


L NEW SERVICE TO THE WORLD OF TODAY 

by Pcdro h r u p e ,  S.J. 

( i t d r e s s  del ivered a t  the opening nf the Third I n t e r h e r i c a n  Congress of 

Religious, held i n  Montreal, Canada, November 21, 1977. ) 

Your i n v i t a t i o n  t o  address you on t h i s  occasion is a p r iv i l ege  f o r  

which I th& you s incere ly .  It gives me the opportunity,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  
t c  coavcy t o  you t h e  cordia l  greet ings  of the  In ternat ional  Conference of 

iicligious (U.S.G. 2nd u.I.s.G.) and, i n  t h e i r  name, t o  t e l l  you how much 
we appreciate and admire your u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  fo r  the  renewal and the  

f o s t e r i n g  of r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  So, i n  t h e i r  naa" and mine: Thank you very 

cuch ! 

l%c theme of your Congress i s  "The f i t u r c  ef ReligLous Life m a t  lie 

:.re Building T o s t h e r  f o r  Tomorrow", I would l i k e  t o  mC&e a contr ibut ion 
t c  ytiur s t u Q ,  by s h w i n g  with you r e f l e c t i o n s  on a question which is 
p r i o r  t o  t5is v i s i o n  of the f'uturc, and which, i n  s c a t  measure, can con- 
d i t i o n  t h i s  v i s i o n .  The question: W a t  i s  the f l e a t e s t  se rv ice  which 

r e l i g i c u s  c m  give t o d w  to humanity and t o  the Church? 

Cur. s t a r t i n g  point i s  the  i d e a  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  has mcming t o  
t h s  extent t h a t  it is a scrvioe c f  the  Church and of humanity, and th?t  

it h m  a fb tu re  t o  the extent t h a t  it c m  continue t o  provide t h i s  ser- 
v i c e  in  an c f f e c t i v c  ww. The r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t e  of men o r  women which 

sees i t s e l f  - o r  i s  rcoo@ized by others  - ns incapable of such service  
would be, f r o m  t h a t  moment on, t h e  " f i g  t r e e  t h a t  bears no f r u i t "  with 

no r igh t  t o  a place i n  the  sun,  des t ined f o r  uproo t ing . ( l )  

tha t  i s  t h e  service  which r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  should provide today? The -- 
accent is on today,  bec.mse today i s  the  fi&t s t o p  t o  thc  f'uture. The 
i ~ o r l d  ci.,,?ngcs; ?nd chmging with it is the concrete service it  expects 

f r o a  us.  The sorvice  which each re l ig ious  i n s t i t u t e  - of men o r  women - 
c,an render is d i f f e r e n t  because t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  t h e  fundamental c h a r i s m  
a re  d i f fe ren t .  lnd such concrcte servicc  must be subject  t o  avolut icn  i f  
it i s  t o  rcnain cff ioacious i n  t h e  ever-changing "here and now". 

E l t ,  is t h e r e  not some common denominator which remains c o n s t a t  and 

neccscmy fo r  a l l  re l ig ious  i n s t i t u t e s ?  Yes, t h e r e  is - given t h a t  r e l i -  
gious l i f o ,  :!hatcvcr bc the  p z r t i c u l s  modelity sdopted by each i n s t i t u t e ,  
i s  .';he @-pol brought t o  l i f e ,  t h e  imi ta t ion  o f  Chr is t .  From t h i s  fund+ 
mcr.';?.l a sp i ra t ion  which a l l  sharc  - t h e  fol lowing of Christ - a r i s e s  the  

conr;n;--1 ;::~ich a l l  share fo r  o f f e r i n g  the  bes t  poss ib le  service  t o  Christ 

i n  the  fu tu re ,  which is the theme of your Congress. From t h i s  source 
riqcr; n l rn  the need t o  know f i r s t  and foremost what is t h a t  s p e c i a l  service 



which the  newness of the gaspel demands of us today. The f u t u r e  depends 
on how we answer t h i s  question. O r  be t t e r :  The fbture is a l ready em- 
bodied, l i k e  an embryo, i n  our response. 

The newness of t h e  Gospel 

The newness of the  gospel l i e s  i n  i ts  fhndamental l aw:  You s h a l l  
love your neighbor as yourse l f ,  f o r  i n  t h i s  precept alone the  whole law is 
contained ( 2 ) .  And, "as I have loved you, so you should love one another" 

(3 ) .  This "as I" i s  the t r u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c :  "In t h i s  s h a l l  men know 
t h a t  you are  m y  d i s c i p l e s t t  (4) .  And t h i s  uncondit ional  love f o r  God and 

f o r  the brothers  and s i s t e r s  is s e r v i c e ,  l i k e  t h e  service  of C h r i s t ,  unto 
death  ( 5 ) ,  not seeking t o  be served but t o  serve  (6), not content t o  give 
of our possessions,  but giving ourse lves ,  l ay ing  as ide  a l l  self-oentered- 
ness ,  jus t  as Chr is t  who "took on t h e  condition of a slave" (7 ) .  

This newness of t h ~  gospel i s  a guiLing p r inc ip le  of l i f e  f o r  every 
Christ ian.  That which brings a Chr i s t i an  t o  a q u a l i t a t i v e  leap  and makes 
him a re l ig ious  is  t h e  all-demanding r a d i c a l i t y  of t h a t  lovc and se rv ice ,  
given concrete r e a l i t y  i n  a  profession of l i f e  according t o  the  gospel,  
and publicly dedicated t o  God and t c  the Church (8). 

In other  words, the  vocation of one who i s  chosen by C h r i s t  ("you 
have not chosen me; I chosen you" ( 9 )  , i s  not only t o  announce o r  
preach C h r i s t ,  but t o  implant t h e  m s p e l  d ispensat ion  and w a ~  of l i f e ,  
t o  b r ing  men and women t o  love onc another as Chr is t  has loved us ,  t o  
b r i n g  thcm t o  t h e  awareness t h a t  t h i s  love has becn given t o  them f r e e l y  
by another - another  who has loved them t o  the  point  of wanting t o  share 
h i s  very o m  lovc with thcm by dying and r i s i n g  f o r  them and making hi* 
s e l f  t h e i r  food i n  t h e  Ehcharist. This i s  the  way t o  a r r ive  a t  Christ ian 
matur i ty  (10).  

Service t o  the  world of today 

a .  The s t a t e  of t h e  world 

We are a l l  aware of the amazing achievements of contemporary c i v i l i -  
zation: mater ia l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  tcc:mological, as well as i n  the  r e l i g i o u s ,  
humanitarian, and e t h i c a l  f i e l d s .  And y e t ,  our world is threa tened by 
two ghosts: poverty and w a r .  There i s  no wa,y t o  abol ish  un less  we 
f i r s t  do awaJ  with hunger, ma lnu t r i t ion ,  and thk lack  of human d i g n i t y  
which proceed, at l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  from in to le rab le  i n j u s t i c e  and oppression. 
In the  next t h i r t y  years ,  when the  number of human bsings w i l l  have reached 
s i x  b i l l i o n ,  how w i l l  f i ve  b i l l i o n  of thcm put up with being deprived of 
t h e i r  na tu ra l  r i g h t s ,  e spec ia l ly  when the  number of nuclear powers w i l l  
have increased beyond any con t ro l?  In the year  2000, i f  t he re  i s  no 
change i n  present  t r ends ,  -the s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  be much worse. The r i c h  w i l l  
have grown r i c h e r ;  the poor, poorer.  The numerical d i f ference  between 
r i c h  and poor and the  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f ference  between t h e i r  s tandards  of 
l i v i n g  w i l l  have become gigant ic .  How long can t h i s  go on? 



b. The place of  t h e  human 

Today it has  become evident  t h a t  human beings ( o r  we) could make 
t h i s  a  more j u s t  world, but t h a t  wc do not w a n t  t o .  T h ~ i n e c p a l i t i e s  
and i n j u s t i c e s  can no longer be considered a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  c e r t a i n  
f a t a l i s m  of n a t u r e ;  they  arc tho  work of  human beings and of our  s e l f -  
ccnteredness . 

