


FATHER FRANK PAUL MOODY 

(1923 - 1978) 

The d e t a i l s  of Father  Moody's t r a g i c  death have j u s t  reached us .  We 

knew h i s  many personal f r i e n d s  and those  who knew him through "Join t  

Venture" w i l l  be anxious t o  know of Father  Moody's f i n a l  hours. 

R u e  t o  h i s  cha rac te r  Father Moody had s t a t e d  o f f  t o  de l ive r  an 
Epiphany g i f t  of oranges t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  and t o  those a t  t h e  procure i n  
+he Mission of Kslemic ( z a i r e ) .  Ps he rode h i s  motorcycle through t h e  
v i l l a @ ,  - a  c h i l d  ran out  from behind a parked lo r ry .  In h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  

avoid h i t t i n g  the c h i l d ,  h i s  motorcycle overturned, and he f e l l  heavily t o  

thci,?' ,cromK. .. fiblow t o  h i s  head caused a double f r a c t u r e  of the s k u l l  as 

w e l l  as  o t h e r  ser ious  i n j u r i e s . ,  In s p i t e  of e f f o r t s  t o  save him by 
f l j r ing him t o  the  h o s p i t a l  a t  Lubumbashi, Fr: Moody died on Jan. 9th  a t  

4 a.m. 

Fr. P*?osdy's k d y  l a y  i n  s t a t e  i n  t h e  Cathedral. Throughout a l l  t h e  

morning people came t o  pray. An unknown l i t t l e  g i r l  remained weeping i n  

f ron t  o f  t h e  co f f in  f o r  an hour. A t  3 p.m. t h e  fune ra l  Mass was con- 
celebrated by h i s  c lose  f r i e n d ,  Bishop Mulolwa, along with t h e  Arch- 

bishop of Lubumbashi, I4hitc Fathers and 30 p r i e s t s .  The Cathedral was 
crowdcd with p r i e s t s ,  bro thors  , s i s t e r s ,  and laypeoplc. Everyonc was 

movcd by t h e  sympathy o f  t h e  crowd who had come t o  pray f o r  Frank who had 

died i n  a t o m  where he had never bcen before.  ?he Sales ians  providc h i s  

f i n e 1  r ~ s t i n g  place among t h e i r  50 Confreres i n  t h e i r  cemetery a t  Kabubu 

15 miles from Lubumbashi. 

Evcn t h i s  shor t  account reveals  so many th ings  t h a t  m e  associa ted  

with Fr. Moody: h i s  thoughtfulness,  h i s  wil l ingness t o  r i s k  h i s  l i f e  

r a thor  than  in ju re  another ,  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  c r c a t c  an l a s t i n g  impression 
on al l  who came i n  any type of  contact with him. It i s  c,onsoling t o  
know t h a t  h i s  many f r i e n d s  i n  various p a r t s  o f  the world were represcntcd 

by thoso p o o ~ l e  i n  t h c  Lubumbashi ca thedra l  who were moved t o  a t tend t h e  
func ra l  o f  a man they had not  known. It is i n  such moments o f  shared 
prayer  t h a t .  death is transcended. 



Sometimes we f e e l  discouraged and wonder if it i s  a l l  wort'while: people 

a r e  worthwhile; our brothers  and s i s t e r s  are worthwhile; those moments of 

r e a l i s a t i o n  a d  penetration, of l l lumlnat  ion and v e n t i l a t i o n ,  when the  

S p i r i t ' s  breath s c a t t e r s  the dross  and His l i g h t  makes aww with darkness 

- they  zre worthwhile" ( J O I N T  VENTUFB (J.V) No 6 March 1972, p.5). 

hbat everyone is t r y i n g  t o  do i s  t o  achieve SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL FCR GOD, 

something t o  be, t o  do, t o  leave behind when we pass on (J.V.13, Larch 

1974, p.49). 

T a s t i t u t i o n s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  systems gct  i n  the way. They have a tendency 

t o  become self-perpetuat ing,  even i n  t h e i r  l e a s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  aspects . .  . . 
We do nct  dialogue with i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  we dialogue with people, with 

chi ldren  of $6, f a s c i n a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  endless  d i v e r s i t y ,  admirable i n  

t h e i r  s t r i v i n g  aild courage, sometimes maddening i l l  t h e i r  inconsequence, 

lovable i n  t h e i r  iumanity and a l l  i t s  l imi t a t ions  (J.v. Sept. 72 p.36). 

Some would say  t h a t  by ca r ing  too  much about men, who are poor and hungry, 

s i c k  and ignorant ,  who su f fe r  i n s e c u r i t y  and i n d i g n i t y  and who d i e  o f t e n  

bofori  they have r e a l l y  begun t o  l i v e ,  wc take the  t ranscendenta l  out  of 
s?.lvation, we reduce it t o  worldly temporal tcrms. Nayk we do, and m a y k  

we a re  not so wrong in  t h a t ;  t h e  Son of God becoming m a n  must have m e a t  

something i n  human consequences, Hc faced them (J.V.12, B c .  1973, p.27). 

Pdaptation a d  renewal arc like a bridge;  wc can s t c p  and exmine  our 

im?.gc i n  t:lc waters  of time ?s t hey  flow benccth our f e e t ;  

'$re c ~ m  m e n  sucmmb t o  a l i t t l e  i n s i i t u t i o n a l  narc iss ism but thc  ac t ion  is 
on the  other  s i d e  (J-v.2, Mzro:~ 1971.p.9). 

And t h a t  l i f e  i s  s h o r t .  We must not  miss cur  cue;  and the audience of  the 
~ l g e l s  does not cl2.p o r  boo. .4nd when the c u r t a i n  f n l l s  we won't go home 
,?lone ( J . v . ~ ,  Mack ,  1972 p.34). We 1i,we only one c u r t a i n - c a l l ,  and when 
thc  cu r t z in  f n l l s  the re  w i l l  bo no cncarc;  t he  most a c.m hope i s  t h a t ,  

when our song is ended, tl;e me1od.y l i n g e r s  on (J.y.10, March, 1973 p.5). 



(p r in ted  i n  Pro h d i  V i t a  "centnun informationis")  

An information and research oent re  such as Pro b d i  V i t a ,  whose 

purpose it is t o  serve church leaders  in the  execution of t h e i r  t a s k ,  
qu i t e  of ten  faces  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  the  t a s k  of analys ing oomplex, unexpected, 
and i n  f a c t  unpreoedented s i t u a t i o n s .  mese  a re  t h e  consequence o f  the  

phenomenon which today we c a l l  "in6ditt ' .  

In the  present  essay we propose t o  say something about t h i s  "irt+dit'l 1 

t h i s  "not-yet-known", t h i s  "never-happened-before". It may perhaps be 
of help i n  disoussions on t h i s  important problem, which i s  always t o p i c a l  
and a l s o  extremely d i f f i o u l t .  The a t t i t u d e  t o  be taken i n  such discu- 
s s ions  must be determined by what is penanen t  i n  t h e  Gospel r eve la t ion .  

That t h i s  is not always the  o r i t e r i o n  used is due t o  a misunderstanding 

o f  the  development of m v e l a t i o n  and a lso  t o  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  whioh is 

too  t h e o r e t i o a l  o r  too  one-sided. 

For cen tu r i e s ,  Chr is t ian  l eaders ,  both c l e r i o a l  and l ay ,  thought 

t h a t  su f f io ion t  e i d e l i n e s  f o r  the  so lu t ion  of new problems a d  t h e  quest 

f o r  new ways of f a o i n g  the  fu tu re  oould be found i n  t h e  m m y  a spec t s  of 
Traditio.1. Tradi t ion  - whether t h e  Bible i t s e l f  o r  t h e  Bible as explained 
by Tradit ion ( e i t h e r  e x p l i c i t l y  expressed i n  dognatio f o m l a e  o r  in ter -  

pre ted  by the  lagis terium a d  t h e  great  schools)  - remained f o r  many 

leaders  the  d e f i n i t i v e ,  complete and s u f f i c i e n t  norm, both sc i i en t i f ioa l ly  
and p r a c t i c a l l y ,  f o r  human e t h i c s .  

&s a consequenoe, whenever something " in6di t t1  unexpectedly appeared, 
only a few leadcss were aware of it: and even then these  few were 
inol ined t o  avoid t h e  problems t h a t  arose. Tney ignored them o r  t r i e d  

t o  proteot  the  community against  such problems. It i s  only i n  t h e  f a i r l y  

reoent past t h a t  the  ool lec t ive  Chr is t ian  oonscienoe has f e l t  i t s e l f  

beset  by a number of doubts about the  monopoly o f  the  past as norm f o r  
t h e  fu ture .  

Time and oircumstances have rmought great  ohanges. Every openminded 

observer r eoomizes  the  incredibly  r ap id  changes ohallenging men today. 

Man has gained a deeper awareness of h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  character .  He i s  
aware of being a pa r t  the  evolut ion  of l i f e  as a whole, as mil as of 

be ing conditioned both soc io log ica l ly  and psychologioally. The perspec- 

t i v e s  opened up  by the  sciences and t h e i r  teohnologioal  app l i ca t ion  have 
broadened enormously. 'Fne l i m i t s  of what is "possible" f o r  mankind a re  

be ing extended i n  a formidable and f a s c i n a t i n g  nanner. Makind has now 

reached a s tage  where it oan even programme its own future .  The man of 

today i s  more open t o  the  h t u r e .  The o r i t e r i o n  seems t o  be what can be 

done r a t h e r  than what has a l ready been done. And very often 



what c m  be done is saan - frequently a f t 2 r  tho event - as "in6dit" , as 
something which h i s  no precedent, m a  cross ipg of: f r o n t i e r s  which had 
szemcd uncross?ble. A l l  t h i s  gods t o  show th?t  moddrn m,?n by h i s  very 

successes, but a lso ,  <and espcoi,'llj. througl~ some .obscur; o re i t ive  d r i v e ,  
I ;  

i s  o t t r c c t e d  by the s e c r e t '  t o  be uncovered i n  domains thn t  have been 
i n v i o l s t e  and by !,~orlds which public opinion,  the  Schools, w t h o r i t y  
h=.ve declared taboo. The "in6dit1' is an inv i t z t ion  t o  the  bresking of 

taboos. This is 2 unlvursa l  phcnomenon . 
Disconcerting zs t h i s  phenomenon may be f o r  l eaders  in the p o l i t i -  

c-1, economic, s c i e n t i f i c  and cu l tu ra l  l i f e  of manlcind, i t  is undoubtedly 

al l  the more so f o r  sxpcr t s  in  the "miming" of l i f e  and of its c u l e b r ? ~  

t i o n .  I t s  repercussions a re  f e l t  by all systems of phi1osopWsad:by- a l l  

r e l i g i o n s .  Fbr a  Catholic Christ ian thcy a r e  a t  once e a s i c r  t o  face ,and 

hardcr t o  avoid. 

