t o  d i f f e r e n t  movements. 
organiza t ions ,  congregations, t o  give t h i s  proposal of bui ld ing evangel ica l  
l a y  comm1mities ser ious  considerat ion? 

And if so, how could it be persued? 

Rome, May 1982 



S O C I A L  ANALYSIS:  ONE YEAR LATER 

Peter  Henriot,  SJ. 

The widespread i n t e r e s t  i n  s o c i a l  ana lys i s  among groups working f o r  
s t r u c t u r a l  change can be seen a s  ah ind iaa t ion  o f  

t h e  growing soph i s t i ca t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  movement, a s  w e l l  as a 
comment on the seriousness of t h e  s o c i a l  c r i s i s  we face na t iona l ly  and 
in te rna t iona l ly .  Cornunity groups, j u s t i c e  and peace centers ,  r e l i g i o u s  
congregations, dioceses,  educationdl i h s t i t u t i o n s ,  and o the r  groups a r e  
moving beyand ad hoe, pragmatic approaches t o  s o c i a l  i s sues  toward more 
systemic responses which requ i re  deepek ana lys i s  of roo t  causes,  dominant 
s t r u c t u r e s ,  h i s t o t i c a l  p a t t e r n s ,  e t c .  They a r e  d r a m  i n  t h i s  d i rec t ion  
by t h e  growing challenge t o  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic well-being 
posed by budget p r i o r i t i e s ,  g loba l  i n s e c u r i t i e s ,  and increasing mil i tar ism. 

Future Direct ions:  A s  w e  have engaged i n  s o c i a l  ana lys i s  workshops and 
p r o j e c t s  over t h e  p a s t  year ,  c e r t a i n  lessons have 

come home t o  us and shape our  d i rec t ions  f o r  the  fu ture .  These include 
t h e  following: 

1. I t  is very important t o  examine t h e  presupposi t ions brought t o  any 
s o c i a l  analys is .  These a r e  the  values,  t h e  "biases" ,  which shape our 
approach and inf luence  its outcome. They a r e  " the  quest ions behind t h e  
quest ions" w e  ask  i n  our ana ly t i c  approach. 

2. Related t o  t h e  f i r s t  lesson is t h e  observation t h a t  although there  
is no s p e c i f i c  "Christ ian s o c i a l  analys is"  (an "answer," i f  you w i l l ,  t o  
"Marxist s o c i a l  analys is")  the re  is a s e t  of "Christ ian biases" which we 
brLng t o  any ana lys i s  we do. For example, t h e  Chr i s t i an  "option f o r  t h e  
poor" means t h a t  we look a t  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  "from the  underside", i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  asking what is happening t o  the  marginated and oppressed i n  
society.  

3. The importance o f  cuZture cannot b e  overemphasized i n  a s o c i a l  
ana lys i s  which aims t o  a s s i s t  s o c i a l  change. The economic, p o l i t i c a l  and 
s o q i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of s o c i e t y  a r e  key, bu t  it is cu l tu re  which is t h e  
c a r r i e r  of meaning and t h e  shaper of values. Analysis which overlooks 
c u l t u r a l  elements, o r  simply reduces such elements t o  consequsnces o f  
economic o r  p o l i t i c a l  arrangements, i s  inadequate a t  b e s t ,  misleading a t  
worst. 

4. The approach of s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  is found t o  be cont rovers ia l .  
Because it r e v e a l s  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  and tensions,  some w i l l  accuse it of 
causing these  tensions.  Because it unmasks myths and ideologies ,  o the r s  
w i l l  accuse it of being negative and des t ruct ive .  But ana lys i s  i s  simply 
a too l  f o r  g e t t i n g  a more complete and accura te  p i c t u r e  of r e a l i t y .  When 
t h a t  r e a l i t y  is m r k e d  by s o c i a l  problems, t h e  ana lys i s  can ha rd ly  avoid 
being controvers ia l  t o  some. 

5. There is a growing demand f o r  very p r a c t i c a l  "how-to" approaches 
t o  s o c i a l  analys is .  For example, how does one go about s o c i a l  analys is  of  
a s p e c i f i c  l o c a l  s i t m t i o n :  what s t e p s  does one take  t o  show a n a l y t i c  l i n k s  
between l o c a l  and global  s i t u a t i o n s ?  One caution:  we must not  expect more 



of s o c i a l  ana lys i s  then it has  t o  o f f e r .  It i s  n o t  a "simple-three-step" 
so lu t ion  t o  problems. Good ana lys i s  opens eyes; w e  need e f f e c t i v e  plan- 
ning t o  respond t o  what w e  see. 

6. F ina l ly ,  w e  a r e  learning everyday t h e  Lesson of t h e  need t o  o f f e r  
a l t e r n a t i v e  analyses t o  those  cu r ren t ly  guiding our na t ional  and i n t e r -  
na t ional  po l i c i e s .  I f  progressive s o c i a l  forces  are " re t rea t ing"  today 
i n  t h e  face of neo-conservative and right-wing p o l i t i c a l  c o a l i t i o n s ,  p a r t  
of t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  r a l l y  support l i e s  i n  inadequate and unappealing 
analyses of  what a i l s  our society.  W e  need t o  point  t o  d i f f e r e n t  explan- 
a t i o n s  of  the economic crisis then t h a t  o f fe red  by "supplyside" theore t -  
i c i ans ;  d i f f e r e n t  understandings of s o c i a l  problems than "blaming the 
victim"; and d i f f e r e n t  reasons for  p o l i t i c a l  powerlessness than "big  
government. " 

- end - 

Reference: CENTER FOCUS, News from t h e  CENTER OF CONCERN, Issue  45,  
September 1981. (Extrac ts  from a repor t )  . 