"hose self-centeredness? It would be very  convenient and pac i fy ing  
t o  place t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  s t ruc tu red  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
i n j u s t i c e  on t h e  anonymous and s i n i s t e r  mul t ina t iona l  corpora t ions ,  o r  on 
one o r  two of  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  g i a n t s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  powers. I f  those  corpo- 
r a t i o n s  o r  s t a t e s  e x i s t  a t  a l l ,  it i s  because - t oge the r  with o t h e r s  - 
Chris t ians  have S u i l t  them, promoted them, o r  a r e  t h e i r  submissive 
customers. Many governments a re  what they are - i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  brother- 
hood o r  community and incapable of  r e s t r a i n i n g  t h e  fo rces  o r  a s n t s  of 
i n j u s t i c e  - bccause t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  w i l l  never agree t o  make a s a c r i f i c e ,  
t o  cease being dr iven  by ha t r ed ,  t o  a l l q y  t h e i r  passion t o  have morc and 
more, t o  accept a morc modcst l i f e  s t y l e ,  a l l  t h i s  f o r  the sake of  eas ing  
t h e  poverty which keeps tho v a s t  majori ty of mankind under the  whip. 
l r n i n g  tile antenna toward o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  world: it is because we do 
not  look f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  y e r r i l l a  warfare o r  v io lence  in 
t h e  establishment ar.d advocacy of r i g h t s  i n  j u s t i c e .  

c. "Homo consumens" 

An enormous p e r c c n t w  of  t h e  men and women wh, l i v e  i n  coun t r i e s  
t h a t  abound i n  ma te r i a l  e o d s  seem t o  havc changed the  name of ou r  spec ies  
from "homo sapiens" t o  "homo consumens." From infancy w a r e  scu lp ted  
and shaped i n t c  consumers by t h e  hands of an a d v e r t i s i n g  rrhich is now l i k e  
t h e  a i r  we brez tho  . And once t h i s  "homo consumi.ns" is produced, hi! o r  shc 
and the  ads ,  e x c r t  t h e i r  inf luence i n  t u r n  on the  economy, c r e a t i n g  and 
j u s t i f y i n g  more and g r e a t t ~ r  needs.  m e  superf luous becomcs thu cunvcnicnt;  
t h e  convunicnt bicomes thc  necessary;  t h e  necessary  becomes ii ldispensable 

( 1 1 ) .  

j dvc r t i e ing  techniques a r e  s t u d i e d  oxpe r t ly  i n  order  t o  t beyond 
t h c  ratior.al  and conscious l e v e l  t r ,  t h e  unconscious, with dcc i s ivo  
inf luence on u r  psychology and on our  dec is ions .  It has gone so  f a r  
t h a t  some a rc  a sk ing  i f  wt havt any freedom l e f t  t o  bchavd independently. 

d .  Consumer s ~ c i c t y  

Thcy do not r e s t  content with shaping t h e  pe r sona l i ty  of t he  
consumcr. Tkey c r e a t e  as well  t ho  consumer s o c i e t y ,  wit11 i t s  own va lues ,  
a t t i t u l l e s  and laws,  with overt  awareness of c l a s s  s u p e r i o r i t y .  I n  t h i s  
s o c i c t y  "liberty" means the  unl imi ted  use of goods, s e rv ices  , and money. 
"Development" means t o  posscss morc, i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  u rban iza t ion ,  
increasing pe r  c a p i t a  inccmc. "Freedsm of infarmation",in t h i s  scheme 
of thing.;, is assured provided i t  comes from a c c r t a i n  source and moves 
t o  c c r t a i n  goals .  The overriding purpose i s  t o  open o r  cnlargc markcts, 



t o  bu i ld  up p r o f i t s ,  and t o  t h i s  end,  t o  t u r n  tho "global v i l l age"  i n t o  

a. "company town". The cen t ra l  point:  qy s o l f .  Other people: th ings  t o  
scrvc  qy purpcso. The motive: p r o f i t .  Thc moral norm: e f f i c i ency .  The 

moans: whatever works - l e t  tho chips f a l l  wherc thcy may. 

e .  Youth and consumer socioty 

By i n t u i t i o n  ycung people have rcvolted agains t  t h i s  s t a t s  o f  

a f f a i r s ,  rejecting consumer s o c i e t y ,  Evcrywherc t h e r e  a rc  groups of 

young people who break with thc  s o c i c t y  around them and adopt a simplc 

s t y l e  of l i f c .  mcy r e j e c t  a l l  discrimination beyond tha t  which i s  
requi red  by tho d i v ~ r s i t y  of needed se rv iccs  f o r  tho community. Thcy 

hold t h e i r  possessions i n  common. This i s  an open brcak with oonsumcr 

s o c i c t y ,  and, aiming beyond cap i t a l i sm,  thcy a r c  f i g h t i n g  agains t  indus- 
t r i a l  socic ty  i t s e l f ,  r a d i c a l l y  u p s c t t i n g t h ?  l o g i c  of abundance, even 

i n  i t s  c o l l e c t i v i s t  version. Without denying thc  c o n f l i c t  between 

c l a s s e s  of soc ic ty  and the c o n f l i c t  among na t ions ,  young peoplc perceive 

and dcnounce a morc r a d i c a l  a d  profound abusc: t h a t  c f  m a n  aga ins t  nature.  

f .  How construct  a "socie ty  of suff ic iency"?  

From a l l  t h i s  it scems c l e a r  t h a t  f r u g a l i t y  o r  a u s t c r i t y  of l i f e  

emcrges as absolutely necessary f o r  t h e  mater ia l  an(: s o c i a l  s u r v i v a l  of 

tho  human race .  Even the loaders of the  matzrialist-Marxist p a r t i e s  

rccognizc th i s :  

i n s t c r i t y  i s  not jus t  an instrument of p s l i t i c a l  
expcdicncy, t o  rzsolve temporary d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  it i s  

the  means of g s t t i n g  trl thi: root  - ant: of c s t ab l i sh ing  

tho p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  s o l i d  reconstruction - of a 

systcm u n d e r g i n g  a dzcp s t r u c t u r a l  c r i s i s ,  a f f e c t i n g  

the foundati ,>n,  not j u s t  tho jo in ts .  d system whoso 

trademark i s  wastc , cxtravaganco, morc and marc 

unbridled consumorism. i ~ l s t u r i t y  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  new 

scale  of valuss: rigar, c f f i c i i n c y ,  s o b r i e t y ,  jus t i ce .  

i, p c l i t i c s  of a u s t z r i t y ,  of r i g o r ,  of war on waste, i s  

an unavoidable necess i ty  f o r  everybody. It i s  the  

d r i v i n g  power df thu s t rugg le  f o r  the  gcnera l  trans- 
formation of socic ty ,  o r  a t  l c a s t  of t h e  ideas  on 

which s o c i ~ t y  i s  t o  be b u i l t  ( 1 1 ) .  

How m c h  more couli: be s a i d  by onc who analyzcs contemporary socio ty  

with Gospel c r i t e r i a  an? means. Ev3rybocIy admits the ncccss i ty  of t a k i n g  

somc e f f e c t i v e  s t e p s ,  and t h i s  cannot bu done without grzat sacrifices. 
But wkio i s  ready t o  maki them? Nobo* does anything,  bi-cause no one has 
t h c  motivation s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  amd persuasive f o r  the k in< of sacri- 
f i c e  t h a t  a  morc f r u g a l  l i f e  dcmands. Thc poor person says: kt the  r i c h  

begin;  I havc had enough f r u g a l i t y  already! The r i c h  person says: 14hy 
should I give up what I have l cg i t ima tc ly  gained? It w i l l  not do any 



good i f  others do not do the same. Let them begin,  then wc s h a l l  see !  - 
ifid S O ,  nobocly does anything. 

A d  so ,  jus t  a s  t o  create t h e  consumer s o c i e t y ,  onc begins by 
c r e a t i n g  and educating "homo consumms", i ts  bas ic  element, so i n  thc  
same ww, i n  ordcr t o  create a j u s t  an3 balanced soc ie ty ,  with t h e  possi- 

b i l i t y  of sumrival,  wc havc t o  begin c rea t ing  "homo scrvicns" (12) who 
has a  sense of s o l i d a r i t y  and being brother o r  s i s t e r  t o  a l l .  On one 
s i d e  vie havc "homs consumens", egocentr ic ,  e g o t i s t i c a l ,  obsossed with 

having ra the r  than with being, a  s lave  of sclf-created needs, u n s a t i s f i e d  - 
and envious, whose only moral pr inoiple  is t o  p i l e  up wealth. On t h e  

o th2r  s i d c ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  is "homo servicns" who has no dosire f o r  more 
p3ssession, but f o r  mcre being, who seeks t o  develcp a capaoity f o r  - 
service  t o  o thers  i n  s o l i d a r i t y ,  with a modest sense of what is "suff i -  

c ient" .  Our f i r s t  o b l i m t i o n  as r e l ig ious  w i l l  be t o  become "homines 
servicntes" who l i v c  with what i s  su f f i c ien t .  