Accustomed, sincd tho Rcnaissancc , t o  l i v i n g  with the increasingly 

rapid  development of a humanity conscious of i t s  antonomy ( l e t  us  
remember D. Bonhoeffer, sc  close t o  St .  Ignat ius ,  with h i s  " c t s i  deus 
non dare tur"  l e t t e r  t o  Bethgo, 16 Ju ly  1 9 4 4 ) ~  thc  Wcstorn Catholic 
C h r i s t i m ,  whithor r e j e c t i n g  o r  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h i s  dkvelopment, o r  f e e l i n g  

i t s  challenge! o r  contr ibut ing t o  i t ,  i n  oommon with the  Reformation 
C h r i s t i m ,  is l a s s  d i s c o n c z r t ~ d  by it th-m t h e  fol lcwcr of a non4hr is -  
t i ~ n  r e l i g i o n ,  l e s s  ev ln  than many of h i s  brethren in  t h e  Eastern 
Churches. kt it cannot be d ~ n i c d  t h a t  he i s  undergoing a  prcfound 

i d e n t i t y  c r i s i s .  In f a c t ,  he i s  fsced simultaneously with an experience 
of the "in6dit1'  as a human being a.d as a bel iever ,  an experience i n  
which, moreover, each par t  influences the othcr.  

The present essay c m  be ns  morc t h m  F n  introduction t o  CL l i n e  of 
thought which, i n  crdcr  t o  come t o  7- dcoper undurst?nding of the phenom- 
enon of the "inbdit" ,  r ~ o u i r e s  much w i d ~ r  cnmpztlnco ,-ad in ta rd i sc ip l in -  

ary research.  We s h a l l  give some ~xamples  by :.~,ay of p n t t i n g  t h ~  hum~n 
" in6di tn  in to  perspcctivc,  and thcn,  a f t e r  doing t h i  same th ing  fo r  thd 
Chr is t ian  If in6dit ,  wc s h a l l  concludc with somo r e f l e c t i o n s  f o r  thc  use of 

thosc c a l l e d  t o  the dc l i c? te  t 'uk of accompmying as minis ters  t h e i r  

Brothers <and s i s t e r s  assembled t o  form Churches. 

1 .  THE HUMNJ - r n I T  

For L i t t r6  the word " in6di tW is  only an d j c o t i v c :  " ( t h a t )  which 

h,?s not been published". 'Phe word i s  fsund as both adjec t ive  2nd noun 

i n  L3roussu -?nd Robert with the sense "wh;?t hî s not bucn publishod", o r ,  
by oxtension, "that  which has been unknown". Victcr  Hugo writcs: "That 

which i s  completely new - t h a t  is thc  in6ditY.. 

In t h i s  ess?g the  word "inedit"  m u m s  fo r  us  th?.t i.lhic:~ is novel,  
which has no precedent. A d i s t i n c t i o n  must be drawn bctrvcrn tha t  which 
i s  novel only i n  the sense of being nL'!gly discovered (e.g., the discovery 
of America o r  of thc evs lu t ion  of t h ~  spsoies)  snd t h a t  which is novel 



i n  t h e  sense of bemg a  new achievement o r  experience f o r  man (e.g., 

landing on the  moon, cybarnet lcs ,  c ~ r t a i n  forms of overpopulation, c o n t r o l  

of  conception, e t c . )  . 
h%ery person i n  h i s  o r  her  l i f e t i m e  experiences many " in8di ts t ' ,  

" c r i t i c a l  thresholds" (Tei lhard  de chardin)  - and must do so i n  order  t o  

become a person. In the  l a s t  analysis, every moment of  one ' s  l i f e  is an 

i n e d i t  (growth, encounters ,  information, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ) .  Life is both 

promise of and hope f o r  t h e  in6d i t .  

!Jc must avoid b l u r r i n g  the notion of " in8d i t t ' .  What would not be 

" ln8d i t1 ' ,  f o r  in s t ance ,  !.~ould be thc  var ious  phases of d i f f e r e n t  contin- 
uous evo lu t ions ,  even i f  t hey  are  geometrical ly o r  even logar i thmical ly  
acee lc ra t ed  evolut ions - unless  reaching t o  the very l i m i t  amounts t o  a  

r e a l  mutation (e.g., the  f i r s t  development of human l i f e ,  fol lowing on 
acce le ra t ed  evolu t ionl  but comprising a  mutat ion) .  

On the  o t h r r  hand, it must not bc thought t h a t  t h e  "in8dit"  i s  
p e c u l i a r  t o  our own epoch. The r e s u l t s  of t h e  Edict of  Milan, of  the  

d i scover i c s  of Galileo and Darwin, of t h e  th inking of  Kant, Hegel, and 

f iue rbach ,  of t h e  Ronaisswcc and of the  Fhllghtcnment werc enormous and 

pc!rsist s t i l l ,  as do a l so  those of the  French Revolution. Those " in8di ts"  

were probably jus t  as important as those we are  l i v i n g  through to cia,^. 

There i s  no derying ,  ncvcr the loss ,  t h a t  there  is a v e r i t a b l e  av- 
alanche of e n t i r e l y  new quest ions being asked a t  the  szmc time i n  prac- 

t i c a l l y  every sec to r  of  human l i f c  i n  cvcry continent. 

Progress i n  b i o l o m  and thc  vas t  f i e l d  of human reproduction has 

bcen such t h a t  man i s  able ( o r  soon w i l l  be able)  t o  c o n t r o l  the  quan t i ty  

2nd t h e  q u a l i t y  of  h i s  own reproduction. Man i s  aware of t h i s  p o m r  and 

of  i t s  consequences ( i t  could mean g r e a t e r  l i b e r a t i o n  o r  deeper s lavery)  

not only f o r  h i s  s t r i c t l y  pr iva te  l i f e  but a l so  f o r  t h e  programming of 

soc io ty  a s  a  whole, For t h a t  m?. t t t t c r ,  t h c r e  arc few pcoplc today t h a t  do 

not accept somc r c @ l z t i o n  of b i r t h s ,  somc se r ious  concern f o r  eugenics. 

For many of  our contomporzries, thc  r i g h t s  of  soc ie ty  i n  t h i s  domain 

take prdcidcncc over those of i s o l z t ~ d  indiv iduels .  Tho ba lmce  between 

races and continents  w i l l  be af fec tcd  by a l l  t h i s .  It could r o s u l t  i n  
r a c i a l  aggriissivenoss on a  cont inenta l  o r  a  g l o b , ~ l  s c a l e ;  it  could, j u s t  
as  w e l l ,  r e s u l t  i n  tho  e l iminat ion  of many congenital  d e f e c t s ,  i n  an 
improvemcnt i n  the  q u a l i t y  of fu tura  gcncrat ions . Meanwhile, t h e  
evolu t ion  of medicine i s  fo rc ing  m a n  t o  put  qucs t i sns  about tho " r igh t  

t o  d ie"  .md about the  human sense of c e r t a i n  forms s f  euthanasia. 

Rela t ions  between t h e  sexcs a r c  a l s o  undcrgning a r a p i d  and in- 

c reas ing ly  widespread change. mrough un ive r sa l  educat ion ,  involving 

i n ~ r ~ a s i n g l y  widespre?d information, women i n  many c m n t r i c s  arc disco- 
ve r ing  thcmsclvcs as  human beings i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t ,  t h c  ,:quais of mcn 

uld not t h c i r  "natural"  subordinates.  Tl~e t r a d i t i o n a l  images of f a t h e r ,  

c:licf, kin..: sage, and t h e  prcrogzt ivcs t h z t  gn gowith thcm, have becn 



profoundly affected.  Not nnly havc r e l a t  ions  between men, m L m m c n ~ b e e n  

a f fec ted ,  but s l s o  r e l a t i o n s  between men and betrcen women, and those 
r e l a t i o n s  which govern the  dialogue between generat ions.  The inc reas ing  

arraroness of indiv idual  i d e n t i t y  on t h e  pa r t  of both husband and wife is 

modifying the condit ions which gave r i s e  t o  the  t r ac l i t i ona l  form of the  

i n s t i t u t i o n  of marriage. Thcire seems t o  be an incrcnse i n  the  number of 

regions where simultaneous polygamy is replaced,  not by r e a l  monogmy but 

by successive polygamy o r  polyandry, o r  by a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of sexual 
r e l a t ionsh ips .  At a l l  events ,  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  and, as a  consequence, 

freedom f o r  sexual r ~ l a t i o n s h i p  as  a  value i n  i t s e l f ,  a r e  chvlging t h e  
mores of our contempor.?.rics so rs*lically t h a t  those who are  responsible 
f o r  t h e  o rgmica t ion  of soc ie ty  arc: faced with j u r i d i c a l  and pedagogical 

opt ions never knom heforc ( the s t e r i l i z a t i o n  laws i n  Ind ia ,  the  quasi- 
disappear-nce of rn?.rriage i n  severa l  c i t i e s  i n  Africa, t h e  presence of 

seve re l  mi l l ion  divorced C?'tholics i n  t h e  USA). 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  the  zconomy, not only i n  c a p i t a l i s t  

c i r c l e s b u t  s l so  i n  c o l l e c t i v i s t  systems and i n  >reas  where tho two ov - -  

l ap ,  i s  leading  t o  problems as re@-.rd p l m i n g  f o r  ?. d y n m i c  balance, 

problems f o r  which t h e r e  are  no h i s t o r i c a l  precedents.  Thc f a c t  t h c t  t h e  

d i f f i r c n t  rcpor ts  of t h c  Glub cf Rome and tho  d i f f e ren t  views ~mong t h e i r  
c r i t i c s  <=nd ?dversar ies  f z i l  t a  end i n  consensus even .?mong the  best- 

informed pzoplu sh:,ws t h a t  m-nkind is np;~ro:ching t h e  l i m i t s  of  its 
powcr t o  make m-rcro-ethiczl decisions.  Already t h e  speed with which the  

economic system i s  dciveloping i s  o u t s t r i p p i n g  mankind's capsc i ty  t o  

c o n t r s l  i t ,  oven though it h3s 8.t its d i sgosa l  a whole a r sena l  of 

computzrs surp.-.ssing t h e  imaginetior. of a J u l e s  Verne. The multi- 
r a t i o n a l s  srs provoking t h e  organiz;.tion ~ f  workers on a s i m i l l r l y  

intornSm.t ion-rl s ca le  , and t o ~ t h c r  t h e w  ?.ra s h  . t t c r i n g  what is l e f t  of  

na t iona l  s o v c r c i g t y  and preprrring new forms of  p lanetary  governmcnt, c r  

a t  leecst making them dos i rable .  