DIALOGUE WITH ISLAM: TANZANIA 

(The Religious Superiors '  Association of  Tanzania (R.S.A.T.) 
held a Seminar on Islam on the 19th and 20th May 1982. The 
following recommendations were accepted by t h e  conference a t  
the conclusion of t h e  Seminar). 

1. Having recognized t h e  need f o r  much more information concerning Islam, 
w e ,  a s  members of  RSAT, s t rongly  recommend t h a t  more such Seminars and 

longer Seminars be o f fe red  t o  Major Superiors ,  bro thers ,  sisters, t o  
r e l i g i o u s  and diocesan p r i e s t s ,  by Fr .  P e t e r  Smith, WF., J-M. Gaudeul. WF, 
and Fr. Michael Milunga. A t  times, Muslim bre thren  could be i n v i t e d  to 
address such Seminars. 

N.B. From 1st t o  10th December, 1982, a t  Kipalapala, t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
Seminar on ' Is lam i n  Tanzania' opened t o  r e l i g i o u s  and Diocesan p r i e s t s ,  
t o  r e l i g i o u s  Brothers and S i s t e r s .  RSAT members a r e  inv i t ed  t o  send 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v . ~ ;  tc, t h e  Seminar. 

2. RSAT members would a l s o  favour t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of following such Seminars 
and o the r s  with members of  t h e  Episcopal Conference. I t  would be an 

exce l l en t  way t o  keep up and maintain good r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  Bishops. 

3. The RSAT Conference a l s o  recommends t h a t  t h e  Department fo r  Islam a t  
t h e  Tanzania Episcopal Conference (TEC) S e c r e t a r i a t  be revived t o  inform 

Bishops and a l l  Church personnel on Islam and t o  suggest  ways and means of 
fos te r ing  good r e l a t i o n s  with Islam. The name of Fr. Michael Plilunga is 
here  mentioned. 

4.  The Conference a l s o  recommends t h a t  Seminars on Islam be sponsored by 
both TEC and RSAT. 

5. RSAT i s  a l s o  re spec t fu l ly  asking t h e  Bishops t o  send more of  t h e i r  
p r i e s t s  and sisters t o  s p e c i a l i z e  on Islam f o r  ins tance  a t  the  I.P.E.A. 

P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Rome. 
- end - 
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TOWARDS A GREATER UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PLIGHT OF THE DISABLED 

Kevin Doheny, CSSp 

Introduction 

I have j u s t  completed a round t r i p  from Lusaka t o  Swaziland, Lesotho, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe and home again. I t  was an e f f o r t  t o  s e e  what caold be 
done f o r  Refugees and f o r  Disabled. I should l i k e  f i r s t  of  all t o  take 
t h e  case of t h e  Disabled i n  those countries.  

A s c i e n t i f i c  survey has been made i n  one of  these  countr ies  which 
reveals  t h a t  the re  i e  about 2% of  the population suffer ing from severe 
handicaps, and a much l a rge r  percentage of  less disabled (depending on 
your d e f i n i t i o n ) .  The f indings a r e  not  y e t  re leased,  and of  course it i s  
necessary t o  def ine  t h e  use of t h e  words SEVEWLY DISABLED. 

The survey defined d i s a b i l i t y  a s  "A PHYSICAL OR MENTAL CONDITION 
WHICH MAKES IT DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE P ~ S O N  CONCERNED M FULFILL 
HIS OR HER N O W L  ROLE I N  SCCIETY." 

The l a r g e s t  qroup of  people with d i s a b i l i t i e s  s u f f e r  from some form 
of l i m b  impairment, e i t h e r  the  l o s s  o f  an arm o r  a l eg  o r  l o s s  of  function 
of arm o r  leg. The second l a r g e s t  group cons i s t s  of those who a r e  b l ind  
o r  p a r t i a l l y  b l ind.  The t h i r d  group b e l o n g s t o t h o s e  who s u f f e r  from 
mental re tardat ion.  The causes are many - disease ,  accidents ,  abnormal 
pregnancies and b i r t h s .  Whatever the cause, t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  2% of 
the  population s u f f e r  from se r ious  d i s a b i l i t y  i n  Africa,  and many more 
from less se r ious  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

The e f f o r t s  of Cheshire Homes i n  Africa: Cheshire ~ o m e s  have been 
es tab l i shed  i n  severa l  coun t r i e s  

i n  Africa and they continue t o  expand. This In te rna t iona l  Foundation 
provides a s t r a t e g y  f o r  reaching out  t o  t h e  Disabled. This  s t r a tegy  i s  
based on t h e  p r i n c i p a l  of community care ,  and i f  properly understood can 
be used i n  any soc ie ty ,  i n  any e thn ic  group, by any r e l i g i o n ,  on any p a r t  
o f  t h e  globe. 

Divers i f i ca t ion  i n  t h e  way of operat ing is  welcome provided the  bas ic  
philosophy is respected. It  is Group Captain Leonard Cheshire 's  conviction 
t h a t  on-ly t h e  l o c a l  people and a u t h o r i t i e s  can and should decide what type 
of care is  Fmportant i n  t h e i r  own country and t h a t  t h e  Home should c a t e r  
f o r  t h a t  need. 