Urwnt neccl of a solut ion 

Tho u n i v e r s a l i t y  of t h i s  mental and s o c i a l  malformation, the  dopth 
and complcxity of what it implics,  and the g rav i ty  of i t s  e f f e c t s  has 
made t h i s  problem number one i n  importance and urgoncy. Fach and cvcry- 
one here present should fuel  i t  i n  our f l e sh .  must make haste",  

c r i e d  the Holy Father ,  "there arc s i t u a t i o n s  wh3sn i n j u s t i c e  c r i e s  t o  

heaven." (13). " l l ~ c  joys and the hopes, ths g r i e f s  and the anx ie t i e s  of 
the  men ~ n d  women ,of t h i s  agz, f s p i o i a l l y  thoso who are poor o r  i n  any 
wa,y a f f l i o t c d ,  these  too are the  jcys and hopes, the  gr iefs  and anx ie t i e s  
of t h ~  followers of Christ!!' (14) .  

TIC c m c  IIoly Father,  specking t o  re l ig ious ,  said:  I'lith grcator  
a t t en t ion  t h m  evur bzfore you must l i s t a n  t o  t h e  "cry of the poor" out 
of the  depths of t h c i r  personal need and co l l ec t ive  misery... This cry  
o b l i ~ s  you t o  rouse your consciences... It movcs some of you t o  jo in  the 
poor in  t h e i r  poverty, t o  share t h e i r  sharp anx ie t i e s .  It limits your 
use of material goods t o  tha t  which i s  required by tha  tasks  of your 

vocation. You havc t o  manifest i n  your d a i l y  l l v e s  the  evidences, r:ven 
ex te rna l  o m s ,  of authentic poverty (15). "The nccds of today's  brorld, 
i f  you l e t  them touch you as p a r t  of your int imate union with Chr i s t ,  

lenZ a? urgency and depth t o  ysur povarty." I f  i t  is obviously necessary 
t o  take into accourit the human milieu i n  which you l i v e  in  order t o  adapt 

your s t y l e  of l i f e  t o  i t ,  your poverty cannot bc a  pure and simple con- 
formity with the cus tom of t h i s  mil ieu.  Your poverty 's  value as witness 
w i l l  come from a  e n c r o u s  rosponse t o  the  ohallcn@ of  thc @spe l  i n  
t o t a l  f ic le l i ty  t o  your vocation, and not just  from a  concern about 
appearing poor ( 16). 

Ts  t h i s  "cry of tho poor" thcrc  i s  joined i n  tho hear t s  o f  r e l ig ious  
the  echo of the  unconditional "yes" spoken personally t o  Clxrist when we 



acccptod h i s  i n v i t a t i o n :  "Sc l l  what y . 7 ~  have, give it t o  t h e  poor and 

come fol low me." (17)  

But dozs t:us ~ > b l l g a t i o n  ancl necessity f o r  a c t i o n  nian t h a t  we have 
t o  &T t o  t : ~  barr icar lcs  - t~ r o v ~ l u t i o n ?  No. It dsis not oven imply 

prcfcrcncc  f.)r a  p a r t i c u l a r  f ~ r m  of  a p o s t . ) l a t i .  Each i n s t i t u t e  has  i t s  

own forms and p r i o r i t i e s .  But it Goes c a l l  a l l  f  u s  t s  s ~ l i d a r i t y  - 
not  s n l y  a f fcc t iv ;  bu t  a l so  i f f c c t i v c  - with t h c  poor. !do sh,.~ulC - - 
re1inquis:l many t h i n 5  t h a t  svem noccssary ! '-JC a r c  gnmbling f o r  t h e  

c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h c  p s p o l  and ?f t l ~ ;  C:lurch with t h i s  s o l i d a r i t y ,  f r u g a l i t y  

and zu thcnt ic  povsrt;-(18). The Council hns t o l d  us:  It is necessary  f o r  

re l i ,y i?us  t o  be posr  i n  dood and i n  s p i r i t  (19) 

Tho f r u ~ a l i t y  m G  re1inquis:mcnt hLx t s  zxtend t o  our moans of 

evan&l iza t inn  as  wel l .  ??e mst n s t  b~ lt!l a s t r w  by the  f a l s e  l u r o  of  
e f f i c i ~ n c y .  Ra th i r  wd should makc suro  i:lat t h s  means of  our  l a b o r  a r c  
no more than  j u s t  t h a t ,  mzms, j u s t i f i d? .  by a  propor t iona te  ~ n d .  i~pp ly ing  

t h e  "tantum quantum" p r i n c i p l i  i f  S t .  I p a t i u s  , we i d i l l  m a k d  use  of  them 

on ly  t~ t h e  cx ton t  t h a t  tthcy w e  &nuincly ind ispensable  f s r  tho extension 

s f  t h e  Kingdom s f  C h r i s t ,  without any persznal  gain .dr .my impairment of 

our  dctachcd freedom. 

fit cnaugh ~f  argumentation. What we need i s  r c f l c c t i s n  and, above 

a l l ,  execut ion,  ac t i i iu !  I f  i n  t h c  face  , f  t h i s  c h a l l e n ~  we do no t  givc -- 
an answer t h a t  i s  racl ical ly  o v a n 7 y l i c e l ,  t h o ~  r e l i g i s u s  l i f e  l o s r a  i ts  
reason f o r  s u r v i v a l .  I f ,  however, w;. r e s p ~ n d  t, t h i s  challen,-c wi th  t h e  

c:epth and thc  energy which Chr is t  anG m7my w?rthwhilo cmdiclates f d r  

religious l i f e  expect  of u s ,  t h e n  we s h a l l  see  a  f l o t e r in : ?  -md oxubcrant 

~ I w t h .  

I th ink  we :lave rcachcd t h e  p a i n t  s f  ask ing  - ~ u r s e l v c s  t h e  fo l lowing  

p e s t i m s :  

- !h,t cloos rcl igi t ,us  poverty mcvl f o r  me? 
- !&at i s  my f e e l i n g  w h ~ n ,  i n  i n t i n a t e  c ~ l l o q u y  with Chr is t  poor ,  I 

thinlc ab.bsut a l l  t h a t  I have ancl use? How many t h i n @  d? I have 

t l ~ t  n r ~  eupcrf  1u.-us? 

- bhon 1 s&y t h a t  I w a n t  t o  givc up something t o  he lp  t h e  poor ,  what 

do I i n  f a c t  give up? It i s  no t  t~ t h e  po in t  t . 2  szy t h a t  it is a  

symb:.lic a c t .  iJz a r c  not  i n t c r ~ s t i d  i n  symbolism a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  
but i l l  r s a l  e f f e c t i v ~  o c t i j n  b32ich acc:~mplishos what i t  
proclaims. Rocal l  t:~: imrds :if S t .  Jmus :  I f  y  >U  lo no t  give 

t:wm i ~ a t  t h e y  n ~ s c :  t~ l i v e ,  r.rh,=.t do y > u r  w:)rds p r o f i t ?  ( 2 0 )  

This "cc~nvers i~ ln  t~ f r u g a l i t y "  demcmds t h a t  wc f i r s t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  

ve ry  f9unc:ati~n 2f Ju r  s p i r i t u ? . l i t y .  Only tllcro can uc f i n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
c n o r a  ~nd i spc~ : seb lc  i f  i.m ~a-2 t ,  f e e l  nursclvus i n s p i r e d ,  impollcd,  

cnlivcnccl bji t h e  p?ucr $ f  t!lo H-jly S p i r i t .  The S p i r i t  i s  t h e  only  one 

who can b r i n e  us  v i c t o r i z u s  through t h i  hilid-:jn c o l l i s i o n  with t h e  powers 

3 f  e p i s m  crganizefi  i n  a nctiiorl; i f  p i m r  which e n t h r a l l s  t he  whole world 

and sursu lvcs  as e c l l .  