In t h e  f i e l d  of mmkind has managed t o  b u i l d  f o r  i t s u l f  

e  Torier f o r  aggression cf  such magnitude t h a t  it is capable ,of wiping 

aut  thc: who12 hum.m rzce  -nd i ts  p l v l c t  more than 25 t imes over. Is the 

r e s u l t  of  t h i s  t o  bc t h a t ,  f o r  the  f i r s t  time i n  h i s t o r y ,  r i a r  w i l l  be 
b-nishcd, o r  w i l l  m~nkind havc t o  be prc:,ered t o  accept i t s  own destruc- 
t i o n ,  perhaps within a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  ca lculable  t imc? Horror films 

seem e l ready t o  be p repa r ing  the  imaginztion of v a s t  numbers of people 
f o r  t h i s  cvcntual i ty .  In t h c  meantime t h e  spraad of  nuclear  p o w r  i n  

indus t ry ,  while it b r i n m  with it enormous p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  devclop- 

mcnt, a t  t h e  same timc makcs the  world much morc vulncrzble  than d id  

tho cvcr  prosant danger from seismic c a t ~ s t r o p h c s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  means 

of commnication arc cont inual ly  en r i ch ing  thc! collective consciousness 

of mzn, makir-g them open t o  one another ,  but they a r c  a l s o  working t o  

the  advantage of i ~ t 2 m t i o n - 2 1  t e r r o r i s t  bands, and are  now po in t ing  i n  

the  d i rzc t ior .  of  i n t a r n s t i o n a l  pol ice  machinery. 

There are othur " in8di ts" .  Tha r a p i d i t y  with which spec ia l i za t ion  



i n  sc ience  i s  developing makes i t  well-nigh impossible not  only  f o r  t h e  
mass of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  but even for  expe r t s  t o  havc t h a t  o v e r a l l  view of 
mankind-in-the-proct:ss-0f-d-0~vc10ping which t h e  grea t  minds of t h i  Middle 

@s and o f  t h e  Renaissance a c t u a l l y  thought  thcy  possessed. It f e l l o m  
from t h i s  t h a t  there  is no longer any agreement about "human nature",  

and doubt about the  very p o s s i b i l i t y  of  any such d e f i n i t i o n  has penetrated 

a l l  i n t e l l c c t u a l  c i r c l e s ;  t h e r e  is an e v i r  i nc reas ing  r e e l i s a t i o n  of t h c  

imposs ib i l i t y  of formula t ing  a theory o f  man t h a t  is univcrb-ally accept- 

ab le .  Paul  Ricoeur has noted the  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n  t h a t  fo l lows from t h i s :  
"The s t r i k i n g  experience of our  time i s  t h e  vague, overwhelming convict ion 
t h a t  f o r  t he  first time our  he r i t agc  no longcr  seems capable of c rea t ive  

r c i n t c r p r a t a t i o n ,  of p r o j e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e " . ( l )  For Pe te r  k,rcr, 
the  human s p i r i t  has l e f t  i t s  abode and has no placc wherc it f e e l s  at 
homo.(2) But t h i s  "exodus" .and t h l s  he lp l e s sness  could a l s o  givn r i s c  
t o  increased  c r e a t i v i t y  and s o l i d a r i t y  by opcn ingup  nun a reas  of 1lbcrs;- 

t ion. 

ES t h a t  as it m a y ,  t h e  induct ive  is everywhere winning the  day over 
the  dcduct ivc,  experience ovcr  p r i n c i p l e ,  m o t h o s i s  ovcr doc t r ine .  But 

at the  same time t h c  nccd i s  f c l t  f o r  gu ide l ines  towards personal  dcvclop- 
ment, even i f  thcy arc  on ly  p rov i s iona l ly  v a l i d .  Man i s  looking  fo r  thcm 
on the  b a s i s  of experiences l i v o d  within t h e  very many micro- and macrc- 
societies t o  which he belongs. Hc knows t h e  nccd f o r  1abora. tor ics  f o r  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  the  "signs of t h e  time%"; sometimes he claims t c  hear  
"rumours of a n g ~ l s " ,  and begins t o  acccpt t h a t  t h e  widespread need of t h e  

"mystlc" element has t o  be counted among t h e  " in6di t s"  of a vo r ld  t h a t  i s  
supposcd t c  have proclaimed the  "death of Cod". 

2. THE CHRISTIAN IXEDIT 

Since Vatican I1 "thurc has bccn wave a f t e r  wave of uncxpcctzd 

unhoavals i n  our  w a ~ s  of l i v i n g  and th inking .  It is not  f i r s t  a d  fors-  
most what came out of t h c  Council o r  t h e  app l i ca t ion  of i t s  p r inc ip l e s  
t h a t  havc determined t h o  t r e n d  of thc  pas t  t e n  yc .xs  of our  l i v e s .  Thc 

t rend  has been duc t o  d i s r u ~ t i o n s  and changes which the  F a t h ~ r s  in  the  

Council at Rome could s c n r c c l y  even imagine o r  foresee". (3)  Not only  is 
tho C h r i s t i a n ,  l i k e  any o t h z r  human be ing ,  faccd with the  " in6di t s"  
ncntioncd xbovo, but he i s  a l s o  faccd wi th  the  challcngc o f  " in6di t s"  i n  
a c o n t ~ x t  t h a t  i s  s p c i f i c a l l y  Chris t ian.  

k r i n g  t h e  last cen tu ry ,  l i b e r t y  of conscicncc and ccumcnical 
d ia logui  were th ings  t h a t  lucre for t idden  o r  a t  l e a s t  suspec t .  In 

Catholic  theolcgii  the  nen-baptized were p r a c t i c a l l y  cxcludcd from tho  

f u l l  enjoyment of e t e r n a l  happiness.  

S c r i p t u r e  w a s  o f ten  r e a d  i n  a fhndamental is t  f a sh ion ,  without 
rc fmoncc  t o  the  soc io-cul tura l  condi t ions  i n  which each of t h e  s a c x d  
books w a s  w r i t t e n .  Sacrcd Hi s t s ry  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  came t o  an end : i i i  ~ l l . ~  



death o f  t he  1at  apos t le . (4)  So it was a l s o  wi th  r e v e l a t i o n  - Newman's 
con t r ibu t ion  on the  evo lu t ion  of dogma bc ing  s t i l l  unknown o r  re jec ted .  

Each attompt at r ~ a d i n g  t h e  "s i@s of the  times" involv ing  a ro in tcrpre-  

t a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  viewud with suspic ion  o r  met with r ep res s ion ,  and 
those who r i sked  such a t tempts  were branded as innovators and modernists,  

Since Vaticcan 11, and a l i t t l e  c a r l i c r  t han  t h a t  i n  the  case of 

Scripture, t h e  c o l l c c t i v ~  consciousness o f  Chrif i t ians has accoptee change 
as being  inescapable i n  t!lc i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of mvcaled  d a t a .  Ey t h a t  
very f a c t  i t  dcnicd the  pas t  more than a  r e l a t i v i  claim t o  be thc  main 

and p r iv i l egvd  norm f o r  t h L  f u t u r e .  S t r e s s  on or thopraxis  on p l u r a l i t y  

of t h e o l o g i ~ s ,  en t h i  import=-CL a t t a c h i n g  t 2  s o c i a l  and ind iv idua l  

s i t u a t i o n s ,  t e s t i f i e s  t o  t h i s  ohan@ of p c r s p c c t i v i .  By !.ray of br inging  

out what t h i s  r s s l l y  moans, t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  m a d e  by Archbishop Etchcgarw 

of M a r s c i l l i  i n  h i s  speech at the  Synod o f  Bishops ( ~ c t o b c r  1974) is o f  

i n t e r e s t .  Hc summed up t h c  t r a m  conceptions of Church and Rcvcllt ion: 

"According t o  t h e  f i rs t ,  the  Church is t h s  r epos i to ry  of a doc t r ine  which 
it has t h e  mission af sp read ing  a l l  over  t h e  world with thc  a u t h r i t y  of 
B d ;  according  t o  the o t h e r ,  t h e  Church's t a s k  i s  t o  d i s c e r n  the  sims 
of thc: times: the  m a n i f i s t a t i ~ n s  z f  t h e  d iv ine  l i f c  in communities and 

i n  h i s t o r y "  . ( 5 )  

7Xl:ercas twenty yea r s  ago P ro te s t an t s  wcro t r e a t e d  as separa ted  

b m t b e n ,  a @:>d number of bishops now t h i n k  t h z t  intcrcommnion w i l l  
so 'm beczme an i r r e s i s t i b l e  necess i ty .  There a r c  oven some who have 
produced poss ib l e  formulac f o r  t hL  coexistence of d i f f e r e n t  h i e ra rch ie s  rc- 

un i t zd  i n  anc Church. Miantimi, be l iovc r s  of otlior r e l i g i o n s  a re  honoured 
with thi,  nami '3f " b + . ~ t h c r ~ ~  (3s at t l lc  mceting bctwccn Muslims and Chr i s t i ans  

at T r i p s l i ) ,  and the rc  e x i s t  s cvc ra l  g o u p s  c i ins is t ing  o f  bc l i cve r s  from 
d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s ,  very ~ i f t e n  undor very  s p e c i a l  Chr i s t i an  i n f  luencc 
(a, f o r  i n s t a ~ l c e ,  thl: l~Iorld Conference on Rcligion and Piacc)  . 

&t n t h c r s ,  s t i l l  i n  t h e  l i n c  of Vatican I1 ?nd t:lu ad hoc Roman 

S e c r e t a r i a t s ,  a1rcad.y f i n d  dial . , fuc with Marxism o r  M ' a a i s m  morc important 
f a r  t h e  f u t u r e  of m?mkind than  d i n l o ~ c  wi th  r e l i g i o n s .  In a q ?  case t h i s  

rap id  c r o s s i n g  of d i f f c r c n t  f r o n t i e r s  t h a t  have somctimcs been the rc  f o r  

morc t:lm a thousand ycnrs  is l cad lng  thc  Chr i s t i an  consciencc t g  l i v e  an 
"ung lc i chzc i t i@ Glcic:1zcitigkt.it"(6), t h a t  i a ,  n  cocxistcncc of d i f f e r e n t  
ph3ses ~f  an cvolut ion t h a t  i s  both s .pohron ic  diachronic.  The 

canscqucncc ~af t h i s  i s  t h n t  t h e  Chr is t ian  i d e n t i t y  i s  more and m r e  

difficult t o  rucdgnize, rihuthcr f o r  those who profcss  t o  adhere t o  tho 

rncssa,m_ o f  C h r i s t  '3r f o r  t h ~ c  ?rl~i, profcss  tr, be looking i n  from t h e  out- 

side. Ris i d e n t i t y  c r i s i s ,  accomp.jiied as i t  i s  by f e e l i n g s  of a n o w  
a d  m m g i n a l i z r ~ t i ~ n ,  is i t s e l f  als:, somct:ling unprccedcntcd. A w m  of 
being inundatttcd with r.wi t h e o r i e s  ?,'tout mm, nonc of thcm f i n a l l y  formu- 
l a t c d ,  t he  Chr is t ian  is anxious t o  lrnow what mnkcs him d i f f e r e n t  from 
o the r s .  