The Minister of Socia l  Welfare i n  Zimbabwe s a i d  a t  t h e  opening 
ceremony Of t h e  f i r s t  Cheshire Home i n  Zimbabwe t h a t  t h e  p r inc ip les  of the  
Cheshire Rome a r e  i n  l i n e  with t h e  most -ern thinking on Socia l  Welfare 
and are i n  p e r f e c t  agreement with t h e  policy of t h e  Government of Zimbabwe. 



Community projects: Cheshire Homes are community based p r o j e c t s ,  involv- 
i n g  a l l  Sectors  of the community, and br inging t h a t  

community together  i n  a wonderful way. They b r ing  the r i c h  i n  contac t  
with the poor r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  each need the  o the r  - the r i c h  needs t h e  
poor a s  much as t h e  poor needs t h e  r i ch .  'No one who wants to he lp  is 
debarred from the  Society,  ne i the r  is he/she inh ib i t ed  by s o c i a l  b a r r i e r s ,  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o r  colour d i f ferences .  

One of the  g r e a t e s t  examples of this can be seen i n  Zimbabwe, where 
u n t i l  1981 a b i t t e r  war was fought between t h e  black and white population. 
The war over, Cheshire Homes went i n t o  he lp  with programmes f o r  the  d i s -  
abled and now t h e i r  Committees a r e  a mixture of a l l  colours ,  creeds 
d i f f e r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  views, Churches and denominations, t h e  r i c h  and the  
poor, t h e  weak and the  strong.  

The f i r s t  Home was opened i n  Baines Avenue on May 14th. 1982. by 
M r s .  S a l l y  Mugabe, wife o f  the  Prime Minister  i n  t h e  presence of approxi- 
mately 300 people of a l l  r aces  and b e l i e f s .  The 10 res iden t s  were a l s o  
of d i f f e r e n t  races, creeds  and p o l i t i c a l  views. This community p r o j e c t  
i s  a wonderful example i n  a small way t o  the  world, where people quickly 
fo rge t  t h e i r  d i f f e rences  and face r e a l i s t i c a l l y  t h e  problems of t h e i r  
s o c i e t y  and with goodwill bury the  past .  

How much involvement i s  required on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Community? I n  
the  framework of the  philosophy of the Cheshire Foundation it i s  t h e  
community which decides everything - t he  p r i o r i t y  needs, t h e  t a r g e t  groups 
t o  be helped, t h e  co-ordination w i t h  Government, t h e  management committee. 
t h e  s t a f f ,  e t c .  Some communities may decide t o  accept  d isabled  chi ldren .  
o t h e r s  t o  help a d u l t s ,  and o the r s  t o  assist e l d e r l y  d e s t i t u t e  d isabled  
people. Some Homes are f o r  physica l ly  d isabled ,  o the r s  for  mentally 
disabled.  Most o f  them i n  Afr ica  a r e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  cen t res ,  genera l ly  
f o r  young physica l ly  disabled.  

The r o l e  of the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  fotmdation: The Cheshire Foundation has 
been in exis tehce  1948, 

and has accumulated know-how, e x p e r t i s e  resources,  people from many 
d i f f e r e n t  coun t r i e s  and environments. The bas ic  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  shared bu t  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  may d i f f e r  widely, according t o  t h e  l o c a l  condit ions 
and requirements. The Foundation the re fo re  o f f e r s  uniquely expert  advice. 
experienced people a t  the  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  (present ly  t h e r e  a r e  two such 
people helping - one i n  Uganda, t h e  o t h e r  i n  zimbabwe). I n i t i a l  f inanc ia l  
a s s i s t ance  is  a l s o  given, bu t  l imi ted ,  because t h e  Foundation has f a i t h  
i n  t h e  value of s e l f  su f f i c i ency .  

Running cos ts :  ( a )  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the  running cos t  is on t h e  
shoulders of the  community, and not  on a foreign body. 

Even i f  money were a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  Foundation would do harm t o  t h e  cornunity 
aspect  o f  t h e  p ro jec t  i f  it were t o  p u t  money con t inua l ly  i n t o  the running 
cos ts .  Cheshire Homes should not  the re fo re  look ou t s ide  f o r  such expenses. 
r a t h e r  it should a c t i v a t e  t h e  dynamic forces  within the  community. I t  is 
the re fo re  necessary t o  have a dynamic committee which is t r u l y  represent -  
a t i v e  o f  the l o c a l  community and not  j u s t  a group of e x p a t r i a t e s  who want 
t o  do something t h e i r  way. 



(b)  The In te rna t iona l  Foundation of Cheshire Homes has .es tabl ished 
200 Homes around t h e  world on t h e  p r inc ipa l  t h a t  each one looks a f t e r  its 
own t a r g e t  groups of disabled.  The Central  T r u s t  could not hope t o  f inance 
a l l  the  Homs, even i f  it wanted t o  do so. It would have t o  r a i s e  enormous 
funds and it would be aga ins t  i ts  own philosophy of community ca re  and s e l f  
suff ic iency.  