The world needs the  kind of obvious and unarguable witness t h a t  shakes 

it fo rce fu l ly ,  indeed "shocks" l t ,  fo rc ing  it t o  open i ts  eyes t o  the  

r e a l i t y  of i t s  problem ,mcl of the  only so lu t ion .  We w i l l  not achieve t h i s  

wi th  declara t ions  m d  words l i g h t l y  tossed o f f ,  nor with more of tho 

ambiguous statements with which the  world is sa tod.  140 nood words of 

witness so c l e a r  and s t r i k i n g  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be impossible t o  ignore thcm, 

words tha t  w i l l  leave perfec t ly  obvious our single-minded message, through 

a l i f ~  which is only possible with tho  power of C h r i s t ,  our only sav io r  

and the  only Son of God. 

This Third Panamerican Congress of Religious i s  a p r i v i l e e d  place f o r  

r e f l e c t i o n  i n  the  presence of God on t h i s  issue about which we a l l  want t o  
he lp  and be helped by one nnothcr, based on our  sha r ing  of c e r t a i n  evange- 

l i c a l  pr inc ip les  which are common t o  us  a l l  and which a c  unanimously 

ctcccpt~d 

- t ha t  we a r c  a l l  chi ldren of Cad. (21) In respect  t o  the  goods a t  
our d i sposa l ,  we arc  not masters ,  but stewards. dnd we hare t o  

mnder our accounts t o  t h e  Lord of a l l .  (22) 

- t ha t  we should lovo cvvryone as  wc love ourse lves  and a s  ?.re love 

Christ, t r e a t i n g  o thers  t h e  w q  we would want thcm t o  t r e a t  us .  (23) 

- t ha t  the  poor arc  blessed.  (24) 

- t h a t  lt i s  e a s l c r  f o r  a  cLmel t o  go through thc  eye of a  needle than 

f o r  a  r l c h  man t o  en te r  t h e  kingdom of heaven. (25) 

- t ha t  those who wouid grow r i c h  en te r  in to  temptation. (26) 

- t h a t  Cod has p r c f ~ r e n t i a l  l o v i  f o r  the  poor i n  t h i s  world. (27) "He 
has sent  me t o  proclaim t h c  p s p c l  t o  the  poor." (28) 

- t h a t  !.re should bo content t o  have enough t o  ea t  an2 t o  be clothed.  

( 29)  

- t ha t  we should not be anxious f o r  tomorrow; s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  the  day 

is thc e v i l  thereof .  (30) 

- tha t  1.1c should put on the  mind of Christ who emptied himself and 

took on t h ~  condition of a  s l ave .  (31) 

Permit me t o  say t o  those of you who comc from the  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
countr ies  of the  Northern Hcmisphcrz t h a t  you :lave the  great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

of presenting t h i s  teaching t o  a  s o c i e t y  on whose a t t i t u d e s  and o r i en ta t ions  

depends t h i  des t iny  of mil l ions of pcople who s u f f e r  oppression and misery. 

Thero is a  danger t n a t  s p a r t i a l  and sugar-coated reading of the  gospel 

would allow pcopli  t o  believe t h a t  they are i n  good conscicnci while making 

usa of the  gospol values of freedom, property and progress,  a l l  t h e  while 



t u r n i n g  them i n t o  t o o l s  of s e l f i s h  ownership, exp lo i t a t ion ,  ?ad enslave- 

ment of thc  neighbor. Awcod t o  you who come from Latin Ivncrica. I see 

you i d e n t i f i e d  with the  immense mult i tudes whose human d i @ i t y  has been 
debased, and who are deprived of t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e  even, perhaps, 
within s i g h t  of the  minority wllo havc more t h m  onough of cvcrything.  Latin 

America! Kaleidoscope of c u l t u r e ,  of wealth and misery, the hope and 

a g u i s h  of ths Church. 'B i l e  he lp ing  your people get what 11- been u n j u s t l y  

kept from them, you must not al low them t o  make use of some valucs - 
l i b e r a t i o n ,  e q u a l i t y  - while f o r p t t i n g  o thers  - brotherhood, peace, 

pa t ience ,  and t h a t  value of s i m p l i c i t y  and poverty which makes "the l i t t l e  

ones of t h i s  world" the  f avor i t e s  of Christ .  (32) 

lht l e t  the  witness of the  l i v e s  of a l l  be i n  c l e a r  view - evidence 

of your s i n c e r i t y  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of your l i b e r t y  t o  denounce. N ~ i t h e r  

with the  r i c h  nor with the poor, with the  oppressors nor the  oppressed, 

with the f a i t h f u l  nor  those without f a i t h ,  w i l l  our ~ io rds  have m y  force 

i f  the  f r u g a l i t y  of our pcrsonal l i v e s  - boyond thc  reach of anyone's 
suspicion o r  malice - docs not back up the doct r ine  we preach. 

We s h a l l  havc t o  give t h i s  wi tness ,  even when the dcmcwds of authent ic  

apostolato requi re  t h a t  we be immcrsed i n  an urbLm milieu a t  a  high s o c i a l  

level . ,  i n  a  s a l a r i e d  pos i t ion ,  c t c .  These arc a l l  ~ i r c u m s t ~ c c s  which 

demand ?.ll thc  more v i s i b i l i t y  of the  witness of f r u g a l i t y  m d  renunciat ion 

on t h e  par t  of a y o n c  who cxurcisos an aposto la te .  h r the rmoro ,  i t  should 

be c l e a r  w h y  one has corns t o  be i n  such circumstances. Thisre should be an 

evident  disdain of money m d  power, s impl ic i ty  of d i e t ,  c lo th ing  and trans-  

por t a t ion .  

How w i l l  t hcy  receive our harangues about j u s t i c i  i f  thcy see us 
cnjoying a  s tandard of l i v i n g  super io r  t o  many cf our fe l lo l i  c i t i z e n s ,  i f  

a l l  we do smacks of p r i v i l c ~ ,  i f  our connections t i e  us i n  with t h e  r i c h ,  

t h e  oppressors, t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s c s ?  On the o the r  hand, how w i l l  mybody 
recognize ti?= ~ v ~ a n ~ l i c a l  cilaractdr of our mcssafi; about jus t i ce  i f  we s e t  

i n  play g u e r r i l l a  t a c t i c s  o r  v io lcncc ,  urging rebellious r ~ d i c a l i s m ,  o r  

corrupt ing  our work of conscient iza t ien  with a t ! lc is t ic  metl~oc?.ologics o r  

idcelogics?  How w i l l  people bs convinced t h a t  we bolicvc what we preach 

i f  thcy see t h a t  we are too cowardly t o  denounce i n j u s t i c e s  in  the  s p i r i t  

o f  thc  gospel out o f  foar  of r e p r i s a l s  on our pcrsons o r  our works? 

Here, then ,  i s  t h ~  answer t o  my quest ion,  as I see the matter .  The 

g rea tes t  scrvice  which re l ig ious  c m  o f f e r  t o  mankind today is t o  give 

irrcf 'utablc witness agains-c consumerism by a  l i f e  t h a t  is austcre and 

f r u g a l ,  o f f e r i n ?  t o  the  ,.~orld i n  our own persons t h a t  i n t e r p r d t a t i e n  of 

the  g;lspcl, au thent ic  and l i b e r a t i n g ,  f o r  which i t  i s  longing. ims te r i ty ,  

furthermore, i s  t h a t  which tho world must adopt i f  i t  wants t o  su rv ive ;  

and it w i l l  havc t o  Lo t h i s  in  one of two ways: e i t h e r  by the forcc  of 

a  to ta1i tar i .m s t a t e  of whatever s t r i p e ,  which w i l l  impose it by b ru te  

fo rcc  and at the  cost  of freedom an" t!lc h ig l~es t  p o r s m d  valucs - 
claiming a t  t imes p n r d o x i c a l l y  t h s  inspirat ior ,  q f  Christ an2 H i s  message - 



o r  by tha way of ~ v a n @ l i c a l  love i n  v i r t u e  of which wc a l l  accept tho - 
s a c r i f i c e  which t h e  good cf a l l  demands cf  u s .  Our opt ion  as r e l i g i o u s  
i s  bcyond doubt. But a re  wc ready now t o  take  a s t e p  filrw.zrd? 