!Am ti?; f i r s t  time t h e  w r y  framework of  a l l  t h d o l s g i c a l  thought ,  

dcprivod ~f  t h e  support o f  Western philosopkfl which has f a l l e n  a p a r t ,  i s  

ca l l ed  i n  qucsti .sn by tho many challenges posed by s t r u c t u r a l i s m  and t h e  

soc is logy  of h d w l c d s .  Theology is morc consc i jus  than i v c r  t h a t  it  w i l l  

nevcr hzoz s a i d  tilo l a s t  ~ 3 r d .  The cp?ch of t h o ~ l o g i c a l  "summsl' hCx been 

rcplaccd by t h a t  of c x p l o r a t s r y  approaches and progress  t h r ~ u g h  trial and 

c r r o r .  ( 7 )  

For t h c  Chr is t ian  t h c r e  are o t h e r  i n 6 d i t s ,  many of which n r o  only 

r c l a t i v c  u d  mcrcly i n v o l v ~  r c c t i f i c a t i s n s .  Tl~c ch?ngcs of c c c l o s i o l o g i c a l  

o u t l o ~ k  t h a t  r c s u l t e d  from t h e  new f,cus on t h e  "People ,df k d "  c a l l s  f o r  

a tremendous rcadjustmcnt i n  r e l a t i o n s  between c l c rgy  'and l a i t y  'and 

between tho  magistorium cmd t h e  scnsus f i d c i .  

'Ihc cnergencc ~f  t h s  ncm-Westkrn Churches, t h ~  d.jm?misni ; f  the  sou- 
mdnical movement, and the  b r . ? d e r  m r c  h c s i t m t  ocumonical contact  

with the  o t h e r  groat  r e l i g i ; i n s ,  mi: a l l  m.&ing it nccdsscrry f . , r  t he  R:trine 

minis t ry  t 3 f i n d  qu i t e  novcl  means l f  cxpruss i sn .  (8) T r z d i t i s n  suppl ies  
no m o d ~ l ;  t h c r e  is i n  f a c t  n2 prcccdent f s r  t h i s  kind ,.>f s i t ~ a t i o n .  

Zv7rcn i n  t h e  d i n l ~ g u c  betwoen a t h e i s t  humanism .and t h o  Chr i s t i an  

mysticism -if t he  "ndg3tivc wcly" ( t he  r e d i s c ~ v c r y  of ? : n s t ~ r  Eckhart is 
s i @ i f i c , a n t ) ,  thorv is thd ndvdl ty  3f t h e  meoting of t w : ~  "vsids"  sccking  

t~ bo f i l l e d  idit11 a  p l en i tude  ::f l i f e  t bd croa tcd  iir t,? bc rcccivdd. 

A deeper  app rec i a t ion ,  through C h r i s t i a n  r c f luc t i , 2n l  uf t h ~  c r e a t i v i t y  

and tile prcsencc of thc  Holy S p i r i t  w i l l  enable  m J r d  l i g h t  ts be thr,?wn 
on tho n s v o l t y  i f  what i s  t r u l y  new. In t h i s  way r c a l l y  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

w i l l  bo divelspud s f   ti?^ r e l a t i s n  l f  Chr is t  tL, a  r d a l l y  h i s t o r i c a l  humanity. 
It i s  q u i t c  rdmarkabli haw t h e  s t y l e  of Pope Pzui VI!s n p L , s t s l i c  l c t t e r  

Octagcsima xlvcnions t o  Cardinal  Roy c u t s  r i g h t  across t h a t  df  t h e  s o c i a l  .~. ..~ - - 
encyc l i ca l s .  l l io l a t t e r  r c f l o c t c d  XI all-embracing m d  coherent  doc t r ine  

of s o c i c t y  m d  pllt fzrward models t h a t  wcre quasi-pcrfuct and s t a t i c .  

The a p o s t o l i c  l e t t e r  simply dcscr ibos a  s i t u a t i o n ,  c?"lls f o r  ncw in t c r -  

p r c t a t i ~ n s ,  t<&cs it f o r  g r m t c d  t h a t  t hc ro  w i l l  be s e v c r a l ,  m d  f o r  t h c  

f i r s t  t ime employs thc  1.roi-d "utopia" - t h i s  itlord c o r t s i n l y  implies  mmy 

n o v e l t i e s .  The heuristic consequences f s r  a l l  Chr is t ian  s o c i a l  and indi-  

v idua l  e t h i c s  a r c  obvious: t hd rc  a r c  n.3 d c f i n i t i v ~  s o l u t i o n s ,  t h r o  w i l l  
alway.3 be a nccd t s  t ake  nc1.r bear ings ,  nor.! dcc i s lons ,  t11c.r~ w i l l  always 

have t o  bc a rc-convorsien i n  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  i r e  morc sr l o s s  r a d i c a l l y  

new. 

Lrrdcrs  .,f u c c l c s i a l  communities zro at ?nee gunrdinns of mcm's  t r u e  

roots  and l lcralds  s f  h i s  t r u e  hs r i z sns .  It is t h z i r  vdca t idn  t '~  gd a long  

with t l lsse  % ~ h s  t r u s t  t:lumsolves t-i them i n  t h e  d i f f i m l t  t a s k  of  rccding  

t:?c " s i s s  of t he  t imes",  an t h c  jsurnery f ron  the lcnr.rin t . 1  t h e  &own, 

from what >3s bccn s o c i a l l y  acccptnblo t~ what 11- n n t .  



How can t h i s  be done? ~ i r s t  of a l l ,  the duty of becoming well 
infsrmed must be taken vcry ser ious ly .  What m a n y  people th ink  t o  be 
without proccdcnt is of ten  not so ,  having happened olscwhcre without 
thc ip  baing aware of it. Secondly, it must be accepted t h a t  thcre  a rc  
no ready-made answers t o  novcl s i tua t ions :  t h c  c a l l  f s r  coordination of 
different readings of cvsnts  becomes a duty. Beginning at the  local  
l cve l ,  those whose minis t ry  it i s  t o  govern, t o  engage i n  theological  and 
s p i r i t u a l  r e f l c c t i o n ,  t o  d i sce rn  the  implicat ions of tho  sc icncos ,  
e spec ia l ly  t h e  human ones, must put themselves in  a mode of constant 
dialogue i n  order to be ab le  t o  s e t  up r e l a t i v e l y  permanent teams of 

rcsponsiblc people, people who can f ind  meaning in the a s p i r a t i o n s ,  the  
c o n f l i c t s ,  t h e  setbacks ,and successes of both human and Chr is t ian  

communities, pcoplc who c m  see thc  S p i r i t  of the Son ,>f Man a t  m r k  i n  
them and can d i s c ~ r n  which t r ends  m n g  tham arc r e a l l y  crea t ive  a d  
l ibe ra t ing .  A l l  of t h i s  presupposes t h a t  these  " in tc rp rc te ra"  r e a l l y  do 

take co@izmcc of the d i f f e r e n t  approaches and arc ready t o  accept, i f  
only provis ional ly  in  some cases ,  the coexistence of severa l  d i f fc rcn t  
attempts a t  v a l i d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and reasonable praxis ,  mindful of the  
famous words of Gamalicl: "If t h i s  idea of t h e i r s  o r  i t s  execution is of 
human o r i g i n ,  it w i l l  co l l apse ;  but if it i s  froln &dl  you w i l l  never be 

able t o  put them domM (A& 5:3a39). 

e important t h i n g  w i l l  be t o  b r i n g  these  attempts a t  in te rp ro ta t ion  
in to  contact with one m o t h e r ,  thus helping them t o  enrich each other and 

t o  become more discriminating.  That i s  s a  f o r  everything t h a t  has t o  do 

with a t h o r i t y ,  tho t ak ing  possession and shar ing sf i n t o l l c c t u a l  and 

material  conquests, and t h e  sphcrc sf sexua l i ty .  Ibt i+ is likowisc t h e  
case with the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the r e l a t i o n s  betwcdn s a l v a t i o n  and 

l i b c r a t i o n ,  between mysticism and p o l i t i c s ,  bctwoen "Birth of Gjd" 
(M. B c l l c t )  and b i r t h  of m a n ,  betwccn Chr is t ian  i d e n t i t y  and human thane. 

It gves without saying t h a t  the coexistence of d i f f e r e n t  phases of 

the  pr3cess o f  awakening people's awareness, not only a t  l o c a l  l eve l  h t  
also  a t  t h a t  of different cu l tu res  (and churches), w i l l  give r i s e  t o  a nced 

f s r  i n t e r c u l t u r a l  c d , ~ p e r a t i o n ;  and here,  i f  harmonization i s  t? be achicvod, 
a respect  f s r  pluralism 2nd a des i re  f,r C~ynamic c o m ~ u n i ~ n  (and the rc f s rc  

f o r  fundamentally canmen perspectives,  l inkcd t o  tho r i g h t s  of man) w i l l  

requirc d e l i c a t e  s teps  t o  be taken - n s t  the  kin2 t h a t  involves ruducing 
everything t~ a common denominator h t  r a t h e r  the kind t h a t  remains ever 
open ts new i n t c r p r e t a t i ~ n s .  Thc r s l e  t o  be played by counci ls ,  synods, 
symposia, reviews, a d  cen t res  f o r  r e s o a ~ c h , c t c . ,  i n  p r o m ~ t i n g  communion 
and i n  eva lua t ing  the whole process cannot be ovcrcstimated. 

Tnis "dynamic of the  provisional" (R. Schutz) w i l l  r equ i re  church 
leaders no t  only t o  show vcry great  rcsourcefulnoss when faced with 
attempts a t  c r e a t i v i t y  and uncertain s t r i v i n g s  a f t e r  new humanisms, but 

also t o  maintain m r y  s e a t  f i d e l i t y  t o  Jesus  Christ and unceasing 



c l a r i f i c a t i n n  and p u r i f i c a t i ~ n  of the t r a d i t i ~ n s  of the Church. Thcsc 

w i l l  have t o  be r i formula ted  n i t  merely ~ l o n e i d e  but a t  t h e  hcar t  cf  

those human s t r i v i n s  and systoms. 