Cheshire Homes and t h e  Churches: I have found among Church leaders  a g r e a t  
concern and sympathy f o r  t h e  disabled,  

but  they do no t  know how to t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  concern i n t o  act ion.  Many 
Bishops a r e  preoccupied about meeting so  many needs t h a t  t h e  disabled a r e  
sometimes l e f t  f o r  a l a t e r  day. As one Bishop from Nigeria sa id ,  it w a s  
not u n t i l  t h e  c i v i l  war came t h a t  h e  turned h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p l i g h t  
of  t h e  disabled.  

The Cheshire Homes o f f e r  a s t r a t e g y  t o  t h e  Bishops/Church leaders  t o  
be involved through community p a r t i c i p a t h n .  This r e l i e v e s  them of t h e  
burden of  financing and s t a f f i n g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c e n t r e s  and homes f o r  
disabled.  Many have expressed t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  having m e t  Group Capt. 
Cheshire and f o r  t h e  method which evolved from t h e  Cheshire concept. The 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  on-going se rv ice  i s  not theirs any longer, b u t  
belongs t o  t h e  community, while they can give it invaluable support i n  s o  
many d i f f e r e n t  ways - s t a f f ,  occasional  in jec t ions  of ass is tance ,  moral 
support,  p u b l i c i t y  i n  pas to ra l  letters, sermons, e t c .  I have found a g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  among CF-mh leaders/Bishops i n  Africa. It is  f o r  many an answer 
t o  a deep concerr~ f o r  t h e  disabled.  

Cheshire Homes and In te rna t iona l  Donor Agencies: To g e t  a p r o j e c t  o f f  the  
ground it is necessary 

t o  l ink  t h e  l o c a l  community with the  in te rna t iona l  community. The l o c a l  
committee may be for tunate  t o  g e t  unused buildings,  however modest, s o  a s  
to make a s t a r t .  In my experience I have seen committees acquiring unused 
buildings from Churches ( a s  in Mongu, Zambia), from o ther  welfare s o c i e t i e s  
who no longer need them, a s  i n  t h e  case o f  Lusaka, Zambia and Limuru, 
Kenya. On occasion a Government may he lp  with a bu i ld ing  b u t  such good 
fortune does no t  always come our way. It is  general ly necessary t o  ask 
ass i s t ance  abroad f o r  p a r t  of the c a p i t a l  inputs. One f i n d s  among the 
l o c a l  businessmen a wil l ingness t o  supply mater ia l  a t  c o s t  o r  a loan of 
machinery, etc. Donor agencies have helped a g r e a t  deal  i n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  
Cheshire Homes t o  g e t  es tabl ished i n  Africa by providing c a p i t a l  c o s t s  f o r  
some of t h e  buildings.  I f  a t  a l l  poss ib le  we do n o t  ask for  running cos ts .  

-a My advice t o  committees who undertake such a community 
p r o j e c t  i s  t o  plan c a r e f u l l y  f o r  t h e  fu ture ,  go slowly 

in t h e  beginning, c a l c u l a t e  your s t r eng th  a s  you proceed, and don ' t  expect 
p e r f e c t  s i t u a t i o n s  before  making a beginning. As one Head of a Home s a i d  
"we had p r a c t i c a l l y  nothing i n  t h e  beginning, but  w e  s t ruggled hard, and 
now we love t h e  Home a l l  the  more, because we grew up with it". It is t h e  
shar ing of t h e  s t rugg le  with t h e  disabled t h a t  i s  important. Se t  a r e a l -  
i s t ic  t a r g e t  and plan t h e  s t rugg le  t o  achieve it. 

Explore a l l  ava i l ab le  resources on t h e  ground - l o c a l  manpower, 
mater ia ls ,  unused property,  t h e  business community, t h e  Churches. t h e  
Service Clubs. It is necessary t o  have a genuine l o c a l  base with l o c a l  
people. The growth should be l i k e  t h a t  of a na tu ra l  family. 



Opting f o r  t h e  poor: Many Chr i s t i an  writers nowadays would have u s  abandon 
the  r i c h ,  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  with t h e  poor. 

This t o  me i s  an exaggeration and w i l l  only widen t h e  gap between r i c h  and 
poor. What we s b u l d  be s t r i v i n g  f o r  i s  to  narrow t h e  gap, and this can 
only be done by involving t h e  r i c h  i n  t h e  problems of t h e  poor, by c rea t -  
i n g  an understandlng. Many go so f a r  a s  t o  say the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Church 
has f a i l e d  the  pocr  o r  compromised t h e  poor. ThLs may be t r u e  i n  some 
ins tances ,  but by and l a rge  t h i s  i s  not  t h e  case. The Church is genuinely 
seeking a way t o  serve t h e  poor, b u t  does nut always know how. Why not  
involve t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Church i n  au then t i c  pzogrammes involving the 
most vulnerable people - the refugees, t h e  disabled, t h e  people i n  t h e  
ghet tos ,  t h e  squa t t e r s?  This  is t h e  approach o f  Mother Teresa, and of 
Group Capt. Leonard Cheshire. 