?his f r u g a l i t y ,  from which no r ~ l i g i o u s  cnn consider  l ~ i m s e l f  o r  
horoe l f  d i s p ~ n s e d ,  w i l l  i n  many casss  unfortunately be the only  l e v e l  of 
s c l i d a r i t y  with the  poor wl~ ic :~  is poss ib lc .  But it alonc is not  enough. 
For if the  force > f  our  tcstlmqny as r e l i g i o u s  i s  t o  be r o a l l y ,  even 

i r r e s i s t i b l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  t h ~ n  many s t h e r  r e l i g i o u s ,  impellel: by t h e  S p i r i t ,  
w i l l  have t o  l i v e  l l v e s  of cvcn c l o s e r  s o l i d a r i t y  with thc  poor,  working 
c l i r i c t l y  among thcm m d  f o r  thcm i n  p a s t o r a l ,  a u x i l i a r y  o r  s o c i a l  works. 
Surc ly  more convincing 2nd defir . i t ivu is t h a t  exc lus ive  and thorough 

s o l i d a r i t y  of th<isa r e l i g i o u s  ~ 1 1 3 ,  wl~ethcr  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  tlzraugh i n s t i -  
t u t i a n s ,  a r c  i n s e r t e d  mong tho  poor,  sha r ing  t h e i r  l i f e ,  t k i r  r,ccds and 
t h e i r  hopcs. 

Effective s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h c  rclligious with those  whs ;Ire t r u l y  poor 
w i l l  be accorcpaniid by ~ o l i t u d c  among tho  poor. The r e 1 i g i i . d ~  w i l l  f u e l  

as h i s  o r  her own t h e  ju s t  a sp i r a t io i l s  o f  t h e  dcchr is t ian izc t l  warld of tho  
l a b o r e r .  But, nt t h e  s m u  t ime,  we w i l l  f e e l  u r s c l v c s  a l snc  when we see  

t h a t  t h e  l a b o r c r ' a  world 202s not  understand our  i d c a l s ,  our  motivcs and 

our  methsds. In t h e  dcpths o f  s u r  sou l  we fln:. ~ u r s c l v ~ s  i n  complctc 
s o l i t u d e .  'iic ncad Gud and h i s  powcr t o  be ablu t o  k ~ c p  +r;rl:ing i n  t h e  
s o l i t u d c  ,-:f aur  s ~ ~ l i l l a r i t y  - i n  s o l l J a r i t y ,  but s o l i t a r y  - a d ,  i n  the  

last ana lys i s ,  misunderstood anc? a lonc .  This i s  why wc see  t h a t  maqy 
r c l i g i o u s  men and women who a r c  i n s e r t e d  int- ,  t h e  world o f  t h i  l a b o r ~ r  
havc founl: a new cxpcricncc of Co?. In the  experience of  fincling thcmsclvcs 
alonc an11 misunderstood, t h c l r  s ~ u l  is r i p s  f d r  t i lo f u l n t s s  of &5.  In 
t h i s  simple uxpcri-ncc, they f e e l  t :~rmselvcs vcry  small and yot  open ts 
v a l ~ e  i n  a. new +ray how C*x: spedcs t., them thr,)ugh t h s s e  with whom they  
star-cl i n  s s l i d n r i t y .  They sou t h a t  thosc p c ~ p l ~ ,  thc  marginated, cvcn 
t h o ~ g h  not  o f t e n  b e l i e v e r s ,  havc something Civinu t o  t o l l  thcm through 

t h c i r  su f fo r inge  t h e i r  oppression, t h e i r  abm2onment. H L ~ L  one understands 
t r u c  poverty; ?nc rcd iscovcrs  awareness ~f  i n c ' s  awn incapaci ty  and 
i,mcrancc; sne spcns snc ' s  soul  ts rccc ive  very profound i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
t h c  l i v &  sf the  pJo r ,  t m @ t  by @< himsel f ,  by mcms nf those rough 
f a c e s ,  tl~clse half-ruincd l i v e s .  It is a r , i w  f ace  of Chris t  l i s c c v e r e d  in 
" the  l i t t l c  ones ." (33) 

?hi. t ~ s t i m ~ n y  a f  t h i s  s t y l c  of  l i f e  is h igh ly  e f f o c t i v e ;  ant1 i n  the  
long run it will b~ i m i t a t e i ,  o r ,  at l e , x t ,  understood mcl r icognizcd  by 
o t h e r s .  A t  t h ~  sync t i m ~ ,  it i s  a pararldx. On t h e  one hancl, w bccomo 
awaw of how i n d c q u a t c  our  own witncss  is ?ihon wc look at tho magnitude 
of  t h e  problem. On t h e  o the r  hand, w2 a rc  convinced t h a t  it is a 
n c c e s s a q  witness  which t h e  h r c l  demands cf u s  ss t h a t  Ho can f i l l  it 
wi th  thu p o m r  o f  LZis gracc.  

I rcco@ize t h c  extreme d i f f i c u l t y  of t h e  o n t o r p r i s - ,  ,mcl s t i l l  I 

bz l i ave  t h a t  t h i s  Congress - o r  b e t t e r ,  t h i s  cc,mmunity - is a  p r i v i l c p i  



sccasion t o  r e f l e c t  ?n the t a s k  ,ahearl, j ~ i n a d  t o e t h e r  before the  Lord. 

It is c r u c i a l  t h a t  wc be l i eve  i n  t h e  power a f  t he  Holy S p i r i t .  And 

we can only knaw t h a t  experiencing i n t e r i c r l y  t h e  impulse of t h e  "hnamis" 

of bill who draws us  and, without f o r c i n g  our  l i b e r t y ,  accomplishes a l l  
t h a t  He dds i rus .  That force  of t l i i  wsrd of Got?., which nover r e t u r n s  t o  
H i m  dmpty, o r  l i k o  th; v io l en t  wind of Pentecost wliich m a d i  i t  poss ib le  
f o r  poor fishermen t o  become mightly apos t l e s  among the  powerful and wise 

of t h e  e a r t h .  That i s  what we need tday - r e l i g i o u s  whls b e l i e v e ,  who 

havo t h a t  expericncc of k c ! ,  who ac t  with courage i n  t h e  nami o f  Cod, 

aware t h a t  t h e  g rza t  parer  of  Go? i s  with them, and yot a t  t h e  s a c  t ime,  

ncvor lose s i g h t  a f  t h e i r  own ins igni f ic -mcc.  

This is t h e  se rv ice  which t h e  Church w m t s  from us  tsday.  f ad  a t  

t h2  same t ime,  it is the  beginning ?f a new f u t u r e  and a new image of  

r e l i g i o u s  l i f o .  l%e Lor? is c a l l i n g  us; t h e  response i s  up t o  us. 
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3kccrpt from " A  .Protestant Evaluation of Populorum Progressio" 

by C .  I. I t t y  (w.c.c.) 

.... What is n ~ o d c d  i s  f o r  a l l  of us  who apprec ia t i  thc  encycl ica l  

Populorum Progrcssio t o  b u i l d  on i t s  valuable i n s i g h t s  i n  the  l i g h t  of  -- 
cur ren t  problems and r e a l i t i e s  and th; expir idnces t h a t  wc have gained 

dur ing  t h i s  period.  With t h i s  i n  mind, l e t  me s t a t e  a  fc1.r thoughts out 

of the  cxpcricnccs of t h e  ck,urchcs r e l a t e d  t o  t11~ World Council of 
Churches. 

1. We havc learned t h a t  dovulopnent i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  pcople's strug- 

g l c  i n  'ihich the  poor and t h L  op1rLsscd arc  and should bd t h ~  main 
protagonis ts ,  t h c  ac t ive  a s n t s  and th: immediate bene f i c i a r i e s .  
Thorvfore, the  rnrhole struggli.  f o r  d~vclopmcnt and j u s t i c e  must be seen 
fr3m the  point of vicw of t h e  poor and the  oppressed masses, i?iilo a rc  t h e  

s u b j e c t s  2nd not  t h ~  objicts  of davelopment. 