People i n  c h u g 2  w i l l  have t o  bd on t h e i r  guard aga ins t  a  temptat ion 

r a t h e r  common m;ng them - t h a t  . ~ f  t a ,  r e a d i l y  assuming t h a t  the " s i l e n t  

m a j r i t y "  prefor  the c e r t i t u d e s  of t he  known pas t  and c l i n g  t o  them, and 
t h a t  concern a b m t  t h e  f u t u r c  i s  confined t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  That i s  a  

mistaken i n t e r p r o t a t i o n .  I n i u s t r i a l i a a t i o n  (with i t a  csn t inucus  adapta- 

t i o n  t 3  new discoveries), mass communication and education (more and more 
a  l i f c l m g  a f f a i r )  guarantco t h a t  ncw ideas  w i l l  f i l t u r  down almost 

immediately t o  the "grass r ~ s t s " .  !here,  it might be addud, what i s  i n  

quest ion i s  r a t h e r  n generation gap than an oppdsi t ion between th!jsc who 

are " i n i t i a t e d "  an:: t11:~se who a rc  n,?t.  

3 .  H. Ncwman, loader ,  i loc ts r ,  prophet ,  and poet ,  f e l t  t h i s  growing 

need of openness t 3  thc  niw, t o  non-repet i t ive l i f e .  Alongside the  

necess i ty  of t h e  Etmk he s t r e s s o c  the  n c c e s s i t y  of "consul t ing  t h e  f a i t h -  

fbl i n  mat te rs  af doc t r ine" ,  and thus acccptcd tho  dynamism of the  S p i r i t  

present i n  Chris t ian pub l i c  i%pinii.n. It? w a s  als, a person wh3 r e c ~ n c i l c d  

f i d c l i t y  t o  Chris t  with t h e  vvolut ion of dogma. Since h i s  time many 

o t h i r s  hav: t r l e d  to f r e e  the  l i v l n g  Word from t h e  f i a r s  of tho Judaizcrs  

i n  the  sea rch  f o r  a  " C h r i s t i m i t y  without i d ~ o l o ; y "  (9) i n  which thi: 

"praxis" nf t he  f a i t h  has a t  l e a s t  a s  muc!l l i g h t  t:, t h r w  a s  t r a d i t i s n  

whenever til; l a t t i r  is merely r e p o t i t i v c  and r e f l c c t s  only an u n c r i t i c a l  

c u l t  i f  t h e  p a t .  With good r o a s m  Y. C,,n,-ar asks f? r  a d i s t i n c t i s n  t o  

be drawn between " 5 a c l i t i m U  and " t r a d i t i o n s "  .( 10) Ch. Wackcnheim i s  

r i g h t  whon, l i k e  A. Greelcy, h i  wants t o  c lose  tho gap betwecn be l i ev ing  
praxis  an8 a  closet; d>&matism. If i t  is t r u o  t h a t  the f a i t h  c<m n z n r  

g i v i  a  s t r u c t u r a l l y  completo i n t o r p r u t a t i o n  .,f h i s t c r y  o r  of r e a l i t y ,  

but :I= i t s  p lace ,  i n  a d i a l e c t i c a l  c s n t c x t ,  on tho siclo ,sf conscidus 

reason making senss 2ut .)f c v i n t s  and s t r u c t u r e s ,  thvn i t  w i l l  nevcr bz 

put out when facs? with t h c  " in8dit1 '  but w i l l  r a t h e r  "jud&" it fr?m 
wit!~in. This judement w i l l  appeal t o  what f a i t h  remembers but w i l l  n'3t 

mak, t hc  mistake -if p u t t i n g  now wine int:)  0111 wineskins. That i s  h ~ w  t h e  
f a i t h  i s  ab le  t o  "free t h e  fu ture"  ( I l l i c h ) :  by s h a t t e r i n g  uvory ic20010grl 

theologica l  o r  s t h u r r ~ ~ i s c ,  thraugh thc  u t o p i a  s f  the Kingdom, by r i j u c t i n g  
any "Christian" mrld-view t h a t  is univ,.>cal and i n v a r i a b l ~ .  -4ll t h i s  

b o i l s  d ~ v m  t~ saying  t h a t  u n l e s s  thurc  i s  cclntinuf>us ;T-?wth tswards 

devfi l jping c.,nscnsua i n  tho  Chr i s t i an  clmrnunity, Chr i s t i an  hspu i s  

smsthcmd ins idc  a  cl-)scd system, whzrc n- , th ing  t r u l y  new can c.mc 

a b u t ,  where the  vvor-frcsb ncvmcss 3f Chr is t  i s  dcniod, ~~ihorn  C?dls 

f r o e d ~ m  and t h a t  ~f  mm a rc  b-lth c ~ n f i n c d  t o  thi: p r i s sn  of  an i d c 3 1 ~ g i z c d  

p a s t .  Hawi.vcr, an end t o  i. ~ c t r i n o s  d m s  not me= an cnd t o  i n t c r p r c t s r  

t i s n s ;  t h a t  w>uld be dehumanizing f s r  man an2 would mnke a  Chr is t ian  

i n t ?  a  f i d e i s t .  



F r m  nlw zn ,  m J r i  t:lm ever bcfsr, ,  church leadersh ip ,  while s t i l l  
cancorndd with t h e ~ l s g y ,  mst ombo2y the  prophzt ic  mission ~f  t h ~  f a i t h .  
In f a c t ,  t h e  diac:lr,nic and s y n c h r ~ n i c  remembrance .;f Chr i s t i an  "believing" 

w i l l  demand, mxc than u v i r  bcf , re ,  an e f f  ,rt t thinlc c l ~ u l y  and t 3  l o ~ k  
a h ~ d .  Bcl icv ing  w i l l  m o r i  a,nC more be s y n s ~ ~ u s  with h ~ p i n g ,  a n C  

r,flecti::n 2n the  f a i t h ,  i f  a t r ~ p h y  i s  t :  bc a v ~ i ? e d ,  w i l l  have t? embrace 
t h e  t 3 t a l i t y  7f t he  hurran a s r l Z  i n  thc: making. It p e s  withsut  s w i n g  

t h a t  w i t h x t  c;!nt inusus c  > ? r d i n a t i s n  at a l l  l e v e l s  t h i s  lesclcrship w i l l  
deprive i t s e l f  sf the  c s n t r i b u t i - n  aff?rclcd by p rax i s ,  an2  w i l l  f a l l  back 
i n t s  tho easy  ways 2f p s i n t l e s s  r c p z t i t i o n .  M y  th.7sc who t r u l y  take 

s c r i w s l y  the  " in6di t s"  sf human h i s t , ~ r y  w i l l  be ablo t~ speak i n  a 
crddib lc  m m c r  a b x t  t he  "in6clit" of a p e r s j n a l  and c ~ ~ l l c c t i v c  awakening 
beymd h i s t ~ r y .  Only such pc3plc can be "pr?phcts of pormancncc" i n  

regard t )  J;.sus an< t z  man, ?r spec& ~f "a love s t r s n s r  t h , m  death" i n  
the  caso sf b > t h .  

Ps a he lp  ts leaders  t ;  makc tho n ~ c c s s a r y  d i s c c r n ~ l e n t s ,  mul t ip le  
c m p a r a t i v c  s t u d i e s  coul? b i  undertaken on t h z  va r i ?us  !\?ays t h e  Church 
has reactcc? ivlldn faccc? with t h e  "indclitv ( thcri!  have bccn "open" o u n c i l s  
l i k e  t h a t  if Jemsalom, anc! o u n c i l s  t h a t  were "cl:;scdW ,,r ,n the  defens ive) .  
In thd c,xmuninn 7f Churchis thcro  have always been some l o c a l  Churches 
which have shim thomselvos more r d d y  than j t h c r s  t.: rrelc?me tho "in6clit1'; 

how tCme  thciy mans@ t., c x x i s t  t h r ~ u g h o u t  h i s t . > r y ,  nnd ( i n  somo casts) at 
wh2t p r i c e ?  Ps always, t h e  <absence o r  presence if means s f  inf:rmztim and 

c s r n m i c a t i o n  has play& 2 r 7 l e  i n  dec id ing  whcthcr n i v z l t i o s  a r e  
peacefu l ly  integi-at;d .>r s t ir  up s t r i f e .  Bet tor  i n f o r m a t i ~ n  c , ~ u l d  increase  
thc. chancds ~f reaching ;L h a r r n ? n i , ~ ~ s  p lu ra l i sm,  but under what condit  i ~ n s ?  

Leaders thcmse1v;s w i l l  f i c l  t he  n icd  f , r  con t inua l  " r i f r c s h c r "  c lu r scs  
i n  rirder t ,  s c e  wheri: they  s tan? ,  as f r c i  m2 resp:;nsiblc people, vis-8rvis 
t he  " in6d i t s "  nf t h v i r  ?wn l i v c s  m 2  thnsc  - f  t h ~  c,rmmtmitics w h s c  y i 6 . c ~  
they  a r c ;  t he  presence ,?f l eaac r s  > f  b.'th sexes ,  ,:f d i f f e r e n t  a s s ,  and 

f r a m  Z i r f z r c n t  cu l tu re s  ( c  , go ,  t:i3 urban the  mral, t h a t  ~f  t hc  w.rker 

an2 t h a t  i f  t h c  s c i e n t i s t )  cduld m,&e thcs,' r e f rushor  c s u r s s s  genuinely 

r e f r e sh ing ,  by p rov i t ing  an encsunter 3f men ant: w~)mcn who have a l rcady 
p a r t i a l l y  in tog ra t ed  c e r t s i n  "in6c?its1' i n t  7 t h c i r  wdrld. 

F i n a l l y ,  t h s r c  rust be n > d i s c  -,f tho r d p c t i t i v c  clcmcnt i n  

l i f c ,  f , r  t h i s  i s  ini l ispcnsable,  jus t  as i n  t h e  case i f  drums, which, 

supplying the  brnkpmnc!. t s  v a r i a t i ~ n s  i n  music, s t r ~ s s  thereby thc  

c . ~ n t i n u i t j .  behind thc  chul;,us. 

CONCLUSION 

The s tudy of church h i s t m y  teaches  u s  t h a t  very ~ f t c n  loaders  have 
fsune thcmsi:lvcs faced with s i t u a t i i n s  which m r c :  m l r ~  ,r l e s s  n?vc l ,  
and t h a t  bcs id5<s  pcri?rls >f r ~ t h c r  i n f l e x i b l e  r c a c t i m  t ?  t h e  presence 



?f something now thcro  havc b ~ ~ n  pe r i ?ds  ? f  calm d a r i n g  c r c a t i v i t y .  In 
any cnsc,  the S p i r i t  i s  s t r ~ n g c r  than  human f e a r s .  Since t h e  p roh ib i t i on  

,:f tho  4 t h  h t c r a q  C ~ u n c i l  ( 1215) aga ins t  s t a r t i n g  moro r a l i g i o u s  ? r d c r s ,  

h,w many f junCcrs  havc b c ~ n  " t ransgressors"  an2 i n s t i g a t o r s  :;f " in6di t s1 '?  