W e  must seek t o  break down t h e  b a r r i e r s ,  t o  c r e a t e  g r e a t e r  under- 
s tanding and awareness, and while shar ing  t h e  l i f e - s t y l e  of t h e  poor, no t  
abandon t h e  r i c h  and leave t h e m  out. Otherwise we deny them a chance of 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  work and r e j e c t  the  goodness o f  those who a r e  fortun- 
a t e  t o  be economically solvent .  W e  exclude them from sharing t h e i r  good 
fortune with t h e  poor and from even knowing t h e  problems of t h e  poor. I 

bel ieve  we should concentrate on bui ld ing bridges,  not  j u s t  s i t t i n g  on 
one bank looking over a t  t h e  o the r s  and deploring t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  

It i s  easy t o  denounce and condemn. Is it not  b e t t e r  t o  s t r u g g l e  t o  
- in f luence  by word and example, by kindness and s impl ic i ty ,  by firmness and 
by perseverance? A w r i t e r ,  whose a r t i c l e  I enjoyed, pu t s  he r  point  o f  
view r a t h e r  fo rc ib ly  ( c f .  Sedos 82/No. 7 of Idlay lst, 1982, page 131): 
"When t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Church f a i l s  t o  be t h e  "Church of t h e  poor" w e  
make a mockery o f  C h r i s t ,  who came i n  u t t e r  s impl ic i ty" .  I have n o t  found 
t h i s  "mockery" prevalent  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Church i n  Afr ica  and where 
it does e x i s t ,  we should seek t o  r ed ress  it by bui ld ing br idges  i n  a 
p r a c t i c a l  way, r a t h e r  than by denunciation. O u r  Lord made t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between r i ches  and the  r i c h  man. "And there was a man named Zacchaeus: 
he was a chief  t a x  coZZector and r i ch  and he sought t o  see who Jesus was ... Zaccheus m k e  haste and come down for I must stay a t  your house today" 
(Lk 19.2).  

Cheshire Home, Box 0059 
Lusaka, Zambia, 14.6.1982 

(Group Captain L. Cheshire VC OM DFC DSO has been made a Knight Grand 
Cross Of the  Order of S t .  Gregory t h e  Great  i n  recognit ion of h i s  servLees 
t o  handicapped people throughout t h e  world. It i s  t h e  h ighes t  award o f  
the  Catholic  Church and Group Capt. Cheshire is t h e  t h i r d  person i n  England 
t o  r ece ive  it. Lady Ryder o f  Warsaw, Group Captain Cheshire 's  wife,  and a 
Trus tee  of t h e  Leonard Cheshire Foundation, was awarded t h e  Pro Eccles ia  e t  
P o n t i f i c e  f o r  he r  work w i t h  d isabled  and disadvantaged people. This  i s  t h e  
h ighes t  Papal award open t o  women). 

Further  reading: The Hidden World by Group Capt. Leonard Cheshire Published 
in  1981. 



MURDER OF BROTHER JAMES MILLER 

(HERMANO SANTI AGO) GUATEMALA 

Bmther Paul J o s l i n ,  FSC 

Brother James M i l l e r ,  FSC, of t h e  Brothers of  t h e  Chr is t ian  Schools 
was k i l l e d  a t  4.30 p .m. ,  Saturday, February 13, i n  t h e  c i t y  of 
Huehuetenango, i n  t h e  northwest corner of Guatemala. 

Brother James, c a l l e d  Hermano Santiago during a l l  the years i n  which 
he served a s  a dedicated missionary i n  Central  America, was s h o t  down by 
t h r e e  unident i f ied  men who opened f i r e  on him as they walked through t h e  
s t r e e t .  The murderers then escaped through the downtown s t r e e t s  of t h e  
s m a l l  Guatemalan c i t y .  They !?ave no t  y e t  been iden t i f i ed .  

Brother Miller, who a t  t h a t  moment had been repa i r ing  a wall of t h e  
D e  La  Salle Indian House, was s t ruck  by severa l  b u l l e t s  i n  the  ches t  and 
i n  the  neck and f e l l  mortal ly wounded. An American S i s t e r  nurse who 
works i n  the  hosp i t a l  of t h e  c i t y  of Huehuetenango a r r ived  a t  t h e  scene 
some moments l a t e r  and found t h a t  Brother Santiago had expired. 

Extrac ts  from the l e t t e r  of Brother Johnston, V.G. t o  h i s  confreres:  A 
few 

days ago I returned from t h e  funeral  services  of  Brother James (my former 
student)  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  and from a shor t  v i s i t  with t h e  Brothers i n  
Guatemala. Brothers, I am sure you a r e  already aware of what Brother Paul 
c a l l s  " the  general cl imate of  violence i n  Guatemala". More than 13,000 
people have been k i l l e d  s i n c e  1978. In  1981 murders averaged 300 a month. 
This year the f igure  w i l l  possibly b e  higher. With e lec t ions  scheduled 
f o r  March 7, t h e  violence has increased and, i f  t h e  t r a g i c  predic t ions  
are  v a l i d ,  w i l l  continue to increase f o r  some months t o  come. 

Brother Santiago Miller was sub-director  of t h e  D e  L a  S a l l e  Indian 
Center i n  Huehuetenango. Here t h e  Brothers work with 150 descendants of  
the  once g rea t  Mayan c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Today most of t h e  nat ive  Guatemalans, 
Who c o n s t i t u t e  the major i ty  of the population, are reduced t o  a l i f e  of  
poverty, malnutri t ion,  ignorance, and sense of i n f e r i o r i t y  nourished by 
b l a t a n t  racism. Our program a t  t h e  DLS Indian Center is designed t o  help 
the  young na t ive  Guatemalans t o  be proud of  t h e i r  magnificent he r i t age  a s  
Indians and a s  Guatemalans. Not merely boarders, they l i v e  a community 
l i f e  of f a i t h  and love. They a r e  t r a ined  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  the  center  
farm, they a r e  given i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  their own h i s t o r y  and i n  hea l th  care.  
A t  t h e  Brothers'  schoQl they prepare themselves t o  be primary school 
teachers.  Raving f in ished t h e i r  t r a in ing ,  they r e t u r n  to t h e i r  v i l l ages  
t o  teach i n  t h e i r  na t ive  language. 