2. I& have loarncd t h a t  t h i  root  causes of poverty are thz  socio- 

economic and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  It is a  q u ~ s t i o n  of  power: who owns 

i t ,  how it is cxcrc ised  and how i t  i s  sllarcd. Unless t h i s  i ssuc  i s  

faced and t x k l c d ,  t h e  dcvolopmint process ~111 contlnue t o  be an ex- 

c r c i s i  i n  f r u s t r a t i o n  and w i l l  bL doom~d t o  f a i l u r e .  The present system 

is  one i n  which tho  poor arc s u b s i d i s i n g  the r i c h .  That is  !.ilv t h c  dc- 

b a t <  on the New I n t i r n a t i o n a l  Economic Ordir and s l m i l a r  i ssues  on 

n a t i o n a l  l i v c l s  bvcomis c r ~ c i a l .  
3.  !k havc: a l s o  l ra rned t h a t  divclopmint i s  not an i so lz tdd  conci rn ,  

c i t h c r  geographically o r  s c c t o r a l l y .  It is a  u n i v e r s a l  concern requir-  

i n g  a  ccmpreh.insivu approach a t  ~ : a c h  and every l e v e l .  It is h d a m e n -  

t a l l y  a  qusst ion o f  t h i  typo of world soc ie ty  t h a t  wc v i su r l i s i :  ,md t o  
w;~ich we make our  commitmdnt, ir. t h e  s t y l e  of l i f c  t h z t  wc l iv .? ,  t h ~  

pol i t ic? . l  opt ion t h z t  wi mzka and the  moral valuzs wc uphold. ?ha t  we 

ar; a f t e r  is thc svarch f o r  a j u s t ,  p m t i c i p a t o r y  .and sustainz'alc soci-  

c t y  on l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l  and global  l c v c l s .  
em: CHURCH U R T ,  No. 15 



BOOK ; I I X ' I S  bv Franc is  Gzorpe. omi 

.; NiPJ Ii0d.L O:d3?: ikvelopment Z th l c s  and Liber3t ion Theologi by -- 
i k n i s  Goulet ( ~ a r ~ k n o l l ,  N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1979) 
Sedos I b c ,  ilo ,6/:,09 -&6 

This book d e l i v e r s  l c s s  t h v l  i t s  t i t l e  scems t o  protnisc. .:ather than  

a moral t:~aolo:;:r which t d c ~ s  accouilt of th? most . l i i t  i s sues  o f  j u s t i c e  
m d  devc'lopm--nt, Goulit  p rcsents  f o u r  chapters  about t h e  l i f e  and ,:fork of 

 pione ear t h inke r s  i n  iihxt hc c a l l s  "devalopment ct:lics." Thc chaptcrs  a r c  
ths refor i l  r i l ~ t e d  more by i n t a r u s t  and tll-mcs t h m  by in te r i ln l  development. 

The in t roduc to ry  ch:i>t.;r i s  most :lelj2ful i n  s i t u l t i n g  t h i s  ncrr d i s -  

c i p l i n e ,  "dzv~lopmcnt zt:lics". ..ft&:r ,ncntioninz many :ut!?ors who b r i n g  an 

z x p l i c i t  mordl v i s i o n  t o  - their  work i n  economics, s o c i o l o g r ,  ~ c o l o g y  .and 
ot11i.r c l i s c i p l i n ~ s ,  Goulat in t roduccs  t h e  n m c  o f  L . J .  ?@brut (1697-1966), 
t h e  French Zbminlcm riho ttriud t o  r e s t o r e  t:1~ l i n k  between economic 

sc i cnce  - ~ d  morll  philosophy. 
Chnptur two s k t s  out k b r c t ' s  l i f ~  rnd h i s  accomplishments. Lebro t ' s  

?ttdmpt t o  cru?"tu 2 csmmunit?ri,m modcl of ddvelopm~nt which would bc both 

moral ly  jus t  m d  ?c3n.)micr.lly c f f i c z c i o u s  l i d  him t o  ~ a n l y z c  thc  c r i s i s  
o f  humm v.:.lu,s which :?l?.kucd h i s  elm T ' I I  genera t ion  ,-nd continues t o  our  

il7.y. R i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b z t w c n  "plus c:voirl' and "plus Ct rc  h7.s found i t s  
r.;?.y i n t o  cop- ?.%ul's ?opulorum Tro;rcssio :s r . 1 ~ 1 1  a s  t11d l l t z r  vrorks of  - 
. ? o g ~ r  C,nr?.uLy, but t h i s  is only  on^ d i s i i n c t i o n  Limong m a y  . ,bich 112 used 
t o  formu1~:tz 1. C h r i s t i l n  concept of dov,lopm;nt. Such duv.:lcgmiilt must 
b ~ :  f i i ~ ? . l i z ~ d  ( s s t i s f y  211 b,;sic hum?n n i e d s ) ,  coh,>rcnt (nd s c c r i f i c c  o f  -- 
o n ~  p"rt of t hL  ::conomy t o  ;~lot:l;r), h s r , ~ o ~ ~ ~ n c s u s ~ o % t n . l  ru? turo  with - 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  v?.luis of  -, ?,-onle: ns  ~l i-List  inlncsi t ion from -hove). s ~ l f -  , - .  , . - 
p r s p c l l i n g  (docs no t  lc2C t o  de?andcncy, p:r?sitism, p a s s i v i t y  ?nd iner -  -- 
t i ~ ) ,  .-nd i n 2 i v l s i b l o  ( n l l  bene f i t  from devcl!~pmont; t hc  c,iminon guod is 

~ c h i ~ v c d ) ,  
Chegtcr t h r c c  in t roduces  0rl.mt.o Pals-Bordn, Col,-imbim s o c i o l o g i s t  

who h i s  t r i ~ d  ts r c s s l v c  t l x  t c n s i c n  b ~ t w ~ e n  thc  dcm-nds of "objcc t ivc"  

sc'~:>l'.rsl'lip md t h i  hi:;toricn,l c-, l l  t . 3  bccomd ?n -.gant of  r;,dic-,l s0ci~7.l 

,-n& p o l i t i c d  c h - n p  ..m.ing h i s  pdoplc.  Tlns dsublc commitmvnt t o  h i s  

d i s c i p l i n e  m L  ts h i s  people has l ~ d  F?ls-%rdz t o  formul-~tq  c t l l ~ e r y  i n  

which " s u b r ~ ~ r s i o n "  i s  both  s o c i a l l y  cons t ruc t ive  cnd morl l .  
Chs?tcr f,)ur s,c.,ks of "c : lurch~s ,  g rs?hz ts  ,?nd t h e  Third 'iorld". 

T I  chnptcr givas a quick : i i s tor ic i . l  sk- tch of the  Churcllcs' past  
c ~ r n g l i c i t y  i n  Ls t in  Lncric-n 3ppr.-ssion :nil t h e i r  prcsunt  commitment t o  
l i b ~ r . ? . t i o n .  T,krc i s  n s t  much i n  t h i s  cll&pt;r, from C m i l o  'Torres t o  
i h m  !Icldir C,-m~.r?, t:?rsugh thwlogi .?ns  f Elnck c o n s c i ~ u s n c s s  i n  t h e  
U.S.,  t o  J u l i u s  N y u r ~ r i  and J?cquzs C:1~nc:m1, wllich b ~ ~ u l d  be un fami l i a r  



t o  t i c  rcndzrs  of t h i s  B l l l e t i n .  
Chapter f i v e  pos f s  t he  J r~blcrn :  "rn.ll;ers of h l s t o r y  o r  wi tnesses  t o  

tr,?nscendincd?" Q u l ~ t  develops t h i s  q u ~ s t i o n  by drawing rz1,ctionships 

betwoun the  horns i f  f ~ u r  dilcm,as: rcf.,rrnmg i n s t i t u t i o n s  or conve r t ing  

puoplc ;  l i b ~ r a t i o n  through c l a s s  struggle a r  tilrough Cllr iotmn rocunc i l i a -  
t i o n ;  a l i i n % t i s n  from h i s t o r y  o r  i nca rnc t ion  of mystery within human 
a c t i v i t y ;  cnd tho G2spel a r  soclal isrn with L?. humin face .  k u l d t  roc- 
on izcs  t h a t  t h c r c  is cn o x i s t c n t i a l  n o n - H o ~ l i a n  d i a l e c t i c  which eff i r rns  
tw3 poles  of  a. dilimma znd is contsn t  t o  11~ ld  thum i n  u n r c s . ~ l v e d ,  un- 

systcrn?.tizcd t ~ n s i o n .  ?erh?"ps t h i s  c2izloctic sf "both/;ind" r a t h o r  t han  
"Gi ther /or"  is t h c  most o r i g i n c l  f ~ ? . t u r u  o f  Goulct ' s  thought .  I , c t i v i s t s  

formed by such thir.king w i l l  not be a f r a i d  t o  m.zk? hzrd choicds, but t hcy  
w l l l  rc ; l l izc  t h a t  nn, particu1a.r c h s i c i  c-n f u l l y  i nca rna t e  a l l  t h s  v?.luos 
f,-nand i n  t h i  Gcrspcl. 'Je w,>rk rmore 'rc .-.re; we h c p ~  i n  ?il~-.t c,?a be.  