And what o v l l u t i s n  has taken  place wi th in  t h c  Church as regards  s l ave ry ,  

tho  j u s t  war,  l sans  2t i n t s r e s t ,  women, f reed;~m ~f conscience, etc .?  

The r e a l  " in6di tq '  is a s i g n  i f  t he  transcendence ,,f human d e s t i n y ,  

capable df  b r ing ing  t-: b i r t h  a f i t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  rcncw a wh->la pas t  by 

p i n g  bcyond it. It b e l s n p  t~ Chr i s t i an  c ~ n s c i c n c i . ,  t j  l u c i d  ?ad opcn 

~'.ialogue botweun 3fficc-bc,arsrs, c x p s r t s ,  anc? , t h c r  members ? f  tha Pooplc 

s f  &d l  tc~ c!istinguish a t  cvcry  stagy what i s  r c a l l y  new 2nd v i v i f y i n g  

frsm what i s  f a l l a c i ~ u s ,  what i s  nsrmative from what i s  simply "normal" 

a c c ~ r d i n g  t~ s t a t i s t i c s .  The r i s k  invzlvud an:! t he  c;:uragc ncedcd t 3  

make t h i s  disccrnmcnt i n  Cue time f ~ r m  p a r t  s f  tho  v a c a t i s n  ,sf church 

lc .dcrs ,  ,and i n  d r d d r  t~ make i t  they  w i l l  hav i  t o  c n n t i n u a l l y  r a f i n s  t h e  

c r i t e r i a ,  which havc thsmsclvus bcun 'eterminid by a h i s t l r i c a l  csn tcx t .  

T )  g i v ~  thdm t imoly i n f o r m a t i m  absut new s i t u a t i m s ,  about new cha l lcngcs ,  

absut thd ex is tence  , f  msrc r e f i n e d  c r i t u r i a ,  i s  part  .,f t h e  Cuty af  those  

wh>se m i s s i j n  it i s  t.1 bu always a l ivc  t? t h s  "signs .>f t h o  times", which, 

desp i t e  t h e i r  ambivalzncc, ase always ha rb in@rs  ~f hopo. 

B ~ t h  thcsd an: t h e  church lcadcrs  t h e y  s c r v i  lolaw thcmsclves t? bo 

r c s p ~ n s i b l i .  f l r  man mc! h i s  f u t u r e ,  an2 b,th kn.i!u t:lzUt t r a r ? i t i > n  alone 

ds6e n ~ t  ho ld  a l l  t he  ~ m s w u r s , ( l l )  but a l s ~  t h a t  w i t h x t  t h ~  r u l a t i v c  

c,>heroncc pr\>.'uctd by t r , u l i t i j n  thori: w x ~ l d  bc a t : ) t a l  ?.isintegration ~f 

thi. humm s p i r i t  an?, an end t;, a l l  humanism; f >r man i s  c a l l 2 2  up,m t o  
prdserve h i s  i n t e r i ~ r  u n i t y  at any p r l c e ,  evon i f  t h a t  n z c u s s i t a t o s  a 

r a d i c a l  c ? n t r , l  . ~ f  tllc <yn?rnism ~f s c i e n t i f i c  s p u c i a l i z a t i ~ n ,  which tends 
t ,  atdmize everything.  Herd wi see t h e  never-enclin~ s t r u g g l e  t 3  Zcfcnd 

man a s  a pcrsan (mi1. h i s  p r ? g e s s  txuards f u l l  humanity) i n  t h z  face  .?f 

c h m t i c  s p c c i a l i z a t i ~ n  which, th?ugh full -.f ~ n i u s ,  l c d o  nlwhcre but 

t~ h i s  C c s t r u c t i j n .  Dccis ivz ncw chs i ces  w i l l  havs t; be m d o  by cvery 

~ n c r a t i d n  as  l ~ n g  a s  mankin:: cont inues .,n i t s  pilgrimage thraugh 

unending ~ :?~mfp.  
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THE CHIJRCH I 3  LATIN &+ERICA TEN YEARS MEDELLIN* 

by Pe te r  Henriot 

Protect ion of  human r i g h t s ?  Not only is t h a t  an important i tem on 

Jimmy Car ter ' s  agenda, but it i s  a l s o  a key i s sue  f o r  tHe church i n  Latin 

America. 

In October of 1978, a major church ga ther ing  w i l l  t ake  place i n  

Mexico: the  Third General Conference of Latin American Bishops. Keld t o  

commemorate the  t e n t h  anniversary of  the  h i s t o r i c  Medellin Conference, 
t h i s  gathering w i l l  have long-term implicat ions not only f o r  t h e  Catholic  

Church i n  Latin America, but a l s o  f o r  the  church i n  o the r  p a r t s  of the  

world. But perhaps even more s i g n i f i c a n t  w i l l  be t h e  implicat ions of the  

Conference f o r  t h e  fu tu re  course of the  Latin American peoples' s t r u g g l e  

f o r  bas i c  human r i g h t s  and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  

That the s o c i a l  r o l e  of  t h e  Catholic  Church has been changing i n  
Latin America was c l e a r l y  noted - not a l toge the r  with enthusiasm - i n  the 

famous Rockefel ler  Report (prepared by Nelson Rockefel ler  f o r  Richard 

Nixon i n  1969). Once looked upon a s  the  conservat ive bast ion of t h e  

s t a t u s  quo, i n  many Latin coun t r i e s  the church has r ecen t ly  become t h e  
moving force f o r  s o c i a l  change, pro tec t ion  of t h e  poor,  and chal lenge t o  
oppressive powers. 

The p ivo ta l  moment f o r  t h i s  change i n  the  church waq the  Second 
General Conference of  the  Latin American Bishops, held i n  Medellin, 

Colombia, i n  1968. Meeting t o  respond t o  Vatican 11's c a l l  t o  u p d a t e  
p a s t o r a l  approaches, t h i s  Confcrence w ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  at l e a s t  t h r e e  
reasons: ( 1 )  it promoted widespread cooperation and interchange between 

theologians and church le-aders throughout Latin America; ( 2 )  it  i d e n t i f i e d  

t h e  massive problems of poverty and oppression as t h e  major chal lenge t o  

t h e  au then t i c i ty  and c r e d i b i l i t y  of  p r e x h i n g  the  Chr is t ian  gospel ;  and 

(3) i t  endorsed a s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  of the  s o c i a l  s i t u a ~ o n ,  such 59 is 
belng  explored by t h e  theologians o f  l i be ra t ion .  

Medellin spp.rked a dynamio renewal with t h e  church. The documents 

from the Confcrence supported a p a s t o r a l  approach geared toward transform- 

i n g  soc ie ty  through more mature f a i t h ,  doeper commitment t o  j u s t i c e  and 

peace, and adapta t ion  of tCe s t r u c t u r e s  of  t h e  church. Movements of  the 

l a i t y ,  o o m i d a d e s  dd base (groups of committed Chr is t ians  engaged i n  

ac t ion /  r e f l e c t i o n  processes of  "conscientization"), renewcd c a t e c h e t i c a l  

programs, s t rengthening of family programs, l i t u r g i c a l  renewal, long-terrr 

p1,mning; these  and many more t o p i c s  were s tud ied  at Medellin and guide- 

l i n e s  f o r  ac t ion  drawn up. 

B church ronewed and committed t o  " l i b e r a t i o n  from every form of  

* From: CENTER FOCUS, qusted i n  Info on Humm Ik?velopment, Xke 1977. 
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servi tude" could n o t ,  howcver, avoid coming i n t o  sharp conf l i c t  with 
fo rces  of p r iv i l ege  and oppression. This has been espec ia l ly  t r u e  i n  many 

s t a t e s  ruled by m i l i t a r y  d ic ta to r sh ips  (only a handfuJ~ of the Latin gu- 
vernments today have c i v i l i a n  leadership)  and insp i red  by a "National 

Secur i ty  State" ideology which i n  t h e  name of defense t a r r a s s e s ,  expels ,  

t o r t u r e s ,  and murders a l l  suspected "subocrsive" clcmcfits. In man:( of 
these  s t a t e s ,  anyone who takes  Nedellin se r ious ly  and prac t ices  it'. 
c v m g u l i c a l  c a l l  t o  be with the  poor is considcrcd "sub~:ersirre". Church- 
s t a t e  conf l i c t  and out r ight  persecution of l a i t y ,  r e l ig ious  and p r i e s t s  in 
Braz i l ,  Arguntina, Urugua;y, Paraguay, Bolivia, 1 sad 31 Sa!.vador are 

c l c a r  examples of t h i s  . 
Recently, one o f  the best-hown prophetic voices i n  Latin America, 

b m  Helder C a m a r a ,  Archbishop of Recifc-Olinda o f  Braz i l ,  pointed t o  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  by s t a t i n g  tha t  o f t en  "the only voice thz% has a chanco o f  
support ing the  poor is the voice of the  church." EL-: t h i s  hes d e f i n i t e  

consequences: " I f  a p r i e s t  o r  bishop o r  a r e l i g i o u s  s i s t e r  ~"iorks t o  cons- 
t r u c t  housing f o r  the  poor, he o r  she is ca l l ed  a s a i n t .  Eat if the same 
religious loader seeks t o  ; ~ c l p  t h c  poor by dcnouncin,~ k j u s t i c c  he o r  she 
i s  ca l l ed  a subversive,  a Marxist ." 

The impact of the 1.ledellin mceting on the  church i n  the Cnited Sta tes  
has a lso  been g rea t .  In te res t  i n  ins igh t s  from the  theology of l i b e r a t i o n  
has been s t i r r e d  at both academic and popular l e v e l s  i n  t h i s  country, and 

renewal of pa r i sh  and non-parlsh s t r u c t u r e s  through approacllcs s l m i l a r  t o  
t h e  comunidades de base i s  increasing. The very successful  " C a l l  t o  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Action" Gonfcrcnce i n  k t r o i t  last October w a s  f requent ly  spoken o f  as.a 
"quasi-Medellin" mceting. h d  t h e  r i s i n g  prominence o f  Spmish-spcaking 

(approximately 2577 of the US Catholic  has in  mqy  wa3.s mcant 
a grea t  i n t e r e s t  i n  Latin American church devclopmert. 

Ps a consequence o f  these developments s ince  Medellin, the re  is 
considerable i n t e r e s t  now in the  planning, agenda, snd process o f  the  u p  
ooming Confcrenoe i n  1978. E ¶ a y  i n  the United S t a t e s  m d  i n  o the r  OOM- 

t r i e s  w i l l  be watching c lose ly  as t h e  meeting draws nea r ,  Its agcnda w i l l  
probably focus on evangelizat ion,  with some e x p l i c i t  t i c s  t o  such s o c i a l  

j u s t i c e  issues as hwnw r i g h t s  and the  National Secur i ty  S ta te .  Some of 

t h e  questions t h a t  w i l l  be asked dur ing the  preparat ions are: 

1) H i l l  t h e r e  be any conservative pull-back from the s o l i d l y  
progressive stanoe taken at Medellin? 