Our Brothers have committed themselves t o  t h e  building of  a j u s t  
soc ie ty  i n  Guatemala. Without j u s t i c e  t ;~ere  w i l l  never be peace: " I f  you 
want peace, work for  jus t ice" .  (Paul V I )  Unfortunately, however, the re  
are  important elements i n  Guatemalan soc ie ty  today s t rong ly  opposed t o  
promotion of t h e  indigenous population, and those  engaged i n  t h i s  promotion 
a r e  frequently labeled a s  "trouble-makers" or even subversives. For t h i s  



reason I want t o  say ca tegor ica l ly  t h a t  in no way, d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  
was Brother Santiago Miller involved i n  "subversive ac t iv i ty . "  

Nevertheless, he was, and t h e  o the r  Brothers a r e ,  committed t o  t h a t  
"peaceful revolut ion" of which John Kennedy spoke twenty years  ago: 
"Those who make peaceful  revolut ion  impossible make v io len t  revolut ion 
inevi table ."  A t  t h e  b u r i a l  Mass i n  Wisconsin, Bishop Frederick Freking 
expressed b e a u t i f u l l y  our FSC commitment i n  Guatemala and i n  many o the r  
countr ies  of t h e  w r l d  today: 

"I s e e  i n  Brother James' death the witness o f  C h r i s t ' s  love, a 
witness t o  the d i g n i t y  o f  the human person, and the  r i g h t s  t o  
freedom and j u s t i c e  t h a t  should be ours. ... Today we need t o  take 
a s t and  on the  r i g h t s ,  e spec ia l ly  of the  poor. Thank God t h e r e  
a r e  people l i k e  Brother James to  do tha t . "  

Let h i s  assass ina t ion  i n s p i r e  us t o  give ourselves with ever-increas- 
ing  f a i t h  and zea l  t o  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  poor 1 )  by standing w i t h  t he  
poor, making C h r i s t ' s  loving and savinfi  presence a v i s i b l e  and e f f e c t i v e  
r e a l i t y  among them, and 2) by an in tense  and well-organized e f f o r t  t o  
s e n s i t i z e  a l l  o f  our s tudents  to t h e  oppression t h a t  e x i s t s  around them. 
t o  the  causes of  t h i s  i n j u s t i c e ,  t o  the  remedies of t h e s e  ills, and t o  a 
mmmitment t o  work f o r  a global  soc ie ty  t r u l y  responsive t o  the d i g n i t y  
of t h e  human person. 

We pray f o r  Brother James and f o r  h i s  wonderful family. We pray the  
Lord t o  give our Brothers i n  Guatemala and i n  t h e  many other  t roubled 
areas  i n  which we serve ,  an abundance of  f a i t h ,  hope, love, and courage. 
and t o  preserve them from physica l  harm. 

I c lose ,  with a quotat ion from t h e  homily which the  President  of  t h e  
U.S. Bishops' Conference preached i n  St .  Paul, Minnesota. Archbishop John 
Roach sa id .  i n  words t h a t  touched me profoundly: 

"Brother Santiago took people from t h e  h i l l s  who had no chance i n  
l i f e  and gave them a combination of knowledge and hope. Fie 
touched t h e  l i v e s  of many people.. . .I  hope t h a t  o the r s  w i l l  r i s e  
up t o  take  t h e  young by t h e  hand and l ead  them t o  freedom." 

Rome, March 2nd. 1982 

From a Statement of Archbishop John R. Roach, President  o f  the  U.S. 
Bishops' Conference - November 1981: 

A t  t h i s  moment i n  Guatemalan h i s t o r y ,  u.S. diplomacy should be 
d i rec ted  toward enhancing the  p ro tec t ion  of human r i g h t s  and 
a s s i s t i n g  the  meeting o f  bas ic  human needs, e spec ia l ly  the  need 
f o r  food and f o r  c a p i t a l  investment f o r  food production. Such a 
pol icy  w i l l  r equ i re  a c r e a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  vision;  such v i s ion  is 
not  manifested by the  provis ion  o f  m i l i t a r y  hardware i n  a 
s i t u a t i o n  already ridden with violence. W e  be l i eve  m i l i t a r y  
a s s i s t ance  should not be provided from any source o r  i n  any form. 



-. MISSIONARY MOVEMENTS I N  THE YOUNG CHURCHES 

(Extract from the J m e  1982 Assembly o f  the Pontif ical  mission- 
arZ/ Societies Pastoral Session on the PMAS and the Evangelizing 
FamiZy. Ed. ) 

I n  presenting t h e  bas i s  and the  context  f o r  t h e  study of the theme, 
Father 0. Degri jse,  National Director  o f  the  PMAS i n  Belgium, gave a 
general  panoramic view of the  growing missionary movement t h a t  is  appar- 
e n t  i n  t h e  young Churches of  Africa, Asia and Latin America, along with 
some consoling s t a t i s t i c s  on projected missionary a c t i v i t y  of  the  Church 
in  t h e  near future.  After  t h a t ,  he proposed two top ics  on which the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  were t o  focus t h e i r  r e f l e c t i o n s :  

1. What must be t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  family i n  the  p romt ion  of  
t h e  missionary Church? 