G>ulct  f i n i s h u s  h i s  bosk on T n ~ t e  of hnpil: "Thu burd-ns s s u m z d  by 

t h s e  who wsuld rn-kc h i s t o r y  whild b ~ z r i n g  wi tness  t o  t r? lnsc~ndcncc  
bocumd t a ,  h-wy i f  t h i r  camnitmalt is b m e d  on ssmc r ? . t i ~ n c l  c? lcu lus  of 
prob,:-blo success .  T h - t  commitment cm bc f.!undi:d ~ n l y  on :I. I i o p l s d c n  cal-  
c u l u s  of p o s s i b i l i t y . .  . hcpc, i f  t r u l s l n t o d  i n t o  l : i s t 3 r i c , ~ l  cornnitment, 

c r c a t i s  new possibilities, an& it is ?.l>iays worth rn,&ing s n c r i f i c d s  f o r  
t ho  s ~ k c  a f  t he  p.?ssiblL.  (p.1) 

T ~ l i s  is I vdry usofu l  b33k. In cliiar 1111guag- ?nd us ing  m n n y  exam- 

p l c s ,  !*in pnalyzos thi: ac t  of k n : w i n ~  ;.s ,?. Ci- . lcc t ic? l  r; l~tions!:ip 
botwccn LJ~~WCT rnd lcnown, subjec t  ;n& ~ b j o c t ,  ilech i n f l u c n c i r ~ g  t h ~  o t h e r  
( ~ h ? . ~ t i r  1 ) .  Tnu ;.ct of knoving t:l,rcfsrc f u r n i s h s  ,-. 9,-.tti.rn f , > r  cduc- 
t i s n ,  which is sxpmincd ,as a d i n l o ~ w c  botwccn thc  tu:.c:wr .?nQ t h ~  learn- 

e r ,  ~ a c h  i n f l u e n c i n ~  th; other ( c h ~ . ~ > t u r  2). 
ilny. crlnootionnl system tr-nsmits v? lues ,  -nil the. value o f  j u s t i c e  is 

t r m s r n i t t e d  d i f f e r ~ n t l y  d ~ p o n d i n g  on t h e  i:con3mic, s s c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 

r e l i g i o u s  context  i n  which ~ d u c a t i s n  t a k e s  place.  % f o x  oxaminin6 jus- 
t i c e  i n  v a r i j u s  s a c i - 1  systcms, !kun cons iders  it i n  tho  o n t o x t s  of  

ra t ion .s l  thsught  (cha~ptdr  3) and c f  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  ( c i a p t c r  4). 
&sing h i s  a n a l y s i s  of  j u s t i c 2  i n  r a t i o n a l  thought on Jdlm ~lawls' 

( A  Theory of J u s t i c e ,  1972) i d e a  a f  j u s t i c e  ,-.s "fairness", k e n  r;ivis two 

:>r inc ip lcs  v~hich a r c  norm2tivc i n  judging whuthor n  given st.7.t~ of  
a f f a i r s  is just n r  unjus t :  1) c p a l  l i b e r t y ,  < a n t  2) s o c i a l  ant! oconomic 

s h a r i n c .  ?k in  then  c r i t i c i z e s  t h i s  no t ion  of just ic i?  a.s hclpr 'ul ,  but t o s  

i nCiv i&u ,d i s t  i c  t o  have fu l l  v a l i d i t y .  
J u s t i c e  i n  t!:~ c ~ n t ~ x ~ t  . ~ f  C l v i s t l a n  f a i t h  con t? ins  t h r i c  d i f f e r e n t  

b u t  in te r - rc la ted  s t rcmds:  1 )  n a t u r a l  j u s t  icc (elab.,r,atcd i n  t h c  Fat hc r s  



~f  t h e  Church m 2  Papal e n c y c l i c a l s ) ;  2) saving  j u s t i c c  (cxcmplif icd i n  
G d ' s  ?.ctivity i n  2xoclus an2 throug!uut s a l v a t i m  h i s t o r y ) ;  a 2  3 ) l o v i n g  
j u s t i c e  ( l i v e d  m 3 s t  p r s f ' u n d l y  i n  J e s u s '  f ,3rzivenoss nf h i s  c r u c i f i c r s ) .  
J u s t  i c e  i n  Chr i s t i an  f  z i t h  rcachcs beyond jus t  i c e  i n  r?t i s n a l  th3ugl1t by 

p r ~ v i d i n g  tk2 means and the pe r s rnz l  s t r e n g t h  f 3 r  j u s t  men an< bromdn t o  

s - .c r i f icc  th;mselvcs f o r  t hL  "fa i rness"  procl?ims2 as a univcrsn l  i d ~ > . l  

by r e t i m a 1  men :,nil uomen. 
Thc i:e;..l s f  a  j u s t  p : t t i rn  ~ f  rdlr-,tisnshi,?s -.mang a l l  human bcings 

i s  c?ncrc tc ly  1.mrkcd out  i n  p o w r  s tru;gl is .  C:l?pt;rs 5 to 8 t i s c u s s :  
e q u z l i t  .f pi?l=r; c u l t u r c l  spp rcs s ion ;  t h i  aw~ken lng  s f  the  spprissecl t o  

n c r i t i c a l  c~>nsc i3usness  s f  thcmselvos -n2 tt:?eir s i t u c t i : ~ n ;  2  f i n z l l y ,  

t ho  t z c t i c s  n n s t  s f t i n  used i n  p3vrcr s t r u g g l e s .  

The przctic,-.l ixlmplcs a d  rnith.:'2s p r ~ s - n t i c l  i n  thzse  f.-ur chnptdrs  
a r e  f ~ l l s w e c ? ,  i n  cl1;ptcr 9, by ?, Liscussion f  p e l i t i c a l  iCeo13: i~s~ 
'Jren s:ys th-.t i L ~ o 1 ~ g i c s  -.re working I ~ p ~ t h ~ ~ s e s  which :.rc omtinu.-.lly 
miLif ied t h n u g h  -,cti,,n ,?nd r c f l c c t i x .  Hc prds rn t s  t h r e e  3f thim: 1)  the 

c ~ n s c r v ~ . t i v . .  viow (in6iviclual f rr~clom -nC c-.pit,:list z c m m i c s ) ;  2) t h e  

lihsr; . l  view (frec20ml ju s t i ce  -nr2 rc-.son); 3) t h e  s.,si-.list viLw (equxl- 

i t y ,  r c r ! i s t r i b u t i ~ n  rtnfl. c ~ n f l i c t ) .  E-.ch of thrsk  t h r c e  i d  prcscnted ,as a n  
i d e a l  typc ,  with i t s  structurp.1 c l imonts  i n  f u l l  r e l i e f .  Nrcn then  st.-,tcs 

t h ? t  t h e  r a t i o n a l  ,-nd C1lristi.m icL.?.l ~f  ju s t i ce  i a r l i l r  cl,-,b~r.?,t,.r: i n  h i s  

b.3-1k excludes both t h e  c ~ ~ n s c r v , ~ . t i v c  -nl l i b ~ r z ~ l  vicrrs. ;I C!rristl-n's 

i ( : r ~ 1 3 , ~  must bd r . v i i ~ ? ~ l l y  s ~ c i ? l i s t .  In  tho l i s h t  3f t h i s  c h ~ i c c ,  a 

s h ~ r t  fin,,.l oh:.pter (10)  asks ,  "Is j u s t i c e  p l s s ib l c?"  The rosponsc ( z s  
v ~ i t h  b u l o t )  i s  s ivcn  i n  tcrms 2f C h r i s t i m  hope. 