2) Can the Conferenoe deal  c rea t ive ly  with tens ions  within t h e  

o k o h  itself and Between the  ohuroh and t h e  oppreeeive state, 
m i l i t a r y ,  and business s t r u c t u r e s ?  

3) How w i l l  t he  church handle such press ing  quest ions 3s new r o l e s  

f o r  women, soc ia l i s& movements f o r  j u s t i c e ,  popular r e l i g i o s i t y ,  

and inc rcns ing  secul?xiza t  ion? 

4) W i l l  the Conferenoe involve grassroots  i n p u t ,  continue the  
exploration of the theologians of liberntiol:, i n? i t e  observers 
from o t h e r  c:lurches snd o t h e r  n ~ t i o n s ,  snd e n g a s  i n  2 truly open 
process of dialogue? bwers t o  these  qucstinns a re  
importmt t o  anyone conccrncd t o d < ~  ,aboxt thc  ruturc of Latin 
h e r i c ? .  tomorrow. 



COUXSES -- 

-Rome~~ - Cantess 1978 For people k!ho a re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an ecumenical 
course on "The 91ble Today" two sess ion-  w l l l  be held: one i n  &gland 

from 20 Ju ly  t o  1 s t  ~ U F L ; ~  and one i n  Xomo f r o s  23rd June t o  5 th  J u l y .  

For information cn ? i t h e r  cou r se ,  ;iri t c  t o  CdJTZSS, 15 Dover S t r e e t  , 
Canterbury, Kent CT1 3H3, Z n c l a ~ d .  

S a n g r e  de Chr is to  Courje i s  a 100-dqr programme sponsored by t h e  

Chr i s t i an  S ro the r s  desig!lod f o r  b ro the r s  end p r i e s t  o f  middle y e a r s  

(about 35 t o  50 ) .  me p o g r m m e  involves l e c t u r e s ,  p r w e r  l i f e  and 

l i t u r g y ,  comfi~ni ty l i f e ,  work and r ec rea t inn .  A de-tai led account of  

t h e  programme i s  ~ v a i l a - 3 l c  a t  Scdos iJocumentation Centre o r  from t h e  

San,~c de Cnris to C f n t r s ,  Aoutc 4 Santa Fe, i'!?w !.4exico, 87501 U.S.8. 

-The Missionary Nature of thc  Church i s  t hc  t i t l e  of  a summer Workshop -- -. .- - ,- 
sponsored by t h e  U.S. Cathc l ic  Blission Council. It w i l l  hc h c l d  from 

9 J u l y  - 22, 1978 a t  Our L?.?y o -  t h c  Ldcc Un ive r s i t y ,  S m  ~ l n t o n i o ,  
Texas (411 S.V. 24th S t r ee t  S?n h t o n i o ,  Texas 78265 U.S.A.) 

-Cours d'QtB dc '1slamolgj.e. DL d imnchc  2 J u i l l c t  1978 ax vendredi  28 --- - 
j u i l l c t ,  un cours  dc 6 t6  d ' I ~ l a m o l o g i ~ : ,  en c n p r i t  de "dialogue islamo- 

. . chrQticn6":  au ra  lie1 j. 1 : L i s t i t u t  P o n t i f i c a l  d fE tudes  lirabr-6. Eor i rc  

diroctemcnt B 1' i n s t i t 1 ~ t  en. 1 ibel l .ant  "Cours d f  4-t6, 1978 ( ~ n s t i t u t  

P o n t i f i c a l  d t a u d c : .  c 49 Piazza S. , iyo l l inare ,  00186 Boma, 

I t a l i c . )  

--Tho FIth Confercnco of thc  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Association of Mission -- -- - - 
Studies  nn thu theme C:U3131iIT'i PJJ3 S?TBI'IU&IT: I N  NISSION w i l l  bc 

he ld  from 21 t o  26 Lq.ust,  -i978 a t  ?t.:?.ryknoll, New York. For informa- 

t i o n  c i t h e r  consul t  the: bsolclct st Scdo:: %cumentation Ccntrc o r  w r i t e  

t o  onc 3 n c r a l  Secret,-.ry TiSIS, Socrimzvela-m 43 Leiden, ~ J c t h ~ r l a n d s .  

-Two-thrcc iwek I r i s h  i.;issionzry Union S,pir i tuai  Renewal Courses i n  
June and Septcmbcr 1970 ... z l so  c t h r c c  conths '  coursc on t h e  P r i e s t l y  

Minis t ry  from Septumbor t n  Csccnbor" 1978. F,3r infora,at ion on t h e s e  

courses  m i t e  t o  n:U, 53 l,l"llingtc!i Road, Oublin 4 .  I r o l m d .  The 

newshcet 6/77 a l s o  l i s t s  se!*cr;il onc yG7.r courses  i n  dcvclo?mont 

s t u d i c s ,  mission.?.ry s t u d i c s  ca t cchc - t i c s ,  l i t u r f g  :and ccumenics . 
--The Mission Council mnounc3s Scminzrs f o r  missloners  on home leave  -- -- 

i n  t h i  Unitcd St?.tcs . TIC d?.t?:; a rc  JUT~. 7 1 - 24 Scptcmbcr 10 - 23 

November 26 - Dcccmbcr .i3. Vlritc t o  UL?C!JC 1302 Ziglltccnth S t r c o t  

N.Y. ':Je.shingtun C.C , 2003: 



-The I n s t i t u t o  S tud i  k i a t i c i  o f f e r s  a year  nrogramme on the  fo l lowing  
top ic s :  Modelli d i  C i v i l t b  pe r  L ' d b i a  d i  Comani, I1 Cammino dell'Uomo 
verso  L ' k s o l u t o ,  e  Tkcniche O r i e n t a l i  d i  Ricerca S p i r i t u a l e .  Per 
i n s c r i z i o n i  e  informazioni:  S e g r e t e r i a  I n s t i t u t o  S tudi  A s i a t i c i ,  Via 
blosi: Bianchi 94, 20149 Xilano. 

-Mission I n s t i t u t e  includes time t o  r e f l e c t  and t o  d i scuss  and t o  have - 
" the  opportuni ty t o  a s se s s  some p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic i s s u e s  
which a f f e c t  our  being-in-mission". Dates: June 4 t o  J u l y  1  and J u l y  
23 t o  August 19. I~ l r i te  t o  Mission I n s t i t u t e ,  Maryknoll, New York. 

10545. 

-CEViDl: Continuing educat ion of persons i n  l eade r sh ip  pos i t i on  i n  - 
Chr i s t i an  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  of va lues  and 
meaning (CZVa!) of Indi.mapolis USA is now a f f e r i n g  Chr i s t i an  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  a. programme f o r  t he  consc i en t i za t ion  of t h e i r  l eadersh ip .  It 
c o n s i s t s  of a f o u r  week cont inuing  educat ion s e s s i o n ,  a  onc y e w  
consu l t a t i on  s e r v i c e  and a  documentation f a c i l i t y .  The i n i t i a t i v e  is 
ecumcnicel. Places a r c  st i l l  ava i lxb le .  3br the  U.S. programme 
contac t :  Dr .  Brian Hall ,  Professional Circle  5726, Su i t e  106, Indiano- 

p o l i s  Ind. 46241 o r  f o r  t he  Rome p rog r .me :  Rev. Benjamin Tonna, 45 
h s k e t t  Road. Rabat, Republic of Malta t e l .  674408. 

-8daptation o r  Comgromisc A seminar considering recent  developments i n  

t he  rcalms of Theology, Prayer and K o r a l i t y  with a background of  
S c r i p t u r e .  k t e s  8 t h  t o  27th h g u s t  a t  Spodc House, Rugcley, S t a f f s .  
WS151 PT, England 

-Hawkstone Hall  Renewal Course 4th Scpt t o  1 s t  lkccmbcr. The purpose 

of  t h i s  course is s p i r i t u a l  and personal  renewal of p r i o s t s  and r c l i -  
gious.  Speakers include: Rev. B. Ahcrn CP, Rev. Scan OIRiordan, CSsR,  
Rev. F'rancis Sulliv:m, SJ and o the r s .  & t a i l s  from Rov. Dircctor  CSsR. 

Hawkstonc Hal l ,  l$cston, Shrcwsbury SY4 5LG, &gland 

We must accept  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he  purpose of leadersh ip  i s  not  t o  make 
the  przscnt  bearable.  Thc purposc of l eade r sh ip  is t o  m.zka the  fu tu re  

poss ib le  (from an address  by J0.m C h i t t l s t c r  OSB, 7.t t h e  LCWR Assembly 

1977). 



ITENS OF INTEREST 

Resources f o r  Chr i s t i an  Leaders - a guide f o r  Churches, Bmoninat ions,  

Missions and se rv ice  agencies,  published by MARC. Tnis includes a 

sec t ion  on how t o  loca te  resources  as  w e l l  as a r t i c l e s  on "Are 
Chr is t ian  Organizations Different  ?" and "Is'Managementl Chris t ian?" 

Sedos k c .  No. 4/2851 
Health C a r e  Guidelines f o r  use i n  developing coun t r i e s  by Fhfino Macagba 

is a l so  a MARC publ ica t ion .  Sedos k c .  No. B - B, 6/619 

Samples of the ma te r i a l  used f o r  t h e  In te rna t iona l  D a y s  f o r  a Socie ty  
going beyond kminat ions l iavebeen received.  Short Discussion Texts 
and Case Studies  are avai lable  on such top ics  as: "Kimvuka Y a  
Intondo", a p a s t o r a l  method i n  Za i re ,  "U)C: A movement f o r  the  
liberation of t h e  oppressed i n  ?o r tuga l l  e t c .  'Ihe s tudy days were 
launched as an i n t e rna t iona l  programme by the  Braz i l i an  Episcopal 
Conference (CIJBB). It i s  open t o  a l l  groups, o r g m i z a t i o n s  a d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  "a s o c i e t y  going beyond domination". 
This i n t i t i z t i v e  i s  the  cont inuat ion  of the  programme th2.t the  CNBB 
adopted i n  1973, on the  occasion of the 25th a n n i v c r s x y  of t h e  

U . N ' s  Universe1 i k c l a r z t i o n  on IIuman Rights and the  10th anniversary 
of tho encj.clica1 "Pacem i n  Tcr r i s " .  ( h r  more information c f .  p. 
178 of the C I C A  Chronica f o r  November, 1977). TIatcrial i s  ava i l ab le  
from the I3lropca.n of f icc  et S e c r e t a r i e t  dlAppui dcs Journ6cs Interna- 
t i o n a l c s ,  14 rue Saint-Benoit , 75006 Pa r i s ,  Fr i~nce .  Sedos k c .  NO. 
4/2848 a - b 4/2849 e - b - c .  