2. What is t h e  r o l e  of t h e  PMAS i n  reawakening and organizing 
t h e  missionary movement? 

On the  bas i s  of t h e  missionary ob l iga t ion  o f  the e n t i r e  Church, a s  
t h e  Second Vatican Council had emphasized. Father Degri jse affirmed t h a t  
"to speak of t h e  missionary r o l e  of  the  l a i t y  (who c o n s t i t u t e  99% of the  
m e m b e r s  of  t h e  Church) means before a l l  e l s e  t o  t a l k  about the  missionary 
r o l e  o f  t h e  family". He then reca l l ed  what "EvangeZii nuntiandim (no.71). 
"Familiaris consortio" (no. 50-54), an3 the  Message of Pope John Paul I1 
a t  PueMla say about t h e  family's minis t ry  r,f evangelizat ion.  He added, 
t h a t  famil ies must become t h e  foundation of t h e  missionary movement t h a t  
i s  now developing. 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  today, twenty years a f t e r  Vatican I1 which had exhorted 
the young Churches t o  become missionaries "ad extra",  t h e  young Churches 
have more missionary v o c a t i o n  than t h e  o l d  churches. Father Degrijse 
then gave a p ic tu re ,  i n  broad ou t l ines ,  of t h e  missionary movement i n  t h e  
young Churches (by some c a l l e d  t h e  Third Church), a movement which arose  
from Vatican I1 and was encouraged by the 1974 Synod of  Bishops on 
"Evangelization of t h e  Contemporary World", and by the r e s u l t  of  the  Synod. 
t h e  Apostolic Exhortation, "Evangelii Nmtiandi" . 

He observed t h a t  the  phenomenon of the  missionary movement is but  one 
aspect  of a f a r  broader phenomenon: t h e  s h i f t i n g  of the  cent re  of  gravi ty  
of t h e  Catholic Church from t h e  west toward the  Churches of Africa, Latin 
America, A s i a  and Oceania. A t  t h e  end of t h i s  century, 70% of  the  Catholics 
w i l l  be l i v i n g  i n  the countr ies  of  t h e  Third Church, which w i l l  a l s o  Count 
the  larger  number of  Bishops. H e  c i t e d  some examples of  the  s h i f t  f r c n  
north to south and e a s t  wi th in  t h e  Church: For some years  now, the  
majority of the  members of  t h e  Superior Council of  the  PPAS come from Third 
World countr ies ;  and t h e  same may be s a i d  of members of in te rna t iona l  
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t e s .  The J e s u i t s  have about 3,000 members i n  India ;  the  
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, some 2,000; and of  t h e  1,046 scho las t i c s  
with t h e  SM Fathers i n  1981, 716 come from t h e  Third World. 



H e  a l s o  indicated  the  p r inc ipa l  h u m  agents  of the misswncry  
awakening i n  t h e  young Churches: the  Bishops, a s  a consequence of  Vatican 
11's teaching on the bishops'  c o l l e g i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the evangeliz- 
a t i o n  of t h e  world, promoting i n i t i a t i v e s  regarding evangelizat ion "ad 
extra" considered i n  i t s  universa l  dimension; and retigious I n s t i t u t e s  
t h a t  l i v e  t h e i r  cumunitment and e c c l e s i a l  vocation. 

Missionary movement i n  Africa: Regarding t h e  missionary movement i n  
Africa,  he :indicated the  following as 

the  p r inc ipa l  motivations: t h e  words of Pope Paul V I  a t  Kampala (July  31, 
1969),  i n v i t l n g  the  African Church t o  become a c t i v e l y  missionary; t h e  
awareness of t h e  African Bishops t o  the problem of evangelizat ion "ad 
h n t e s " ,  ("ad i n t r a "  and "ad ex t ra" ) ,  a s  manifested during t h e  Assembly of 
SECAM i n  Rome (September 22-28, 1975); t h e  missionary appeal of Pope Dohn 
Paul I1 during h i s  two African ]oWneys: i n  Zaire ( t o  the  Bishops, May 3. 
19801, i n  Ghana and i n  Nigeria; t h e  growing concern shown by t h e  Episcopal 
Commissions f o r  the  Missions and by the Episcopal Conferences for  Evan- 
ge l i za t ion  "ad ext ra"  ( f o r  example, dioceses r i ch  i n  personnel a r e  
inv i t ed  t o  lend p r i e s t s  and re l ig ious  t o  o ther  poorer dioceses of t h e  same 
country o r  of o t h e r s ) ;  t h e  inter-diocesan missionary seminary, known as 
the  Society of S t .  Paul i n  Nigeria; t h e  "Apostles of Jesus",  a Congregation 
founded i n  1968, and today numbering more than 200 members land s ince  
1977. it a l s o  haa a feminine branch, t h e  "Mvangelizing S i s t e r s  Of Mary", 
with about 20 novices) ;  t h e  f lour ishing of missionary vocations i n  Zaire, 
Nigeria, Uganda, Tanzania, e t c . ,  s o  t h a t  even African diocesan congrega- 
t i o n s  have already begun t o  send missionaries t o  o ther  regions of Africa. 