.'.t t h i s  p ~ i n t ,  I had t o  s t o p  ?nc'. ?.sk qysc l f :  can I h m i s t l y ,  a s  I 
now l i v 2  qy Chr i s t i an  f a i t h ,  hope f o r  the  coming of  a r d i c a l l y  s o c i a l i s t  - 
stet2 .=mywhere i n  t h e  wcrld? If n ~ t ,  i s  the  ~ r o b l c m  mine (buurGvsis  up- 

b r ing ing ,  pr ivi lcclgxl  l i f e  s t y l e ,  l i b e r a l  p rc jud ic s s )  sr i s  thtirc some- 

t h i n g  f a u l t y  i n  liren's cmclyscs? i.ppzrcntly a n t i c i p z t i n ?  t h i s  ronc t ion ,  
'%ken h-&I wri t ten:    any Chris t ians  w i l l  h?vs mmy c r i t i c i s m s  s f  t h i s  o r  
t h z t  s o c i a l i s t  count ry ,  but c;lmp7.rG thd USS3 tac?.~ wi th  the ? l d  Tsarism, 

o r  Cub?. gf Castro with th.7.t of B l t i s t a ,  o r  t? ,3ay1s China with tho China 
of t h e  homintzng,  m e  y ~ u  w i l l  f i n d  a n  immense (cmph?.sis h i s )  r e l e a s e  of 
humm cap?.city." (p. 116) ?ha t  i s  mcmt hcrc by humm capaci ty? 
' - hu lch ' t  the c~mpar i son  made bc app l i cab le  t o  any c ~ u n t r y  pass ing  from n 

quasi-fiu2?.l . ~ r d c r  t.1 a  m,Cern ccanomic systcrn? C,m a  Chris t icm pass 
l i g h t l y  over the  p r i c o  t h z t  i s  p a i 6  f o r  t h i s  " r c l c a s ~ !  s f  hlmm c a p ; ~ c i t y " ?  

bJrcn ,.:oes n2t t ~ t a l l y  ignsrc  tho l .7.r~ numbdr af p s l i t i c7 . l  p r i s m e r s ,  

tho b r u t a l  u r d i c y t i o n  qf a l l  form.?l 3ppos i t idn ,  t h c  colonizat ion s f  
=as t e rn  &ropc mcl T i b ~ t  i n  h i s  e x m p l ~ s  of s o c i a l i s t  j u s t i c c ;  but t h c r c  

i s  l i t t l e  a l l u s i o n  t 3  t h e  s u p p r c s s i ~ n  . ~ f  r ~ l i g i o u s  frecdom, t h e  i n s t i t u -  

t i - i n - l i z d  cl.zss hatreCL, thc  mid- ; .~s t ray inz  jzrgon, thd bu reauc ra t i c  

&uth3ri tar i .mism w!~ich dcs t roys  l i b ~ r t y ' .  t lxn  dazs n o t  agpravc m y  f3rm 

,f  s ~ c i a l i s m  .::lich i s  "L,>;qatic, d ~ 3 m i n e e r i n ~  a d  op-prcssivi". 113) 
!C~crc is W x i s t  s ,>cial ism n.>t t l r . ~ l ~ m ~ t i ~ ,  domineerin:: vld sgprcssivc"? 

L>?kin,y _zr?u~d us  i n  thc !:Jest, i n  c ; u n t r i e s  clominatcd by -)no sf 



Wren's o the r  two ideologies (conservat ive o r  l i b o r a l ) ,  r.re can s e e  ruth- 
l e s s  exp lo i t a t ion ,  s o p o r i f i c  adver t i s ing ,  s t i f l i n g  consumerism. But 
with the  mixture of good and bsd found i n  e o c i a l i s t  ;is i n  o the r  soci-  

e t i e s ,  how do you weigh thc  evidence and mlke your p o l i t i c a l  ohoice? 

How can t h i s  quest ion even be r a i s e d  again,  when t h e  e n t i r a .  point of t h e  
book wzs t o  rcsolva i t ?  

F ina l ly ,  it seems t o  fie, the hoart  of the d i f f i c u l t y  l i e s  i n  'dren's 

" iCcal  type" presenta t ion  of s o c i a l  systems i n  chapter  9.  Each form of 
ooc ic ty  i s  reduccd t p  n l og lca l  whole. .Tho r e s u l t  is both concip tua l ly  
c l c a r  and ux i s t ;n t i a l ly  nxive. 2s a. curc i d a n l ,  soric rorrns of  socialism 

a r e  more compatible with C h r i s t i m  fr . i th  and t h z  idep.1 of  j u s t i c e  them 

a r c  o t h e r  economic, s o c i z l  and p o l i t i c a l  systems. But i n  prsct icc; ,  d o e s ,  
any a c t u z l  Marxist s t ~ t i :  hold f o r t h  th; hope of  evolv ing  to??ard the  - 
c o d u n i t a r i a n  " s o c i c l i s t "  i d ~ ? l  of t h c  Gosgel? I hclidve no t .  

This !:in& of ind iv iduz l  rcsponse docs not a b s o l u t i l y  v i t i : . tc  t h c  
f c rco  of '&on's arguncnts ,  t hc  c l - r i t y  o f  h i s  v la lysos  on thz  corrcc tncss  

of h i s  j u d p c n t s .  Perhaps the pertest s t rung th  of  fhc  bcak, howover, 

l i c s  i n i t s  pzrsucsivcnoss.  It f o r c e s  t h e  rczdcr  t o  orx,uni-r.c con t inua l ly  

h e r  conscience. It l e f t  me with a c r i t i c , % l  awardnuss t h a t  I nccd more 

th-n t h i s  book o f f c r s  i n  ordcr  t o  tr,-nsl,n.tc rr\y r ~ t i o n e l  and Chr i s t i ?a  

i d e a l  of j u s t i c ~  i n t o  concrctu p o l i t  ic . : l  t d r m s .  

(we w e  g r a t e f u l  t o  Fr. George f o r  reviewing these  two books- 
r e c e n t l y  received a t  t he  hcurnentat ion Centre. We have dupl ica te  copies 

of books received which ws w i l l  be happy t o  share  -with Sedos members. 

Ask t o  see them wh?n you v i s i t  t he  of f ice . )  * 

"In a  r ecen t ly  published statement the Southern Africa Catholic  
Bishops' Conference Raid t h a t  i n  t h e  previous 15 months, t he  gov9rnment 

had refused no fewer than 27 app l i ca t ions  f o r  e n t r y  submitted by m i +  

s i o n a r i e s  i . e .  14 p r i e s t s ,  10 s i s t e y s  &d 3 b ro the r s .  More r%centLy 
two confrgres have been refused e n t r y  permits ,  even though both a r e  

. , 
Ehglish-speaking." . 



S E D O S  

EXECUTTVE COMMITTEE 

The Zkccutive Committee met a t  Scdos on 10th January, 1978 a t  3.30pm. 
Thosc present :  Fr. F. Timermans,  cssp  Sr .  Cadelicve ProvB, scmmm 

Sr. D m i t a  McCanngle, ssnd Fr. P. D i v a r k x ,  s j  
Fr. Joseph h g ,  mm Sr .  Mary Mntte,  fmm 
Sr.  Joan Delmey,  mm B r .  Pablo, f s c  

1. The Minutes of t h e  meeting hc ld  on 13th December 1977 were approved. 

2. Mat te rs  discussed 

Cl2JERhL ASSmlBLY 

- Fr. Yves Gaudrecult ,  pa ,  and Fr .  Franc is  George, omi, agreed t n  be 

t h e  syn thes i ze r s  of  t h c  morning d i scuss ions  and make t h e  p.m. pre- 
s e n t a t i o n .  

- Fr .  Timmermans w i l l  bc t h c  moderator. 

- Fr. Timermans and S r .  Godelieve w i l l  prepare t h e  l i t u r ~ y  which 

w i l l  he i n  memory of Fa ther  P.loody who d ied  r e c e n t l y  i n  :an acc ident  

i n  Zai re .  

- The procedure f o r  t l lc r e v i s i o n  nf t h e  s t a t u t e s  wpm agreed upon. 

3. ;m,y o t h e r  business 

- The book on t h e  1976 Conference nf t he  Third Wnrld Theolngians and 
a l l  t h e  papers r f  t h e  Ikcember 1977 conference he ld  i n  Ghana, a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  the Documentation Ccntre . 
- Miss i s h f l r d  w i l l  bc r e s i @ i n g  a t  t h e  end nf J a n u l r y  t o  take  a 

p o s i t i o n  which invnlvcs  l e s s  t r a v e l l i n g .  Tho Committee expressed 
apprec i a t ion  f o r  he r  e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i c e  t o  Sedos. 

Nerm from t h e  Generalates 

Rcsul ts  nf t h e  recent  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Super ior  Council nf t h e  S a l e s i m s :  

( SDB) S u p e r i ~ r  General - Fr. Egidius  Vi-b 
Counci l l r r s  - Fr. Ginvenals Dho 

Fr .  Roger P i l l a  
Fr . John Rainer i  
Fr. Bernard Toh i l l  
Fr. Jnhn Vccchi 