. iBibl iogra7hy on kvelopmdnt Education has becn received from the  
Central  &rcau of Catholic  Education. Tnc bibliography is an e f f o r t  
t o  cont r ibute  n a t i o n a l l y  and in t a r i l a t iona l ly  towards thc educat ion 
f o r  pcacc, j u s t i c c  and the  new in tcm.a t iona1 rc1,-.tions. Copics are  

avai lable  from Wlreau Bc?ziudcnhoutsewcg, 275, Thc Hague, Netherlands. 
Scdos k c .  iJo. 4/2760. 

Thc 1978 Ehlti-Ei~dia In te rna t ione l  Handbook, published i n  co l l abora t ion  

rrlth Sonolux h ~ s  a s  i t s  theme "Focus on Croup Media" . It d i scusses  
t h e  ccc le sc io log ica l  aspect of  group media along with i ts  usc i n  
c?.tcchctics and r e t r e a t s . .  Copies ava i l ab le  from Multi-Media 
Intcrn.?t ion?l  Borgo S. S p i r i t o ,  5 C.P. 9048 00.100 Roma. Sedos Ibc.  

No. 13 - 5 ~ s c ) ,  6/596. 

Immagine dcll'uomo - un c a t n l o p  b ib l iog ra f i co  e s t e r 0  - t h i s  b ib l io-  
graphy of books published i n  var ious  languages i s  avai lable  e i t h e r  
a t  the Scdos kcuments.tion Ccntrc o r  from E.K.1. Via Mcloncello 3/3 



40135 Bologna. Id0 a re  indebted t o  thc  Verona Fathers  who noted it 
i n  t h e i r  newsle t ter .  Sedos Coc. NO. 4/2754 

Fur those who read Swedish a oopy o f  Svensk Miss ions t idskr i f t  published 
by the  Swedish Missionary Council. Ar t ic les  included arc "Church 
History of the  Third 'hr ld"  by Terence Ranger, "The Temporal &tho- 

r i t y  of the  Maronite Pat r iarchate  i n  20th Century Lebanon" by D. 
Kerr. We are g r a t e f u l  t o  Dr. H a l l e n c m t z  f o r  t h i s  i ssue .  In i t  
he has wr i t ten  an a r t i c l e  on the  Universi ty and Missionary Research 
t o  cormnemorate the  500th anniversary of the  Univers i ty  of Uppsala. 
Sedos k c .  NO. 5; 133 

 he 1977 Theology Annual of the  Holy S p i r i t  Seminary, H.K. contains the  
f i n a l  d r a f t  of the  proposed new cannon law on marriage, a d iscuss ion 
of Chinese t r n n s l % t i o n s  of thc  Bible a d  an a r t i c l e  on "Joy from a 
Theological Viewpoint" incorpora t ing  Chinese philosophical  and 
Christ ian r e l i g i o u s  concepts. Sedos lbc .  No. B - 6, 6/617. 

At t i tudes  of the  American !Jamen i?eligious '%wards the  Concept of 
Mission- a research  report  submitted t o  the U.S. Catholic F i s s ion  
Council by Joseph Shields. In a recent  l e t t e r  from S i s t e r  Qnn 
Gormly SNILN of  the  Council shc wr i t e s  "We now have a revised 
questionnaire prepared and we have announced it with enclosed 
l e t t e r .  Some congres.tions arc  u s i n g  the  typology of the  s tudy f o r  

t h e i r  o m  reflection on mission. >lc h?ve drawn up some quest ions t o  
s t imulate such s e l f  study." Lnother enclosure descr ibes  the current  

projec t  on "Convivcncia-Gonvcrgcnce-Solidarity". Sedos k c .  NO. 

4/2658. 

The Centre d8Inform;..tion des O I C  now publishes a newhee t  ca l l ed  

" k s s i e r  C I O I C .  Recent i s sues  d c a l  with "Informations Intcrnation- 
a l e s  de GonBve, Ie P r o g m e  des Nations Unies pour l e  Dcwloppement 

e t  IE Iko i t  a L a  Mer: Une Urgence. rhrail?"ble from C I O I C  1 rue  de 

Varembe 1211 Cen6ve 20. Sedos k c .  No. 5.134. 

Echoes dc l a  Fue du Bac ITcembre, 1977 c a r r i e s  an account of the recent  - 
meeting i n  P a r i s  of t h e  CXCC (Catholics  i n  &rope Concerned wi th  
China). Scdos Coc. No. 2. MEP (,ERE 113). !Je a l s o  havc received an 

repor t  of the meeting from Fr. Lazzarotto, PIME. Scdos k c .  NO. 

4/2850. 

Un Bonzo D c l  Laos Racconta: i n t c r v i s t a  con una a u t o r i t a  buddista l ao  
r i f u g i a t a  in  Tai landia  naccol ta  da  P. P.larcello Zago , omi 

Sados Coc . ?L .' "42347 



Thc Outlook 'dinter Issue;  1977 contains the conference pap%- of Nission - 
Today". P a w r s  included arc "The wy,  i i s s i o n  Today: Continu- - 
i n g  &cation of the  tfissioned" by Fr. John Blewctt , S.J., : 
"blission a t  Home: Post Christ ian" by T. Curt is  Hwqardi "Tilission a t  
Home-Non Chr is t ian"  by Michael Hollings and "Tlission !,broad" by 
Bishop Edward OIMoara. Sedos k c .  No. 5/0 (15/8/77) 

A Socio-Thcology o f  Lett ing Go: the r o l e  of a F i r s t  World Church Facing 

Third World Peoples by Maria iugusta  ?ha1 S.N.D. de N. Sedos Ibc.  
No. Bd, 6/618. 

Summer P.esourccs i s  a guide t o  professional and personal  groivth 

opportunit ies  o f f c r ~ d  i n  the U.S. dur ing  the Summer of 1978. It is 

available from Ci2UX. 75 Champlain S t rec t  idbany New York 12204. 

Two very a t t r a c t i v e  yearbooks r e c e n t l y  received are: On A l l  Continents: 

t h e  Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 1977. Sedos Dm. No 3/148 D - 2 and 

The J e s u i t s  1977-78, Sedos Ibc. NO 3/147 D - 3 ( a l s o  avai lable  i n  - 
French. 

Libermann: Ju i f  S d o n  1'Evangile 1802-1852 par  i'lgr. Jean Gay. Sedos - 
I ~ c  NO. 3/150 D - 1. Le P&re Jacques Laval: Le Saint  de l l I l e  
Maurice 180+1864 pa r  Joseph Michel Sedos Ibc  NO. 3/149 D - 1. 

Fr. Ebhlmann's l a t e s t  book is Process ad Addis Abeba 1980 (une t r ibun-  
a l e  per  l e  missione). Sedos Ibc No. 6/601 C - 2. (Sedos Ibcumenta- 
t i o n  Centre suppl ied  some of t h e  mater ia l  used i n  t h e  book). 

For those who found Fk. Godwin's a r t i c l e  on Mission S p i r i t u a l i t y  
(SVD Journal No. 17) u s e f i l  we now have @is book Spend and Be Spent 
( ~ e d o s  Ibc No. 6/599 C - 6) 

Two d i r e c t o r i e s  available:  Egldse en Iran 1977 (Sedos Ibc No. 6/602 
C - 1) and Japan Catholic Directory 1977; Sedos Doc No. 6-598 C - 1. 

XY-X)*X*X** 

Sedos quoted elsewhere 
*n Vatican radio.. .material on a n d u  women from the  E h l l e t i n  

of 15 B c .  1977. 
-in World l i s s i o n  f o r  B c .  1977...Fr. McGourn's paper on "The 

Gospel and h t e r c u l t u r a n t i o n  among t h e  &maras" given a t  the Sedos 
Assembly Bcember, 1976. 

- -mater ia l  on human r i g h t s  i n  I C A ,   an - Feb 1978), the 
b u l l e t i n  of the Missionary S i s t e r s  of the  Immaculate Heart of Mary. 



S E  D O S  

EXECUTIVE COl.PIITTEZ 

1Imm 

The Sedos Fxecutivc Committee met a t  Sedos on M o n w  23rd January at 3.30pm. 
Present r e r e :  Fr.  Timmcrmms, cssp Sr .  Godelieve ProvB, s c m  

Sr. Dsnitc floGonngle, ssnd Fr.  Joseph L?ng, mm 
Fr. P. Divarkar, s j  S r .  Mmy Rotto, fmm 
Br. Pablo Basterccchea, f s c  Sr. Joan Dclaney,mm 

Fr. Hi l lengass ,  s j ,  ws present  t o  give information on t h e  h i r i n g  of s t a f f  
i n  I t a ly .  

1. STAFF POLICY 

Fr. Hil lcngass shared h i s  l m o w l o d ~  of present  l e g i s l a t i o n  and p rac t i ces  
i n  h i r i n g  s t a f f  i n  I t a l y .  

In t h e  discussion t h a t  followed Fr. Timermans expressed t h e  view t h a t  
s ince it wm unl ike ly  we would get  r e l i g i o u s  personnel,  s t a f f  weuld,therefore, 
be a b i g  i tem i n  t h e  budget,  2nd funding would be necessary. Preparatory 
t o  t h a t ,  a plan f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  is needed. Fr. Divarkar and Fr. Lang, 
Sr.  fimy, Sr .  Danita and Sr .  Joan w i l l  meet on Tucsdw 3 l s t  January t o  dis-  
cuss t h e  plan and s t a f f  needs. 

The Order of Franciscans Minor requestcd membership. The &eoutive Corn --- 
mittee unanimously accepted t h e  OWl's as t h e  44th Sedos member. - --.- -- 

On January 25th, the  Executive Secretary w i l l  v i s i t  t h e  ibgust in ians  
who h-.ve requested information about Sedos . 
3. TED N M T  C;FNERN, XSEBTBLY 

It was agreed t o  hold t h i s  on l*londqy 29th Ma,y. Fr. Timermans s u g ~ s t e d  - 
one poss ib le  speaker. ~ u g g c s t i o n s  m e  a l s o  expected on t h e  Zvnluation 
Shoets. Br. Pablo w i l l  f i n d  out i f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Brothers Generalate i s  
avai lable  a t  t h a t  time. It was  suggested we n o t i f y  Fr. Systermnns of the  USG 
of the da te  i n  view of t h e  non-Catholic de legates  who mc2y a t t e n d  the  USC 
meeting i n  K a y  and who might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Scdos meeting. 

4. DATE IiNn TIME OF' NEXT MEETING 

27th Februczry a t  3.30pm. a t  Sedos 

Other meetings a r e  scheduled for:  10 Flarch Friday - 3.30pm. 
12 April We.lednesday - 3.30pm. 
10 l a y  14ednesday - 3.30pm. 