I n  Asia, where missionary evangelizat ion began long before  it began i n  
Afr ica ,  t h e  following have contributed in a p a r t i c u l a r  way t o  

reawakening and strengthening t h e  movement: The appeal  of  Pope P a d  V I  
i n  Manila (1970) f o r  missionary vocations; t h e  Federation of  t h e  Episcopal 
Conferences of Asia which, a t  the  assembly o f  Apri l ,  1974, declared t h a t  
even l o c a l  Churches o t  Asia must send missionaries t o  o ther  l o c a l  Churches 
of A s i a  o r  o f  o ther  continents;  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Missionary Congiess of 
Manila (December 2-7, 1979), a most important event f o r  t h e  missionary 
consciousness awakened with regard t o  mission "ad ex t ra" .  

Regarding t h e  Phi l ippines ;  the  speaker noted t h a t  Pope John Paul I1 
s t r e s s e d  in  a very urgent way the  missionary 

vocation of the  Church of t h e  Phi l ippines  t o  t h e  continent  of Asia 
(February 17 and 22, 1981). And he reca l l ed  t h e  missionary dedicat ion o f  
t h e  Phil ippines through t h e  "Mission S,,ciety o f  t h e  Phi l ippines" ,  founded 
by the  Episcopal Conference, which already has a g r e a t  number of  F i l i p i n o  
miss ionar ies  (more than 800 r e l i g i o u s  men and women a s  wel l  a s  laymen, 
above a l l ,  married couples) .  

Regarding India,  he underlined: t h e  generous evangelizing col labora t ion of  
t h e  dioceses o f  t h e  south, r i c h  i n  personnel,  who send 

missionaries--priests ,  r e l i g i o u s  men and women--to the  needy dioceses of 
t h e  north; and t h e  two Missionary f n s t i t u t e s  of Lat in  rite: The Society o f  
the  Missionaries o f  S t .  Francis  Xavier ( m a ) ,  and t h e  Indian Missionary 
So t t e ty  (Varanasi);  t h e  841 Indian p r i e s t s  and t h e  1,213 Indian s i s t e r s ,  
missionaries i n  o ther  countr ies ,  noting p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Missionaries of  
Charity of Mother Teresa. Other s igns  of missionary awakening i n  India  a r e :  
t h e  Centre of  Study and blissionary Formation, which has been operat ing s inee  
1976 i n  Ishvani Kendra ( S V D ) ,  and the "Indian Missiological  Review" 
(Shil long,  Salesian) , founded i n  1979. 



Korea: Evidences of  t h e  missionary s p i r i t  and of  renewed missionary move- - 
ment i n  Korea are: The Korean Missionary Society f o r  Diocesan 

P r i e s t s ,  founded i n  1975 by a Bishop, under the  patronage of t h e  Episcopal 
Conference; t h e  Korean missionaries--men and women--in o the r  countr ies  and 
on o the r  continents;  t h e  e f f o r t s  f o r  missionary renewal and awakening under 
the  double aspect  of "ad intra" and "ad extra" which are being rea l i zed  i n  
these  yea rs  of preparat ion for  the  ce lebra t ion of t h e  bicentenary of  the  
Church i n  Korea (1984). 

A l s o  i n  Vietnam--which a f t e r  t h e  Phi l ippines  is t h e  country with the  
h ighes t  percentage of  nat ive p r i e s t s  and r e l i g i o u s  in Asia 

--the Bishops have f o r  years  promoted t h e  missionary s p i r i t  i n  the  Catholic 
community, organizing the  PMAS and es tab l i sh ing  (1973) t h e  Vietnam Mission- 
a ry  SoLSety. Unfortunately, the  occupation o f  South Vietnam by t h e  armed 
forues of t h e  North in 1975 have in te r rup ted  t h a t  missionary movement. 

In Lat in  America, although responding l a t e  t o  its p a r t i c u l a r  vocation, 
missionary animation and t h e  missionary movement of 

evangelizt ion "ad extra" have acquired p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e n s i t y  a f t e r  the  
plenary assembly of CELAM a t  Puebla (January 27 - February 13, 1979)--Of. 
no. 38 o f  t h e  Puebla Document. There a r e  a l s o  some missionary i n s t i t u t e s  
t h a t  have been a c t i v e  f o r  many years: t h a t  of "Misiones ~ k t r a n j e r a s  de 
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe" (Mexico, 1949), t h a t  of  t h e  "Misioneros 
Javerianos de Yarumal" (Colombia, 19271, and " L ' I s t i t u t o  E s t r e l l a  Mission- 
a r i a "  (Nova Iguacu, Braz i l ) .  

CELAM's Department f o r  t h e  Missions, t h e  Episcopal Commissions for  
t h e  Mission's, Religious I n s t i t u t e s ,  and the National Directors  of t h e  PMAS 
work i n  c U s e  col labora t ion for  increas ing missionary consciousness and 
for  t h e  missionary animation of the  pas to ra l  ministry;  t h i s ,  especia l ly  
through t h e  Lat in  American Missionary Congresses ( i n  Mexico, 1978, 1980), 
and through meetings such as t h a t  i n  Lima (February 1981), t o  implement 
the  missionary d i r e c t i v e s  of Puebla. And the re  a r e  already many hundreds 
of Latin American missionaries--for t h e  most p a r t  r e l i g i o u s  men and women 
--who work outs ide  t h e i r  own countr ies ,  and even i n  Africa and Asia. 
Brazi l ian  missionaries are more than 300. 
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